GREAT LIMERICK SPORTSMEN BT /3
No. 176-MICK MACKEY of Ahane (Continued)

" ANYr are.d_ti:e L’It_rlllzu:[s kth%t By SEAMUS O’CEALLAIGH trl'Pl\ﬁgk Mackey was Lhe Eest
B DRSO e Ao . hurler that Limerick over pro-

ability as a hurler. I could not
possibly, in the space at my dis-

duced, because it can be gleened
from his achievements that he
possessed the outstanding essent-

There’s a boy who hails 'Irom
Fedamore, Paddy Clohessy

posal, reproduce anything like is his name i et

them all, but I feel that in justics| A star with lustre bright, un-|ials that will never be “equalled,
all, ] dimmed and naton.wide 20t alone in  Limerick, but

to his record, and the opinion of his- fame k throughout Ireland, and they!

were: Hurling ability, team spirit, '
physical fitness, dynamic personal-
ity, and .last but not leas:, a .
mental capacity that enabl:d him
to be in the right place at the
right time and do the right thing
in the proper way.” i

And from Hast Limerick:—

“His uncanny ball control, the

many that he was Ireland’s great-
est hurler, some should be men-
tioned. i

One of Clare’s greatest Gaels
wrote me some time ago:, “Mick
Mackey not alone was Limerick’s
best hurler, but he was the best
hurler of all times and Paddy
Clohessy was the best centre half

And from Knockainey's gtoried
mound this year a man came

in,

‘Tis Tommy Cooke, with slash
and hook, for Mick Mackey
and his men.

Then Timmy Ryan at centre

back of all times. I have seen {)igil’g}e you heard his mname | g "o whish Suety cje&'ence‘

every important championship His 119 L held his powerful thrust and at-
: 8 prowess at the ancient game | = = < :

i my Tones e o et s Jmown from shors to|Zgs, G el Mie manner 1

e . re L 4 T 22

Several poems were written ;s SEHULEy T S the high esteem and loyalty of
singing the praises of the great Mlc}fma{llgkfgéeI;fll“igna;;‘;ims;rgﬂrgl: his team mates 0 him at all

Limerick skipper, and a well- ) 2 o times, and last, but by no means
known South Limerick hurling en- Butdi'ée dv‘,l‘i%;h'“ﬁﬁg{'{dyMg’cgé;? ;gg least, his personality in general,
thusiast penned this one following his:Y men which drew :rowas wherev-1 he
nine great All Ireland successes, . went, these are some of the
in which Mick captained the| of Jim Mc artily, Feenagh's | Leasons that make Mick Mackey |
Shannonside fifteen:— pride, Mick Kennedy snd |Ireland’s greatest hurler.”
i S ; o Ned Chawke, In one of the newspapers of

Oh! Limerick 'is beautiful, as Of Peter Cregan‘ Jackie Power, |nis day this appeared:—
everybody knows, I'd like to sing and talk,! ~Mick Mackey is one of ous’
‘Tis there the early flowerets John Mackey and Dick Sfokgs’*greatest ball players, number une
spring and summers’ grand- my boys, all fought Ilike |indeed in the hurling world., His
eur grows, trojans then, success lies, apart from a power-
In days of old its men were And Jim Roche so true from | ful physique, expert control, quick ¢
boid and fought like heroes “Croom Abu,” with Mick | eve, and keenness of anticipat on
then, Mackey and his men. 1in what may be called ‘scoring
And their renown is handed! pow Paddy McMahon from | mentality’  Other forwards try
gpwn to- Mick Mackey and Ahane, I never can forget, |t0 score, Mick means {0 and'
is men. tiger in the on , 'g | does.” !
A HSeE 0 the. okser Dok, el | VIEWS OF 4 GREAT SPORTING
We followed you through Mun- Then cheers for all that gallant JOURNALIST. i
ster and we shouted for your band again and yet again,|, Dublin’s great sporting joucnal-
fame, » That great fifteen, the white |ist . P. Murphy, writing in
On Dublin’s far famed pitch and green, Mick Mackey and |the Divine Word Missionaries
we stood that bears a gilor- his men. Annual, said:— 4
5 diouhs nacllne, 5 " : “There is no accounting 1f'c'r in-
nd cheered with joy each man ‘ dividual tastes, but if asked to
and boy, each maid and| ! aﬁg_ Iﬁ?vg?ayu%orcggﬂlegﬂﬁnzg name the greatest hurler sand

matron when two Gaelic footballer 1 have ever seen,
s

We saw the sheen of white and , e v -|I feel that I would have more
green, Mick Mackey and his An%e; 1%0 cgrlneo%tésnyérelrdez‘I%%; supporters than ,opponents when
mnien. We won't talk of County Coun. |Placing leer_lcks Mick Mackey

cils, Boards of Health or|top of the list in hurling and

From Corrin’s heathelad slopes thiﬁgs akin John Joe Sheehy, leader of the
we came along by Galtee-| Angq make no boast but drink | G:2elic football stars,

more, - a toast to Mick Mackey and “Though aware of the array

Fror%a sweet Tipperary s ‘borde'r his men tnat might be tpau-atclhed by thl{JS'e
OWns, awa; IS Shannon’s " in disagreement wi my selec-
shore, S “TERRIFIC GAME.” e 1 stand by them. Wcen

From the Banner County's hills| A Limerick City reader recalls aventuring forth to pick the sec-
we came around by Ioynes|terrific game played in Castle-|ond best in each game, how-
and Glin, connell during the Emergency for |ever, the assignment almost in-

To cheer that day the grand|2a silver cup, offered by Col. Tom |firnidate: me. ~ Men like Christy

Feely, 0O.C.,, T7th Brigade.

Ring, Lory Meagher, Eadie Cough-
The contestants were the Tth :

array of Mick Mackay and A .
lan, Mick King, Martin Kenuedy,

his men.

5 Brigade (All Army Champions) |Boh Iockler, John Keane, Phil

‘Twas well we knew the game|and Ahane (Limerick County | Cahill, Mick D’Arey, Sean Og
would be both fierce and|champions). Mick Mackey, Phiily | Murphy, Peter Blanchfield, Mick
strong that day, Burns, = Paddy O'Shea, = Micky |Zijl and Paddy Clohessy—all cai-
When the Noreside boys came|O'Grady and Jim McGrath played |tying  thcir hurleys as if toev
on ‘the pitch all eager for|Wwith the army lads, but Ahane|were part of them — command
the fray, won by two points. consideration, But having ‘re-

Resolved wece they to win their | Ile comments: “I'll never forget' plavedq many epic games in mak-

way and gain the Crown|that game I think it wes theiirg s decision, the honour goes to
again, only time the two drothers played Glen Rover's Cork wizard, Christy
But we said “No? ‘twili surely|on opposite sides, and I can tell ' Ring.
go to Mick Mackey and his|You that you saw auriing at its|“pHE TERROR OF HIS TIME.”
men.” best that day.” “ I stand pat on my nomin-
Another reader, a West Lime- ation of Mackey and Sheehy as
It was a glorious sight to see,| riclk man, has this to say: the greatest players ever. Dur-
sweet ‘music filled the air,|  “Mick Mackey was the huwoan|ing the Limerick man’'s prime,
The happy throng were gathered |dynamo which motivated Jre- there were fine centre half backs
round and had no room to|land’s greatest hurling machine;|on the hurling field, but naving
spare. his the brain which conceived | seen him make a monkey of

most masterly scoring moves; his
the courage which urged Lis
comrades to greater deeds of dar-
ing; his the cheerful spirit which
added spice to the sweets of vic-

them all, T could not conceive
there ever having been a greater
hurier. The name of Tipperarys
John Maher will always be re-'
called with pride in his native

In proud parade and undis-
mayed, each side came out
to win,

We said “no doubt, ’tis coming
south to Mick Mackey and

his men.” tory, and diluted the bitter pill|geuriy. Yet one day in Thurles'

of defeat; for Mackey was, des-|] saw the Ahane idol score 4-6

To each and all of our gallant | pite his clowning, the two ends|of his own hurley in an nour |
band, a tribute 1 would pay,|and middle of a geniman. A |of magnificent achievement by

hundred scribes might place the
crown of victory on a hundred
different heads, but my history
would record the name of Mick

msny players. Strong as an ox,
and & genius to his finger tips,
Meacicey was in truth, the ter.or
of his time. The manner in which

The great Mick Mackey first of
all was the nero of the day,
And Paddy Scanlag, tried and
true, has proved his worth

again, Mackey, as the High King of Ire-|he ccuid career through a de-
Repelled attack with lightning | land’s hurling men.” fence, obiivious of swinging hur-
crack for Mick Mackey and OTHER TRIBUTES. leyrx was almost frightening m

his men. From the South we nave this its daring.”



