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PREFACE.

To the Jill.dﬂntlge and to the diserédit ‘of freland,
literature has heretofore been but little cultivated or en-

nnur;ﬁ-ed by her inbabitants. To the disadvantage, because
mental culture is one of ‘the most effectnal agents in the

ivilization and moral raﬁenmﬂun of any people:
. ———Ingenuns didicisse fideliter -!-!I! =

Emollit mores, nec sinit esse feros. Uvip.

To the discredit, because a neglect of the arts, scienc
literature, betrays an absence of those noble, intellee
aspirations which mainly distinguish man from the lower
orders of creation. These positions are incontrovertible,
and therefore, any elaborate support of them avould be
superflnous. |

l:eshall now briefly advert to the past and present stale
of that branch of literature to which the following work
appertains.
he prospect in this case is far from cheering. - While
in Great Britain, every county, and many baronies,  pas
rislies, cities, towns, villages, and even private houses,®,
have had their historians and antiquaries, little, in
has been done in Ircland. With the exception of SMITH'S
histories of Cork, Waterford, and Kerry, published in
the last century, and others * few and far between,” the
local records of the country yet remain to be collected, its
ancient structures are yet to be visited, explored, and

accurately _pourtra,yu:d:r It is not difficult to account for
the immediate cause of this circumstance: public nupgnrt

has not been forthcoming; and even now, the atten
difficulties are such as would, perbaps, deter most persons

from the pursuit: in fact, no small share of enthusiasm
isnecessary to carrya work on antiquities, (or indeed on any
other subject), in Ireland, to a successful conclusion. The
example of our English and Scotch fellow subjects,
however, was striking ; the deficiency existed ; and the
author, feeling an interest in his native county, resolved at

all hazards, to collect its history and survey its antiqui-
ties. The present volume is the result of his determination.
Knowing that in too many instances writers have been

led into gross blunders by improperly attempting to des-

* The following are & few of these works, with the prices marked in the hﬂhll!lr'l/:

ﬁm:h Hist. of Dometshire, 2nd adit. 4 vols {ol. Price S0L O, (.

Doctor Robart Plot's Natural History of Staffordshire 2/, 100, 0d. /
tory and Antiquities of the eounty of Rotland 1L 13+, 0d. |

Wricht's Hix

Dr. qu;h'- Natural History and Antiquities of Laneashire 1. 0Od.

Bir Peter Leyoester's Historieal Antigoities of Chesterd 15a. o i | o
Allen's H of Lambath, %vo, 1L 152 Od. \

Faulkner's H of Chelsea, 2 vols. Svo. new edit. 2L 2. .
Hist. and Antiquities of Hengrave-hall, in the county of Suffolk. by John Gage, Eaq, F.EA.

T The low piu of 134. 64 15 placed oathe preseal History and atiquitiesof the coonty

of Carlow and its accompanying ma ?rﬂ]r:lnnﬂlnhr enabla individaals of all clarsep
to procure copies. The nrnr.rh Furﬂ*' airly said to contamn as much matter as woal |

form two optavos, printed in the manner pow gemeral with new publications.
'Jlﬁwhﬁﬂm lnLlJu Royal Dn.hlnltu m.:’ sre chiefly Ir[ﬂllillrll!
tionaries, must h.'m.ﬂlr brief ug‘mh ﬁhﬂﬂﬂ distriet. = - l

: buf one




cribe places and structures which they had never seen, *
the author resolved on visiting every ancient place, or
building, in  the district to which his work relates, He
has, accordingly, traversed the shire from north to south,
and from east to west; from Rathvilly to St. Mullins,
and from Old Leighlin to- Hacketstown have been atten-
tively explored ; and if he has failed in obtaining compre-
hensive information on the present state of the antiquities
of the county of Carlow, it has not been from deficiency
in physical exertion. Like Sir WALTER ScoTT, (in his
rambles through the border country, when collecting mat-
ter for his exquisite works), the author adopted the pedes-
trian mode in his ‘survey; by far the best where minute
Inquiry is the object ; though he cannot say, that he has
often walked thirty (Scotch) miles aday, as Sir Walter is
stated by one of his biographers to have frequently per-
formed.+ Such, in short, was the ardour of the author's
search for information, that the humorous lines applied by
BURNS to the facetious antiquary Captain GROSE, might
with equal justice have been applied to him. A mass of
matter, however, has by this means been collected, re-
lating not merely to the ancient structuares, but to most of
the time-honoured barial-grounds of the county.
Regarding literary information, the most approved ori-
ginal wnrks'inve been consulted ; manuscripts have been

inspected ; the public records have been searched ; and
application has been made to every accessible source. As
re to one aathority, KEATING, a word or two is ne-

| . The precise degree of credit due to him, it is
difficult to ascertain. O’Reillystyles him neither more nor
less than the ¢ Herodotus of Ireland,” while Sir Ri-
CHARD Cox says, ““as for the histories that treat of the
times before the English conquest, Doctor KEATING S
is the best ;’ but an important qualification of this opinion
follows: “ itis after nﬂ," says Cox, “but an ill-digested
heap of very silly fictions.”

B Who shall decide when doctors disagree ?

Certainly, we, ourselves, have detected very serious flaws in
KEATING'S chronology, and there is assuredly, a want of
verisimilitude in many of his statements : but we conceive,
that we should not be justified in altogether rejecting
him as an authority ; which would, besides, be at variance
with the practice of several modern writers of judgment.

* Instances could be multiplied, but the following may be taken as a sample. Deserib.
ing the colamn #rected on the scene of the battle of the oyne, alate writer says: ** There

are inscriptions in English on the foar sides of it, stating the purposes for which it waas
erected, underneath one of which isa Latin inseription, mentioning that the first stone was
laid in 1736," &o.— Tha Northern Towrist, By P. D, Haordy, Evg. M.R.LA. p.17. Nowwhai
12 the fact 7 There is duf one inscription on the obelisk (as we can mmiwmm persnnal
observation), and that is 1n English, stating the poriod of erection, &e. e fear the tou

rist would place buot little relinnce on a guide, who, so early in the excursion, betrays
his incorrectness and incompetency.

The author has had far more pleasure in his exanmions on foot, (which have not been

confined tr. Ireland,) than he ever enjoyed with either coach. E'E; jaunting-car, bomeback,
or any other of the artificial rlm:lﬂmgi locomotion.
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The . fact seems to be, that his history of Ireland is a
compound of truth and error; from which the latter should,

if possible, be cautiously winnowed, while the grains of
valuable historical fact should be as carefully prescrved.
Regarding the result of his applications to individuals
for local information, the author cannot complain. While
he certainly is not enabled to say that success was inva-
riable, or that intelligence was, in alldinstances, freely
wommunicated, he is, assuredly, not compelled to makea
report so unfavourable as that of Mr. Dutton, author of
the Survey of the county of Clare, who thus writes in the
preface to that work: * Elmi I,” he says, “ not considered
myself bound to fulfil my promise to the Dublin Society,
this survey of the county of Clare would never have
been nfuhliaheﬁ; that ungracious illiberal silence, with
regard both to the hundreds of letters [ wrote, and to the
reiterated verbal applications I made, (and which to the
disgrace of Ireland, is complained of in almost every
survey that has been published), would otherwise have
u me, at an eaﬂ{ period, to decline all further pro-
gress. Some, to whom I applied, (whose rank in life
should have placed them above such gross ignorance),
asked me what a survey was, what it was about, &ec.; and
some, very wittily, wished to know, wasit to take anaccount
of all the pigs in Ennis and Killaloe, with a multitude of
other HIHI.I'E: equally s?u'gihinuln_mi liberal,”—The au-
thor of the present work, unquestionably, did not, in all
cases, meetan enlightened disposition to afford useful or
interesting information ; but, to the credit of his native
county, he can with truth assert, that in no instance did
he encounter barbarism such as that related by Mr. Dut-
ton, Let us hope that the day will speedily arrive, when
the gentry of Ireland, universally, will duly appreciate
« the advantages of mental cultivation, and the benefits

arising from the diffusion of useful literature.
The history concludes at the year 1800, for the follow-

ing reasons: firstly, it is usual to close every work of the
kind at some well-defined era; and secondly, the present
eeneration must be perfectly acquainted with the transac-
tions of ghe last thirty years. The chief and important
feature in the history of our county since the Union, we
will, however, mention. It consists of a recent effort on
the part of the Romish priests and the agitators to destroy
the ancient and salutary influence of the gentry over their
tenantry, and to usurp the power of returning the county
members to parliament. In this latter, they completely
succeeded at the general election of 1831; and they have
since maintained their unjust and pernicious ascendancy
A detail of the causes which ensured their first successand
subsequent supremacy, is needless, and would occupy
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more space than could be well afforded in this place. It
will suffice to observe, thatthe gentry themselves, are not
altogether blameless in the affair. This, in the spirit of
true friends, we think.it our duty to state.

The author avows himself attached to Tory, Conser-
vative, and Protestant principles, but he can’ safely say,
that truth and impartiality have been closely studied in
the following work. He was not ignorant of Cicero’s
rules for the historian; the first of which be declares to be,
not to state any thing false, and the second, to dare to
publish the truth* The author trusts, that his adherence
to these laws is obvious in the following pages. Amicus
Plato, amicus Socrates, sed magis amiva veritas.

Itis worthy of remark, that several of the ancient families
connected with our county, whe formerly were by no means
distinguished for their loyaity to the throne, are now among

its firmest supporters, Itis furthera striking circumstance,
that so long as the members of these families remained

Romanists, so long did they continue disposed to rebellion,
butfrom the time of their adoption of the reformed religion,

their political conduct has been that of good subjects, it
has been steady, correct, and unimpeachable.

To the various gentlemen who contributed information
to the work, the author returns his best thanks. The
DEAN of S, PATRICK'S, WiLL1AM HARTY, Esq.. M.D,,
the Rev. H. Kinesmiry, F.T.C.D., SAMUEL LiTTON,
Esq., M.D., and W. Suaw Mason, Esq., are entitled to
his parﬁcnlnr-mknmﬂod‘gmams, for facilities afforded by
them to the collection of valuable historical matter.

In imitation of the plan adopted by the Rev. Mr. Gor-
don and Dr. O’Halloran, in the pnbﬁuatinn of their his-
tories of Ireland, subscribers names were received : and

the author has to express his thanks to the noblemen and
gentlemen who thus promoted the work, and thereby fos-
tered the growth of literature in this much neglected land.,

That imperfections do not exist in the following work,
the author is not so presumptuous as to suppose. The

defective state of our public records, and the occasional
difficulty of access to those which exist, will be remem-

bered ; while the circumscribed limits of the county (the
smallest in Ireland excepting Louth) will not be forgotten.
And should the number, beauty, or interest of the ancient
works of art, be found not equal to that of some ef the
neighbouring counties, the author confidently trusts, that
for such circumstance he will not be censnred. Nor will
the reader be so unreasonable as to expect matter foreign
to the nature of the work, though, possibly, more absorb-
g, or exciting, in its specific propertics.

Dublin, 12th July, 1833. J. R.
® De Orat. Lib, 2. cap. 15
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THE e

HISTORY AND ANTIQUITIES

COUNTY OF CARLOW.

CHAPTER L

Gﬂg‘!.'d'pa’:im! Sketch of the Countly of Carlow.
PREVIOUSLY to entering upon a detail of the history aud
antiquities of gﬂ county, it will be advisable to state its situation,
boundaries, t and divisions. No great space will be required

for this purpose. RER
The county of Carlow, formerly termed Catherlogh, is situate
in the kingdom of Ireland, and province of Leinster. It is twenty-

six Irish miles in length, from north to south, and twenty-three
breadth from east to west. It is bounded on the north and north-

west by the Queen's county and the county of E.tldua,
by the counties of Wicklow and Wexford. The number of baronies [
ia the county, is six, viz,: Carlow, Forth, Idrone East, Idrone .
West, Rathvilly and Saint Mullins. The quantity of acres n

each, according to a survey made in 1789, is as follows :

Arable ncres. Mountain and bog.

| Barony of Carlow 18,487 fdon
L Forth i H El.ﬂ'ﬂl I‘Eﬂ
Aol 20 i
n of dimba
7 2st. Mulline Awtc 16, : 3171
ol ary . i,,._&-,.-;- T jrer—— ———
| » S (A TYT 12,217

: | 123,516 .
135,733.

Making a total of 135,733 acres in the whole county, or about
346 English square miles. The baronies are further divided into
ishes (all in the diocese of Leighlin), of which the civi/ distri-
ﬁ:l;;n is as follows: .
1. CARLOW BARONT ;

Ballynacarrig, Killen - Clody, (part of)
Kernanstown, Hrgll.n.,g’ m |
Painstown rangeforth, :
Berlow, £ .n* Clonmulsh, :

! ; ._ B .
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Observations.—The ecclesiastical parish of Ballycrogue appears
to be only a townland in Ballynacarrig parish, forming part of the
union of Staplestown. Kernanstown, for baromal purposes, is
considered a separate parish; buot according to the ecclesiastical
divisions, it appertains to Carlow parish, e:capﬁlag the bog of Ker-
nanstown, which belongs to Urglin panish. The remainder of
Painstown parish is in the of Kilkea and Moone, county
Kildare. e town of Carlow is in the parish of that name.
The ecclesiastical parich of Aghade is only now known to existas
a townland in Ardristin parish, which is in Rathvilly barony, but
for civil purposes is considered to be m Killeng parish.—The re-
mainder of Clody alias Cloydah parish is in the barony of ldrone
West. Thumagurna is called in the ecclesiastical returns, Tullow-

maghymabh,
Y1, FORTH BARONY
s 3
W;;-na remainder of Barragh parish is in the

barony of Saint Mullins. A part of Newtownbarry, formerly called
Huncl?::d]r village, is in Barragh parish. The remainder of the
village is in Newtownbarry parish, in the county of Wexford.—
The village of Myshall is in the parish of that name. Three town-
Jands of this parish are in the barony of Idrone East, and are in-
cluded in Fenagh parish. The village of Ballon is in the parish of
that name. The parish of Pubbledrum, according to the ecclesi-
astical arrangements, is considered as belonging to the parish of
Barragh. Bendenstown is called in the ecclesiastical returns Gal-
bertstown.

U1, TDRONE EAST BARONY :

’ : Nurpey and Augba (part of)
Kiltennell, Fenagh, (part of) 5
Clonagoose,  Lorum.

Dunleckny,

~ Ballyellen, (part of)

Observations.—A part of the town of Bagenalstown is in Dun-
leckny parish. The remainder of Ballyellen parish is in Saint
Mullens barony, The remainder of Fenagh parish is in the half
barony of Shillelagh, county of Wicklow.

IV:. IDRONE WEST BARONY -

' Killsnane, Tullowerine,
Wells, Clody, (part of)
' Old Leighlin,
Y. RATHVYILLY BAROXY :
Rathvill Hacketstown, (part of) Benekery
v e Ardristin, Rahill and Broghillstown.

Tankardstown, Clonmore,
T“lWlHIim- Haroldstown.

Observations.—The town of Rathvilly is in the parish of that
name, The townland of Ladytown, though surrounded by this parish,
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belongs to the parish of Baltinglass, in the barony of Upper Talbots:
town and county of Wicklow, Thlaunhu'u:ﬂ;l of ﬂtﬂh:
only to be a townland in Rathmore parish, according to the-
:fvmm of the county. Tankardstown and Tullowphelim parish
appear to constitute the ecelesiastical parish of Tullow. The town
of Tullow is in the parish of Tullowphelim. The town of Huck-
etstown is in the parish of that name; the remainder of the pari
hinlhﬂhrﬂjnfﬂaﬂgmnrmdcmtgnfﬁ'icﬂnm The towns
land of Ballyshane in Clonmore parish, is, according to the eccle-
siastical divisions, considered to helouglnﬂryﬁmdpnhh, in
county of Wicklow. In Haroldstown is the village C«inunthh
Benkery is not noticed in the ecelesiastical returns ; one half of it

pays tithe to the incumbent of Ballynacarnig arish, and the othes
to the incumbent of Urglin parish ; this parish, though situated in.
the centre of Carlow barony, is designated in the ald county map,
as belonging to Rathvilly barony. | N
Ve BAINT MULLINA DARONT I."_._'ﬁ
Moyaeemb, (part of) Ballyellen (part of), by

. i 3
S (@), el ¥

Observations.—In this of Moyacomb parish is the |
of Clonegal. ﬂﬂ‘iﬂﬂnﬁnf the parish, rhl:nh,.h the ecc 2
siastical returns, is called Clonegal, from the church being situated
in that town, is inthe counties of TWa:t'md and 'i:;i-ulilw.mjﬂ-
davin village isin Barragh parish. The remainder of Saint ins
parish, containing four townlands, is in the
The remainder of Ballyellen parish 1s in Idrone East
remainder of Ullard parish is in the barony of Gowran,
of Kilkeany.* |

The ecclesiastical divisions of the diocese of Leighlm (includi
the entire county of Carlow) are as follows. . Subjoined to
parish is an initial indicative of its denomination, and figures
specify the number of livings.

L
o

1. Wells, ; R. 9. 'I;.t:llllnrm-tﬂmlh,g t
Ballynochen. § chap. ycrogue,
2. Nurrey, R. Ball i Imp. C.
3. Killinane, R. 18, OldLeighlin, ? R,
4. Shrule P. &R, Tullowerine. § Imp. C.
S R. 11. Se Kill, R.
Elmnh V. 12, Powerstown. R. & V.
Painstown. Y Imp. C. 13. Lorum. V.
5. Clonmore, Re 'Eil'yﬁuﬂ;'. Y.
6. Tecolme, V. yellen. § R.
7. Ullard, gl-t. 4. Grange Silv, R.
Graigue. R. 15. Kiltennel 2 V.
8. Aghold, R. Clonagoose § V.
ullinacuffe, { Imp. C. 16, Kilmacahill, V.
ﬂqﬂiﬂ]‘ lm'F- C.. -
Liscoleman, YImp. C. .
. * Returns under Pop. Act.—I cannot here avoid no a list of parishes
given in * The T'm "-‘f"L which nething

's new Guide through
<an be more incorrect, _
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36. Ballinure. R. ’
a?.. Hl'hﬁn"ﬂ n; £
Mﬂiﬂrﬁj R.
Straboe, R.
Rahill. Imp. C.
38. Moyne, P. C.
39, Stratford-on-Slaney, P. C,
40, Corclone, 7 R.

The towns and of the county are: Carlow, Tullow,
Hacketstown, Leighlin-bridge, Bagenalstown, Borris, CI s
Myshal, Nurney, Rathvilly, Fenagh, Ballon, Palatinetown, Kil-
davin, Old Leighlin, C Tinnehinch, and St. Mullins.

1135 E;mt‘gl rivers are the Barrow and Slaney. The furm:,

y the ancients- Bergus, Bri or Bargus, rises in the
gmhlmnhinnfhiﬂs,inlﬁa ueen’'s , and passing
through Portarlington, Monastereven, Athy, Carlow, Leighlin-
bridge, and Graiguenemanagh, forms a junction with the Nore
near New Ross. It is navigable for a distance of forty-three miles,
commencing at Monastereven. To dilate on the beauties or ad-
Tﬂntag*esmigthia noble river were needless. More than three cen-
turies since, it was thus noticed by SPENSER: -

. The first the gentle Shure, that making way,
B{ sweet Clonmel, adorns rich Waterford ;
The next, the stubborn Newre, whose waters
%\; fair Kilkenny, and Ross-pont bound,
¢ third the goodly Barrow.

The Slaney is the Modonus of Ptolomy the geo%-apher, and was
also formerly called the Slaneor Urrin ; its name of Slane or Slaney

being derived, according to Keating, from Slany, king of Leinster.
It enters the county two miles north of Rathvilly, and leaves it at
Newtownbarry, after a course of about seventeen miles. The

* Eecles, Reg,
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Slaney is navigable from Enniscorthy to Wexford, a distance of
thirteen miles, There is no lake in this district. :

In general appearance, the county rather inclines to the level
and pleasing, than to the mountainous or romantic ; & course of
elevated ground, however, runs through part of its centre, while
Mount Leinster and the Black Stairs; the southern boundaries of
the county, are mountains of considerable beight, The western
division has a hill called the ridge of Old Leighlin.

The county of Carlow forms what was anciently the territories
and Hy Drone, being the northern part of the

i Kinselagh. When the district became shire
ground, the old denominations fell into desuetude, with
the divisions indicated hLﬂIEIII. The population of |
was stated in 1795 to be 44,000 in 1814, it was 69,566 ; in 1821,
it amounted to 78,952 ; while by the return of 1831, the number
of persons had increased to 81,649.%

CHAP. 11,

Hy Cabanagh and Hy Drone anterior to the English Invasion 8
of the Twelfth Century. 8

Tae ancient history of Ireland bas been the subject of much
controversy. One class of writers has ventured boldly to present us
with the annals of the country from a period as early as the year
of the world, one thousand nine hundred and seventy-eight, or
about two thousand years before the birth of Christ; while others |, .
maintain, that little credence is to be attached to the historic an-
nals of Ireland until the arrival of St. Patrick, in the fith century
of the christian era. The former, or Irish party, tell us, that in
the year A. M. 1978, Partholanus, anative of Greece, settledin
this island, of which he and his followers kept possession three
hundred years, when they were visited by a plague, which destroyed
the whole colony. Ireland is then said to have remained destitute
of inhabitants thirty years, till A. M. 2308, when Nemedius,
descended from a brother of Partholanus, arrived. In 2540, we
are told, the island was visited by a people called Tuatha de Danans,
who maintained their sway in it for the epace of ove bundred and
ninety-seven years, when the Milesians landed. These latter em-
barked at Galicia, (A.M. 2737), in thirty ships, for Ireland. We
are further informed, that of the race of Milesius, king of Spain,
Ireland had one hundred and eighteen monarchs to the timeof St

* Further statistical information may be found in the Appendix, Noul.—
The references to the Appendix in the following pages, will hm
Brewer, in s * Besutis of Ireland,” incorrecly siaten . popuiitin of
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Patrick, A.D. 432 ; while fifty-one ITE swayed the Irish sceptre
from the days of Laogaire, A.D. 428, to those of Roderick
O'Connor, last Milesian monarch of theisland.* On the ite
side, the hardy Ledwich, and others, have openly decl their
disbelief in, what they term, the monastic, fabulous I of
ancient Ireland ; they deny the high literary cultivation claimed for
this kingdom by the aforementioned authors, and even seem dis-
posed to maintain that the Frish, previously to their conversion to
christianity, were plunged in rude and savage ignorance, equally
devoid of learning and civilization. Truth, we think, may lie be-
tween. To enter upon an investigation of the matter, would
m more space than could well be spared in this work, and,
) , would be foreign to its express object. Suflice it to say,
that it appears to us, that there exists abundant testimony from
contemporary writers and others, (testimony credited by the acutest
antiquaries), to justify us in the conclusion, that ancient Ireland
had much of social cultivation and scholastic knowledge, though,
perhaps, not in the high degree represented. It is our immediate

urpose to detail such occurrences as relate to that part of the
tingdam whose history and auntiquities we have undertaken to

produce.
We have records of events and cireumstances, of a very early

date, relating to the district which forms the subject of this work.
But we should first premise, as tending to remove obscurity from
the subsequent narrative, that, on the death of Milesius, above
mentioned, the kingdom was divided between his sons Heber and
Heremon ; the former choosing the southern half, the latter; the
northern. Besides the two just mentioned, Milesius had sons named
as follows: Don, Aireach, Ambargin, Ir, Colpa, and Aranann;
all of whom joined Heber and Heremon in the iuvasion of Ireland,
and among whom and their descendants subdivisions of the country
took place. The kingdom was governed by four provincial kings,
while the chief monarch had Meath as his particular domain.
Within the provinces were petty princes, who exercised the rights
of sovereignty over their own immediate people ; subject, however.
" %o the control of the powers above them. In short, the feudal
system was that adopted and followed by the Irish. The crown
was elective ; but none were eligible except members of the royal
stock.—The course of events now claims our attention.

We find that in A. M. 2786, Conmaol, the son of Heber, by a
victorious engagement, obtained the crown, and governed the
kingdom ofuJreland thirty years. Continual warfare subsisted be-
tween him and the family of Heremon, against whom he fought
not less than twenty-five battles, with uniform success. Among
nine of the actions enumerated is to be found that of Lochlemn,
otherwise Leighlin.t ;

In order to the due comprehension of the facts and allusions to
be found in a work of this nature, it is indispensable that the reader

* ide Keating, O'Flaherty, &c. 4 Keating, Hist.Ir. p. 126, fol, eds
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should be reminded of all general revolutions or remarkable de-
from ancient custom. Some brief notice of all such cases
is necessary to illustrate the train of events. With this view, wa
ion, that it is stated, on the authority of the Psalter
of Cashel, that stone buildings were to be found in Ireland as early
. as A. M. 3150.% About a century afterwards, in 3261, fortifica-
tions were first constructed. These latter appear to have been the
origin of the raths, which subsequently became very numerous.
However early the knowledge of masonry may have been, we are
fully aware, that until a very recent iod, comparatively, itwas
applied solely to great military and ecclesiastical structures ; the
dwellings of private individuals being framed of wood.—Would
that we could say anything in eolution of that knotty subject, the
date and origin of the round towers of Ireland. Our satisfaction

these singular structures stood within our county till about twenty
sars since: when it fell, not before the devouring tooth of Time,

t under the devastating hand of man. :

In the vear of the world 3952, or fifty-two years prior to
the birth of Christ, the practice of burying the dead in graves was
first introduced into Ireland. Previously to the time of Eochmdh,
surnamed Aireamb, who in this ascended the throne of Ireland,
1ans ir dead with great heaps of stones or

anguage, signifies agrave, and was
prince, mn.ﬁ.i’hwm

A.D. 122, Cathaoir More, surnamed the Great, descended
Heremon, succeeded to the monarchy of Ireland. He be-
%anthﬂd his kingdom of Leinster to his son Rosa kige. From
inchadh Baiceada, one of the nine sons of the aforesaid Cathaoir,
descended the princely families of Mac Morrough Kavanagh, fre-
ently kings of Leinster, of O'Toole, some time monarchs of

t province, of Byrne, in Irish O'Broin, lords of Wicklow for
a considerable period; likewise from the same monarch sprung the
noble families of Cinsealagh, of Ryan, in Irish O’ Riain, and in
some chronicles of Ireland it is called O Maoilrian, of O'Dufly,
Murphy, and others.; Some further remarks on this subject, by
Doctor Keating, will be found in the Appendix. (2),

Con, called of the Hundred Battles, ascended the throne of
Ireland in the year 125, or as stated by others, 153. In his reign
was confirmed, or instituted, a division of the kingdom into two
parts. The kingdom of Leinster extended from Inbher Colpa, now
called heda, to the confluence of the Suir, Nore, and Barrow.

It isted of thirty-one territories, nine hundred and thirty towns
or ~and eleven thousand seven bundred and sixty plough-
palaces in Leinster, at the period, were those of
Naas. Keating (correcting Stanihurst) states

* O'Halloran. Hist. Ir. + Keating. p. 205. | Keating. p- 235,
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that Duva Slany, Deen-ree, or Dinrigh, was so called fronr Slany,
one of the kings of Leinster, and was situate on tham bank
of the Barrow, between Carlow and Leighlin; in which fortified
palace he resided and died.* We are not aware that any traces of
this structure now remain : however, this cannot affect the ﬂmdlhlhty

of its having once existed, as we know that of fortresses inhabited

in this county only two centuries since, not a vestige is now to be
seen. T'hat of Clonmullen (of which more anon) is an instance,—
It was perhaps at this period that the principality of Hy Kinselagh
was exactly defined ; of which Hy Cabanagh and Hy Drone formed
the northern portion.

The country was reduced to great misery in the two hundred
and thirteenth year of the christian era, by the scarcity ol provi-
eions, and other distressing circumstances. The people of Deicies,
suffering under these calamities, consulted the most eminent Druids
as to the future hopes of the land; stating, that should theu'pmi-_
pects here be gloomy, they would remove to a more propitious
region. The priests exhorted them to remain, and apply to Eana
Cinnsealach ﬁ'rr his daughter, Eithne, whose husband should prove
most favourable to the peuple of Deicies. Kapa granted their
request, and his daughter was allied, by the people of Deicies, ta
Aongus, son of the king of Munster. ﬂ.-l:ﬂIIEIdEI“Eth period after-
wards, Eneas and this lady Eithne were slain by the people of
Leinster in the battle of Ceallosnadh, four miles eastward of
Laithglin, or Leighlin.4+—We cannot avoid here deploring the
melancholy recurrence of scenes of strife and bloodshed, commo-
tion and contention, by which the Irish annals are ﬂlaﬁg‘urﬂﬂ

Niall, of the Nine Hostages, succeeded to the throne of Ire-
land, A.D. 3?5 He was dea-c::::d&d from Heremon, and reigned
twentv- vernment, a v mngu.la.r

!j' !EI..“ mthmthn Eﬂnnwhmahmet;ryy we are

engaged. Wn relate it with as much brevity as may be con-
sistent with a due regard to perspicuity,
It seems that the nmhllmnn feelmgi of Eochaidh, son of Eana
Cinselach, prompted him to reside at "Lara, as monarch of the
kingdom, in express opposition to the' command of N 1all, the
rightful sovereign. The former was reprimanded for his uq}ustlﬁﬂ-
ble conduct by a Druid of eminence, which caused him to withdraw
from Tara and relinquish his preteuamns to the crown. Niall im-
mediately EEtﬂhllEhEl‘l himself in the royal palace, to which he had
a Ieg:hmnte right, and ultimately, Eochaidh was obliged to fly te
Scotland. Previously, however, to his forced depﬂrturer, an une

toward event happened, which further incensed the sovereign againat

him. Hmrmg visited the house of Laidhgin, the son ot Bairceadha,
a Druid in great favour with the king of Ireland, he met with some

reproaches from him, whereupon he attacked Iaidhgin and killed
him on the spot. The father was greatly enraged at this deed,

‘and hastened to lay his case before Niall, who e ed to revenge
the death of Laidhgin on the prince and penpla of Leinster.

* Keating, Prel, 1 Ibid. p, 258,
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- Niall expeditionsly prepared an army, aund, io pursuance of his
promise, ravaged Leinster and lmmh distressed its mhabitants.
The Elruld pitying the inhocent, who thus suffered ﬁ#tﬁlw

tuuhht: ‘all hostilities pravided Kochaidh were delivered
hmhﬂ.n he people, reduced to the last extvemity, ré=
luctantly nﬂedﬂd to the and placed the prisce at tha dis-
posal ut'hisanﬂgﬁlﬂm:. ‘hﬂlhuul resolviug to wreak ampla
vevenge on his prisaner, caused him to be nhmnntltnlllrgaw?
n,g’l:tﬂtnnﬂ-. with ii&ﬂ!ﬁ*ﬂfupﬂmghm tl:ltllth of w
lingering death. The unfurtinate prince was to main-
tain one pesition, with his back luﬂ-u stone, subject to the
galling weight of the ivon chain; but after some time, the Druil
resolved on depriving him of n:ﬂhmu by a more progess.
For this purpose, heordered nine iuldamtn bim ; not being
without a well-grounded apprehengion that Eiochaidh, being possessed
of great bravery and strength, would make formidable’ resistanca:
Nor was he mistaken, Rendered desperate by the approach of his
executioners, the ‘prince made a super-human effort to obtain his
liberty, in which he succeeded by forcing one of the rivets of the
chain by which he was confined. He immediately attacked the sol«
diers, possessed himself of arms, slew some of l'.I:Hn. and finally
effecied his escape to Scotland, as already noticed.® Doctor Kea~
ting states, Mhmmlﬂwhnh was chained, might
be seen in his time, “‘ on the wmn&anfthuﬂlmnay, between
Cill Brighde aud Tullack O Feidilin."' This is not correct, as
the stone h::ﬂuﬂ'“:’ u‘é‘ﬁﬁﬁ:ﬂﬁ O Feidhlin, irﬁ'f'unllw, and n: _
between it ‘ or Celbridge. dm
is may be found ina mhbquﬂt chapter,

We have now arrived at the era of a most important event in
the history of this eountry; one which must materially affect the
best interests of the people of any period or nation. W’a allude
to the revalution in religion which occurred n the fifth century im
Ireland.’ The system which previously prevailed was that of the
Druids, the chief feature of it being, a belief in the i
and transmigration of the soul, after the notions of Pythagoras.
They conceived, that on deaththé immortal spirit pmed from thes
defunet fo a lm.ng being, and was thus coutinued for a series of
ages, till it became sufficiently purified to return to the great source
from whence it emanated. Itwa.u further understood, that the
mmgﬁuunhukp]mmunghangaufhlmthuu, thus the
soul of the mnoble, brave, or generous, preserved n strict consis-
teney of hnhtnhou, as did that of those characterised by oppozite
qualities of a vicious mature.  This system, however, theugh ap-
pmtly calcnlated to regulate the passions, did not pmdunn that
for, the admiration of ambition, the love of glory, and
ﬂ:irltiurmangum uent thm'nns of the bards muhlll,
who were among the or dispensators of this religi
Those who failed fo indulge in these passions ceuld hope

- * Keatlogs
-
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eulogium from the barde, no flattering notice from the annalisté of
the country. Thamqum [was such as might be expected;
gcenes of strife, of contention, and of bloodshed.

A new scene, however, opened upon Ireland by the introduction

of Christianity ;. lmhﬂzn inculcating tenets the very reverse of
those of the sys h it nuppimm:'l Patience, forbearance,

#enﬂlnfmmas, contempt of this world, were the princi-
':ljzm mculciltacl and the alteration effected was very consider-
able. It could not be expected that the ions inherent in
human nature, passions which were fostered by the Druid system,
would be eradicated by the mild doctrines of ﬂhnntmmtf They
might however be checked or softened ; and such was the result,

&mshmtmmgmata degree as m1gl:t be damredh the humane
E:tnuhc arring interests, the love of power, the soarings of

tion, r.'tmhnum:'l to prevail. The ]J'hllﬂﬂ-ﬂ[ﬂlﬂ' must ever regret
the result thus produced in early days, while he cannot shut his
eyes to the fact, that even our own times present a very indifferent

-exemplification of the behests of the religion of Christ. Human
nature, indeed, seems to be pretty much the same in all days and

-in all countries ; modified, (too slightly, however), by ?nneﬁaﬂ of
religion. Similar passions, and similar effects are observable

whether we peruse the history of the Jews, the Persians, the

Greeks, the Romans, the Mahnmetans, or of the modern Europeans,
It can therefore hardly be matter of wonder, that the I.'lrEH.ﬂ:lEIl Irish

and their Christian successors should not afford any remarkable
contrast in the materials presented to the historian of their com-
mon country.

Some historians assert, that the Christian religion found footing
here immediately after the preaching of the apostles. They say
further, that missionaries not only preached, but founded churches
bhere in the fourth century, It was, however, reserved to the
fifth to become the era of any great or universal reception of Chris-
tianity in Ireland. We are told by the venerable Bede, that “in
the eighth year of the reign of the emperor Theodosius, (A.D.431),
Palladius was sent by Celestine, bishop of the Roman church, to
the Scots (Irsh) believing in Christ, to be their first bishop."®
He was attended by twelve Irish missionaries, but his success was
small, and after a sojourn of the brief space of three months,
he retired to Britain, where he died. Celestine lost no time in
looking for a successor, when the merits of Patrick pointed him
i:mt as a person highly eligible to the office of missionary to the

en he reached the scene of his future labours, (in 432),

hE found that ‘the number of Christian teachers and disciples was
considerable. He conciliated them by the mildness of his deport-

ment, and had great success in making converts among the princes,
nobility, and chief persons, to whom his attention was first directed ;
most of whom in a few years he reckoned as members of his

flock.’ He seems to have first visited Meath, (which comprehended
* Fleury, Hist. Eccles, p. 433.

k,
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Westmeath and the present Meath), and having made satisinctory
' there, traversed successively the presentcounty of Wick-
lnw, Maghliffe now called Kildare, Leix, a part of the Queen's
county, and thence to the house of his friend the poet Dubtach,
who resided in Hy-Kinsellagh, otherwise the present county of
Carlow. Anxious to increase the number of bis missionaries, St.
Patrick asked Dubtach if there was any individual in the district
suited to the office. The latter replied that he had a disciple named
Fiech, whom be thought highly qualified for the appointment.
Fiech was already a convert to Christianity, (A.D. 444), and St.
Patrick feeling satisfied of his fitness for the clerical profession,
- supplied him with the means of prosecuting hie studies, in which
‘he made mpwem .. He became a hishop, after the lapse of

some time, was the first Leinster man raised to the digni
Some say that Fiech superintended a monastery, called Domuach-
Fiech, stated to be situated on the east of the Barrow, county of
Carlow. St. Patrick, we are told, met with zealous assistance
from Crimthan, son of Enda Kinsellagh, king of Hy Kinsellagh,
who, although opposed to Fiech, is classed among the most pious
princes of bis time, and stated to have been the founder of many
churches. To Ossory, the apostle of Ireland next directed his
‘eteps, which being beyond our limits cannot be here alluded to more
particularly, St. Patrick died on the seventeenth day of Mareh,
A.D. 493, aged 12] years, having governed the Iﬁig church du-
ring the latter half of a very active and laborious life.*
Camden bears testimony to the great progress of the Irish in
literature during the fifth century. i

It is well worthy of notice, in this place, that archbishop Usher

shows, from the writings of ancient authors of this and other coun-
“tries, that the doctrines taught by St. Patrick differed very trivially
from those now inculcated by Protestant churches, while they vacy
“materially from the tenets of the church of Rome at the present
day. Harris gives a summary of Usher's work on this important
| Eul):titan:h To enter here upon any theological contreversy, would
be ﬂpg)ﬂeu_ﬂ to propriety and our own inclination,

A.D. 450, About this time, a noble monastery was founded in
the territory of ldrone, now a barony in this county. The founder
is said to have been St. Fortchearn, who was smith to St. Patrick.
The monastery was called Kilfortchearn.t No trace ol it now
remains. Among the monasteries founded by St. Patrick was that
of Galen, in the district now styled the county of Carlow .3

Brewer§ and others state, that an abbey was erected by St.
Kieran near Carlow about 634 ;|| the former tells us, that it stood

* Usher, Harris, O"Halloran,&c. Ledwich has gone so far as to question the-
existence of St. Patrick ; but we really cannot see what advantage can accrue
from thus flyingin the face of incontrovertible evidence ; evidence, Protestant
as well as Catholic. A good cause requires not the aid of such defence, and

@& bad one would not be bettered by it

$ Archdall, Monas. Hiber. { O'Halloran, b, vil. &.6, -
'& Bﬂ-ﬂﬁﬂ ﬂ ll-'l'lﬂl.ﬂ, WII- il I.I qul 1&:;?.'_ L
: ¥ ._'f':..
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upon the ground now occupied by the seat called Viewmount, sad
thitt three towers of the abbey were standing about seventy years
wince, He further informs us, that at the period of the suppreseion
of ‘religious houses, it was granted to the earl of Thomond. This
inay be very correct, but it is certainly not borne outin all ite parts
yi¥Ware, one of the highest authorities. He states St. Kieran’s
to have been situate in the King's county, and not the coun-
ry of Carlow. However, we arée not prepared to contradict Brew-
‘er’s representation as to the ruins of an abbey being in existence
‘at the time and place he mentions ; particularly as O’Halloran
‘Btates, in express terms, that, “the first monastery of females on
record in Ireland is that of Kill-Liadan, in the county of Catrlow,
founded by St. Kieran, before the arrival of St. Patrick.” If
‘before the arrival of St. Patrlck, Mr. Guthrie must have made a
mistake of atleast two centuries, as to the date of the foundation
of this structure. Lanigan agrees with O’Halloran in some par-
ticolars ; but he Hﬁ;n t there can be no doubt' St. Kieran, of
‘Saigir, as he calls him, belonged to the sixth century, and became
first bishop of ‘ﬂasar{'ilhﬁut D. 538, He further informs us,
that St. Kieran established a nunnery in the neighbourhood, (a
Tather yague phrase), “for his mother Liadania and some pions
virgins her mm?aninnt, whence the name Kill-ladhun which the
church obtained.” He died on the 5th of March, a day on which,
“we are assured, his memory has been particularly revered in the
diocese of Ossory. Such are the materials we have been enabled
“to collect on the subject of this abbey; a house which existed we
have little doubt, but the period of whose establishment remains
‘matter of ‘conjecture. | ,
.. A.D. 587, This year Hugh Slaine seized upon the government.
“He #?m on the banks of the Slaney, and thus obtained his
~The seventh century seems to have been a period at whieh the
‘religious zeal of the Irish had arrived at a very high pitch ; churches,
“ubbeys, and’ other religious structures accordingly multiplied, and,
were we to judge by this circumstance alone, we should say that
“Ireland well merited the title of ‘¢ the island of saints.” And yet
“thie would be, on a full view of the matter, an unjust judgment;
“8s a brief notice of the civil events of the country will amply show,
A.D. 600, Aodh was elected monarch of Ireland. During his
reign, two “bloody battles’’ were fought, in the last of which he
was killed, which concluded a reign of but ceven years. Maolco-
bha succeeded, and as some state, fell, at the end of three years, by
the sword of his successor, Suibhre-Mean, who was elected in 610,
- Daniel, brother of Maolcobha, in a “bloody battle” for the crown,
was yictorious, and elew Suibbre, whom he succeeded, A.D. 623.
There was no bloodshed during the reign of Daniel, which pro-
bably arore from the circumstance that for eighteen months of his
reign be was confined to his bed. - Conall succeeded, “ A greut

® Hist, Ir. b, vii. e. 6. t Koating.

\
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battle” was fought during his reign, followed by another in which
Conall was slain.  Dearmod and Blathmuc succeeded as monarche.
An invasion was made from Britain, when the invader and almost
the whole of his army were % put to the sword.” Seachnasach
succeeded, A.D. 669, The Picts invadel Ulster, when a  bloody
battle” was fought, and they were expelled. Seachnasach fell L
the ¥word, and was guce: by his brother, Ceanfoaladh. H
successor determined to dethrone him. Two armies met; * the
dlaughter was dreadful on both eides.” Ceanfonladh was killed
by his opponent, which ended the contest. Accordingly,
in 678, Mionaghta was proclained king. He lought “a SEF“
battle," near Kells with the people of Leinster, and finally fell in
action after a turbulent reign of twenty {enﬂt, which brings us to
the conclusion of the seventh century, This outlinie, (which, by
the way, includes very nearly all of which general history informs
us), speaks so completely for itself as, to the state of lreland at
the period, tliat to dwell a moment on the matter would be equally

unt}r mt and supertiuous. |

he reflecting mind cannot fail to observe the striking analogy
between those times and the present., Now, as then, while one
“part of the population is busily engaged in the erection of chapels,
monasteries, and nunneries, another is freely indulging in blood-
shed and ilp'::ﬂ,lJl.hlillr':':lee A 1::!1 of things, *ﬂgi& is about to iﬂg::{-::
l;m!rmnm* we a temporary one) e constitution

land. e

~ The history of our county during the seventh century
interest,In A. D, 616, S iy S Frodpre e Fregit
‘at Old Leighlin. This year, “ the blessed Moel Patrick an
‘Munganus, the blessed Anachorite,” suffered martyrdom atthe same
lace.*
\ About the year 630, a synod of the cl was held in St, Gob-
‘ban’s abbey at Old Leighlin, to debate on the proper time for the
celebration of Easter.+ Some discrepancy had arnsen between the
Irish and the Roman calculation n:me subject, and Pope Hono-
rius the first, desirous of bringing the clergy of this country mnto an
uniformity of discipline with his own, had addressed the rich by
Jetter on the subject. He exborted them “ to reflect, how few
yere in number compared to the rest of the world, and that
w0 ! eider placed in the extreme bounds of the earth, should
churches a{ﬁﬂnﬁs; f:- ant : m: than all the ancient and modern
a different Easter jrom the |
al calculation and synodsl Cecrels B C
is document evinces, ﬁfﬂﬁ‘f clearly,

gumed by the bishop of By 7 L
assuredly, strike all, as contmiing an unjus
gance, coming, as it did, from a 'Pﬂm:n :\];

'he‘vml}r mthﬂnt}", WhEtIETEr, to dictate

{ Bede, Eccles, Hist, lib. di. ¢ 19.

o Monast, Hib, 1 Monast, Hiber.
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~spiritual or temporal affairs. This was the view taken, at leastin
effect, by many of the Irish clergy, as will be seen in the sequel,
It will be proper here to furnish some account of the nature of
the question which had arisen as to the celebration of Easter,
The Irish church, we learn, had from its original formation adopted
a cycle of eighty-four years, and its paschal computation was the
same as the British church when Augustin was in Britain., It was
different from the Alexandrian method and nearly agreed with the
old one of the Romans. Owing to the inaccuracy of the cycle of
eighty-four years which prevailed at Rome, an egregious error had
ﬁlﬁen into the Roman mode of caleulating the days of the month.
In the early part of the fifth century, it had increased to a miscal-
culation of two days. The first day being termed the third, and
the fourteenth the sixteenth. Sulpicius Severus corrected this error
by naming the latter the fourteenth ; which reformed cycle and its
rules, St. Patrick brought to lreland, where it was observed till the
arrival of the Roman missionaries in Britain, who considered the
celebration of Easter by the Britons and Irish a heresy. Some
authorities state, that the Irish merely adhered to the custom of
their ancestors, in this matter, and that they bad derived their
rule from the Eastern churches.* However, many parts of the
eouth of Ireland had altered their time of celebratin ter to that
of the church of Rome, while the rest of the kingdom adhered to
the ancient traditions on the subject. Matters were in this position
when the letter of Pope Honorius arrived, A. D, 630, A synod
was convened, m pursuance of this letter, and the wishes of several
. of the clergy, at St. Gobban’s abhey of Old Leighlin,t+ (anciently
called Let ‘iiﬁ:, or Whitefield), which was attended by the heads
of most of religious houses then existing in Ireland. St, Lase-
rian, who, it is supposed, was the bearer of the letter of Honorius,
advocated the system of Rome, and was vehemently opposed by
St. Fintan Munnu of Taghmon. The majority of the bigher
seemed 1n favour of the view taken by Laserian, but, it is
‘etated, that an individual, perhaps St. Fintan, here interfered and
by intrigue rendered of no effect what had been already arranged.
As a 'final remedy, it was proposed that a deputation should be sent
to Rome, in order, by personal inquiry and observation, to ascer-
tain the general opinion on this important question. On arrival =4
the ancient city, the deputies beheld people from me-. svuntries
manifesting an approval of the Roman syst- th dnt the end of
three years, they returned _tQq6rins 1;’.'“ that uniir :ﬁ']_ﬂr Edr, that
the rite mﬂiunm' Ims'infnrmatinn, the new & =AY received.
On “““I‘i'mlﬁﬂﬂ.jﬂ H]E Eﬂuthﬂ'l‘n di"l’iﬁiﬂﬂ of II'E
Munster and the greatest part of Leinster and

particulars regardi : Eﬂ"“ﬂflghL Curious
the appeadix. %‘;} Ing this celebrated controversy will be found in

-

* Lanigan and others are at issue on this point. + Monast, Hiber




OF THE COUNTY OF CARLOW, 25

Some account of the persons who took a leading part in the
adjustment of the question, will be appropriate in this place, parti-
cularly as they were connected in other ways with the history of
our district,

And first of St. Laserian, called otherwise Molissa, He was,
it is stated, son of Cairel, a nobleman of Ulster, and of Gemma,
daughter of Aidan, king of the British Scots. The time of his
birth remains unknown ; and of the early part of his life we have
little or no account. One writer places him as a disciple of St.
Fintan Munnu, while another says he was scholar to an abbot
Murin. When arrived at maturity, he travelled to Rome, where
he sojourned fourteen years. There, we learn, he was ordained

iest by Gregory the Great, and shortly afterwards returned to
fr:lnnd. About the yaer 630, he again visited Rome, probably as
head of the tion, sent by the chiefs of the southern clergy
after the synod of Leighlin, when Pope Honorius I, consecrated
him bishop. Subsequently to his return to Ireland, A.D. 632, he
succeeded St. Gobban as abbot of Old Leighling and founded a
bishopric there.* A town of considerable extent was soon raised
on the spot. Previously to his death, which occurred on the
18th of April, 639,+ he was a chief instrument in ﬁnﬂlym
the question of Easter, in the south of Ireland. He was buri
in the cathedral, which he himself had caused to be erected.

Fintan Munnu or Mumna, the chief o t of Laserian,
belonged to the Niall family, and was son of Tulcan and Feidelmia.
It seems probable that he was a native of the north of Ireland.

It is stated, that he was first placed at the school of under
gtudied in the school of

St Coni%nll, and to have entl

KilmoreDeathril, governed by Columbkill before his departure from
Ireland. He afterwards went as a disciple to Hy, from whence he
returned to Ireland in 597. It is very probable, that soon after

his arrival he founded the monastery called after bis name T'each-
munnu, the house of Munnu, now Taghmon, in the county of Wex-

ford. He is stated to have founded other monasteries. His death
took place shortly after the controversy at Old Leighlin, before
which he gave in his concurrence to the prevailing gsinimm on the
ject. St. Fintan died on the 21st of October,
amian or Cumene the white, abbot of Hy, was born m the
territory of T'yrconmel, now the county of Donegal, and traced
his descent to the princes of that country. « On the occasion of the
great question as to the. celebration of Kaster, Cumian continued
for a time neuter in the dispute, until he had first made himself ac-
curately acquainted with all the bearings of the case. After a
year’s investigation, he was one of those who persuaded the bishops
and abbots to assemble a synod at Leighlin, in order to decide the
int. He favoured the Roman system, for which he was violent-
reproved by the monks of Hy, as a deserter from the tradi-
itions of his ancestors, and a heretic. He wrote thus to
nius on the subject: “ [ beseech you consider this carefully, that

L
.

® Monast, Hib. Ware: ¢ Lanigan.  § Lanigan, Eccles, Hiit.
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you may pardon me; or that either in woulls or wiiling you wey
inform my understanding by more cogent reasous, if you th
them, to embrace the nﬁherfuda of the question, and I will than
fully receive them as I bave done this. But if you have no such
reason to offer, be silenty and do not call s beretics.” Archbish
Usher published a work of his en the paschal controversy, whick
is considered a learned performance. Hﬂ aftérwards governed the
abbey of H mlﬂm where his learning and sanctity werd
beld in such high esteem, that the furious luﬂ: gnation of the mnnH
soon faded away. He died ﬂecnrding to Ush::r in G68. &

Illﬂ’lﬂ 'ﬂﬂﬂ St. Moling or Mullin founded a monastery af
Aghﬂnumrd, since called T::gﬁma!m or St. Mullin's house, and
now bearing the name of St. Mullins.  Archdall fixes ‘the ime
the erection of this structure as above, while others say, it

about the middle of 'the seventh century. = The discrepancy here id

but small. St. Moling is said to have been otherwise called Dayrs
chell. He was a native of Hy Kinsellagh, and seventh in descent

from a brother of Enmthnn-ms, the first king of Leinster who re-

ceived the Chnistian faith.® H& verned his monasfery many
sojourning occasionally ilendalough, until 691, when

was consecrated bishop :}f FErnE He was styled archbishop
of Ferns, as the right of precedency which Brandulh bad ob-
tained for that see still continued n force. e succeeded in in-
ducing Finnacta, monarch of Ireland, to remit the Léavy tribute
of oxen, with which the province of Leinster had been burdened
for a considerable time. It is said, that St. Moling made some
remarkable prophecies relative to the kings and affaire of Ireland.
He died on the 17th of June, 697, and was buried in his bwhn
monastery.t  St. Mulmg has been estéemed one of the mnmph
saints of Leinster.
~ In the year ﬁﬂﬂ" St. Gobban, founder of the abbey of Old

' hhn, dapnrted this life ; and the same year the abbot Dﬂlm
MecWinge of that abbey died.

St. Dagan was a warm partizan of St. Fintan at the debate
touching Kaster., Bede alludes to him, nnﬂ. Bale says, lhat hl
wrote, “ Ad Brnitannorum Ficclesias, hib, 1~

ﬁn abbey was founded at a place called Achadfinglass or lﬂhml-
arglasgs, near Leighlin, on the east of the river Barrow, in the dis-
trict of Idrone: but the date of its erection 18 mnot :IEarl defined.
Archdall says, that St. Fintan was one of its abbots m:ni that ho
died on the l?th of February, before the sixth century.$ Nowis
i3 to be regretted, that the learned writer was not more precise, as
there were several saints named Fintan: one of whom was ens

gaged, as has been just noticed, in the Eﬂﬂh‘ﬂﬂ!l"ﬂ}f respecting the
ﬂlehrnuun of Ensttr From' other accounts we learn, fhat St.
Fintan of Clonenagh, in the present Queen's county, died on the
17th of February; but he departed this life about the Emd; of the

* The Kavanagh pedigree, by Sir W. Betham. + Monaat, Hib.
1 Monnst, Hib. p. 35, Lond. ed, 4to.
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sixth century. There is still some probability, that he is the par-
son alluded to by Archdall, not anly from the cancurrence Gipga
day of decease, butfrom the general admission that he had oc-
casional intercourse with the abbey of Achadfinglass,

erg, hn‘tthjﬂ-ltiﬂ /

adds, that St. Aid was also abbot
His festival has been held on the 11th of A

A brief notice of the life of St. Fintan of . wil
pabi T e

inster; and was son of Gabhen and Findath, both Christiang,
We are told, that on the eighth day after his birth he was baptized.

OFf the year of his birth we are ignorant; but there can be no
doubt it omumdi‘ﬁ!w years subsequently to the year 520, He
was educated by the clergy of his bourbaod, abd afterwards
placed himself under the guidance of St. Columbe, under whom
he continued until the saint recommended bim to establish himself
at Clonenagh. He there (t.huujgh still a young man,) laid the foun-
dation of a monastery, about A.D. 548. The establishment soon
gs’madlgrnn!:dahrit}', under his guidance, and numbers from all /-
parts of the kingdom became members of St. Fintan's bay. The |~
discipline, fasting, and otber particulars, were, we are in.glmgﬂ,
exceedingly severe, Brandubh, a holy bishop from Hy Kinsellagh,
is represented among the persons desirous of admission to the house
of Clonenagh. For this purpose he waited upon Kintan at the
nglass, where he was sojourning ; when thelatter
recommended him to remain at the abbey in which they then were,
where the discipline did not partake of so much austerity as at

followed the recommendation of Fintan on
this matter.+ It is said, that this saint not ouly propbesied, but
worked miracles ; but the degree of credence given to this part of
the account, will depend on the quantum of faith professed by the
individual. He died on the 17th of February, ns before stated,
but the year is not mentioned.

A.D. 725, St. Mauchin of Lethglen or Leighlin, died this year ;
and in 767, the abbot Emagh M¢‘Ehyn, of the same place, de-
parted this life.”

The civil history of Ireland during the eighth century is ex-
tremely meagre. 'The usual course of commotion, dissension and
carnage seems to bave prevailed ; and the general historian has
little more than the melancholy task of detailing scenes and occur-
rences which afford small instruction, aud can never be productive
of satisfiction. But alas! the history of mankind is little more
than a black record of rivalry, malignity, devastation and blood.
It appears that about A.D. 722, a war broke out between the mo-
narch of Ireland and the people of Leiuster. An e t was
the consequence, when the monarch, ‘one hundred and sixty select:
: ~ nnd

kvights, many thousand men were slain, ln 738, E
$

[

rupture occurred in Ireland, of which {he cause 18 not :
However, a “bloody battle” ensued, in which the people of

=

¢

# Monast, Hib. - t Lanigan,
b
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ster vanquished their opponent, the king of Leinster. Three years
afterwards, the ki ﬂ?lralnnddmiarad war against the people of
Leinster. A battle followed, when the king of Leinster, the choicest
of his knights and ity, together with nine thousand of his bess
troops, were slain. In 743, a battle was fought between the mo-
mcﬁ' of Ireland and the king of Leinster. About the same time
an engagement occurred between the people of Munster and those
of Lemster, in which the carnage was great, and a lake adjoini
the field of battle coloured with the blood. At the conclusion 5 |
this century, an unfortunate event occurred, which was attended
with evil consequences of long continwance to Ireland.
This was the invasion of the Danes and Norwegians, who, under
the name of Ostmen, first invaded this island, anno 795. These
ferocious people were mere pirates, who infested many of the
northern nations of Kurope at this period, and continued a |
scourge to the [rish for a space of not less than three h
and seventy-seven years, when the English finally ejected them
from this island. We shall bave frequent cause to notice their
J oo , .

It is stated, that about the early part of theeighth century, Pepin,
ancestor to the French king of that name, applied to the monarch
of Ireland for missionaries to convert the people of Ireland; and
Mr. O'Halloran* is of opinion, that the revival of literature in
Europe is° more properly to be ascribed to the Irish, than to the
Arabians. He stated that universities were founded Irishmen,
under the patronage of Charlemagne, who flourished t anno.
800. Regarding the arts and sciences, his account is quite as
flattering. It only remains for us to express our regret, that lite-
rature and science had not their usual geuial influence, and that
they failed in softening the manners, allaying the commotions, or
checking the turbulence of the ancient Irish. |

A.D. 836. This year one of the most formidable of the Danish
leaders, named Turgesius, landed in Ireland. Leinster and most
part of the remainder of the kingdom was ravaged by this furious
leader and his attendant savages. The picture drawn of the mi-
sery to which he reduced the Irish, is dreadful in the extreme.
He placed a governor in every cantredt of land, and a captain
in every territory of the kingdem. He selected an abbot for every
church and monastery, fixed a petty officer in every village, and
billeted one of his inferior followers in every house in the kingdom.
A heavy tribute was likewise enforced on the subjugated Irish;

every householder was obliged, under severe penalties, to pay one .
ounce of gold annually.+ The Danes were imbued with the true

Gothic hatred of literature, and, therefore, resolved to suppress
all colleges and schools in the island ; the Irish were not permitted
* to have their children taught any portion of scholastic knowledge,

and they destroyed all the books which came into their possession.
The churches were closed. All poets, historians, professors of

® Hist. Ir. 1 A cantred contained thirty-two townlanda,
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the liberal arts and sciences, mmmmn, were banished, impri-
or forced into concealment, Nor did these men hesitate to

soned,
plundefthachurchﬂnnndmatanﬂ,ﬁﬂphtanﬂluﬂmrﬂlmﬂu
of which they appropriated to their own use. At length, after a

ting sway of years, Turgesius was taken prisoner by
thll;:chle, mmh‘h:?{mllnd, and put to death,* Thus the un-

fortunate Irish obtaiged an interval of peace, soon, however, to
be ruffled, by renewed efforts of their implacable tormentors, the
Danes, to regain their power and ions in the island.
Archdall states, that another abbot named Mauchin died in 803
at Old Leighlin ; but, vaqpruhah\%y this is a_person (of the same
name) who was, according are,t hlabnp of Leighlin, and
died in 863, Wahﬂvannmrdﬂf the bishops from Laserian to

this
then a rich

period.
In the year 864, the Danes pillaged Achadfinglase,
abbey, the foundation of which has already been noticed. 3

Dungall, abbot of Old Leighlin, died in 876.

The year Y08 was diﬂhﬂglu:nhed by a battle between the King
of Munster and the people of Leinster; the scene of which lay
within the present county of Carlow. In 901,§ Cormac Mac
Curllenan was called to the throne of Munster, During his reign,
we are told, the island remained in tranquillity, and began to re-
cover from the dismal effects of internal discord and foreign invasion.
‘Agriculture received merited attention. The churches and other

religious houses underwent repair or were rebuilt; most of them

having ex ﬂ'iﬂ ious devastations of the marauding
Danes. again its venerable head, seminaries were
mﬂ ﬂmrmgnnf Cormac might have continued many

years, with glory to himself and udvu:Ehnbm his subjects, had not
evil counsel led him into a war little justiliable, it would seem, in
itself, and fatal in its consequences to the king of Muneter. The

pretence for the declaration of hostilities appuam to have been, the
revival of an old claim for tribute to which the people of Leinster
formerly submitted, but which had not been demanded for nearly

two centuries past. O'Halloran, however, on the authority of the
book of Lecan, states this account to be incorrect, and that the

real cause arose out of the forcible seizure of a monastery situate
at Monaster Evin, by Cearbhuil, the king of Leinster, on which

the E:p-ellnd mm:h golicited the n.'ul of Cormae, in order to obtain
a restoration of their establichment.|| Be this as it may, we are
-assured, that the enterprise was not inaccordance with the personal
wishes of the king. In compliance, however, with the advice of
his council, morlmmln‘ly that af the Abbot of Inis Catha, or
Scattery, he te the war, for which purpose a
numerous army was t'url:hmﬁn called into action, He advanced
towards lﬁmtm- but before passing the boundaries of that terri-

®* Keating—O'Halloran. ¢ Works, vol. L. p. 453. ] Monast, Hiber.
§ Keating says A.D. 913, but Ware, O'Halloran, and Lanigan arc among
the dissenters on the point, || Hmt. Ir. b, x.c. 5.
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despatched a herald to the king to demand a yearly-tribute,
fm'the same.* The king and nobility of Leinster
a treaty, in order to the satisfactory adjustment of thé
qH.u.l'rE] Enrmtlic had every disposition to act amicably, but the

unrelenting abbot was nhot to be so easily appeased ; Lis influénce
prédunimll:u:'l.. Thnﬁnggnianrﬂmtuhmﬂmytﬂmm A.D,

They entered the country of the enemy, and reached
bridg-a of Leithglin, otherwise in.¥ The spare horses
baggage were, we are told, sent on before, and a portion of the
clergy waited at tlmbndge il Cormae with his people reached
them. From hence they marched, with great pomp and circum.
stance, to a place called Mach Ailbe or Moyalbe, where tl:
camped and entrenched themselves, expecting the enemy.
the engagement approached, the king of Mu.uster formed l:u!l
into order of battle, and in three divisions ; the king of ﬂaacu'j'lml
the abbot Ma Jonmuinein commanded the fifst; Cormac, himself,
commanded the second, and the third was confided to the ﬂli"l!ll'l:t-un
of an experienced leadér Mac Mothly, king of the Deicies, The

adverse parties agréed, it is said, to fight the battle in the I;Jmnb
of Mihh Ailbe, where the army of Munster lay encamped. These

Iatter, however, began to lose muﬁdencu bet‘nre the engagement,

from accounts received of the greatsuperiority in numbers, as well
as disciphine, of their opponents.

%
=
|

Themmnfthﬂhmtermmdmﬂedthnfﬂ&bf the day. It

. was irresistible. The Munster troops fled almost immediately;

when the havoc among them became dreadful. Tormac, himself,

many princes and nobles, numbers of officers, together with %X
thousand of their choicest troops, were reckoned among the sluin.

Thus ended the career of Cormac Mac Cuillenan, who, from the

@icebunts that have reached us, certainly deserved a better fate.
“ He was,” eays Ware, © Imnw'ing in the Irish antiquities, &nd
writ the hmtﬂr}v calléd Psalter Cashel.” We have made enquiry
for the précise sitaation of the place called Moyalbe or Mach Ailbe,
biit the nnhne seems to have become obsolete. O'Halloran and

Lanigan state, that perliaps it was at Bealuch Mughna (néw
Ballymoon}) that 'HﬁnFEhaiﬂe was fought ; but it seems somewhit

uncertain at which of the two places this rémarkable event took
ace. No material uhcertainty exists, however; as to the sifuation ;

oth positions mentioned, being within the same district and at &

ghort distance from Hwh other.
We are informed, that the conduct of the abbot of Tnis Catha

ﬂr incensed ﬂlEr of Leinster, who aftributed to him the
war and bloodshed which had ﬂc:urreﬂ He had been taken

prisoner at the engageément, and so long as the king of Lemster
lived was kept ini close confinement, but on his decease Inis Catha

was enlarged. The monarch of Treland, ¥lam Sionn, espoused
the cause of the king of Leinster on the ]ate occasion.

* Keating, p. 453. 4 Keating.—Tt was ot till centaries after this, that we
read of the erection of the predent bridge at Teeighlin ; but possibly it was
not the first placed there.
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The ear of the tenth century was not a period of union or
h@mgmmd-; ta!fmlt:wmﬂ ublic contentions being
then rife in thie devoted land. Instead of combining, in order to
present a compact front and concentration of purposeé to the common
enemy, the Danes, the Irish people seemed resolved to follow the
dictates of their selfish passions. Devoid of patriotic feeling, and
reckless of consequences, they appear to have been more bent upon
mutual sacrifice, than opposition to the rothless invaders of the
land. T*!m :mnﬂtuml mulj{:ﬂfull?wed. The Danes continued their
Bystem o er, and Leighlin was among the places which, in
016, was 1|;|1?‘il:i1:mi I’f the man:dm. | :

A.D.933. This Moylmartin O'Skellan, the divinity
lecturer of the abbey of Old I.eiggal:ln, id the great debt of nature.®

Condla Mac Dunecan, bi of Leighling died in 943.+ He
it called, in the Irish m[n:?:?::m, as well as bishop, of Leighlin.

In 951, the church of St. Mullins was plundered by the Danes,

Daniel, bishop of Leighlin, died in D69, -

Leighlin was plundered by the people of Ossory, iaﬂ?ﬂ, and
again in 982.3

The year 1002§ was distinguished by being that on which, by =,
the concurrent testimony of all historians, one of the most able
tind excellent of monarchs ascended the throne of Ireland. DBrien
Boroimhe, or Boru, (of the line of Heber), in this year was justly
raised from the ﬂnwﬂm I:i'nwiuﬂl' Munster to the higher one
of sovereign of the i To one who anxiously desires to present
le picture of the country of his ancestors, who would
fain represent it to the present and fature times in a creditable
light, but, who will not deviate from strict truth in his narrative,
fn opportunity, such as the present, of noticing in favourable terms
the conduct of an Irish monarch, is as an oasis in the desert, a
spring-well in the waste. Unlike other leaders, who, so far from
opposing the I're-el:-cmtinﬁ Danes, absolutely formed alliances with
them, Brien employed all his energies to bring them into subjection ;
and his efforts were crowned with deserved success,—Brien was,
however, eventually slain in a great engagement with these people,
at Clontarf, near Dublin, on the 23d of April, 1014, aged ac-
cording to Ware 74, or, as stated by O'Flaberty, 80 years.||

It was in this reign, that surnames were extensively introduced
among the Irish, Brien perceived the confusion which arose from
the indefinite nature of the former desi and, i order to
remedy the evil, passed a decree, thatall the great families should
follow the name of some distinguished ancestor, having O, or Mac
prefixed ; which would shew them to be descended from the person
whose name they bore, as O’ Brien, the son or descendant of Brien.

This salutary custom bhad previously been partially in use, but

. Hnnutﬂ . Hiber. p. 36; Pirt* Wnﬂr:. w::dIL P %Hﬂ | 1 Mnnué};i!hr,
'Flaherty's ' . His . Oran an Wi

zmm in 926. I{iﬁ.‘-h correc E must hllu_ been 88 when he fell.
Ej:Hﬂlurln, however, agrees with Ware and O'Flaherty us to the time of

a favo
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under the auspices of Boru, it became general in the island.* . [¢
was not until about the same period, that surnames appeared in
France, England, and Scotland. It should alsa be observed,
that under the paternal care of Brien Boru, the cities, towns,
churches, and all public institutione, revived from the abasement
and decay into which they wel:l sunk by previous commotion and
ect, Piety and peace, p and prosperity, we are

:;giunded thrtgughunl: the land. Kven the savage Danes hm;ﬂ?
s0 much reformed by the moral as well as physical treatment of
Brien, combined mlE the exhortations of the clergy, that much

rogress was made towards their final conversion to Christianity.
%iﬂl the death of Brien, however, the country seemed to relapse
into its former miserable state of turbulence and disorder.

In the year 1017, Doonagan, king of Leinster, with many of
his principal nobility, were barbarously murdered, at an entertain-
ment, in the palace of Teige O'Ryan, king of Ondroua,t+ by
Donogh MacGiolla Patrick, prince of Ossory.t Malachie, the
monarch of Ireland, justly desirous of punishing so atrocious an
act, entef®d the territory of Patrick, whom he slew, with several
of his abettors, and then retired to Tara, bringing with him many
prisoners.

Cleiric O"Muinic, bishop of Leighlin, died in 1048,—In 1060,
the cathedral was totally consumed by fire. 'Weé may fairly infer,
from the frequent occurrence of the destruction of buildings by
fire, that previously to the arrival of the English, most of the
edifices of the country were constructed of wood. Cox says, in
express terms: * The first pile of lime and stone that ever was
in Ireland was the castle of Tuam, built anno 1161, by Roderie
O'Connor, the monarch.”’§ Were this the fact, we could have no
doubt, that the cathedral of Leighlin, a century previously to 1161,
must bave been constructed of wood; but the statement of Cox
proves too much, as the mere mention of the round towers will
amply manifest. We have, in short, abundant evidence, that
stone buildings did existin Ireland, anterior to 1161; but they
were comparatively few in number.

About A.D, 1060, the priory of St. Stephen, at Leighlin, was
founded or endowed by Burchard, (the on of Gurmund), a Danish
commander. The lands of this priory were afterwards annexed
to the deanery. DBurchard was buried in the choir of the cathe-
dral, under a marble monument, on which was placed his statue,
and underneath this inscription :

“* Hic jacet humatus, dux fundator Lenis .

En Gormondi Burchardus, vir gratos ecclesim. "
No appearance of either tomb or inscription is now diecoverable.
They might have been destroyed at the period of the fire just
notficed.

* Ware's Works, vol. ii. p. 51. 1 Now Idrone in the present Co. of Carlow.
! Keating, Hist, Ir. p. 515, O'Halloran, Hist. Ir. b. xii, ¢, 2,
& Apparatus, Hist, Ir, | Monaat, Hiber, p. 38,
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Felix was prior of St. Stephen’s, but the precise time cannot
- ll'l?MlﬂMM@ﬂhMMﬁﬂ

A.D. : 'Flain, bi ighlin, died this year.

A.D. 1115. A general convention of the clergy was summoned
this year, by Giolla Easbuig, bishop of Limerick; who then held
the appointment of legate, and presided over the assembly. A
other things, it was ordained, that the southern half of the i
called Leath Modha, should have twelve epi sees, and that
the like number should be constituted in Leath Cuinn, or the nor-
Mihoprie, vis.: Kiloglem, Laighin or Laighiin, Kildare Glon-

i 1cs, viz.: Kilcullen, Laighlin or Leighlin, Kildare,
dalough, and Wexford, nlhmnlm‘ls mmaﬂlﬁe:lhrllt'

Archdall states, that in the year 1138, the abbey of St. Mullins
was destroyed ; I presume by fire. The Augustinians obtained a
settlement here, and erected a house, the remains of which, we
are told, continued at the end of the last century.+

A.D. 1144, Died, Sluagad O'Catan, bishop of Leighlin.

About the year 1151, an abbey was founded at a place called
Athaddy, within-our county, for nuns of the order of St Augustin,
by Dermod, the sonof Murchad, king of Leinster. He appoint-
ed it to be a cell to the nunnery of St. Mary de Hoggis, in the
city of Dublin.

A.D. 1152. Dungal O'Cellaic, otherwise O'Caollaighe, bishop
of Leighlin, died. The same year, on the 9th uf-Hlﬂﬁl,l gynod
met at in Meath, convened by cardinal Paparo. The names
of the prelates who attended this w handed down to us
in the following order: the bishop of Lismore, pope’'s legate ;
the primate of Ireland, archbishop of Tuam, bishop of Dublin,
bishop of Glendalough, Dungall O'Caollaigh, bishop of Leighfin,:
who died shortly afterwards, as is above noticed. Judging from
the high place on the list, and the precedence given to Leighlin
over many others, itis clear, thatits rank was great among the
Ivish sees. The chief business of the synod seems to have been,
the creation of two additional archbishoprics ; Ulster and Munster
ounly, having heretofore possessed them. Theinstructions of car-
dinal Paparo from the pope, were to this effect; but, we learn
that the proposition met great opposition from the existing arch-
bishops, who apprehended a diminution of their privileges and
authority, Their efforts, however, proved wvain, and the four
archdioceses, Armagh, Dublin, Cashel and Tuam, with their res-
pective suffragans, were established.§ Among the decrees of this
council, was one in condemnation of usury; and the cardinal
commanded, in virtue of apostolical authority, that tithes should
be rendered to the clergy.|| |

- A.D. 1158. This year, Donat succeeded to the see of Leigh-
lin; as appears from the foundation charter of canons of the
blessed Virgin at Ferns; he being a subscribing witness to that

* Keating, Hist. Ir. p. 520. t Monast. Hiber. p. 39.
1 Keat, t. Ir. p. 827. Keating incorrectly states the date of this
synod to be 1157, § U'Halloran, || Lanigan, Eecles. Hist. vol, iv.
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document. Donat rebuilt the cathedral, which had been destroyed
by fire. He died at Leighlin in 1185, and was buried in the church
of that place.* A considernble space of time intervenes between
the period of his death and the mention of the next bishop. Kither
the see remained vacant, or the name of its occupant has eluded
research.

Iu the year 1166, Roderic O'Connor, last Milesian monarch
of Ireland, ascended the throne. During his eventful reign, the
English power first became established in the island, the Danes
were expelled, and the dominion of the native princes was reduced
to a state of great insecurity, to be followed, intime, by complete
annihilation.

It appears, that Dermot Mac Morrough, king of Leinster, the
chief agent in effectuating thi= important revolution, was a man,
on whose conduct no great share of commendation canbe bestowed.
The immediate cause of his disasters, as stated by some, was an
unlawful passion which be entertained for Dearbhorgil, daughter to
the king of Meath, and espoused to O'Rourke, prince of Breffny.
A private correspondence subsisted between Dermot and the lady,
who e ' him so far, as to intimate, in express terms, her
wish, that he should avail himself of the convenient absence of
her husband, in order to secure the possession of her person. As

might be expected, Mac Morrough instantly complied, and had
the object of his irregular passion earried to the castle of Ferns.
We further learn, that, on the discovery of the calamity which had
befallen him, O’Rourke communicated a statement of the affair to
Roderick O’Connor, who resolved on affording him instant aid in
an expedition against the king of Leinster. The forces of Roderic
marched into the district of Hy Kinsellagh, Maec Morrough at-
tempted to oppose their progress, but without success; he retired
to his castle of Ferns and shortly afterwards was obliged to fly to
England, A.D. 1167. We are informed, that at this important
crisis, Mac Morrough fouud himself deserted by the nobility and
military, so shocked were they at his conversation with the wife of
O’Rourke.+ We, however, may very fairly, and far more ra-
tionally, conclude, that motives of political hatred and private
pique were the true causes of this signal defalcation of the people
of Mac Morrough ; and, indeed, of the invasion of the Irish
princes. For, we find that Dermot had been heretofore a formi-
dable personage in Ireland. He invaded O’Neill and the king of
Meath, compelling them to give hostages ; and O’Carroll, another
prince, had been necessitated to place his son in Dermot’s hands
as a pledge for his good behaviour.y This selfsame king of
Meath and O’Carroll were among the foremost in the subsequent
crusade against Dermot ; and all men can judge, how far we are
justified in the inference, that these personages were spurred on
chiefly by a desire of revenge for public bumiliations of no ordinary
nature. L'hen, as regards the desertion of Mac Morrough by his’ i
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subjects ; a far more reasonable ground for this conduct, than that
already assigned, may be gathered from the fact, that he had been
an oppressor of his people, and a cruel tyrant over his nobility,*
who very naturally felt no great zeal in his service. These seem to be
the unquestionable motives, by which the princes of [reland and the
people of Leinster were actuated on this momentous occasion ; and
we can only express our regret, that O’ Halloran, should have so
far distorted the truth, as to place the matter in a very incorrect,
though perhaps a more creditable light. Besides, he is not borne
put in his representation by the general standard of morals in ancient
Ireland ; for, independently of other matters, it is well known, that
illegitimate birth was considered so venial, that - thus
situated enjoyed mnearly all the prerpgatives and _
legitimacy; as O'Halloran himselft and many others testify.
The designs of Henry IL. king of England, upon the kingdom
of Ireland, had been entertained at a much earlier period than that
of which we are now treating. The dissensions by which the
kingdom was torn asunder, the propinquity of its situation, and the
superior skill in arms of bis followers, presented Ireland to him as
an easy conquest. The more urgent affairs of England and France
had, however, Litherto cansed a postponement of his intentions,
but now the opportunity seemed so inviting as to become irresistible.
He bad been further furnished with the authority of the church for
this expedition, as may be collected from the :

BULL OF POPE ADRIAN 1Y,

« ApRiAN the bishop, the servant of the servants of God, fo his
most dear son in Christ, the noble king of England, sendeth greet-
ing, and apostolic benediction: Your magnificence hath been very

careful and studious how you might-enlarge the church of God
here on earth, and increase the number of his saints and elect in

heaven ; in that, as a good catholic king, you have and do, by all
means, labour and travail to enlarge and increase God's church,
by teaching the ignorant people the true and christian religion, and
in abolishing and rooting up the weeds of sin and wickedness. And
wherein you have, and do crave, for your better furtherance, the
help of the apostolic see, wherein more npeedilrﬂnd discreetly you
proceed, the better success, we hope, God will send, for allytza:.r
which of a fervent zeal and love in religion do begin and enterprise
any such thing, shall, no doubt, in the end, have a good and
prosperous success. And as for Ireland, and all other islands
where Christ is known, and the christian religion received, it is ont
of all doubt, and your excellency well knoweth, they do all apper-

tain and belong to the right of St. Peter, and of the church of
Rome, and we are so much the more ready, desirous and willing to

sow the acceptable coed of GGod's word, because we know the
same in the latter day will be most severely required at our hands.

® (Giral, Cambren. + Hist, Ir, b iv. €. 70
E
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You have (our well-beloved son in Christ) advertised and signified
unto us, that you will enter into the land and realm of Ireland:
to the end to bring them to obedience unto law, and under your
~‘subjection, and to root out from among them their foul sins and
wickedness; as also to yield and pay yearly out of every house,
a yearly pension of one penny to St. Peter, and besides, also will

defend and keep the rites of these churches whole and imviolate. |
We therefore, well allowing and favouring this your godly disposi- _

tion, and commendable affection, do accept, ratify and assent unto
this your petition ; and do grant, that you (for the dilating of God's
church, the punishment of sin, the reforming of manners, planting
of virtue, and the increasing of christian religion) do enter to pos-
sess that land, and there to execute according to your wisdom,
whatsoever shall be for the honour of God, and the safety of the
realm. And further, also, we do strictly charge and require, that
all-the people of that land do with all humbleness, dutifulness and
honour, receive and accept you as their liege lord and mvw
reserving and excepting the right of holy church to be inviolal y
; 88 also the yearly pension of Peter-pence, out of every

e; which we i tﬂ-ge truly answered to St. Peter and the
church of Rome. 1If therefore you do mind to bring your godly

' ose to effect, endeavour to travail to reform the
tter order and trade of life, and that also by yourself, and by
such others as you shall think meet, true ‘and” honest in their life,
manners and conversation, to the lend the church of God may be
beautified, the true christian religion sowed and planted, all
other things done, that by any means shall or may be to God's
honour, and salvation of men's souls, whereby you may in the end
receive of God's hands the reward of everlasting life ; and also, in

the mean time, and in this life, carry a glorious fame, and an
honourable report among all nations.””*

This document was issued A.D. 1156, There are two points in
it worthy of particular notice. The first is, the characteristic as-
sumption of authority manifested by pope Adrian, in bestowing a
country upon Henry 1L, which was not his to bestow, and to the
possession of which, e had not even a shadow of right. The
second remarkable feature, consists in the care with which his
holiness reserved to himself the tribute unjustifiably called “ Pefer-
E:::E,” but which, most assuredly, St. Peter, himself, had he

alive, would never have extorted. A worldly spirit had,
however, long previously crept into the church, and was fast ad-
vancing, in the twelfth century, to that high pitch which it after-
wards attained. Of the existence of this spirit, the bull of pope
Adrian contains abundant internal evidence.

The proceedings of the king of Leinster, being intimately con-
nected with the history of our district, it is proper that we should
trace them with somewhat of minuteness.

On his journey to the court ot the king of England, Dermot

* Gir, Camby
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was attended by a suite of sixty faithful adherents; all of whom
arrived safely in Bristol, where the royal stranger was hospitably
entertained {7]!* Robert Fitzbarding, at St. Austin’s abbey, After
a brief stay there, he embarked for Aquitain, where Heury then
sojourned. g
He appeared in the presence of his majesty (A.D. 1168) in
humble attire, suited E:: hig present fﬂ:ungﬂ'ﬂ; and falling at the
- king’s feet, made an eloquent representation of his case. He de-
picted the malice of the neighbouring Irish princes, the treachery
of his pretended friends, and the rebellion of his subjects in glow-
ing terms ; he declared, that the fame of Henry's magnificence
and generosity had been his inducement to call on him for assistance;
and concluded, by reminding bis majesty, that the highest merit
of an earthly potentate, consists in a dw'ﬂﬂn to relieve the ﬂull-
tressed and support ttl_:e defenceless, 3 ' n:dhhnwnrﬂ. ’he:ug
engaged in 'aflairs of importance, could not al um personally ;
but, moved to compassion by the forcible appeal of Dermot, (aii
perhaps having ulterior views in contemplation, ) he made him large
presents, and presented him with the following letter patent, having
first taken his oath of allegiance : '

“ Hexry, king of England, duke of Hﬂrmnndnhlnd Aquitain,
earl of Anjou, &c. Unto all his subjects, English, Normans,
Welsh, and Scots, and all nations and people, being bis ésub-
Jﬂ%%wﬁnﬁm prince of Leinster oot 'wrnngﬁlllfl{u be
ereas | |
informeth) banished out of his own country, hath craved our aid;
therefore, forasmich as we have received him into ‘our ‘pr
grace and favour, who soever within our realm, subject to our

commands, will aid and help him (whom we huve embraced as
our trusty friend) for the recovery of his Jand, let him be assured
of our favour and licence in that bebalf.” |

Highly gratified at the result of his interview, MﬂcMm:::Pb
repaired to Bristol, where he published the king's letter re Ys
and made liberal offers of remuneration to all who would espouse
his cause at the present juncture.  The person who seemed most
forward to assist him, and upon whom his chief reliance was placed,
was Richard, earl of Chepstow, surnamed Strongbow, a nobleman
of considerable influence in Wales, but of sbattered fortune. He
obtained the additional name of Stremngbow, from his great bodily
power, which enabled him to draw a bow of more than ordinary
strength ; his arms were so long that, in an upright' position, the
palm of his hands reached to his knees,® ‘This enterprising earl
engaged to bring Dermot succour early in the following spring,
provided he mqﬂg:l obtain the particular p};rmiaaiun of his mmra-i;l
to embark in the expedition. On the other hand, MacMorrough
promiged S w the hand of his daughter Eva, together with
the kingdom of ]einster, on his decease, |

* Mills' Catalogue of Honour,
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Further to forward the object of his visit to Britain, Dermot
next proceeded to St. David's, in Wales, where he prevailed upon
Rhees, the prince of that country, to liberate Robert IFitz-Stephen,
who was then his prisoner, and who was afterwards to prove a
leader in the econquest of Ireland. The bishop of St. David'shad
succeeded in inducing this knight, and Maurice Fitz-Gerald, to es.
pouse the cause of the king of Leinster; who promised them in 'll
return, a grant in fee, of Wexford and two cantreds of land
adjoining. Having thus completed his arrangements, having se.
cured the desired aid, ke departed for Ireland, in Aungust, 1168,
landed at Glascarrig, and thence proceeded to Ferns. Herehe
was cordially received by the clergy, to whom he gave a flattering
account of his mission, and of the power, number, and valour of
his newly acquired allies. Dermot preserved strict prirm:

Ferns during the winter ; a course, which the state of his
rendered imperative.

Matters were now prepared to effect that invasion, which the
miserable state of affaire in Ireland had long provoked, hut which
was now about being carried into execution. Writers, of all creeds
and parties. deplore the distracted condition of the island, for a
considerable time previously, and the utter recklessness with which
its princes sacrificed the public good to their own selfish purposes.
But now, to use the words of C, O'Conor,* * the measure of their
iniquity was full,” and for the important consequences, they them-
selves, and they oaly, are responsible at the bar of posterity,
~ We shall conclude this chapter, by some brief notice of the laws,
learning, customs, and other matters in the economy of the an-
~cient lrish,

A great reformation, we learn, took place in the /aws of Ireland
under the auspices of Feidhlimidh, of the line of Heremon, mo-
narch of [reland, A.D. 141, The principle feature of his improve-
ments was the abolition of the laws of KEare, or Fines, and in its

ce the substitution of the lex talionis. The punishment of crime

pecuniary mulct was totally abrogated. It was ordained, that
murder should be punished with death ; and the minor offences of
maiming, became punishable by like treatment of the perpetrator.
T'hus was the law of retaliation substituted for one whose deficiency

in efficacy bad been amply proved.4+ Othersof their laws, however,
do not ment equal commendation ; that of fanistry for instance,

This eystem had the effect of conferring the inheritance of families
on the strongest member of them. For though there appeared to
be a protection of the rights of seniority, yet they were little con-
sulted ; superiority in mental or bodily qualities generally substan-
tiating a claim, without regard to the age of the individual. This
circumstance led to general rivalries, and, sometimes, to the most
disastrous consequences in families. From rendering succession
uncertain and possession precarious, improvement was checked and
peace was destroyed. This law was subsequently abolished by

* Dissertations on the History of Ireland. p, 259, + O'Halloran, Mist,Jr.
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judgment in the Irish court of King's Bench, at Hilary term, in
the third year of the reign of king James 1. Gavel-kind was
equally objectionable. It ordained, that when an individual died,
bis whole effecte should be ascertained, and divided among the
members of his family. The distribution was effected by the chief
of the house, who admitted illegitimate males, but excluded
daughters and wives, This law also impeded the improvement of
the.country, and checked industry in individuals. It was abolished
at the same time and place. The Brehons, orjudges, of the an-
cient Irish, held their office by descent, or inheritance ; in which
respect, historians, physicians, bards, and harpers, were similarl
circumstanced. This rule was assuredly not judicious ; inaﬂmur:i
as talent is not hereditary, and, therefore, the majority must have
been very incompetent to the performance of the duties annexed
to their station.

With regard to learning and mental cultivation, itis undeniable,
that much existed among the Milesian Irish.* From its insulated
eituation, Ireland seemed a place where the learned might retire,
to pursue in peace their studies and researches ; anily accordingly,
we find that many individuals from Britain and the continent of

Europe, repaired to this island to cultivate the ample fields of lite-
rature. It is stated, that there were not less than seven thousand
students at Armagh at one time. Ledwich, himself, admits that
much learning existed in Ireland during the middle ages.+ Quite
clear, however, it is, that the learning of ancient Ireland wus
f;i_gr b s g e i I g P 0 ke ot
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" Dress.—The clothing of E:a:{nda part of the population, con-
sisted of a mantle and a kind of trowsers or pantaloons, which
fitted close, and had stockings appended to them. 'T'hat of the fe-
males was a mantle and petticoat. Both had thin pumps ; the man
wore a small cap, and the woman a kerchief on her head, * Their
shifts,” says Sir Richard Cox, *“ were dyed in saffron to save wash-
ing, and contained thirteen or fourteen yards of cloth, so that a
law was made against that extravagancy.; It must be a matter
«of t to all, that a slovenly neglect of neatness is _yet too ob-
eervable amug the peasantry of Ireland; and, that they present,
i]I}I this particular, a lamentable inferiority to the natives of Great
ntain, :

It is worthy of notice, that orders of knighthood were introduced
at a very early period into this conntry.§ There were five classes
of knights ; the first of which was the Niagh-Nase, or knights of
the golden collar. This order was confined to members of the

family, none having a claim to the crown who had not been
invested withit. The knights of Ulster, or of the Red Branch,
took the second rank ; and the members of the Munster order eame

" Cox admits this. Fide Hibernia Anglicana, vol, i.
+ Antiquities of Ircland, p. 160, { Apparatus, Hib, Angl. vol. .
& O'Halloran.
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next. Leinster and Connaught followed in order of precedency:.
The Irish knights were superior in rank to all other classes, except
the members of the blood-royal or doctors in the different sciences ;
the privileges of which latter were very great. A regular course
of education and preparatory discipline, was, we are informed,
appointed for the aspirants to the honour of knighthood; and a
highly polished picture is drawn of the dignity and splendour of
the order ; but it would much enhance the satisfaclion of the in-
quirer on this subject, could he discover somewhat more of practical
proof, that Ireland anciently enjoyed the blessings of peace, civili-
zauon, and refinement,

CHAP. I1IL

From the arrival of the English, A.D. 1169, to the death of
Henrv 11. A.D. 1189. :

In the month of May, 1169,* the expected succours of Dermot
Mac Morrough arrived. Robert Fitz-Stephen, Meiler Fitz-Henry,
Meiler Fitz- David, and Hervey de Montmorency, together with thirty
kmights, sixty esquires, and three hundred archers, landed at the
Bann, in the county of Wexford. On the following day an additional
force of ten knights and two hundred archers, under Maurice de
Prendergast, reached the same place. Thus was the first effort to
conquer the kingdom commenced ; an attempt, which Sir John Davies
terms “ an adventure of a few private gentlemen.”'t+ They were,
however, men of no ordinary cast, as their subsequent successful
career fully proves. Their first care on landing, was to communi-
rate the circumstance to the king of Leinster, which they did by
etter, dated the 11th of May, 1169.3 Dermot immediately made
the contents of the epistle public, when his subjects, who formerly
had deserted him in utmost need, now flocked to his standard in
rreat numbers ; proving that fickleness and attachment to the power
of dtha day are prominent ingredients in the character of the multi-
tude.

On the night of their arrival, the English encamped on the sea-

shore, and on the following day marched towards Wexford ; where

Donnell Kavanagh (natural son of the king of Leinster), brought
hem a remforcement of five hundred men, Mac M:Jrruagh, huﬁ:i-

self, joined his new allies soon afterwards, and renewed his former
i:glp?ﬂn:z with them, They then determined on the attack of
exford,

* Regan.—Cox and several others say 1170; but this must be an error, as

i ‘competent cotemporary writer (who on such a point must be the best
lu'.'.hnrit}r} states di En‘!nﬂf.

# Historical Relations, ! O'Flaherty's Ogygia,
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The garrison of this town were rather vi in their defence,
Two thousand of them made a sally ; but the formidable array of
the KEnglish, the novel appearance of their armour, and their
martial genring completely intimidated the Irish, and caused their
instant retreat; not, however, before they burned the suburbs of
the town. Fitz-Stephen then made his attack, in which he
was repulsed, and eighteen of his men killed. This greatly in-
censed the invaders, and induced among them a full resolution to
obtain 10n of the town or perish in the attempt. With this
view, tﬁa]r forthwith burned their ships, offered up public prayers
in the camp, and prepared for a second assault; but, at this critical
moment, some of the Irish clergy interposed, and the town sur-
rendered upon articles, on the fourth day of the siege. Dermot
immediately conferred Wexford and two cantreds of land adjoining
on Fitz-Stephen and Fitz-Gerald, according to his former stipulati
And, as a mark of his gratitude and favour to the Earl of Chepstow,
he ted two can (situate between Wexford and Waterford)
to Hervey de Montmorency or Mountmaurice, who acted as a species
of envoy from Strongbow on this occasion. Thus was the first
settlement of the English made in this island ; from which small

ms,thaﬂnﬂcmqmufthﬂmﬁeﬁngdnmmiuﬁm

Dermot Mac Morrough, being naturally in high spirits at the
success which ‘crowned this first essay of himself and auxiliaries,
invited the English to his castle of mewuh we:u
spent in festivity and rejoicing, The distingui v of his
new allies, mty. !'n'mugih t?m of Dermot, who now proposed
an expedition to Ossory, the territory of one of his implacable
enemies ; to which they cheerfully consented. This affair was also
decided in their favour ; the prince of Ossory was defeated, obliged
to swear fealty, and give hostages to the king of Leinster. (4)

These proceedings of the invaders did not escape the attention

of Roderic, the monarch of Ireland. He immediately called a
general meeting or parliament of the princes of the island, who
unanimously resolved to expel the English, and for this purpose
raised a great army, with which they marched into Hy-Kinsellagh.

The king of Leinster, unable to oppose such superiority of
numbers, as well from the inequality of his troops as the unsteadi-
ness of their attachment, (which, on the appearance of a reverse,
became again manifest), applied to Robert Fitz-Stephen, and stated
to him in plain terms, tbat unless they now made a signal effort,
their cause was hopeless, the kingdom of Leineter would be lost
irretrievably.* To thisaddress, Fitz-Stephen boldly replied, that,
having left their country and connections in order to espouse his
quarrel, having destroyed their ships, and exposed their lives in
the cause, they would not now abandon it. *“ Be you true to us
(continued he) and we will never be false to you. Your royal
spirit should contemn these hostile efforts, which can be of no long

® Stanihurst,
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continuance, for either death or glorious victory must speedily de-
liver us from all our difhiculties.”

This speech much encouraged Dermot, who was naturally a
man of much bravery. He was, we are further informed, of large

stature ; and in consequence of frequent commands or addresses to
his followers, his voice had become quite hoarse. It is added, that he

desired to be feared rather than to be loved ; while; he exhibited
true benevolence in raising and protecting the poor or defenceless;*
a trait, often the concomitant of a proud disposition.

By theadvice of his faithful ally, Fitz-Stephen, the king of Lein-
ster retired to an almost inaccessible fastness near Ferns; which,
by raising embankments and felling trees, he speedily rendered im-

pregnable. Meanwhile, Roderic, conscious of the uncertainty of

war, was resolved first to try the effect of negociation ; in
pursuance of this determination, addressed a letter to Fitz-Stephen,
which he accompanied by presents ; but in this af‘plimﬁnu his fail-
ure was signal. The very curious epistle of Roderie, together
with its equally singular reply, may be found in the appendix. (5)
He next entreated Dermot to abandon the English, and combine
the forces of Leinster with those of the kingdom at large, in order
to effect the expulsion of the invaders; in which event, the king
of Leinster was guaranteed the peaceable possession of his territory

for the future. But MacMorrough, actuated by a seuntiment of

honourable attachment to his confederates, and perhaps lacking conti-

dence in the promises of Roderic and the other princes, rejected the-

propositions of the monarch of Ireland.

Roderic had now no alternative. He prepared for the attack;
first addressing his followers in a speech of some length, in which
he virulently assailed Dermot, stating that he desi the extir-
pation of the lIrish, and for that purpose had introduced their most
detested enemies; that no mercy could be expected from him, and
}hnt the present engagement would decide the fate of their country
Oor ever. ;

MacMorrough spoke to his soldiery and people to the following
effect :—* Ye men of Leinster, the ties of kindred and the justice
of our cause have hitherto united us: let us not now fail in resolu-
tion, let us manfully make our defence. Roderic, that grasping
and wicked man, desirous of universal sovereignty and dominion,
now attempts to drive us from our country, or effect our destruction.
Surrounded by the multitade of his followers, he is inflated with
arrogance, and contemplates our speedy downfal : but often hath
it happened, that a small band of valiant and well-appointed men
have prevailed over superior numbers. If Roderic make claim to
the crown of Leinster, because some former king may have been
tributary to a sovereign of Connaught; then, by the same rule,
may we assert a right to the province of Connaught, as our an-
cestors have been the sole governors and monarchs, not only of that
district, but of the entire kingdom. But, in short, he seeks, not

® Giral. Cambren. I i. cap. 6.
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to rule as a monarch, but to usurp and destroy as a tyrant, to ex-
pel us from our country, to possess himself of the inheritance of
every individual, and render himself master over all, Many boast
of their great multitudes and place their confidence therein ; but
let them rest well assured, that we Leinster men, though few in
number, were never yet, nor are we now afruid to enconnter with
the bestand proudest. Because, victory is not obtained through
numbers, but by virtue and resolution, strength and cournge.
We have on our side, humility against pride : agamst wrongs we
have equity ; against arrogance, modesty; and to intemperance,
we oppose temperance and moderation ; these virtues will combat
fnrmn:_:thaﬂ;y nftliﬂi.d The laws Hﬂlmlgmtgmhuﬂ}u
oppose force by force, and inju strength ; ane cause is
Just which consists iﬁnﬂefeﬁ'iersz;m- country and protection of
our patrimony. Let us be of good courage, masmuch as we but
defend our ?ﬁh, while they contend for gain, Our 18 DA
gtre

turally one ngth, which we have increased by i ultlkﬂld
from its confined limits a small band will amply suffice for its de-
fence.”'*

We are further informed, that Dermot reminded his fn’llunﬂriﬂ
& the revalade amd puwenitn! aoxiliaries possessed' in tle So-
glieh, whose valour had been mﬂ;?&mﬂﬂ to them,
that Roderie had no ions to thﬂrrupwtﬁmwmw?lm-
lities; that, besides being a ruthless (he had three wives,
then alive, and eleven bustards ; that he murdered his natural bro-
ther, with several others, and was gul:E of numerous debauche-
ries; and that, in fine, the only end of his specious pretences was
the lasting subjugation of them and their o |

When the king of Leinster had concluded his' oration, Robert
Fitz-Stephen addressed his companions in the following words :—
“Ye lusty young men and my companions in ware, who have
abiden with me in many perils, and yet still of noble minds and va-
liant courage : if we would now consider with ourselves, what we
are, under what captain, and wherefore we do adventure and at-
tempt these great enterprises, no doubt we shall excel in our wonted
valiantness, and good fortune shall be on our side. We first came
and descended from the Trojans, and since are of the French blood
and race : of the one we have these our noble and valiant minds,
and of the other the use and experience in feats of arme : wherefore
being thus descended of noble progeny by two mannerof ways and
in two respects; as we be now well armed and appointed, so let us
also be of valiant minds and lusty courage: and then no doubt
this rascal and naked people shall never be able to resist nor with-
stand us.  Besides you see and know how that at home, partlyby
the subtle and crafty dealings of our own cousins and kinsmen, and
partly the secret malice and devices of our familiars and acquain-
tances, we are bereft and spoiled both of our eountry and patrimony,
And now we are come hither, not as greedy cravers for large sti-

* Gir, Camb, . i. cap. 8. f Cox, Hibernia Anglicana, vol, i p. 16.
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pends, nor yet as covetous prowlers for gain and lucre: but ouly j
n respect and consideration to bave and enjoy the lands aud towng
to us, and to our heirs after us, offered and promised. We are
not come hither like pirates or thieves to rob and epoil, but as
faithful friends, to recover and to restore this noble and liberal gen.
tleman to that his patrimony, whereof he is spoiled and disposses.
sed. - He it is that hath allured and flocked us hither: he itis that
loveth our nation : and he it is who purposeth to plant and settle
us and our heirs in this isle. And peradventure by these means
the whole land, which is now divided into five provinces or portions,
may be deduced and brought into one, and the same in time be
wholly unto us and our heirs : if that by our valiantnese and prow-
ess the victory be gotten, and MacMorrough by our service,
means, and industry be restored, and then the whole dominion to
us and to our heirs for ever to be reserved.—O how great were
then our honorand glory ! yea so great, that with the perils of our
bodies, loss of our lives, and the danger of death, it is to be
wished for, sought and adventured. For why should we be afraid ? -
and what is death, T pray you ? Is it any other thana short delay
or distance of time, and as it were a short sleep between this tran-
sitory life and the life eternal to come ? What is death, Isay, buta
short passage from vain and transitory things to perpetual and ever-
lasting joys? And certain it is we must all once die; for itis that in-
evitable destiny, which is common to all men, and can be eschewed of
no man: for be we idle, and do nothing worthy of perpetual fame and
memory ; or be we well occupied, whereof ensueth praise and honour:
yetdie shall we.  Then the matter being so, let them be afraid of
death, who when they die, all things die with them: but let not
them shrink or be dismayed, whose virtue and fame shall never die
but live for ever. Wherefore ye worthy men, who are ennobled
for your valiantness and famous for your virtues, let us with bold 1.1
minds and good courage give the onset upon our enemies, that in
us our noble race and ']:rugenjr be not stained, but that either bya

glorious victory, or a famous™ death, we do achieve to perpetual
fame and honour.”'* |

Notwithstanding all these preparations, no engagement ensued.
Roderic, having the fear of the Eunglish before his eyes, and con-
tinuing unwilling to risk the issue of a general action, entered into
negociations for peace ; to which M acMorrough, enjoined thereto
by his critical circumstances, without difficulty assented, The
terms agreed to were the following : First, that Dermod should
renew his homage and be recognised king of Leinster. Second,
that he should dismiss the KEnglish, when the state of his affairs
permitted. And third, that his natural son Cothurne (or Art as

some say) should be delivered asa hostage for the due performance
of the articles.¥ The second clause was secret. The hos

was delivered, and the country at peace, when Maurice Fitz-
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