N the opening roung of the 1'937
Munster Championship. Lime-

r1ek short of J, McCarthy, Mick.

and Johu Mackey, beat Clare, 5-5

to 4.

The Shannenmders then enceun—-,.

tered Waterford, at Clenmel

game was
1937, a date that will net be fe'r—

gotten by Suirside, ag it marked

the commencement of a new era..
“when the

after years of earnest en-
deavour, at last joined the ranks

for Waterford hurling,
~ county,

of the top-class hurling counties.

was John Keane, then a mere
youth, who. ﬁgured in. many rare

 duels with Mick Mackey, To add:
that ‘he more than. held ‘his own |

with the famous Limerickman

~ ig sufficient tribute to hlS oreat

ability, The newspapers greeted|a

his g'reat display thus:

was .the spanner in. the Shannon-

side scoring maehme Nlrnble and.
Gn_"

fast . he Was hke a man

Sprmgs

Charlie Ware hit a purple patch,

with & tremendous dis-

crowning
great achievement,

play a career of

whust Johnnie Fanning, Mick %uw-—;
ic-i1

ley, Jimmie Mountam,  Mick
key, -Christy —~ Moylan, Declang
Goode, Wﬂhe Barron and Tom:

Greaney, wetre others: that contri-:
buted their share to a great ecca—-;

smn
| DRAMATIC FINISH
Paddy Scanlan’s name - ‘Wlll

Limerick’s hardest won SUCCESS,;
especially for the ‘three
shots 'he c¢leared in that many
seeends of one of the most drama-
tic finishes I remember in hurlmg |
Dave Clohessy’s - swift. opening
point, his’ beaut1fu1 goal from Me-
Mahon’s -foot pass, ang that last:
wonder goal - almeet with the final.
whistle, that turned.what Seemed
certain. defeat to a - ‘br1111ant Vflc-c
tory were unforgettable.
tumult and the, cheering, ]‘_amerlek
qualified. for - ‘their fifth Munster
final in & row, 3-4 to 3-2. -
Limerick. met thelr Waterloe in:
that final, playe at Cork "Athletic:
Grounds, and in which they were|
beaten bv Tipperary, 6-3 to 4-3. ‘The-
press reports described it as ‘“‘one
- of the greateet hurling matcheg of.
recént years,” and . speaking  of
Mick® Mackev said: “The L1merick
captain has played many fine |
- games when on -a winning team,
but yesterday he. Was magmﬁcent
in defeat.”
_ For . one  great TLimerick caman’
wielder, it was his ‘last game, for:
Mickey Crosg retired frem nur-,
ling fellewmg this final — bringing.
to the side line a recotrd of -achieve-
ment that is not often surpassed.
J ehnny Ryan wae the star of the

Eﬁx X %

“The
played on  July 4th,]

“The fair-|

haired =~ Mount ~ Sion .youth, who
shone a few years ago as & minor,

rasping |

1937 All-Ireland demder was Killar-

'cemfertably, 52 to 1- 1,

'IRyan ‘not yet recovered from &
late ﬂlness turned out, while Mick
:Maeke y, although euffermg* from a

b”el
forever. hnked with the eecurmg ofi

Fower,

In the}
achievement that no other 'hurlmg.

1 ster, 6-2 to 4-3, in the 1938 Railway
' C‘up Final, The
} T, Me(}arthy P Clohessy, T. Ryan,

' Mick Mackey and John Mackey,
| who figured as full forward, Jimmy |

| the Cappamore . lads,
?_and Jack Lynch of Cerk
jas a
{ said the following mernmg‘ “There
t was hard hitting
| final, &ng_over vigorous ‘exchanges,
i In
MICk Mackev
| leading . role, featured the cleemg'-
1 stages.,””

1'the opening round
1 Munstet Champlenehlp, at Thurles,
themselves beaten - by!
| Waterford, at Dungarvan,” 62 to
11-3, inha
| perary beat Clare, at Limerick, but
| Tost on an ebjectien the- “Oeoney
| case arousing considerable confro-
| versy at the time. Waterford: wen
{ Munster
| Dublin “in the All-Ireland final.

.;.;hllrlmg
“Paddy; brether ef Mlck and - Jehn'«,

 {hit" the’ hurling®

| ton, Tony
- bore,

1 nene ether than
Nicky Rackard, then a student at !

Cooney

casion

;Gwens, J. McCarthy, Jo Roche

Sixty-five games ip . Ireland, Eng-

| That is an achievernent that will
take some” beating! - '

who ﬂgured as; full wfer*s.?s.rarf.z’.l__f_en

T1pperary half-back lme in WhICh
John Maher also shone. Ji immy
and- Jack Gleeson wop the
bulk of the midfield duels; Whllst
Jimmy -Coffey, "Sweeper”
Tommy Doyle and Willie
nell were great in attack.

The Premier County lads crowned

O’]Jen-

‘2 fine achievement that season by

Kilkenny  for the Blue

defeatmg
in -the . only " final played

Riband,

| outside  of Croke Park s
Best man of-the thirty thatday a ince -the

Noresiders beat.them at Cork, for
the 1909 title, The venue for the

ney..
N ATI()NAL LEAGUE
| GAMPAIGN .
That Limerick Weére far from
spent. force was demonstrated in

cammpaign. . Victories: over Water-

ford (5-5 te 4-1), Cork 3-3 'to, 3-2),

Clare (3-8 "to 1-3), and Kllkenny
1215 41 te ]_..3) u;ahﬁed them for the
na '

The pair met at. Thurles,

“Recorder”

-“Irish Indep endent’” wrote of
that game: “It adds to the merit|
of leenck’ " ¥ictory that' Tim

1 boil on, his side did not epare hlm—
self durmg a trym ‘hour.”

The attendance ‘at that game
was 15495, - dng gate receipts,
£1,213 14s. 9d -—a, record for a

Natmnal Hurling ILieague final.
Theé Limerick téeam on that oc-

was: Paddy Scanlan, M.

Pewer T, McCarthy, M, Kennedy,

‘Hootball

- Ryan, |

| Cralway

the subsequent National League this meeting

mement

P, OCarroll, P. C'lohessy - J.
T Ryan, P. “Walsh, J. Mac-
key, M ‘Mackey,  P. Cre an, -D.|
giave Shannonside
title in ‘a ‘row, an:

This  wvictorsy
its. fifth Leagu

county has Stlleeeeded in- appreach_'
{ing.

WON 58 OUT OF 65 G—AIV[ES

Over the periog from OCtOer
15th, 1933, whén Limerick won its
first game of the 1933/4 League
campaign, - to April 24th, 1938,
when. the ﬁfth fitle was seeured
the Shannonmde hurlers played

land ahd .America, agamst all the
great "hurlinig counties, Of these,
they won .-no léss than fifty-eight,
they dqrew four and only lost three.

"Lhe first day,

Six Limeérick players ﬁg'ured on
the Munster Slde that beat Lein-

were: P. Scanlan,

Coffey of Newport, now trainer of.

came oh
sub. The “Irish Inde endent”

in - the hurlmg

. which Ned Wade (Lemeter) and
{Munster) filled a

Cork- beat leerlck 5-4 to 2-5, in
of the” 1938

but were

cirenchmg downpour. Tip-

honours,  but lost

to
THIRD %AOKEY IN THE

A third Meekev'" cathe into the
.picture. _ ins: €arly. . - 1929,

. 1113
[ tear. thats beat luc

Southern - side includeq

years:
Herbert, Harry
and Kevin

forward on
the eévergreen

| St. Kieran’s College Kilkenny,
Paddy Maekeys antlmelv death__

also played .

e PR e Y “\”hewdv“ . 7 :
3 d ok 9 R i 4 6 s USRS B ol - Col-11In the elty fer prebablv a hundred---
'-“legres ﬁnal Celleagues en that great | - :
many who|
‘headlines in after

Dr. Dick Stokes,. Vin Bas-

Goulds- | thusiasm.
MeGrath Full-|

the T.einster side. was |

of Aha ne (Contmued)

a few years later wae a blg loss te-_

Both John and Mic_k- Mackey.
were members of the Limerick
teamn that won ‘Munster Junior
honours in -1939.'- The
brothers, with Jacky Power,
starred in the defeat of Cork, at
Dromcollogher, 4-6 to 2-9. John and
Mick figured together at mldﬁeld'
ir - the All-Ireland semi-final,
in which Reseemmen beat
Limerick, 2-9 to 2-4, aiter a stirr-
ing struggle A few years later the.
Wiestern lads were hitiing the All--
Ireland senior football hmehght in
Croke Park ang captured two All-:
.Ireland erewne in brilliant fashion.

THE 1939 MUNSTER FI;NAL |
With victories over Tipperary, 3- 3

[ hurling.

'By SEAMUS .’CEALLAIGH .

- to 2-0, and Clare, 55 to 1-1, Lime-

rick quahﬁed for the 1939 Muneter\
Final v. Cork. Played at Thurles,
attracieg 40,986 spec-
tators  (""Gawe” £2,953), which was
ten thousand more than the pre-

vious Munster best. - |
The press said of this mateh “A

Whlch their opponents ! game tnat will not be forgotten for

proved nene other than All-Irelang
_champlens Tipperary.

many a day is but a poor descrip-

'tion of a tfinal that must rank as.

| on
April 24th, 1938, and Limerwk won

one of the greatest classies ever:
seen in the South, the issue hang-’
ing by a thread for sixty minufes, .
and one fell Sorfy that anybody
won or lost a struggle that Lkept:
the record crowd on their toes for

the hour. Level scoring and fluc-

tuating . fortunes never left a dull:
and rlght up to the 1ast1
secondg it was anybody’'s - game.!|

Limerick, holding a point lead,l
were bemg hailed as victors as the:
game entereed the last lap, but to!
dash thée Cup from their lips thereI
was a dramatic Cork rally, ang a:
great goal. For a moment there!
was a lull as the umpires consul-.
ted, but when the green flag was:
ralsed Cork were Munster ehamp-:
ions once mere, after eight years

of waliting.” f
Limierick won the Oueachtasi

'Treph - when thev beat Kllkennyi

(All-Ireland champions} 4-4 to 2-9, ;
later that season.

In the opening round of the 19402
Championship, Limerick were held:

| to level scéofing by Waterford, at;
1 Killarney,

4-2 to 3-—5 but won the:
re-play, at Clonmel, 3~5 to 8-3. |

In" the Munster Final two meet-.
ings were also necessary. Cork and.
Limerick finished . level, 3-6 to 4-3,}
but Limerlek won ai
week later, 3-3 to 2-4. Thew,r wereh
thrﬂl—paeked struggles. _ ;

Lining out for a vital ehampmn*;
ship game the third Sunday in sue-.
cession, Limerick {triumpheg - over
Galway, at. Ennis, 3-6 to: 0—5 and .
thg way was clear for another All-:
Ireland final, with KXilkenny once.
more prev1d1ng the opposition.

For the second . time, Mick Mac-

key captained an All-Ireland side
When he led Limerick to wvictory,
3-7 to- 1-7, before a crowd of

149260 a gleat muster under wari
i ‘lee condltlens

- THE WAY HE TOOK' |

A press report of that game had,
this to say of the Limerick skip-|
per: “Twelve sténe seven of dyn-
amic, devastating energy, Mick
Mackey didn’t bother to run ringsl
round the Kilkenny defence. The
straight line, shortest distance be-
tween any twe poiits, was the way
he look, with the ball magnetised |
to his hurley, brushing aside the|
OppOSItIOI'l bv ‘sheer force of per---_f
sonality.” ;
Limerick also won All-Ireland
minor hurlmg honours that dav,-
and the double Success areueed reu ;
markable. enthusiasin. |
The homecoming of the teams
was a memorable event. Army lor-
ries decorated with the Litherick

colours carried the members ot
the teams at the head of a  pro-
céssion, estorteg by six band
threugh streets - crowded - w:tth_.
cheering people, - F
- Very Rev. H. Canon Punch PP,
.f:.Ghauman of - the.County. Board,

thenking the- popllace for their |
receeptmn ef taj;he plavere, sa1d,#that#;

years

. The appearanee ef MICI{ Mackev._
holdmg the - All-Ireland Cup aloft,
was greeted with ‘unbounded en- -
There was . tremendeus-
cheering 2s he addreéessed the huge
&athering, &aying thee were . glad
to be able to live up- to the high
ideals of the GLAA. and were ex-

ceedingly proud of their Wln over
a ‘great Kilkennv team. |




