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I TRUST I am offering to my Countrymen an acceptable

prefent : the gift has novelty, at leaft, to recommend it,
Though Ireland has been long famed for its Poetry and Mufic,
thefe fubjeéts have never yet been treated of hiftorically. 1

do not pretend to have done completely, what has lain {o long

undone : no doubt many (ources of information f{till remain

unopened, and many documents unconfulted. However, I

have marked out a Path which may facilitate the purfuit of

thofe who fhall hereafter follow me.

It was my original intention to have arranged my mate-.

rials in a ftriét chronological feries; but I foon difcovered

the
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the impracticablenefs of adhering fcrupuloufly to this plan.

Notices illuftrative of my fubje&, but out of the order
of fuch a fertes, would, as I proceeded, cafually obtrude
them{elves upon me ; to avail mylelf of thefe, I have now
and then deviated into digreflion. A traveller who is nof
impatient to reach the end of his journey, will fometimes

{tep afide to gather a flower, or pluck a fruit.

Having taken up my fubje& at an early period, I was
neceflitated to explore the dark regions of antiquity., ~ Here

a few rays of light darted on me, which only ferved to
render the darknefs vifible. But I was not difmayed :
O’Harroran, O’Conor and VALLANCEY were my com-

panions ; and with them I was content to ftand or fall.

¢ De las cofas mas fﬂguras

ILe mas legura es dudar.”

In my APPENDIX, the Antiquary and the Lover of
Anecdote, may find fomething to fuit their feveral taftes.

This part of my Work fwelled fo unexpecltedly, and fo
confiderably, by the kind partiality of my

literary friends,

that



P R E I A & E. Vil

that I was obliged to exclude from it a little Effay which

would not have difgraced it ;=—I mean a ‘Tranflation of
the Reverend Mr. Evans’ Differtatio de Bardis, undertaken

at my requeft, and executed with elegance and fpirit by
my Brother Samuer WarLker, late a Student of Irinity
College, Dublin. This Tranflation, at a future day, I
hope to lay before the Public.

[ cannot, without doing violence to my feelings, omit this
opportunity of making my acknowledgments to thofe Gen-
tlemen, who have honoured me with their countenance

and aid in my refearches.

- The Reverend Mr. Arcuparr, of Dublin, and Rarenu

OusiLey, Efg; of Limerick, exerted themfelves with zeal in.

the promotion of my defign.

The Reverend Dr. Younc, Author of the admirable
Enguiry into the principal Phoenomena of Sounds and mufical
Strings, furnifhed me with feveral of our native Melodies,

direted my enquiries, and prevailed with the Heads, of the

learned
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learned Seminary to which he belongs, to indulge me with
free accefs to their valuable Library. He did more: he
perufed my Manufcript, and leflfened the number of- its
faults—had not his delicacy reftrained his pen, this work

might have met the public eye with more confidence.

Should the mufical reader receive any edification from the

perufal of thefe fheets, he muft hold himfelf indebted
top Wm. Beavrorp, A. M. of Athy. When I happen to
{peak fcientifically of mufic, it is that gentleman who gene-
rally diQtates—To Mr. BEAurorD’s pencil, as well as his

pen, I have many -ﬂb“gﬂtiﬂﬂﬁ : fome of the defigns which
embellifh this work were the effufions of his tafte.

‘¢ Ne pour tous les emplois, il a tous les talens,”

Had I not been favoured with the aid of Mr. THEOPHILUS
O’FranNacan, of I'rinity College, Dublin, I fhould often

have had reafon to regret, in the prolecution of my enqui-

ries, that my knowledge of the Irith language 15 fo very
confined.

SYLY.
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Syrv. O’Harroran, Efq; Author of A General Hiflory
of Ireland, favoured me with feveral Letters replete with

ufeful information. Nor did Sir Joun Hawkins, nor Dr.

BurnEey refufe their aid,

The learned can beflt appreciate my obligations to the
Reverend Epwarp LepwicH, to CuarrLes O’Conor, Elg;

and to Colonel VALLANCEY.

Let me now befpeak the indulgence of the Public.—This
work would prﬂbﬁhl}r have had fewer imperfetions, had it
been produced beneath the calm fhade of retirement ; but it
was not ; it was written amidft the diftracting {cenes of a
bufy life, and by one unpralifed in the art of compofition.
Had he kept the Manufcript by him a little longer, he might,
perhﬁps, by frequent revifions, have rendered it more correct.
But he wifthed to difmifs it as well from his mind as his
clofet, that his thoughts, thus releafed, as it were, from
their Bardic thraldom, might freely range, once more, through

the fields of Literature, or lofe themfelves again amongft the

lefs pleafing {cenes of public Bufinels.

DUBLIN,
TREASURY-CHAMBERS,
May 15, 1786,
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(m) for Litteraria, r, Literaria,
Jor were, r, was.
§) for Wharten, r. Warton.
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Jor difcordid, r. concordii.
Jor Aedceol, r. Ardceol.
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or Queeu, r. Queen,
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HISTORICAL MEMOIRS

OF T H X

I RISH BARDS &

e HE HISTORY OF THE IRISH BARDS, (fays a celebrated
Writer) IS PERHAPS OF ALL OTHERS THE MOST

EXTRAORDINARY.” (a) The following Memoirs will, we trufty
both illuftrate and eftablifh this pofition. '

The early ages of every nation are enveloped in dark clouds, im-~
pervious to the rays of hiftoric light. An attempt, therefore, to trace
the arts of Poetry and Mufic to their fource, in this, or in any

(s3) Dr. Brown, Difert. on Poct, and Mufic, p. 170. quart, ed,
B country,
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country, muit be unfuccefsfuls they are coeval with its original in-
habitants ; for man is both a poet and a mufician by nature. But
our bufinefs with thf:%_ arts does not commence till an order of

men who for fﬂm:_time'?ﬁpltcd? both charaters, appears in the annals
of Ircland. _ |

Every event recorded to have happened in this kingdom during the
firft, or fabulous age, is of queftionable autherity; yet they are not
to be pafled over entirely unnoticed by the hiftorian. The voice of
the fongs of early Bards, and the glimmering lights of tradition, often
bewilder their followers; but they fometimes lead them to truth.—
In the tenth year of the laft Belgic monarch, a colony called by the
Irith Tuatha-de-Danan, of the pofterity of Nemedius, invaded, and.
foon after, fettled themfelves in Ireland. This name, according to
fome antiquaries, they owed to their being divided into three tribes :
~—the nobility, who were fo called from Twatha, a Lord; the Priefts
from Dee, God, as being devoted to the fervice of God ; and the
Danans, poets or Bards, from Dan, a poem, who compofed hymns,

and fung the praifes of the Supreme (b). Here mention of the Bardic
profeffion occurs for the firft time in the Hiftory of Ireland.

But as this relation comes but weakly fupported, and as the deriva-
tion of its name refls on conjelture, little reliance is to be had on ei-

ther. Let us then proceed to that period in which hiftory wears the
{emblance of truth; we mean the invafion of the Milefians.

The princes Heremon and Heber, were the firft of the Milefian race

who landed in Ireland with an hoftile intent. Their arms having pre-

(b) Warner’s Hiff, of Irel, vol. ;.

vailed
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vailed over the Danonians, (¢) and their power being firmly eftablifhed,
they fet themfelves to cultivate the arts of peace, They made an equal
partition of the kingdom ; they cleared the lands of the woods with
which they were over-run ; they erected palaces, rude indeed in their
conftruction, and their chiefs raifed duns or artlefs fortifications. Their
brother Amergin affumed the dignity of Arch-Druid, and the rank of
ARD-FILEA, or Chief Bard; (d) a rank which impofed on him the
feveral offices of poet, hiftorian, and legiflator. This was probably the

true zra of the orders of Druids and BARDS in this kingdom.

(¢) An ancient poem on the firlt battle that was fought between the Milefians and the Danonians,
is preferved by Keating., Vide Hifl, of Ireland,

(d) * In early daysall the fciences were conveyed in verfe ; and in the bard was comprebended
“ the hiftorian, the judge, the poet and the philofopher, according to a very old rann or verle on
“ Amhergin, brother to Heber, the firlt monarch of Ireland, and who was himfelf Arch-Drud,
“ Tt has been thus latinized by Mr. O'Flaherty : | |

Primus Amerginus, Genu Candidus, author lerne
Hiftoricus, index lege, poeta, fophus,

““ The fame cuftom the early Greeks adopted, and Orpheus, Amphion, Linus, and Mufxus
“ united under the {ame heads, the poet; the legiflator, and the philofopher.,” O'Havronan's Hif:
of Ireland, wol. 1. See alfo Sir Puiuir Sipxzy's Defence of Poefie,

Mr, O’'Halloran informs me, that there is preferved in the Liabhar Lican, or Book of Sligo, a
beautiful poem on the ftorm that arofe on the fecond landing. of the Milefians, which 1s ateributed to
Amergin, In this poem there appears a boldnefls of metaphor which a cold eritic would defpife,
becaufe it offends againft the rules of Ariftotle, tho' the ftagyrite was not then born: however, it is
the language of Nature.. The author, in order to heighten the horrors of the ftorm, reprefents the
fith as being fo much terrified, that they quit their element for dry land :

Infeach Muir, mollach Tir ;
Tornaidhein eife lafc do thuind,
Re taibh na Fairce rundh :
Cas air find, &c.
Though this poem may not bave been written by Amergin, yet it is-unqueflionably much older

than any Irifh poem Mr, AsTie, with all his induftry, was able to find. He laments that he bLad
not been fo fortunate in his relearches, as to difcover an Irith MS, older than the 1oth century.

Origin and Progrefs of Writing, p. 116, But it is the fathion of the day to queftion the antiquity of
Irith MSS,
B 2 Mute
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Mute till then was every plain,
Save where the flood o’er mountains rude,
Tumbled his tide amain :
And echo from th’ impending wood
Refounded the hoarfe ftrain ;
While from the north the fullen gale
With hollow whiftlings thook the vale ;
Difmal notes, and anfwer'd foon
By favage howl the heaths among,
What time the wolf doth bay the trembling moon,
And thin the bleating throng. (e)

It is the opinion of that elegant antiquary, Dr. T. Warton,
that the Bardic inftitution was introduced from the Eaft. (f) And it
now begins to appear, from the refearches of Colonel Vallancey, that
every thing we owe to the Milefians has an Oriental origin. (g)

That the arts of poetry and mufic obtained amongft the Milefians,

both before and after their arrival in this kingdom, is evident from the
following tradition.

Cir mac Cis, a poet, and Onna Ceanfinn, an harper, accompanied
them in their expedition. - They were both eminent in their different
profeflions, and in fuch high eftimation with the two princes, that
there was an amicable conteft, to which of them the tuneful artifts
fhould belong. It was at length agreed that they thould be {eparated,
and the divifion be determined by lot. The poet fell to Heremon,
the mufician to Heber. As the fouthern divifion of the ifland was
Heber’s territory, fome of our writers have hence obferved, that thofe

(e) Mason’s Caradacus.

() Hifi, of Eng, Poer. DIfT. 1,
(8) Celled, de rebus Hib, v. 3. Archaologia. v. %, numb. 57,

parts
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patts are more particularly delighted with, and fkilled in mufic. This
is problematical. Yet is it poffible, as Dr. Warner remarks, that this
conteft between the princes in the infancy of their fettlement, might
have given birth, as the old Chronicles exprefsly tell us it did, to that
laudable cuftom among the Irifh of treating their Poects, Hiftorians
and Literati with honor and liberality. (h)

Our hiftorians obferve a profound filence with refpect to the bards,
till Tighernmas fucceeded to the monarchy, (a. m. 2815). This prince,
not lefs glorious in arms, than wife in council, being defirous of con-
fining every rank of his people within its proper {phere, ordained a
fumptuary law called Ilbreachta, for that purpofe. By this law, the
peafantry, foldiers, and lower order of the people, were to have their
garments of but one colour ; military officers and private gentlemen,
two; commanders of battalions, three; beatachs, brughnibbs, or keep-
ers of houfes of hofpitality, four; the principal nobility and knights,
five ; and the Ollamhs, or dignified Bards, s1x ; which was only one
colour lefs than was worn by the royal family. (i) Can that nation be
deemed barbarous in which learning fhared the next honors to royalty
Warlike as the Irith were in thofe days, even arms were lefs refpecied
amongft them, than letters.——Read this, ye polithed nations of the

earth, and blufh !

[I. HAVING thus brought the Bards forward to notice in fo ho-

nourable 2 manner, we will arreft the courfe of this little hiftory, in

order to dilate on the mode of their education, on their offices, and
their privileges.

(h) Keatine, Wanxern, O'HarLLoRA n_=—Tradition further informs us, that in order to com-
memorare this conteft, which was held near Tamar (or Tara) in the province of Leintter, Heber
decreed an Harp for the Enfign of that province,—The reader may find a curious memoir n the
affumption of the harp in the arms of Ireland, in the Appendix, No. 1. The harp does not appear

on our coins till the reign of Henry 8th, Vide Simon on Iri/h Goins, p. 35

(i) Ibid,
: ht
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At an immemorial period, Seminaries or Colleges were inftituted in
diffcrent parts of the kingdom for the education of the Bards. (k)
Thefe inftitutions, intended for the quiet retreat of learning; were
funk in the bofom of deep woods of oak : the garith eye of day” was
excluded from them, and their members ftudied by the light of tapers
and lamps. 'Though their immunities were confiderable, the diet and
drefs of the ftudents were regulated by the moft rigid rules of pru-
dence : the lures of pleafure were profcribed by the nature of the
inflitution ; and the flate turned the foot of rapine from thofe academic

fhades. ‘Thus the attention, in the hour of ftudy of meditation, was
never diverted by the falfe glare of external obje@s, by * the voice of
*“ the charmer,” or by the dread of the fpoiler : all was gloomy and
peaceful ; filent and awful. Here the heart-corroding cares of life
found no admiffion :--Here genius was foftered, and the foul fublimed. (1) ™,

It was in thofe feminaries that the Druids inftilled into the minds of
the Bards, the rudiments of hiftory, oratory, and laws, through the me-
dium of poetry, in which was wrapped all the knowledge of thofe ages.(m)

(k) The moft celebrated of thofe colleges were founded at Clogher, Armagh, Lifmore and
Tamar ; and in general, all the eminent fchools dele@ably fitnated, which were eftablifhed by the
Chriftian clergy in the sth century, were ereCted on the roins of thofe colleges. VideBeavrorp on
Origin and Learning of the Druids, Torawp tells us, thatt
vulgarly called Enis-owen, in whofe ithmus fftands the city of Londonderry, was ariginally a famnous
grove and ichool of the Druids. Hence comes the very name Dorie, corruptly pronounced Derry,
which in Irijh fignifies a grove, particularly of oak, ‘This Druidical feminary, he adds, was changed
mte a college for monks by St. Columba, Lerr, to Lord Molefxvorth on Hift, of Druids. See alfo a

note in p. 6. of An Examination of the Arguments contained in M Macphierfon’s Intro, to Hiff, of anc.
Irifk and Scots,

() OHarroraw, Beavronrp.

(m) In the book entitled Uiraiceacht na Neagir, or rules for the poet, above an hundred different
Ipecies of Irifh poetry are defcribed. O'Harw. Int. 1o Hiff, of Ire, For

various wodes of verfification, fee the Grammars of OMvurroy and VaLr

he peninfula of Inis-Eogain, or as it is

rules and { pecimens of our
LANCEY,

““ Their
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« Their laws, their fyflems of phyfic and other fcicnces (fays
Keating) were poetical compofitions, and fet to mufic, which was
always efteemed the moft polite part of learning amongft them.” (n)
As it was the policy of the times, to confine the ufe of letters (fo long
known in this kingdom) (o) to the profeflors of learning, the Druids
deemed it neceffary to imprint on the minds of their Bardic pupils, all
the knowledge they inculcated wverbum verbo as they delivered it, (p)
enjoining them to diffufe it orally ; but teaching them, however, at the
fame time, the Ogham-beith.(q) Hence the courfe of a Bard’s education

was feldom completed in lefs than twelve years. (r)

Sometimes the young Bard, in order to relieve his mind from the fe-
vetity of academic duties, * effay’d the artlefs tale,” as he wandered
through his groves, obeying the dictates of his own feelings, and paint-

ing from the rude fcenes around him.—

Whate’er of beautiful, or nﬁw

. . Sublime, or dreadful, in earth, fea, or {ky,
By chance, or fearch, was offer'd to his view,
He {cann’d with curious and romantic eye. (s)

Too often credulous hiftorians have been deceived by thefe tales, in

in which Truth was either difguifed under the mafk of fiction, or en-
tirely difregarded.  The poets ufed for invention fake (fays the

(n) Pref. to Hift. of Ireland.
(o) The Milefians brought the Punic Letter inte Treland. FEffay on the Celtic Language,

LyrrreTon feems to fupport this affertion, Hifl. of Hen. 2. v. 3. b. 4.
(p) Pythagoras conveyed, in like manner, his difates to his difciples.
(q) Varrancey'slrifk Gramm. p. 0. Ed. 2.

(r) Beavror p—Origin and Learning ﬂf the Druids,
(<) Bearrie’s Minfird.

.ord

voluminous
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voluminous Holinfhead) to faine fuch dreaming fables for exercife of
their fliles and wits : afterwards, through error and lacke of knowledge,

they have been taken with the ignorant for verie true and moft affured
hiftories.” (s) But it is not neceffary to confult them as hiftoric guides,

fince fo many volumes of well-authenticated records have efcaped the
ravages of time and of foreign fpoilers.

Soon as the ftudent had finifhed his courfe, an honorary cap called
Barred, (1) and the degree of OLLAMH or Dodor, (u) were conferred

on him. Then he was fuppofed fufliciently qualified to fill any office

of his Order. And the moft learned of thefe Ollamhs were fometimes
admitted into the order of the Druids. (w)

Youth, it is true, were received indifcriminately into thofe femina=
ries for education ; but thofe who were intended for the Bardic order
muft be peculiarly qualified. As every profeflion was hereditary, the
candidates for the Barred neceflarily belonged to certain families
befides, it was required that they fhould have a genius turned for poe-
try and muficy their underftandings muft be vigorous, their memories
retentive, and their perions *“ made in the prodigality of nature.” (x)

In the education of the Bards, Mufic, as we have already hinted,
was not forgotten : nor were they allowed to be unacquainted with the

() Chron,

(t) From the word barred, Mr, O'Har Lo AN thinks may be derived bard, Inr. 1 Hiff, of Irel.
But I will not puzale my readers as I have puzzled mylelf, with the various etymologies of this

word =Tt is idle, (fays Macruerson) to attempt to inveftigate the ctymon of bard.” Sce
Crit. Differt, p, 190. Dub, ed.

{u) The reader may (ind fome learned remarks on the word Ollamb, in Colle@®. de velus. Hib.
No. 12, p. 523.

(w) Beavrorb.

Origin and Learning of the Iri/k Druids,
(x) Ibid,

ufe
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fe of arms ; hence many of them, like Ofin (y), boait their prowefs in
battle. Itis not improbable that the ufe of arms was made one of their

academic exercifes of the recreative kind, upon the fame principle that
Milton recommends it in his celebrated LerTer oN EpvcarTion. *“The

“ exercife, fays he, which I commend firft, is the exa& ufe of their wea-
‘“ pon, to guard and to firike fafely with edge, or point; this will keep
‘““ them healthy, nimble, ftrong, and well in breath ; 1s allo the likelieft
““ means to make them grow large and tall, and to infpire them with a
“ gallant and fearlefs courage, which being tempered with feafonable
¢ leCtures and precepts to them, of true fortitude and patience, will turn
‘“ into a native and heroic valour, and make them hate the cowardice of
“ doing wrong.”

When the young Bard had received the degree of OLLAMH, the
choice of his profeflion was determined by that of the family to which
he belonged : he was either a Filea, a Breitheamh, or a Seanacha by
birth; (z) offices which had long met in the fame perfon, but were
about this time difunited, being found too complex for one man.

The OLLAMHAIN-RE-DAN, or FILIDHE were ‘as the name literal -

ly implies) poets. They turned the tenets of religion (a) into verfe ; they
animated the troops before and during an engagement with Rofga-Catba,

or martial odes, and raifed the war-fong : They celebrated the valorous
deeds, and wrote the birth-day odes and epithalamiums of the chief-
tans and princes who entertained them ; and, at * the feaft of the hill,”

(y) And like the Welch Bard, Aneurin. Vide Samuver Wavrxenr's Tranf. of Differtatio de

Bardis, As |am not in poffeflion of this work inthe original, T am under the neceflity of re-
ferring to the Tranflaton,

(z) See all our Hiftorians,
(a) Vide note in Colle&, de rebus Hib, No. 12. p. 512.

C o amufed
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amufed them with ¢ the tales of other times,” which they modulated
to the harp ; an inflrument which every member of the Bardic order
could touch with a mafter hand. But the Filidhe had other offices aflign-
ed them. They were the heralds, and conflant attendants in the ficld of
battle of the chiefs whom they ferved, marching at the head of their
armies, arrayed in white flowing robes, harps glittering in their hands,
and their perfons furrounded with Orfidigh, or inftrumental muficians.
While the battle raged, they ftood apart, and watched in fecurity—(for
their perfons were held facred)—every a&ion of the chief, in order to
glean fubjeils for their lays. (b)

The mufe her piercing glances throws around,
And quick difcovers every worthy deed (c).

But it was not in the field alone that the Filea was to mark the
actions of his chief ; he was to watch over him in private. “ Altho’ it
““ behoved every man to inftruct his prince, (fings an old Irith Bard) it is
“ the particular office of the Filea, for to him the prince gives the great-
“ eft attention. How arduous then the Filea’s tafk ! for it behoveth him

*“ to mark each backiliding, and not to overlook even a tendency to
‘“evil,” (d)

Some of our Bards were prophets too. Mr, O'Conor exprefsly fays,
that *“ many of our old Druids and Bards pretended to the gift of
prophecy. They often impofed (he continues) on the credulity of our

(b) Drayron thus fums up the mulafarious offices of the Britifh Bard -
Mufician, herald, bard, thrice may’ft thou be renown'd,
And with three feveral wreaths immortally be crown'd.

(¢) West’s Odes of Pindar. Od, % Polyolb, Song 6.

(d) Leffons for a Prince, Vide VALLANCE ¥’s Irifk Gramm, 1t Ed.
great
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great, as well as our little vulgar; and fome forefeeing effects in their
caufes, we cannot wonder that many of their prcdi&i;:ma were verified,
and that they obtained credit on that account (e).”  Indeed, the
poetical remains of the latter, like thofe of the ancient Welch Bards, (f)
teem with prediGions. But probably it is to the order of Bards now

before us, (that of the Filidhe) that we are to confine thofe who aftected
to be infpired : for the nature of the other orders precluded the indul-
gence of poetic enthufiafm which begets infpiration. Here we will
gratify the reader of tafte with Mr. Mafon’s glowing defcription of a

Bard in the moment of infpiration :—

-

He is entranc'd. ‘The fillet burfts, that bound
His liberal locks ; his fnowy veftments fall

In ampler folds ; and all his floating form
Doth feem to gliften with divinity (g).

Thus we fee that it was the bufinefs of the Filidhe, like the Scalds

of old, to
Applaud the valiant, and the bafe controul,

Difturb, exalt, enchant the human foul (h).

(e) Lew. to Auth. According to MaiTLAND, the Celtic word dard/ fignifies a poet or pro-
phet.—] fancy we may venture to {urmife, that of the ancient, as well as of the modern Bards,
For one infpir'd, ten thoufand were poffeft. _
(f) VideSam. Warken's MS, tranf, of Diff. de Bardis. lt wasthe policy of the Britifh princes,
fays Mr. Evaws, to make the Bards foretell their fuccels in war, in order to fpirit up their people
to brave ations, Upon which account, the vulgar fuppofed them to be real prophets. Spec, of
Welfh Poet. (Note in No, 8) Perhaps the Irifh Bards too were fometimes infpired BY COMMAND.
—'* As the bards (fays a charming writer) who were our philofophers and poers, pretended to
be poffeffed of the dark fecrets of magic divination, thev certainly encouraged the ignorant credulity,
aud anxious fears. to which fuch impoftures owe their fuccels and credit. Mrs, MonTAGU E's

Effay on the Writings and Genius of Shake/peare,

(g) Carallacus.
(b) Jerwincuam's Rife and Progre, T of the Scandinavian Fuoelry,

C 2 T he

-
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The BREITHEAMHAIN, (BREHONS), or legiflative Bards, pro-
mulgated the laws in a Kind of recitative, or monotonous chant, feated
on an eminence in the open air (i). It is likely that their voices on
this occafion were fuitained with a Kind of bajfé continué, (ftruck, it

might be, by themfelves on the harp) like the Grecian and Roman
orators (k). The Brehons acted alfo in the double capacity of judges
and legiflators: they difpenfed juftice, and affifted in framing the
BrerruNiMHE or Laws.

The SEANACHAIDHE were () antiquaries, genealogifts and hifto-
rians. They I;ﬁcurdﬂd remarkable events, and preferved the genecalo-
gies of their patrons in a kind of unpoetical ftanza (m). Each province,

prince and chief, had a Seanacha (n). And we will venture to conjec-
ture, that in each province there was a repofitory for the colle&ions of

the different Seanachaidhe belonging to it, with the care of which an

() Vide Colle®. de rebus Hib, v. 2. Campen’s Britr, p, 1042, and LyTTLETON’S Life of
Hen, 11, vol. 3. b. 4. In Greek, the fame word fignifies a fong and a law, Woop’s Eff. on orig,
Genius of Homer, p. 218. SeLDEN's Tradls, ch, 8,

(k) Vide Reflex. fur le Feint. ¢ Foes. par P Abbe du Bos, vol. 1. RoBerT5s0N’s Inguiry into the Fine |
Arts. vol. 1. p. 302.

(1) This very common word, fays Col. VarLrancey, is peculiar to Ireland. Colle@. de rebus

Hib, No, 12. p. 532. The whole paflage is curious and learned. The Welth Arwyddfeirdd an-
{wered to the Irifh Seanacha., Vide S. WALk er’s tranf. of Diff, de Bardis.

(m) This was the bufinefs of the French and Englifh heralds in the middle age, VideWarnton's

Obferv, on the Fairy Queen of Spenfer, v. 1. p. 142. a work in which the author has difplayed an
almofl boundlefs erudition.

(n) Duald Mac Firbis (who was murdered at Dunflin, in the county of Sligo, A. D. 1670)
clofed the line of the hereditary antiquaries of Lecan, in Tirfiacra on the Moy ; a family whofe laws,

reports and hiftorical collections, have derived great credit to the country, O'Coxwonr’s Pref. to
Oz ypia windicated, p, g,

OLLAMH-
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OLLAMH-RE-SEANACHA was charged. The ancient college of
arms of Ulfter is ftill maintained (o).

#

Befides thefe three orders of Bards, there was another ofan inf'r.:riur.
kind, which we will arbitrarily call the Order of the OIRFIDIGH. In
this order were comprifed the CLEANANAIGH, CRUTAIRIGH,

CIOTAIRIGH, TIOMPANACH, and CUILLEANNACH, all of

whom took their feveral names from the inftruments on which they
profefledly played. 'The head of this order was entitled OLLAMH.

RE-CEOL. Where thefe muficians were inflructed in the rudiments

of their art, «will appear clfewhere; but we will here obferve, that
their profeflion, as well as thofe of the higher clafies of the Bards,
was likewife hereditary (p).

Our refearches cnn:eﬁ'ling the drefs of the ancient Bards of Ireland,

having been more fedulous than fuccefsful, (q) we determined to con-
fult, on this head, the learned author of the Differtation on, *“ THE

Or1GIN AND LANGUAGE OF THE IRISH, AND oF THE LEARNING
or THE Druips.” His anfwer (which difplays much erudition and

ingenuity) we will give at large (r). “ In refpe@ to the drefs of the
« ancient Irifth Bards, the fubje is very obfcure. Our hiftorians and

{n]' This college is now (1785) held by Sir Wm. Hawkins, Ulfter King at Arms, in Chatham-
fireet, Dublin, : .
(p) InScotland the office of piper was bereditary, Vide Jounson's Journey to the Weflern [flands.

p. 165, Dublin ed.
(q) Since writing the above I have received much fatisfaltory information on the fubje@ of the

drels of the ancient Irifh, from the perufa] of an elegant, learned and ingenious paper of the prefent

Covxtess of Moira, which appeared in Archsologia. vol. 7. No. 10,
(r) Thefe remarks on the drefs of the Bards, Mr, Beavrorp afterwards illufirated by a capital

‘defign for my frontispiece, which he accompanied with a letter, that 1 fhall inlert in anether
place,

““ antiquaries
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‘“ antiquaries have been very remifs in delivering down to the prefent
“ age, the drefs of the ancient inhabitants of this ifle : imperfed hints
‘“ are the only afliftants they have furnithed us with. I have, howe-
“ yer, been at confiderable trouble in endeavouring to develope this
‘“ part of our autiqui'tiﬁs ; and think, at laft, I have been able to define,
“ with fome precifion, moft parts of the ancient drefs of the old Irifh.
*“ Books, in this invefligation, have been but of little affiftance to me;
“ it was from ancient fculptures, feals, &c. found in feveral parts of
““ the kingdom, that I have been e¢nabled to throw any light on the
“ fubje@. By collating thefe with the hints given in' books, Britifh
‘“ coins, {culptures, &c. it appears that the old Irith drefs was the fame
““in all ages with the ancient Britith, and was univerfal in all the
“ Celtic nations. According to M‘Curtin (¢) the Irith Bards in
“ the 6th century wore long flowing garments, fringed and orna-
“’mented with needle-work ; and from the Brehon laws (t), the
“ Bards in feveral inftances were of the order of the Noblef)? ; from
“ whence we may prefume, their drefs was, in moft refpeis, con-
* formable thereto, which principally confifted in the Truife, long Cota
“ Cannathas and Barrad (or Bairead.) But from ‘a baflo relievo found in
“ the ruins of New Abbey, near Kilcullen, it appears, that the
“drefs of the Bards confifted of the Truife or long Cotaigh, and
“ Cochal. 'The Truife, or ftrait Bracca, was made of weft, covering
*“ the feet, legs and thighs, as far as the loins, fitting {o clofe to
*“ the limb as to difcover every mufcle and motion of the parts cover-
‘“ed ; and was ftriped with feveral colours, according to the order or
“ rank of the wearer. The lon g Cota, or Cotaigh, (the Camifiam of the
*“ Latin writers) was a kind of a thirt made of plaided ftuff, or linen dyed
“ yellow, and ornamented with needle-work, according alfo to the rank
*“ of the wearer. This thirt was open before, and came as low as the

*“ mid-thigh ; the trunk being thus open, was folded round the body,

(9) Vide his Anig.
(t) Vide Cilled@. de rebus Hib,

“ and
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« and made faft by a girdle round the loins : the flicves of fome were
« fhort, but in the figure before mentioned, they were long, coming
« down to the wrift, and turned up with a kind of military cuff. The
¢« hbofom was cut round, leaving the neck and upper part of the
« houlders bare.—The Cockal was the upper garment, a kind of a
«“ Jong cloak, reaching as low as the ankles, and fringed at the borders
« Jike fhagged hair. From the neck pendant on the back and fhoul-
“ ders, was a large cap or hood, ornamented with curious ncedle-
« work, after the manner of thofe on the Britith coins. His beard was
“ long, and his hair flowed on his neck and thoulders ; his head was

« covered with the Barrad, or conical cap; and his Harp in good
¢ grace was pendent before him. I have not been able to fpecify
¢ the colours which ornamented the Bard’s drefs. Keating fays,
« that perfons of learning had colours the fame as the Kings ;
“ but by the Brehon laws (u) it appears, that the Bards were not of
¢ the firt order of nobility, and therefore, perhaps only wore five
« colours, viz. white, blue, green, black and red. But of this I am
“ not certain.(v)—Thefe colours were laid on in ftripes, or wrought -
“ into the texture of the mantle.” 'The latter conje&ture is confonant

with the idea of the anonymous author of an ode publifhed in 1783,
entitled, “ Tue Orper ofF St. PATRICK. Thus he clothes Hiber-

nia’s Guardian Genius :

Her mantle green, inwrought with gold,
As wore by Kings and Bards of old.

But perhaps, in order to acquire an idea of the drefs of the ancient
Irith Bards, we muft look on the party-coloured mantles of our modern

(v) Colled. ile rebus Hib. No. 3.
(v) A garment of many colours was confidered as a mark of diftinftion amongft the early Jews.

Genefis, ch. 37. v. 3.
heralds.
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heralds. In Englend the Minftrels of each noble houfe wore 2 diftin-
guifhing badge ; thofe belonging to the Northumberland family, for
inftance, wore filver crefcents on their arms. -

The Minftrels of thy noble houfe
All clad in robes of blue,

With filver crefcents on their arms,
Attend in order due (w).

This cuftom, it is very probable, prevailed, if not in the early, at
leaft in the middle ages, in this kingdom. Perhaps the colours in
the Bards’ mantles varied according to the family to which they be-
jonged (x).

As the {everal clafies of the Bards were concerned in the CAOINE(y),
it will be neceffary to give a particular acconnt of that folemn ceremo-
ny.

(w) Hermit of Warkworth, Fit, 2d.
(x) Servants were fo diftinguithed in England, when the order of the Minftrels became extint.
In Shakefpeare’s time, according to the learned and ingenious Mr. Mavroxg, all the fervants of the

nobility wore filver badges on their liveries, on which the arms of their mafters were engraved.

Supp. to laft ed, of Shakefpeare's works, v. 1. p. §34. This cuftom is alloded to in .an old ballad
entitled Time's Alteration.

(y) The fong of the Bards over Cucullin’s tomb, as tranflated by Mr. Macruersow, will give
the reader an idea of the CAOINE '

" Hfitha dark rolling waves of Légo, they raifed the hero’s tomb,—I u th, at a diftance, lies, the
companions of Cuchullin, at the chacem——Bleft be thy foul, fon of Semo ; thou wert mighty in
battle.—Thy firength was like the ftrength of a ftream : thy fpeed like the eagle’s wing,.—Thy path in
the batcle was terrible: the fteps of death were behind thy fword, Bleft be thy foul, fon of Semo ;
car-borne chief of Dunfeaick I .

** Thou halt not fallen by the fword of the mighty, neither was thy blood on the fpear of the valiant,

—The arrow came, like the fting of death ina blaft: nor did the feeble hand, which drew the
bow, perceive it. Peace to thy foul in thy cave, chief of the ifle of Mift 1"

' The
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ny. When a prince or a chief fell in battle, or died by the courfe of
nature, * the flones of his fame” were raifed amidft the voices of Bards,
On this occafion—the Druid having performed the rites prefcribed by
relizion, and the pedigree of the deceafed being recited aloud by his Sea-
nacha—the Caione, (or funeral fong), which was compofed by the Filea
of the departed, and fet to mufic by one of his Oirfidigh, was fung in
recitativo over his grave by a RACARAIDE (or Rhapfodift,) who oc-
cafionally fuftained his voice with arpeggio’s {fwept over the firings of
his Harp : the fymphonic parts being performed by Minftrels, who
chaunted a chorus at intervals, in which they were joined refponfively
by attending Bards and Oirfidigh (z); the relations and friends of the
deceafed mingling their fighs and tears. Thus Hetor was lamented :

A melancholy choir attend around,

With plaintive fighs, and mufic’s folemn i'uuml
Alternately they fing, alternate flow
Th’ obedient tears, melodious in their woe,
While deeper forrows groan from each full heart,
And Nature {peaks at every paufe of art.

“ The nughty are difperfed at Oemora : there is none in Cormac’s hall. The king mourns in his
youth, for he doesnot behold thy coaing. ‘The found of thy fhield is ceafed ; his foes are gathering
round. Soft be thy reft in thy cave, chief of Erin’s wars |”

* Bragéla will not hope thy return, or fee thy fails in ocean’s foam —Her fteps are not on the
fhore ; mor her ear open to the voice of thy rowers.==She fits in the hall of fhells, and fees the arns
of him that is no more.—Thine eyes are full of tears, daughter of car-borne Sorglars I"—Bleft be thy
foul in death, O chief of fhady Cromla,” The Death of Cuchullin,

For an account of the Caoine in modern days, vide Pe w wax v's Tour in Scotland, v, 1, p. 100, and
Fhil. Surw. of South of Freland, p. 206. 207. Dub, ed.

(z) OCoxor. OU'Harroraw. InScotland pipers (but no other muficians) attended formerly
at ' funerals, to play certain tunes conneted with the Corromach, The chorus, therefors, at the
funerals of the Scots could not be fwelled by inftrumental mufic ; for the bagpipe, which appears to
be the only infirument ufed on the occafion, is fo unfociable as to exclude the yoice.

D A fcene
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—A fcene, how folemn! how affeCting ! But the cuftom was founded
in found policy. The Bards were direCted to feize this favourable op<
portunity—when the mind was foftened by fympathetic forrow, and
every tumultuous paffion foothed to peace by the plaintivenefs of the
mufic—to imprefs on the minds of their auditors, a reverence and imi-
tation of virtue, or of what, (as Mr. O’Conor obferves) in thofe days
of Heathenifm, was deemed virtue. (a) This, they endeavoured to
effect, by firlt lamenting, in pathetic firains, the lofs they fuftained in
the death of their patron :—(thus they grappled the attention of their
hearers, and awoke all their finer feelings) :—then they dwelt on his
virtues and heroifm, recounting -all his aéts of humanity and all his
valorous atchievements, clofing every ftanza with fome remarkable
epithet of their hero. This ceremony was confidered of fuch moment,
that the man to whom it was denied, was deemed accurfed, and his ghoft

fuppofed to wander through the country, bewailing his miferable fate.
Thus the woods and wilds became peopled with thadowy beings, whofe
cries were faneied to be heard in the piping winds, or in the roar of

foaming cataracls. ‘ Such' apprehenfions (as an elegant critic re-
marks) (b) muft indeed

Deepen the murmur of the falling floods, .
And breathe a browner horror on the woods s

) Diff. en H.. of Irel, p."114.

() Mrs. MoxTaGcuE, Effay on Genius and Writings of Shakefpeare, The voices heard calling
 the dead of night, were fuppofed to Le thofe of the unlaid ghotts who were fo very troublefome
in the days of fuperftitition. They are deprecated at Fidelia’s grave. Cymb. a&, 4. fe, 2. And
Fletchers ** Virgin Shepherde/s” is told by her mother, as an encouragement to be challe, that
her virginity will prote® her from them. That the fouls of the dead uttered a feeble firidulous

found, very different from. the natural human voice, was a popular notion among the Heathens, as

as well as among the Jews. This notion took its rife from the arts of Neeromancer’s. LouTn’s
Notes on Ifaiah. p. 153. 154, -

and
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and give fadder accents to every whifper of ‘the animate ﬁf'iﬁﬁnimatq
creation.”——In procefs of time, as luxury advanced, the funeral cere-

mQny became {o coftly, that the expences attending it werer cgulated
by the Brehon laws. (c) | | fy 41:8 BESLLON

-'I. k and .'rl'l..

Did our purpofe require—but it does not—we would trace this core.
mony through different countries, and to the remoteft antiquity,
However we will obferve, that David’s lamentation for Johathan, (d)
andthe conclamatio over the Pheenician Dido, as deferibed by Virgil,
coincide with the Caoine; or Irith Cry. Dt. Campbell is of opinion, that’
the 'word wiulate, or 'bullaloo, the choral burden of the Caoine, and the
Greek word of the fame import, have all a firong affinity to each
ﬂm-:@z;:--_;?‘. i ehiaiieirt ons. o -han-Lhabtsrl ol oelmonil 0726

l ‘ ; £ i i . -I[ k& i R . .
1810 5 ) F f'ﬁ;'*T't'- t‘f = a b T L TR T ' JHLT WML iy Qo1 H]

We cannot find that the Irifh had female Bards, of BARDESSES; pio-
perly fo called, The melting fweetnefs of the female voice was indeed
deemed neceflary in the chorus of the funeral fong.. Women, therefore, '

whofe voices recommended them, were taken from the lower clafles of
life(f), and inflru@ed inmufic and the cuwr Jios (or elegiac ‘méafurd,)
that they might affift ; n heightening the melancholy which that folemn’
ceremony was calculated to infpire, ‘This cuftom prevailed amongft

t sbipees esw o | ‘ i)
(€) m!' a';rdu Hib. No, 13. p. 580, rloitsd Leg dned
[‘d] Eﬂ“-’-."hi P : Linal TIPS S | ' A1 vl
(¢) Phil, Surw. of South of Irel, Lett, 23. See feveral claflical obfervations on the Casife i

Pennant's Tour in Scotland, v, 1. P. 100, 101. and 102

.{ﬂ - O'H ALLORAN, Lett, to Author, ' ** A fine female voice, modulared by fenfilility, is -
yand camparifon. the fweetelt and moft melting found i art or nature ® f aid

. ¥ il ey 1 Bearrins Eflay om Poetey anid Mufic.
The feventh band of mufic amongft the Hebrews was that of the young women, Vide CarLwmyg '
ﬂf&r ylrﬁ' -Ef&frl . r

D2 the
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the Hebrews (g), from whom it is not improbable we had it me-
diately. On the abolition of the order of the Bards, the bufinefs of la-
menting over the dead, was entirely performed by mercenary femule
mourners. ‘This is flill the cafe in almoft every part of Ireland ; but
particularly in Munfter and Connaught, where, when a perfon of
diftin@ion dies, a certain number of female mourners attend the fune-
ral, drefled fometimes in white and fometimes in black, finging, as

t]ilﬂjf flowly proceed after the heatfe, extempore odes, in which
they extol, in fulfome  panegyric, every  private and every public
v;rtuﬂ of the deceafed, and earpeftly expoftulate with the cold corfe;
for Iclmq_u;l[hmg the many bleffings this world affords.. * ‘The
female chorus (fays the venerable O’'Conor) is continued to: this. day
at our funerals in Ireland, and in the Highlands of Scotland ;. but
fo remotely from the original inftitution, fo debafed by extemporaneous
compofition, and fo difagreeable from unequal tmca,itmiﬂniphﬁﬂ& is
excited, . It is at prefﬂnt a truly barbarous, but an innocent cuf-
ﬁﬂﬂl [(h). boodts | | .

( Buﬁ th@u.g;h whmcn, durmg t?hﬂ hnmm ages, held no rank in the
nrdﬂnl of Hards, yet it appears that they nulhvatnd’ muﬁn (i) and

poetry

(g' *‘ Then he brought me to the door of the gate of the Lord’s houfe, which was towards the
North, and behold there fat women weeping for Tammez, Ezek, c. 8. v, 14. The tafk of bewail-
ing the defunét, likewife falls to the lot of the women in the ifland of Sumatra, "’hﬁd: Ma RSDE N 'S
Hift. of Sumatra.

(h) Dif. on Hifl. of Irel. p. 114.

(1) * The daughter of Moran feized the Harp, and her voice of mufic praifed the ftrangers,
Their fouls melted at the fong, like a weath of fnow before the eye of the fun. SmiTw’s * Cathluina.”

Mr. Smith; inanother of his Gaelic poems, has given us a moft pitturefque defcription of a female
mufician, ,** The fpoufe of Trathal had remained in her houfe, ‘Two children rofe, with their fair

Jocks, about ber knees, They bend their ears above the Harp, as fhe touched, with her white hand,

s
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poetry (k), ‘whofé divine powm they often employed in foftening the
manners of a pcoplc renidered ferocious by domeflic hnﬁ;ht:cs What
an unbounded influence muﬂ: thofe arts, united with the irrefiftible
fwuy of female baa'l:lty, have given the women of thofe ages ! Accord-
ingly, we often find them guidmg in fectet the helm of the ftate, and -

proving the primiary caufe of great revolutions.——While embattled
ranks waited the arrival of expe@ed invaders, women often walked
through the lines, animating the foldiery with fuitable war-fongs, ac-
companying their voices, at the fame time, with Cruits (1) or portable
Harps, fuch as the Hebrews bore' when they danced before the ark (m).
On this occafion, if the danger was imminent, probably they were
arrayed in black hkﬂ thi: Brita{h Barﬂeﬂ'ﬁe, and- hk& th:m too, aflumed

a,frmt{e,uh&u- tigups o bouss! STl
/ ved i) 4' '* ;r :-‘.':I 1'% 1o ?]:H'u.l__if_’. Jofur s
- i T T T R T e, e
‘ont 'THro* our' ranks™

G oot ol o Onr facred fifters rufh’d 'in fable ‘robes,
“With hair difhévell’d, and funereal brands,
Hurl 'd round With menanmg fary (1)..

.!E[-l:'”' -|.'|:".. .i 11 '-I '

its n':mhlmg firings, She {tops. Thir take the Harp themfelves ; but cannot find the found which
they adifiired —~Why, they fdid, does it niot anfwer us’? Shew us the il'lrir-g wherein dwell the fong,
She bids them fearch for it till fthe returns, Their little ﬁngcﬂ wander among the wires,”
. 2 "anﬂﬁn{.

I E:m‘.E I:eniﬂmfé E\h‘nku fmm HJIEI:IIIIII.’!I poems, to !ﬂuﬂmtt m]r poi'unn in the text, becaulc
his poe: are known to be u-nﬂi;ﬁ”nlni from Mﬁﬂ'l N many IHEIIII:'H. e

(k) A, Beauriful Elegy oh Cuchullin, by his wife Eimker, is in the tnlleftil:lrn of the Rev. Dr.
Yovxa, F. T, C. D, For, ::ttmnrdmlrr effetls of female poely, fee O'Havnr, Hifl, of Irel. v. 1,
p. 163. 182. According to TorLaND, wnm:n (tudied under the Druids. Hifl. of Druids.

(1) “The Cruitéogia wére' women who playcd ‘oh the Harp, -Vide O'Bxiew’s Iri/h Didt." Our
Cruitcoga, anfwered to the Cithadiiftre of the Romans,

(m) Chrom. 1. ch. 13. v, .

(n) Mason's Carafacus. -

When
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When anmies returned ig  tnumpl, from fnrmgn wars or ' domettic
conteptions,. treops of virgins clad in white, each bearing a {mall Harp
in her hand, adyanced, with a tripping flep, to meet them with con-
gmgulutm}r fongs (9) 4, ** with the vum;. of fnngs and 'the Harp they
will hail thclr h,crpﬂs - Th:a cuftom pmvcﬂ a ﬁmqg}mpﬂntwq to va-
lour, and was pra@tifed by all the Celtic nations during the, infancy
of fociety (p)

III THE brlghtﬂﬂ, lumlﬂar}fnthat appearﬁd i{l thﬂfr,dai*k ﬂg:ﬂ,l
now folicits our notice. . In the year of the world 3236, Ollam’
Fodla was raifed to the throne of Ireland. '’ This monarch, the Irifh
Lycurgus, was brave, wife and learned ; equally capable of fhining in
the field, or in the cabinet. Sparing of the blood of his fubjedls, yet
ever ready to let it flow when the fafety or honor of his kingdom re-
quired it.  But peace was his fupreme delight ; for peace is the nurfe
of fcience, and f:on; her, fpnnga the happlncfs @f aha,p:uplc

-----

This reign makﬂs a remarkablc :pocha in the hlﬂﬂl‘}" of Ireland, and
therefore deferves to be parucularl}r dilated upon ; but it is our bufinefs

- to dwell only on fuch parts of it as concern the pm]:ofu nf this eﬂ"ajr.

One of the mfhtutﬂs of Qﬂam had an ha.pp}: effeCt, in tempering the
manners of the people then juft. emerging from barbarifm: we mean
the TEAMORTAN Fea. ‘This was anaflfemby of the States to be held
triennially for the purquf: of revifing the records of the kingdom,
pmmu}gatmg law.s, and reprefling the crimes which are naturally pro-

(o) Of this nature were the fongs of Miriam, Ewxsd, ch. 15. and of Deborah, Fudges ch. 5
EPJ'I KMH Sketches, b, 1. k, 7.

duced



TOTHE TRISH BARDS, & ' 23
duced by civil inflitutions ‘on the firft 'eorreQion of the eévils of favage
life. As the Bards'miade a diftinghifhed figure in this nﬂb’ﬂﬂ)]y, a par-’
ticular acr:nunt'lﬂf' ity :ﬁﬂ'}r. with propriety, be rntroduced in  this
p.lﬁi:ﬁ- | 3y veysants 2 "'rlTi.r_'

‘a e ' Fi

This auguft Convention met thrﬁu days bcfnre the feaft uf Samhuin,
(that is, the firft of November), in the hall of the palace of 'Teamor
(or Tara). On an elevated throne, in' the centfe of the hall, fat’ the
Monarch with his face to the weft. ' The King of Leinfter’s throne was
placed at a certain diftance, but lower, and fronting the Monarch :
The King of Muntfter fat on his left hand, the King of Ulfter on his
right, and the King of Connaught behind him. Long extended f:ats’

were ‘difpofed for the other ordersin the ftate. 'In the firft row were
feated Druids and Filidhe, which rank the Chriftian Bifhops afterwards

held. Behind thefe, the hereditary Marfhal, the Senachaide, ﬂ:rﬁdlgh
Standard-B:arer, Treafurer and other ftate officers had piacfs alloted
them. Nextappeared the principal Nobility, at the head of whom were
placed the Knights ; and after thefe the Beatachs and R:pr::frntatnrr:s of

towns and cities (q).

The two firft d:ijrs were employed in vifits and friendly intercourfe ;
the third day in celebrating the feaft of Samhuin, or the Moon, in the
Temple of Tiachta. Then the opening of the Aflémbly was announced
by facred odes recited by the Ard Fhilidhe, with fymphonic accompa-
niments by the Oirfidigh. The Druids having finifhed their rites and
myfteries, the great fire of Samhuin was lighted up, and the deitics
folemnly invoked to blefs the national councils. 'The three fucceeding

(@9 Mec, Curntin, O'Harrcrax,
days
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days. were 'employed in entertainments and . feftivals ; after which the
national bufinefs commenced in all its departments,. The order and
rc:gulant;,r obferved on this nnpa.ﬁ,on 15 aﬂﬂmﬂung, when we confider
the infantine ftate of fociety at that period in this kingdom. Firft, the
corna (or trumpet) being founded, the Efquires of the nobility and thofe
of the other military orders; prefented themfelves at the hall, and gave
in the fhields and different infignia of their feveral maiters, to'the grand
Marfhal, who, under the direéion of the Royal Seanacha, {ufpended
them according to the rank of their owners (r). . A fecond blaft of the
trumpet gave notice to the target-bearers of the general officers, to.
deliver in their infignia alfo. And on the third found, the princes,
nobility and gEIIEIEIl' officers appeared, and immediately {eated them- .
felves under their different banners without the leaft confufion (s).

“The Feaft being ended, and the tables cleared, the Seanachaidhe ftepped .
forward, and laid their records before 'a committee of the literati, who
Eﬂrﬂfull}' examined them, expunging what feemed apocryphal, and re-
taining unl}r well authenticated fa@ts. The records having paffed this
ordeal, were recommended to the approbation of the Affembly at large. -
This was never denied them ; and they were immediately ordered to be

turned into verfe, and inferted in the Regifter or PsaLTER oF TARA.
Thus poetry became the vehicle of truth and the voice of hlﬂﬂl‘}"
hence the adage, baoi no liter cothuras ; that 1s, vﬂrfc is as good proof as -

profe(t). Ifin the courfe of thts awful {crutiny, any of the Seanachaide ;
were.

(r) Inthe davs of Cuavcer, this was the bulinels of the Mar/fhall in the Lord's Hall (Prol, to
Cant. Tal, 7513.) iwEngland at public feftivals. Sre xsex alludes to this officer. Fairie Queen, B. 5.
c.9. 11. 23

(s) Me. Curntan, OHarroeran. Warwer. OConor.

(t) Bithop NicnovrLsow calls the genealogical poems of our ancient Bards, the chief pillars
whereon our old hiftory is founded. Pref, to Irifk Hifi, Lit, Mr, Harr15 makes a fimilar obfer-

vation.
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were convited of the fmalleft deviation from truth, they were de-
graded from the honor of fitting in this Aflembly, and. fined in pro-

portion to their delinquency.

The examination of the records being finithed, the Affembly pro-
ceeded to the bufinefs of the State.

In the interval between the feflions of the Teamorian Fes, the pro-

vincial and family Seanchaidhe were required to colle@, with diligence
and fidelity, for the infpecion of the States, whatever was worthy to be

recorded in their {feveral diftriéls, in order that no event, which could
either benefit or inform pofterity, fhould be loft. Hence our feveral

PsaLTERS ().

vation. Hiberrica, p. 264. O&. Ed. Much ‘pains have been taken of late to fap this foundation of
our hiftory ; but the affailants have been beaten off by a thﬁpiun in difgniﬁ-—l mean the anony- -
mous author of An Exam, of the Argum, coritained in a late Iniro. to the Hifi, of the ancient Irifk and Scots.
“ The credit of every hiftorian, (fays he) who treats of events beyond his own knowledge, muft rife
or fall in proportion to the means of information he has made ufe of. If he derives it from hearfay
and tradition, he is read with caution ; if he profefles to have learned it from the records of the
country whofe hiftory he writes, his accounts are generally admitted as authentic ; and it has not
béen ulual te give him the diret lie, by flatly denying the exiftence of any fuch records in his time.
If a foreign writer fhould differ with him in the accounts he gives of the fame matters, the error is
commonly charged rather upon the ftranger, than on the native, Thefe are the general rules for
determing the credit due to all hiftorians and analifts, whether ancient or modern: The old writers
of Ireland, and the Pfalter of Cafhel in particular, refer to the more ancicnt records of the country,
fill extint (as they aflert) in their times: and why they are not to be judged by the fame laws as
other writers, 1 profefs I cannot difcover.”"~But it is doing injuftice to the author to give only a few
links of his admirable chain of reafoning=——Gxrcinasso pe 1a Veca, profefles to have coms
piled great part of his Royal Commentaries of Peru from the old national ballads : yet are thefe commen-
taries confidered asthe curer prcLans of the Peruvian hiftory,

(u) This regulation juflihes Dean SwirT’s obfervation, that * as barbarous and ignorant as we
were in former centuries, there was more effe€tual care raken by our anceflors, to preferve the me-
mory of times and perfons, than we find in thisage of learning and politenefs, as we are pleafed to
call ic,”

Lett, 1o the Earl of Oxford.
E This
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This wife Monarch feems to have made the Order of the Bards his
peculiar care. He ordained, that none but young men of genius and
noble defcent, thould be admitted into the order: That the profef-
fion fhould be hereditary ; but when a Bard died, his eftate was to
devolve, not to his eldeft fon, but to fuch of his family as difcovered
the moft diftinguithed talents for poetry and mufic: That every Ard-
Filea might retain thirty inferior Bards as his attendants ; and a Bard
of the fecond clafs be allowed a retinue of fifteen : That the perfon
of each individual belonging to the order, thould be confidered as facred
and inviolable : That the eftates of the Ollaimh were to be unaliena-
ble, and, in the time of civil diffenfion, their houfes to be afylums,

and their lands and flocks to be free from depredation: And finally,
that the number of Ollaimh in different {ciences fhould not exceed

two hundred. Thus by reviving and confirming old laws, and fram-
ing new ones, he opened a dire&t road for abilities to notice and
fame ; he increafed the dignity, fecured the privileges, proteted the
perfons and eftates of the Bards, and prevented their order from be-
coming a burthen to the ftate (w).

He likewife founded an univerfity at T'eamor, called Mur-OLL A~
YAN, in which the youth of the nation were to receive their education
under the Filidhe. Here they were taught the powers of verfe and
fong, by being initiated in the myfleries of metrical cadence, vocal
harmony, and graceful -a&ion. Thefe branches of knowledge were
deemed indifpenfably neceffary to young princes, to candidates
for magifiracy, and to the Ollavain. ‘Thofe Bards, on whom the

higheft degree in this feminary was conferred, preceded all others of
the fame rank in every part of the kingdom (x).

(W) Mc. CorTin, OHarronaw, OCoxor, Wannen,

{x) OCowor. OHaproran,
It
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It too often happens, that thofe who aflift in framing laws are
amongit the firft violators of them. In the reign of Achay the Third,
feveral of the Ollaimh abufing the truft repofed in them, took occa-
fion, in their judicial capacity as Brehons, or legiflative Bards, to in-
vade private property, and to commit feveral flagrant ad@s of injuflice.
The people of Munfter and Leinfter, roufed and exafperated by this
condud, loudly demanded of the ftate, the banifhment of the order
of the Bards, forgetting in their wrath, to malgc that juflt dilerimina-
tion of chara&er, which a little cool refletion would have fuggefted,
but confounded the guilty with the innocent. The Bards obferved
with dread the gathering ftorm, and determined unanimoufly (in a
meeting held by them, for the purpofe of deliberating on the means of
efcaping the prefent danger,) to fly for fhelter to the heathy moun-
tains, the rocky caverns, and the romantic forefts of Scotland, rather
than "wait the chance of being ignominioufly banifhed. But the mu-
nificent and accomplifhed Concovar Mac Nefla, King of Munfier (y),
—(let us fling a veil over his vices)—a friend to the learned in general,
but to the Bards in particular, (feveral of whom at that time, fought,
and found an afylum in his court) interpofed his mediation, and mo-
derated the rage of the people. He prevailed on them to take the
Brehons again into favour on trial, limiting the time of their proba-
tion to the fpace of feven years. He alfo propofed the reduéion of the
whole Bardic order to two hundred, it having fwelled to an enormous
fize. This prince wifely confidered, that it would be very impolitic,

to expel the kingdom {v large a body of the literati, among{t whom

() The charalter of Concovar Mac Nefla, and that of Hiero, King of Sicily, are very fimilar.
Hoth friends, and occabonally votaries of the mufes, they made their courts an af ylum flor banifhed

or difcontented poets, It was to Hiero’s palace Efchylus withdrew, when he loft the poetical prize
to Sophocles.

E 2 there
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there were fo many men of profound erudition, unfhaken integrity
and fplendid abilities. On this principle, and not from a weak par~
tiality for the order, he protected the Bards (z).

But he did not ftop here. He invited to his noble palace of Eama-
nia (a), (the feat of the fine arts,) Forchern, Neid and Atharne of Ben-
Hedar (b), three eminent Ollainth; and with their aid reduced the
laws into axioms, which were thought to be compiled with fo much
wifdom and equity, as to receive the approbation of Heaven: hence
they acquired the appellation of BearTHE-NiMue or celefhial judg-
ments.  And for many fucceeding ages, fays Dr. Warner (c), no
nation was happier in the compiling or execution of laws than this.”
For the better preferving thefe Beathe-Nimhe, they were committed
to the TaisaLe-Fipea, or wood-tables of the learned (d). :

(z) OCowor. O'HALLORAN,
‘(2) ‘Theremains of this palace, which was defigned by the Emprefs Macha, may yef be traced,
: ['h} Ben-Hedar was the ancient name for the Hill of Howth, which I am inclined to confider as
the Mona of Ircland,. This idea the reader may find confiderably expanded in MivLTox’s elegant
yiews of * Seats and Demefnes belonging to the Nobility and Genry of Ireland.’ See Defe. of

Howth.

(c) ‘Hiff. of Irel.
 (d) * 'That the narion had fome public Taiblhe Feneachui (or Taw tables) before this time, we
Jpave reafon to believe, from the regulations made by Ollamh-Fodla, Royney-Rofgadhach, Angus
Oilamh, and others. Whatever they were, it is certain, that they grew obfolete, and were fet alide,
to make way for the arbitrary decifion of the Fileas, Hence the great national clamour againft that
‘order of men, and their expulfion into Ulfter, untl, through the interpofition of Concovar Mac
Neffa, new law-tables were publifhed, and every man, in fome degree, made a judge of what he

owed to the public, asa fellow-fubje®, and to himfelf, as an individual.”
O'Cowonr’s Diff. on Hiff, of Irel. p. 122.

The Uraicoach na Neigear (or Primmer of the Bards} was written by Forchern in thisreign, One
copy of this curious work is in the poffeflion of Col. Vallancey, and another in the library of Trin,

Coll, Dublin. Vide Varrancex’s Iri/A Gramm, eh. 11,
it
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It was in this meeting of the Bards at Eamania, according to the
venerable O'Conor (), that the feveral Filean Gradations were infti-
tuted (f), viz. 1ft. the Focuvucan; 2d. the MAc-rUIRMIDH 5 3d.
the Doss ; 4th. the Canarru ; sth. the Crr; 6th. the ANSTRUTH ;
and 7th. the OrLama.  In no Filean college, from this period, could
a2 Bard obtain the diploma of Ollamh or Do&or, till he had paffed
through the firft fix of thofe degrees; but foon as this honour was
conferred upon him, he was confidered as qualified for any office in
the ftate, and frequently became the minifter, the friend and confidant
of princes. *In days of old (fays Faid'y mac Dair) (g) each King chofe
a Filea for his companion,”—and again—* although it behoveth every
man to inftru& his prince, it is the particular office of the Ollamh Filea,
for to him the prince gives the greateft attention.”™ But every colle-
giate did not arrive, in a flated time (as in our colleges at this day) to:
the higheft, or 7th degree; he only advanced {o far towards it as his
abilities or application would bear him. |

We will now prm:r:cd to give fome account of the nature of thole

Filean gradations ; and of the manner in which the Bards during their
enjoyment of thofe degrees, were attended, proteQed and rewarded for

(¢) Lett. to the Author. Mr, O'Cowox gives this; rather as a conjeCture, than a poliuve”

affervion,
(f) Every order of the Filidhe bore the fame name in the order of the Deaids. Colled. de rebur Hib.

No. 12. p. 5§33 Toranp will not allow that the Bards belonged to the order of the Druids.

Lett: to Lord Molefwoorth on Hifl. of the Druids, MirTow confonnds the Bards and Druids :

“ Where your old Bards,”the famous Druids lie.”
g Lycidas,

Count ALcaroTT1 {eems to have [allen into the fame error 3 he calls the Bards i fucceffort deg li
antichi Druidi. Vide his Lett. al Signor G. T. Hiwe, in Masow's Memotrs of Gray. The Bards:

~ furyived, but did not fucceed to the offices of the Druids.
() In his Leffons for a-Frince. Mac Daire. was Ollamh Filea to Donough, the 2d fon of Brien®

Boirmhe. |
their:
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their prodyélions, either while ftationary, or when they chofe to pere-
grinate (h). In doing this, we fhall take for our guide a Treatife on
the Brehon laws, entitled, Seacht ngraidb Fileadb.

1. The FOCHLUCAN (i) was to be able to repeat thirty, (or accord-
ing to the Breith-Neimbe, twenty) tales, if required, upon any of the
feftivals or public meetings. His reward was two heifers, or one
large cow. He was to be attended for one day, and fupplied with all
kinds of neceilaries ; and if on a journey, he was to be attended by

two men for five days. He was alfo to be furnifthed with an horfe
and a greyhound.

2. The MAC-FUIRMIDH was to repeat forty tales, if required ;
and his reward was three milch cows. He was alfo to be attended for

three days, and fupplied with all kinds of neceffaries ; and to be waited
on by three attendants, on all feftivals and public meetings.

(h) Tt was thus wich the Engliih Minftrels during the middle ages. “ Not only all our Kings,
but almoft all our nobility and men of fortune, had bands of fecular muficians or minftrels in their
fervice, who refided in their families, and even attended them in their journies, for their amufement,
Thefe domeftic minftrels, befides their board, cloathing and wages, which they received from their
mafters, were permitted to perform in rich monafteries and in the caftles of the Barons, upon occa-
fions of feftivity, for which they were handfomely rewarded.”—{HE x r¥’s Hiff, of Great Brir.
vol. 5.)—And for which, Imay add, Smaxesreane calls them * Feaft finding Minftrels,” in his

Rape of Lucrece; When the Irifh Filidhe during their peregrinations, compofed panegyrics for thofe
who entertained them, they were obliged, by an ordinance of their order, to devote one ftanza
at leaft, to their own tribe, Vide O'H. LL. Hiff, of Irel, v, 1. p. 200.

(i) The Fochlucan required onl
confined to their grammatica,

Ollaimh, O'Coxonr.

y to be mafter of the elements of knowledge, fuch as the Greeks

The Mac-Fuirmidh arofe to an bigher clafs ; and fo on to the

3. The
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3. The DOSS (k) was to repeat fifty flories, if required : And his
rewards were variable, according to the nature of the poems or com-
pofitions he recited. Thus, one cow was his reward for that {pecies of
compofition called BomuaN ; a chariot of the value of three cows, for
the fpecies of poem denominated ANuMHNAcH; and five cows for

that which was ftiled NATna. He was to be attended by four learned
men, and he and his attendants fupplied with all kinds of neceffaries.

4. The CANAITH (l) was to repeat a certain number of ftories alfo :
and his reward was in fome meafure regulated by the nature of the
compofitions he recited, as was before mentioned of the Dofs. He was
to be attended by fix men on all public occafions, and fupplied with
all kinds. of neceffaries for eight days; and prote@ed from all accufa-
tions on account of d:bts orany other charge..

5. The reward of the CLI (m) was five cows and ten heifers. He

was to. be attended by eight ftudents in poetry, or in the f{cience he
himfelf profefled, and entertained for ten days ; and he and his atten-

dants fupplied. with all neceffaries, He was alfo to be proteted from
all accufations of every kind.

6. The ANSTRUTH (n) was to repeat for the Affembly half as
many ftories of times paft, as an Ollamh; two-fevenths of ftories on-

(k) The Dofs,. in the order of the Druids, were operators ar executioners of a facrifice, whence is
derived the Latin Sacer-dos, a prieft. The Filean-Dofs were probably fomehow concerned in this
ofice. Varrawcevy,

(1) The Canaith or Cana, were probably kind- of Chorifters. Canadl.and Canuim; to fing.
O'Braew’s Irifh D:iA,

(m) Cli==hence Clerk.
(n) Anfiruth was fo named from fruth, knowing, difterning, and an good, grem, Sruth in [the
modern Irifh, isa man io religious orders, Varvawcerv,

other
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3
other fubjells, and five-feveriths of prime ftories: His reward was twen-
ty kine. He was to be attended by twelve ftudentsin his own {cience ;

to be entertained for fifteen days, and to be protected from all acctfa-
tions during that time; and he and his attendants fupplied with all

manner of neceflaries.

n. The OLLAMH, or Chief Doclor of the Seven Degrees in all the
Sciences, was to be fkilled in the four principal branches of poetry,
and to ftudy in each of them for three years.” He was to have in me-
mory feven times fifty ftories, to tnf&rtain the Affembly. His reward
was twenty milch cows, and he was to be attended by twenty-four
men on all occafions, either at home or abroad ; who were alfo to protect
him, if occafion required. And he and his attendants were to be fup-
plied with all kinds of neceffaries for a month.

At this period there flourithed a Bard named Feircheirtne, who
evinced in the manner of his death, a ftrength of affeGtion for his
patron, and a fublimity of foul, unparalleled in the hiftory of any na-
tion. Feircheirtne was Ollamh-Filea 'tn"ﬂdp_ﬁgh, a celebrated chiet- |
tan, who lived in {plendour on the banks of the Fionnglaife, in the
county of Kerry. This warrior was married to Blanaid, a lady of tran-
{cendent beauty, who had been the meed of his prowefs in fingle com-
bat with Congculionne, a Knight of the Red Branch. But the lady
was fecretly attached to the Knight; and in an accidental interview
which fhe had with him, from the battlements of her caftle, offered to
follow his fortunes, if he would at a certain time, and on receiving a
certain fignal, (both of which the mentionéd,) ftorm the caftle, and put
her hufband and his attendants to the fword. Congculionne promifed
to obferve her dire&ions; and did fo, inundating the caftle with the
blood of its inhabitants. However, Feircheirtne efcaped the flaughter,

and
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and purfued, at a diftance, Blanaid and her ravifher to the court of

Concovar Mac Nefla, determined to facrifice his perfidious miftrefs to
the manes of his patron. When the Bard arrived at Eamania, he found
Concovar and his court, together with the amorous fugitives, walking
on the top of a rock called Rinchin Beara, enjoying the extenfive
profpe@ which it commanded. Blanaid happening to detach herfelt
from the reft of the company, ftood wrapt in meditation on that part of
the cliff which overhung a deep precipice. The Bard ftepping up to
her, began an adulatory converfation ; then fuddenly fpringing for-
ward, he feized her in his arms, and throwing himfelf with her head-

lﬂng down the Prﬂﬂipiﬂ:ﬂ, both were dafthed to Piﬁﬂﬁs (D]

The condu@ of the Bards continued irreprehenfible from the death
of Concovar until Fiachodh mounted the throne of Ulfter. Then, and
once in the reign of Maolchabba, who governed the fame province
the hand of the monarch was raifed to chaftife them : but they were
thielded from the impending firoke by thofe generous princes, who
invited and kindly received them into their dominions (p).

Anno Mundi 3649, a great revolution was occalioned in Ireland by
the united powers of female poefy and' mufic, Cobthaigh having
waded to the throne through the blood of his brotlter Leoghaire, and
his nephew Oilliol-Aine, only fpared the life of his grand-nephew Maon,
becaufe the natural weaknefs of his frame feemed to indicate a {peedy
diffolution. But Maon was deftined by thie Deity to be the inftrument of
His vengeance on the barbarous ufurper.  Being privately conveyed to
the court of the King of South Munfter, he continued there in fecret
for fome time. Here his health was gradually eftablifhed, while he im-

proved his mind with unremitted diligence. During his continuance

(o) KeaTine.
(p) Ibid,
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in this court he became enamoured of the beauteous Moriat, the
King's daughter. Nor was the princefs infenfible of his merit and
perfonal attraltions ; but fhe carefully concealed her paffion. His
friends growing anxious for his fafety, he went, at their folicitations,
to France, where he was honourably received, and promifed prote&ion
by the then reigning King. Averfe from a life of ina&ivity, he led
fome of his proteCtor’s forces into the field, and fignalized himfelf in
feveral actions. 'The fame of his valour reached Moriat, and awaken-
ed her palffion for him. Love, which has been often known

Spirero nobil fenfi a rozzi petti ;
Raddolcira delle lor lingue il fuono—

made a paetefs of the princefs. She compofed an ode, in which fhe
:xtn]led the valorous exploits of Maon, urged him to revenge the
murder of his father and grandfather, and exhorted him to make an
effort to recover the throne of his anceftors. With this ode, and pro-
per directions, Craftine, a celebrated Harper, was difpatched to the
French court. Seizing a favourable opportunity, he began to fing it
m’ the prefence of the Prince, whofe attention was foon caught by

the fweetnefs of the numbers, and the melodious accompaniment of
the mufician : but when he heard the fubje@ mentioned, he cagerly

enquired the name of the author, and had his curiofity as foon grati-
fied.. It was now his turn to obey the refiftlefs power of love. Im-
mediately and fuccefsfully foliciting the aid of the French King, to
fupport ‘his pretenfions to the Irith Monarchy, he fet fail for Ireland,

and wrefted the fceptre from thc hands of Cobthaigh. Soon as he

was fecurely feated on the throne, he adorned it rw:th thﬂ }uvcly
Moriat (@}

(1) Kearine. OHarrorax, Wanwex.

Cormac
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Cormac O Conn, who was proclaimed Monarch Ann. Dom. 254,

demands our particular notice—not as a brave and vi€orious Prince
—but as a friend and patron of the fine arts. Soon after his acceffion,
he eftablifhed three academies at Tara :—the firft, a military academy,
for inftruting the young nobility in the ufe of arms; the fecond, an
hiftoric one, where the Seanachaidhe aflfembled from time to time, to
examine the public records ; the third, an academy, for the Breitheam-
hain (or Brehons) to meet in, to fuperintend, explain and render law
and juftice compatible (r).

Though Cormac lived in all the fplendour of an Afiatic prince, his
dnmeﬁm regulations were deemed fo excellent, that they were uni-
formly adopted by feveral of his fucceflors. ‘Thefe were, (1ft.) a Prince
of the blood for a companion. (2dly.) A Brehon, to confult in all
critical cafes. (3dly.) A Druid, to direét his confcience. (4thly.) A chief
Phyfician to fuperintend his health. (sthly.) An Ollamh-re-Seanacha,
to confult in points of hiftory and chronology. (6thly.) An Ard-Filea, to
rehearfe his own praifes, and thofe of his anceftors. (7thly.) An Ollamh-
re-Ceol, with a band of mufic to foften his pillow, and folace him in
times of relaxation (s). And (8thly.) three Stewards of the Houfe-
hold (t). The nature of each department of thefe different officers is
elegantly fet forth in a very ancient Irith poem, beginning thus,

Teambair na riogh, rath Cormac, &c. (u)

(r) Keating, OHarvoraw, Warwer.

(s) ** The ancient ufe of mufic wasto compofe monarchs, when by reafon of the cares of empire,
they ufed to pafs whole nights in reftlefs inquietude,” Warnvnrox's Notes on Love's Labour Lafl,
When the Cham of Tartary 1s {eated at dinner, * nn man is fo hardy as to fpeak to him, except it
be muficians to folace the Emperour,” Sir J. MawpevinLe's Travels, ch, 48.

(t) OHavrvoran.e=Perhaps thofe flewards of the houlhold afled as Senefchalls at publie
feltivals, We find fuch an officer in the houthold of the Englifh nobility in the reign of Henry SiA,
Vide Stowe’s Survey, p. 315. ed. 1500

(u) This poem may be found in KeaTinc's Hifl, of Irel.,

F 2 Cormac
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Cormac having loft an eye, in an hoftile invafion of the province of
Connaught, was obliged to refign the reins of government; for no
Monarch who had either a perfonal ‘or a mental defect, was allowed
to fill the throne of Ireland (v). From the fummit of human glory,
he defcended to a little rural retreat at Anacoil, in the meighbourhood
of Teamora. ~ Here he called forth the powers of his mind, and exer-
cifed them in fupervifing A TREATISE ON THE Laws AND Osne-
DIENCE DUE To Princes; and in writing Apvice To A King, a
work in which he treats of the Laws of Poets, Philofophers, Antiqua-
ries and Druids (w). In this peaceful retirement he learned to defpife
the pomp of Kings, and difcovered, by deep reflection, the abfurdity
of Druidifm (x). And here too he died. The chara&er of this Prince
has been thus laconically drawn by an Irith writer : Budh righ, budgh
phaidb, budb file ; budb e cean a cavimb-fine. ,

In the reign of this Monarch, fuch of the Filidhe as had paffed
‘the feven gradations of their order, and _I'E:Eﬂil*‘_ﬂd. by diploma the degree
of Ollamh Filea, were raifed to a diftinguithed place in the legiflative
Fes of Teamor, which was re-eftablithed by Cormac. For this ho-
nourable fituation they were well qualified ; for every Ollamh Filea was
obliged to learn by rote the Breith-nimhe, in order to be able to affift

(v) 'This was the cafe in Wales, * Jonveth, furnamed Drwydwn, or with the broken nofe,
the father of Llywelyn, was the eldeft fon“of Owain Groynedd, but was not fuffered to enjoy his
right, on account of that blemith.” Evans’s fpec. of Welth Poet, p. 31. note,

(w) OHarvroraw.

(x) The opinions which Cormac had formed in his retirement of Druidifm being divulged, lef-
fened confiderably the influence which the Druids, thofe Jefuits of antiguity, had over the minds of
the people,

the
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the memory of the Brehon, on whom he ufually attended in court ;
{o that they muft have been pofiefled of much legal knowledge (y)-

Let us now turn to Fin, the brighteft ornament of Cormac’s court,
and the pride of Irith heroes (z). This great commander was fon of
Cumhal, who was lineally defcended from Niah Neacht, King of
Leinfter (a). His exploits, and the viclories obtained by the Fiann (or
Militia) which he commanded, ‘are tecorded by fo many of our hifto-
rians, and fo often fung by our Bards, that it is not neceflary we
thould, norindeed is'it our bufinefs, to enlarge on them here.” Howe-
ver, there is one circumftance in his life which we will take leave to
mention. Corimac, at the head of the Fian, and attended by our hero,
failed into that part of North Britain which lies oppofite to Ireland,
where he planted a colony of Scots, (the name which the Irith then
bore) as an eftablithment for Carbry Riada, his coufin-german ().
This infant colony, which the Irifh Monarch foftered with the folicitude
of a iparent, was ofteri’ prote@ed from the opprefiive power of the
Romans by detachments from the Fian, under the command of Fin,
occafionally ftationed in the circumjacent country. Hence the claim of

(y) Colledt. derebus Hib. No. 1o. pref. top. 13, Alter the complex charatler of Legiflator and
Bard had feparated inthe Grecian flates, the Bard vras employed to affit the magiftrate in the high
tafk of governing the people, Broww's Diff. on Foe, and Mufic. p. 99.

(z) ‘Though Cucullin flourifhed about 200 years before the reign of Cormac, Mr. Macpher{on

has made him cotemporary with Fin, whom he calls Fingal.
. (a) Vide Letters on the Poems of Oifin, by Mr. OHarronax, in the Dub, Mag. for Janm,

1763
(b) In procefs of time this colony gave Monarchs to the kingdom of Scotland, and their polterity

reign at this day over the Britifh empire. O'Coxon.—Mr. Macxvriw, with his ufual humonr,
qlludes to this circomftance in his Lowe a la Mode, where he makes Sir Call. O'Brallaghan flar,
““ Why, little Terence Flaherty O'Brallaghan was the man who went over from Carrickfergus, and

peopled all Scotland with his own hand-.”
the
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the Scots to Fin, whom one of their writers has dignified with the title
of “ King of woody Morven :” and hence the many traditional tales

concerning him and his militia, which are ftill current on the weftern
coaft of Scotland (c). '

The ceremony, which (if Mr. Macpherfon is to be credited) was
uled by Fin when he prepared for an expedition, ftrongly marks the
manners of thefe gloomy times. A Filea, at midnight, went to * the
hall of fhells,” {where the tribes feafted on folemn occafions,) raifed the
war-fong, and thrice called the fpirits of their deceafed anceftors to
come *“ on their clouds’ to behold the a&ions of their children. He
then hung a fhield on a tree, firiking it, at times, with the blunt end
of a fpear, and finging the war-fong between. Thus he did for three

{ucceflive nights. In the mean time, meflengers were difpatched to
fummon together the feveral tribes. (d)

Fin fell, A. D. 2904, in an engagement at Rathbrea, on the banks
of the River Boyne, near Duleek (e). In confequence of this event,

the

(e) “ W, therefore, we may reafon from a part to the whole, it is juft to conclude, that all the
“ fongs preferved in the Highlands relative to the F ingalians, are alfo Irith.  They are wholly con-
** fined to the Weftern coaft of the Highlands,oppofite Ireland, and the very traditions of the country
** themfelves acknowledge the Fingalians to be originally Irith.” Hirv's Ancient Erfe Poems,

See allo Mr, PinkerToN' elegant and ingenious Effay on the Origin of Scottifh Poetry, (p. 43.)
prefixed to his valuable colle@ion of Ancient Scostifh Poems,

(d) Note on Temora. B. 4. This poem in a few years fwelled from a

epic poem of fix books. Vide Offian’s Poems
alavo, publifhed in 1773

(¢) OCoxor.~=The maaner of Fin's death is varioufly related. In the Aunals
i is faid, he was flain at Rathbrea (to which place he

Lubdrein, a fitherman,

fwall fragment into a large
» in quarto, (publithed in 1962) and in two vols.

of Innis-fallen,
had retired) by the ftroke of the gaff of Athlach
On this occafion an ancient poet wrote the following lines .

Refolv'd in peace to fpend his future days,
Retir'd from labour, and in tranquil eafe :

Ne



THE IRISH BARDS, & 29

the name of Rathbrea was changed into that of Killeen, or Cill-Fhin,
that is, the burying-place of Fin. Fin's death was immediately fol-
lowed by the diffolution of the Fian.

Our hero was fometimes called Fin Almhain, from his palace which
ftood at Almhain, (or Allen) in the county of Kildare (f). He was
not deficient in any accomplithment of his time: but he was pre-
eminent in poetry and mufic ; arts of which none of the Fiann were
allowed to be ignorant. In a poetical dialogue between Oifin and
St. Patrick, (which was probably the produ&ion of a Bard of the
middle ages) we find Oifin thus extolling the vocal powers of his
father :— When Fin fat upon a hill, and fung a tune to our heroes,
which would enchant the multitude to fleep: O! how much fweeter
was it than thy hymns.”—Fin was twice married. His firft wife

Gmme (h), a daughter of Cormat:, intrigued WIth Dermid (1], one uf'

No more with l'.mli the foreft to befer,

No more for war h's heroic arms to wher.

But thus intent a quiet life to lead,

Falle Athleach Duddrein’s fon did him behead,

Thus fell the famous, warlike hero: Fion;
His mother Murin’s darling, fav'rite fon,

The I'urtgmng lines are preferved in the Amnalsof Innis-fallen. "The verfion which I liave given
of them, was taken froma tranflation of that valuable work now preparing for the prefs by ;a young
gentleman of this city. -

(1) Mr, Macruerson :hﬂ;l :Iungﬁ Alwhain into Albain, that is, Scotland : for m and &
are commutable in tl!ln Gielic hﬂhﬂnn-ﬂ'tlu: hngu:g: R c‘ii-cnmﬂ:nu of which he' takes advan-
H_EE- | :. : ; l| rr F

gy Mz, O'Conon u:inrml me. (in one of Il.lti Jetters) that Iu': huri this dialogue recited at one of
our weddings. The paffage I have inferted in the text, I took from one of thofe poems which were
eollected by Mr. Hivr. among the Scottifh Highlands, p. 23.

(h) Mr. Macruerson, who exerts an arbitrary, power over names, has changed Graine into
Rolcrana, in the tran{ation of an elegant litle poem on the loves of that amorous lady and Fin,
which he attributes to Colgan, chief Bard to Cormac.

() Mr. Smrtn has freely and elegantly tranflated a poem on the death of Dermid, entidled,
ﬂ‘ﬁrﬂﬁﬂrﬁ' Diarmod ar Torne nembie, Vide Gaslic Antig,

his
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his fubordinate officers, in confequence of which he repudiated her,
and wedded her fifter Aibbhe. "By +hr:-l'c wives he had feveral chil-

dren, the moft celebrated of whom was

. OrsiN, an mtrﬂptd hero, and one of the moft eminent poets of
hlE age. 'To this great man feveral fugitive pieces of Irith and Erfc

poetry have been attributed (k) : but only a few fragments of his
works, and thofe much mutilated and ill-authenticated, have come

down to us. Indeed had his produions reached us in a ftate of ori-
ginal perfection, our beft Irifh {cholars would have found much dlﬂ‘iuul-

ty in tranflating them. For there are many paffages in Irith poems, of
the fifth and fixth centuries, which feem at prefent, and probably
ever will r:mam, inexplicable (1).. Yet, we are told, that the poems
of Oifin are recited and fung, at this day, by ignorant Scottifh hinds,
though the charalters of the langnage in which they were compofed,
are as unintelligible to the modern Scots, as the hierogliphics of the

Egyptians.

At this diftant period it is impoffible to afcertain the time of Oifin’s
birth, or the part of Ireland in which he was born : and it is equally
impoflible to afcertain the place of his refidence, for the life of a mili«
tary man is erratic. But it is certain, that in the county of Donegal
there is « a cloud capt” mountain called Alt Offoin, around which (ac-

cording to a learned writer) is the whole fcenery fo finely defcribed
by Mr. Macpherfon in 475 Oifin’s Poems : And to the northward of

(k) * Since the order of the Bards has ceafed, fays Mr, Smith, almoft all the ancient Gielic poems
are aferibed to Offian,” Ibid.

() O'Conor, Seea curious note on this fubjet in Ogygia vindicated, p: 20. See alfo Evans’
Spec. of Welfk Poetry., Note on No. g,

Lough-



Lough-Derg are the mountains, caverns and lakes of Fin (m). Here
the peafant as he hies to his field—the images imprefled on his youth-
ful mind, being awakened by the fcenes around him—* hums to
himfelf the tale of other times ;” and, thould he unexpeétedly hear
the foft tread of an approaching foot, or a ruftling amidft the bufhes,

he ftarts, and tremblingly turns around, expeing to behold the airy
form of fome Finian hero. In an extra& made by Camden, from an
ActouNT oF THE MANNERS OF THE NaTive IrisH, in the 16th
Century, “ they think (fays the author) the fouls of the deceafed are
“ in communion with the famous men of thofe places, of whom
“ they retain many flories and fonnets; as of the Giants Fin Mac-
“ Huyle, Ofker-Mac-Ofshin, or Ofshin-Mac Owin; and they fay
“ through illufion, that they often fee them (n).”

Oifin lived to lament the death of his fon Ofcar, (the child of his

beloved wife Evarallin,) who was killed by the hand of the Irith Mo-
narch, Cairbre Liffecar, in the battle of Guara, A. D. 296. Nor is it

improbable, that the venerable Bard continued after this melancholy
event, to advance in the vale of life, until * the mift of years clofed

upon his light (0).” How beautifully has Mr, Macpherfon made him
lament the lofs of his fight, in an apoftrophe to the Sun, in the poem
of Carthon (p)! *“ O thou that rolleft above, round as the fhield of my

G fathers !

(n) Golled. de rebus Hib, No. 12, pref. p. 6. With all due deference to my learned friend, |
will take leave to obferve, that the whole fcenery of Macpherfon's poems cannot be immediately
arcund Al-Offoin, as the fcenes of many of his heroes’ battles lay in Scotland.

(n) Ginsson’s Ed. of Camden’s Brit. publifhed in 1695, p. 1048,

(0) Mr. Pravrain, in his Chronology, makes Oifin flourith about A, D. 300,

(p) A young lady, on whole veracity 1 have the firmeft reliance, informed me, that her father
had a labourer, who was in poffeflion of two volumes of Irifh MS. Poems, which, in her in fance,
{he often heard him read to a ruftic audience in her father’s ficlds, The bold imagery, and marvellous

air
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fathers ! Whence are thy beams, O Sun! thy everlafting light 7 Thou
comeft forth, in thy awful beauty, and the ftars hide themfelves in the
{ky ; the moon, cold, and pale, finks in the weflern wave. But thou
thyfelf moveft alone: who can be a companion of thy courfe! The
oaks of the mountain fall: the mountains themfelves decay with
years : the ocean fhrinks and grows again : the moon herfelf 1s loft
in Heaven ; but thou art for ever the fame, rejoicing in the brightnefs
of thy courfe. When the world is dark with tempefts ; when thunder
rolls, and lightning flies; thou lookeft in” thy beauty, from the clouds,
and laugheft at the florm. But to Offian, thou lookeft in vain ; for he
beholds thy beams no more ; whether thy yéllow hair flows on the
caftern clouds, or thou trembleft at the gates of the weit. But thou
art, perhaps, like me, for a feafon, and thy years will have an end.
Thou fhalt fleep in thy clouds, carelefs of the voice of the morning.—
Exult then, O Sun, in the ftrength of thy youth! Age is dark and
unlovely ; it is like the glimmering of the moon, when it fhines
through, broken clouds, and the miit is on the hills ; the blaft of the
north is on the plain, the traveller fhrinks in. the midft of his jour-

Lh ]

ney.

But Oifin was not Fin’s chief Bard, or Ollamh-re-Dan.” This ho-
pourable ftation was filled by Fergus Fihbheoil (of the fweet lips)

air of thefe poems, fo captivated her youthful fancy, that they remained for {ome years ftrongly 1m-
preffed on her memory. When Mr, Macpherfon’s Offian’s Poems were put into her hands, fhe was
furprifed to. find in them, her favourite Irifh tales, decked with meretricious ornaments; and her
blultering heroes Fin, Con, Cuchullin, &c. fo polithed in their manners, In the poem of Carthon,
(with the original of which fhe had been particularly delighted) fhe thinks Mr. Macpherfon kept
very clofe to his original ; but fhe can only difcover faint traces of the othertales here and there in
his Epic Poems. What pity that thofe precious volumes are irrecoverably loft [—at lealt to chis
kingdom. Since the literary curiofity of my fair informant was awakened, fhe has made feveral vain
enquiries for them,—Perhaps they were picked up by fome Scorcn Greaxer of Irifh Poems,—
for fuch perfons have been {een in this kingdom.

another
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another fon of the great Finian commander; a Bard on whom {uc-
ceeding poets have beftowed almoft as many epithets, as Homer has
given to his Jupiter. In feveral poems flill extant he is called, fir-glie
(the truly ingenious); fathach (fuperior in knowledge); Jocal-geur
({killed in the choice of words) &c. &c. So perfuafive was his elo-
quence, that, united with his rank, it acquired him an almoft univerfal

aicendency.

But it was in the field of battle that Fergus’ eloquence proved of
real utility. In a fine ancient heroic poem called CaTu-FIN-TRAGHA,
(The Battle of Fintry) Fin is often reprefented as calling on Fergus to
anithate the drooping valour of his officers, which the Bard never fails
to do effe@ually. In this battle Oifin was beginning to yield in a

fingle combat ; which being obferved by Fergus, he addrefled fome
encouraging ftrains to him in a loud voice. 'Thefe were heard by

Oifin, and his foe fell beneath his fword (q).

Several admitable poems attributed to Fergus are ftill extant. We
will enumerate them here.—~DaARrRGO, a poem, written on occafion
of a foreign Prince of that name, invading Ireland. Dargo encoun-
tered the Fenii, and was flain by Goll, the fon of Morni.——CaTn-
Gasura (The Battle of Gabhra). This battle was fought by the
Fenii againft Cairbre, the Monarch of Ireland, whofe aim in provoking
it, was to fupprefs the formidable power of that Legion. Cairbre’s life
fell a facrifice to this bold attempt. Thefe poems abound with all
the imagery, fire and glowing defcription of the ancient Giclic, and
juftify the praifes beftowed on Fergus. Each poem concludes with
- Fergus’ atteftation of his being the authot. Befides thefe, there are a

(q) OHarrorax, Hifl. of Irel, vol. 1. p. 275,
G 2 PANE
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Panegyric on Goll, the fon of Morni, and another on Ufgar. In
the latter, the poet has interwoven an animating harangue to the
hero, who is the fubject of it, in the battle of Gabhra. The dition
of thefe panegyrics is pure, nervous and perfuafive. And to each, the
name of Fergus, the Poet, fon of Fin, is prefixed as author (r):

The number of Bards that flourithed at this period muft have been
very confiderable ; for each Cath of the Fenii, had not only a band
of mufic attendant on it, but alfo a certain number of Filidhe to re-
hear(e their deeds, and excite them to feats of glory (s).

Diod. Siculus informs us, in his account of the Gauls, that when
~armies were ready to engage, if their Bards but came between them,
they immediately put an end to the battle ; as if their warriors were fo
many wild beafts, which they had charmed by the power of their fongs.

This extraordinary power was poffefled in an eminent degree by the
Irith Bards. We will fele& one inftance from many.—In the celebrated

contention for precedence between Fin and Goll, near Fin's palace, at
Almhain, the attending Bards obferving the engagement to grow very
ftharp, were apprehenfive of the confequence, and determined, if
poflible, to caufe a ceffation of hoftilities. To effe@ this, they fhook
the Cbain of Silence, and flung themfelves amongft the ranks, extolling
the {weets of peace, and the atchievements of the combatants’ anceftors,
Immediately both parties laying down their arms, liftened with at-
tention to the harmonious lays of their Bards; and in the end, re-
warded them with precious. gifts. This circumftance has been cele-

(¥) For thefe obfervations on Fergus’ Productions T'am indebred'to Mr. T OFranwacan, (a
Student of Trinity College, Dublin), the brilliancy of whofe gemus will, I predi@, fhed a luftre on

fome of our Bardic Remains, which, he is now about to tranflate,
(3] OHarroran,

brated
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brated in an ancient Legend called, BRUIGAN BEAG NA H' ALMUINE,
in the following words (t) :—Is an fin do eirgbe an Fili fir-glie fat-
bach, foeal-geur, agus an deagh-fbear-duafmbar-Dana, togbion FEARGUS,
Fili Mac Fin, agus aos Ealaidbeana na Feine mar aon fris, agus do ghab-
badar Duaine, agus Dreacht, agus deagh-Dbana dona Lao chra fin, cum

a ceofg, agus a cceannfaidbe 5 agus an fin do Jguireadar da'n oirleach agus
da'n Athchuma re cheile, agus re cantain na Filidbe do leagadar na b’ airm

ar lar agus do thogbbadar na Filidbe iad, agus do ghabbadar Greim Si the
agus reitigh eatora (u).

IV. HAVING thus groped our way through the. dark ages of
Paganifm, we will henceforth proceed with that fteady ftep and con-

fident air, which a benighted traveller afflumes, on obferving the mifts
of the morning tinged with the glowing radiance of the rifing {un.

(t) A copy of this poem is in the poffeflion of the Rev. Dr. Youwe, F. T. C. D.—A funilar
inflance of the influence of a Britifh Bard is thus related by Dravron, in bis Polyolbion :
And, as you were moll drad,
So yee (before the reft) in fo great reverence had
Your Bards, which fung your deeds, that whe fterne hofts have ftood

With lifted hands to ftrike (in their inflamed blood)
One Bard but comming in, their murd'rous {words had flaid ;

In his moft dreadful voice as thundring Heaven had faid,
Stay Britans : when he fpake, his words fo powreful were.
| Song 6.
We find, the Irifh Clergy in the r1th century poffefling the fame influence on contending armies,

O'Havvorax's Hifi. of Irel. v. 2 p. 297.
(u) Through this Legend, (like Hift. de las ciwviles guerras de Granada, {o honourably noticed by

Bithop Percy in his delefable Religues, v. 1. p. 337) a great number of heroic fongs and fhort
poems are inter(perfed, to illufirate and diverflify the narrative, There are ftill extant, feveral
hiftoric narrativesin the lrifh language, conftruted in the fame manner,

like
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‘When the light of the gofpel firft dawned on this ifland, the dark
myf{teries of the Druids were revealed, and their whole order melted,
like a vifion, intoair (w). But the order of the Bards continued for
many f{ucceeding ages, invariably the fame (x); with this difference,
however, that inflead of raifing peans to falfe Gods, they oftentimes
attuned their Harps to ‘the praifes of the Moft High. Dubthach Maa
Lughair, an eminent Bard, and Ard-Filea to Leogaire (v), Monarch of Ire-
land, who was converted to Chriftianity from the errors of Heatheni(m,

** turned (fays Jocelyn) (z) hic poetry, which in his youth he had employ-
““ ed in the praifes of falfe Gods, to a better ufe, and now changing his
“ opinion and language, compofed more elegant poems, to the honour
“of the Omnipotent God, and the praifes of his Saints.” Feich, or

Fiach, a Bard, who had flourifhed at the fame period, (and had been
a difciple of Dubthach) was appointed Bithop over the church of Sletty,
by St. Patrick, in whofe praife he wrote an hymn in Irith, which has
been publithed with a literal tranflation into latin, by Colgan. In
an ancient MS. called the RomaNce oF CEARBHALL (a), we find

(w) “ The latt place we read of them (the Druids) in the Britith dominions, is Ireland, where

** they continued in full poffeflion of ail their ancient power till the year 432 afier Chrift, when St.
* Patrick undertook the converfion of that ifland.”

Borrnse’s Ant. of Cormwall, p. 155. L
(x) Bucnawnaw, fpeaking of the Bards, favs, * many of their ancient cuftoms yet remain ; yea,
there is almoft nothing changed of them in Ireland, but only ceremonies and rites of religion.

Hift. of Scotl, B. 2.
(y) It wasin the prefence of Leogaire that St. Patrick difputed with the Druids.

(z) Hawris’s Ed, of Wanes Works, v. 2. p. 126, .

(2) Inthe poffeffion of Col. Varraxcey., Vide Colled. de rebus, Hib, No, 13. p. 37. The.
Grecian as well as the Irith heroes, fometimes folaced their private hours with the Harp. 'T'he de-
legates fent by Agamemnon to Achilles found him playing on that inflrument

Amusd at eafe, the godlike man they found,
Pleas’d with the folemn Harp’s harmonious found.
With this he foothes his angry foul, and fings
Th" immortal deeds of heroes and of kings,

Pore,

this
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this paflage, *“ agus roboi Cearbball an tan fin ag orphideadh & Aofar cum-
“ tha idir anda codblai ; that is,~and at that time Cearbhall was playing
““ on his Harp, to the Almighty Aofar (God) after his firft fleep.”

Nor is it to be wondered at, that the order of the Bards fhould ef-
efcape the fate of that of the Druids, on this great revolution in re-
ligion. For; it was through the means of the Bards only that the
Prince or Chieftan could hope for immortality to his fame : Without
them too, the feafl, however luxuriouily fpread, would prove in-
fipid (b). ** So ftrong was the attachment of the Celtic nations to
“ their poetry and their Bards (fays the elegant Blair) (c), that amidft
¢ all the changes of their governments and manners, even long after
“ the order of the Druids was extin&, and the national religion altered,
¢ the Bards continued to flourith; not as a fet of ftrolling fongfters,
“ like the Greek A«soi or Rhapfodifts, in Homer’s time, but as an
“ order  of men highly refpected in the ftate, and fupported by a pub=-
“ lic eftablilhment. We find them, according to the teftimonies of
“ Strabo and Diodorus, before the age of Auguflus Cefar; and we
“ find them remaining under the fame name, and exercifing the fame
“ funclions as of old, in Ireland, and in the north of Scotland, almoft
‘. down to our own times.”

(b) It was thus with the Greeks, Amonglt that people there was no convivial affembly withoue
a Bard : |

I fee the {moke of facrifice afpire,
And hear, awhar graces ev'ry feafl, the lyre,
ﬂ.r.fp_j" b. 17,
In ancient times, no grand fcene of feftivity in England was complete without a Minftrel, Prrcy's
Religues, v. 2. p. 170, :
(¢) Diff, en the Poems of Offian.

After
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After the introdu&ion of Chriftianity, fome of our Bards alted in

the double capacity of Bards and Clergymen (d). So late as the 13th
century we find Donchad O’Daly, Abbot of Boyle, excelling all the

other Bards of his time in the hymnal {pecies of poetry (e).

Soon after St. Patrick (e) had eftablithed Chriftianity and his own

Supremacy in this kingdom, Dubthach and Rofa, two celebrated Bards,
recommended to him the examination and corre&tion of the Irith Chro-
nicles and Genealogies (f). But he modefily declined undertaking,
fingly, this arduous and honourable office, alledging in excufe, his
ignorance of the antiquities of the ifland, and the pedigrees of the
different families : however, he deemed a revifion of the national re-
cords abfolutely neceflary, and offered his aid. At his defire, there-
fore, Leogaire convened a committee for this purpofe at Teamor, con-
fifting of three Kings, three Prelates, and three Senachaidhe :=~the
Kings were, the Monarch himfelf, Daire King of Ulfter and Con-
naught, and the King of Munfter ; the Prelates, St. Patrick, the pious
Binen, and the judicious Cairnach; and the Seanachaidhe, Dubthach,
Feargus, and Rofa. This refpe&able committee expunged from the
national records, whatever feemed improbable and doubtful, and
purged them of their corrupt conne&ions with Paganifm. The records,
thus purified and authenticated, were tranferibed into the SEANACHAS

(d) Hence (according toMacruenson) they had the name Cllére, which is probably derived
from II-]E L:luin Clericus, Note on Temora, b, 6,~The Enghifh Minflrels too were adinitted to fome
of the inferior henors of the clerical charater, Vide Notes on Percy's Eff. on the anc, Eng,
Minifl, p. 40,

(¢) O'Coxonr’s Diff. on Hiff. of Irel. p. 3. and fee allo Arcupary’s Mnaflicen Hibernicum
(p- 602.) a late valuable acceflion to the ftock of Irifh literature,

(f) Mr. O'Harroraw thinks that St. Patrick introduced amongf(t us the Roman alphaber, Hif,

of Irel.v. 2, Lord LyrrLeToN feems to be of the {ame opinion. [ifl, of the Life of Hen. 2. v, 3.
b. 4. The Irith chara&er now, fora time, fell into difufe '

MoReE,
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MoRr &, (or great Book of Antiquity). Of this venerable volume many
copies were taken, and by the unanimous confent of the committee,
intrufted to the care of the Bifhops, to be by them depofited in their
feveral churches and monafteries, for the benefit of pofterity. Moft of

thefe copies were deftroyed, during the ravages of ,the Danes and
Englifh ; but ftill, feveral ineftimable fragments of them are to be found
in public libraries, and in the hands of the curious. Amongft thefe frag-
ments are, LEABHAR-ARDAMACHA,—PsarTaIR Cuarsit,—LEas-
HAR GHLIN-DA-LOCH,~—LEABHAR-IRSE Curvana-Mic-Nois,
Leasuar Frontaiy CHrvaNa H'AIGHNIGH,~LEABHAR DUBH
MuoraiGE,~LEABHAR GABALA, and LEABHAR NA HUAIDHOHAN-

GABTHALA (g)-

But the wifdom of our Apoftle was not merely cxercifed on the
records of the kingdom. He alfo revifed and correed the Breith-

Neithme. It was probably at this period they were turned into profe.
Several of thefe laws, with tranflations and illuftrations, have been
lately given to the public, by a gentleman, to whom the literary world
in general, but the Irifh antiquaries in particular, have many and great
obligations. In a fumptuary code of thofe laws (which had been con-
firmed by Mogha Nuadhad, who was killed at the battle of Moylean

A. D. 192) I find the following curious articles refpecting the Bards (h).

“ The lawful value of a filver bodkin to a King, or Profeflor,
(2 Bard, or Ollamh) is thirty heifers, if the fame be made of refincd
filver.”

(g) St Patrick, in the excels of his zeal, committed to the flames feveral hundred volumes, relat-
ing to the affairs of the Druids in particplar, and the kingdom i1 general, This literary conflagration

occafioned a wide chafm in our annals.

(h) Colled. de rebus Hib, vol. 1.
H “ The
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«« The lawful price of cloaths for Lolydays, is alike to all Airech
febes, and they are to pay for the fame in three gales : but if any fkir-
mifh or difpute fhall happen on this payment, on the Convention days
of the States, or holycdays of the Ollamhs, the perfon found guilty of
{fuch a fray fhall forfeit his Eric.”

“ The lawful value of cloathing to a Poetefs, or to the Wife of a
Bard, according to the old law. If he be of long ftanding in the tribe,
it is proper he fhould be made free. Three milch cows is the value of

a free Poet’s cloathing and of his Wife’s : it is the fame from the Chief
Bard of a Flaith (petty Prince) to the Ollamh, or Poet Laureat; and
the value of their wives cloathing is the fame.

- “ The lawful price of the cloathing of an Ollamh, or Poet Laureat,
and of the Anra, or fecond Poet, is five milch cows.”

Dr. Keating, after dwelling fome time on the happy effets of St.
Patrick’s Miffion, and the miracles performed by him, takes a retrof-
petive view of the Pagan ages, and colleting the moft celebrated
Bards of thofe times into a body, thus enumerates them chronologi-
cally, but without marking the ra in which each Bard flourithed :—
Amergin Glungeal ; Sean Macaighe ; Brigh Banughdar, (from whom the
word Brighe in the Irifh language is become proverbial) ; Conla Caoin
Bhreathach, the famous Antiquary of the province of Connaught; Sean-
chan Mac Cuil Chlaoins; and the learned Faethna his fon ; Seanchan, the
fon of Oiliolla ; Moran, the fon of Maoin; Feargus Fianaidhe in Kerry ;
Luachra Feircheairtine, a celebrated Poet ; Neidhe, the fon of Aidhna ;
Aitherne, the fon of Amhnpas; Feargus, a Poet of note, the fon of
Aithirne ; Neara, the fon of Fionnchuil from Sioduibh ; Seadamus, the
fon of Moruinn, Fearadhach Fionnfathach, the principal author of the

Wispom
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Wispom oF THE King oF IrRevanp; Fithall Feargus, a good Poet ;
Rofa, the fon of Tirchin ; and Dubthach o Lugair.

The fourth century was adorned with Torna Egeas, Olamh-Filea
to Nial the Great. Several of this Batd's produtions are extant, viz.
a Poem beginning thus,

Dasl Catha, idir Cere, an Niall ; &c.

another poem afferting the pre-eminence of the Northern Line; and a
few fweet lines on Relic-na-Riogh, near Cruachain, a royal ceme-

tery (i).

A negative proof of the great reverence in which the order of the
Bards was held, and of the facrednefs of their perfons, even in the midft
of flaughter, occurs in this century. Eochaidth, the then Monarch,
was defeated by Eana, King of Leinfter, at the battle of Cruachan,
In this engagement, Eana killed Cetmathch, Laureat Bard to the Mao-
narch, although he fled for refuge under the fhields of the Leinfler
troops. For this bafe deed, fo fingular and fo abhorred, as to be deemed
almoft * a'deed without a name,” the ruthlefs King was ftigmatized
with the epithet Cinfealach, (the foul or reproachful head) which name
defcended to his pofterity (k).

This refpe& for the perfon of the Bard we difcover in Grecian ftory.

Homer, whofe works are the mirror of the age in which they were
written, exemplifies it in the following addrefs of Phemius to the

vengeful Ulyfles, in order to deprecate his wrath :—

() Keatize. OCowor. OHarronmax.—KeaTine has prelerved his poem on Relic-
na-Riaph,

(k) O'Harroraw,
' H 2 O King,
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O King, to mercy be thy foul inclin'd,

And fpare the Poet's ever gentle kind :

A deed like this, thy future fame would wrong,
For dear to Gods and men, is facred fong. _
Self-taught I fing, by Heav'n and Heav'n alone
The genuine feeds of poefy are fown ;

And, what the Gods beftow, the lofty lay

To Gods alone, and God-like worth, we pay.
Save then the Poet, and thyfelf réeward,

"Tis thine to merit, mine is to record (1).

The Irith Bards were deemed of fo much confequence in the State,
that they were fometimes accepted of as hoftages. ~Of this, an inftance
prefents itfelf to us in the next century : Aodh-Dubh, King of Mun=
fter, would not confent to the inveftiture of Aodh-Caomh, till he
delivered up hoftages to him, in order to fecure to himfelf his own
fucceflion, or that of his fon’s, after his'(Caomh’s) deceafe. This
was agreed to; and Breanuin, Abbot of Clodfert, and Mac Lenin,
Caomh’s favourite Filea, the father of St. Colman, were delivered up
as fureties to. Aodh Dubh, for the performance of the covenant.

Invefted with honors, wealth and power ; endowed with extraordi-
nary privileges, which no other fubje@s prefumed to claim ; poffefled

of an art, which, by foothing the mind, acquires an afcendency over
it ; refpected by the¢ Great for their learning, and reverenced, almoft

() Obvyss. book 22, Wefind a beautiful inflance of refpett for the perfon of a Bard in Mr,
Ssitn's Fall of Tura, which may have a foundation in truth, or at leaft in tradition, *“ T'he Bard
““ with his Harp, goes, trembling, to the door, His fteps are like the warrior of many years when he
‘“ bears, mowrnful, to the tomb, the fon of his fon. The threfhold is flippery with Crigal's wandering
““ blood ; acrofs it the aged falls, The fpear of Duarma, over him is lifted ; but the dying Crigall

“.tells, It is the Bard)”

to
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to adoration, by the Vulgar, for their knowledge of the fecret compofi-
tion, and hidden harmony of the univerfe,—the Bards became, in

the reign of Hugh, intolerably infolent and corrupted, and their order
a national grievance (m). 'They arrogantly demanded the golden
buckle and pin, which faftened the royal robes upon the Monarch’s
breaft, and had been for many generations the aflociate of the
Crown (n); they lampooned the Nobility, and were guilty of {everal
immoralities ; and not only grew burthenfome to the State, which
munificently fupported the different foundations to which they be-
longed, but increafed fo prodigioufly, (the order at that time confifling
of one-third of the men of Ireland!) that the mechanic arts languifhed
from want of artificers, and agriculture from want of hufbandmen.

Hence the Monarch convened an Affembly of the States at Drom-Chille,
in the county of Donegal, (A. D. g80) principally to expel the Bards
from the kingdom, and to abolifh totally the whole order. But at the

interceffion of St. Columba, who was fummoned from Scotland to at-
tend this AﬁEmhly, he fpared the Order; but reduced its numbers, al-
lowing only to each Provincial Prince, and to each Lord of a Cantred,
one regiftered Ollaimh, who was fworn to employ his talents to no
other purpofe but the glory of the Deity,—the honor of his country—of

its heroes—of its females—and of his own patron (0). On thefe
Ollaimh,

(m) Mr, Ssitu fuppofes that the Bards did not become licentious till after the extin@ion of the

order of Druids, * It was not till after the Druids became extinét, that the Bards, furviving every
check under which they were held by that fuperior order, forfeited this high efteem, by conferring
praife or cenfure where it was not due, as either interelt fwayed, or paflion influenced them,”
Hifl, of the Druids. p. .

{n) The Welch Bards - alfo grew fo.infolent in their manner, and fo unreafonable in their
requefts, that in the time of Griffudd ap Cynan, it became neceflary to controul them by a law
which reflrained them from alking for the Prince’s horfe, hawk, or greyhound., Vide Jowes's
Muf. and Poet. Relicks of the Wellk Bards, a very curious work.

(0) The names of the principal families which fupplied thofe hereditary Bards were, viz. Mac
Curtin, Mac Carthy, O'Donoghue, Fitz-Gerald and O'Daly,<The latter were the hereditary Bards

fJf-
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Ollaimh, he ordained, that their patrons fhould fettle an hereditary
revenue (p). He alfo, by the advice of the Saint, erefted new Filean
Seminaries, in the nature of Univerfities, liberally endowing them,
but limiting the number of ftudents in each. Of thefe Seminaries, the
reigning Monarch’s chief Bard, was always, in future, to be Principal,
or Prefident (q), and to be authorized to appoint Infpe&tors, to examine
into their ftate at certain periods, and to make what reforms in them
he judged neceflary : he alfo had the right of nominating the Ollaimh
entertained by the Princes and Lords. 'Thefe ordinances were reli-
gioufly obferved till the diffolation of the Monarchy (r).

Soon as thofe wife regulations had pafled into laws, Dallan Forgail,
the Monarch’s Ollamh-Filea, began to exercife his newly acquired

of O’Leighlin, of Burrin : but by means of a train of fortumate circumftances, they rofe to afluence
and power ; and inftead of being retainers themfelves, they entertained domeftic Bards, and were
vifited by itinerant Minftrels, About the clofe of the laft century, a wandering mufician prefented
to the head of this family a Dan or panegyric, which the old gentleman having read, turned to the
poct and faid, ** Friend, I admire your compefition, and thank you for the honor you do me,  As
* a reward I will give you [ome advice, The profeflion of a Bard is now but a very precarious means
“ of fubfiftence : relinquifh it, th:r:furq, for a more profitable one, We, ourfelves, (meaning his own
" family) purfued the profefion only while it was attended with any emolument.”

(p) Early in the Chriftian mra, Oliol Ollum, King of Munfter, fettled on Carbre Mufe, his
Ollamh-Filea, the barony of Carbre, in the county of Cork, fo called from him. This circumftance
1s alluded to by the * gently warbling De Lo Cour” id his Epittle to Lord Shannon on Peefy, or
wie fine arts,  After lamenung his being obliged to remain in Ireland,

Far from the great and all poetic pow’rs.
He proceeds,
| Where no encouragement attends the Mufe,
Such as of old imperial Patrons ufe,
When pens unflat’ring royaliz’d regard,
And meta Province for their juft reward,

(9) Colleges of Poets were early eftablifhed in Germany ; and the Arch-Poet prefided over this
order of men. Sevpen's Honers,

(r) Keatine, Waawen, Mac Cuntin., OHALLORAN.

‘power.
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power. He recommended Hugh Eigeas to Crioch Brearg, and ap-
pointed Meath Urmaol the Ard-Ollamh in the two provinces of Lein-

fter and Munfter ; Seanchan he allotted to the province of Connaught,
and Firb to the province of Ulfter; and nominated an Ollamh to
every Prince and Chief in the kingdom (s).

St. Columba having thus faved the Bards from the royal vengeance,
and procured falutary and honourable regulations, and noble eftablifh-

ments for their order, might have addreflfed them in the following
well-known lines of Lucan—

You too, ye Bards, whom facred raptures fire
To chaunt your heroes to your country’s lyre,
Who confecrate in your immortal ftrain,

Brave patriot fouls in righteous battle flain,
Securely now the tuneful tafk renew,

And nobler themes in deathlefs fongs purfue (t).

It has been afferted by fome writers, that the Bards were alual-
ly banifhed at this period, by a refolution of the Aflembly of Drom-
Chill, to Scotland, where they diffeminated feveral of their poems,
which have been fince adopted by the Scots. But this was not the
cafe. Hugh, indeed, threatened to expel the whole order from the

kingdom ; but he only exiled fome to Dalraida, in Ulfter. Now part of
the weftern coaft of Scotland is denominated Dalraida.—Hence, pro-

bably, the miftake.—* That many Irith poems (fays Mr, O'Halloran
“in a Letter to the author) have been preferved in Scotland, cannot be

() KeaTiwg,
(t) Pharfalia. B. 1.

doubted .
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¢« Joubted ; but by no means from a {fuppofition that our Bards were
« banifhed there. The Highlanders were defcended from the great
« houfes of Ireland ; thither they tran{mitted the laws, cuitoms,
"« manners and language of the mother country; moft of which they
« preferve at this day. The exploits of Cucullin, Connal, Cearnach,

« Morni, Fin, Oifin, and Ofgar, were as dear to them, as to the
« mother country, fince they were the exploits of their own anceftors,

«« a5 well as thofe of lerne, that they recorded.”

We are warranted by reafon to affert, that the national mufic of

Ireland began fo finell of the Church in the early ages of Chriftianity.
In the fixth century the famous monaftery of Benchoir or Bangor (),

was founded, in which a perpetual full choir was kept up for many
ages. It was probably about this period that choirs, and with them,
the plain chant of the Greek church, were introdurcad' into all the
abbies, monafteries and churches of note in the kingdom (w). And
as in thofe days the Irith were remarkably obfervant of religious duties,
their ear muft have been formed by the church mufic which 1t

~was conftantly imbibing. “ The national mufic of a country (fays a
great mafter) (x) is good or bad, in proportion to that of its church

(u) Beanchoir, fo called, fays Mr. O'Harrozrawn, from the melody of its mulic : Bein-Chor,
fweet mufic. This gentleman afferts, that when the Abbey of Niville, in France, was founded,
the wife of Pepin fent to Ireland for Do&ors to inftruct in Church difeipline, and for Mujicians
and Cluoriffers for the Church mufic. Hiff, of Irel. v. 2. p. 92. The Abbey of Mungret, near

Limerick, contained at one period (fometime in the roth century) 1500 religious perfons, of
whom goo weve fhilled in pfalmody, 1o ferve continually in the choir. Ancupari's Mm, Hib.

(w) The reader will find the fubjeét of our Church mufic moft ably treated of by my very learned
and ingenious friend, Dr. Lepwics, in No. IL of the Appendix.

(x) Dr. Burnevy, State of Mufic in Germany. vol. 1. p. 227.

fervice.”
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fervice.” Hence we may conclude, that at this time the Irifh mufic
began to lofe its influence over the paffions ; for church mufic has

nothing to do with them (y) : Devotion, indeed, it warms, and opeas
to the religious enthufiaft, the vault of Heaven.—

There let the pealing organ blow,

To the full-voic’d Qpire below,

In fervice high, and anthems clear,

As may with {weetnefs, through mine ear

Diflolve me into extacies,
And bring all Heay'n before mine eyes (2).

The fciences and polite arts continued to move progreflively to per-
fe@ion in Ireland, till the invafion of the Danes, at which time, ac-
cording to Dr. Prideaux (a), it was the prime feat of learning in
Chriftendom. ‘This event checked their progrefs. While the kingdom
was torn with inteftine broils, and our feas werc dyed with blood,
“ the light of fong™ was ﬂ:hpfcd and learning, and all the liberal arts,

languifhed. Amongft a people folicitous about their perfonal fafety, the
cultivation of the mind is negleed. But during the ufurpation of
Turgeius, the Irith were compelled into ignorance. A profefled
enemy to learning himfelf, he forbade them to have their children
taught to read ; ordered every book that could be- found, to be either
torn or burned; allowed none but Danes, admiffion into the chapels,
churches, and monafteries ; and either razed to the ground, or devoted
to the devouring flames, all our Theological and Filean colleges.

(v) * Vide, an elegant Diff. on Scotti/h Mufic, prefixed to the Puetical Remains of James 1. p, 230.

(z) MirTon"s Penferafs,

(3) Pripeavx'Comnex. Inan original Letter from Dr. Sam. Jouwsonw to our v:ntrlhle hifto-
rian, CearLes O'Conor, (now lying before me) I find the following paffage : “ Dr. Leland begins
“ his hiftory too late ; the ages which deferve an exal enquiry, are thofe times (for fuch times there
“ were) when Ireland was the fchool of the Weft, the quiet habitation of fanétity and literarure.”

I Againft
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Againit the profeflors of learning and of mufic too, his Goth-like fury
was direGted. Driven from their {eminaries, and the caftles of their

patrons, fome lay concealed in woods, fome in wilds and amongit

mountains, while others were led into captivity ; and the harps of the
perfecuted Bards, like thofe of the Ifraclites on a fimilar occafion (b),
were unftrung, or ftruck to a lamentable ftrain in a filent valley, or

beneath the fhelter of a rocky cavern (c).

The Irith had juft begun to breathe, after the perfecution of the
Danes, when the pious, the learned, and the heroic Cormac was

proclaimed King of Munfter. This Prince united the pontifical and
regal dignities: he was at the fame time, Archbithop of Cafhel and

King of Munfter (d). He was likewife a Poet,

——— hE I{HEW
Himfelf to fing, and buil’d the lofty rhime.

To his induftry and genius, we owe the completion of the Pfalter
of Cathel, of which he thus difpofes in his poetical Will :

My Pfalter which preferves the ancient Records
© And Monuments of this my native Country,

Which are tranfcribed with great fdelity,

I Jeave to Ronal Cafbell, to be preferved

To after times and ages yet to come (e).

tb) Plaln 137. The exquifite charms of the paflage alluded to, tempt me to tranfcribe it here,
~ ==‘* By the waters of Babylon we fat down and wept, when we remembered thee, O Sion. Asfor our
* Harps we hanged them up, upon the trees that are therein. For they that had led us away captives,
* required of us then a fong, and melody in our heavinefs: Sing us one of the fongs of Sion. How
*# fhall we fing the Lord’s fong, in a ftrange land ? IY I forget thee, O Jerufalem, let my right band
* forget her cunning.”
fc) * Caverns of rocks, as well natural as artificial, have been from time immemorial, places of
a4 Ffuge in the ime of perfecution ; but moft particularly in the Eaft.”

: LouvTn’s Nates en lfaiah, p. 27.

{d) Waanea. OHarroraw.
+f¢) This Will may be found at full length in Keatine’s Hifl, of Irel.

Cormac
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Cormac had flept almoft two centuries in * the narrow houfe,” when
Malachy the Second, became Monarch of Ireland. It is conjeCtured
by Mr. O’'Conor, that fome time before the diffolution of the mo-
narchy, which followed the death of this Prince, a feparation took

place between the arts of poetry and mufic. The learned writer
grounds this conjeture on the difufe of the ancient lyric meafure, and

the multiplication of rythmical numbers in the remains of that age.
“ They form a mufic of themfelves, (he obferves) independent of the
air or inftrumental accompaniment ; {fuch as a definitive number of
fyllables, harmonized by a variety of concords, correfpondencies,
unions and other attributes, which, being peculiar to Irith verfe, can-
not be expreffed in any modern language. It feems to me, (he con-
tinues) that the mufician muft be confined in his art, had he been
conftrained to adapt his compofitions to fome of the invariable mea-
fures of the latter Bards (f).” This variation in the genius of the
mufic, indicates a change in the manners of the people. For we have
{een (to borrow the words of Dr. Brown) that mufic was the efta-
blithed vehicle of all the great principles of education: therefore a
change in mufic muft bring a change in thefe (g).

But the fun of f{cience, which had been fo long fet, arofe with
added fplendor on the acceflion of Brien Boiromh to the throne of
Ireland. This great Prince repaired the ravages of the Danes, and
reftored tranquility to the kingdom. He re-edified the Theological
and Filean Colleges ; opened new Academies; ereed public Libraries
for the ufe of indigent Students ; animated timid merit by well-
grounded hopes; and patronized with fteady zeal all Profeflors of the
liberal Arts (h).

() Dif. om Hiff. of Irel. p. 73.
(g) Dif, on Pectry and Mufic, p. 45. quarto ed,
(b) Krating, Mac Cverin, OHarvrvoraw., Warssn

I 2 Ta
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To mufic he was much addi&ed (i). But he not only loved,
but he honoured this divine art. ‘This is in fome degree evident, from
the exquifite workmanthip of his Harp, (delineated below), which,
after having pafled through a variety of hands (j), came into the poflef-
fion of that munificent and truly patriotic Irithman, the Right Hon.
Wirrram Conyncram, who, in the year 1782, generoufly depofited
it in the Mufeum of Trinity College, Dublin.

Son Walker. &8 .

““ This Harp is thirty-two inches high, and of ﬂxtraurdiﬁary good
“ workmanthip : the founding board is of oak : the arms of red-fally :

* the extremity of the uppermoft arm in front, is capped with filver,
extremely

(1) Varrawcey. Brien is generally depi@ted in the attitude of leaning on an Harp, in allufion,
it 1s faid, to his fondnefs for mufic.

(}) The antiquity of this Harp is certainly very high ; but I cannot think that it is fo high as
the age of Drien, It was prefented to Col. Conyngham by my worthy friend Ralph Oufley, Efg;

of
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« extremely well wrought and chiffelled : it contains a large chryftal,
¢ fetin ﬁlv:i', and under it was another ftone, now loft : the buttons,
¢ or ornamental knobs at the fides of this arm, are of filver. On the
¢ front arm, are the arms of the O’Brien family, chafed in filver, viz,
¢ the bloody hand fupported by lions. On the fides of the front arm,
« within two circles, are two Irith wolf-dogs, cut in the wood : the
“ holes of ,ﬁhﬂ founding board, where the ftrings entered, are neatly
¢« ornamented with fcutcheons of brafs, carved and gilt ;~the large
“ founding holes have been ornamented probably with filver, as they
“ have been the objet of theft. This Harp has twenty-eight keys, and
“ as many ftring holes, confequently there were as many firings.
“ The foot-piece, or reft is broken off, and the parts to which it was

e ]omod, are very - I'-Bttf:ﬂ' Thewhhlcbbﬁi‘#c’ndnmﬁf an f:xpeft artift.”
il :h) ELE IS PR (1§ -4 |

of Limerick. The following anecdotes I.'.'u;tmrnmi tl:h mﬂrhfuﬁl; !i_lrhkh appear in the &fhﬂmm,
p. 32. were furnifhed by Chevalier O'Gorman. |
¢ - % Brien Boiromh being flain inthe eighty-ninth year of his age, at the clofe of the molt memorable
“ and renowned viftory he had gained, over all the united powers of the Danes, on the plain of Clon-
““tarf, near Dublin, on Gﬂﬁﬂ!ﬂdlj', in the year of our Lord 1014 3 his two fons by his fecond
“ wife, viz. Tiege and Donogh, fucceeded to their facher as Coregnants on the throne of the two
** Munfters (Thomond and Defmend). Tiege being treacheroully lain at'the inftigation of his brother
“ Donogh, anno 1023, Donogh took upon himfelf the fole government of Leth-Mogha, and foon after
* became chief King of all Ireland ; but, after great lofles and humiliations, he was dethroned by his
“ nephew Turrlogh, fon of Teige, anno 1064. He then went to Rome, to crave the remiffion of fins,
* particularly of the morder of his brother Tiege, and carried with him the Crown, Harp, and other
“ regalia of Brien Boiromh, which he laid at the feet of the Pope, The holy Father took thefe pre-
“ {ents as a demonftration of a full fubmillion of the kingdom of Ireland, and one of his fucceflors
““ Adrian IV, (by name Brakfpeare and an Englifhman) alledged this circumftance as_one of the prin-
* cipal titles he claimed to this kingdom, in his Bull of transferment to King Henry II.  Thefe regalia
‘““ were depofited in the Vatican till the reign of Henry VIII. when the Pope fent the Harp to thae
“ Monarch, with the title of Defender of t/e Faith, but kept the Crown, which was of malflive gold.
“ Henry ferting no value on the Harp, gave it to the firft Ear] of Clanrickarde, in whofe family it re-
“ mained till the beginning of this century, when it came by a lady of the De Burgh lamily, into that
“* of Mac Mahon of Clonagh, in the county of Clare, after whole death it paffed into the poffeflion of
“.Counlellor Macnamara, of Limenick.”

Mac
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Mac Leig, our Monarch’s Ollamh-Filea, was a very eminent Poet.
A Dawx or Poem of his, on the Twelve Sons of Kennedy, Son of
Lorcan, is ftill extant, and allowed by a very competent judge (k), to
have much merit.

V. HERE there occurs an hiatus in our hiftory, which we will
occupy with AN AccouNT OF PHE STATE OoF Music amongft the
AxcienTt IrIsH.

A mufical tafte, (fo early do we difcover it), {feems to have been in-
nate in the original inhabitants of this ifland, and to have gradually
{trengthened and refined with the progrefs of fociety. This we can
only attribute to the early introdultion of the Bardic order amongft
them. But the ftudy of the fcience of mufic was net long confined

to that order ; every hero, every virgin could touch the Harp, long
ere the ufeful arts got foot in this country. At “ the feaft of fhells”
this inftrument was handed round, and each of the company fung to

it, in turn: not to be capable of fweeping it in a mafterly manner,
was deemed a difgrace even to royalty (1). This attention to the
cultivation of the mufical art, evinces a degree of refinement of man-
ners and of foul amongft the Irith, that foreign writers, and even thofe
of a fifter country, are unwilling to allow them. * If a man, natural-
ly rough, (obferves a lively writer) becomes foftened Jor the time, by

(k) Mr, T. OFLawnacan. Lett, to Auth. See alfo O'HALLORAN'S Hift, of Irel. v. 2.
P 394

() This vras the cafe amongft the Anglo-Saxons and the Welch, Vide Perecy's Elfay on the anc,
F"g' Min/. and §, Warxen’s tranf. of Dif. de Bardis,~In Greece, mufic was confidered not only
as an accomplifhment, but as an effentia] part of manly education. Vide MewmoTu’s Remarks en
Cicerd's Effay on Old Age. p. 185. Dub. ed. Pindar, in his 1t Olymp, Ode, defcribes Hiero taking

t:::l:; his Lyre * from the glitt’ring nail,” to play on it at an entertainment, Wast's Odes of
ndar.

mufic i
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mufic ; if thofe times are continually renewed, habit will take place of
nature, and that man’s chara@er will, to a certain degree, change (m).”
So well convinced were the Grecian legiflators of the foftening power
of mufic, that they employed it to countera& the effefts of a fieril
foil, in their people. * Tous les Arcadiens (fays the learned Winckel-
‘“ mann) etoient obligés par leurs loix d’ apprendre la Mufique & de
“ J'exercer conftamment jufqu’ a leur trentieme année. Le but de cette
“ loi €toit de rendre les ames plus bumaines & les maurs plus douces.
“ Le legiflateur avoit jugé que, fans cette précaution, la dureté natu-
“ relle d” un fol montagneux auroit paffé jufques dans les ames. Le
“ fuccés prouva la bonté du remede. Les Arcadiens €toient les plus
“ nolis & les plus finceres de tous les Grecs (n).” In the temples of
the Egyptians and the Chinefe, mufic was ufed * pour modirer & adou-
¢ cir I’ imagination déréglée de leur peuple (o) ;” a cuftom condemned
by Diod. Siculus, becaufe it ferved (in his opinion) to enervate the
foul, as wreftling enervates the body (p). But the heroifm of the Irfh,

through every period of their hiftory, is an illuftrious proof, that mufie

may foften, without enervating the foul.

Now, in order to give the reader the beft idea of the ftate of mufic
amongft the ancient Irith, that our fcanty materials will afford, it will
be neceffary to confider it under the following heads ; viz. 1ft. The
Genius of the Irith Language for mufical modulation. 2d. Notation.
3d. The chara&eriftic features and the Genera of the Irith Mufic.
4th. The mufical Inftruments of the Irith, with their progreflive im-
provements marked out. gth. Where and by whom the fcience of

(m) Smenvock’s Letters on feweral Subjes. vol, 2. lett. 9. Mr. SmrTh, in a fine train of
reafoning, proves the poflibilicy of the mamners of 2 barbarous peeple being gradually {oftened by the
prevalence of the praftice of mufic. Vide Diff on Auth, of Offian's Poems,

(n) L'Hiflorie de I' Art. vol. 1. p. 44. See allo L'Efprit des Loix de MoxTrsquiew, | 4. o 8.

(0) Recherches philofoph. fur les Egyptiens and Chinvis,

(p) Ibid.

mufie
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mufic was originally taught in Ireland. 6th., The War-Song. And
»th. Mufical Contefts.

ift. Tue Genivs of THE IRisH LLANGUAGE FOR MUSICAL
MopULATION.

The mufic of every hation, fays the eloquent Raynal, muft be
fubfervient to its language. Now it is the opinion of Vallancey, that
the Irith language can be better modulated to mufic than any other
in Europe ; becaufe, it not only poffefles all the qualities les plus con-
wenable au chant, which Roffeau attributes to the Italian language (q),
but, by a peculiarity of its own, the harfh confonants can be ellipfed.

ad. NoTATION.

The ancient Irith had certainly no mufical notation, tho’ fo .
much addi@ed to the ftudy of mufic; but it is probable that their
Bards, like the early Chinefe muficians (r), had fome charalters
which ferved to regulate the tones of the voice, while exercifing
their art. However, foon after their converfion from Pagani{m,

the Chriftian clergy introduced the poetical accents of the Greeks
and Latins, by which they modulated the choral part of the
church fervice. 'Thefe accents were foon after adopted by our

Bards, as appears from feveral of their poetical compofitions, fubfe-
quent to that period (s). About the cleventh century, it is thought,

(Q) Lettre fur la Mufigue Francoife.
(r) Vide Def. Gesgraph, de I Empive de la Chine par Duv Havrbe,

(s) This fubjet is handled with great ability by Mr. Beauvrorp in No. III. of the Appendix.
This gentleman informs me, he lately met with a perfon from Connaught who underftood and could

fing the accents,
that
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that the Irifh had a mufical notation, which they derived from the fame
quarter (t).

¥

ad. THE CHARACTERISTIC FEATURES AND GENERA OF THE
Iri1sg Music,

The wildnefs of the ancient Irith mufic, carrying it beyond
the reach of art, precludes the poffibility of diftinguifhing it from the
early mufic of other nations., Yet an car formed in Ireland, would
inftantly recognize the native mufic of the country. To fay it was
compofed in the Chromatic genus, is giving little fatisfaction, as that,
from its fimplicity, is the genus in which the early fongs of the Grecks
and of feveral other nations, were compofed (u). We muft therefore
only endeavour to defcribe it, as we do the Sun, by its effecls.

The Irith mufic is, in fome degree, diftinguifhed from the mufic of
every other nation, by an infinuating fweetnefs, which forces its way,
irrefiftibly, to the heart, and there diffufes an extatic delight, that
thrills through every fibre of the frame, awakens fenfibility, and agi-
tates or tranquillizes the foul. Whatever paffion it may be intended
to excite, it never fails to effe& its purpofe. It is the wvoice of

(t) Mr. O'Halloran informed me, that the Irith bad technical terms for the Notes, Lut lie
could not furnifh me with any of them, But from Mr, Beauford [ obtained the Irifh names of the
notes for the Harp, viz. Uamn fuasiglel, (lingle harmony) Fuaidighe! mor, (great barmony) and
Fuaidghil bheag, (little harmony). * I am not certain (fays my kind informant) whether thefe terms
relate to the notes anfwering to our Minum, Crotchet, and Quaver ; to the movements as Adagio,
Andante, and Allegro, or to different {pecies of Counterpoint ; but the Irifh Harp could of itlelt
have lirtle Counterpaint,”

(u) * The melody that pleafes in one country does not equally pleafe in another, though there are -
certain general principles which univerfally regulate it, the fcale of mufic being the fame in all coun-
tries” Greconrvy's Comparative View,

K Nature,
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Nature, and will be heard (w). We fpeak of the mufic of the ancient
Irith % for .mufic, like language, the nearer we remount to its rife a-
mongft men, the more it will be found to partake of a natural expreffion.
And though mufical notation was not known amongft the Aborigines
of this ifland, Remains of their mufic have been handed down to us by
tradition, in its original fimplicity (x). This we owe to the fondnefs
of the Irith for their national peculiarities : for the great Irith families,
even to the laft century, entertained in their houfes Harpers, who were
the depofitaries of their beft pieces of mufic. Thefe remains, which

we confider as claflics, have obtained for Ireland the honourable title
of A SCHOOL FOR MUSIC.

Perhaps the CEANAN, (or IRISH CRY, as it is commonly called)
is the moft ancient of thofe remains extant, as from frequency of ufe,
it had the beft chance of prefervation. - Indeed its high antiquity is

unqueftionable, from the circumftance of 'its obftinately refufing the
accompaniment of a bafe. * No kind of bafe accompaniment (fays

(w) “ Mot of the modern Italian compoflitions only trifle with the ear ; the Welch, the Scotch
and the Irifh mufic reaches the heart”' AamsTronc’s Wolks, v. 2. p.15q. ‘Nothing can argue
a greater /infenfibility to pure melody in the Englifh, than their difrelifh for Irifh mufic: amanglt
that people our beft airs, fo admired by foreigners, are hardly known, Sir Jouw Hawkiwns, in
a letter with which he honored me, fays, * 1 know of no Irifh airs fo much celebrated in England
as the Scotch have been, excepting that known by the vulgar name of the Black Fuke, which I think
a very fine one, but believe it to be of modern compofition.” Yet, fine an air as this is, it is ad-
mired only amongft the Canaille, in England, The inimitable Hocantu, in his Rakes Progrefs,
(Plate 3) introduces a ragged ballad-finger {qualling it ‘to a company of harlots.

(x) This, to a feeptic in Irifh hiftory, may be a matter of furprize : but his aftonifliment muft
ceafe when he is reminded, that the Chinefe preferved feveral of their ancient’ melodies for many
ages, without the aid of mufical notation ; and that fome of thofe airs which were taken down by
Father Pereira while a mufician fang them, and are given by Du Harpe, ent (as that author re-
marks) de quoi plaire méme aux oreilles Eurspeans, Defec, Geog. de P Emp. de la Chine par Du
Harpe,

Dr.
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Dr. Burney) was known to the ancients.” [Each province had a
Ceanan, differing from thofe of the other provinces according to the

genius of the people inhabiting each (y).

The ancient Irifh cultivated three {pecies of mufical compofition,
an{wering to the three mufical modes (z) which the Grecks bor-
rowed from the Egyptians. Thefe were, the Gollttraidheacht, the
Geanttraidheacht and the Suanttraidheacht.

The GoLLTTRAIDHEACHT was adapted to feftive entertainments,

either to elevate the foul to martial a&ion, or excite therein the
more humane difpofitions to Love, Mirth, and Dance. This is pro-
bably the fpecies which Selden calls the jprightly Phrygian, to which,
he fays, the Irith were wholly inclined (a).

The GeanTTrRAIDHEACHT included the dolorous, wherein was
lamented, the lofs of a&ive virtue, in the deceafe of great men, or
the bad fortune of unfuccefsful heroes, once the ornaments of fociety.

After the invafion of the Englifh, the Irith were very much con=
fined to this fpecies of mufic, for reafons which will appear clfewhere.

The SuANTTR AIDHEACHT was intended for compofing the foul to

reft, and fufpending the mental labours which might fucceed the
corporal toils of the day.

(y) Mr. Beavronrp thinks that the Ceanan (perhaps more properiy the /) is {fo old as the gth

century, which is probably too modern an mra for it. Yet it is an mra, much earlier than the Low-
Jand Scots pretend to give their moft ancient mufic. Mr. Pixxerton {eems to think, that not one of

the Scottifh popular airs is fo ancient asanno 1548, Vide Diff. on t/e Comic Ballad, prefised to Sele@
Scettifh Ballads. v. 2,
(z) The Scots too have three {pecies of mulic, viz, Marcial, I'afloral, and Feftive, Vide Ency-
clop, Brit, Art, Mujfic. -
() Notes on DrayTon Polylb. Song 6. :

K 2 Mr.
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Mr. O’Conor (in a letter now before me (b), which I have followed
in the above explanation of the nature of our mufical modes) obferves,
*“ In every concert the ABHR AM or fong, accompanied the inftrumen-
““ mental mufic, and the Ode was invariably adapted to the fpecies
““ intended ; whether the heroic, the dolorous, or the fomnife-
“ rous. By this loofe defcription, (continues the learned Hiftorian)
“ you find that our ancients in Ireland were far from being
“ ftrangers to the powers of harmonized found, in direfting, as well
“ as exciting, the human paffions. Sounds were therefore cultivated
“ and modified, fo as to produce extraordinary civil and political
“ effets, no the minds of men whom we account barbarous, becaufe,

“ they held no intelle@Gual commerce with the more polifhed people
““ of Greece and Rome.”

4th. THE MUsicaAL INSTRUMENTS oF THE IRISH, WITH THEIR
PROGRESSIVE IMPROVEMENTS.

The HARP deferves the firft place. Of this inftrument the Irith

had four fpecies, viz. 1. Clar-feh, or Clar-feach. 2. Keirnine, 3. Cio-
nar Cruit. 4. Creamhtine Cruit. |

1{t. The CLAR-sEn or CLAR-SEACH, commonly denominated the
IRISH HARP, is of {o remote antiquity in this country, that Vin.

Gallilei (c) does Jubal (d) the injuftice to afcribe the invention of it to
the Irifh. But though the Irith did not invent this inftrumént, they

(b) To the Rev. Mr, Archdall.
(¢) Hawxins® Hif, of Mufic, v. 3.

(d) A grave writer, ludicroufly enough, calls Jubal, Father of the Fidlers,———Then he proceeds

to tell us, that he was the inventor of mufical inflruments, as the harp and organ. Vide
T. Ervwoops’ Sacred Hift, p. 8, |

enjoyed

" 2
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enjoyed the ufe of it much earlier than any of the other welftern na-

tions.  The Clar-feach (fays Mr. O’Conor) was introduced hither by
““ the Celto-Pheenician colony called Milefians, which arrived from

“ Spain before the Chriftian Ara (e).” This affertion of the venera-
ble hiftorian- it would not be fafe to controvert; nor do we mean to
attempt to.controvert it:: to his authority we are ever willing to yield.
However, having no fyftem to fupport, and being defirous to let In
light on. my fubje@ from any quarter whence I think a pure fiream
might proceed, I received moft thankfully from. my learned friend
Dr. Ledwich, INQUIRIES CONCERNING THE ANCIENT Ir1sa Harp,
in which he brings down the introducion of this inftrument into
Treland; to a period much later than the invafion of the Milefians. 'To
thefe Inquiries I affigned a place No. L. in my Appendix; and to them
I-will refer the mufical antiquary. At the fame time, I will promiie the
mathematical reader much fatisfation, from the perufal of an Essav
ON THE CONSTRUCTION AND CAPABILITY OF THE IRisH Harpr, IN
17§ PRISTINE AND PRESENT STATE, by the ingenious Mr, Beauford,

which ftands No. VIIL. in my Appendix,

Committing the difcuffion of the antiquity and powers of our Harp
to thofe gentlemen, I will proceed to fhew, that it pafled from this

kingdom into the neighbouring nations.

Caradoc affirms, that the Welch had this inftrument from the
Irith (f. 'This fome writers will not admit, becaufe the Welch do not,
like the Irifh, ftring their Harp with brafs chords. But the Welch

(e) Lett. to Auth,
(f) Wynne's Hiff. of Wales, p. 159. The Harp has fallen into difufe in Wales, as well asin

Treland. A late traveller {ays, that the only Harp he heard in the principality, was at Crgway.

A Gent, Tour in Wales, p. 160,
- Harp
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Harp has not been always ftrung with gut. It appears from the firft
Book of Tue INTRODUCTION OF KNowLEDGE, publifhed by Borde, a
Welch poet, A. D. 1542, that the Welch Harp, at that period, was
ftrung with horfe-hair.—

- For my Harp is made of a good mare's fkyn
The firynges be of borfe beare, it maketh a good dyn.

Now it is very probable, that the firft innovation which the Welch made
in the ftringing of the Harp, on their receiving it from this country,
was the fubftituting hair for wire, But Vallancey brings an argument
in fupport of Caradoc’s affertion, that muft bear down every rifing
doubt. ¢ The Irith Teadbloin, pronounced Tealoin or Telin, is cer=
“ tainly the etymon of the Welfh Teylin, a Harp: a word I can find

“ no deriyatioa of,in that language ; and I think, proves from whence
** they borrowed beth the inftrument, and its name (g).”

If it be allowed that the Harp was in ufe among the ancient Caledo-

nians, it can hardly be denied that they borrowed it from the Irifh.
The fame paffion for harfh warlike-mufic which induced them to adopt

the bagpipe of the Romans, would urge them to reje@ with fcorn, the

melting Cythara of thatadventurous people. * Probably the Highland
mufic, (fays Mr. Robertfon) (h) was at firft, as in all rude nations,

chiefly of a warlike kind ; and the Harp may have only been intro-
duced in the courfe of a barbarous civilization.” ‘This conjedlure is
fupported by Maitland : “ The Harp, it is faid, was anciently in ufe
among the Giel; if ever it was, I am of opinion it could not be long ;

(g) Colled. de rebus Hib, No. 13, p. 16.
(h)’ Inguiry into the fine Aris, v, 1,

for
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for that being an inftrument only fit for the chamber, its foft ftrains
were ill adapted to the martial genius of fo fierce a people as our an-
ceftors ; whofe delight being in war, (contipues the hiftorian) they
would naturally chufe the bagpipe (1), as more fuitable to the field,
and their warlike inclinations ; for the mufic of the Harp was an en-
tertainment only fit for the effeminate and woluptuous (k).” Let us
then fuppofe, and furely there are good grounds for the fuppofition,
that the Harp, an inftrument always found in the armies of the ancient
Irith, was introduced amongft the Giel (or ancient Scots) foon after an
intercourfe took place between the two nations; at leaft, when the
ferocity of the latter, was a little tempered by their connexion with

the former. In fa&, the Scots have mever affe@ed extraordinary fkill
on the Harp: fo feafible ‘were they of their inferiority to the Irifh, in
in the praftical knowledge of this infirument, that their Princes and
Nobility were content to invite Harpers from this kingdom, to ferve
them in the capacity of chief Mufician (1). Thefe Harpers generally
repofed in the chambers of their patrons, in order, we prefume, to
tranquilize their minds, when difturbed with the vifions of the night ;
or to lull them to reft with their melting ftrains, for they beft knew,

That opiate charm which lulls corpareal fenfe (m).
2d. KEIR -

(i) It is very exrraordinary, that the bagpipe, the. favourite martia! inflrument of the Scor, is

nzither mentioned nor alluded to in the Erfe Poems puhhﬂm:[ by Mr. Macpherfon.

(k) HA. of Scotland.

(1) Ethodius, the twenty-fifth King of Scotland, was killed by an Irith Harper, who lay in his
bed-chamber. Bucuawaw, Even in modern days, Irilh Harpers are favourably received, and
munificently rewarded by the Scots. Vide Anec.of OQ'Kane, the famous Irith Harper, in Boswers's
entertaining Fournal of a Tour te the Hebrides, p. 393. Dub. ed.

(m) Masow’s Caraflacus. We find the Caliph's Minftrel's imilarly employed in THomrson’s
Caftle of Indelence :

When
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»d. Kerrnine. ‘This word ‘is tranflated by Vallancey, a {mall
Harp. Perhaps this inftrument was facred to Karneios or Apollo,
(whence Granneus, an Irith name for our favourite Deity) and borne
by the Dancers at the Kearnaire, or facrifice to that Deity (n). In
Arabic, Zeren implies the rays of the Sun, with which the Poets tell
us, Apollo’s lute was always firung. Thefe rays or beams are called
in poetry, Apollo’s golden bhair. 'Thus Shakefpeare:

As fweet and mufical
As bright Apollo’s lute ftrung with his hair. (o)

The Keirnine, according to Vallancey, was the Kanun of the Per-
fians, a {pecies of Dulcimer, Harp or Sackbut, the ftrings of which,
from fifty to {ixty in number, réft upon two bridges, and are touched
with both hands, without making ufe of any kind of ple@rum or bow.
As this conjeCture refts folely on etymological authority, we fhall not
pretend to fay how far it is to be depended on.

When fleep was coy, the Bards in waiting there,
Cheer’d the lone midnight with the mufe’s lore ;
Compofing mufic bade his dreams be fair,

And mufic lends new gladnefs to the morning air.

Bifhop GrosTHEAD informs us, that

Next hys chamber, befyde hys ftudy,
Hys Harper's chamber was faft the by :

Becaufe

The virtue of the Harp, through fkill and right,
Wyll deftrye the fendys might,

(n) . Colled. de rebus Hib, No, 12. p. 528,
(0) Loves Labour Lofi, AR, 4.

2d. The
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3. The Cronar Crurt had ten ftrings, and was played on with a
bow or ple&trum (p). As no drawing of this inftrument has reached us,
we can only fuppofe it refembled the Hathur of the Hebrews, of which
fuch frequent mention is made in the Plfalms by the name of the ten-
ftringed inftrument. ** Itis a good thing to give thanks unto the Lord,
and to fing praifes unto thy name, O moft High—upon an infirument
of ten [flrings, and upon the pfaltery.” According to Don Calmet, the
figure of the Hathur was pretty nearly that of the capital Delta [a] of
the Greeks (q), which bears fome refemblance to the form of our Clar-

{eh.~In the Cionar Cruit, we have the Canora Cythara of the Latins
of the middle Ages, and the origin of the modern Guitar.

4. The CReaAMTHINE CruUIT was the Crwth of the Welch. It con-
tained fix ftrings, four nﬁly','hdﬁe:vﬁr,' could be termed fyi’uphunic,
and thefe were ftretched over a flat bridge, on a finger board : the
two lower ftrings projeted beyond the finger board, and were not
touched by the bow or ple€étrum, but occafionally with the thumb, as
a bafe accompaniment to the notes founded on the other ftﬁngs (r).
This inftrument—the parent of the violin—was ufed as a tenor accom-
paniment to the Harp at feafts and convivial meetings: “ Creamhtine
“ Crut or Cream Crutin, by the name (fays Vallancey) imports the Harp
“ (or Cruit) ufed at potations or caroufals ; whence Creamh-nual a noify
“ drunken company (s)”. The Viol in the times of early mufic in
France, was fimilarly employed. Thus an old French Poet—

(p) Beavrorp. Len, to Auth,

(q) Dia. of the Bible.
(r) Beaurorp, Letr, 0 Auth.

(*) GolleQ, de rebus Hib, No, 13, p. 15.
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Qnand les tables otées furent
Cil jugleour in pies efturent

S’ ont viols & harpes prifes
Chanfons, fons, vers et reprifes
Et de gcﬂcs, chanté nos ont (t).

Colonel Vallancey difputes with Mr. Barrington and Mr. Evans,
the claim of the Welch to the origin of the Criwth (u) ; in fa&, two
of their own hiftorians confefs, that Gruffydh ap Conan brought it
over into Wales from this kingdom. The Colonel 1s even inclined to
rob them of the invention of playing on this inftrument with the bow.
« I believe the only honour they can have, (fays he) is the invention
« of playing on this inftrument with the bow : yet this feems to have
¢ heen known to the Irith alfo, for in our common Lexicons we find

« Cruit, a Harp, a Fiddle, a Crowder (w).”

But the Welch were not the only pcnplﬂawﬁh,- we imagire, bor-
rowed the Crivth from the Irifh: Our neighbours the Scots were in all

probability under the fame obligation to us, though a trace of that in=~
ftrument cannot be found in any of their hiftorians (x). .The in-
sénious and learned Mr. Barrington informs us, that there is a repre-
fentation of an inftrument, which bears an exa& refemblance to the
Welfh Crith, amongft the outfide ornaments of the Abbey of Mclrofs.

e = n
i h-" "‘-'“'.'I"ll o

(t) Burwevy's Hiff. of Mfics v., 2.

(u) Clk&. de rebus Hib, No. 13

(w) Tbid.

(x) Asitis not denied that the Creamhtine Cruir was the parent of the violin, it only remains to be
adinitred. that the Scots borrowed this inftrument from the Irith, in order to account for the Violin
being in fuch general ufe in the Weftern Ifles. Manrty¥n, fpeaking of the inhabitants of the Ifle
of Lewis, fays, ‘* They are great lovers of mulic; and when I was there, they gave an account
“ of cighteen men who could play on the violin pretty well, without being taught.” Defeript.. of t/ie
Weftern Iflands of Scotland, p. 14. ‘This entertaining traveller found players on the violin in almoft

every ifle he wilited.
n
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in Scotland, which, to the beft of his recolle@ion, is fuppofed to have
been built about the time of Edward the Second (y). From an infcrip-

tion on this Abbey, (which was founded A. D. 1136) it appears that
the archite& was a Parifian ; who, it is natural to fuppofe, borrowed

his ornaments from his own country (z). Perhaps, then, Mr. Bar-

rington has miftaken a French Viol for a Cri¥th? As a French Viol
is not unlike a CrWwth, it might beguile the fudden view of a Welch-
man. But however that may be, as the Scots had little intercourfe
with the Welch, but frequent with the Irifh, it is more confonant

with reafon to fuppofe, they derived the Crivth from the latter than
from the former.

There are fome old Irifh airs flill extant, which appear to have
been conftru&ed for the Creamthine Cruit.

The BAGPIPE is certainly an inftrument of high antiquity in Ire-
land, and mentioned by feveral of our hiftorians under different
mames. Mr. O'Conor informs wus, that one of the inftruments in ufe
amongft the Scots or ancient Irith, was the ApraRcArpn Curw (a),
that 1s, a collection of pipes with a bag, or rather, a mufical bag. He
alfo informs us, that the Rinkey or field dance, of the ancient Irifh,
was governed by the CuisLey Cruiv (b), perhaps a more fimple kind

of Bagpipe than the former; which he confiders as having been moft
fit for the purpofe, as it was a loud inftrument, and confined to a bare

oftave. In the defcription of the Hall of Tamar, (tranflated from
an ancient MS. and publifhed in the 12th No. of CoLvLEcT. DE

(y) Arch v. 3.
(2) Pexwxant’sTour in Scotland, v, 3. p, 266,

{2) Diff. on Hift. of Irel. p. 71.
(b) Letr. to Auth.

L 2 REBUS
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gesvs Hip.) we find a place allotted for the Cuiflinnaigh; a word
which, etymologically confidered; evidently implies Bagpipers. At
this day the Pipers call their bellows, bollog na Cuifli, the beliows of
the Cuifli, or veins of the arm on the infide, at the firft joint ; and as
this joint on the outfide is denominated Ullan or Ullean (1. e. Elbow),
Vallancey concludes that Ullan Pipes and Cuifli Pipes are one and the

fame. In Ullan Pipes we have, perhaps, the woollen Bagpipe of
Shakefpear, to which he attributes an extraordinary effect (c).

~ Butlet us endeavour to inveftigate the antiquity of the Ba.gpipc amongft
the Irith :—The invention of this inftrument has been given to the

Danes (d). ‘This opinion we cannot implicitly aflent to ; nor can we

fafely controvert it, for the Bagpipe has been lately found amongft an un-
civilized people (e), who never had any connedtion with the Europeans,
confequently with them it muft be an original inftrument—and why
not with the Danes ? But there appears on a fine baflo relievo of

Grecian feulpture now in Rome, a man playing on an inftrument ex-
a@ly refembling the ancient Highland Bagpipe, which feems to

evince its Grecian origin (f). Now Mr. Pennant has determined, by
means of an antique found at Richborough in Kent (g), the introduc-

(¢) And others, when the bagpipe fings i* th’ nofe
Carinot contain their urine. ' Merch, of Fen. A&t 4. Sc. 1.
A late learned and ingenious commentator on Shakefpear, reads fwsln for aosllen bagpipe, Vide

Mason’s Comm. on the lafi Ed. of Skake[pear’s Plays, This may be the right reading, but we are
not certain that it is: it does not, therefore, preclude conjecture, Mr. Ritfon reftores the original
reading —Remarks on Text and Notes of the lafi Ldition of Shakefpear. p. 54.

(d) Pewwmant’s Tour in Scot, v. 2. p. 302. |

(¢) M. SowwnenraT informs us, that the Toursi of the Eaft Indians is a fpecies of Bagpipe, qui
fait Peflet du baffon. Vide Poyage aux Indes orientales et a la Clane,

(f) Burwevy. PewmanT.

(g) Tour in Scotland. v. 3. Additions, p. 33. MonTravgon fpeaks of the antiquity of the
Bagpipe, and feems to think it is alluded to in fome verfes auributed to Virgil, . Tom. 3. p. 188.

Supplemt, P Antig. cxpliqueé. See alfo Appendix No. 1V,
tion
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tion of the Bagpipe by the Romans (who owed every thing to the
Grecians) into Britain, at a very early, but at an uncertain period.
It is therefore very probable, as the ingenious traveller obferves, that
the Danes borrowed the Bagpipe from the Caledonians, with whom
they had fuch frequent intercourfe. The ancient writers indeed
prove, that the Northern nations were animated by the Clangor tuba-~
rum (h), but are profoundly filent with refpe€t to the initrument in
queition. |

We cannot find that the Bagpipe was indigenous to the Irith. To
the Caledonians, we believe, they muft be content to owe it. We got it,
as it were, in exchange for the Harp. ‘The early hiftory of this inftru-
ment in Scotland, is inveloped in the mift that hangs over the dark ages.
According to Ariftides Quintilianus, it prevailed in the very firft times
in the Highlands of Scotland. The genius of the Highlanders feems
to favour this opinion. Ever a warlike people, ardent in the field

of battle, and impatient of control in times of peace, the found of the
Bagpipe muft have been peculiarly grateful to their ear. Hence their
hafty adoption of it, on its introdution amongft them by the Romans.

A Scottith writer {peaking of this inftrument, fays, “ it 1s the voice of
uproar and mifrule, and the mufic calculated for it, feems to be that of

real nature and of rude paffion (i1).” Even in very late times, the Scots
| ufed.

(h) Sir Wirciam Hamintown defleribes an inftrument found in the ruins of Pompeii, which he
thinks was intended ro produce a [pirited Clangor Tubarum, Arefil v. 4. p. 161.

(i) Romentson. Inmguiry inte the Fine Arts. v, 5. ‘The learned author of the Divine Legatiin
tells an humorous {tory of a Scotch Piper, which reflefts little honor on the mulic of his Inftrument, —
** As a Scotch Bagpiper was traverfing the moutains of Ullter, bie was one eveming encountered by ‘a
““ hunger-ftarv'd Irith wolf, In this difirels, the poor man could think of nothing better than ro

'* open his wallet, and try the effetls of his hofpitality : he did fo, and the favage fwallowed all thar

was thrown him with fo improving a voracity, as if his apetite was but jult coming to him, The

‘““ whole ftock of provifion, you may be fure, was loon fpent, and now, his enly recourfe was ro
i thl_'
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ufed the Bagpipe to roufe their courage to battle, to alarm them when
{ecure, and to colle&® them when fcattered (k) ; purpofes, to which
they taught the Irith to apply it. The mufic of the Irith Kerns, in the
reign of Edward the Third, was the Bagpipe, which, as Aulus Gellius
informs us, was alfo that of the Lacedemonians (1),

Though the Bagpipe was the folace of the Scotch Chieftain (m), and
though the Scotch Piper received his mufical education in a College
of Pipers (n), yet this inftrument never received any confiderable
improvements from the Scots. It avas referved for the Irith to

take it from the mouth (o), and to give it its prefent complicated
form ;

‘““ the virtue of the Bagpipe; which the monfter no fooner heard, than he took to the mountains with
** the fame precipitation that he had come down., The poor Piper could not fo perfeétly enjoy his

* deliverance, but that, withan angry look at parting, be fhook his head, and faid, 4y/ are thefe,
“ your tricks ? Had I knawon your lhumour, you fhould have had your mufic before fupper,” mmm

Remarks on few, occafion, Refle,

(k) Pewwant's Tour in Seot, v. 1, p. 195, James Reid, who had aéted as Piper to a rebel

regiment in the rebellion 1744, fuffered death at York on the 15th of November, 1946, as a rebel.

On his trial it was alledged in bis defence, that he had not carried arms. But the Court obferved,

that a Highland regiment never marched without a Piper, and therefore his Bagpipe, in the eye of the
law, was an inftrument of war, Scots Mag. v. 8. p. 541.

(1) Swmarw's Hiff, of Cork. v. 2. p. 43. See afoHornrus' Ge,

(m) Every morning, in peaceable times, the Piper played under the Chieftain’s window, ftrutting,
with ftately ftep, backwards and forwards ; and at meal-times, he regaled him and his guefts, Vide
Effay on Influ, of Poet. and Muf, on the High. Vide alfo Jouwsow’s Fourn. to the Wefl If. p. 165,
Dub. ed.

(n) Ibid. George Mackie, the reformer of the Lowland Bagpipes, is faid to have attended feven
years in a College of Bagpipers in Skie. Ency. Brit, Art. Bacrire,

(o) *“ The oldeft (Bagpipes)are played with the mouth, the loudeft and moft ear-piercing of any
wind-mufic ; the others, played with the fingers only, are of Irifh origin,” PewwanT's Tour in Scot.
v- 1. p. 195, Inanancient painting difcovered by St ruTT, there is a pofture mafter ftanding upon
the fhoulders of a man, playing on the Bagpipe with his mouth. Man, and Cufl. of t/e Eng.

Having confulted Dr. Bur e ¥ on fome mufical points, that gentleman, with the liberality of fen-
timent which ever charaterizes the finifhed fcholar, moft politely afforded me his aid, though in-

tending
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form ; that is, two fhort drones and a long one, witha chanter, all of
which are filled by a pair of {mall bellows, inflated by a compreflive
motion of the arm : the chanter has eight holes, beginning with the
lower D in the treble ; the fhort drones found in unifon to the fun=
damental E, and the large drone an oftave below it. The Bagpipe.
did not long retain its original form amongft the Irifh, for the chord of
drones which they gave it, is fuppofed to have been the chorus of
Cambrenfis. Being conftruted in. the chromatic fyftem, 1t is the only
inftrument fince the difufe of the Harp, on which the native Irifh

mufic (all of which is in that {yftem) can be played to advantage.

The Bagpipe has been always obliged to yield, in point of confe-

quence, amongft the Irith, to the Harp ; but it has ever been a favous
rite inftrument of the vulgar (p). Nor has it been held in. more -than
ordinary

tending to treat of my fubje® in his Gemeral Hiffory of Mufie. 'Thatpart of his letter which relates to
our Bagpipe is fo appofite, and {o curious, that I muft beg his excule for prefuming to tranfcribe 1t
hepe,——** Of the antiquity of your Bagpipe I have little evidence.. There is a drawing in my firft
vol. copied from a piece of ancient Greek foulpture, which fhiews the common kind of Scors Bagpipe
to be of very high antiguity : but that at prefent in ufe in Ireland, is an improved Bagpipe, on which
| have heard fome of the natives play very well in sewe parts without the drone, which [ believe 1s
never. attempted inScotland, The tone of the lower notes.refembles that of a Hautbois and Clariner,
and the-high notes that of 2 German Flute ;. and the whole fcale, of one T heard lately, was very well
in’ tupey- which has never been the cafe of any Scots Bagpipe thar I have yet heard,”

(p) The Bagpipe ftill continues to be a favourite inftrment with the lower clafs of people in Ire-
land. Amn anonymous.traveller, in his account of an excurfion through this countryin the year 17¢7,
(Vide Gent. Miz. vol. 21. p. 466 ) fays, ** Every village has a Bagpiper, who, every hne evening,
“ after working hours, colleéts all the young men and maids in the village about him, where they
““ dance moft cheerfully ; and it is really a very pleafing entertainment to fee the expreflive, though
* aukward attempts of nature, to recommend themfelves to the oppofite fex.” Mr. Derntcx in
his Letters tells a flory to our purpofe. (Lett, 12. vol. 1). He and his fellow traveller being driven
by a fhower of rain into a hut near Killarney, entered into converfation with their hofls, a pooriold
conple="* We afked the woman (fays he) how fhe intended to fupport her family, Seme of them,

* fhe anfwered; as they grow up, fhall go outto fervice, and one or two help me, in and wbout my
1k
grouncdis
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ordinary eftimation by other nations. Pan, the meaneft of the Grecian

Deitics, is often reprefented as playing on it (q). 1t rofe into fathion
in Italy in the days of Nero (r), who was himfelf an admirable performer
on it; but after his deceafe, it was again committed to the hands of the vul-
gar, where it has continued in that country ever {ince. Boccaccio, in his

admirable account of the Plague of Florence, (A. D. 1348) (s), acquaints
us, that the ladies and gentlemen who retired from the city, and are the
relaters of the tales in the DEcAMERONE, among other recreations 1N
the intervals of their difcourfes, intermixed mufic, {everal of them

playing on the lute and viol; but the Cornamufa (or Bagpipe) he gives
to Tindarus, a domeftic of one of the ladies. ¢ Dove con frefchiffimi

“ grounds at home : as for Donovgh, my eldeft boy, who was blinded by the fmall-pox, we have
“ got a man to teach him the Bagpipes, with which and begging, there is no fear, under God, but
“ he may get an honeft livelihood, and live very comfortably : at any rate, it is becter than being

“ a {orry tradelman.”

(q) Maror, in his Bglogue au ray fouz l: mems de Pan et Robin, makes mention of the mufette of

Pan,
(r) A figure of the Utricularius or Bagpipe is preferved on one of Nero’s Coins, Inftead of a
Bagpipe, WaLLeR puts an Harp into Nero's hands, while he is enjoying the conflagration of Rome,

Vide Verfes Onmy Lady lfabella playing on the Lute.
(s) Giorn. 7. Novel. ro. At this day it is in ufe amongft the Abruzzele, and the itinerant per-

formers, who play at Chriftmas in the ftreets of Rome and Naples. Swiwnuvrwe’s Travels in the
Two Sicilies, vol. 1. It is alfo found in feyeral of the Italian and Grecian Ifles.~Shakefpear (with

his ufual attention to coffume) introduces a company of Bagpipers, playing, by Caffio’s diretion,
before Othello’s palace, in the Ifle of Cyprus; and makes his clown exercile his wit on them and

cheir inftruments : (Othello, AQ. 3. Sc. 1.)
Clown. Why, mafters, have your inftruments been in Naples, that they fpeak i’ th’ nofe thus ?

Muf. How, Sir, how!

Clown. Areé thefe, I pray you, wind inftruments ?
Muf, Ay, marry are they, Sir,

Clown. O thereby hangs a tail,

‘““ vini,
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vini, ¢ con confetti la fatica del picciol cammin cacciata via, intorno
“ della bella fontana di prefente furono in ful danzare, quando al fuono

“ della cornamufa di Tindaro, ¢ quando d’ altri fuoni carolando.”
Chaucer, in charad&erifing his Miller, fays,

A Baggepipe well couth he blowe and foune (t).

The author of Hupisras feems to have entertained a very defpica-
ble opinion of this inftrument :

Then Bagpipes of the loudeft drones,
With fnuffling, broken winded tones,
Whofe blafts of air in pockets fhut

Sound filthier than from the gut,
And make a viler noife than fwine

In windy weather, when they whine (u).

However the Bagpipe, in the hands uf: a good performer, is not un-
worthy the ear of royalty (w). We have found the refined Cam-

(t) Miller's Tale,

(v) FHudib, Part. 2. Cant. 2. Burrer feems, in this paffage, to have had the Lincolnfhire
Bagpipe in his mind, of whichSuaxesrzar makes ludicrous mention, in the Firft Part of Hen, 4th.
Fal. ’Sblood, Iam as melancholy as a gib-cat, or a lugg'd bear,
P. Hen, Oran old lion, or a lover's lute.
Fal. Yea, or the Jrone of a Lincolnfhire Bagpipe.

The Bagpipe was formerly a paftoral inftrument in England, The Shepherd whom Alfred vifits
in difguife, declares, that his

Bagpipes fhall
Sound {weetly once a year |
in praife of his *“ renowned King.” Evaws’ Old Ballads. V. 1, No. 3. and Srewsen’s Perigot
played on that inftrument ; (Shepherd’s Calendar ; Auguft) as did allo his Colin Clout,
B. 6. ch. 10. 1. 18,
(w) 1have been informed that George 11, was fo much delighted with the performance of an
Irtfh gentleman on the Bagpipes, that he ordered a medal to be fFruck for him.

M brenfis

Fairy 2
ALry L ueen,
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brenfis admiring its mufic, though neglecting, or purpofely avoiding, to

mention 1ts name.

KORN in the Britifh, (fays Mr. Pegge) is an horn, but in the Irifh,
a drinking cup (x). But, with all due deference to the opinion of
that learned gentleman, we muft obferve, that the CEARN or CORN

of the Irifh, was held by them in a more refpe@able light. It was
ufed as a mark of religion and fandity, and was often dedicated to
certain Deities, and hung upon the ¢creann naombtha, or holy trees of the
groves (y). As this inftrument was facred to Ana, or Anu, an infe-
rior Irifh Deity, who prefided over the produce of the Earth and
Waters (z), and whofe name it {ometimes bore, it was ufually, in the
days of Paganifm, to be found chained to a ftone at almoft every {pring,
Each Sub-Druid conftantly wore an ANU, of which, it is probable,
he made a mufical ufe in religious ceremonies ; or carried it for a fum-

moning, or perhaps, a martial purpofe (a).

'In the ﬁarl}r agbs of Chriftianity, it is likely, that the Corn received
a more elegant form and finifhing, and was fometimes ufed as a pledge
in transferring inheritances, as in England (b). Of this nature was the

(x) Arch. v. 3. p- &

(v) Colled. de rebus Hib, No. 13.

(z) Our Anu, and the Anaitis of the Scots, feem to be one andrhe fame Deity, Vide BosweLL'
Fournal of a Tour te the Hebrides. p. 263 to 268, Dub. ed.

(a) Amongft the Hebrews the Horn was ufed in religious ceremonies : It was the office of the fons
of Heman, the Levite, * to lift up the Horn.” Chr. 1. ch. 25. v. 5. The {acred trumpet was
always blown in the field of battle by the Britifh Druids, either to collet the feattered forces, or
awake the martial fury of the troops, This cuftom probably paffed down from the Druids to the
Chriftian Clergy., It appears from a paffage in Girar. CAMBRENSIS Top. (p. 747) that St.
Patrick wore an Horn, which was deemed facred, and was only to be blown by himfelf. Giraldus
has accompanied this relation with a tale rather too ludicrous for infertion,

(b) Vide Archaol, vol, 3. Nos. 1. 2. 3. 4 §and 7.

Charter
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Charter Horn, lately prefented to Trinity College, Dublin, by Thomas
Kavanagh, Efq; of Ballyborris, in the county of Carlow; and 1s
now depofited in the Mufeum of that learned Seminary. A defcrip-
tion and a fine engraving of this Horn, may be found in the thirteenth
Number of CoLLEcTANEA DE REBUS HiBERNICIS, page 26.

The ancient Irith had various kinds of TRUMPETs, viz. Stuic or
Stoc, Buabhall, Beann, Adharc, Dudag, Corna and Gall-trompa.

The STUIC or STOC, was a brazen tube, with a mouth-hole on
one fide, fo large, that no mufical note could be produced from it.

This inftrument was ufed as a Speaking Trumpet on the tops of our

round towers, to affemble congregations, to proclaim new moons,

quarters, and all other feftivals {¢). Nor is it unlikely, that this office
was performed by the Sub-Druids. Amongft the Hebrews we find the

Levites, (an inferior order of the priefthood) alone employed to blow the
Trumpets, whether in peace orin war: “ And the {ons of Aaron, the
Priefts, fhall blow with the Trumpets : and they fhall be to you for an
ordinance for ever, throughout your generations (d).” The inftrument
in queftion, is thus defcribed by Mr. O'Halloran, in one of his Letters
to the Author. ¢ It is formed fomewhat like a cow’s horn, but feveral .
« much larger. In its concave part is an opening from end to end.
« T never faw a mouth-piece to any of them; fo that how they could
« divide found, now remains a myftery—probably there might have
« been fome flider to confine and colleé&t the found.”—This conjecture

is equally fpecious and ingenious; but fuppofing the Stoc to have
been only a Speaking Trumpet, it is not neceflary to fupply it with
a flider. Several Stocs have been lately found in our bogs : the

() CofleB, de relus Hib, Neo. 13,

(d) Numb. Ch. 10. v. 8.
M 2 fipure
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figure of that reprefented in the Trophy, was taken from one in T'ri-
nity College, Dublin. (e)

Exa&t defcriptions of the BUABHALL, the BEANN and the
ADHARGC, are not to be found ; however, we may venture to fuppofe,

that they refembled, or were rather different names for the CORNA,
or BUGLE-HORN, which was winded at the hunting matches of the

ancient Irith, or founded in the field of battle, to animate the troops

and drown the cries of the dying (f). Dante has given us a {fublime idea
of the found of this inftrument in the g1ft Canto of his INFERNO.

Ma io fenti fonare un’ alto Corno,

Tanto ch’ avrebbe ogni tuon fatto fioco,
Che contra fe la fua via feguitando

Dirizzo gli occhi miei tutti ad un loco :
- Dopo la dolorofa rotta, quando
Carlo Magno perde la fanta gefta,
¢ " Non fono¢ si terribilmente Orlando.

o

(¢) . Dr. Moryxevux, in his Nat, Hifl. of Irel, has given the figure of a Stoc, which differs foom
the one mentioned in the text, in having two rings near the fmall end to fufpend it by. The prefent
Earl of Drogheda has one with four brafs pins or {pikes within the mouth, or greateft end, feemingly

to hold faft a fecond joint, that terminated, probably, in the form of our fpeaking trumpets, Colled. de
rebus Hib, No. 13. p. 47.

() Mr. O’Coxon informs me, that the ancient Irifh armies had battle Horns, a kind of domeltic
Trumpet in every battalion, with notes peculiar to the different battalions for the more precife know-
ledge of the duty required of each. This was formerly the cafe in Scotland. FrorssarT in deferib-
ing the battle of Orterburn, between Perey and Douglas, tells us, that the Scotchmen had their Horns,
which they blew in Jifferent notes,~It is no wild conje€ure, that with us, as with the Greeks,
before the ufe of ‘Trumpets was known in our armies, it was the bufinefs of thofe herald Bards who
had Stentoric lungs, to found with the voice, the alarm, and call the fquadrons together, Iliod, b. g.—

This, as well as making proclamations at tournaments, was one of the offices of the herald Minftrels
amongft the Normans. Burwevy's Hif, of Mu/, v. 2.

But
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But now the Trumpet, terrible afar,
Pour’d thro’ the Stygian world the blaft of war ;

Not Roland’s born in Roncefvalles field,
Startled the air with half fo loud a fitrain,
When Gallia’s Heroes prefs'd the bloody plain,
And Charlemagne refign’d the lilied fhield (g).

Boyop.

The conftru@ion of the Corna was extremely fimple. It's form, as
well as that of the Stoc, is offered us in the cow’s horn, of which it
was formerly made (h) ; latterly, when the mechanic arts got foot in
this country, it was conftru@ed of brafs, but the original form was

preferved.—Our Corna and the crooked Cornet of Pliny, were perhaps

one and the fame inftrument (i),

But the Irifth Corna was not entirely devoted to martial purpofes.
In the heroic ages, our anceftors quaffed Meadh (k) out of them, as

(g) This wonderful Horn is noticed by Artestd, Cexvaxres, and Srewse n.~—Bacox
accounts for the loudnefs of the Hunter's Horn.  Nar. Hiff. cent, 2. p. 37,

(h) The Corna which appears in the Trophy, and which is now in my pofleflion, is fimply a
cow’s horn, with a wooden mouth-piece, It formerly belonged to the White Boys, and was
blown on many a mutinoys occafian.—I am confidently affured, that thofe. horns have been often
Keard of a fill night, atthe diftance of fix miles,

(i) HorLuawnv’s Phny, p. 186.7 | The farer in Fuercuer's Fuitdful Sheplerd i, has a
wreathed horn, with which, when neceflary, he Tummons Fairies,

(k) * Iris remarkable, fays Dr, Warrox, (Dif. 1. Hifi, of Eng. Foet,) that Mead, the Nor-
"* thern Ne@ar, or favourite liquor of the Goths, who feem to haye flamped it with the charafler of
*“ a poctical drink, was no lefs celebrated among the Welch"—and, I may add, among the Irifl,
who called it Miedh or Mradh, ‘The fongs of our Bards are replete with the praifes of this
liquor. In the houfehold of the Irifh, the Bacomuar, BACHLAMEAL or Cup Bearer, was an
bigh office, Vide Campex’s Brir. p. 1043. fo. ed. of 1695, and Def. of Tamar Hall in Colled.

No. 12, p. 53. He held the Bachla at feafts, as was cultomary in Wales, Vide Evans’s Spec, of
Welfh Poet, No. 1.

the
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the Danifh hunters do their beverage at this day; and the Englith did
their’s in the time of Chaucer—

Janus fit by the fire with double berde,
And drinketh of his bugle born the wine (l).

In order to make thefe inftruments retentive of liquor, a lid muft
have been faftened by an hinge to the embouchere, to open and clofe at
pleafure. Mr. Pennant deforibes one of thofe ox-horn-cups, (as he
terms it,) which he faw at Dunvegan (m).

When the Bugle-horn ceafed to be ufed in the armies of the Irifh
and the other European powers, it was cither flung, as an ornament,
at the fide of domeftics, or employed at hunting matches, to call toge-
ther a fcattered pack of hounds. While Ariofto’s Angelica 15 cheering
the vanquifhed Sacripant, the attendant of Bradamant appears with a
crooked horn at his fide.

Mentre coftei conforta il Saracino ;

Ecco col corno e con la tafca al fianco
Galoppando venir fopra un ronzino

Un Meffaggier, che parea afllitto e ftanco (n).

In Shakefpear’s MercuanT or VENICE, blind Lancelot fays to Lo-
renzo, * tell him (i. e. Lorenzo) ther's a poft come from my mafter,
with his born full of good news (0)” The elegant author of “ ThE

(1) Frank. Tale, v. 2809. In the will of Prince /Ethelltan, the eldeft fon of King Etheldred I1.
we find him bequeathing his drimking forn, along with his martial accoutrements, See Grose’s
Treat, on anc, Armur. -

(m) Tour in Scot. v. 2. p. 296. See alfo Dr, Jouwson’s Fourney to the Weflern Iflands, p, 108,
Dub. ed. :

(n) Orl. Furiofo, Canto, 1.

(o) A& s. 5. 1.

HerMIT
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HermiT of WarkworTH” (who is remarkably faithful to the man-
ners of the times) difguifes his Henry in an hunter’s garh, and gives

him a horn—

The youth was clad in foreft green
With bugle born o bright (p).

In Ireland fome few centuries fince, Cuthcaire and Cracoire no Comaim
(hunt{men and horn-blowers) were united characters (q)

In the Gothic Romances, we fometimes find the Bugle-horn break-
ing an enchantment with a fingle blaft (r). Sometimes we difcover it
hanging over the entrance of caftles, on the blowing of which, by an
hafty courier or a wandering Knight, the porter appears on the battle-
ments, and enquires, whence the ftranger—his errand—and the nature
of his bufinefs.

He hies him inflant to the gate,
And, as the boran did found,

Lord Galvan’s porters us'd their {peed,
And inftant gather’d round.

Soon to the courteous queftion they
An anfwer courteous gave, &c. (s).

May we not fuppofe that the Bugle-horn was fometimes f{uf-
pended over the entrances of thofe ftately caftles which are now

(p) Fit the Firft.

(q) Colle@, de rebus Hib, No. 12. p. 533

{r) Farie Queen. B. 1. ch. B.

(s) Edewyand Edilda, a beautiful Gothic ale, by the Rev, Mr, WaaLLEY, of Briftol. Part. 3.

See alfo DoucLas® Peem of King Hare, C, 1. St. 33,
“ nodding
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“ nodding to their fall” in many parts of this kingdom? For the
fitions of romantic chivalry, have for their bafis, the real manners of

the feudal times (t),—~and fuch times undoubtedly there were in
Ireland.

The DUDAG, Vallancey {fuppofes from its name, was a very fhrill
Trumpet of brafs, dud fignifying the tingling of the ear, whence the
poetical compound dwdaireachd, the noife of Horns and Trumpets (n).
Perhaps the Dudag was a fpecies of Clarion or oQave Trumpet, called
by the Latins, Lituus, and ufed by the cavalry (w). This is all very
{pecious. But the want of a reprefentation of this inftrument, leaves
wide room for conje&ture. Now, O’Brien tranflates the word Dudag,
a Trumpet, or Horn Pipe (x). Why then not fuppofe it to have been
the Pibgorn, or Horn Pipe, once fo generally ufed in the ifland of
Anglefey (y) ?

GALL-TROMPA implies the foreigners Trumpet, probably the
Englith Trumpet (z). It fhould properly, therefore, be placed in a
later period in this work ; as fhould alfo the DRUM, which we had
either from the Englith, or from the Holy Land, by means of fome of
our Quixote-like adventurers, who turned their arms againft the
Pagans. The Drum, according to le Clerc, was an Oriental invention ;
a circumftance which feems to make for'the latter conjecture.

() Vide Lett. on Chival. and Romance. Rovertson’s Hiff, of Char, sth. View of the State of
Europ. Sedt. 1.
(v) Colledt, de rebus Hib. No. 13.

(w) Burney's Hiff. of Mufic. v, 1. p. 518,
(x) Iri/h Did,
(y) Vide BarrinGToN"s Memoir on the CaWru Crwth in Arch, v, 3. Jowes’ Muf. and Poet.

Relics of the Welck, p. 41.
I]'_:E.:I Calle 8 de rebus Hib. WNo. 11,

The
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The CIBBUAL or CORABAS, was compofed of feveral fmall
plates of brafs, or fhingles of wood, faftened with a thong, that was
held in one hand, and ftruck on the palm of the other ; now vulgarly

called a Clapper or Rattle. * This (fays Vallancey) was the ancient
Syftra of the Egyptians, named in Scripture menabnabim, agreeable to
the Hebrew idiom, fignifying the /haking-/baking inftruments, tranflated
by LXX xiutars, Cymbals (a).” This inftrument, among others, was
founded by order of David, before the ark of the Lord, when he
fetched it from Keriath Jearim: “ And David, and all the houfe of
Ifrael, played before the Lord, on all manner of inftruments made of
fir-wood, even on Harps, and on Pfalteries, and on Timbrels, and
on Cornets, and on Cymbals (b).” ‘The Cibbual was ufed by the Irith

in their choruffes, at feftivals, at funerals, and on other public occa-
fions; as was the bafe inftrument called,

CORNA'N or CRONA'N, a word formed of cor mufic, and an or
anan a bafe (c). They had alfo another inftrument of a fimilar na-

ture named,

IACHDAR-CHANNUS, which was the Latin Cantus Baflus.

(a) Colled. de rebus Hib, No. 13.

(b) Sam. 2. ch. 6. v. 5. Cymbals were employed by the Hebrews to drown the cries of human

facrifices ; (SANDYS’ Travailes, p. 186, Farad, Lofl, b. 1.) by the Turks, (Barox pe Tort’ Mem.
v. 1.) by the Britifh Druids, (BorLase’s Hif, of the Druids) and, 1 fear I muft add (and | write it

with horror!) by the Irifh Druids, for a fimilar purpofe !—Both Lady Moira and Mr, Lenwicw
feem to be decidedly of opinion, that human facrifices were offered in this kingdom, during the

Druidic hierarchy. ."'ﬁd: Archaeleg. v, 7. p. 91, and 317,

(¢) GCollefl. derebus Hib. No, 13, At this day, atune hummed in a low key, 1s called a Crenan
in many parts of Ireland: and the monotonous purr murmurred by a cat, while watching for her prey,
s allo fo named. The Irifh Cromén {eems to anfwer to the Englith Drumble. Vide Maroxi's
Eujﬂr. fo fﬂﬂ Ed, q.l" S.JIMI'{ﬁI'-mI"s Works, v, 2. P 687.

N The
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The CORABASNAS likewife, was a chorus inftrument of the
ancient Irifh, of a complex form. It confifted of two circular plates
of brafs, conneéted by a wire of the fame metal twifted in a worm-
like manner, which jingled round the fhanks, when the plates were
ftruck upon by the fingers. It was ufed for the purpofe of keeping
time. The word Corabafnas is compounded of cor mufie, bafnas of
ves, exa@, keeping time, and »gfc a ring, a circle, 1. e. an inflrument
wherewith to mark the time in mufic (d).

When ORGANS firft found their way into this country, we have not
been able to difcover. A learned friend thinks they were introduced
foon after their invention. They were certainly in general ufe in
Italy and France, in the 4th and 8th centuries, about which time the
Religious of Ircland and of thofe countries, had frequent intercourfe.
Yet we find no mention of an Organ in our Eecclefiaftical Hiftory, till

the year 1641 ; at that time, indeed, we are informed, there was an
Organ and a Choir in the Friary of Multifernan, in the county of
Weftmeath (e). According to Maitland, Organs were hardly known
in Scotland before the reign of James I. who introduced them
into the churches of that kingdom (f).

It is not recorded that the Flute was known to the ancient Irifh,
though an inftrument, with the model of which we are prefented in
the fhepherd’s reed. Yet it is highly probable, that this inftrument,
or one of the fame nature, was in ufe amongft them. For in no na-

(d) Ibid, Six of thofe inflruments were found (1781,) in digging up part of the Park of Slane,
the feat of the Right Hon. Mr. Conyngham ; one of them (reprefented in the Trophy) is in the
Mufeum of Trinity College, Dublin,

(¢) Vide ArcHpALL’S Monaff, Hib. p. 527,

[ﬂ Hr_’ﬂ. ﬂ'.lr Scol,

tion
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tion did mufic fway the paflions more defpotically, than in this: and
how could ¢ that placid fucceflion of lengthened tones, which fwell
on the fenfe. and infinuate themfelves into our inmoft feelings (g),"
be produced, but by means of the human voice, or fuch an

inftrument ? This could not have been wholly effected by the Harp,
the Horn, or the Bagpipe. Befides, the TABOUR was always a favou-
rite inftrument amongft the Irith, of which the Flute, or an inftrument
of the fame fpecies, has ever been the affociate. Perhaps then the
Irith READAN, FIDEOG or LONLOINGEAN were Flutes (h), or
rather Recorders, which are ftill more fimple in the conftruction,

but extremely foft and fweet (). We find Hamlet calling for a
Recorder, and thus encouraging Guildenftern to play on it :—* "Tis
«“ ‘ag eafy (fays he) as lying. Govern thefe ventages with your fingers
« and thumb, give it breath with your mouth, and it will difcourfe
« moft eloquent mufic (k).” As Shakefpear was a religious obferver
of coftume, it may be conje@ured from the foregoing quotation, that
the Recorder was a Danifh inftrument. And as the Danes remained
awhile in this country, we may infer from thence, that they intro-
duced the Recorder here, though that inftrument is unnoticed (at leaft
under that name) by our hiftorians, and though it is not now in ufe

amongit us.

It is however more probable, that the Irith had the Recorder from
the Danes, than that they owed to them the BLAOSG, or Concha
Marina, as has been advanced. We are inclined to think, that the

(g) Wess on Poetry and Mufic. p. 16. Dub, ed.
(h) VarLrLawmcey.
(i) * Flutes and foft Recorders.”
8 MiLToN,
(k) Hamler. A&, 3.
| N 2 Concha
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Concha Marina, as well as the Bagpipe, came to Ireland from the
bleak regions of Scotland, where the Romans might have left it in
fome of their hoftile wvifits (1). The Buccina, which, according to
Cafaubon, was the fhell of the Murex, was certainly one of the martial
inftruments of the Romans for many ages (m); and as Virgil gives this
inftrement to his Triton, it is not unlikely that the Murex was peculiar
to the Italian feas ; indubitably it is never found either in the Northern,
or in our {eas. Now our Concha Marina, and that of the Scets, anfwer
exallly to the form of the Buccina, and appear to be made of the fame
kind of fhell. Both in Scotland and in Ireland, Mead was formerly ferv-
round at feafts, in this inftrument : hence, probably, the frequent
epithets in the Erfe and Irith poems, of * the feaft of Shells”’ and
“ the Hall of Shells.” This cuftom is not yet entirely exploded in Scot-
land. When Mr. Bofwell and Dr. Johnfon were at Mr. M‘Sweyn’s,
in the Ifle of Col, in the year 1973, whifkey was ferved round in a
fhell (n). Some of thofe Blaofgs flill remain in Ireland : one of them
exaQly refembling a Triton’s fhell (o), was lately feen in the hand of a
peafant in the county of Waterford.——If Virgil does not exaggerate
too much, the found of this inftrument muft be terrific :

e crula Concha
Exterrens freta. An. 10. 1. 209.

I'rowning he feems his crooked flell to found,
And, at the blaft, the billows dance around.

DR YDEN.

(1) Mr.BareTT1 makes the following remark on the word Cocea in Frezz1's epic poem, written

after the manner of Dante : Cocca, vicioufly pronounced inftead of Concha, that is, the dark of

* Charon, made in the form of that fhell-fith which the Latins and Italians call Contha and Conca.”
lialian Library, Hilt. of the Tta. Tong, p. 4 5.

(m) Kexwxer’s Roman Antig. p. 208,
(n) Boswerv’s Journal of a Tour to the Heb, p. 359. Dub. ed.

(o) Vide Antichi Mimumenti di Ercolano. a fplendid and curious work in 6 Tom, publifhed’ by
order of the prefent King of Naples,

Small
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Small BELLS—(fuch, we mean, as were appended to the tunic of
the Jewith High-Prieft (p), and afterwards employed by the Greeks
and Romans for various religious purpofes (q), but particularly to fright-
en ghofts and demons from their temples)—were undoubtedly intro-
duced with. Chriftianity into this kingdom, being univerfally then, as
now, tingled occafionally at the altars of the Roman Catholics, by the
officiating Prieft. Their ufe amongft the Chriftian Clergy, is fuppofed
to have been coeval with their religion ; and the Miffionaries who
were fent to convert the Pagan Irith, would not omit bringing with
them, an appendage of their profeflion, which is flill thought fo

neceflary (r).

But the period at which Large Bells, for Belfries, were firft ufed here,
is not fo cafily determined. Primate Uther informs us, that Bells were

ufed in the Churches of Ireland in the latter end. of the #th century. But
as he does not afcertain the fize of the Bells, nor fpeak of Belfries, we
may conclude, he only means the {mall Bells alluded to above. Sir
John Hawkins, on the authority of Polyd. Virgil, afcribes the inve n-
tion of fuch Bells, as are fufpended in the towers or fteeples of churches,
to Paulinus of Nola, about the year 400 (s) ; but W. Strabo aflures.
us, that large fufpended Bells were in his time (the gth century) but
a late invention, Now as the perfecuted’ Chriftians, in the infancy of
the Church, dared not openly to avow their profeffion, much lefs
publicly fummon a Congregation by the found of a Bell, we are in-
clined to lean to Strabo’s affurance. So that we cannot venture to

(p) Exed. ch. 28. verles 33. 34

(q) Vide Porrenrs’ Greciam Antig.

(r) In Lasi na Seilge, an Irifh poem which was written at a very early period, w/hite bocks and
Lells, are mentioned .as appendages of the priefthcod.

(s) Hifl, of Mufic, v. 4. p. 153.
give
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-give an lhigher antiquity to large f{ufpended Bells in this kingdom,
than the calm which immediately fucceeded the expulfion of the
Danes ; at which time, according to Walth, the Chriftian Clergy
converted the Round Towers into fleeple-houfes, or belfries ; * from
‘““ which latter ufe of them, (continues he) it 1s, that ever fince, to
“ this prefent time, they are called in Irith Cloghteachs, that is, belfries

“ or bell-houfes; cloc and clog fignifying a Bell, and teach a houfe, in
‘“ that language (t).”

The praQice of ringing Bells in change, is faid to have originated in
England, and to have been peculiar, for fome time, to that country (u).
This practice was unknown in Ireland, till the clofe of the reign of King
William III. when PeAvLs were firft brought over from England by M.
John Dodfon, an eminent Brewer of Dublin, and a Captain of the Mi-
litia, which was raifed in the fucceeding reign. ‘This gentleman (w)
(I have been told) bequeathed a confiderable legacy to St. Patrick’s

Cathedral, Dublin, for the purpofe of purchafing a large Bell (x).
To Mr. Dodfon, probably, as he was a celebrated Ringer, we ought
to afcribe the inftitution of Societies of Ringers, in Dublin ; for of fuch
Societies there were feveral in London, at the time he vifited it, con-
(ifting of men of the firft rank (y).

(t)  Profped of the State of Irel. P 416. 417,

(v) Hawxins'Hiff, of Mufic. v, 4. p. 153.

(w) Capt, Dodfon was interred in St. Parrick’s Church-yard, Dublin,

(x) Doubring the suthenticity of this information, though not the veracity of my informant, I
begged of the Rev. Mr, James Verfchoyle, Librarian to the Cathedral, to have the Records of the
Chapter feduloufly fearched for fuch a bequelt. The fearch was carefully, but vainly made,
Though this enquiry was not attended with the expetted fuccefs, it afforded me a convincing
proof of Mr. Verfchoyle'’s politenefs, and of his willingnefs to promote any literary undertaking,

(y) According to Bithop Burnet, Sir Mathew Hale, Lord Chief Juftice of the King’s Bench,

was, 1n his youthful days, a member of a Society of Ringers,e—eT7s found the Bells, was confidered as

a neceflary accomplifhment in the education of a Jougleur., Vide Mrs, Dosson’s Hifl, of the
Troubadours, p. 201.

5. WHERE
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5. WHEEE, AND BY WHOM, THE SCIENCE oF Music waAs ORI-
GINALLY TAUGHT IN IRELAND.

Colonel Vallancey, in the refearches he kindly made for the author,

difcovered traces of a COLLEGE OF CHORISTERS amongft the
ancient Irith. It is probable, there were {everal of thefe mufical femi-
naries in the kingdom, each of which, we may venture to conjeCture,
was a kind of Hall, belonging to the different Colleges of the Bards (2).
Here, it is natural to fuppofe, the Bards and Oirfidigh were in-
firu@ed in the fcience of mufic. Nor is it improbable, that the
Minftrels or vagrant Muficians, fo often mentioned by our hiftorians,
were mufical geniuffes, difcovered by difcerning people; amongft the
lower clafles of fociety, and recommended by them to the Principals
of thofe Colleges, who admitted them, and had them maintained and
educated (like-the poor Schelars in the Jefuits” mufic fchools in Ger-
many) (a) at the expence of the foundation (b). The Principal of the

College of Chorifters was called SEIR-TONN, a term which is thus
explained, an ti bbios re Seir; i. . he who is over the mufic, or Ollamh-
re-Ceol. It is worthy of remark, that the Song of Solomon is called
the Seiri of Seir's (c).

In thefe feminaries, the different fpecies of mufic were taught by
means of a mufical circle called DRAIEACHT or DROCHAID, to

() * In the reign of James VI. (fays the elaborate MaiTLanp) an aét was paffed, relaung to
the inftruting youth in the art of mulic and linging ; ordaining, that the Magiftrates of Boroughs
and Patrons of Colleges, where fong-fchoals were founded, do forthwith appoint proper mafters for
that purpofe.” Hiff, of Scot.. By this paflage we are taught, that fong-fchools were {ometimes
 appendages of learned feminaries in Scotland ; an ufage analogous to the conje€ural one in the text,
(a) Burwex's State of Mufic in Germany. v. 1, p. 147.

(b) ‘This conjeture, if admitted, will account for the number of vagrant muficians, with which

Ireland formerly abounded.

{c) Varramcey. Lett, to the Author. - '
diftinguifh
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diftinguifth it from Ogham, the Profodiacal Circle : hence Draioch:

means a tune, a poem, or fong. And hence our mufical modes were
denominated, Gollttraidbeacht, Geanttraiabeacht and Suanttraidbeach:.

But we will wave any further account of thefe circles, as one of our
ableft antiquaries is preparing a Treatife on them for the public

eye (d).
6th. Tae War-Soxna.

Selden in fpeaking of the War-Songs of different nations, fays, that
the one in ufe amongft the Irith Kerns was called PHARROH (e).
This fong—(of the nature of the ORTHIAN Song of the Greeks) (f),
—the RoLaxp of the Normans (g)—and the UnsENjaETH Pry-
DAIN (h) of the Welch—(recited the a&ions of an ancient hero called

Pharroh or Pharrogh (i), and was probably fet to that kind of mufic
denominated Phrygian, which, according to Ariftotle, had a mad-

dening effect. While an army was preparing for the onfet, this fong

(d) The Scotch Pipers were originally taught the rudiments of mufic by means of ftakes fluck in

the ground. (Bsaurorp,)—Hence, I prefume, Car, 2 mark, or bar inmufic. Vide Snaw’s Gaelic
Dif.

(¢) Notes on DravyrTon’s Polyolb, Song, 6.

(f) liad. B, v1.v. 13,

(g) Hif. Univ. par VorLTaIrE, p. 69. Burwev's Hiff, of Mufic, v. 3.

(h) BarrincTon's Obferv, upon ihe Statutes. p. 293.

(1) The vulgar Irifh fuppofe the fubjeét of this fong to have been Forroch, or Ferragh, (an ealy
corruption of Pharroh) a terrible Giant, of whom they tell many a marvellous tale Perhaps Pharroh
was another Orlando. Vide Orl Innam, del Bovyarpo, and Orl, Furio. del Ariosto, While

SPENSER was writing his Fairy Qucen in the romantic caftle of Kilcoleman, (on his own eflate in the
county of Cork), the fame of Forroch reached his ears, and he determined to find 1 place for him in
his poem, Accordingly we difcover

‘“ the bold Sir Ferraugh hight,”

figuring in B.IV. c. 2. { 4.~—Ferragh is elfewhere noticed by Spenfer, Vide his Stase of Ireland.
- It is rather extraordinary, that we fhould find a Sir Ferragh among Ariofto’s Knights,

was
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was fung at the head by a Filea, to the harfh, but  {pirit-ftirring "
accompaniment of the different martial inftruments; a cuftom well
calculated to kindle valour in the breafts of the foldiery. The fub-
ftance of the Pharroh may be found fcattered through feveral Irifly

manufcripts ; but the mufic to which it was adapted has been loft
for ages. Latterly, the name of this fong, like the War-Waoor of

the Indians, was fhouted by armies as they rufhed to an affault.

We find, that after the invafion of the Englifh, each Chieftain had
a War-Cry peculiar to his Tribe, which was probably the name of an
obfolete war-fong. Several of thefe cries are become mottoes to the
arms of the ennobled Defcendants of thofe brave warriours : CRoM-ABU,

for inftance, is now the motto of the Duke of Leinfter’s Arms (k).

(k) Harris’ Ed, of Wane’s Works, v, 2. p. 163. The Scots boaft much of their Pibrach, or
Cruineachodh, a fpecies of martial mufic, peculiar to the Highlands, which is faid to have a moft
extraordinary effe@®, even at this day, on the native Highlanders, in the time of aftion. The viftory
at Quebec in 1780, is attributed by them to the effe@ of this mufic. Effay o Influ. of FPoet. and Muj. on
the Highl.~Perhaps Mac Allifdrum’s March is of the nature of the Cruineachohd of the Scors,
“ "There is a very odd kind of Irifh mufick, (fays Dr. Sm1rn) well known in Munfter by the name of
“ Mac-Allifdrum's March, being a wild rhapfody, made in honor of this commander, to this day much
“ efteemed by the Irith.” Hiff. of Cork, v. 2. p. 159. Mac-Allifdrum, alins Mac-Donell, was an
Irifh General of great bravery, who was bafely murdered in cold blood, at Knockrinofs, near
Mallow, by a detachment of Lord Inchiquin’s forces, during the perfecution of the Englifh in
1646-7-

“ The troops being affembled together by this means, as foon as they came within fight of the
“ enemy, they fet up the war-cry, the Criom-asu, two words of Chaldee origin W2 VTN
 chiromubau ; the firft fignifying, bellum, internecio ; the fecond, exultare, and then rufhed on, to
“ Catha, Chaldee NMWIIR.—— See Job xxxviii, 23. In latter ages, each tribe had their
“ particular Abu ; but the ancient general term is preferved in the Leinfter family, by the motto,

“CroMm=-anu.”
Colled, de relus Hib, No, 13, p. 504

O ath. Mu-
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»th,. MusicaL CONTESTS.

We have good reafon to believe, that the ancient Irifh had

MUSICAL CONTESTS; buf, as we want the authority of hiftory
to fupport us, we will not venture to aflert that they had. Yet it
muft appear véry extraordinary to our readers, that in a nation
abounding with muficians, many of whom were ufually employed to
aflift on every public occafion (1), there fhould be no tryal of fkill :
Keating, indeed, gives us room to think there was. According to
this hiftorian, the Bards were obliged to aflemble annually at Tamar,
in order to exhibit their mufical, as well as poetical compofitions ;
and thofe approved by the Affembly, were ordered to be taught in
the Schools. - This implies a Conteft (m).

While

(1) It is extraordinary, that amongft the Games faid by Mr, O'Harvrorawn to have been exhi-
bited at the Aonache or meeting on the 1t of Auguft, on the Plain of Tailtean in Meath, mufic is
unnoticed.  Vide Hifl. of Irel, . 1. |

(m) In the Dublin Exening Poff of July, 1784, there appeared the following advertifement,
which was re-publithed in July, 1785,

LR I 8§ H H.A-R 2

TO encourage the national mufic of Ireland, the following prizes will be given at Granard, om
Monday the 1ft of Auguft next, to Performers on the Irifh Harp, under the decifion of Judges to be
;ppnim:d by the company then prefent,

Seven Guineas to the beft Performer,

Five e to the Second.

Three === 1o the Third.

Two === 1o the Fourth.

Mr. A, Buaroucns,

Mr, CoNxer, } Stewards,
Mr. EpcewonrTH, |

This Advertifement naturally awakened my curiofity. At brit, I thought that this mufical conteft

was a revival of an ancient one ; then, I concluded that it was intended to commemorate fome remark-

able event, But my curiofity at length inciting me to write, for information on the fubjeét, to two

ingenious gentlemen in the neighbourhood of Granard, I received from them ample fatsfaftion.—
Mr.



THE IRISH BARDS, &c 99

While treating of the mufic of the ancient Irith, we muft not forget

the SUPERNATURAL SOUNDS, which, their Poets inform us,
were fo often heard amongft them. Thefe founds were emitted

cither in plaintive cries or loud fhricks, by Spirits conjured up
by fuperflition, in the darknefs of Paganifm. Sometimes thofe Spirits
were heard foftly fighing along vallies ; fometimes roaring through
forefts : Now they were feen in the fancied forms of departed Bards
or fallen Heroes, failing on clouds; at another time, they were ob-
ferved, riding on tempefts. But as thefe airy Beings were generated
from natural caufes, we need only confult for fatisfation on this

head, the Author of THE SeAsoNs, whofe eye not only glanced from
Earth to Heaven, but penetrated into the inmoft recefles of Nature.

* "Along the woods, along the moorith fens,
8ighs the fad Genius of the coming ftorm ;
- " And up among the loofe disjointed cliffs,
D 1 And fraGur'd mountains wild, the brawling brook
| " 'And cave prefageful, fend a bollow moan,
Refounding long in liftening Fancy’s ear (n).

To a mind weak from ignorance, and filled with idle tales, this mu-
fical and melancholy found, fo like the fwell of an Aolian Harp,

Mr. Dungan, a oative of Granard, fettled in Denmark fome years ago, where he realized a large
fortune, part of which be determined to employ, annually. in charities to the country which gave him
birth, or in fome other way that might contribute to its welfare. About two years fince, he
obferved in an Englifh paper, an account of a prize having been offered in Scotland to the bell
Player on the Highland Bagpipe. He was pleafed with the idea, and immediately wrote to a friend
in Treland, empowering him to offer the prizes fpecified in the above Advertifement, to the helt
Performer on the Irifh Harp.—The conteft was held at the appointed tme. "The company was
large and brilliant ; but the performers were only médiocres, and the mufic common, and ill feleCled.
() Winter,
O 2 _ mig ht
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might feem to be the voice of a Spirit, to which the creative ima-
gination would foon give a form (o). Spirits of a lefs gentle nature,
were likewife often fuppofed to be heard, when

round the rocking dome,
IFor entrance eager, howls the favage blaft,

Then too, they fay, thro’ all the burthen’d air,

Long groans are heard, fbrill founds and diflant fighs,
That, utter’d by the Demon of the night,
Warn the devoted wretch of woe and death. (p).

On the deceafe of an Hero, it was faid, the Harps of his Bards emitted
mournful founds (q). This is very probable; for the Bards, while
forrowing for their Patron, ufually fufpended to trees their negleéted
Harps, from whofe loofened ftrings, the paffing gales might brufh foft
plaintive tones. Here we have the origin of the BENSHI, an in-
vifible Being, which is alledged to be ftill heard in this country, and

in the Highlands of Scotland, crying moft piteoufly, on the death of
the Defcendant of an ancient Houfe (r).

(0) Sawpvys (Vide his Notes on Owid's Metam.) tells us, from Archippus, that the fable of the

Sirens took its rife from the delightful harmony caufed by the finging of the winds and the beating
of the billows in a certain Bay,

fp] Winter.

(9) Owip feigns that the Harp of Orpheus, after he had been torn to pieces by the female
Bacchanals, founded mournfully as it floated down the Hebrus -

A doleful tune founds from the floating lyre,

Gartw’s Ovid, vol, 2. p. 16y,
(r) Pewwawt’s Tour in Scot, v, 1. p. 186.

VI. BUT
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«« welare (x).——The attention of this people to mufical inftruments
I find worthy of commendation ; in which their fkill is, beyond
« all comparifon, fuperior to that of any nation I have feen: For in
« thefe, the modulation is not flow and folemn, as in the inflruments
“ of Britain, to which we are accuftomed ; but the founds are rapid
“ and precipitate, yet at the fame time, {weet and pleafing, It 1s
« wonderful how in fuch precipitate rapidity of the fingers, the mu-
““ fical proportions are preferved; and by their art, faultlefs through-
“ out, in the midft of their complicated modulations, and ‘moft
“ jntricate arrangement of notes, by a rapidity {o fweet, a regularity
"« fo irregular, a concord fo difcordant, the melody is rendered har-
* monious and perfe@, whether the chords of the Diatefferon or
| Diapente are firuck together, yet they always begin in a foft mood,
“ and end in the fame, that all may be perfected in the fweetnefs of
¢ delicious founds. ‘They enter on, and again leave their modula-
“ tions with fo much fubtilty, and the tinglings of the fmall ftrings
“ fport with fo much freedom under the deep notes of the bafe, de-
X light with fo much delicacy, and footh fo foftly, that the cxcellencn

““ of their art feems to lie in concealing it.”

i

‘But fuch was the celebrity of the Irith mufic in the century preceding
the arrival of Cambrenfis, that the Welch Bards condelcended to re-
ceive inftru@ions in their mufical art, from thofe of Ireland. Gruf-
fydhap Conan, King of North Wales, when he determined to regulate
and reform the Welch Bards, brought over with him from Ireland
many Irith Bards for this purpofe. * Gruffydh ap Conan; fays Powel,
*“ brought over with him from Ireland divers cunning muficians into
“ Wales, why, (he boldly afferts) devifed in a manner all the inftru-

(x) Topog. Hib, ditin&, 3. ¢, 13, |
“ mental
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“ mental mufic that is now there ufed : as-appeareth, as well by the

“ bookes written of the fame, as alfu by the names of the tunes and
“ meafures ufed among them to this daie (y).” This aflertion of
Powell receives fupport from the learned and amiable Selden : « Their
“ mufique (fays he, fpeaking of the Welch) for the moft part came
“ out of Ireland with Gruffydh ap Conan, Prince of North Wales,
‘“ about King Stephen’s time (2.

The Irifh Bards had not been long in Wales, when there occurred
an opportunity of difplaying their fkill. At Chriftmas, in the year
1170, a great feaft was made in the Caftle of Cardigan by Rhys ap
Gruftydh, to which all the Poets, or Bards of Wales, were invited.
Here poetical contefls were - held, in which the Bards of North Wales

(amonglt whom it is natural to fuppofe our countrymen were - pre-
eminent) won the prizes (a).

At was in a Congrefs of Mafters of Mufic, held by Gruffydh ap
Conan, for the reformation of abufes amongft the Welch Minfirels,
that the Welch tunes in the colle&ion of the late Mr. Morres, of
the Tower, (London), were fettled in their prefent notation (b). As
this Congrefs we may conclude, confifted principally of the cunning
Muficians brought over from Ireland into Wales, we may hence infer, that
the notation of the mufic then fettled, was afforded by thofe Mufi-
cians, they having been already faid 7o bave devifed in a manner at this

time, all the inflrumental mufic of the Welch. As this notation muft
have arrived gradually, even to the rude ftate in which we find it,

(y) Hifl of Camb. p. 191, edit. 1583,

(z) Notes on DravyT. Fﬂé’ﬂ!ﬁ Song.

(a) Wynne's Hiff, of Wales. p.200. LyrTLRTON'S Hift. of Hen. 11,
(b) Burwev’'s Hiff of Mufic, v. 2. p.

and
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and as the tunes which it has been the mecans of preferving, are fet
in full harmony for the Harp (c), we may venture to affert, that
the Irith had been long in pofleflion of mufical chara€lers, and of a
flight knowledge of Counterpoint ; for both of which, it will appear
elfewhere, they were probably indebted to the Greeks (d).

But we are in poffeffion of an irrefragable proof of our claim to the

notation of the Welfh tunes above-mentioned ; that is, a Pfalm tune
in the fame notation, which we will here exhibit.

Plalm Tune .
: vy =
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This mufical curiofity was given to Mr. Beauford, (the kind commu-
nicator) by a Popifh Prieft, who took it from a MS. perhaps a Miflal,
which had been for many generations in one of the families of the
Cavanaghs. Mr, Beauford accompanied this communication with the
following remarks : * This 1s evidently fet for the Cruit (or Pfaltery,
“ as the name imports), and appears to be a pfalm tune. The charac-
“ ters in which it is written, are the Latin or Etrufcan of the middle

“ ages, found at this day on a number of fepulchral monuments in

() Bumwev’s Hifl. of Mufic. v. 2,
(d) See Appendiz. No. 1L
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‘“ Britain and Ireland ; and were ufed in this ifland in the 16th
“ century, as appears from a variety of inferiptions on tombs, &c. The

““ mufical notation therefore before us, can probably claim no higher an-
“ tiquity than the 1gth or 16th centuries, and might, perhaps, be a {pe-
““ cies of notation ufed by fome Monk in his private hymns. Nor doth
‘““ the Welfh notation given by Dr. Burney appear to be older ; and
“ neither of them are the aboriginal chara&lers of the Bards.” Perhaps
Mr. Beauford brings the Ara of this notation a little too much for-
ward ; yet Dr. Burney feems to favour this opinion. But we will
leave this controverfial point to the difcuffion of future mufical anti-
quaries, and “ purfue our purpos’d theme.”

VII. THOUGH the Englith during the Middle Ages (the period to
which we have now brought down our enquiries) kept the natives
in a ftate of abfolute anarchy, refufed them the privileges of fubje@s,
and only left them the lands they could not fubdue ; yet did our
-mufic and poetry flill flourith. So deeply rooted in the minds of the
Irith was the paflion for thofe arts, that even the iron hand of tyranny
could not eradicate it: the defpondency, indeed, occafioned by the

lofs of their liberty, damped, in fome degree, its ardour.

On the revival of Literature in the 11th century, after the conver-
fion of our Norman enemies, the Irith attempted, ineffetually, to
reftore things to their former ftate. 'The Filean Colleges were re-
eftablithed ; but their endowments were not liberal, nor their difci-

pline ftri@ (e) : however they were fupported till the reign of
Charles I (f).

(e) OCoxon.

() The Iaft of thefe Schools was kept in the county of Tipperary, under the Profefforfhip
of Doftins Mac Egan, in the reign of Charles]. and it was in that Seminary that the celebrated

Dusld Mac Firbs ftudied, Remarks en Effay on the Ant, of the Ir, Langu. \n Colle@ de rebus
Hib. v, 2.

The
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The order of the Bards was now divided into two ciaﬂ"us; VIZi
OLLAMH RE SEANACHAS and OLLAMH RE DAN (2).

The OLLAMHAIN RE SEANACHAIDHE were Hiftorians and

Antiquaries. ‘Their office was confined to certain families ; and they
held their properties by hereditary right. Of this clafs were O’Maul-
conry and Mac Liag. The former wrote a chronological Poem, com-
mencing with the Monarch Logaire A. D. 428, and ending in the

year 10I4: 'the latter was author of the Anara or CHOGAIBH
Erron, which clofes with the abdication of Donogh A. D. 1064 (h).

The OLLAMHAIN RE DAN (whom we fhall in future diftinguifh

by the fimple appellation of Bar ps) were Panegyrifts or Rhapfodifts, in
whom the charadters of the Troubadour and Jougleur of Provence (i)

{feem to have been united. Each Chieftain entertained in his Caftle one
of thefe Rhapfodifts, who, while he, his family and guefts were af=
fembled in the great Hall, around the * groaning board” recited in

verfe, to the accompaniment of his Harp, the praifes of his Patrons’
Anceftors, or the compofitions of the ancient Bards from whom he

was himfelf defcended. Sometimes the fubje&s of his fongs, like
many of Homer's narrations, were founded in hints taken from ex=

(g) O'Cowor. Stawinuvrst in his Defeription of Ireland compiled from leveral Authors
of this period, (vide Horinsuen’s Chomicle) fpeaks thus of our language and Bards : * ‘The toong
* is fharpe and fententious, and offereth great occafion to quicke apophthegms and proper allufions,
" Wherefore their common jefters and rimers, whom they terme Bards, are faid to delight paffing-

“ lie thefe that conceive the grace and propertie of the toong, But the true Irifh indeed differeth fo
“ much from that they commonlie fpeake, that fcarfe one in five hundred can either read, write,

“ or underftand it. ‘Therefore it is preferved among certeine of their poets and antiquaries.
ki P‘- IE.H

(h) O'Havvoran's Hifl, of Ire, v, 2,

(1) Vide Mrs, Dossox’s deleftable Hiff, of the Troubadours,

P2 | . travagant



108 HISTORICAL MEMOIRS OF

travagant tales propagated long before his time ; fometimes they were
founded in fa@s: and often extemporancous cffufions’ of wit and

humour, flowed abundantly from him (k). It was the mirth which
prevailed on the latter occafion, that gave rife to this well-known
adage :

In the Hall
Beards wag all.

As thefe Rhapfodifts, whofe perfons were ftill deemed facred, fome-
times indulged in fatire and inve&ive, they held the Nobles in much

awe (1); and gifts were occafionally beftowed on them to keep their
“ mufe in good humour.”

The influence of their rhymes too was aftonithing. This pofition
we will illuftrate : When the Earl of Kildare, while Lord Licutenant

of Ireland, was fummoned by the King (Henry VIIL.) to England, to

an{wer certain charges brought againft him, he entrufted the Admi-
niflration to his Son, Lord Thomas. A rumour, foon after the Earl’s

departure, being fpread, that he had been executed in the Tower,

(k) Mr. Macruerson accounts very plaufibly for the ludicrous compolfitions of the Bards

not reaching us : *“ The ludicrous is local and temporary ; and fatire ceafes to pleafe, when the
“ follies it reprehends are loft in length of time.” Intro. 10 Hiff, of Great Brit. The fongs of the
Grecian Bards at feltivals were often extempore :

The Bard advancing, meditates the fong.

Ody. b. 8.

() Horiwesuep fomewhere informs us, that the Irith Bard, if he was not well paid for his
pancgyric, turned libeller immediately ; and it his audience was nod attentive to his mufic and poetry,
that he comumanded filence in the moft imperious manner,=A Welth Bard boafts that * fhould ]

defire of my prince the moon as a prefent, he would certainly beftow it on me,”=~Evans’ Spec.
of Wellh Pocs.

and
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and that his whole family were threatened with the royal vengeance, this
rath young Man, by the advice of his affociates, determined on re-
venging the injuries of his family, While Cromer, who was both
Primate and Chancellor, was pathetically reprefenting to him the
rafhnefs, weaknefs and iniquity of his intended enterprize, in a
Council affembled in St, Mary's Abbey, (Dublin), Nelan, a Bard who
waited in his train, inftantly began to chant forth the praifes of Lord
Thomas, in his country rhymes ; extolling his greatnefs, chiding his
delay, and calling upon him to take immediate revenge in the field for-the
injuries of his family. * The effufions of this ignorant and heated
‘ Rhapfodift (continue my Authors) had unhappily a greater in-
" « fluence than the fage Counfels of the Prelate, and the young
«“ Geraldine rufhed forth at the head of his Irith train (m).” |

But Nelan’s powers lay not merely in perfuafion : he was a jefter

too. He prefumed to interrupt the Chancellor in his exhortation, to
beftow on the young Nobleman the appellation of Silken Thomas,
becaufe his domeflics’ liveries were embroidered with filk (n). Perhaps
the Irith Bards in thofe days were privileged to jeft with their Patrons;
and occafionally aflumed, hike the French and Englith Minfirels, the.
charaer of Buffoon. At an early period, indeed, the CLEASAMH-
NAIGH or Jefters, muft have conflituted a diftin& clafs of the officers
belonging to -the State in this Kingdom, for we difcover a particular
place for them in the Hall of Tamar (o).

Several of the Poems attributed to Oifin;- in which the feigned
exploits of Fin and his fubordinate officers are celebrated, were the
produltions of the Bards of this period, few of them being more

: (m) Hif, of Irel, by the Authors of the Modern Unrv.
(n) HorLiNncsHED.
(0) GCille&, de rebui Hib. No. 12. p. 520.

ancient
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ancient than the r1th or r2th centuries, as may eafily be proved from
fome terms of language, unknown to the Irith in the earlier times.
Thefe poets, 1n general, gave to their Finian Heroes, a ftature and
mufcular itrength more than human. In this, however, they have
been {urpafled by the Erfe Poets, who have made Fin the fon of
Cumbhal, a Giant of fifteen cubits! Many of thefe compofitions were
intended for the amufement of the vulgar, (who delight in the mar-

vellous) and were recited, or rather fung at entertainments, weddings
and wakes (p). And on fuch weak foundations, fays the venerable
O’Conor, has Mr. Macpherfon erecled his gorgeous Fabrics of Fincat

and TEMorA (q).

(p) Thele poems were cvidently calculated to be fuhg to the accompaniment of the Haip;
for they are, in general, in that fhort meafure which was formerly {fung to that inftrument
by the Enghfh Minfirels,” Vide Tale of Sir Topas, Sir Bevis of Southampten, Guy of Warwick, and
feveral other old Englifh Ballads ; all of which, according to Dr. Warton, were fung, at the time
they were compofed, to the Harp, Of this meafure the Dotor has given us a fpirited imitation
in his Ode on the Grave of Art/ur.~Many of thefe too, like the old Englifh Ballads juft mentioned,
begin with an introdu€ory addrefs toan auditory: Another proof that they were intended to be
fung or recited in public,=—=Perhaps the Irifh poems in queftion were of the nature of the Ramance
of Roncefvalles, which the peafant was finging as he paffed Don Quixote and his 'Squire, in the
ftreets of Tobofo.~~*‘ Eftando los dos en eftas platicas vieron, que venia a paffar por donde eftavan
“ uno con dos mulas, que ‘por el ruydo que hazia el arado, que arraftrava por el fuelo, juzgaron
“ que devia de fer labrador, que avria madrugado antes del dia & yr 4 fu labranca, y afli fue
“ la verdad : venia el labrador cantando aquel Romance, que dizen : mala la huviftes Francefes en
“ efla de Rocnefvalles,” p. 2. lib. 5. c. 9.

Suaxesrear alludes to the cuftom of finging to the Harp at a very early period amongit the
Englith, In the Firff Part of Hen. IV. Owen Glendower thus addrefles Hotfpur :

Glen. 1 can {peak Englifh, lord, as well as you,
For I was train’d up in the Enghih court ;
Where, being young, I framed ta the harp

Many an Engli/h ditry. A&, 3. Se. 1,

F

{(q) Lett, to the Author.

In
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In the Laor NA Se1LGE, one of the moft celebrated of the poems
alluded to above, there is a beautiful epifode which we will here

tranicribe ; not only for the gratification of the Irifh reader, but alfo.
to ferve as a fpecimen of the metre, diftion, and prevailing poeti¢al
fiCtions of thefe ages. Frivolous as fuch Reliques of ancient poetry
may appear to the faftidious antiquary, it is by means of them, alone,

that we can trace the rife and progrefs of national poetry, or illuftrate
the hiftory of the human mind.

The Poem opens with an exclamatory interrogation from Oifin to
St. Patrick, concerning a Chace performed by Fin, unaccompanied by
any of the Fenii. The Saint declares he never heard of this chace, and
requelts that Oifin will narrate the particulars of it. Qifin wanders from
the fubje&, to dilate on the bravery of the Fenii, the poetic powers
of Fergus, and the prowefs and munificence of Fin. A kind of reli-
gious controver{y then enfues, in which the venerable Bard {peaks ra-
ther too irreverently of the Deity. At length St. Patrick urges him
to commence his tale, and he proceeds in the following manner :

APHADRUIG gidh adbbbur céii.
Dhamb bheith riombh antachtaibh drd ;

Aithreofad, cia tasim fo bhrin,
Cionnas arinncadh leo an tfeals.

La
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La da raibh Finn Ilaith,

Ar an faich’ an Aimbain uir,
Go ffacaidh chuige fo ré,

An Eilid og, ar aleim lith.

‘Glaodbas air Sgeolan agus air DBran,

’8do leig fead orra araon ;
Gan fhios do chach ’san i,
Gur lean fa Toir an Eilid mbaol.

IN: raibh leis ach mac-an-Loin,
A dba choin, agus e fein ;
Ar lorg na b’ Eilide go dian,
Go Sliabh Guilinn na rian reidb.

Ar ’n’del don Elid an fa t' Sliabb,
(Finn na diaigh fa dba choin,)
Nir ffies do cia foir no fiar,
Do ghabh an Fia an fa chnae,

Do gabh Finn foir fan & Sliabh
Sa dba chein fiar, ar lith ;
Sa Phadruig na’r b'olc le Dia,
Mar hug an triar a dha ccul !

Chualaigh Finn, ’Snior chian uadh,
Gul ar bbruach Locha Sheimb:;

'San do bbi ann macacimbh mna

Bo fearr cail da ffacaidh fa.
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Do bbi agruaidh mar an Rirs,

Agus a Beol ar dbath na ccaor ;
Do bbi acneis mar am blath

Sa leaca bhan mar an Aol.

Ar dbath an oir do bbi a Folt,
Mar realt acir arofg do bhi;

Sa Pbhadruig da ffeiceadh a dreach
Do bbearfa do Shearc don mbnaoi !

Druideas Fin aigiarradh Sgeil,
Air mbnaoi Sheimbh na ccuach n'oir ;
Is dubbairt, a Riiguin na ngruaidgh ngil,
An bbfaca tu mo choin fa toir ?

An do [heily ni'l mo fpéis,
I ni fhacaidh mé do dbha choin ;
A Ri na Feine gan Tir,

As meafa leam fath mo ghoil.

An é do cheile fuair bas,
A bbean bblaith, no do mbhac ?

No cia he an neach fa bhfuil do chaoi *
Ainnir mbhin as aille dreach.

No cadas fa bhuil do bbrén ?
Ainnir og na mbos min,
No an feidir Pfurtacht (ar Finn)

As dubbach licm thu bbeith mar chim.
Q
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Fail oir do bhi fo me ghlaic,

Do raidh ainnir na mbos reidb ;
Do thuit uaim an fa tfreabb,

Sin adbbbar me bbeith abpein.

As geafa nar fhuiling Laoch

Chuirim do cheann fa a Ri na Ifan ;
Mar dtugair m’fainne caoin ar ais

Do huit le beas na fruth *n’didn.

Cur na ngeas ni’r fhuiling Finn,
Tra bbain Eadach da chneis chaoimb 3
Go ndeacha 6 bruach an Locha fbndmb ;
Le furail mna va mbos reidhi -

Do chuartaigh an Loch fo chuig,
Snior fhaig ann cluid no cearn,
Go bhfuair an fainne cavin gr ais,

Do huit o Rioguin na ngruaidh ndearg.

Tra fuair Fin an Fainne caqin,
Ni rain ::g, leis athabbairt go h‘#ﬂfﬁ:
An tra do rinneadbh Secansir liath,
Do Ri na bhian gé tagim truagh.

Do bbimairne Fiana Finn,

An Almbain [blim, na [fluagh [eimb,
Ag imirt ar efinlaigh, ag él,

A cloiftean ceail, fo bronnadh féad!

Eirghios
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Eirghios Cavilte ameafg chdich,
As diafraigh os drd do gach Fear,
An bbfaca fibbh mac<Cubbail fheil

Abbuidbean feimb na fleagh feang.

Deirghe Conan-mac-Morna,
Sni chuala riambh ceol dob' acibbne,

Ma ata Finn ar iarraidgh,
Go raibh ambliadbna a chavilte.

Mac Cubbaill, ma theaffaigh wait,
Abbagiite chruaidh na ccos ccaoil
Gabhaim chugam do laimb, -
Os ceann chaich abbeith mo Ri.

Do bbimairne an Fhian fa bbrin,

&e.

Fa cheann ar floigh do bbeith da’r’v’dith ;

No gur mbadith eruinn gion ghdir,

As dbuinne b'adbbbar bheith a caoi.

Gluaiftear linn as Almbain amach,
Buidhean chalma na ccath cruadb ;
Andeigh adbé choin agus Finn,

Triur grinn le am bearthaidbe buadb.

Bhi mife is Caoilte air ttuis,

San Fhian uile go dluth *nar ndail ;
Go fliabh Guilinn o buaigh,

Mar a rugamar buadh ar chich.

Q2

Ambarc
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Ambarc beg da dugamar uainn,

Andeigh na ruag, céad chi an Fhian,
Ar bbruach an Locha fa bbrén,
Ach Seancir Mir, agus e crien?

Do chuadbmar nile na dbail,

Is chuireadh fé griin ar gach fear ;
Cnamba loma do bbi crion,

Ar air ceileambh gnaoi agus gean.

Do mbear/amarne gur dith Bi,

Do thug ar an Laoch a bheith gan chruth

No gur an iafgaire do bbi Je,
Thainig accein an *fa ¢ Sruith.

Fiafraighim do'nfhear chrion [géul,
- An bbfaca tu lsech an-ghoil,
It iad roimbhe ar fesil,
Eilid og, is dba choin ¥

Nior raidh Finn ar bbhaghail na fgeul,
Gurab e fein Ri na Ifan ;
~ No gur leig le Cavilte arin,
An fear ar lith ’fdo bbi dian.

Tra daithnamairne, an fin,
Gurab e Finn fein do bhi ann,
Do leigeamar tri gartha go bruid,
Do chuiread Buic as gach gleann.

OF

a

2

Deirghe
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Deirghe Conan mael go garg,
Sdo nocht acholg go dian,
Do mballaigh fe go beacht d' Fhinn

Is mballaigh fo feacht don Fhein.

Da mbeith fhios agam gur lu Finn,
Do bhaimfinn an fean chionn liath fin diet,

Os té nar mboidh anois, no riamb,

Mo ghoil ariamb, no mo ghniomb.

'Se mo aon-locht air do chruith,
Gan an Fhian uile do bbeith martair ;
Go ’n’deargain orra mo ghaith is mo Lann,
'Sge ttigidh liom bbur leactht is bhur la,

Eirghios Ofcar, fear fa teann,

~ Sguir dod chaint ni fa mé,

A Chonain mbaoil ata gan chéill,
Nach rug beim anaghaidh gleoidh.

Mar am biadh olcas até Finn

As gur dubbach liom e bheith mur taii ;
A Chonain mbaoil ata gan cheill,

Bbrisfinn do bbéal go di an [maois.

117
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As beag mo [peis an do ghlir,
Ambic Qifin, ba mor baois ;
'Snach raibh do neart an Fbionn fein,

Ach acagnomh ambeir go di an Smavis.

O'n la far torchradh Cubball na ccliar,
Le Mac-Moirne na Sgiath n’oir ;
Ta fibh o fhoin aig ar *n’dibirt ;
'Sa Maircan d'inne ni da bhur 'n’ deoin.

’A': finng fein do niodh an gniemb,
As ni fibhfe clanna Baoifgne bog 3

Beidh do mbac Oifin ad dhiaigh,
Ag iomchar leabbar bin agus clog.

Ach [feuirmuid dar nglor fann,
¢ O nach caint do dhearbhas ach gniomb ;”

E feacham andis a lathair chadich,
Neart ar lamh as ar fhoch.

Do thug Ofcar fitheadh prap,
Is do theith Conan ameafg chaich ;
Do ghlac Comairce ag an bbfein,

Fuafyailt do as pein bbais.

D’cirghidear an Fhian, go garg,
Do chofg Ofcair nan arm ’n’aigh ;
Idir mo mbhac agus Conan Maol

Gur cheangladar fith agus Pairt.
Fiafraigheas
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Fiafraigheas Casilte an dara féacht,

Do mbac-Cubbaill nar chleacht tér,
Cia baca ds thuathaibh de

Abbeir do ghné ariocht mar ati ?

Inghean Gluilinn, do raidbh Fimn,
Geafa mo cheann gur chuir si,
Dhol do fndmb ar an Lock

Ag iarraidbh an fhainne do far le.

Nar thigeamavid’ne flén on ecnoc,
Do raidh Conan nar bholc mein,
Go niocfaidh Guillin gan mboill,
Mar a ccuirfidh fi Fionn ing chruth fein.

D'cirghe an fhian anoir fa niér,

'Sdo chuireamar ar fgiathe faoi go deas ;
Go fliabh Guilinn o buaidh,

Go rugamar Fionn ar ghuaillibh fear.

Ar feadh chuig nacidhche, ar feadh ccuig 1,
A tochailt an chnuic, gan tlis dar fluagh,
Ne go dtainig chugainn, do phreib,

Guilleann amach as an uaimb.

Cuach chearnach do bbi lin,
Se bhi i laimbh Ghuilinn coir,
Do mhac Cubbaill na lann ngéar,
Gur thoirbbir si an tofgar éir.

119
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Ar 6l dighe dbé as an ccorn,

Is é na luighe ar fbéd go fann ;
Gur fhas na chruth, is na ghné,

Righ na Feine, *fna’n’cach feang. (r)

Oifin concludes his relation with an acccount of the extravagant
joy of the Fenii, on their beholding Fin reftored to his priftine

form.

But to return from this excurfion to the fairy ficlds of poefy:
It is obferved by the elegant Percy, ‘ that after Letters began to
prevail, and Hiftory afflumed a more ftable form, by being committed
to plain fimple profe; the fongs of the Scalds or Bards began to be
more amufing than ufeful. And in proportion as it became their
bufinefs chiefly to entertain and delight, they gave more and more
‘nto embellithment, and fet off their recitals with fuch marvellous
fiGtions, as were calculated to captivate grofs and ignorant minds (s).”
This, we find, was precifely the cafe in Ireland at the period now

before us. For verfe ceafed to be ufed in our hiftorical writings
about the 12th or 13th century, and confequently it was no longer

{fubfervient to truth.

(r) Tn page 57 of the Appendix, (note e,) I have given an epitome of this epifode. This poem
was certainly * framed to the harp :” it is in the common ballad-meafure, and fung at this day by our

Fin-Sgealaighthe.
(s) E[fay on anc, metric, Romances, Keliques. v, 2.

We
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We have faid that Mufic flourithed in Ireland during the Middle
Ages (t). In -fupport of this aflertion, a cloud of authorities could
be adduced ; but we wil make a few fuffice. John de Fordun, a
Scottith Prieft, who was fent over to this kingdom in the 14th cen-
tury to colle& materials for an Hiftory of Scotland (u), exprefsly fays,
that Ireland was the fountain of mufic in his time, whence it then
began to flow into Scotland and Wales. John Major, in his panegy-
ricon James I. of Scotland, calls that Prince another Orpheus, who
touched the Harp more exquifitely than either the Highlanders, or

(t). While mufic and poetry were flourithing in Ireland, indelicate Ballads fet to rude mulic,
were the delight of the Nobility and Gentry of England. John Baldwin, in The Canticler or Balades
of Solomon, phrafely declared im Englifh metre, publilhed A. D. 1549, thus concludes his addrefs
to the reader, ** Would God that fuch Songes might ence drive out of office the baudy balades
“ of lecherous love, that commonly are indited and fung of idle courtyers in princes and noblemens
“ houfes,” Vide Ames Typ, ant. v. 1. p» §52. fec allo p. 636 and 666. This depravity of

tafte, which Mr. Baldwin fo coarfely reprobates, muft have been gradually ftealing on his coun-
trymen, Henry Lawes, (if we may take a Poer's word for it), was the firlt improver of the fecular

mufic of the Englifh, MiLTow’s elegant Sonnet to this favourite mufician, begins thus -

Harry, whofe tuneful and well-meafur'd fong
Firft taught our Englilh mufic how to {pan
Words with jult note and accent, not to {can

With Midas ears, commituing fhort and long, &c.

So much for the Secular Mufic of the Englifh,=~=Now we will turn for 2 moment to their Church
Mufic, which we fhall find in a very imple, unimproved {tate. In The Booke of common praier, noted,
publithed by John Marbecke, A. D. 1550, which contains {fo much of the Common Prayer, as is
to be fung in Churches, but three or four forts of notes are

ufed, viz. The whole is filled with chanting notes on four ﬂ
red lines only. lbid. p. 531

But their knowledge of harmony quickly encreafed ; for in the year 1563 was printed The wwlole
Plalmes in foure parts, which may be fung to all mufical infiruments. Yet their tafte did not refine
in proportion as their praétical kill encreafed : For Prinn in his Hiffric-maflix, publithed in 1663,
calls the Church Mufic of his day the bleating of brute Beafis. '
(u) OCoxonr,

. the
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the Irifb, who were the moff eminent Harpers then known (w). Such are
the praifes of men who never difcovered an inclination to flatter
[reland. Let us now hear our countryman John Clynn, the Annalift,
who in extolling the merits of O’Carrol, the Harper, and his pupils,
not only fhews the flourithing ftate of mufic in this kingdom at the
time he wrote (A. D. 1340), but gives us ground to believe the ex-
iftence of a School of Harpers.—* Camum O’Carvill, famofum fuiffe
“ Tympaniftam & Cythariftam, in arte fud Pheenicem; ea pollens
“ prerogativa & virtute cum aliis Tympaniftis, difcipulis ejus, cir-
“ citer viginti; qui etfi non fuerit artis mufice chordalis primus

“ inventor, omnium tamen pradecefforum & prazcedentium ipfe ac
“ contemporaneorum Corrector, Dodtor et Diretor extitit,”

On this paflage a learned friend favoured me with the following
obfervations :

1. That this O'Carrol, like Carolan of more modern days, was,
allowed to be the firft mufical performer of his age.

2. His abilities were difplayed on two inftruments, the Tympanum
and the Harp. This feems the obvious meaning; and yet what great

execution could be expeéted on the Tabour, fo as to merit fo high an
eulogium (x)? Even if he played on Tabours of different fizes, of

(w) Le Comte de Hoonexskr fpeake thus of the praflical knowledge of the Irifh Harpers at
a late day ;~=** Les Irlandois font entre tous les peuples ceux gui paffent pour jouer le mieux de cet
*“ inftrumene,” (the Harp).—L'art, Harp: en |’ Encyclop,

(x) Mr. PenranTt, fpeaking of the Wellh Muficians, fays, thar the Tabourers were reckoned
among the ignoble performers, Tour in Wales, v. 1. p. 440. In this light they feem to have been,
and to be, univerfally held. Sawpxs, in his account of the Egzyprian Moores, fays, that * the
beggars by finging, both get relief, and comfort their poverty ; playing withal upon drums, which are
fathioned like fives.” Travails. p. 85. Thefe drums, from their form, feem to have been tam-
bourines ; but our traveller knew not how to name them.~~Amongft the Conrinental Peafants, the
Pipe and Tabour arc the favourite inftruments, and are confined to that happy clafs of people.

which
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THE

which we have no intimation, the-merit muft come fhort of the
praife. I am therefore inclined to think

3. That by Tympanifta, Clynn would underftand—a mafter of
mufic, or the perfon who beats time with a baton, which in Latin

could not be more concifely expreffed than by Tympanifta, the baton
and the board making a drumming noife. |

4. 'This interpretation is fupported by Gloflographers, (fee Du
Cange, voc. Tympanum and Medius ;) and by the context, where

we find though his twenty fcholars were Tympanifts, that is, mafters
of the fcience, yet they were his inferiors : he excelled his predecef-

fors and contemporaries in touching the mufical chords. - He does not

rfay thofe fcholars were Harpers, for that they were in perfection;
they were more, they were Compofers and Mafters of mufic, or

T'ympanifts.

g. The mentioning the number of his difciples, calls to mind the
Welth School of Bards, in Pennants’ Wales. There the Teachers
.nd Students are accurately diftinguithed, and feem to confirm what

is advanced (y).

Of poor O’Carrol and his pupils the fate was melancholy. We are

informed by our Annalift, that they, together with their patron, Lord
Bellingham, were cruelly maffacred by an armed multitude, which

rofe to oppofe the oppreflive meafures of the Nobles.

While mufic was flourifhing in Ireland, its profeflors, we may {up-
pofe, were honoured and refpeéted. This appears to have been the

(v) Towr in Wales, v. 1. P. 441.
R 2 cafle
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cafe from a paffage in L’'HisToire BT CroNiQuE de Froiffart (z).
As the paflage is extremely curious, we fhall give it unabridged, and
in the Hiftorian’s own fimple dition. Richard Seury, an ancient
Knight who had accompanied Richard II. to Ireland, and was fent
by that Prince to ftudy the cuftoms and manners of the four Irifh
Kings who had fubmitted to him, informed Froiffart, that ¢ Quand
*“ ces Roys eftoyent afis 4 la table, & feruis du premiér mets, ils fai-
“ {oyent feoir deuant eux leurs MENESTRIERS et leurs prochains
““ varlets, et manger a leur efcuelle, & boire i leurs hanaps : & me

*“ difoyent que bel eftoit I’ ufage du pais, & qu’ en toutes chofes,
“ referué le Li&, ils eftoyent tous communs. Ie leur fouffri tout ce
faire trois iours: & (continues the hoary Knight) au quatriéme ic fei
ordonner tables, & courrir en la falle, ainfi comme il appartenoit
& fei les quatre Roys feoir 3 haute table, & les MENEsSTRIERS &
*“ une table (a), bien enfus d’ eux, & les varlets d’ autre part : dont
* <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>