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This recovery rate is down slightly 

compared to 2005 (22.7%) as landfill 

increased by over 15 per cent in 

2006. Uncollected household waste 

is estimated as over 205,000 tonnes 

in 2006.

In the same period, commercial 

waste generation grew by over 7.4 

per cent to more than 1.3 million 

tonnes, of which 54.7 per cent was 

recovered and the rest landfilled.

Packaging waste is an important 

waste stream and has been growing 

strongly in recent years, increasing 

by 11 per cent to over 1 million 

tonnes in 2006. While recovery of 

packaging waste increased by 8 

percentage points to a 57.3 per cent 

rate overall, landfilling of packaging 

waste also increased, by 15.5 per 

cent, outstripping the gains made in 

recovery.

Hazardous Waste

By definition, hazardous waste has 

specific properties that make it 

potentially harmful to human health 

and the environment. In 2006, over 

284,000 tonnes of hazardous waste 

was generated – a reduction of 8 

per cent compared to 2004 but an 

increase of 10 per cent compared 

to 2001. Almost 135,000 tonnes 

(47%) was exported, approximately 

half of which was sent for thermal 

treatment. The largest quantity of 

hazardous waste was generated 

by industry and included solvents, 

waste oils, sludges and chemical 

wastes. However, households, 

small businesses, farms, healthcare 

and construction also generated 

large quantities of waste batteries, 

electrical equipment, healthcare 

risk waste, paint, sheep dip and 

fluorescent lamps. In addition, almost 

407,000 tonnes of contaminated soil 

was removed from contaminated 

sites for treatment, with 90 per cent 

of this taking place abroad.

An estimated 30,000 tonnes of 

hazardous waste from households, 

small businesses and farms was 

classified as unreported in 2006 (EPA, 

2008c). This means that particular 

products with hazardous properties 

were placed on the market but 

did not appear in commensurate 

amounts in the formal hazardous 

waste management system. 

Therefore, it is likely that this waste 

is mixed with general refuse and 

ends up, inappropriately, in landfills 

that are not designed to handle 

hazardous material.
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Figure 10.3 Trends in Municipal Waste Generation 2002–2006: 
Increase over previous year indicated beside each bar  
(Source: EPA, 2008a) 
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Figure 10.4 Trends in Recovery and Disposal of Municipal Waste 
(Source: EPA, 2008a)
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