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Millipedes (their name means ‘thousand
legs’) actually have 47-197 pairs of legs,
depending on the species. They like

dark damp places, where they eat dead
vegetation, in turn providing food for
birds, badgers and mice. When in danger
millipedes curl up to protect their soft
undersides.
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Green Arches Moth

Leamhan Stuaghlas
Ireland has more than soo moth species.
The green arches moth lives in old
woodland, and like many woodland
maoths, it eats tree leaves. The adult

is brilliantly camouflaged amidst the
woodland foliage. As with other moths, it
is a favourite food for bats.
Fa breis agus 500 speiceas de leamhain in
Eirinn. Maireann an leamhan stuaghlas
eanchoillearnaign agus faol mar a
eamhain coillearna
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The cute little wren is one of Ireland’s
smallest, most common birds. It has

a round body and a tail that sticks up
distinctively. Its nest is ball-shaped, with
a small hole in the side for access. It eats

small insects and their larvae.

1 an i beag gleoite seo inn d
1 T1E0T] 1 iIE' W =R | [ = 0
I CiON[ LERRTTT &l L |

pann in ai 1 nii Blonn |

Long-eared Owl
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An Ceann Cait

This mottled brown owl is an excellent
woodland predator. Its orange eyes have
special night vision to hunt out small
mammals among the woodland layers,
Instead of making their own nests,
long-eared owls use vacant squirrels’

dreys and old stick-nests of crows and

sparrowhawks.
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Badger

An Broc

Badgers have long claws to dig in the
woodland soil for worms, beetles and
the roots of plants like bluebells and wild
garlic. They live in family units in large
‘setts’ underground, built with tree roots
as ceiling rafters. Common but shy, they
are seldom seen.
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Red Squlrrel

An tlora Rua

Ousted by competition from the
introduced and more adaptable grey
squirrel, red squirrels are becoming rarer
in Ireland. They live in round nests called
‘dreys’ - framed with twigs and lined

with moss and grass — high up in the tree

canopy.
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Wood Mouse
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To avoid predation, wood mice feed
nocturnally on tree seeds like acorns,
hazelnuts and ash keys, as well as insects,
snails, worms, wild berries, fungi, moss
and tree bark. They can move about the
woodland quickly by climbing and even
jumping from branch to branch.
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An Cat Crainn

P

The ‘tree cat’'—the Irish name for the pine
marten - describes it well. This elusive
carnivore is found mostly in the west of
Ireland. It hunts mainly by night, eating
worms, beetles, snails, frogs, mice, small

birds and birds’ eggs, as well as forest fruits.
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