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12.4 per cent respectively in 2006. 

The combined emissions of the 

other GHGs – HFC, PFC and SF6 

– accounted for approximately 1 per 

cent of total emissions in 2006. The 

combustion sources in the energy, 

transport, industry and commercial 

and residential sectors accounted for 

the bulk of the CO2 emissions. The 

CH4 emissions were produced mainly 

in the agriculture and waste sectors, 

and most of the N2O emissions were 

generated in agriculture.

Drivers of GHG 
Emissions
The largest increases in CO2 

emissions have taken place in the 

transport sector. CO2 emissions from 

transport sources, which are largely 

accounted for by road traffic in 

Ireland, increased by 170 per cent 

between 1990 and 2006, due to 

sustained growth in the numbers of 

passenger cars and goods vehicles 

and in the associated consumption 

of automotive fuels (Figure 3.6). This 

trend is exaggerated somewhat in 

latter years by so-called fuel-tourism, 

Greenhouse           Gas    E missions         and    Climate       Chan    g e

Figure 3.2 GHG Emissions 1990–2006 (Source: EPA, 2008) 
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Figure 3.3 Distance to Ireland’s Kyoto Limit (Source: EPA, 2008) 
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National Total Baseline Kyoto Limit (as 5 year average)

Figure 3.4 GHG Emissions  
per capita of EU-27 Member 
States for 1990 and 2005  
(Source: EEA, 2007)
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