
I reland      ’ s  E nvironment           2 0 0 8150

involved in the manufacture, 

importation and sale of particular 

products or materials to take financial 

and physical responsibility for the 

recovery or proper disposal of these 

goods at the end of their useful 

life. Regulations to implement PRIs 

for packaging, farm plastics, waste 

electrical and electronic equipment 

(WEEE), tyres and end-of-life vehicles 

(ELVs) have been put in place to deal 

with these specific waste streams (SI 

341 of 2001; SI 340 of 2005; SI 282 

of 2006; SI 664 of 2007; SI 798 of 

2007). Substantial progress has been 

made in relation to packaging waste 

recovery, with a rate of 57.3 per cent 

achieved in 2006 compared to a 

target of 60 per cent to be achieved 

by 2011 (EPA, 2008a). Efforts must 

now be focused on the Packaging 

Prevention Programme co-sponsored 

by NWPP and Repak, given that 

packaging waste arising exceeded  

1 million tonnes in 2006.

The Irish Farm Films Producers 

Group (IFFPG) is responsible for 

collecting farm plastics (bale wrap 

and bags) from farms for recycling 

in accordance with the Farm Plastics 

Regulations (SI 341 of 2001). In 

2005 and 2006, 8,595 and 3,959 

tonnes, respectively, of farm plastics 

was collected by IFFPG and other 

contractors and exported to Scotland 

for recycling as garden furniture. In 

2007, regional events were held to 

collect backlogs of farm plastics.

Ireland introduced the WEEE 

Regulations in 2005 and good 

progress has been made in recovering 

this particular waste stream. In 

2006, more than 52,000 tonnes of 

WEEE was collected, 65 per cent 

of which was recovered in Ireland 

with the balance exported to other 

EU countries. Over 30,000 tonnes 

of this WEEE was reported to have 

come from households, representing 

a per capita collection rate of 7.4 kg, 

which exceeds the EU target of 4 kg 

per person by 2006. However, a high 

collection rate implies that consumer 

product replacement rates are very 

high. There is a need to consider eco-

design in the marketing of electrical 

products and to encourage repair/

reuse of electrical equipment before 

it becomes waste. Ambitious material 

recovery rates for WEEE must be 

Figure 10.6 Recovery of Packaging Waste and Progress towards 
Targets 2001–2006 (Source: EPA, 2008a)
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National Waste Prevention Programme

A National Waste Prevention 

Programme (NWPP) led by the EPA 

commenced in 2004 to mobilise 

action in this important area. To 

date, three annual reports have 

been published illustrating progress 

made with this programme. The 

programme includes the Local 

Authority Prevention Demonstration 

Programme, the Green Business 

Initiative, the Packaging Prevention 

Programme, Accredited Prevention 

Training and the Green Home 

Programme. Additionally, the 

National Waste Report is now 

published annually and the 

revision and implementation of 

the National Hazardous Waste 

Management Plan are being actively 

pursued. Enforcement and support 

are provided as appropriate for 

Producer Responsibility Initiatives 

including Waste Electrical & 

Electronic Equipment, Packaging, 

Restriction of Hazardous 

Substances, Solvents and Decorative 

Paints. The regulations in relation 

to Ozone Depleting Substances, 

Persistent Organic Pollutants 

and Polychlorinated Biphenyls 

are implemented within NWPP 

also. There is particular focus on 

biodegradable waste as well as 

water and energy resource use.

To date, over €5 million has been 

committed to the programme 

from the Environment Fund. 

However, the overall scale of 

the programme will need to be 

increased significantly to match the 

rapid growth of consumption in 

order to have any realistic chance 

of impacting on national waste 

arisings. All stakeholders in the 

economy need to engage fully with 

more environmentally conscious 

production and consumption to 

assure a safer and more sustainable 

future for everyone.

For more information, see  

www.nwpp.ie




