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waste charges. An international 

review of national waste policy, 

currently underway, needs to be 

completed without delay to provide 

certainty to investors in the sector.

Waste Management 
Planning

Sound management of waste 

protects human health and the 

quality of the environment while 

supporting the conservation of 

natural resources. In Ireland, there are 

10 regional waste management plans 

in place and all were reviewed in 

2004/5. These plans include provision 

for prevention activities in addition 

to segregation, collection, recovery, 

recycling and disposal of general 

waste. However, there is a need 

to coordinate the implementation 

of these plans nationally and their 

implementation needs to be reported 

on at least annually to ensure 

that satisfactory progress is being 

maintained.

It should be noted that the EPA 

licenses all landfill and most 

hazardous waste facilities and 

enforces these licences through its 

Office of Environmental Enforcement. 

The local authorities regulate the 

collection and movement of waste 

as well as many waste recycling 

facilities (SI 820 of 2007; SI 821 of 

2007). A target for the recycling of 

35 per cent of municipal waste by 

2013 was exceeded in 2006, with a 

36.1 per cent rate achieved (DELG, 

1998; EPA, 2008a). A more ambitious 

target may now be appropriate to 

keep driving this recycling effort 

forward. However, the target to 

divert 50 per cent of household 

waste from landfill by 2013 is still 

some distance away, with only a 22.2 

per cent recovery rate being recorded 

in 2006. A national strategy to deal 

with biodegradable waste has been 

published (DEHLG, 2006). There is 

an urgent need to implement this 

strategy fully and quickly, as Ireland 

is still some distance from meeting its 

Landfill Directive targets in this regard 

(Figure 10.5; EC, 1999).

A National Hazardous Waste 

Management Plan (2008–2012) 

was published in September 2008 

to replace the original plan (EPA, 

2001, 2008c). This plan includes 

detailed recommendations for a 

targeted prevention programme to 

reduce hazardous waste arisings. 

Recommendations are also made 

to improve collection rates radically 

in order to reduce the amount 

of unreported hazardous waste. 

A national move towards self-

sufficiency in the management of 

hazardous waste is recommended 

given that 47 per cent of hazardous 

waste was exported in 2006 (EPA, 

2008a). A number of legacy issues 

are identified including closed 

landfills and contaminated soil and 

harbour sediments. This plan needs 

to be implemented in full by all 

relevant stakeholders.

Industrial Waste

Many of the larger manufacturing 

and mining companies in Ireland 

are subject to EPA licensing under 

the IPPC licensing regime, and are 

required to minimise their emissions 

and waste arisings continually. 

These licences are enforced through 

the EPA’s Office of Environmental 

Enforcement. The National Waste 

Prevention Programme (NWPP-

see topic box) is also working 

to accelerate the prevention of 

industrial waste through its projects. 

In addition, the related Solvent and 

Decorative Paint Regulations provide 

for the regulation and periodic 

inspection of many smaller solvent-

using commercial activities by way 

of Accredited Inspection Contractor 

(AIC) schemes (SI 543 of 2002; SI 

199 of 2007).

Producer Responsibility 
Initiatives

A number of priority waste streams 

have been identified at national 

and EU levels such as those with 

large mass flows, with particular 

environmental impacts and 

containing hazardous or scarce 

substances. Producer Responsibility 

Initiatives (PRIs) are increasingly being 

introduced to require businesses 
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Figure 10.5 Biodegradable Waste Diversion from Landfill: Progress 
against Targets (Source: EPA, 2008a; EC, 1999)
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