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The highest PM10 was recorded in 

Ennis, Waterford and Navan. Levels 

were also relatively high at Carnsore 

Point, a rural station in Co. Wexford. 

This site is very close to the sea, and 

the high levels are due to windblown 

sea salt. In Dublin and Cork cities 

levels of PM10 are higher at traffic-

influenced sites than at background 

locations. Levels have been stable for 

the past five years because increased 

traffic levels are offset by the lower 

emissions from modern vehicles.

Figure 4.1 shows the number of 

days exceeding 50 µg/m3 recorded 

at Winetavern Street (city centre), 

Rathmines (suburban) and Phoenix 

Park (urban background) in Dublin 

from 1998 to 2007. Concentration 

Figure 4.1 Number of Days with PM10 Concentrations Greater than 50 µg/m3 1998–2007 (Source: EPA) 
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Map 4.2 Air Quality Monitoring Stations in 2007 (Source: EPA, 2008)




