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fraction was reported as being at 

almost 89 per cent. Of the remaining 

fraction of C&D waste (e.g. blocks, 

concrete, wood, plastics), only 35.8 

per cent was reported as being 

recovered. Industrial waste arises in 

industrial, mining and quarrying as 

well as from electricity, gas and water 

supply activities.

Overall, an estimated 9.2 million 

tonnes of industrial waste was 

generated in 2006, down 4.4 per 

cent on 2004. Mining and quarrying 

waste, at almost 4.8 million tonnes, 

is dominated by a small number of 

large facilities, which are regulated 

under the EPA Integrated Pollution 

Prevention and Control (IPPC) 

licensing regime. Over 80 per cent 

of industrial waste, including mining 

tailings, was either recovered or 

disposed of on-site of generation.

Non-hazardous manufacturing waste 

generated in 2006 amounted to over 

3.8 million tonnes while hazardous 

waste from this sector amounted 

to less than 250,000 tonnes. Waste 

generated in relation to electricity, 

gas and water supply amounted to 

under 350 thousand tonnes. The 

recovery of industrial waste increased 

from 35.4 per cent in 2004 to 37.8 

per cent in 2006.

Municipal Waste

Municipal waste is made up of 

waste from households and from 

commercial and other activities 

such as shops, offices, educational 

establishments and hospitals. To the 

general public, this is the most visible 

waste stream as it can be seen every 

day in wheelie bins, black bags and 

skips, or sometimes discarded in 

inappropriate locations. Municipal 

waste generation has been growing 

consistently since 2002 and increased 

by 11.3 per cent to almost 3.4 million 

tonnes in 2006 alone (Figure 10.3).

In terms of management, the 

amount of municipal waste landfilled 

increased by 8 per cent to almost 

2 million tonnes in 2006. While 

recovery of municipal waste also 

increased to over 1.1 million tonnes 

(36%), over 75 per cent of the 

recyclable waste collected was 

exported for material recycling in 

2006 (Figure 10.4).

Biodegradable municipal waste 

(BMW) typically comprises food 

and garden waste, wood, paper, 

cardboard and textiles, which can 

undergo biological decomposition. 

Approximately 74 per cent of 

household and commercial waste 

is biodegradable. In 2006, almost 

2.3 million tonnes of BMW was 

generated in Ireland with 37.9 per 

cent of this being recovered and the 

remainder (over 1.4 million tonnes) 

landfilled. The landfilling of BMW 

can contribute to significant odours 

at landfills as well as the generation 

of greenhouse gases (e.g. methane) 

over the longer term.

In 2006, household waste generation 

(another component of municipal 

waste) increased by over 13 per 

cent to more than 1.9 million 

tonnes. Almost 400,000 tonnes of 

this waste was recovered (22.2 %) 

with the remainder being landfilled. 

Table 10.1 Total Waste Generation in 2006 (Source: EPA, 2008a)

Waste Category Tonnes %

Construction and demolition waste 16,819,904 54.8

Mining and quarrying waste 4,782,614 15.6

Manufacturing waste 3,818,711 12.4

Municipal waste 3,384,606 11.0

End-of-life vehicles and scrap metal1 744,136 2.4

Contaminated soil 406,904 1.3

Energy, gas and water supply waste 333,341 1.1

Hazardous waste 314,072 1.0

Urban wastewater sludges 59,827 0.2

Drinking water sludges (wet weight)2 30,047 0.1

Drinking water sludges (dry solids)3 9,987 0.0

Dredge spoils4 0 0.0

Total 30,704,149 100.0

1 Commission of the European Communities v. Kingdom of Spain, 8 

September 2005 (C-121/03) and Commission of the European Communities  

v. Kingdom of Spain, 8 September 2005 (C-416/02), available at  

www.curia.eu.int. 2 Excludes municipal metals as these are already counted 

in the municipal waste stream. 3 The quality of this dataset is poor. In 2006, 

eight local authorities did not report on drinking water sludges generated in 

their functional areas. Some local authorities reported drinking water sludge 

as wet weight and others as dry solids. This figure represents the best estimate 

available. 4 Dredging was not carried out in 2006 at EPA-licensed operations.




