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the emission totals from individual 

countries using an effects-based and 

cost-effective approach designed to 

achieve quantified environmental 

objectives in the abatement of 

acidification, eutrophication and 

ground-level ozone. A range of 

supporting EU legislation specific to 

sources, gases or fuels (Table 4.1) is 

contributing to the progress towards 

attainment of the NEC Directive 

limits that is currently evident for the 

majority of member states.

Progress towards National 
Emissions Ceilings in Ireland 

The NEC Directive prescribes 

emissions ceilings for SO2, NOX, VOCs 

and NH3 to be achieved in 2010 

based on the level of emissions in 

1990. The 2006 position with respect 

to the 2010 emissions ceilings is 

given in Figure 4.8 and Table 4.2 

and the trends in the emissions of 

these gases in Ireland are shown in 

Figure 4.9a through Figure 4.9d. The 

progress indicated is typical of most 

Member States, i.e. the ceilings for 

SO2, VOCs and NH3 are expected to 

be achieved or surpassed but there 

is considerable difficulty in reducing 

NOX emissions to the level required.

There has been a major reduction 

in SO2 emissions since 1998 across 

all major contributing sectors, 

which corresponds to 87 per cent 

achievement of the SO2 ceiling by 

2006. This is due to a substantial 

shift from heavy fuel oil to natural 

gas in electricity generation and in 

industry, reductions in the sulphur 

content of fuel oil and gas oil, and 

decreased use of coal and peat in 

the residential sector. The application 

of flue gas desulphurisation at the 

Moneypoint coal-fired electricity 

station, which produces up to 30 

kt SO2 annually, will bring national 

emissions of SO2 below the 42 kt 

ceiling.

Figure 4.8 Progress towards National Emissions Ceilings (Source: EPA)
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