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update, covering County Louth 
and the Greater Dublin Area, was 
commissioned for 2006 as part 
of the Urban Environment Project 
(UEP, 2006). An extract from the 
2006 UEP update to the MOLAND 
land use map for Dublin and 
environs is shown as Map 11.1.

Occurrence of Land 
Cover/Land Use Classes
The relative distribution of land 
cover/land use classes in Ireland, 
according to Corine Land Cover for 
2000, is shown in Figure 11.1. The 
major land cover class in 2000 was 
pasture (55%), followed by wetlands 
(16%), water (9%) and forests (8%). 
Forests now occupy 10 per cent of 
national land cover. The Corine Land 
Cover update for 2006 is expected 
to show that the total national 
artificial land area increased by over 
20 per cent between 2000 and 2006. 
(`Artificial land’ includes residential 
land, industrial and commercial areas, 
transport infrastructure, urban green 
spaces and recreational areas, such 
as playing fields and golf courses, 
and excludes agricultural, forestry, 
wetlands and water.)

Urban Settlements

The principal causes of recent land 
use changes in urban areas have 
been the development of housing 
and associated commercial services 
built to cater for the growth in 
the population and the migration 
to suburbs, satellite towns and 
villages. Figure 11.2 shows the level 
of changes in MOLAND land cover 
classes in the Greater Dublin Area 
between 2000 and 2006, derived 
from a preliminary analysis of the UEP 
MOLAND 2006 update dataset.

In 2006 2.57 million people, or just 
over 60 per cent of the population, 
resided in 600 urban areas, i.e. cities, 
towns and villages with a population 
of 1500 or greater (CSO, 2006). While 
the population of the state increased 
by 8.2 per cent between 2002 and 

2006, established inner city areas 
showed only a small increase. The core 
(legally defined) city areas of Limerick 
and Cork both recorded a loss of 
population; however, there was a net 
increase when the suburbs and environs 
were taken into account. Galway city 
core recorded a moderate increase. The 
greatest percentage increase in county 
population (22.2%) occurred in Fingal, 
on the periphery of Dublin City. These 
figures confirm that the urban spillover, 
into hitherto rural areas, identified in 
the 1990s is continuing.

Figure 11.3 shows the change in 
artificial land use in the Greater 
Dublin Area between 2000 and 2006 
derived from a preliminary analysis of 
the UEP MOLAND 2006 update dataset. 
Increases in the extent of artificial  
land use in Fingal and the counties 
surrounding Dublin are quite marked.
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Figure 11.2 Percentage Land Cover Changes in the Greater Dublin 
Area between 2000 and 2006 (Source: Data, JRC/UII; Analysis, EPA)
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Figure 11.3 Artificial Land Use (MOLAND) by County in the Greater  
Dublin Area (GDA), 2000 and 2006 (Source: Data, JRC/UII; Analysis, EPA)
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Figure 11.1 Land Cover/Land Use 
in Ireland, 2000 (Source: EEA/EPA)

Artificial areas 1.8%

Arable land & permanent crops 7.2%

Pastures 55.1%

Forests 8.4%

Semi-natural vegetation 2.0%

Open spaces/bare soils 0.7%

Wetlands 15.8%

Water 9.1% 




