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¢ TO THE READER.

. "'_F!"lt

II*

. This Rpor is-a prefent printed and circu-

 lated for the purpofe merely of procuring further
information, refpecting the flate and hufbandry of
this diftriét, and of enabling every one interefled in
#h*MM# country, to examine it fully, and
condribute bis mite to ils improvement.

e 'S:Jrffi'j do not deem themfelves pledged to any
gpinion ;g'i*veﬂ by the Author of this Survey; and
they defirey that Hﬁ{.:ﬂi; contained in it be confee
dered as their [entiments ; they have only publifbed
ity as the report of the gentleman, whofe name is
affixed, and they publifh it, for the comments and
obfervations of all perfons, which they entreat to be
given freely and without referve.

it is therefore requefledy that the obfervations
on reading this work may be returned to the Dublin

Saciety, as foon as may be convenient, and which

will meet with the fullef} attention in a future edi-
tion.



PREFACE.

The objeéts enquired after in compiling this
Report, embraced fo complicated a variety, and
the fources of information were fo various, that

it was impoflible agreement on all the points and
perfeétion could be the refult. It is to be fubmit-
ted, therefore, to the principal gentlemen of Lei-
trim, for fuch correfion and improvement as they
may deem neceflary ; out of which, after their
obfervations fhall have been returned, a {elettion is
to be made for re-publication. I have adopted
" asan index the arrangement of the fubjet matter
furnifhed by the Dublin Society.

punein, maxca 1802,

SUGGESTIONS



ERRATA.,

Page 28, line 5 and 6, from top, for it is ewell read it is feldom well:

05 reii=n T, from bottom, for / ﬁﬂ” undertake read [ ﬁdﬂ |
not underiake,
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-
FOR GENTLEMEN WHO SHALL UNDERTAKE THE FORMING OF

AGRICULTURAL SURVETS.
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GEOGRAFPHICAL STATE AND CIRCUMSTANCES,

Situation and Extent,
Divifions,

Climate,

Soil and Surface,
Minerals,

Water.
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i

AGRICULTURE.

Mode of culture,
Extent of it, and of each fpecies of grain fowed,
Courfe of crops,

Ule of oxen—how harpefled,

Nature and ufe of implements of hulbandry,
Markets for grain,

Ule of green food in winter.

J—
PASTURE.

Nature of it.

Breed of cattle—how far improved,

how far capable of further improveément,
Markets or Fairs for them,

Genen)
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General prices,
Modes of feeding—how far houled in wanter,

Natural grafles, | y o v s
Artificial graffes, - | ' |
Mode of hay-making, | W WINTITRIO 28
Dairies, their produce, | e e
Prices of hides, tallow, wool, and quinu'r:r FATF .
——

FARMS.

Their fize,

Farm houfes,and offices,
Mode of repairing them, whether by landlord or tenant,

Nature of tenures,

General {tate of leafes,
~— of particular claufes therein, .

Taxes or Cefles paid by tenants,
Proportion of working horfes or bullocks, to the fize of fa.mu.

General fize of fields, or enclofures,
Nature of fences,

Mode of hedge-rows, and keeping hcdgcs.
Mode of draining,

Nature of manures.
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GENERAL SUBJECTS,
Population,

Number and fize of villages and towns,

Habitation, fuel, food and cloathing of the lower rank—their
general coft,

Price of wages, labour and provifions, gy

State of tithe, its general amount on each article—what arti-
cles are exempt, and what charged by modus,

Ule of beer and {pirits—whether cither or which is increafing,

State of roads, bridges, &c.

— of navigations and navigable rivers,

— of filheries, g
tate
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State of education, fchools, and charitable inflitutions,

——— of abfentee and refident proprietors,

—— of circulation of money or paper,

—— of farming or agricultural focieties,

of manufactures, whether increafing,

of encouragement to them, and the peculiar aptnefls of

the fituation for their extenfion,

—— of mills of every kind,

= of plantations and planting, .

—— of the effeéts of the encouragement heretofore given to
them by the Society, particularifed in the lift annexed.

~—— of any improvements which may occur, for future ep-
couragement, and particularly for the prefervation of
the trees, when planted, -

~—— of nurferies within the county and extent of fales,

Price of timber and f{tate of it, in the county,

Quantity of bog and wafle ground,

Polhbility and means of Improving ity

Obftacles to it and belt means of removing them,

Habits of induftry, or want of induftry among the people,
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increafing. |
fccount of towers, caltles, monalleries, ancient buildings, or

places remarkable for any hiftorical event,

Churches—refident clergy, glebes and glebe houfes,

.Whether the county has been adtually furveyed, when and
whether the furvey is publithed.

Weights and meafures, liquid or dry—in what inftances are
weights affigned for meafures—or wice ver/i.

The weight or meafure, by which grain, flour, potatoes, butter,
$c. are fold.
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General Sutuation. ‘1 |

TH.E County of Leitrim makes Fﬂtnfl wide
fhelving flope, extending from the higheft in
the county of Rofcommon, in a north r:aﬂ:warﬂly
reftion, along the counties of Leitrim, Sligo, Donegal,
and Derry, to thofe parts of the Atlantic Ocean, which
terminate this flope. A great part of this irregularly
gradual defcent I have often rode in one day, fome-
times up, and {ometimes :Im, and can undertake to
affirm, that it is not -I:II'.I]}F vifible to the naked eye, but
dlﬂ:n:ﬁng to the horfe and horfeman.

I am credibly informed, that a declivity not diflimilar

to this expands itfelf from the counties of Cork and
™ | | Kerry

|'.
. - |
..I""



2 STATISTICAL SURVEY

Kerry to the north of this kingdom.—This con-
tributes to demonftrate the acceffion of the terraqueous
globe to a fﬁh:ruidal fhape, and may foggelt a hint
for fome new inland navigation. |

Particular Situation, Conneélion, Extent, and Figure.

As to thofe points I have confulted Salmon, Walker,
and Crutwell.—In the altual inveftigation of the coun-
ty, I found them falfe guides, which caufed me to fearch
more minutely for the truth of thofe particulars.

The figure of this county produces :ﬁ?m

cone, the bafe of which is fouth, and
county of Longford; the apex runs north into the
bay of Haﬂyﬁ’um in the Atlantic Ocean. The
fouth, and nearly an equal part of the weltern limits,
is formed by the River Shannon, which meets the bafe

at rather an acute angle, and divides it from Rofcom-
mon all the way to Lough Allen. Then the lake itfelf
(jult oppofite to, and two miles eaftward of the Arigna
Iron-works in the county Rofcommon) becomes the
boundary of the two counties for four miles north-

ward, where they firlt come into contalt without the
intervention of water, except a very {mall rivalet called

Srooawn-an-Ionlaid, which they preferve for five or fix

miles to Glackandara. It then joins the county of
Sligo, which accompanies it to the fea, forming the
northern
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northern part of the weftern limits.' On the ealtern

fide of the fea Leitrim meets the county of Donegal in
a diftance of about two miles, which together with
Fermanagh conftitutes the northern gpart—but the
fouthern and greateft part of the ealtern boundary is
the county of Cavan.

The length of this county, counting carefully from
town to town as accurately as poffible, through a
country where fome of the roads are neither marked
nor meafured, and allowing for the variation of thofe
roads from a right line, is about 46 miles.

Its breadth at the bafe, from County-bridge, in the
county Cavan, to the Shannon, is fixteen miles—the
apex at the fea is only three miles broad between the
two rivulets, Bundrows, which divides it from Done-
gall, and Brinduff, which there divides it from Sligo.
But this apex, after receding about two miles from the
fea fouthward, foon expands into confiderable breadth,
which is various in different parts, but may, I fhould
think, be computed at a medium of fixteen miles,
though Sir William Petty makes it about thirteen miles.
But he did not, becavfe in thofe days he could not,
owing to forefts, rivers, and marfhes, go round its
confines, or furvey it accurately. _

The centre of the county of Leitrim is diftant from
Dublin about eighty miles. It lics confequently in the

feventh degree of welt longitude, and fifty-fifth of
north latitude.

B 2 It



A STATISTICAL SURVEY

If variety is a beauty, this county poffeffes it in an
eminent degree—for it not only exhibits extenfive tracts
of fome of the beft and wor(t lands in the world, but
exhibits them arranged in piftureique diforder, inter-
fperfed with hill, dale, wood, water, and mountain,
forming fome beautifully bold and grand landicapes.

~+ The ride from Ruifky to Carrick-on-Shannon, along
the charming outlets of Drumina, no traveller can
pafs without admiration and pleafure. ‘The windings
of the Shannon through a fertile country, the intru-
fion of the wooded peninfula on its courfle, the pretty
coping of Shubeg and Shumore, as if defigned by
nature as a foil to the lofty grandeur of the more dii-
tant mountain of Sleive-an-Jaroin, are objeéts, which

on the one hand arreft the avidity of every onc’s obfer-
vation, while qn the other the {loping afcent, the luxu-
riant and variegated {well of that part of the county
Rofcommon, called 1'eeraroon, feduces the fancy and

the eye of curiofity to rnngr.:..* it over and over.
Intravelling northward by Lough Allen on cither fide
of the lake, one obferves the country, though tolerably
good for tillage (as fhall under its proper head be ad-
verted to) to have a grey gloomy afpelt, rifing by a
fteep afcent from the verge of the lake for a diftance
of two, three, and four miles to the black mountains,
which almoft all around the lake terminate the vikble
horizon ; I fay almofi, for even the gloom of this part
of the country is relieved by partial beauties, particu-
larly
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larly in different delightful views about the entrance
of the Shannon into, tﬂiﬂpﬂmffﬁmﬁtﬂm
'Fhen leaving the lake and tray rd towards
the fea, the lands for five o fi

feem to be but little, if any hing y of ,.-.r. . | ;il“l?

S,

than thofe laft defcribed ; how in ‘advancing, or
rather defcending nnrthmr& arge p 'uF'fIn'uI
of very fuperior quality ap fperfed*about Dro-
mahir, Manorhamilton, Mﬁhﬂﬁr MWﬂl

the country is not lefs various and pituréfque than the
other parts.

The rides and views about Manorhamilton :md Lur-
ganboy are extremely pretty, Mr. Cullen’s demefne is
l:mmralI;.r beautiful, highly improved, and the yuu.

and old phntuum uﬁugcd in a wvery h:ndﬁ:m:
ﬂjrl:. |

Itufugh]r nitr:'fﬂingm i':: ih :_l:!.n:hlmpovcmeut,
and fuch patural =dvamagﬂ about the Ii r:]'.e tﬂhgﬂ n{"

Lurganboy.

‘This viIla.g:: is fitnated in a romantic manner—
the road ftrays from it through old woods and new
plantations difperfed in as carclefs a manner as the
windings of the river Boonid, which orpaments them.
The lands are of excellent quality, and the whole
{cene, mountains and :dl.' peculiarly pretty.

In advancing ftill nearer to the fea, a mixture bf the
beft and worft lands fill continues to diverfify the

country. DBut here {cenes of fuperior defign and dig-
ity
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nity enrapture the beholder. The bay of Donegal

opens to the view, while the allurements of Loughmel-

vyn feize the eye togaze on its old ruins and wooded

iflands ; and jous mountains of Dartry .
and Banbulbe e ds, as if eager to en-
]qy the ry which receives no fmall

el n odville, the handfome {eat of

Ha]or Ihr.hf and Counfellor Johnfton’s villa on the
banks of Loughmelyya, '
Divifions,
| Tt TT L.

The only divifions, which to me Ii!i;ar necellary, arc
thofe of baronies and diftricts. The parochial fubdi-
vifions fhall incidentally appear under the heads of

Tﬁhes and Population.
The baronies diftribute themfelves into five in num-

ber, which I fhall enumerate in the order they are

fituated in from north to fouth. Beginning therefore
at the fea, the firft is
Roffclogher, which comprehends all the lower part
of the county, and extends fouthward to Newtown and
Manorhamilton. About thofe points commences the
Barony of
Dromabare,
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.Drnmn#ar:, which ~embraces all the middle parts of

the cnqngj', and :fcmds fouthward as far as I.'I'rnm‘.
;Ihamhu. Here cu;nmen:;& to the ufhih'rd

E.'nrngﬂffm, wh.u:h traw:lﬁng Tduﬂi%‘é‘f :umprfm
nearly one half in breadth of the l:ﬂl.ll:ltj’,. and termi-

nates in its bafe to the weft of the county of Long-
ford.

Leitrim, on the weft of E:n‘iﬁtllm runs parallel
with it fouthward a few miles ; and there commences
the barony of

j’fqﬁrﬂ which runs the remainder of the journey
I'nul:hward parallel with Carrigallen, on the eaft fide
of the county, and terminates in the common bafe
Longford. *z
_ ‘Thofe hlnrﬂuiﬂnjﬂ:avc been (under a late a& of Fﬁﬂi:-
ment, in confequence of the increafe of population,
and ':ﬁnfequ:ni increafe and muldiplicity of bufinefs,
which could not within the ufual time be difpofed of
at the general affizes) di¥ided into two diftricts for the
trial and difpatch of civil bills, affaults, and other
{mall offences by the magiftrates of the counties; for
whole advice and affiftance in points of law, which
they might not be competent to decide on, a lawyer
is appointed in each county, with a falary, to attend
the feflions under the title of Afliftant Barrifter. Thofe
two diftrifts are

Manorbamilten, which comprehends the baronies of
Roflclogher and Dromahare, and

Carrich-
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Carrick-on-Shannon, which is compofed of the baro-
nies of Lm;nm, Carrigallen, and Mohill. The. i':f-'-l
fion-towns are, for the diftrit of Manorhamilton th:
town of thltn:ml:, and for th!: d;ﬂn& of Carnr.l:—nn

JUeYF -

Shanunn thntm ani:'l Ea.lhnan:nr:

Climate.

About the caufe of the temperature in Ireland, and
deviations from it in other parts of Enrape, thuugh in
the fame latitude, there is, I believe, hut one opinion,
that it proceeds from the exhalations of the furround-
ing ocean and feas, which at the fame time communi-
cate a genial warmth, and are perhaps no inaftive
agents in correfting any noxious vapours, that might
have a tendency to the generation of Eglngu:s or infalu-
brity. But our having remained fo long free from
plagues might be attributed to the antifeptic and
aftringent nature of .our bogs and marfhes, whofe

exhalations muft alio be of that difpofition; and per-

haps ftill more to the great improvement in widening
and enlarging our houfes, windows, and ftreets. Our
improvements alfo in cleanlinefs, that grand harbinger
and preferver of health and {pirits, cannot but influ-
ence the atmofphere, improve our climate, and banith
or prevent all plagues and peflilence.

As
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As to the particular climate of Leitrim itfelf, it is
not only a little colder than the fouthern parts of Ire-
land, where the arburus I{I!Ii the myrtle are indigenous,
and the mildaefs of the whole year favours their vege-
tation, but it is alfo more fubje to rains, owing
to the great number and height of its mountains,
which cither diffolve by their vapours, or break into

rain the clouds almoft juft emerging from the ocean.

Soul and Surface.

"The foil and furface muft exhibit the fame degree of
diverfity, which the outward complexion of the coun-
try bore in its general defcription ; large trats of deep
dark rich foil, on limeftone bottom, are to be found
in the neighbourhoods of Sheemore, Mohill, Droma-

hare, and Manorhamilton.

But the greatelt part of the county, not includ-
ing the mountains, is compofed of high fteep hills and
vallies—the tops and fides of moft of thofe hills in the
fouthern parts are furfaced with a thin fratum of hun-
gry ferruginous loam, and this loam fubftrated with
a hard gravel of the fame complexion with the hill.

The vallies, which are generally watered with riva-
lets, are of a quality fuperior to the bills, deeper in

furface, not fo reddith, and much more fertile; as
if thofe hills in fome general deluge had been mace-

C ril’:d
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rated by "il:!tl:r, which in fubfiding carried to the val-
leys, and there depofited, like the overflowings of the
Nile, all the fertility it diffolved. In falt, the light
crult of fertile foil, with which thofe hills are now
covered, feems to have been acquired fince Noah's
time -only, calculating on all the nutritious matter de-
pofited by rains, frofts, fnows, decayed vegetables,
&c. but dedutting at the fame time the average lofs of
thofe acquifitions by Aeavy rains and floods fweeping
along the fteep declivities of the hills.

It would be almoft impofiible to defcend to a minute
and particular account of all the varicties of {oil to be
met with even within a fmall compals of thofe hills, but
in general it may be obferved they are of a baritico-
argillaceous quality, intermixed with fand and gravel,
and very retentive of water; but from the form of
the hills, this wet is eafily drawn off by {urface-drain-
ing and water-furrowing, with the utility of which,
from neceflity and experience, the people are very well
acquainted. The natives call it a {liff, heavy, cold,
and wet foil. In general alfo next to the furface fuc-
ceeds a {tratum of gravel, which, if uncovered, would

not be a bad road, and under this again are quarries of
varions coloured flate, fometimes black, brown, &c.
{fometimes thick, fometimes thin, and almoft always
under all a yellowith, brownifh, or blackifh {Liff’ argil-
laceous bottom ; not unfrequently, however, without
the intervention of either gravel or flate, a raw, pon-

derous,
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derous, unproduftive earth of various colours, moft
commonly a lilly reddifh, fucceeds to the vegetative fur-
fapeorgtotin - ]

In defcribing the foil and furface of  this county,
the moers, bogs, and mountains, which are nomerous
and extenfive, (hould not be overlooked 3 but a parti-
cular account of them fhall be given in a feparate arti-
cle, concerning their extent, quality, and the means
of improving them. + | SR

g F
I.. m - ﬂf I | r — i
f | .I: i ..r.tl'l.l.l"_. 1 r'. B ¥

& M‘r

- Though we always cannot, and perhaps fhould not
attempt to fcrutinize the difpenfations of Providence,
it cannot be called exploring too minutely to obferve,
that the bleflings, which are feantily beftowed on the
foil and furface of Leitrim, feem amply recompenfed
in that rich redundancy of trealure concealed by that
{urface. .

‘On the north fide of Slieve-an-Jaroin, over Lough
Allen, in the deep dingles, which ages have worn out

by the cafcading of - the mountain floods, the iron ore
lies f{cattered in abundance, and alternate f{trata of

limeftope are vifible in the banks, evidently interpofed
by Providence as a flux for the metal, On the fouth

and weft alfo, on the cftates of Mr. Peyhen and Mr.
c 2 Jobaiton,
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Johiifton, are thin ftrata of iron ore, and every indi-
cation of deeper and richer beds.

The ore of Slieve-an-Jaroin, Mr. O’Reilly informs me,
is by far richer than that found on the Rofcommen fide
of Lough Allen, and by a certain propertionate mixture
of both, experience produced to him, when proprietor
of the Arigna iron-works, grey and white irons of fuch
quality as to emulate, if not exceed, thofe of any other
country. .

Of this iron ore thick ftrata, amounting nearly to

quarries, are vifible in the beds of the cataralts.of
Barnameena, on Mr. Lyons’s property, called Boolyna-
binne, on Rathmore, Altnamion, commonly called Alt-
nangenny, Altnafafana, and many other places.
At Ballinamore and Dromfhambo, little towns within
a few miles of this mountain, iron furnaces and works
have been carried on till lately by Sir Charles Coote,
and in my own time by Mr. Reynolds ; and the remains
of feveral Farnaces are vifible on different parts north
and fouth of the mountain, which feem to have been
carried on formerly to great extent.

Iron ore is vifible in many other parts on all the
mountains round the lake, even in the interior of the
champain part near the Shaonon, a little fouth of
Drumfna. In a word what we have feen, and the dif-
fufion of chalybeate fprings and ferruginous appear-
ances indicate the exiftence of this ore in many other
parts of the conntry, where it lies undiftovered.

On
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On the eftates’ of Mr. Johnfton and Mr. Peyhen,
fouth and weft of this mountain, juft under the regu-
lar rocky cornice near the top, a ftratum of coal is vifi-
ble;  Mr. Johnfton has worked it, he fays, to advantage
for his own and the public ufe. In furrouading the
mountain it paffes through Mr. Lyons’s cftate of Booly-
nabinne, and ftill farther eafbward a conple of miles.

It is more an indication of deeper beds of coal lower
down, or decper into the mountain, than it fecms itfelf
capable of being very productive.

- An the beds of many rivers, which run from the top
of the mountain, and of thofe particularly on and about
Ahacafthel, the feat of Mr. Johnfton, large and deep
beds of pipe~clay and yellow ochre are to be feen, and
different heavy finooth vifeid earths, fome  intermixed
with fint-gravel, and fome with the fineft filiceous
fﬂlﬁ RENT YAs Al WA SY B - f SlSneeponif

The Hunterkenny mountains weft of Lough Allen,
tcem with inexhauftible ftores of coal and iron ore.

Near the top of the mountain, a little down from and
fouthward of where Mr. Johniton had worked the
coal-pits above Ahacafhel, a great bulk bulged from
the middle of a fpongy marfh of heavy fincoth pea-
green vifcous earth, beawtifully fparkling with yvellow
fand. Not far below the cornice, about two miles
north weft of the place laft deferibed, is a great abua-

dance of yellow fand, whether pyritic, or of whatever
other narure, 1 fhall not a:l::mp"t to interfere, as my

verbal



T4  STATISTICAL SURVEY

verbal dire&ions were to fend ﬁicduiml to the Dublin

Society of any mineral I met, without giving myl':lf

any torther concern.
Within a’quarter of a mile of Lurganboy, on the

Sligo road, is a large quarry of lead ore.
- On the north fide of Binbo are deep pits, from which
copper ore had been raifed by the Jate Mr. Wynne.

About half a mile welt of thofe pits, in the curious
river called the Redftone river, are large beds of white
and brownifh chalks.

Here likewife are clays of different colours, blueilh,
green, yellow, pale red, a beautiful f.:r'lmi"un, &ec.—
Thofe clays are tough as glue, {fmooth and unétuous to
the touch, and in various degrees of coarfenefs, con-
fitence, and induration up to ftone. The fands, with
which they are mixed, are very fine and filiceous.
Manganefe is here to be found in great quantitics,

and the ﬂ:mugl:ﬂ: indications of iron ore are ewrj' where

Thrnughm:ll: almolt alipirtﬂ of the county limeftone
and limeftone-gravel are every where to be found ;
and marls, of different kinds and colours, are not far

to be fent for.

- The Redftone river is a fingular, a rare curiofity.

It runs through Mr. Wynne’s eftate.  On his eftate are

alfo made all the Binbo difcoveries, which his fervants

thewed me with much civility. The banks and bottom

of this river exhibit all the variety of colours, which
diverify
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diver{ify the clays, tinged and glowing from the pencil
of nmature. Even the bed of this river is bellrewed
with ftones, varying and glowing in {lill a more pic-
turefque manner of colour and derangement.

There .is every reafon to be convinced thofe {tones
are compofed of the clays, whofe colour they refle,
whether by induration or petrifation ; 1 fhould fuppofe
the former, from the various degrees of it, as men-
tioned, which they prove in a ratio equal to their dry-
nefs in the bank.

The unexpeéted difcovery of fo ftrange, and fo beau-

tiful a phenomenon, is a feafonable relief to the fombre
vifage of the furrounding fcene, and cannot but affeét
agreeably not only the fenfes and imagination, but the
whole view, vale, mountain, and all, may afford ample
matter of more ferious refletion ; and what now ftrikes
me on the fubjeét, not deeming it a very irrelevant di-
greflion, 1 beg leave to offer in a few words, particu-
larly, as mountains compofe fo large a portion of this
county, and that my remarks in fome degree extend
to them all.

Binbo is a great black-looking mountain. It might
be alked, to what end nature could have heaped up fuch
a bulk to annoy the furrounding inhabitants.

I don’t pretend to explore more deeply than what
feems obvious and fuperficial, and of that nature, that
1s obvious to every plain obferver, feems to be the
various and the vaft utility of thofe mountains. Binbo,

for
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for inftance, the immediate objet of thole reflec-
tions, teems with abundance of all the neceflary mate-
sials for potiery and porcelain manufatories. Imme-
diately furrounding are fuller’s-earth, lead, copper, and
ftecl ores, with abundance of fucl and water.

As all thofe materials are not to met with high up in,
but round the bafe of the mountain, I might be afked,
why I fhounld fo much value the mountain for a boon

it does not produce ?—I could reply—It is vifible thole
mounntains had been not very many thoufands of years
back but one heap, which nature, in one of her
affectionate paroxifms, burft and fcattered into feparate
hills, anxious to leave expofed in the vallies for the
good of mankind, the treafure fhe fo long concealed.
This, therefore, is not one, but a manifold adv:nﬂg:
I derive from Binbo Hill, becaufe, if it was not there,
we fhould, to this hour, be deprived of all the wealth
it expoles.

In profpeét 1 alfo derive this benefit from Binbo—
that as the furrounding valley produces abundance of
the richeft, and moft appropriate manures, I view in
advance 2 charming landfcape, embellithed by this
hill in luxuriant bloom of cultivation and verdure,
{cattering abundant fupplies of provifions around its
bafe, among the lively bultle of trades and manufac-
tories, and all the {cenes of induftry, population, and

the bufy buzz of commerce and fociety.

The northweft mountains of Ireland, of which thofe
of my county make a part, produce another moft fa-

lutary,
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falutary, thnﬁgh, I believe, hitherto unobferved effet.

It is this—the winds on the welterly coalt of Ireland,
almoft inceflantly, blow from the ocean. Every tree
and bufh along the coaft, and as many as are expofed
to the fphere of their altion, even twenty miles away

from the fea, are not only bent to the ealt, but either

checked or ftunted in their growth, and bear ample

teftimony to this part of my ;:«Izlrﬁl‘.’«:lqr Thofe winds,

not only warp the trees and bufhes i WW de-

crepitude, but caufe the guﬂ'ﬂ, and other unfheltered
_vcgmhlﬂ, to live and die dwarfs. But why ?—DBe-

caufe thofe winds not only exercife their fharpnefs on
them all, but prevent the fall of, and {\weep awayina

common vortex, the dews, {o refrefhing to the interior
of the ifland, and every-where fo neceffary to vegeta-
tion.

This can only be redrefled by the kind intervention
of thole mountains, whs ftand up to intercept the
efcaping clouds, and diffufe them into prolific fhowers
on the parching plains, while they fhelter others from

winds and [torms.

W ater.

This county is not lefs remarkable for high and rich
mountains, than it is for frefh and mineral waters.—I

fhall treat of them both feparately.
D Here
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Here are oneé principal lake, and one principal river,
befides a great many fubordinate ones of both kinds.
Tndeed the whole county, and every individual farm,
is fo well fupplied with water, that one neighbour, ib
fearch of it, need never hardly trefpafs on the other.
The Shannon ﬁ;ﬂiﬁ‘pﬁndpﬂ fiver. Tt is in Irifh call-
ed Sionan, which means calmnefs, or fuavity of afpett,
or of any thing, to whichitis a predicate. Tt is To
called from the fmoothnefs of its {urface and ci;ﬁi'ﬁl—
lity of ‘q:o‘ﬁi'f":, and is peculiarly and properly diftingnifh-
ed by that name from the other rivers in the neighbeur-
hood of its fource, and the firft ten miles of its courfe,
which derive their fource from the broken clouds, and
overflowings of fome lakes on the tops of the furrounding
mountains, and tremendoully roaring cafcade, in rapid

torrents, through decp and wide dingles, which ages
have excavated in the face of the rocks; and then roll-

ing in prodigious volumes into the lowlands, and more
level grounds, often fveep into eternity the carelefs paf-

fengers.
This river hasits fource in a pretty little plain, at the

foot of Quilka mountam, which ftands about four miles

tnto the county of Cavanj; not the famous Mr. Sheri-
dan’s Quilka, but another mountain of that name,
which hangs over Swanlingbar. Near the bottom of
this little ‘plain is a fpring, about twenty feet in diametcr,

from which iffues the Shannoo.
I
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It is not finall, as is generally thought, at or near its
rife, but, on the contrary, is called by the nartives,
Abhain-mhor, or the large river, to diftinguifh it from
the neighbouring ones, which, except in times of floods,
are not only fmall, but their beds arc fometimes dry ;
) nor is its general conrfe, as commenly {uppofed, from =
! ‘porth to fouth ; for immediately from the fpring, ex-

cept in a few trifling deflexions, it takes a weltern di-
rection to Lough Allen, which it continues through that
lake to Carrick-on-Shannen 3 but at Carrick-on-Shan-~
non, after eluding the high hills of Leitrim, it. takes a
fouthern wind, floping among the levels to the couaty
. of Longford—and there again, gets into a welterly
track, which it purfues in a tortuous, bmﬁl.mm
foutherly courfe, to Limerick.

- Abbain-Naille~—The {fource of this river is ﬁu mth
into Leacka mountain, which rifes between Lough Al-
len and Manorhamilton. Ik is fo called from St. Naill,
or St. Natalis, who built a monaftery in that {trange
{ituation, that isy on the top of this mountain. ‘Lhe anti-
quaries not being agreed upon the county, to which
this monaftery belonged, in feasch of it I traced this
river to its fource, which is in Leacka mountain
lake, otherwile Killowmawn lake. . This river is rather
carious on this account—that the little lake, from which
it ulues, is on the higheflt {ummit of the meuntaia,
without any flope or fall colletive of any water, and
ftill it is never dry, but rather abundantly fupplied. It

D 2 is
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is at the fource about ten feet broad ; by the junétion
of fome rivulets it foon acquires both volume and velo-
city,- and rapidly dathes down to the Shannon, with
which it inofeulates at an obtufe angle, about a mile caft

of Lough Allen.

Duibbachar.—This river runs from Belhovel-lake to
Lough Allen. Tt is at and near its fource only fmall,
but, in a journey of about four miles to Lough Allen,
it receives at leaft a dozen rivulets, defcending from
the mountain and hills of Barradaaltdeag, or the tops
of the twelve dingles, and, before it joins the lake, be-
comes wide and deep. This river, like the Shannon,
makes a deceptive thew of going againit the height, or
from north to fouth 5 but though it runs pretty much
in that diretion, and that the fea at Sligo is npwards
of 100 feet lower than Loungh Allen, Mr. Kirwan
thinks to a certainty eighty, fiill the diftance this river
runs is only very partial; and even in that fhort diftance it

flopes among the levels, as the Shannon does, avoiding
the afcending hills to effeét its junétion with the lake.
As I feel this a ftupid kind of writing, and -1 am fure it

muft prove much more fo to the reader, and as thofe
already mentioned are the only rivers of any note, ex-

cept Boorrid about Dromahare, or that could even
deferve confideration, even in cafe the Canal fhould be
continued from Tarmonbarry to Sligo ; I therefore beg
leave to refer to the map, which fhall exhibit a minute

delineation of the few remaining rivulets.” For the
lakes
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lakes alfo, being in number almoft uncountable, I muft,

for the fame reafon, refer to the map, except two or
three, that may come in the way of any inland naviga-
tion, or that in fact have any claim to particular obfer-
vation. .

Lough Allen is indifputably entitled to the firft notice,
as the receiver and diftributer of almoft all the current
water of the county, and the embryo agent of any
Canal, that can ever pafs throughit. And indeed,
though definitions are very rare, Lough Allen is now
not only defcribed, but defined, as what is already men-
tioned diftinguifhes it from all the other lakes in the
county. And there remains only to obferve, that it
ftretches about feven miles in length, between Drom-
fhambo and Drumkerrin, and that its medium breadth
is about five miles. The {torms on this lake are very
boifterous, and the waves run mountain high. The
colleétion of fuch volumes of wind between fuch high
mountains mult produce this effe€t. Hugh Magowan,

a very experienced old filherman, and well acquainted
with the foundings of this lake, having for many years
been employed in fithing and ferrying turf for a gen-
tleman’s houfe on the verge of it, was often heard to
fay, it was in many places unfathomably deep.

Clean Lough, otherwife called Belhovel lake, has very
little worth remarking, except what mere exiftence gives
every creature, and that in cafe of an inland navigation

from the Shannon to Sligo, it may furnith fome fupply
of
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of water. It lies about four miles a little to the north
welt of Lough Allen, with which, itcommunicates by
the river Duibhachar. It is not guite two miles long,
and fcarcely one broad., . .. -

Lough Melvyn, in Dartry, is a very pretty lake, oy-
namented with wooded iflands and old ruins, It is
fcarcely two miles broad, about four in length, and
runs partly into the county of Fermanagh. It is with-
in. two miles of the {ea at Bundoran. s A e

- Lough Gilly that charming paradife,does not all- hllang
mm; indeed it almoift all belongs to the county
of Sligo, fo much fo, that little more than a bare right
to view and mention it remains to us, This lakeis by
pature extremely romantic and pictureique, and its
banks and borders {o highly improved, particularly by
Mr. Wynne, that without exaggeration it may be con-
fidered one of her molt enchanting chef dwwvres. 1
fhould foppole it about five or fix miles in length,. and
about two broad ; the wing of it, which touches Lei~
trim, comes in at Newtown.

Lough Coffin is only a fmall expanfion of the Shan~
non, juft fouth of Dromina. |

Paradife Lakey, on which is Paradile, the charming
feat of Mr. Percy, is not an incoafiderable piece of
water, and will, together with Newtowngore lake; and
fome other {mall omes in that necighbourhood, prove
ufeful to the canal, which is talked of, from the county

s il
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of Cavan to the Shannon. They lie between Ballina-
mmm.ﬂmndn,ifthn county of Cavan.

Mineral Waters.

- The mineral waters of this county are cald fprings,

- of two forts only, ﬁ-bmmmmﬂwm

the principalis ~ + =« P i T

Mmﬁws 1‘rrmg, within half
& ‘mile eaft of that town, iluing from the verge of a.
finall lake, every way unnoticeable, except that it here
contributes to complete a beautiful landfcape, and form
onc of the prettieft vallies imaginable. The ride or
walk to it ameng woods and rows of trees is delight-
ful—from among thofe you difcover the Shannon wind-

ing to the fouthward, through a fine weoded country,

while the lofty mountains on the north and weft termi-
nate a charming cowp &’ sl

Meolock Water.—Here, in the middle of 2 mountain,
Dromfoa and Tena, is a fpring producing a water much
{tronger than that of Dromina. A fcorbutic patieat
came there from Swanlingbar, ftaid a menth, drank four
quarts every- day, which proved more aperieat than the
Swanlingbar water, and cured him.

Athimonus.~Here, half a mile from the former, is

apother {pring of the fame kind.
There
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There are, befide thofe enumerated, feveral fprings of
the fulphureous family about Dromfhambo, Caftlecar-
gan, and other places, fo that it appears this fort of
water circulates through a great extent of the country,

as the Seltzer water does for many many miles along the
Rhine and furrounding interior of the country.

Cavan Spa. 'This iffues from the fouthern neck of a
peninfula, called Gobacowan, which runs into the north

extremity of Lough Allen. It has a ftrong ferruginous
fecum and tafte, and is clearly pellucid. 'The lake water
fometimes inundates this fpring ; when it does not, the
fhore ftones immediately furrounding it are of a dark
copper colour. Imyfdfhnﬁmthhmmm
lieve fome difeafes of the ftomach and bowels, chicfly

thofe arifing from indigeftion, aéting not only as a com-
mon diluent, but peculiarly fo in confequence of the di-

geftive falts, which waters of this clafs generally con-

rain.

The effe€t of this water was no doubt promoted by
its aperient power, a pint of it generally being equal in
effeét to an ounee of Rochelle falts ; and finally by its
tonic powers to prevent a return of thofe crudities.

Oalficld Spa.—This is on Counfellor Johnfton’s
eftate, within a couple of miles of the fea. Itis of the
chalybeate clafs, and not diffimilar in effet to the lalt

defcribed.

AGRICULTURE.
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The mode of culture is with a long narrow fpade,
commonly called a loy. This machine they prefer to
ploughs, and affign many reafons for doing fo. The
hills, of which the whole county is nearly compofed,
are very f{teep, befet with ftones; and, notwithftanding
the foil being in general gravelly, fo tough and reten«
tive of wet as to render ploughing objeftionable. They

i
:
2
b
-

alfo complain of a fcarcity of horfes, but above all they
aflign, as a peculiar inducement, the abundance of crop
yielded by the loy-culture, compared to that of the
plough. In fome of the more level parts ploughing is
in practice, and in fome others they unite both, firft
ploughing, and then mincing and drefling with the loy.
The foil being in general of the ftiff argillaceous kind,
wherever it is fo, the potatoes are planted by dibbling
with the flecveen. In a few places they plant by
E {preading
. o
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{preading the cuts on the dung or green turf, and then
digging up the furrows.

And in ftill fome fewer places near the fea, where the
foil is light and friable, they plant the potatoes by dril-
ling with a one-horfe plough, particularly in ftubble
and old potatoe gréund.

From the middle of April to the middle of May is
the common time of planting potatoes, and very little
earlier that of fowing oats; as the coldnefs, the
clamminefs, and wet of the {oil require the vegetative
infpiration of heat to be productive.

The manner of pr:parmg the {oil for oats is cenfur-
able,’ pirﬂcﬂtrlﬁhcﬁ feldom itis ploughed; but even,
when prepared with the loy, it is feldom fufficiently

worked or minced; for, after fowing the {eed and har-
rowing, which the poor people here often do by trail- -
ing preen buthes along the ridges, whole banks of

thofe ridges remain unbroken, and the vegetation ap-
pears, as if the ground had been drilled, or the fced

dibbled in irregular ranges.

Extent of ity and of each [pecies of grain fowed.

The extent of agriculture in the county of Leitrim i8
very limited, cither in potatoes or grain, except what is
done by one gentleman, Mr. Irwin of Drimfilla, who

has
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has annually about ten acres of potatoe tillage, with the
ufual fucceflion of other crops. He very much to his
honour, after paying three pounds for manuring with
lime every acre of his rufhy, heavy, wet, vitriolic gut-
ter, fupports a large family very decently on the fruits
of his profits and induftry. I fay, except what is done
by this gentleman, very little more, than what is intend-
ed for home confumption, is ever cultivated. And as
to the different fpecies of grain, they are as limited in
variety as in quantity. ‘The only variety of grain, ex-
cept oats, of which there is generally abundance for
home confumption, extends to a little barley, lefs
rye, and ftill a leffer quantity of wheat, and thofe
only in a few demefnes of a few refiding gentlemen,
or a few pet fields of very few farmers, and there-
fore are difentitled to any notice in general calcula-
tion.

Courfe of crops.

Potatoes are the firlt two crops, then flax one crop;
to the flax fucceed oats for one, two, three, or more
years, according to the goodnefs and permanence of

the {oil and manure.
E 2 I am
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. I am forry to obferve, that in fome fouthern parts,
and thofe chiefly in the parifhes of Mohill and Cloone,
where a great deal of the foil is a light hungry till, they
get but one crop of potatoes, one of flax, and one of
oats ; but when they fow a fecond crop of ocats, it is
well worth the reaping.

. The poor tenants, who are ftinted in lea or grazing
ground, after having the ufual rotation of potatoes,
flax, and oats, put their little manure on the fame ex-
haufted fields, which repay them with the courfe and

abundance of crops they had before : and fo went on
this return and renovation as long as fome grey heads,
who aflured me of it, remembered.

In fome places a crop of oats fucceeds the pota-

toes, where the loil is apprehended to be too rich for
flax.

As little remains to be faid of the courfe of any
other crop, except thofe already mentioned, as there

was to be noticed of the extent and variefy, in which
they are cultivated.

Ufe of oxeny, how harnefed.

Oxen are ufed only by two gentlemen in all this

county ; they are ufed in every fpecies of work like
horfes; Mr. Irwin’s bullocks are harneffed with wooden

yokes
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yokes fo rounded as not to ipjure them, but in other
refpedts like horfes. Major Dickion’s oxenare worked
and harneffed like horfes 5 his are bought for about
four pounds each, worked e¢ight or nine years, after
which time and long fervices they fell fat at £.25 each.
Horfes, to be abie to work in winter, mult be fed with
hay and oats, and after becoming aged get every day
lefs valuable. The bullocks require no oats, work as
well, and continue to improve till fold at fix times the
fum they awere bought at. Hence it is clear, the ufe
of them deferves encouragement, and every preference
to horfes for the purpofe of {low work.

-
¥ I -
|
L .J.' i

Nature and ufe of implements of bufbandry.

]

ol

‘Plangh, loy, fhovel, fpade, grape, [ﬂtchfurk, ﬂnn:":,-,
harrow, rake, fork, and fteeveen, are the ulval im-
plements in ufe here among the inhabitants.

The plough is the common Irifh one, drawn by one,
two, three, or four horfes, as the weight or depth of the
{oil requires.  The /oy is a fort of {pade of uncommon
thape, having room only for the right foot to work on,
about four inches broad at the lower end, tapering to
a ‘breadth of five or fix inches to where the foot comes
on, ‘which is a diftance of about c¢ighteen inches from
the lower extremity, with a handle about fivedfeer long.

' ‘The
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The part of it, called the handle or haft, is fafhioned

from folid wood, which flips into an iron focket edged
and fitted to the timber in a firong and permanent,
though fimple manner. '*

This fort of machine is admirably well adapted to the
weight and tenacity of the {oil. A broad fhort {pade,
pufhed into thisponderous gluey {tuff, muft remain there,
as if in a locked vice, whereas this narrow one hts to

its own breadth a portable weight, and the long han-
dle anfwering as a /ever, and the back (where the foot
comes on, fupported by the outfide of the foot) as a

fulerum in the operation of digging, very much facie

litates the labour.
Shovel is the fame as ufed in Duoblin, and throughout

the kingdom.

Spade ufed in the gardens, the fame as every where.

Grape is a three pronged fork with a handle, which
is ufed for gathering, filling, and {preading dung.

Pitchfork a twn—prnng.ed fork, fuch as thofe in other
parts, for pitching and working at hay, and other
ufes. '

§lane, the two-fided {pade ufed in cutting turf.

Harrow, rake, fork, are the fame as thofe uled in
England, and in other parts of Ireland ; the harrow,
it muft be faid, is of an inferior quality.

But the Steeveen, 1 believe, is rather unique in its form,
and a mere denizen of Leitrim, which, like the loy, ne-
ceflity fuggelted to the invention of the inhabitants.

They
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They could.not but eafily obferve, that in thofe Mff
grounds the tender fhoots of a potatoe could not as
freely vegetate, as through a hole made for them and
filled with broken friable mould ; they therefore in-
vented, and ufe this implement for dibbling the potatoe
cuts, Itis made of a pole about four feet long, and
three inches in diameter, within about nine inches of
the lower extremity, which tapers to a point; a refting
and working place is fixed for the foot, to prefs the
fteeveen into the potatoe-ridge. Into a hole thus made
the potatoe-cut is let fall, then the mould, and fo work

away. -

Markets for grain.

It has been already obferved, how little more grain
is here grown, than what is intended and neceflary for

home confumption. It neceflarily follows, how few
the markets muft be to difpofe of the cafual furplus of

this confumption.
Mr. Irwin the chief dealer in that article fends, T have

heard, the greateft part of his grain and potatoes into
the county of Cavan, on the border of which he re-
fides. Carrick-on-Shannon is the chief grain and pro-
vifion market, it being the chief garrifon town, but it

is moftly fupplied from Rofcommon county, on which
it
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it borders. The only other towns, where any quantity
worth mentioning is bought or fold, are Mohill, Carri--
gallen, Ballinamore, and Manorhamilton.

Ue of green fuod in Winter.

None ufed. And this is the more to be regretted,
as experience has long fince proved, in many parts of
the continent, the vaft benefits ariling from feeding
cattle in the houfe. Andevenin England, from the Re-
port of the Welt Riding of Yorkfhire it appears, thata
field of four acres fed ten cows the {fummer half-year,
the fame field having been cut four or five times.

The urine of the cows was preferved in relervoirs, and
carried to the field, which was befides dreffed with

manure in winter. _

The winter feeding, which by degrees, it is to be hop-
ed, will make its progrefs into this county, would prove
highly ufeful ; confidering, atufding to Doctor Ander-
fon, the prodigious quantity of manure produced by
houfe-feeding.

Paflure,

Nature of it mult be as various as the ﬁ:-il,_.f_l:tr‘face;

and outward complexion of the country, in the different

accounts

———m— T CEEREeEN S © —
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accounts of them appeared to be various. In many of
thofe parts, already defcribed as of a quality fuperior to
the reft, the grafles and herbage are peculiarly delici-

ous. Mr. Gilbert Roycroft, and a few others, produce
beef and mutton as fat and nice-flavored as any where

to be met with ; and coarfe and wet-looking as the

worlt parts of the county appear, the common confent

is, that the pafturage is "H.‘rjl' pruﬂuﬂhﬁ of c.l::r.ﬂlnt
milk and butt:r

|-F,.-I_'_'_ -

L]

Breed of Cattle, how far improved.

That particular breeds of cattle are peculiar to par-
I ticular countries is certain. 1 mylelf remember to have

feen in Hungary, which is a remarkable grazing coun-
try, and driven from it into others, whole herds of

oxen, between whom or any two of whom I fhould
hardly be able to difcriminate in large rawboned, crofs-
made uglinels, and exat identity of colour, being all
that of a dun moufe. Iam fpeaking of about us here
in Europe ; for, if we travel into the eaft or weft conti-

nents, or high northern or fouthern latitudes, difpari-
ties will appear in the fame genera and fpecies of all

the animals common to thofe countries, much wider
than I firft thought of, to prove my affertion. I have
known a farm, called Kilnagarn, in this county, to turn

3 any
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any of the cow kind fed on it for three years to a dun

colour. That a peculiar breed of cattle were the ori-

ginal natives of this county and ifland, is demonftrable

from thofe analogies, and from falts ; and that that

breed was, till its late admixture by the introduétion of
Englifh cattle, of very high antiquity is equally certain,
and this is a good reafon for admitting the poornefs, in
fize and in fhape, of the Irifh breed, when firft refrefh-
ed by the Englith blood. For all nature, the animal,
vegetable, and perbups mineral worlds dwindle into de-
generacy, unlefs relieved by what is vulgarly called a
crofs. The fame feed repeatedly fowed in the {ame
feld, mantre it ever fo highly, decays. The herbs
and graffes not decaying by a long lapfe of years in the
fame field, is no argument againit, but a confirmation
of my propofition ; for their connubial and promiicous
{ntercourfe invigorates them, and diverfihies infomuch,

that not only the fame clals, order, or genus, but the
fame individual fubdivifional variety, by this fexual com-
merce, will reproduce thoufands of other varicties not
snferior to their anceftors in fize, bloom, and beauty.
Trees and fhrubs, originally the fame, vary in fize,
figure, and fruit, according to the different foils and
climate they live in, and are reanimated, reproduced,
and productive of new varieties, by parting the roots,
inoculating, grafting, &c. which is evidently nothing
elfe than a fpecies of that crofs fo refrefhing, and fo

. improving to nature, which crofs, fuppofing it always

af



-

'. be :mpﬂﬂihln

OF THE COUNTY OF LEITRIM. 35

“of the belt kind, is perfeftly immaterial, whether it
had been feleéted from and within the fame breed or
family, or from any other, pam:ularijr if of a fuperior

kind, or even equally good. |
Hence it follows, that a fmall degenerate breed for '

want of a crofs peculiar to Ireland, to take Leitrim alone
under particular confideration, both from its fimallnefs,

variety of foil, aml of t:l:lrllrﬁ: variety ﬁf cattle, WH ‘

afis. - o -

Hoaw far i ﬁ:prﬁunf.

Very far indeed; by the introduétion of Engliﬂ'li:.nt.
tle for many years into Ireland, the breed is fo far im-
proved, as to emulate thofe of Eng!lnd..

The Board of agriculture admits, that no breed of
England, horfes, cows, or fheep, are fo ¢ early ripe and
«¢ valuable, or perhaps fo beautiful as when mixed with
¢¢ thofe of France, Spain, Arabia, and the Indies.” All
the knowledge and experience of America in that line
admit the benefit of croffing, and the fame acknow-
ledgment may fully and fairly be made by Ircland, of
the vaft improvement received by the mixture of Enga

lith cattle.

I have feen in England fome of their fineft cattle s I
have alfo feen their models of improved breeds as exe-

F 2 cuted
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cuted by Mr. Garrard for the Doard of agriculture,
And neither in their {till nor animated life have 1 fegn
any thing to exceed, for fize and beauty of all the
points, the cattle of gentlemen and farmers of this
country, who make breeding and feeding their care.
Smallnefs of bone does not {eem to.be fo geweral a
favourite here as in England ; and why a fheep or ox {
carrying a double quantity of meat fhould not be ap-
proved, for having a double proportion of bone to carry

it, very many perfons, extenflive and experienced in
that line, with whom I have converfed, are aftonifhed.

How far capable of further improvement.

That there is ane plus ultra in the capability of im-
provement, we muft conceive. This we certainly have
not hitherto arrived at; I have endeavoured to analyze
the grand principle, on which this improvement de-
pends ; to wit, croffing and mixing of breeds and mak-
ing the beft feleftion, whether in or out of the {ame fa-
mily ; and the beft means of effelting this amn.ngﬂ the
poor, is, the landlords procuring good bulls for their
tenantry, and enabling them, as much as poffible, to feed
them and their get well, and alfo, to effet that gra.

dually, to introduce and encourage the rearing of arti-
ficial grafles and houfe~feeding.

A certain
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A certain gentleman of confiderable experience in -
breeding, and whom I highly refpeft, has been {o en-
Sangled by Mr, Bakewell’s doltrine of breeding within
the fame family, felecting always from the beft, that he
told me, if I publifhed my opinion, he would publicly
write againfl it; if he does, it will, I am fure, be with
the difpaflionate manners of a gentleman, and a candid
and fair difcuffion of the fulya&

For my part I n:knuwlem 1am nnr.muph w
to any parl;mlhr upmi‘on on the fubjeét, and am only
led by fuch arguments and obfervations, as hitherto

A feem to me to be the molt conclufive.

This gentleman wifhed, I fhould erale every word I
had written on this fubjet, and adopt and write his
opinion as my own. That for the prefent I ;rr;:uliF beg

leave to decline, but fhall not deprive the public of an
idea and a praltice, which he values fo highly, and
fhall therefore give his defcription of both in his own
words, and leave the public at full option to decide for

’-__# ) Iﬁ,{; \

themfelves. They are as follows :
¢¢ It is generally believed, that the original breed of
cattle, peculiar to this county and to Ireland in general,
were black cattle, fimilar to thofe of the county of
Kerry and North Wales, Few of them unmixed are
found in this diltrit; they have been altered by the
admixtuore of bulls from England of wvarious breeds,
and their delcendants, without any judicious feleétion,
and very few good cattle are any where to be feen.
The
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The mode of improvement, recommended by the moft
fkilful breeders in England, is applicable to this coun-
try, viz. a fele€tion of males and females of the fame
breed poflefling the moft valuable qualities, from whofe
offspring the beft are again to be chofen and bred in
ond in with the beft of the fame breed, but not croffed
with a different breed, which is reckoned to mongre-
lize and produce degeneracy.”

One, and only one word more on this fubject; it is
only to obferve, that a felection out of the fame breed
{feems to have been defigned by nature, from the ori-
ginal laws and intercourfe of the animal and vegetable
creation. And if even now a feletion from the beft
of the fame breed only was to produce good young, the
benefit of good cattle muft remain exclufively to the
rich, and even among them to the few amateurs of in
and in feleflion. 1 alfo feel impelled to mention, what I
am informed of, that fome of the moft celebrated

breeders of England felet promifcuoufly the beft of
~ any family eut or in for breeding. And the noble and
beautiful herds of oxen and fheep, to be feen in the
counties of Meath, Weltmeath, Rofcommon, &ec.
thongh having bone in proportion to their weight, and
bred with no nice feleCtion out and owt, prove, that Ire-
land is the land of beef and mutton, as well as of
potatoces.

Market 3
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Markets or fairs for them.

In the annexed lift of fairs, thofe of Leitrim, Car-
rick, Mohill, Cloon, Rufky, Dromot, Dromahare, Ma-
norhamilton, and Lurganboy are the principal ones for
milch cows, dry and young wm;fw, and for
fat and uthﬂqgjcp}ha;ﬂd_ufﬂmu and winter.

and fold at an encreafe of price, fo that the feeder will

have from two to three guineas for the grafs. Indeed,
they feldom arrive at fo high a price as ten. The
milch cows from five to ten guineas, fometimes more,

and feldom fo much. Heifer and bullock year-old

calves fell from thirty mﬂlingﬁ to three or four pounds,
feldom fo much; two year-olds from three to fix

pounds, and fo on, according to their age and good-
nefs. :

Modes of feedin g-

. By grafs io fummer, hay and ftraw in wiater,
Howw
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How far boufed in winter.

In g:nﬁral houfed from about the middle of Decem-

ber till May ; but many, who are alittle in the grazing
line, do not houfe their two, three, or four year old
cattle; and the ftrong vitriolic, almoft perennial, rufhes
and grafs are admirably well calculated for this pur-
pofe. Thofe cattle, unlefs in very fevere weather,

aeither require nor get cither hay or ﬂrmilr.

Natural graffes,

Vary according to the foil. The moors, bogs, and
mountains, befide being covered with heath, mofs, wa-
terflag, prickly bogrufh, common clubrufh, bullrufh,
%c. are feen to prow cotton-grafs, moor-grafs, imall
matweed or mat-grafs, grey, turfy, filvery leaved and
heath hair-grafles, earthy hair-grafs, water hair-grafs,
hard and fheep’s fefcue grafles, and many others of the
moor and aquatic kinds. The tilly, gravelly, and coarfe
foils grow moft of the panic-gralles, meadow and dar-

nel grafles, fome of the fefcue grafles, many of the
bent brome, ard in the improved fields fome of the
oat,
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oat, barley, and wheat graffes. DBut in the grounds of
fuperior quality are to be met, befide a rich profufion
- of all the trefoils, clovers, vetches, daifies, and almoft
~all the herbs valued for the brute. creation, the moft
_ efteemed grafles for pafturage and meadow. The
~ fweet-{cented {pring grafs, the meadow, foft creeping,
~ and fweet-fcented graffes, enrich and perfume the ficlds.

- Here are the meadow, foxtail, and tall oat-gralles
~ without awns, yellow and foft ditto, the fmooth and
 hairy-ftalked brome graffes, flote, darnel, and meadow
- fefcue grafles, the beft of the darnel and melic graffes,
mu&h—ﬂnkd, wood and great meadow-grafles, with

many others too tedious to enumerate here, as I am

fure a general defcription was looked for rather than a
{y{tematic and minute account.

Artificial graffes,

None, except perhaps the promifcuous produce of
the hayloft thrown along with fome grain into a field,
and that fame anly by two or three gentlemen.

Mode of hba yraking.

The hay is fhaken with the hands from the fwarth,
then turned with a fork, then fometimes on the firfl,
G often
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often on the fecond day, made into very {mall lapcocks;
- the third day it is fhaken out, turned once or twice,
and made into large cocks, and on the fifth or fixth
day into meadow or tramp-cocks. However, this is
not all fometimes. without interruption, and of courle
exception, according as the weather anfwers,

i
F
[

Dairiesy their produce.

No dairies at all in this county, unlefs we call by
that name a few little milk-fhops in Carrick-on-Shan-
non, and fome of the other towns. Their produce muft E
therefore be unnoticeable, though confiderable quan-
tities of butter are fold by the petty landholders, who |

don’t eat it themielves.

Prices of hides, tallow, wool, and quantities fold.
Hides fell from 24d. to ¢d. per pound ; the quantity
fold yearly, is about 4,886 hides, kips, runners, and
calfskins 3 about 3,320 of thofe beef hides ; tallow fells
from 3+. to gs. 2d. per f{tone ; the quantity fold yearly,
about 7000 {tone. The average price of wool is 17+
per ftone, and quantity fold annually about 12 packs.

Farms
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Farms.

Their fize, in general, very fmall—and be they ever
fo fmall, almoft always in common, among a number

of tenantry; from twenty to forty and fifty acres is
the common fize, not including bog and mountain, of

which confiderable traéts often belong to thofe fmall
farms. This account, however, dont refer to the few
grazing and fattening farms, which are more extenfive.

Some few of the landlords begin to fubdivide the farms,
and deal them out in feparate portions to the tenants, a

pratice, which always proves highly benchcial to the
lord and tenant.

Farm-houfes and Qffices

Muft and do bear a proportion to the above defcription
of the farms themfielves 3 they are long and narrow,
and but tob often agree with an ancient, and perhaps,
not inaccurate account, written in verfe, and called,
Weflern Ifle, or Gilld's Feaff. In defcribing Gillo’s
houfe, it was faid,

¢ At one of th’ ends he kept his cows,
¢ At th’ other end he kept his fpoule ;
¢ On bed of ftraw, without leaft grumble,
¢ Nay, with delight, did often tumble ;
¢ Without
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“ Without partition, or a fkreen,

¢ Or f{preading curtain, drawn between,

“ Without concern, expofed they lay,

¢ Becaule it was their country’s way ;

# And, when occafion did require,

“ In midft of houle a mighty fire,

“ OF black dried earth, and fwinging blocks,
% Was made, enough to roaft an ox,

* From whence arofe fuch clouds of fmoak,
“ As either you or me would choak ;

* But when the fcorching fire burn'd clear,

¢ The rolling fmoke did difappear.——&e. &ec,

In fat, this account is too often, to this day, not
undefcriptive of many of the poor cabins—but truth

alfo requires to declare, that thofe hovels are getting fl‘

fewer by degrees ; chimneys, partitions, and feparatc
cow-houfes, fometimes ornament the little dwelling,
and this cow-houle, and {fometimes a bit of a barn, form
the whole extent of the offices.

It was, I believe, in the reign of King Charles the
Second, that an a&t of parliament paffed in England,
prohibiting, in the {triftelt manner, the building of any
more wooden houfes in that country ; they were never
fo great a nuifance, as the peltilential finks of filth,
which, to this day, pafs for human habitations in this
country ; they contaminate the air, and deftroy the
health of all, who are doomed to fuch a refidence—
they pofitively demand more loudly, and more ferioufly,
the interference of the legiflature, for alteration and

.improvement,

‘
]
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improvent, than ever did all the danger attending King
Charles’s wooden houfes; for death is at once a coup
de grace to the vitims of conflagration, while the me-
phitis of filth, flowly and infenfibly infufing its poifon,
induces a torpor, a feemingly natural indolence, a con-
fequent idlenefs, and mifery, until, at length, the rank-
ling gas has fubdued the nerves, and terminated life, in

a putrid diffolution, fpreading far and wide, in its acrial
diffufion, peftilence and death, and entailing on the
remnant forvivors of its devaftation, ficknels, idlencis,

- and famine.

Mode of repaiving them, whether by Landlord or T enant.

" The repairs are always by the landlord, mﬁrﬂr
the tenant.”

Here, as throughout the kingdom, fee-li mple ¥ree-
hold, copyhold, and leafes for lives, or ycars.

General .El!n# of Leafes.

Leafes are generally made for three lives, or thirty-
one years ; very few for any longer time, and fome-
times but for one life, often not the beft, nor the
youngelt.

, * This is very unufual in Lreland.
1 . | Particular
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Particular claufes therein,

Generally exclude fetting, felling, or alienation of any
kind, without the leffor’s confent. ‘The tenants are
fometimes, but feldom, obliged Ejr a particular claufe,
to fand, gravel, or otherwife manure, a certain portion
of their tenure, on condition of proportionate allow-
ance in the rent—there are no other particalar clanfes
i any currency.

Rints and Taxes paid by Tenants.

The light, hungry, foxy, tilly grounds, defcribed
in fome of the fouthern parts, pay from ten to fifteen
fhillings per acre; many farms in thofe parts have ne-
ver been furveyed, and pay fmall bulk rents.

In the middle and lower parts, where the grounds are
coarfe and rufhy, with a thin ftratum of alumihous
gravelly furface, from 15+ to 205 per acre is the com-
mon rent. In other parts, according to the goodnefs

of the foil, the rent rifes to thirty, and towards gos.
per acre, about the towns ftill higher.

Quit and crown rents are generally paid by the land-
lords. "Lhe contingent county, or grand jury cefles,
are, in general, 3:d. per acre; on account of the ex-
pences of a mew jail, which is now in the progrefs of

building,
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bnilding, they amounted laft year to 7d,, and this year
o 9d. per acre. |

by ffwfﬂ# of working Herfes or Bullocks to n!ir Size of

..Fﬂﬂﬂ.l'.

- No bullocks, as mentioned, 1Iiﬁ'v.::u'!nr.'::'l,. cxcept by two

~ gentlemen, and the proportion of horfes is impofiible
~ to afcertain with any degree of exaétnefs, on account
~ of the mixed co-partnerfhip, in which the tenants hold
| their farms, fome of whom are too poor to keep one
horfe. The man, who holds a proportion of the farm,
Hfufficient to fupport four or five head of cattle, large

and {mall, moft commonly in the latter end of aurumn,

or in winter, purchafes a year or two year old colt or
- filly, which he fells out in the courfe of the enfuing

fummer, at fome profit, after having the fpring work,
to wit, harrowing and bafketting out his manure.—

Stronger or older horfes they feldom have, or require,
as 1 dont know many farms, which, even in conjunc-
tion, keep a plough, that work being done by the loy
(or fpade). P

General fize of Fields or Enclofs ures,

-
¥
£)

Depends on the extent of the farm, and nunmiber of
co-partners 3 and, as the fize of no two farms in the

b

:ﬂunt!

il BrPaEYET W & o
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county moft probably is the fame, the fields and en-
clofures muft be different in extent. = As to any fuch
regular divifion of fields or enclofures, as we {fee about
Dublin, and in England, no fuch thing is to be met
with, in the county of Leitrim—for even thofe, who
have a great deal of good lands for grazing, neglett
this moft laudable pradice of dividing and enclofing,
and it is only in a few demefnes, of a few gentlemen,
that any thing of the fort is to be {eem.

Nature of Fences.

The fences are in general a drain from four to fix
feet wide, and raifed or backed at one fide with clam-~
my plaftic aluminous earth, to a height of-three or four
feet. This fort of ditch, as it foon hardens almoft into
brick, becomes f{trong, and anfwers all their purpofes
of fencing, except where there are fheep; in which
cafe, they top the ditches with a layer of fods, and
under each fod place a fmall tuft of fome brufh, or
anderwood, fuch as haw-thorn, black-thorn, or bram-
ble, and thus, for the feafon, guard againft the invafion
even of the fheep. The ftone walls are fo few, and
thofe only about a few gentlemen’s- houfes, as to ex-
clude them from notice. In the front of the ditch juft
defcribed, fome lay young hawthorn plants in the dig-
ging of if, which in a few years prove 2 very good

fence.

Mode
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Mede of Hedge-rovos and keeping Hedges.

The common mode of hedge-rows has been juft de-
{cribed under the head of fences. In building up the
ditches, they lay in front of it, within about three feet
of the top, a fingle row of young hawthorn plants,
which, as the ditch commonly Eﬂlmtlt;ﬂ‘, and that
from above they are out of the reach of the cattle,
gtncmﬂydaﬂmﬂry well, and in the fouthern parts
of the county, where they are chiefly to be feen, dré
extremely ufeful to the hufbandman, as they remain @
perpetual fence, a fhelter for cattle, and very much or-
nament the face of the country.

But the few rich farmers and gentlemen build ftrong
double-faced ditches, with double rows, at each fide,
of hawthorn and crab-tree, and interfperfed with afth,
elm, bee¢ch, and other forelt trees, and fometimes a
row of fome of the latter on the top of the ditch. Thole
ditches always preferve themfelves, and the plants
from cattle, as they are wide and deep, and moft com~

monly filled with water.
Moade of Draining.

Io the county of Leitrim, little indeed can be faid of

that branch of hufbandry, juft as little, as the know=
u . ledge
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ledge and praftice of it ought to be univerfal, as pro-
duttive of immenfe fcopes of verdant and dry fields,
in licu of black mountains and quagmires, and thatat
a very trifling expence, as fhall appear under the head
of improvement of bogs, &c.

Ancient Rome, and ancient England, nothwithf{tand-
ing Mr. Prefton’s affertions, knew the benefit and prac-
tice of furface and hollow draining, as alfo did France
and Italy ; and the county of Leitrim moft probably
may date, from very early periods, all the knowledge,
or pratice they at this day poffels of draining. It ex-
tends fimply to the removal of the rain-water, which is
retained on the furface of their {tff tenacious foil, and
(tiffer and more tenacious underftrata; this they effelt,
by rounding the ridges, whether of potatoes, or corn,
fo as to give a fall to the water into the furrows, which
they take care to keep clear, for the water to run
through, ‘and to cut other open furface drains, fome-
times at top, fometimes at bottom, or {fometimes through
the middle, or other parts of the field, where the water
may find the cafielt defcent or efcape ; and this prattice,
1 find, accords with that of Suffex, Surry, and many
other parts of England, where the foils are of a fimilar

nature.
It would be impoffible, within the compals of {fucha

little tra&t as this, fatisfatorily to defcribe the new dif-
coveries and improvements, in the draining of every

(ort of land, particularly by Mr. Elkington—nor would
it
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it ferve any ufeful end, to increafe repetition on repeti-
tion, and volume over volume. Elkington himfelf,
Johafton, and others, are as open to the public to read,

as the defcription of the county Leitrim will be. Itis

not merely for thofe, who can purchafe books, the Dub-
lin Society are making thofe compilations ; it is chiefly,
1 have no doubt, for the lower orders of the people,

among whom, it is to be prefumed, intelligible eafy pan- .
deéts will be difperfed, colletted and arranged in a fami-
liar manner, and compofed of all that is fubftantial and

ufefol to the hufbandman.
However, as Mr. Elkington has acquired fach well-

merited celebrity in his line, I fhall beg leave to enume-

rate the three principles, on which he founds his theory
and practice.

Firfl, upon finding out the main-fpring, or caufe of
the mifchief, without which, nothing effeftual can be
done. Secondly, upon taking the level of that {pring,

and afcertaining its fubterrancous beavings. And, thirdly,

by making ufe of the augre, to reach or tap the {pring,
when the depth of the drain is not fufficient for that
purpofe. It fhould, however, not be forgotten, that
upwards of _thirty years ago, fod or pipe-draining was
known and praétifed in the county of Leitrim, by a few
individual gentlemen. It was introduced by the late
Mr. Tenifon, who alfo introduced among his own
tenantry and others, and thereby enriched them, the

praftice of liming and fanding. His memory claims

H 2 every

h
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every tribute due to the truly benevolent and worthy
man, in all the bearings of the words. |

+ As this fod or pipe-draining is the fimpleft, and the
cheapeft, as it excludes the idea of filling with cither
(Yone, firaw, wood, or flubble; and as, in a country,
where there is little danger of their being choaked, or
{poiled by heavy cartage, or ploughing, thofe drains
will, T am pretty certain, remain as durable and ufeful
as the more expenfive ones, they therefore claim here a
particular defeription.

The method of executing fod or pipe-drains is, by
digginga trench, of a certain widch and depth, and then,
by taking out the laft fpit with the narrow draining
{pade, a fhoulder is left on each fide,*upon which a fod
of turf, dug in grafs-land, is laid, grafs-fide down-
wards, and the mould thrown in over it.

The method and tools for executing thofe drains,
have been well defcribed by T. B. Bayley, Efg. in the

valuable georgical effays, publifhed by Dr. Hunter

of York. In Lancafthire, nearly in the fame manner,
by leaving fhoulders to the drains, about a foot and a
half from the bottom, and laying over thefe crofs picces
of dried peat, or turf, feveral extenfive bogs have been
dramned 3 the pratice having been lately introduced,
their durability cannot be afcertained in fuch wet foils.
Mr. Keon, of Keonbrook, has, to my own knowledge,
by means of pipe, or fod-draining; reclaimed fome ex-
tenfive fields, which were fo four, rufhy, pouchy, and

wet,
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wet, as to be qguite a nuifance; and converted them

into beautifal grafly plains, 'whh:h, for m&r years,
have remained perfeftly dry. .
Mr. Percy, of Paradife, has recldiimed a very exten-

five, and fine demefne, by hollow (but I think he told
me) filled drainingi-ind this demefne was of the four-
eft, rufhieft, and worft of qualities.
~ As the knowledge and utility of draining cannot be

too often repeated and inculcated, I muft add a very
fewhﬂﬂfﬁﬂﬂ’mﬁcﬁ fpecies, as feems moft adapt-
ed to the foil of Leitrim.

1t Mall be only briefly to obferve, that though, in
general, the very uppermolt {tratum is of a retentive,
impervious nature, for which their own common prac-
tice of open furface-draining can be of any ufe, yet,
to this general nature of the foil there are exceptions,
as fome are, at the very furface, porous, pervious, and ab-
forbent of rain,fometimes toa confiderable depth ; fome-
times even the underftratum is chiefly compofed of rock,
abforbent marles, fand, gravel, or fome other pervious

ftratum. Sometimes the next underftratom is clay,
gravel cemented with clay, or fome other tenacious

The whole fecret then lies in cutting the drain down
through this impenetrable bed, which retains the wet,
and by oozing, or otherwife, throws or retains it on

the furface.

- Great
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Great care fhould be taken to direét thofe drains in
an oblique manner, to give juft fufficient fall to carry
off the water in a gentle current, by which means, they

are lefs apt to choak; or blow up.

In the weftern counties of England, where the wet-
nefs proceeds chiefly from rain, and the fields are nearly
level, they mark the drains regularly at a rod (163 feet)
a rod and a half, or two rods afunder, acrols th_ land,
from ditch to ditch. |

It is a general rule, not to condutt too many drains
to the fame mouth, or outlet, left a burft, or blow up,
and, of courle, 2 gen:rnl derangement be the conle-
‘Flm 2 24 o ) R WL DY e

The depth is various, a::urdmg to t'.hi: nature of the
foil, and many other circumftances. Many years ago,
three feet was the common depth in moft foils ; but for
the laft twenty years, it has feldom exceeded thirty, or
thirty-two inches. The deeper they are cut in pervious
foils, the more they will operate in removing the moii-
ture ; but, where the fpade reaches an impervious {oil,
it is enough : a few inches, however, into this impervi-
ous bed will be a fafer and more permanent channel for
the water.

One rule fhould be invariably obferved—that is, that
the depth {hould be fufficient to guard againft the weight
of cattle, or carting, that might injure the polition of
the materials ufed in filling the drains, or the pipes,

or fods, if finifhed in that way.
In
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In all the modern drainings, the farmers cut them as
narrow as poffible, as a faving in the materials ufed for
filling them, fuch as bufhes, poles, fpray, or ftraw;
but, if brick or ftones are ufed, this rule cannot be ad-
hered to. Heath, black thorn, willow, alder, afp, or
beech boughs, green, are found very durable.

As to the methods of furface-draining by ftrong
ploughs, I fay nothing about them, till we firlt have
the ploughs. v B

Neither fhall I fay a word of the invention for drain-
ing land in Effex, as defcribed in the Agricultural report
of that county, as it requires both horfes and machinery,
which we have no profpett of for years to come,

Thofe hints, which I hg:vc chiefly fele¢ted from Mr.

Johafton, who collefted them, and many other ufeful
obfervations, from communications tranimitted to the
Board of agriculture, I have taken the liberty of intro-
ducing here ; and which, though done in a detached
inaccurate way, may, I hope, prove of fome ufe, if
works of this kind fhall at all reach the poor, or be
made intelligible to them. As to the prodigious bene-
nefits arifing from draining, in general, it is impoffible
to fay enough.

Mr. Young, of Clare, fays, « I have a field, that
ufed to be fo wet and poachy in the winter, as not to
be able to bear the weight of a fheep. I land-drained
and fallowed it, then fowed it with wheat, without

any
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any manure, and had a crop equal to half the ﬂlue of
the land.”

Mr. Vancouver, in fpeaking of the improvements in
the county of Effex, has the following remark on the
importance of draining :—¢ There is no improvement,
to which the heavy land hufbandry of this county
owes {o much, as to the fortunate introduction, and con- |
tinuance, of the practice of hollow-draining ; the means
of melioration, and the conféquent fources of fertility
thence derived from the {oil, over and above what it
formerly yielded, are not more important, and valua-
ble in the prefent day, than permanent and precious, as
they muft prove in their confequences hereafter, &c.”

H ature of Manures.

The manures are here rich and abundant; as the |
greateft part of the county is compofed of hills and '
vallies. There is, I venture to believe, fcarce a fingle é
valley, or flat, in the whole county, that does not tecm
with gravels of different kinds, limeftone gravels, or
limeftone, marls of all colours and proportions of chalk,
argill, and flint. This, however,is not without excep- l
tion—there are two little diftricts of the county, called
Ballynagleragh and Glenfain, deftitute of limeftone;
and it is pleafant to fee, that the whole county have
got
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gotinto {o animated a fpirit of improving, and manuring,
that thofe diftri¢ts ferry and cart the limeftone, from
three to four miles ; and, after all the confequent ex-
pence and trouble, have enriched themfelves, particu-
larly in Glenfain, by thofe induftrious exertions, and,
the application of this manure, according as experi-
ence has direfted them. It is, however, much to be
lamented, that they have not hitherto known any thing
of the.method of working turf and lime into compofts,
with or without the other fubftances, fo much recom-
mended by the Agricultural reports, Society of Am-

fterdam, Young, Headrik, &c.—nor is it poffible,
within the limits of this little work (though ever fo

condenfed) to comprize any thing .likc the particular
diretions, neceflary for the application of particular
manures to the different foils. Mr. Kirwan's ineftima-
ble effay on this fubjet, particularly chap. 6th. which
treats, “ Of the manures mofl advantageoufly applicable to

the dfﬂfﬂf Soils, and of the caufes of their beneficial gﬁ*ﬂ
in each inflance,” cannot be too much recommended for

brevity, clearnefs, and utility, not only to the lettered,
but the unlettered hulbandman 3 and it is for this rea-
fon, I fo much admire the fixth chapter, not that every
word of the "il'hﬂlﬁ ellay is notintitled to individual ad-
miration. It is, again I muft repeat it, flome manual of
this kind, both brief and intelligible, and difperfed
among the people, that will do more {ervice, than all

the voluminous produétions of the Society.
I W aler
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I ater is by one gentleman (Counfellor Johniion, of
Oakfield) ufed as a manure, by irrigation, or rather oc-
cafional inundations 3 it enriches his grounds, whether
for grazing, or tillage, to an incredible degree,

Turf-afbes are in the greateft ufe here, as a moft excel-
lent manure—various are the opinions about it—Mr.
Headrick condemns it, and fays it reduces the foils it is
laid on to a caput mortuum. In many parts of England, it
is in the higheft efteem—an acre of bog has been fold,
near Newberry, for £.200, to burn. In Leitrim, for
the laft twenty years, experience has proved, every
fpecies of afhes, red, yellow, white, &c. a molt excel-
lent manure. Here again, it is inpoffible to fketch out
into the various kinds of foils, to which turf-afhes, or
its different kinds are applicable.

Putrid Water, of ftagnant pools, ditches, and lteep-
ing of flax, it is much to be regretted, are here totally

negleted.
Swweepings of roads, ditches, and river weeds, are fome-
rimes colle€ted and ufed as manure; but, if thefe were
mixed with earth and lime, and fuffered to ferment,
they would prove of much greater value.

Sea-weeds, fbellsy, and gravel, are ufed with great ad-
vantage, in the fmall part of the county, that joins the

{ea.

The neccflary ordure, we are told, is confidered the

moft valuable of all manures in China—and that their
laws prohibit the walte of it. Some fine fifted coal-
: afhes,
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alhes, or frefh flacked lime, thrown down the necefla-
ries, would correct and prevent any offenfive effuvia,
and increafe the quantity, and value of the compoit.
By this means alfo, its removal would De rendered
perfeétly inoffenfive to the workmen.

Seweepings of flreets and coal-afbes.—Thole are proved
to be a moft excellent manure, though the parifth of
Marybone, but a few years ago, paid to the fcaven-
gers £.500 a year for removing them. But now the
fcavengers pay the parifh £.1,050 per annum, for the

liberty of carrying them away.

‘ Mud, and fea fludge are here cﬂll::ﬂ:zd, and prove of
the moft enriching quality as manures.

Uriney of all kinds, unfortunately is here totally ne-
gletted, although, with turf-earth, and other {ub-

ftances, it would furm an enriching r.umpo[t

Dunghills. —Thuﬁ‘: are here managed in the moft un-
economical, diforderly, deftruftive manner. They are

either heaped up high, fo as to lofe their belt juices,
or fcattered about almoft totally uncollefted, while their
rich brown fertilizing effence rivulets away, or evapo-
rates in the open air.

Here it would be in vain to recommend all the nicety
of brick refervoirs, fet in terras-mortar, &c. as fug-

gefted by Mr. Bayley, and addrefled to the Agricultu-

ral fociety of Manchelter, in 1795.
But any poor man could eafily dig one pit, for his

dunghill, near the cow-houfe, and another contiguous
1 2 to
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to it, to which there might be a fall for the urine of
his horfe and cows, and the draining of much water
from the dunghill. This he could eafily believe and
learn, muft be a high improvement to his dunghill,
thrown every day with a fhovel on it, and there cover-
ed with a layer of turf-earth, or good foil ; and to {ee
this r:gu]a*rljr done, is a daty which, without any ex-
pence, might be impofed on the conftables, and go have
the dunghills* placed, at leaft, fixty yards from the
cabins.

Horfe and Cow-dung.—Though according to an apho-
rifim of Mr. Kirwan’s, it ¢ is a proper ingredient in the
appropriated manures of all forts of foils,” as it fupplies the
carbonaceous principle, itis here, as we have feen, moft
lamentably mifmanaged, fo as to require the interfer-
ence of fome foftering benevolence to fet them right.

Fallewing is not at all prattifed here.

Of draining, enough has been faid already. Of par-
ing and burning under another head.

GENERAL SUBJECTS.

Population,

Tortunate indeed, that, according to Smith on the

Wealth of Nations, poverty and population are fynoni-

mous. A half-ftarved Highland woman (he fays) will
frequently
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frequently bear twenty children, while a pampered fine
lady is incapable of bearing one. DBarrennefls, {o fre-
quent among women of fafhion, is rarely heard of
among the lower orders—luxury in the fair fex, while
it cloys the paffion of enjoyment, feems always to
weaken, often to deftroy the powers of generation,
But « poverty,” he fays, « and extreme mifery and dii-
trefs in Scotland impede population,” and as an extreme
degree of cither luxury or mifery is generally unknown
in this county, and as our poor arc tolerably paid in
wages, which he looks upon as a great promoter of

population 3 profperity, therefore, as” far as it arifes
from population and a fitnefs for encreafing it, we may |

count as our owil.

'L he prodigious increafe of pupulntmn, which ought,
but from fome fatality does not at this day exift in Eu-

rope, may eafily be conceived, upon recolleCting the
millions and myriads, which inoculation has added to
our numbers ; and from the calculation of Sir William
Blackftone, who is ever ftrictly accurate in all his afler-
tions, every one muft have, io the tenth collateral de-
gree, 262,144 relations—and at forty degrees upwards

one million of millions of anceftors.

As to the population of the county of Leitrim, 1
have been as accurate as poffible, having taken the
~umber of the families in each parifh from the books

of each individual parifh clergyman, and multiplicd each
family
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family by five, which gives a total number of inhabi-
tants in the whole county of %6,630.

Number and fize of Villages and Towns.

~ The number of towns are nineteen—the moft confi-
derable of them are Carrick-on-Shannon, Carrigallen,
Mohill, Ballinamore, and Manorhamilton. Thui?e contain
cach about eighty houfes, large and {mall, moft of them
truly very {mall, - The {ubordinate towns are Drom-
{hambo, Drumkerrin, Georgia, Newtowngore, Lur- .
-ganboy, &c.—~Thole, and fome others, contain from
fifteen to twenty houfes, and a few of the towns have,
for inftance Bundrows, only two or three houfes,

As to villages in this county, the houfes don't at all
clufter together ; and though all the tenantry are in
co-partnerfhip, they build their houfes afunder, on fe-
parate parts of the fame farm. I don’t know a village
in the county, but one, viz. Caftlefore, containing from
thirty to forty houfes—it lies between Ballinamore and
Cafhcarrigan.

Mﬁ'ﬂﬁﬂﬂ, Fﬂfﬂ FMJ, .'ma’ Cfﬂaﬁfﬂg gf the lbaver rank, —
Their general Coft.

The habitations have been defcribed under the head
of farm-houfes and offices. The coft of thefe habita-

tions,
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tions, as now built, together with a little barn and cow-
houfe, will amount to from five to ten or twelve
pounds. -

The fuel is turf, which they have everywhere in

convenient abundance. The coft for a fingle hearth
they feldom calculate—it might amount to about three
guineas.

The general food is potatoes and oaten bread, with
butter and eggs, with great fﬂ:lHng: of pork, beef,
and mutton at Chriftmas and Eafter. The coft cannot
otherwife be afcertained, than by knowing, that a la-
h:uuﬁng man, on a co-partner’s divifion of twelve acres
of land, for which he pays 20s. per acre, will fupport a
family of five, fix, or more, on the above food—conle-
quently, the average coft of fupporting each individoal
of the family, would be gos. per head ; but then, if
credit is given for the {pinning, working, and indultry

of the wife and children, this coft might arife to abour
4l. a piece.
The clothing is remarkably neat, clean, and {trong.

The coat is moft commonly of frize, which is made up
for about 20s.—the breeches always corderoy, and

fome fancy waiftcoat, are made up for about 20s. more ;
the hat, fhoes, fhirt, and ftockings come to 16s.—fo

that the whole fuit is made up for £.2 : 165

Price
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Price of Wages, Labour, and Provifiens.

The wages for labour is from 4d. to 64. per day,
which they are allowed out of the rent of fome {mall
quantity of land, which they hold, together with a
cabin, at about 4os. per acre, and 4os. for the grafs of
each cow—thofe are called cottiers—but thofe, who aie
called on to work occafionally, reccive 61d., {fometimes
more, per day, befide breakfaft and dinner.

The price of provifions fluctuates every year, and
often within the fame year. The common price of one
hundred of potatoes, (eight f{tone) is from 1s. to 2s.
though, this year, it amounted to five or fix. A hun-
dred of oaten-meal generally fells at from 8s. but, this
year, exceeded 3or.

They feldom, in this county, want provifions, and
molt commonly difpofe of their redundancy to the coun-
ties of Sligo and Rofcommon, at the markets ot Car-
rick-on-Shannon and Sligo.

Ufe of Beer and Spirits, whether eithery or which is in-
creafing.

Even before {pirits had rifen to the prodigious price
they now bear, the ufe of them was rapidly declining
in
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in this county, infomuch, that at fairs, markets, and
patron - congregations ‘théy finifly their bufinefs at the
tormer, . pray at the latter, and then chat and difpute,
without battery, bloodfhed, or drunkennefs, which but
a few years ago difgraced the meetings of thofe people—

but, fince the price of {pirits has become fo EnOrmous,

the people have moft perfeétly recavered their fenfes,

and almolt totally lefe off the ufe of them, The ufe of
beeris rather increafing, but ﬂua&, whnhnmﬂtnﬁr

of milk hﬂ:,u.:l'#:ﬁz, by fome infpiration, acquired a
knowledge, and the truth of Hippocrates’s apharifm,
which prenounces « pure running water the moflt falus

briows E'I:"r.rn'agn"

PRI

" State -gg" . Rmn}, B‘rfdfg-r.r s Eﬂ-. '

Some of the rﬂarlis, phfﬁfﬁhﬂf'nﬂ? the reﬂﬂ“uﬁhl
of gentlemen, are in very good urd:i'; but, in many
other parts, particularly in the parifhes of Cloon, Mo-
hill, Inithmacrath, and Killarga, they are Ih#mqfu_!!f

broken and bad. The bridges are in good condi %
there feems to be one neceffary at Fenah,

State of Navigation, and navigable Rivers,

XL'here is but one navigation, and one navigable river
in_this county. Upwards of twenty years ago, the

K old
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old Navigation company opened a canal from near
Longford to Battle-bridge, which is within three miles
of Lough Allen, and about the fame diftance of Car-
rick-on-Shannon. A few locks only, and fome track-
ways, are wanting to make this a complete canal. This
was done for the purpofe of opening a communication
between Lough Allen and Limerick, which, all to
about three miles, is effeted, and even the greateft part
of the excavation for thofe three miles finithed. Slates,
military baggage, and various articles, are now convey-
ed by water from Carrick-on-Shannon to Limerick.
This canal will meet the Royal canal at Tnnnunhnrrf
The only river, which in a great part of its courfe
through the country is navigable, is the Shannon. The
Royal canal, it is hoped, will in a few years have ar-
rived at Tormonbarry, which, 'ﬁy the old navigation
canal, may communicate with Lough Allen ; and as this
1:11:.:, according to levels already taken, is upwards of
one hundred feet, Mr. Kirwan fays, to a certainty
:1Eht]r feet, higher than the fea at Sligo—but little, if

any doubt remains, of a direCt water communication
between Dublin and that town, before any confidera-
ble lapfe of time.

This opens a brilliant profpect for the working and
improvement of all the ores, clays, and collieries of
Leitrim and Rofcommon, for the mutual interchange
of the redundant productions of Leinfter and Con-

naught,
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naught, and for the focial and enriching intercourfe of
every fpecies of commerce.

Of Fifberies.

4
;'I'

- There are none in the county, :n:!pt the catching of
a few falmon at Buadrﬂw:, here and l:héh': a few eels

wiers, and ﬂ:rjrwhm the common rod and nﬂ-ﬁﬂﬂng
of all lakes and rivers. The lakes and rivers are here,
literally fpeaking, all alive with various forts of fifh—
pike, bream, trout, falmon, eel, &c. but particularly
perch, which any little boy, with tolerably good imple-
ments, may catch loads of, from the beginning of May
to the end of September—but their rods and hooks

are in general fo coarfely prepared, as to und:r.ﬂv: the
fith, and they come home often empty-handed ; I fpﬁlk

{from experience, and fay, that from the immenfe abun-
dance of thofe fith, which can be caught by the means
of fine hosksi, lines, flies, baits, and nets, in a very fhort
time, that in hard times, fuch as the two lalt fommers,
it would by no means be degrading to public attention,
to have boys a little inftrufted in the art and imple-
ments of fithing. It is impoflible, that a little boy,
decently appointed, with a fine hook, line, and good
bait, could {fpend three hours at Lough Allen, without
catching perch enongh to fuffice a family of hve or

{fix for one day.

K 12 Stale
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State of Education, Schocls, and rh:lrrirl&k fqﬂﬂm‘aﬂm

The ftate of education amounts to this and no more,
that I believe it may be faid, without exception, that
cvery father in the county fends H:s children to a m::lgh-
bouring fchool, where they learn to ferawl a lietle
writing, to réad as they arc taught, and fome of the
rules of arithinetic. Some make confiderable
ciency in thofe branches, and turn out fmart pedlars,
fhopkeepers, and dealers. There are fome of them
now in Dublia, who have realized confiderable proper-

In the town of Jamefllown tiere was lately built a
decent {chool-houfe, by the Earl of Montrath, endow-
ed with .40 a year, which will foon rife to £.6o,
intended as a free fthool for the poor of the neigh-
bourhood.

In the parith of Kilafnet there are, from time imme-
morial, four acres of good land for the fupport of a
parifh fchool. a
 There is no infirmary, or charitable inftitution,
though Mr. Lateuche offered to the Grand Jury te
contribite £.500 for that purpoie.

Of Abfentee and refident Proprietors,

Not one individual, except three or four, of thofe, who
have confiderable properties in this county, refides withe
in
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im it. Lord Leitrim, Lord and Lady Southwell, Right
Hon. Theophilus Jones; Lord Clements, Mr, Tottesham,
Lady de Clifford, Mr. William Rowley, Mr. Clements,
Minor St. George, Lord Befborough, Right Hon, Da-
vid Latouche and brothers, Lord Granard, Mr. Wynne,
Mr. Crofton, Counfellor Carleton, Mr. White, Mr.
__Mm:ldtn, Miaor Kcon, all hnrc ey large pmgcru:s
here, and m:rt one af’g# refi ::: Beme, ﬂ: e w
ﬂqu, Q:.% | I:n, hfr ﬁ:j*mn, and M’r
;_I’crcg,b:!.'iﬂ:s ai:mm a dnzcn gent ntli:mr.'n ﬂf fr?m I]:hl'ﬁ: to
feven or ::ght hundred a year.

FEF S e
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Qf’ nrmfnmn qf' ﬁi"a;u_y or Pqprr i

il 'w 12}
In fmall tradfations money is the currenéy—in large

ones papér—but in neither large nor finall is paper ob-
jefted to. It is as current as gold. -

-: E'T'rﬁ;‘.r- 4 « % TN

" Of Farming ov Avvicultuval Secietier.

Of thofec we have none. The example of the
united kingdom at large, it is hoped, will foon trans-

fufe its influence into this county, and induce ﬂm gm-

tlemen of it to engage in an aITm;mlmn, ﬂ:r]rwhm fo
| . produttive
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produltive of benefits the moft incalculable to the in«
terefts of farming, and economical hufbandry.

Of Manufailures, whether inéreafing.

The chief manufaltures here are bleach-greens, of
which there are four confiderable ones. Some of
thofe follow the method of boilings in pot-ath, and
expofure to the air. One, I have been told, in particu-
lar, has launched into the new method of alternate
fteepings in fulphuret and oxymuriate of lime, with
alternate wafhings and dryings, but not without a ge-
neral cry of complaint againft its effets, owing, no
doubt, to the ignorance and mifmanagement of its con-
ductors.

A very large cargo of linens, bleached in this than-
ner, has been very lately returned from Jamaica to
Dublin, and thrown on the hands of a northern gen-

tleman who fold it—law was at firft reforted to, but
ultimately the affair was referred to three gentlemen,

well verfed in that trade, and they awarded (the linens

having proved quite rotten, though beautifully white)
the Northern manufalturer to refund the price of the

cargo, and every expence attending the freight, amount-
to near /.3000

Thus, it is hoped, will be a leffon to ignorant and
inattentive adventurers—the recital of which here, it is

hﬂpﬂd’
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hoped, will be excufed, when a branch of trade, fo
vital to the intereft of the nation, is the fubjeét. |

The weaving trade is carried on in this county to a
confiderable extent.

Coarfe potteries are very numerous about Leitrim
and Dromahair. They are carried on fo extenfively
as to have gained an alcendancy over the wooden ware,
which is become fo fcarce and dear, as to have fallen
almoft into difufe. Manufactures, Itlm;ljl" be faid, are
on the encreafe, .

OFf encouragement to them, and the peculiar aptnefs of the
Situation Jor their extenfion,

No encouragement, of a public or private nature,
that I could learn, has been given to any manufature
of this county. As to the peculiar aptnefs of fitua-
tion for their extenfion, much has been faid—fo much
indeed, under the different heads of mines, minerals,
mountains, clays, canals, collieries, &c. &c. that a re-

petition of them here muft prove fulfome to the
reader.

.

Of Mills of every kind.

There are only two kinds of mills here—~common

mills for grinding oaten-meal, and tuck-mills. Of the
fﬂfm'ﬂrl
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former, there are about fifty in the county—of the
latter, which are for thickening frizes, flannels, &c.
about half a dozen. There is a mill at Dramott, with
which they grmd wheat md oats, '
[OTIMad 5 ¥ 3130 ¢ W
ROAHOTIRY o1 -1
Of Plantations” and Plarting.
nelixt svpd o) BT s W lel. .

Living perfons, who faw it, told mt;:, _th&tiﬁhﬁl:;i: I::Inl'.'l’
hundred years ago, almoft the whole county was a .
continued undivided foreft. From Drumihambo, I
ufed to hear them fay, to Drumkerrin, a diltance of
nine nr‘f::‘:ﬂ“ ;ﬂ:ﬁﬂqﬂe msugld‘ 'j:ljnf;_l the w’hnic wajr.
from tree to tree, by the branches. .

All thofe forefts muft have been burned for fuel of

eﬂ'ﬁﬂ, as the'bogs, even at this day, are only begun
to hﬂ nibbled at, about the edges, for turf. They w:rt:
cﬂrtamly ufed as fuel for the numerous lmn-wnrka

about 'Sf'm-ﬂﬂ-?“ai'ﬁm I l.'ny!':lf ‘.ha?t ﬁ:en, at Mr.
Reﬁrndiid‘ﬂ § iron-works, near ﬂl‘ﬂ-tﬂﬂlﬂtllbo, about thIrtj;r
years ago, heaps of charred timber, as large as any
three houfes in Dublin 5 and thus has ancient indolence
negleéted the fucceffion of coppicing or planting, and
difrobed a cuunt;;r of native charms, which wounld cer-

tainly render her extremely picturefque and romantic.
About thirty years ago a {pirit of reviving, and reno-
vating the face of the country, fortunately {ucceeded
to that of indolence, devaftation, and want of tafte. It
Wik
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was not till twenty-five years ago, that a regiftry had
been Kept of the 'phﬂtiticms made within the county;
and out of that regiftry, kept by the Clerk of the Peace,
I have taken the following lift of trees, planted for the
laft thirty-one years :

For ‘Mrs. O’Donnell, of Larkfield, in 17705 . 72,501
Henry Seily, Efg. Groufe-lodge, 1770, 49,940
Wm. Bailly, Efq. at Cavan, &c. 1770, = 1,300
Pien:c Ej"m_ﬂfﬂﬂr ﬂqr nﬂmﬁl‘r 1774 10,200
F. Jobnfton, Efy. Gortormone, 1776, 700
Rnbe:rl: Grogan, - - lf';;f, 184
Patrick Cullen, Efq. Skreen, - 1977, I,2n3

'Ditl:::r,” T P o
Dutg, o, 5~ WVl & I'}Hl’. 6,435
I]mu, - - - - 1791, 1,029
Thomas Law, = =~ < 1795, . 978
Con. O’Donnell, Efq. L:rkﬁ:ld, 119?: 1,990

Mnry Shanly, - - - 1798, 113

Jnmcs Elliot, - - - 4,700
Total 143:3 84

The trées planted were ath, planes, fycamore, beech,
larch, elm, fir, ealtern plancs, white ditro, laurels,

palm-trees, oaks, chefnuts, Weymouth pine, poplars,
philerea, filver fir, arbutus, lauruftinus, alder, plumb-

irce.
L | Befide
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Befide thofe already mentioned, the other few gen.
tllgn:}:ri, who do refide, cannot be faid to be backward
in tafte and extent of planting.,

() f the gﬁ":ﬁ: of the Encou ragement .Eur}.'rrdﬂ gi fuen J'a r.ﬁu;r
by the Society, Wﬂn.ﬂd in rﬁtLgf ﬂnﬂzxm'

~The lift contains only an account of pr:n::&'um's'gi'v:n
to twu geuﬂv:man, ‘Mr. Nefbitt, of ﬂughamnre, and

Mr. Lowth er, of Bnnny’btgg, for planl:m g Danifh forts.

- The time fince the premium had been granted to
Mr. Nefbitt, having exteeded ten years, has Mipped be-
}nnd the cngmzauct: of the Socicty. Mr. Nefbit, how-
ever, having been dead fome years, and his fa:mljr not
ﬂivgfng refided there, the place has totally fallen into

ruin and decay, and the plantations alfo.

Mr. Luwth-:r’s plantations, on the Danith forts, are
in the hlgHEﬂ‘ ﬂgnnr, bloom, and prefervation. T have
vifited them every one—enough cannot be faid of Mr.

Lowther’s care and prefervation of them.

Of any Dmprovements, which may. occur ﬁr Sfuture . En-
couragement, and pﬂﬂlrufgr& ﬁr the Pre ion of the
Trees, wa!-m p!anmf. ‘

Moft of the high roads in Holland and the Low.
Countrics are planted with double rows of trees, at
~ fuch
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fuch a diftance from the road, and from each other,

as not to be injurious to either. It looks extremely

beautiful and ornamental—it is alfo ufeful. :
The additional trouble to the road-makers, of putting

down thofe plants, is not worth mentioning, and the
grand juries would find the addition to the county
ceffes a mere trifle, to contract with a Illll.'ﬂ!!l"j’-mﬂﬂ for

fupplying the neceffary number of plants. |
This, ever fince I had been l:lpl.’mlmﬂ with the
charming effe@ of this kind of planting in Holland,

often and n:Ften occurred to me, as a very cheap and

very eafy method of enlivening the face of fome of the
gloomy bleak parts of this country.

As to the prelervation of trees, wi:u*phnhd,ﬂ:qr
only require thelter, and fafety from ﬂtt!e—nhﬁﬂge-m

or quick-growing trees will fhelter them—and if de-

tached, as thofe along the roads, a few ftones buile
about them to a certain height, with, or even without
mortar, will effe€tually fecure them from: cattle,

Of Nurferies qwithin the Countyy and t#ﬂﬁt of Saler.

There are four large nurferies for trees and forelt-
trees in the county, which fell trees to different parts

of Leinfter and Connaught, in very great quantities,

L 2 .Fﬂ-n'*
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Price of Timber, and State of it in the County.

The ftate of timber in the county js this, that ths
great woods of Woodford, belopging to Mr, Gore,
are cut down, and now felling, (almoft fold) ; that ex-
cept a few trees, about Drumfna and Garadife, and
fome young and old plantations at Keonbrook, the
only woods remaining are thofe of Major Dickfon’s,
at Woodville, and MW trees and coppice-woods
of Mr, Wynne's, near Lurganboy.

The common price of timber is as follows :—For
mill-fhafts, whether oak or beech, from 4+ to 5. per
{guare foot.

QOak poles from 2s, to 34 per foot.

Crooked timber for boat-building, 3s. 64, per foot.
Small mill timber, 3s. 64d. per foot.

Afh, by the fquare foot, when it {quares two feet fit

for hoops, from gs. to 8s. per foot; generally 3s. 3d.
per foot, when it fquares from twelve to twenty
inches.

For ribs and rafters by the hand and bulk :—Alder,
1¢. per foot, twelve inches {quare.

Elm, 1s. 71d. per foot, any fquare.

Deal, 1. 64. per foot, any fquare,

Beech,
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Beech, for cogs, 3s. 3d. per foot, twenty inehes and
upwards fquare.

Mr. Percy has lately fold 1000 of his oak and afh
trees, and a {mall alder wood.

Luantity of bog and wafle ground.
L - Lt LT

~According to the length and breadth, which Sir
Wm. Petty givesthe county, thatis, 48 miles long,
and 13 broad, it contains, of courfe, 644 fquare
miles, of which 322 are bog, water, and walte ground,

As from every oblervation I could make, not more
than one-half of the furface of the county is green
ground, and, deducting 36 {guare miles, which I com-
pute to be the area of all its water, there remain
286 fquare miles of bog and walte ground, in the
county.

P ffibility and means of improving it.

Thofe have clearly refulted from the theory and
experience of England, Holland, Ireland, and Scotland.
Our own countryman Mr, Kirwan’s aphorifm on

boggy foils claims every preference, and of courfe a

recital in this place.
|  Bogr,
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¢ Bogs, or boggy Soils.”

« When thefe are well dried by fufficient drains,
the nature of their foil fhould be explored by analyfis,
and an appropriate manure applied. In general, they
fhould firft be burned, if capable of that operation,
then gravelled. If their upper parts contain a fufh-
ciency of the carbonaceous principle, as often happens,
they need not be burned. Limeftone gravel will an-
fwer beft, or lime mixed with coarfe fand, or gravel,
becaule, in general, lhi’.“_'f. are of a clayey nature, If
more fandy, lime may anfwer well, or calcarcous:
marle ; the preference in thefe cafes muft be decided
by analyfis.”

Mr. Johnfton, in his Appendix to Elkington on
draining, fays—¢ If the bog is deep of peat, and very
foft, fo as not to be fit to carry horfes for ploughing it
the firlt year, a crop of twurmip breadcafi may be got
by fowing the feed among the fpread afhes, harrowing
it with a light harrow and roller, drawn by men.
The turnip fhould be eat off with fheep, and the
ground will next year be fo much confolidated as to
admit the plough.

If the furface is not pared and burned at all, a courfe

of fallow even for two years will be neceflary, to re-
ducs
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duce the foil to a proper. mould, in the laft flage of
which the lime or other manure maf be applied, &c.

Johnfton: alfo recommends, ' t:hj’-mrle, {ea-fand,
mixed with fhells ; a thin fprinkling of lime will caufe
white.clover and other {weet grafles to fprmg up, but
of all others, he fays, limeftone gravel is preferable.

isgab] M B i L
Mﬁ“h’% M;M the prize g"-pfd’w
ﬁbﬂl the Jgﬁﬂi#ﬂmf Society gf .-fngﬂrrdnm |

'i"-:-'

In talking of walftes, heaths, and untilled _grounds,

this Effayer ﬁ;&-r—‘ﬂ:ﬂl;l mﬂﬂ be #Mﬂ
clpecially if it be of thrfennjr kind, begmmng in {pring,
then allowing it to reft five or fix weeks 3 let the

ploughing be repeated, fo on to the ﬁ,ptﬁ”nr J‘qegrh
ploughing, as it may be judged to require; the follow-

ing fpring, when it will be tolerably laboured, and
have felt the benign influence of the air and fun, if it
be of the wet kind, in that cafe ten facks will be fufi

cient (of peat ﬂﬁﬂ}@l c.?g:
what an lcu;t ma-

Englith acres.” This jheir
W tu,#mﬂ‘: forts of

nure is turf-athes, prn

al 10 two

lands. |
Mr. Headrick has publilhed a learned and ela-

borate treatife, on the culdvation of walte lands and

bogs. The following falts call for particular artenti-
on
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on :—He recites page 1o1, « That Mr. Smith has «
ficld of deep bog, part of which was dreffed with
lime, part with {table dung alone, part with dung and
lime united: and thele wml applied in different pro-
| portions to l:li'ﬂhtnt:'ﬁpzrts of the field ; part of it was
pared and burned in the ufual manner, and to fome
parts of the laft lime was applied. When I faw the
field feveral years ago, (Mr. Headrick continues) fome
time after it was thrown into pafture, the limed parts
were egﬁij diftinguifhable by a clofe {fward of fweet
hErhEEﬂ,— in which white clover predominated ; and it
was caly to difcriminate thofe parts, which had re-
ceived a great perﬂantu!m from thofe, which had
got a fmall dofe, by the fuperior clofenefs and richnefs
of the herbage. Thofe parts, which had got both lime
and dung, carried a ranker hérbage than thofe, which
had got lime only, though of the fame quality with
the former. The parts, which had got nothing but
danig, and thofe, which had beent pared and burnt, ap-
peared puffy and Bliflery, and carried only a tuft of
grafs here and there; but there were innumerable tufts,
or rather patches @rml and in fome places, this
plant occupied the whole furface. Now this ficld was

never fown with grafs . feeds, but was left to gather
{fuch plants as nature might produce.

At prefent, after laying more than feven years, the

limed parts are covered with a rich clofe fward of
natural grafles, abounding with white clover, and

nCver
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never were obférved to throw up any forreline plant,
while the dunged and burnt parts are wholly occupied
“with heath, which has lately induced Mt. Smith to
drefs thefe parts with lime.” - '
Now from thefe recited inftances, which I have my-
{elf feen verified in very fimilar cafes, from Mr. Kir-
-wan’s theory, from Johnfton’s direftions, from the ac-
knowledged falt, that the effett of lime applied to bog

is to neutralize the gﬂlik Iﬁa; or 'fll:l:llil:tg pﬂndpk,
which refifts putrefaftion and fertilization; indeed,

from the united experience of England, Ireland, and
ocotland, that part of the Society’s enquiry, viz. The
poflibility and means of improving bog {eems to refolve

itfelf into this general and ﬁmi:h Ermugl:—thal: 15,
Firft to drainy and then in the bfﬁ:gsrnmrr:h beg
"ltﬂﬂ!l' ﬂfﬁff £MF or flﬂ!‘ﬁaﬂt 'g.'I“4|!';.""I'.-l'-lll"nl"I

I know, as obferved in another place, two confider-
able tras of country in the county of Leitrim, the in-

- habitants of which have grown rich by carrying lime-
ftone near four miles, and applying it burned, without
any other adddition to red W"-'n&d mountain, in the
procefs of cultivating pomtnes ‘onts.

I faid however, gﬂlﬂif b@ﬂ"e I know,
though lime alone fucceeds fo rcmlrh]:d,‘m:ﬂ it may,
under certain circumftances, and according to the na-
ture of the bog, anfwer better next with fand or
gravel; different marles may be of confiderable I'ﬂ-

H "“:IE]
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vice, and in order to be critically right, analyfis is ne-
“ceflary for the accurate determination of the proporti-
“on of fand, lime, or different {pecies of marle applicable
to the different forts of bog.

But generally, fubftantially, praltically, and even
~theoretically fpeaking, as lime and limeftone gravel,
-under no circumftances whatever, deceive the huf(band-
‘fnan, but always produce him off the red mountain
-redundant crops, they may juftly, of u;ni:rf:, be offered
-as a plain folution to the enquiry of pefibility and means

to improve bogs.

-

; deﬂ bflac H#,Mﬁy?mﬂm of removing them.

No obftacle to improvement, in general, feems now
to refide in the indolence, or want of native {pirit, and
exertion in the people of this county.

The efficient obftacles to the improvement of bogs,
and mmmn; . ;,' Hland, are two in number;
they appear rz i ﬂ:mmE, and hide themfelves from
common view, but are obvioully expofed to the eye
of difcrimination and refearch, |

Thofe two efficient obftacles are fuperfluous grazing,
or fattening of cattle, more than is neceflary for the
interior confumption of the lland ; and expatriation
of the vigoroys and working part of the natives by
regruiting and wars.

ouperfluous
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Superfluons grazing pampers the bullock on all the
rich foil of the nation, while it robs man, the real
owner; of his right; it pampers and eariches the in-
dividual grazier, while thoufands are ftarving for
want of the wide tralls; occupicd by his unwieldy
herds. '] - ‘ ,

But this fuperfluous grazing, it may be objefted,
fhould rather, as it really does, drive fwarms of
unfortunate beings to barren {kirts, and into the
black I:Iﬂgl dnd mountains, where eventually they
mult reclaim them or die. It does, no doubt, but une

der what circumitances ¢ in thofe bogs they rulu&a:;lly
throw up a Kraal-like hovel, and {piritefs and com-

fortlefs, unexperienced and untaught, they dig and
work oot a half ftarved exiftence, while the wet and
filth of the half-open half-thatched hovel produce
colds, rheumatifms, fevers, &c. Two thirds of the
family obtain the withed for grave, and the remaining
third fqualid, emaciated, and difabled by confump-
tions and rheaomatifms, wander out the remainder of
exiftence in beggary and pain; I fpeak from falts, to
which I have been too often a “tﬁ

It is under far other circomf{tances than I:]'.laﬁ:. that a
dimination of grazing would produce the occupation

and improvement of bogs.
If this country had not for many years been ex-

haufted in population, by expatriation, banithment

iito mountains, and confequent mifery and death, to
what
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what additonal myriads would not our numbers have
long fince encreafed ? it would only annoy any rea-
der to expatiate on the confequences of the encreafe
of population. ~ Every one knows, that profperity and
it are {fynonymous ; the arts and {ciences, trades, ma-

nufadtures, and wealth would have long fince arifen to
every achme of perfeftion; thofe trades-people and
manufalturers, as in the North, which teems with
people and induftry, would come to any price for a

few acres of good land, which would foon induce
the grazier, finding it fo much his intereft, to'leave off
grazing, and fuffer mar at length to occupy his own
fields and affome his native empire over the brute.
Under all thofe circum{tances population would foon
encreafe to fuch numbers, and with {uch tenfold ra-
pidity, as to oblige the inhabitants to refort to the cul-
tivation of bogs and mountains ; not crippled by igno-
rance, defpondency, mifery and difeafe, as in the firft
inftance, but flufhed with {pirits and wealth, and in-
ftruted in ﬂery'innﬂcdgc of improvement, that fci-
ence could infufe into the experience and pratice of

agriculture, they _ﬂuuld reap abundant and cheap
harvelts.

Short and precarious leafes are na doubt a material
obftacle; but as to the idea of long leafes, which

might encourage the tenant to improve, it need not

be entestaingd. Individual landlords will purfue their
old
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old habits and intereflts, fo much fo, that from that
fource I am certain nothing can be expefted, unlefs
the legifllature gracioufly interfered, and enacted leafes

cither for ever, or very long terms, to be made to
mountain tenants. '

Habits of iﬂd’:ﬂﬂr_p, or want of it ammong the people.

or canlnnn:, hu nhtmm:n:l complete- aﬁ::n;lmcy over
miulcncc. idlenefs, drunkennefs, and diflipation,

Uﬁ' r:yr the Eﬂgi’ﬁ .l'nngrmgr, aubether E‘Eﬂ#ﬂf er bow

far encreafing.

The ufe of the Englifh language is quite general in
this county ; very few of the old people, who dont
{peak it; the children are all fentto ichool 5 any of
them addreffed in Irith will always anfwer in Englifh,

Account .5;"' Taﬁwr.r, Cgﬂr.r, wn-k.r, ancient Huﬂﬂiq.r,
and places remarkable for miemorable cvents.,

As the petticft toparchs in ancient, and even down to
modern times, were called kings, it being the only title
of diftinftion they had been acquainted with ; fo alfo
it appears, that a petty hut compofed of hurdles, was

ftyled a palace, a fort, &c. The
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The King pardimount or monarch’s houfe, was
¢alled in Irifh Moidhchuarta, or the vifiting plain; the
Muufter and Leinfter palaces were called Lung:
muihhaeach, and Lung-ldighneach; but the Con-
nanght palace was defignated by the name of Coifir-
chonnachtach, which, with very little paraphrafe,
may be tranflated the Hofpitable Hall of Connaught;
a name peculiarly charatteriftic of that part of the
country. But hurdles and {craws, in all human pro-
bability, were the materials of thofe caftles; for
Doftor Keating in his account of Turgefius, that laft
lafcivious tyrant of the Danes, beftows thofe names
upon his refidence; it is at this day vifible ; I myfelf
know it, having vifited his fur;:, the remains of which
are [till extant on the high hill, which to the weltward
hangs over Mrs. Pollard’s charming villa, on the beau-
tiful Loughlane, in the county of Weftmeath : pot a
veftige of either ftone, brick, mertar, or any material
neceffary for erefting a caltle is here to be found, ex-
cept a great ditch and fofs ; and we may eafily con-
clude, from the facility, with which Maoilfeachluin,
King of Meath, burL[rtL into this caftle, for his entrance

was not all owing to finefle, and refcued his beautiful
daughter uninjured from the embraces of this hoary
lecher, from which followed the extermination of the
Danes, that thofe names of forts, caftles, palaces,
&c. according to their modern meaning, had been mif-
applied to thofe royal habitations.  In ftill much latér

times
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* times the Irifh had no walled or ftone caftles, accord

ing to Roger Hovedon, who fays, that Henry II.
in the j"ﬂ'ﬂl: 1171, built 'a palace of fmooth rods near
St. Andrew’s church, withoat the city of Dublin,

‘when he, with the Kings and princes of Ireland, cele-
brated the feftival of the nativity of our Lord".

When Roderic O’Connor, in the year 1162, built 2
caftle at Tuam, it was Mﬂk&ﬂemﬂuﬂtﬂﬂq
even in England, the caltle of - Pembroke, buile by

Montgomery, tnder Henry the Firlt, (fee GiraldusCam-
‘brenfis) was built of fmall rods ; and Agard tells us,

“that, pr'fnr to the Norman conqueft, very few and very
weak were the caltles of England, but that, immediate-
1y confequent thereon, they became, for thtpﬂpqﬁ of
external ﬂ&&t&mfﬁdﬂnat, ‘not lefs numerons ‘than
firong. An account, therefore, of any very ancient
caftles in the county of Leitrim is not to be expedted ;

‘the few, of which any remains or account exifts, are
the following.

Dromakbare Cafile.
i R |
Now {o called, was not built by the O'Rorkes, as is
generally fuppofed, and flated, no doubt by miftake, by
Grofe,V.2.p.55; for we find, thatin 1626, the Duke of
Buckingham

* It will appear in the Report of Mayo, that caflles,
churches, and chriftianity, exifled in Ircland, the firfl cen-

tury of the chriflian ara.
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‘Buckingham made a grant to his brother, Sir Edward
Villiers, of 6,500 acres of arable land, and 5,114 of
wnﬂ-d and bog, in the barony of Dromahare, which
‘had before been granted to the Duke, sth of January,
1626 ; and the fame was conveyed, by pateat, to Sir
William Villiers, on the refignation of Robert, Earl of
Nithfdale, and his brother James Maxwell, sth Sept.
1628, to hold in capite for the fervice of one knight’s
fee, and the rent of 38L 6s, 64; the premifes being
_erefted into the manor of Dromahare, with many large
_privileges, and a claufe of building, within four years of
{aid laft date, a caftle, fixty feet in length, twenty-four
“in breadth, .ud,thiﬂ'.wu in height, with a bawn of
four hundred feetin circuit, inclofed by a wall of four-
tcen feet high. The ruins are of the ftipulated extent,
~and exhibit nothing curious, but the antique air, pecu-
liar to buildings of that period. It is very pleafantly
fituated, in view of the DBonnet river. Dut this,
fo far from being O’Rorke’s caltle, {eems to have
been, in all probability, the deftrution of the real.

O'Rovke's Cafile or Hall,

Which is fituated a little lower down, and mnearer
the river, for it may well be believed, that the ruined
ftate of this hall muft be owing to the flones having
been ufed in the building of this caftle by Sir Wam.

Villiers.
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Villiers. This caftle however, from a view of the remains
of its ruins, muft have been ftrong and fpacious : the re-
maining windows, according to the cuftom of thofe
times, are high, narrow, and dark, and to a modern ob-
ferver throw a gloom on its memory. There is a very
true reprefentation of it in Grofe’s Antiquities, taken

from an original drawing by Begari, in the collettion
of the Right Hon. Wm. Conyagham. |
That O'Rorke’s hall is more ancient than Sir Wil-

liam’s caltle, requires no further proof than to recolleét,
that fince the period of 1628, the O’Rorkes buile
neither halls nor caftles ; the Pope’s Bull of the I;:iug-
dom to Henry the II fantified by all the clergy, con-
voked at Waterford, having many 1L'.vl=I;l!:v:lrii=lL hfmg.
together with the neceffary fubmiffion of Roderic, laid
the foundation of forcign conqueft, and for the con-

ftant pofleflion, which it is well known the Villiers’s
and their afligns have enjoyed fince their firft obtain-

ing it.

Fameflown C??#.

Here a caftle, charmingly firwdted on the banks of the
Shannon, was built by Sir Charles Cooté in the yédr
1623, to whom this town and large eftates i Léi-
trim were then granted; very little of theé fuins of

this caftle remain. Tt was in the year r645 taken by
M the
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the Earl of Carlingford after the difcharge of a few
pieces of canon; in 1689 the Ennifkilleners took
Jameftown under the command of Colonel Lloyd,
after a brifk fire from the enemy. However, the Irifh
marching againft it in great numbers under Sarsfield,
the garrifon abandoned it, and retreated to Sligo.

Caflle of Long-field,

Was bdilt by the O’'Rorkes; Major Martin Arm-
ftrong, after the battle of Cavan, took poffeffion of
it. He had two daughters, one of whom was mar-
ried to Mr. Johnfton of Ahacafhel’s anceltor; this
caftle feems to have been ftrong, but of coarfe ugly
workmanthip, if we may judge by the one gable of

it, which remains ; it ftands two miles fouth of New-
towngore.

Caftlefore,

Between Fena and Cafcargan, is fituated on the
edge of a deep marfh, about 100 perches eaft of the
road; it feems to have confifted of three irregular
fides, and three baftions, one of which is ftill about
half entire with a profufion of portholes. It was
built by Colonel Coote, towards the middle of the
17th. century, and during the unhappy rebellion of that

period
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{

period was plundered and burned by the treachery
of a female lervant.

e

Caftle “fobn,

On an ifland of Loughfkur, built by John Reynolds
in the reign of Queen Elizabeth ; there is a good view

of it in Grofe.
Cloncorrrick Caffle,

Built by the O’Rorkes 3 it is drefled out and added
to, fo as at prefent but little to refemble a caftle: it
lies within half a mile of Carrigallen. It was here
John O’Rorke fon of Thady, the laft of that family.
who lived in any degree of fplendor, refided and
continued to refide, until in the reign of Queen
Elizabeth, being envied by certain favourites of that
Queen, he was at a court of claims, held at Carrigal-
len, deprived of his eftates and baftardized on the
evidence of Abbot Macaward; this is to be feen in

O’Cornyn’s life of Bryan O’'Rorke. O’Cornyn beftows
on the abbot epithets the moft opprobrious, which

from his charaer as an hiftorian, and a gentleman,
may well be fuppofed to have been fully and fairly

due o Lhﬂ_]-'ﬂ"i"- abbot. | i i
N 2 T he
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The remains of two Caffles,

Are extant on the banks of the Leitrim part of
Loughgill. That, near the fouth extremity, is faid to
have been built by Durach O'Rorke; the other on
the weft by the Parke family; neither of them exhi-

bits any thing uncommon except their fituation on that

beautiful lake, and being furrounded by hills and
mountains nearly refembling thofe of North Wales.

Caftle Car,

- Was built by the O'Rorkes in the diftrift called
€lancar, about three miles northwelt of Manorhamil-

ton; it is a very unique grotefque figure, being feven
feet'broad in the wall, though only 42 feetin length,
by 30 broad, and 30 high, or thereabout; the very
few and very fmall windows are of the loophole fa-
mily, one only excepted, which may be about 4 feet

fquare, and all irregularly placed.

Dungarbery Cafile.

Within a quarter of a mile of the fea; there is only
one arch, over which is a gable remaining; it feems
to
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to have been of fome extent, and was built by Lady
Ifabel Clancy, in the reign of Queen Elizabeth.

H’md’ﬁr;d H.;yﬁ,

Is built on the. ruins and fite of one of the O'Rorkes
caltles. :

Manorbamilton Cafile,

Situate on a gentle eminence, adjoining the town
of that name, was built by Sir Frederic Hamilton,
in the reign of Queen Elizabeth; it meafures rog
feet long by 93 broad, and feems to be about 40 feet
high, furrounded by a ftrong wall, and four balftions,
one at each corner. It was, beyond comparifon, the’
largeft, ftrongeft, and handfomeft, in the county,
being beautifully quoined and corniced at each of the
ftories with hewn ftone; the ftones, of which it is
built, are intermixed with micaceous particles refem-
bling fome ore.

Druidical Altars.

Of thofe I met but two in the county, one very

large, within half a mile north-calt of Fena, another
at
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at the road fide, on the demefne of Letterfyan. The
natives call them *Leaba Dearmud is Graine, or Darby
and Graine’s bed, who they fuppofe muft have been
King and Queen, whofe bed could have been, in very
early times, ornamented by fuch a canopy or ftone
tefter, while others muft have been content with
leaves and bufhes to repofe among.

The different anecdotes and memorable events, rela-
tive to many of thofe ancient buildings and places,
although prefcribed by the Dublin Society as a fubjeét
of recital, I muft beg leave to decline relating in full
extent, as fuch, no doubt, was the tacit meaning of the
Society. For, though every liberal man muft defpife
the caufe, from which too many of them arofe, and
muft lament this charming country having fo long con-
tinued a fcene of devaftation, and the melancholy
victim of tyranny, bigotry, and party intrigue, they
will, I believe, on refleftion eafily conclude, that
hiding thofe barbarous traits in the back-ground of
any pifture of this country, converting the daggers of
affaflinationinto implements of hufbandry, andtreachery
and dark defigns into harmony and focial order, ac-
cords beft wijh the interefts and ideas of the nineteenth

century.
MONASTERIES

* I have to thank a gentleman, who perufed this mapu-
{cript, for informing me, and his decifion in poiots of this
kind is indifputable, that the real meaning of the word Leadg
is not bed but Altar, from the Chaldee Lebal, a flame. -

. However, the common vulgar acceptation of Leaba 15 bed,
probably from the fimilitude the form of it bears to that of an
aitar.
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MONASTERIES

Thofe monaftic ruins, caftles, &c. I have vifited

every one, and have either agreed with, or differed
from the ancient auﬂmﬂncs on thofe fubjeéts, as far

as ocular proof, or very authentic information ren-
dered it neceflary. |

Archdall, if I may judge by his' Monafticon Hibes-
nicum, never, certainly never, vifited thofe places ; he
quotes at random from others, wha, like himfelf, are
all frequenﬂf erroneous.

As to the antiquity of buildings of this fort, finding
the belt writers are not agreed, and feeing, that the fame
milt, which a long lapfe of ages diffufes over all fub-
jets,involves this in the common cloud, that point there-
fore I fhall undertake to decide, and fhall proceed to
defcribe fuch of them as I can find any account of;
cither written or traditional.

Creviea.

)

Called alfo Ballyruarc and Carrickpatrick. 1 cannot
omit obferving, what a baftard mongrel thole words

are, neither Englith nor Irifh, but a corrupted mutila-
tion



o6 STATISTICAL SURVEY

tion of both. Though I take them from Archdall’s
Monafticon Hibernicum, page 408, the real name is
Craoibbliath, which means the G';'r; branch, of the three
orders of St. Francis, for whom this houfe and

church were built. They are commonly called Grey
Friars; the other two names are not lefs corrupted.

This is in the barony of Dromahair, near the town
of that name, and fituate on the river Bonnety; which
falls into Loughgill, in the centre, as ufual, of the
fineft and moft fertile plains of the county. It was
built A. D. 1508, by Margaret D‘Erien, otherwife
O’Rorke, daughter of Lord O’Bricn, and wife to
Eugene, Lord O’'Rorke, in her widuity, She died in
1512, and was interred here. Mr. Ware fays in his
MSS. v. 14, that this building never was finifhed.
The walls of the church and convent are {till nearly
entire. There are feveral curious figures on the wﬂh'
and over fome graves of the Murroughs, the O'Cor-
nyns, a very ancient family, the O'Rorkes, &c. lhe
great O’'Rorke lies at full length on a tomb over the
burial ground of his family. This building is of the fame
extent with the Abbey of Sligo, but is confidered in-
ferior in the execution of the workmanfhip.

By an inquifition held in the reign of James the 1L
the laft abbot was found to be poffeffed of the fol-
lowing lands:—One carrucate, or quarter of land, and
the reCtory of Krellew, containing two carrucates of

gitbe Jand ; the re&ory of Cloonloher, one carrucate 3
the
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the reftory of Dromleis, two carrucates of glebe, and
many others, forming a great extent, and all the tithes
of the fame, valued at 4os. annually.

In the foregoing account, we fee the names abbey
and abbot made ufe of, which muft clearly be owing to
miftake, or want of acquaintance with the difference
between abbey and monaftery, abbot and guardian 3
the inftitutions were and are totally diftinét. The guar-
dians fo called prefide as fuperiors in monafteries and
convents over certain religious orders ; the abbor, to

whom more wealth and cnnﬁtqu:m:c attitchcd, ruled ﬂul
abbeys. |

g Lipag sob-Ierc

Fionagh, . .

-l'l! -fr-.I.ILI I-_'

In the parith of Fena, near the village of that name,
is an old abbey built by Saint Caillin, in the eaft end of
which is a window of curious workmanfhip; it Is
not unlike, but larger and handfomer than that in the
north gable of the church belonging to the old man's
hofpital ; andin the weft end, which is vaulted, divine
fervice had been performed for the proteftant inhabi-
tants, until a church was erefted for that purpole
a few years ago, a little higher up the fame feld;
this place was celebrated in former ages for its fchool
of divinity, and was the general refort of fludents
from all parts of Europe.

Q Saint
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/" | Saint  Caillin . was. bithop . and. abbot of Feos . in
Breifne in the lifetime of St. Columb, Tr, Th. p. 449
Joth O’Raddaghan; a truly goed many M A, D
1377- Aanwal. Loughkee. . . r

It is to this day confidently jrn:ltuﬂﬂl bp lha neigh-
bouring inhabitants, that, when St. Caillin began to
build this abbey, an evil fpirit pulled down by night
what was ercéted by dij’-,, the faint enraged at this
oppolition refolved to check his mifchievous activity,
and having blefled fome ropes had them drawn along
the top of the building, to prevent his approach; but
Satan more wicked than wife attempted to break the
holy barrier, and got fo entangled among the chords,
that he could not difengage himfelf, and afforded a

pleafant fpeftacle in the morning to the monks, who

did not difmifs him without due caftigation.

~ To perpetuate the memory of this triumph of Saint

Caillin’s, there is a line engraved in high relief about

the middle of the eaft gable, which reaches from north

1o fouth, reprefenting this miraculous rope—and on the

north fide, about twelve feet from the ground; is alfo

engraven, in high relief, ‘a figure of the evil {pirit, on

the wall, with part of the chord in his mouth. 2
The only refemblance this figure bears to any known

animialy is to fomething of the canine genus. It is

drawn as if [lealing to the north eaft corner, where'it
has feized in its mouth one end of the grear chord, all

fours, at full pull to tear away the rape, and by the vi-

fible
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fible violénce of force expelling excrements in abun-
dance, indicating reproach for, and defeat in his at-

Famefiown Friery, |

- Burke fays, there Mhﬁ‘qﬂmm#m
which was only remarkable for being the place, where
the Roman Catholic prelates affembled; 6th of Auguft,
1650. The forces of parliament were everywhere fuc-
cefsful, and the affairs of the King and Catholios ware
a rueful afpeét. The Duhe of Lorraine, on-all oeeat
fions, profefled his to both, and - declaréd
that he was/veady 10 & "ﬂnﬁ, on the mortgage of
any confiderable town, with men and monéy.. The
Lord Licutenant ordered Lord Tauffe,  Lord Athenry,
and Mr. Geoffry Brown to treat with him; and tooffer
Galway in mortgage.' But the Duke had far other
projefts—he wifhed, by liis ptetendéd 2eil, to induce
the Pope to legitimate children, which he had by a fa-
vourite miftrefs. The Pope, for the advancement of
religion, and the Catholic caufe, foon grantéd his prays
er, and the Duke no fooner accomplifhed his objett,
than he played the trick of fome modern zllies, and
deferted his contrafted faith.

The clergy, without confulting the government, met

at ]lm:ﬂm, :md nominated commifliongrs to eater
o 2 into
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/into a treaty with any foreign power, who was ready
to, ﬂ.lﬂ them. h
The curious reader may not be d1fplﬂﬂ.[':d to fee their

names and titles.

Hugh O’Reilly, Archbifhop of Armagh, John Burke,
Archbithop of Tuam, John Culinan, Bifhop of Ra-
phoe, Eugene Swiney, Bithop of Kilmore, Francis Kir-
wan, Bithop of Killala, Nicholas French, Bifhop' of
Ferns, and Proltor to Thomas Fleming, and clofe rela-
tive, ’tis faid, to the prefent member for Rofcommon,
Anthony Geoghegan, Bithop of Clonmacnois, Walter
Lynch, Bifhop of Clonfert, and proxy for Edmond
Dempfey, Bithop of Leighlin, Arthur Magennis, B’»ﬂ'DF
of Down and Connor, and proxy for the Bifhop of
Dromore, James; Abbot of Cong, Thomas Ker«
nan, Abbot of Boyle, Charles Kelly, Dean of Tuam,
Pernard Egan, Proctor for the provincial of the Domini-
cans, Richard Kelly, Prior of Rathbran, Thady Egan,
Provoft of Tuam, Luke Plunket, Chaplain to the Lein-
fter army, &c. John Dowly, Abbot of Kilmanock,
Walter Enos, Apoftolic Protonotary, Treafurer of
¥erns, and proxy for the Provoft of the collegiate
church of Galway,

- Annaughduf.

Tn the barony of Leitrim, near Loughboffin.—An
abbey was érected here A. D. 766, which is now a
* parifh
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parith churchi—Mon. Hib.' Conry—The only vellige
of the abbey is a fmmﬂMpmﬁtfmw

Wlﬂdﬂw L I > RPNt

Clone.

Near the river Elum:, in the harnuj' of Mﬂh:ll, Saint
Frioch, or Froech, about the year g70, founded an
abbey, at Cluanconmacne, in the territory of Muinte<
reoluis, and county of Leitrim, which was formerly in
great repute. ‘T'he founder is alfo the patron of the
houfe, which originally was called Elunnchullmng Iv
is now known by the name of Clone, and is a parifh

church, in the diocefe ﬂﬁwﬂ‘f ro The pe 452 AET:
8.8. p. 344.—The abbey ftones are, vifible in the win-

dows, and fome of thechnmh?ﬂl&;mm;ﬁ
what ﬂn—glnﬂlhr mﬂdEMﬂfthﬁw e Ll s 00 29l

Dirtmilear.

Said by Tr. Th. p. 180, to be on the borders of Lough
Gill. It is not there, but about five miles fouth ealt of
ity in the county of Leitrim. There is now not a trace
of any fuch building. The Proteftant church of Drome

leas was probably built on the fite of it, within a fmall
mile
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" mile fouth eaft of Dromiaharé. - The MSS. dotes 't
Ward fay it was built by Saint Patrick, who placed
Saint Benignus over it. |

% b -1

Kilnavlle.

-"_ 'I'rl_'!' . N . 5 P # W
..Il |'_|: - ! : -

' We find a religious houle- nf this nmd mﬂﬂﬂfﬂﬁ
but are’ doubtfal whethier to place it in this, orin the
W‘&m Saint Natalis, or Naal, was abbot here,
and died' A. D. 563. His feftival is obferved on the

24th of :January.—Calendar, quoted by Mon. Hib.
The ruins of this abbey, T find, are in the county of

Leitrim, fittate in the cemtre of a green field, on 'the
verge of Killowmawn lake. This whole fcenc, con-
teary to the general fituation of houfes of this kind,
lies on a wild extenfive black mountain, about five milcs
fouth of Manorhamilton. Curiofity, as well as duty,

led me to view this fcene. The lake, on which I am
now fithing, produces a profufion of black trout, from

a fmall fize to 20/bs. weight and upwards, of exquifite

flavour. If they fhould refufe the bait or fiie, they can |
be caught by bafketfuls, in a rivolet iffuing from the

gl

!.ai_;.. Thns, moft p:uhahly, was the inducement to
];mld th;s monaftery i in fo ftrange a fituation, and moft
thahii" alfo, it was built.by monks of the Carthufian

prdor, who, ﬂt:;ﬂrclmg to their rules, abftain totally
| from
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from cating flefh-mear, and fettled here for the conve-
“ni¢nce, abundance, and excellence of the ith.  ©

a7 1o éil

Mljgﬂﬁ'j - ..'.T‘i.'l?;

- At the village of H‘mmfm the borders of the
“county of Curan:. hwﬂwﬂrm “No account or
'uidanupufil fay 7nrmr 1ot ased exd has pwon

* " E J = . I. k .
i '-..J.n --l--.: :I.I...I- bk & o .-. i sk L & -IPTJ'

Corrogh Abbey—Tarmon Abbey,

Both on the weltern borders of Lough Allen. In
Tarmon Abbey réfided nuns, until defiled and expelled
by Cromwell’s foldiers. Two ladies, of the name of
Magauran and O'Rorke, then prefided. They were
both women of fingular beauty and piety. Tradition
is filent about the others.

Leitrim,

This n].ptge is ﬂtuntr: on the Shannon, within two
miles md a half of Carnl:k-nn-ﬂhannun s and, rﬂh
not the capital, it gives name to the barony an;l;n?gtﬁ
from which we may infer, that Leitrim was once 2

place
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-place of note. St. Mec. Liegus, fon of Cernae, was Bi-
fhop of Leathdroman, and his feftival is obferved on
the 8th of February.—44. 8. 8. p. 223, and Ward, p.
165.

The {fmall remnant of any ruins now at Leitrim re-
fembles more a military fortrefs, than any clerical

- building—one was, moft probably, converted into the
other; and if the town ever was of any note, it is
now, and has been for many years, fo unpeopled and

deferted, that fcarce one remains there to tell any
thing about it.

Mokill.

Jmmmr.h:humn]r of the fame name, and diocefe of
| .fm:iigh Saint Manchan, the patron of the Seven

_Churches, built an abbey here for canons regular, in
the f:ar 608, and died in the year 652. Many glebe-
lands, vaffal’s .f::s, tﬁhu,. &c. were given to this
church, which was dedicated to the Virgin Mary—
Ulber, p. 969, Aél. 8. 8. 332, 333, and Ware, Mon,—
On the diffolution of this abbey it was found, that two
carrucates, commonly called cartrens of land, each
n:ml::rmng cighty acres, and called Byfcadenan and
" Cowleban, together with Gortifad and Drominchoe,
one cartren, were part of the pofleflions of this abbey,
~20d of the annual value of £.2 : 6s. : 84. Irifh money.

E'Hf,'" Remembrancer.
On
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~ On part of the fite, juft near the river, and of the

ftones of the abbey, is built a handfome proteftant
church. |

Eﬂﬂq'iﬂfh

There was here an abbey, two miles north of Fena,
faid to have been built by Colomkil. It is on a fmaller

{cale than thofe of Fena. No further account remains
of it.

Deivemelle.

. On the banks of Lough Melvyn, in the lower
Breifne, a nunnery was founded by Saint Tigernach
for his mother, Saint Mella, who died before the year
787. He alfo erefted for himfelf the monaftery of
Killacidh.— 4. 8.8. p. 7¢6.

Oilean iona Infe,

Or the ifland of Infe, which is the genitive cale of
Imis, an ifland. ‘This lirtle ifland contains fAve or fix
acres, and is fituate near the entrance of the Shannon

into the northern extremity of Lough Allen. On this
. P ftand
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ftand the remains of a church—the nave meafures fifty
feet by thirty. The windows and ruins of the aifles
feem to be proportionate.  All that tradition informs us
about it is, that it was built by Saint Beoy, to whom
many fpring-wells in that ncighbourhood are confe-
crated, where his feftivals are celebrated to this day,
with much piety, and no {fmall degree of mirth, on the

8th of March.
In former times, however, this ifland and d:urch

muft have been held in profound veneration j for the
parith now called Munterkenny was anciently, and
fometimes to this day, is called, in Irifh, the parifh of

the Ifland. It was, time immemorial, the burial-place
of all the country I'urmu:?tfmg that part of the lake,
and many were the perils and hardfhips attending thofe

i:l-:tcrmél:lu-n'fu: much fooner would their friends fuffer
the remains of the deceafed to get putrid on the fhore,
expefting a calm hour, or boldly brave the ftormy
waves, in a crazy little boat, té réach this land of pro-
mife, than fuffer the interment to take place in any other
ground ; until, early in the lalt century, a good old
man, of the name of Mc. Parlan, built at his own eX.
pence the walls and gables of a church on terra firma,
at l{ﬂhr{d:, and had the ground confecrated, in order
to induce the neighbours, by thofe outward figns of
{an&ity, to forget their aquatic fuperflition. But, not-
withftanding all his exertions, and thofe of ‘many others
{ince his time, fo ftrongly ftill does the prejudice re-

main,
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main, that I myfelf have known, for days together, the
coffins to have remained on fhore, covered with fand,
and the good old neighbours fitting around them,
fmoaking and dramming, and, expofed to the ftormy
elements, indulging in all the blended luxury of friend-
fhip and grief, until at length a returning calm inter-
rupted Ith: blifsful reverig, and the leffening " boar, ex-
preflive of the long and laft adieu, had clofed the
{cene. & L, ; | |

Of many inftances, in Pagan times, of this watery
devotion on the Continent, it may not be deemed incu-
rious to obferve, that Tacitus tells us the Batavians

worfhipped an ifland on the Rhine. This fuperftition
the Firbelgs, who came from that country, prebably
introduced among us. That the Firbelgs did come

from that country, the very name wir belgicus demon-
ftrates. All the Germans, high and low, give to the

letter v the found of f~and to g, the hard found of
that letter in the word gallop; fo that their and our
found and pronunciation of the name precifely agree—
as alfo does this foperftition, which they left us, and
which for ages fo vigoroully flourifhed throughout the
kingdom. Witnefs the iflands of Loughkee and Lough-
derg, which is to this day (contrary to fome written
accounts of it) vifited and prayed on with fuch pecu-
liar fervency—our prefent Imis, or Oilean-na-Infe—the

Ifland of Tarry, &c. &c.
P 2 Whether
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Whether the County bas beeu aflually furveyed, when, and
whether the Survey is publifbed ?

This county has been aftually furveyed by Sir W.
Petty, in the year 1683. The furvey is publifhed.

Weights and Meafures, liguid or dry; in what inflances
are weights affigned for meafures, and vice verfa ?

There are in this county two forts of weight, one by
which gold, filver, and medicines are fold ; it is called
troy-weight. "I'he other, by which all other things,
wares, merchandize, &c. are {old ; it is called avoirdu-
pois weight., The avoirdupois pound contains 7000
grains; the troy pound only 5760, that is, lefs by 1240
grains. The pounds are alfo differently divided ; the

avoirdupois pound has 16 ounces, the troy twelve;
fourteen pounds avoirdupois make a ftone.

The liquid meafures are thofe common in meafuring
wines, fpirits, &c. the gallon, which contains four
quarts, the quart two pints, the pint fixteen ounces,
the ounce eight drams.

Weights are now in all cafes and inftances ufed and
afligned for meafure, but meafure is hardly ever aflign-
ed for weight, except in felling very fmall' quantities of
grain or meal, and then the pint, quart, or gallon, are
the meafures ufed.

The
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The aveight or meafure, by wwhich grain, flour, potatoes,
butter, ¢, are fold.

They are all {fold by :l*lrni:dupnis weight, fourteen
pounds to the ftone. In fome parts of the county the
number of ftones to the barrel varies, and the flones

alfo vary in the fcale of different grains, but it is avoir-.
dupois all through.

ALPHABETICAL
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ALPHABETICAL LISY
. oT-THE"

NOBLEMEN AND GENTLEMEN,

' WHO HAVE LARGE PROPERTIES WITHIN THIS COUNTY,

And have no places of Rfﬁfmﬂ therein.

"

o ——

BESBOROUGH, Lord
Clements, Lord

Clifford, Lady de

Clements, Mr.

Crofton, Mr,

Carleton, Mr. .

Granard, Lord

St. George, Minor

Jones, Right Hon. Theophilus.
Keon, Minor

Latouche, Right Hon. David, and Brothers.
Leitrim, Lord

Madden, Mr.

Rowley, William, Mr.
Tottenham, Mr.

Wyane, Mr.

White, Mr RESIDENT




OF THE COUNTY OF LEITRIM 111

RESIDENT GENTL EM.EN OF PR ﬂfﬁir

. _j__ J‘ .
ALPHAHETIEALLT .I'Llﬂﬁll'-

ALGRO, Lewis, Glandoy.
O'Brien, Mr. Drumsdban.

O'Beirne, M. [Jamglown.

ﬂ’ﬂnm, Rub:rih 4
.-Fi & =E!,'.h!ﬂ Iﬂﬂ i
Cﬂn}'nghlm, h | :m

Crofton, Duke, HM
Carter, John, and brothers, ﬂmmft-y'i
Cullen, Rev. Mr. Skreeny.
Crofton, Mr. Lurgan. :
Dickfon, Major, W esduiller st
u. - ¥ | Lol W’ ; E :_ ¥ | :_
Irwm, Richard, Dromfalla; =
j'uhnﬂ*nn, Couniellor, Qalfield.
Johnfton, Robert, Headford.
Johnlton, Robert, Akacafbel.
Johnfton, Andrew, Addugold.

Johnfton, Francis, of Gw:'m'mam, I:nd brothers.
Johniton, John, Friar’s-tezum, “
" Keon, Mr. Keonbrock. -.
Lawder, Edward, Clover-hill.
Moreton, Johniton, Mr.
- Percy, Mr. Garradife.
Reynolds, Mr. Leiterfyan,
Simpfon, Mr. Drum/na.
. Ohanly, Mr. Willsfield.

MONTHLY




MONTHLY LIST

OF FAIRS

IN THE

COUNTY OF LEITRIM.

Taken from Watfon’s Farmer's almanack for 1801.

el DS
JANUARY.
Caftlecarrigan - 1t
Dromahare e - Ditto
Dromod - Ditto
Mohill ¥ 8th.
Leitrim town - 22d.
FEBRUARY.
Drumkerrin N 11th.
Cloon - 12th.
Drumfhambo - Ditto
Mohill - 25th.
Newtown - Ditto |
MARCH.
Dromod - 28th.
APRIL.
Cloone , - 6th.
MOMH iy L g[h.

MAY.
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Carrigallen

Manorhamilton
Ballinamore
Carrickdrumrufk

Lurganboy
Dromod

Drumfhambo

Longfield
Drumina

Newtown
Tullaghan

Drumkerrin
Jameltown

Mohill

Drumfhambo

Cloon
Dromahare

Newtowngore
Dromod

MAY.

-

~th.
8th.

1 2th.
Ditto
1sth.
16th.
18th.
Ditto
20th.
25th.
Ditto
26th.
27th.
28th.

4th.

I2th.
13th.
16th.
22d.
Ditto
24th.
206th.

2gth.

JULY
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F CHECE,
Manorhamilton - 11t
Mohill . ad.
Jameltown - 8th.
Cloon - roth.
Drumfhambo "= 16th.
Drumkerrin - '
Dromahare - 211k,
Mohill - 31t
AUGUST.
Tﬂ]laghl.l : "> 4thl' i
Carrigallen - 1oth.
Carrickdrumrufk - 11th.
Cafcarrigan - 14th.
Dromod - 15th.
Lurganboy - 211t.
Drumfna - 25th.’
Newtown - Ditto
Cloon “ 26th.
SEPTEMBER.
Mohill - 1oth.
Cloon - 29th.
OCTOBER.
Drumfhambo - 6th.
Dromina - 7th.

Manorhamilton
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Manorhamilton . 7th.
Carrigallen - ~ 8th.
Longfield - 1oth.
Dromod e i N 12th.
Newtowngore -t 1 5th.
Dromkerrin =..» 1Igth.
Lurganboy - 23d.
NOVEMBER.
Cloon of Pt e
‘Dromahare -~ Ditto
Tullaghan - sth.
Ballinamore - 12th.
Mohill - Ditto
~ Dromfhambo - 16th,
Manorhamilton - 1gth.
Carrickdrumrulk - 23d.
Newtown - 25th.
DECEMBER.
Leitrim town et 1t.
Mohill - 3d.
Dromod - gth.
Drumina s A, 14th.
Tullaghan - 15th.
Jameftown - 21t.
Drumkerrin - 23d.
Carrigallen - 2 5th.
Lopghield - 28th.

Englifp



né STATISTICAL SURVEY, &e.

Eﬂg@ﬁ Linen fair.r.
BRISTOL.

March 2d.
September 1ft.

CHESTER.

July 6th.
October 1oth.

FINISG.
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