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DEDICATION.

To fox preservers in County Westmeath.

To tenants or owners whose lands are free from wire.
To the past and present Members of the W.M.H.

To the farmers over whose lands we ride.

To the late and present Masters, and to friends who helped me with material for

this book, the volume is respectfully dedicated.

If reminiscences of the past and records of recent cvents should call up happy

recollections in the older generation, or inspire the present with a keener interest in preserving

foxes and removing wire, and thus assisting to keep alive the national pastime, my task will

be amply rewarded.
THE AUTHOR.



PREFACE

By THE EARL OF LONGFORD, M.F.H.

Tue Author's task is ended ; it only rests for me
To state what, in the future, I hope our fate may be :—

May our huntsman still be able to find his way about,
Our ‘‘ whippers in” be active, our foxes bold and stout.

May our lines in pleasant places direct us clear of bogs.
May our bitches still be flying, and keen and true our dogs.

May our Master keep his temper—he hasn’t much to spare—

And never shock the ladies by a tendency to swear.
May his face be clear of bloodstains, tho' his hounds be full of blood,

And may he find a weight-carrier to bear him thro' the mud.
May Dick Malone be able, with all his weight to show
A pigmy generation the proper way to go.
May our ladies take example from the riding of Miss Hall,
So judicious at a double, so audacious at a wall.
May attention still be given to the Master when he talks,
And for the puppies may he find innumerable walks.
May our vixens be respected, our coverts never blank,
And may every honest sportsman ride in the foremost rank.
May Canon Kearney never his proud position yield :
Would that his reverend brothers could join him in the field.
~ May our farmers breed good youngsters, and our leading riders, still,
Be Killian, Hope, M‘Loughlin, and Fox of Sion Hill.
May they go in front as if they had a brace of extra necks ;
And may Daly still reward them with two hundred guinea cheques.
May new grass be well respected, that our dash and sporting fire,

-

May consequently never dread the hidden strand of wire.
Forgive me, all good sportsmen omitted in my song,

But to name each honest fellow would take me far too long.
So, as a last conclusion, a fervent prayer I'll breathe

That next winter still may find us fox-hunting in Westmeath,
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FPAKENHAM HALL.

RECORDS OF HUNTING IN WESTMEATH

CHAPTER L

PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY OF THE COUNTY.—ITS AREA, AND DESCRIPTION FROM A J Dy
HUNTING POINT OF VIEW,—THE EARLIEST RECORDS OF FOX-HUNTING, 1738.— \
RACING IN THE LAST CENTURY.,—THE KILDARE HOUNDS VISIT WESTMEATH,—

THE BEGGARS' BENISON HUNT.—MR. TUITE AND THE SONNA HARRIERS,—
SIR R. NAGLE, MR, POLLARD, AND MR. HENRY MURRAY.

ESTMEATH, as its derivation implies, is the central county of Ireland;
the Gaelic Midhe, pronounced mee, signifies middle. It is 44 miles long

and 26 broad, containing an area of 708 square miles or 453,453 acres.

The population in 1891 was 65,109—little more than half the numbers in 1841 ; and

the houses have diminished in proportion. The chief town is Mullingar, which has
a population of over 5,000, and is an important centre.

Westmeath is less celebrated in history than its sister county, Meath, but

there are a good many places of interest: for instance, the Hill of Usnagh, near

Rathconrath, which was a residence of the kings of Ireland in the first century ;

and Cormorant Island, in L:::ugh Ennell, where Malachy died, in 1022
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It borders on Cavan, Meath, King's, Roscommon, and Longford ; but from

2 fox-hunting point of view, there are no actual neighbours, unless, perhaps, an outside
corner of northern Meath, and a similar strip of the Ormonde and King's County,

<o that it has not the advantage of reciprocity in the protection of foxes. This

may suit the free trade : ctincts of the present day, but is a trial to the owners of

outlying coverts.
The boundaries of the hunting country Pproper may be taken to rum as

follows :—N.W., a large tract of bog and the river Inny. N., the river Glore and
by Lough Lene, Sheepstown, past Rosmead (which is neutral) and north by Lough
Adeel and Scurlockstown Castle, Slievebane, and by Crowinstown due east to the

county bounds ; thence south-west 10 Tyrrellspass and Kilbeggan, cutting a corner of

King’s County ; and to Athlone, whence the Shannon and Lough Ree form the

western limit.

Though Westmeath is chiefly pastoral, its surface is much broken by hill, lake,
and bog, almost 100,000 acres being taken up Dy these features, which though they
detract from its wealth, as compared with the eastern shire of the same name, add
considerably to its beauty. The scenery is varied and picturesque in a remarkable
degree, and in some parts, such as the southern end of Lough Derravaragh, the
neighbourhood of Lough Lene, and the eastern shore of Lough Ennell, it rivals the
beauty of many more celebrated districts. Hills and bogs are not words that appeal
to the imagination of a fox-hunter, but it is astonishing how little they detract from
sport in this country. As to the former, there is not a spot throughout their extent
which cannot be compassed by a good man on a good horse (the highest is under
goo feet above sea level, and a good deal less above the surrounding table land)
whilst as regards the latter, a fox rarely takes to the heather of the * red"” bog,
and drainage has made many low lands rideable, which were not so a generation
ago. On the other hand, there are several parts, each almost as large as an English

hunting country, where an unbroken expanse of undulating pasture, with sound
fences of many kinds, afford as perfect hunting grounds as could be found in Ireland—

and therefore in the world. Such are the country due west of Mullingar between
Loughs Owel and Ennell, by Frewen Hill, Slanemore, and Rathconrath ; the district
further west, whose stone walls and springy turf are similar to those of Galway ;
and that which includes Edmonton, Cooksborough, Reynella, and stretches away
past Drumcree and Sheepstown towards Archerstown and the borders of

Meath.
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If fox coverts were as numerous and well preserved in these beautiful hunting
districts as they are in the English shires, each of them is almost sufficient in extent
to provide sport for a separate pack of hounds.

Mullingar is an excellent hunting centre, and within railway distance ol several
Meath and Kildare Meets. Hunting boxes and country houses are to be had at half
the rent asked in more fashionable, and perhaps less sporting, hunting countries,
and the Westmeath farmers are beginning to find out the fallacy and danger of wire
as a fence, and to think that an influx of wealthy hunting strangers would be of
more advantage to them.

Some of the landed proprietors have still to show the example, by removing

wire fences and putting hunting gates in their demesne walls.

Westmeath is not, in general, a game-preserving county, though naturally well
adapted for wild shooting. Itsriver and lake fishing are far-famed, notably in the Green
Drake season, hares are not numerous, and with only two deer parks in the county a

Westmeath huntsman is not troubled with much riot. The park at Killynon is small
and of little or no trouble to hounds, and Baronston lies rather on the outskirts of the

hunt, in the * Wednesday” country, which is hunted once a week, that being part
of the bargain made with Mr. John Longworth when his hounds were amalgamated
with the county pack. Mondays are generally confined to the northern end of the

county bordering on Meath, and Friday meets are within easy reach of Mullingar.
Knockdrin and Pakenham Hall are ideal cub-hunting woodlands. There are

rough hills and woods where cubs can be got at as early as August, and only a few
places where fat cattle must not be disturbed till November. Westmeath is naturally

a suitable country for foxes, and their plentiness has been the cause of carelessness

in their preservation.
The earliest records of hunting in Westmeath take us back to the year 1738,

when Mr. John Henry Pakenham, coming on a visit to his brother, Mr. Thomas
Pakenham, who was M.P. for Longford, and owner of Pakenham Hall, or Tullynally,
as it was then called, found to his surprise thata fine pack of hounds was kept there,
together with what he described as ‘‘a set of horses.” He also mentions ‘‘eight or
ten hunters,” these ‘“ hunters” being evidently two-legged ones, as the hunt servants
and attendants in the field were part of the retinue of henchmen enumerated by
Mr. Pakenham in the interesting diary of his travels round the world. In his journal
John Henry says, ‘‘the horses here are very good and the common people’s horses
the hardiest 1 ever saw, much the size of the Polish, and will do great service and
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live upon little or nothing : it is a good hunting country and plenty of game.”
Mr. Pakenham adds a sketch of his brother’s residence and a most amusing if at
the same time rather grotesque representation of a foxr hunt with reynard, of course,
i1 the same field with the hounds. There was the ubiquitous ‘‘runner ™ even then,
160 years ago, following hounds and carrying a long pole—not a bad mount over
bog-drain or in a fen country, and perhaps useful to poke a fox out of a hole. This
was in the very carliest days of fox-hunting and some years before Mr. Nicholson,
of Balrath, instituted foxhounds in Meath, which he did in 1745. How interesting it
is to think that now as then, though a century and a half have passed away, members
of the same family are in this year of grace, 1897, Masters of the Westmeath hounds.
Bishop Dopping, of Meath, kept hounds at Lowtown, near Killucan, in 1697,
but they can scarcely be ranked as a county pack. One of the many scratch packs
that were then hunting in Meath probably found their way as far as Drumcree, so
there was hardly a district in the county where hunting in some shape or form was
not carried on. Racing was popular in those days also. There was a meeting held
near Mullingar in 1792, the date selected being November the first; then as now, of

course, a church holiday (it was so in the ninth century). The Mullingar folks
evidently thought Bon jour bonne wuvre, and the races were attended by hundreds
of the people from miles round. Mr. J. Dennis was very much to the fore that
.day, his horse ‘“Quiz” was followed home by ‘‘ Penultima.” This horse belied
his name, for he was ““second first” and not ‘‘second last™ unless it so happened that
Mr. Nugent's colt by ** Bagot” was the only other starter. All three of these placed
horses were the produce of the same sire. The races were run in heats. People
cannot have been as pious or as straightlaced in those days as in 1895, when it
was said to be a crime to hold in connection with the Mullingar Show a parade of
prize horses and a jumping competition on the afternoon of a holiday, the hiteenth
of August.

In the year 1800 Mr. John Fetherstonhaugh hunted round about his own place,
Grangemore, and towards Killucan. A little later than this, when Sir John (then Mr.)
Kennedy was Master of the Kildare foxhounds, he extended his operations as far
as Oldcastle. Loughcrew was a favourite rendezvous, and fine woodlands for cub-
hunting they were. The Kildare earth-warner, Nolan, has been known to walk from
Johnstown-Kennedy to Loughcrew, do his work and return home within the 24 hours !
The present-day earth-stopper who strolls out after breakfast for his so-called

“‘night stop” would not have relished Mr. Nolan’s job. The Kildares also hunted
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Clonabreany and the hill country north of Lickbla, as they had no suitable woods
for cubbing in their own county. The Master often came to Turbotston, having
ridden with his hounds from Johnstown-Kennedy.

Stopping out overnight for an early morning’s work, near Fore, the huntsman
and whip were, on one occasion, put to sleep in a room at Loughbawn, heated by a
stove : both the poor fellows were calmly asleep in death next morning, smothered by
the fumes. Two years after Mr. Kennedy had taken the Mastership of the Kildares,
the Committee which had existed in Meath under the directorship of Mr. W. Waller
(uncle of Mr. W. N. Waller, who was M.F.H. in 1872) joined forces with Mr. Hopkins,
who had kept a separate pack, and then, for the first time, they were called The Meath
Hounds.

The Kildares, consequently, ceased to make so many excursions into Meath.
The Benison hunt was then in existence, and the Kildare sportsmen used to emigrate
annually for a month to Castlepollard, where they put up at the head inn, Denis Kirkan's
brewery, and worshipped Diana by day and Bacchus by night. Mr. O'Reilly, of
Benison Lodge, seems to have been a shining light of those days, for he accepted a

challenge from Colonel Lennox to a bibacious tournament, commencing on Monday
morning, to hunt all day and drink all night for a week. Two bottles of French brandy

and two ounces of 'baccy were to be the affer-dinner allowance. The Colonel was
rather sorry for himself by the following Sunday, but the local boozer was quite
cheery, and when he was discovered in the pantry, dancing with the servant-maid, the
Colonel * threw up the sponge.”

This O'Reilly must have succeeded Anthony of that ilk, who was born just one
hundred and fifty years ago, and murdered at Benison Lodge in 1803, said to have been
shot by his own coachman, who was suspected of pilfering, and was watched by
Mr. O'Reilly out of his bedroom window. The coachman, finding himself ** spotted,”
went to the harness-room, took down a gun which was hanging there, came back, and
deliberately shot his master dead as he stood at the window.

It was of the Benison hunt that the story is related of their following a fox into
the lake near Knock lon. On nearing the opposite shore (Knock Ross) their own
notes deceived them, and turning to follow the echoes of their music, the hounds swam
backwards and forwards till, exhausted, they were drowned within view of huntsman
and field.

This very possibly true story is not unlike the legend told of the river and lake
Finn in County Donegal. When Dairé Dorumhar, ‘‘the monarch of the world,”
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landed at Ventry to subjugate Erin, Finn Mac Cumbhail, the Irish giant, marched South
to oppose him : on his return, after successfully defeating the enemy, Finn prepared a
great feast in the Finn valley, and sent two of his warriors, Goll and Fergoman, to bring
him a wild bull that grazed on the borders of the lake. On their way they fell in with
a litter of young pigs, which they killed for the feast. Goll obeyed orders, and came
back by a circuitous route ; but Fergoman, disregarding the chief’s injunctions, was
attacked by the wild sow, mother of the slaughtered bonhams: a furious hght ensued,
the sow using her tusks, and the warrior his spear. Fergoman had a sister as war-
like as himself, and, when he could fight no longer, he raised a mighty shout for his
sister's help. She happened to be standing at the same side of the lake, but heard the
echo of the shout from the cliffs on the opposite side ; she plunged in and swam across,
but before reaching the shore the voice came from the side she had left, and when she

returned, the echo came resounding again from the opposite cliffs, and so she crossed

and recrossed, till the dying cries of her brother so overwhelmed her that she sank,

and rose no more.
About 1802 the Sonna Harriers were

started by Mr. Hugh Tuite (third son of Sir

[enry), on leaving the army, shortly after the
siege of Gibraltar, at which he served as a
captain in the 39th regiment. He had origi-
nally joined the 14th Light Dragoons. The
pack was made up of picked drafts from the
best English kennels, including Mr. Coke's,
the celebrated owner of Holkham, one of the

hinest seats in Norfolk.* Mr. Tuite was a

J
-
—

sportsman of the true old type. Pea-green coat,

with black collar, buff facings and vest, was

the hunt uniform, and the hunt button was

HUGH TUITE
presented only to a select band of followers,

about twenty-five in all.

With kennels at Coolnahay, where a stream ran through the yard, everything,

including horses and general turn out, was consistent with a smart establishment.

The country hunted was all the best going in the county, stretching from Skeagh

* r. William Coke instituted at his shooting parties the hats now called * billycock," from his name Billy Coke.
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Hill and Churchtown to Ledeston, and from Mullingar to Bunbrusna; in fact, the
circuit of Lough Owel and to Ballynacargy and south of Sonna. There were no
hounds belonging to the northern part of Westmeath, but Mr. Clibborn kept a
trencher-fed pack at Moate. There was racing as well as hunting in the year 1509 :
a four days’ meeting from 4th to 7th of April at Finea. This out-of-the-way little
town lies partly in Cavan and partly in Westmeath, the river Inny being the
boundary, spanned by the bridge famous in Irish history, when * Miles the Slasher”
held it at the time of the battle of Granard.

The ¢ Ballymacue Yeoman Stakes” was run at the above meeting, and
Mr. Laghey was the fortunate yeoman who won it.

Then there was a Hunters' Plate of 30 sovs., run in three mile heats, and ridden
by gentlemen. The horses were to have been hunted in Westmeath, Cavan, or

Longford.

Mr. Shore’s mare by ‘‘Plough-boy’” won, and was hard pressed by

Mr. O'Farrell’'s grey horse by *‘ Kildare.”

Mr. Hugh Morgan Tuite, whose elder brother had died, was M.F, for the
county from 1826 to 1830, and again
1842 to 1847, succeeded his father, and
took great pains in keeping up the
efficiency of the Sonna hounds. He

gave them up at the time of the Irish

famine, and then it was that Mr. Henry
Murray started his pack with five couple
of the smallest of the Sonna hounds
as a foundation. (Mr. Tuite had taken
the pick of Sir R. Nagle's harriers that
were kept at Jamestown; Sir |. Strong,
of Tynon, got the remainder of the
pack.) Sir Richard Nagle had suc
ceeded to Jamestown by marriage with
the Geoghegan family ; he was created
a baronet in 1813, and only lived four-

teen years to enjoy the honours of

his title,

HUGH MORGAN TUITE
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Dillon Pollard (who died in 1803), grand uncle of the present owner of Kinturk:
was either the owner or chief supporter of the curiously named ‘* Beggars Benison
Hunt.” They were not ashamed of the name, for it was engraved on the hunt button.
The kennels were situated at the foot of Bratty Hill, a mile outside of the town of
Castlepollard, and the picturesque ivy-clad walls are still standing just at the corner
of the old deer park of Kinturk : some of the inmates of the park were the quarry
hunted when foxes and hares were scarce. Mr, Sam Reynell, when Master of the

Westmeath hounds, made use of these park deer to break his hounds of riot, taking
his pack to Kinturk in the summer months for that purpose. These same deer or

their descendants were sent to Farnham, in Cavan, at the time of the famine ; the
procession of carts, each loaded with two deer, is still talked about by the old folks in

the district. The high road from Castlepollard to Collinstown now runs through the
centre of the deer park, and joins the old Dublin coach road about a mile further on.

In 1821, at the race meeting at Mullingar, there was a steeplechase for hunters,
and the conditions were curiously worded thus, * for horses that have been fairly
hunted, and to gualify by leaping a four-foot wall, a ten-foot drain, and a sporting
ditch.” It was to be ‘““rode’ by gentlemen, and came off in three mile heats.
Mr. Will's chestnut gelding won, carrying 11st. 11lb. Forty years later, at the same
course, the qualification for horses in the ‘‘ Hunt Plate” was merely that they should
have been hunted three times during the season with any hounds in Ireland.
Mr. Murray, of Mount Murray, had a pack of hounds, and 1n the grass country
west of Lough Owel, had some rare sport. Henry Murray was always a resident
landlord. Ballinsellott was the name of his place in olden times. A consummate
horseman, and the leading sportsman in the county, he was a conjuror over a country,
and beautifully mounted. His great secret was not to work his horses too young,
and, though schooled and exercised with hounds, they were never asked to do a hard

day's work till the 1st of January, when they were six years old. Some of his best

hunters were fresh and sound at twenty, Mr. Murray was not a steeplechasing man,
but he won a few cross-country events. In 1852 a host of friends and admirers in
Westmeath presented him with a piece of plate in recognition of his services in the
cause of sport. Of him the following, possibly untrue, story was told :—

‘ It was no easy matter to puzzle Mr. Murray or his horses over the Westmeath
country. A friendly altercation between him and a hard-riding neighbour led to a
challenge, to be brought off in two days’ time, from Frewen Hill to Slanemore and

back. That evening, about nightfall, saw a man walking the fences carefully, and
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marking a spot in each with a small piece of white paper. At day-break, Mr.
Murray thought he would walk out and survey the scene of his that day's contest.
One piece of paper did not surprise him, but whea he saw the likeliest spot in the
next fence similarly adorned, Mr. Murray
began to ponder and to wonder and to
think.—Yes! his opponent had been
there, laying out a course for himself.
[t did not take long to change the papers
from the smallest to the hairiest and
highest parts of the ditches and banks.
Mr. Murray chuckled to himself when
the flag fell, and he soon saw ‘‘the biter
bit,"” and his opponent down. Mr. Murray
caught his horse and brought it back to
him, but got two fields of a start before
the other had recovered his wind and
was settled in the saddle, and, sailing
along, came home an easy winner.”
Sport was not altogether confined

to the western side of the county, for

in the east, towards Killucan, early in the
Thirties, Mr. Edward Briscoe (who had
been left the estate of Grangemore by his

HEXRY MURREAY.

uncle, Mr. John Fetherstonhaugh), could not bear to see his kennels empty, and took
to hare-hunting. It must have been an establishment of some importance, for its
members held their point-to-point races: a veritable ‘*steeplechase,” starting from
the church at Reynella, with the spire at Killucan as a winning-post, distance 4;
miles, as the rook flies. This race was immortalized in song, for Knockeraville

could always boast of a local bard.



CHAPTER 11

MR. RICHARD REYNELL OF KILLYNON, AND HIS HARRIERS,—HIS SONS, RICHARD, SAMUEL,
AND WILLIAM.—ESTABLISHMENT OF WESTMEATH FOXHOUNDS, 1835.—KENNELS
AT CLONDERLEVER AND THEN REMOVED TO ARCHERSTOWN —LAMBERT AND
BULGER, THE FIRST HUNT SERVANTS.—COOLAMBER MANOR AND CASTLE TAYLOR
VISITED IN QUEST OF CUBS.—DISPERSAL OF THE HOUNDS IN 1841.—SOME OF
THEM BOUGHT BY MR. CORBALLY.—MR. REYNELL AND HIS BROTHER-IN-LAW,
MR. TRENCH NUGENT, IN MEATH.—MR. DEASE'S HOUNDS,—CLONDERLEVER HILL.—
MR. BOND OF EDGEWORTHSTOWN, AND HIS HARRIERS.—THE EAST MEATHS
OCCASIONALLY VISIT THE COUNTRY.—THE ‘‘ LONGFORD SLASHERS."—CAROUSING

ON HUNTING NIGHTS.

R. RICHARD REYNELL, grandfather ot the present worthy owner of

Killynon, hunted hares in his own neighbourhood, with Doyle as huntsman,

and kennels at Clonderlever. Mr. Reynell died on 1st November, 1834,
in the hunting field near Taughmon, having left home in perfect health that
morning.  His sons, Richard, Samuel, and William, were all entered early to
‘““currant jelly dogs.” The former never kept hounds, but was very fond of hunting ;
he inherited Killynon, and his brothers continued to live there with him. William
acted as secretary for, and looked after that part of the County Westmeath which
was occasionally visited by the Meath hounds under Mr. Hopkins' mastership,* viz.,
from Donore and Clonhugh to Knockdrin and Gartlanstown. The Meath kennels
were then at Athboy. Poor Willy Reynell died in 1856.

Sam was not content with Harriers. Two years before the Queen's accession
he got together a scratch pack, and with kennels at Clonderlever, and Lambert (from
the Kildares) as huntsman, he set to work hunting his natural enemy, but really his
best friend, the fox. This was in the year 1835, and Sir C. Dillon was then Master
of the Meaths, Mr. T. B. Thompson succeeding him in 1836 till 1839, when

Mr. James N. Waller was the M.F.H., and changed the kennels to Allenstown.

* Mr. Hopkins, the first Master of the Meath hounds, was grandfather of Mr. Morgan Rotheram, the amateur
whipper-in of the Ballymacads at the present time : an example of the force of heredity.
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Thus ““Sam " had good neighbours over the border, and about the second year of

his mastership he moved to Archerstown, improved his pack, and ftted up kennels.
Lambert was still huntsman, and Bulger remained on as whip. The Westmeaht

Master took up the part of the country that
Mr. Hopkins had hunted, and added to

it Lisnabin and some of the Killucan
country, as well as Knock Ion and the
hills south of Lough Sheelin, and portions
of the County of Cavan, close to Mount-
nugent. He occasionally took his hounds,
when he was short of game in his own
domain, to Major Blackhall's place, Cool-
amber Manor, in County Longford, where
foxes abounded in the bog woods. Early

in the autumn he went to his cousin,

Mr. Shaw Taylor’s place in Galway, to

ME. 5. W. REYNELL.,

worry the cubs.

The eldest son, Richard Winter Reynell, succeeded to Killynon in 1834, and
lived there during his long and happy life, a grand old country squire, beloved by
rich and poor. His classical friends dubbed him * Dico” for Dick, from his habit
of beginning every sentence with ‘I say,”” He was a great fox preserver and
supporter of hunting, and to the time of his death (which occurred on Feb. 3rd, 1887),
nothing cheered him so much as the cry of hounds, as, sitting in his fishing-boat,
he watched them hunting the hills round Derravaragh. Now, in 1897, there is yet
another young Richard Reynell to be entered to the chase.

Mr. Sam Reynell showed good sport during his six years of Mastership in
Westmeath, though there was grumbling on the part of some covert owners, who
thought their particular country not sufficiently hunted, and this, coupled with the
scarcity of foxes, compelled him to resign in 1841, He sold his pack under the
hammer. Mr. Mathew Corbally, M.P. for Co. Meath, purchased several of the best
lots, and these hounds formed the nucleus of the pack hunted ten years later by their
former owner, and handed down through five successive Masterships in Meath to the
present time : Messrs. S. Reynell, W. N. Waller, ]. O. Trotter, The Earl of Fingall,
and John Watson. Mr. Reynell had married, in June, 1836, Miss Trench Nugent;
her brother served in the sgth Regiment, and then as Adjutant of the Westmeath



12 RECORDS OF HUNTING IN WESTMEATH,

Militia, and when hunting in Meath, his brother-in-law Sam, probably persuaded him
to take the Mastership of the Meath hounds, which were being worked by a committee.
This he accordingly did in 1845.

During the years of famine and distress, which changed the whole aspect of
the country, people thought not much of hunting or amusement, but of keeping
themselves and their poorer neighbours alive.

Mr. Dease gave people an occasional gallop with his barriers after hares or
carted deer; and in Co. Longford Mr. Thomas Bond's hare-hounds had a large
scope of country, from his residence at Edgeworthstown to Granard and Abbeylara.
Mr. Bond was lord of the manor, and exercised his authority as to all sporting
rights ; but he never included foxes among his beasts of chase. IFor some years
Westmeath was almost without hounds, certainly without anything that could lay
claim to the title of a county pack. The East Meath hunted three days a month part
of the country by arrangement, that is the portion mentioned as being looked after
by Mr. Willy Reynell.

[

- e

ARCHERSTOWXN HOUSE

Mr. Trench Nugent (whose kennels were at Athboy) was also sometimes within
reach of Westmeath fox-hunters, when he met at Rockview, Mitchelstown, Killua,
Rosmead, or northwards to Farrenconnell.

In 1852 Mr. Reynell became Master of the Meaths, and continued these visits

westward ; thus Knockdrin, Sir Richard Levinge’'s place, was his scene of operations
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on 1g9th October, 1853, when a fox was killed, and the brush taken by Prince Edward
de Polignac—a relative of Sir Richard's—the prince remarking, that the sight of
‘“la queue du renard ¥ would astonish the Parisians. This was the last incursion of
the Meaths into western territory, and ‘Sam” had to relinquish the bit of country
that he had hunted, first with harriers, then with the Westmeath, and finally with
the Meath hounds.

During all these changes of hounds and masterships the hill of Clonderlever
appears to have been a sort of loadstone for huntsmen. Mr. Reynell's harriers and
his foxhounds, Mr. Dease's harriers and staghounds, coursing meetings and point-to-
point races, all had their venue at Clonderlever, whilst at the present time it is the
prettiest gorse covert in the county. When the old Ballymacads journeyed up there
to hunt Mr. Hope's pet deer, it was a rendezvous for local bruisers.

Messrs. Joe Tuite and Henry Murray rarely missed a meet, nor did the officers
from Mullingar and Longford garrisons, with a contingent known as * The Longford
Slashers,” headed by Mr. Richard Fox of Fox Hall, and Mr. Jessop of Mount
Jessop.

There was hard riding by day, and hard drinking by night. Bunbrusna was
the meeting-place on their return journey, where egg-flip and hot punch out of
stable buckets, were the refreshments generally ordered by ‘‘ The Slashers.” These
entertainments invariably wound up with dancing, at one or other of the * Slashers'"
residences, finishing towards morning with chicken hazard. Maria Edgeworth took
orgies of this sort as her theme for a very severe lecture in some of her writings.

This carousing was not confined to Longford, for it is within the memory of
man, that four members of the Westmeath Hunt were carried out by troopers of the
Scots Greys, at a ball in Athlone, and laid on the kitchen table in the Inn; and in
the same neighbourhood, at a very festive gathering, after a good day's fox-hunting,
by twelve o'clock there were only three sober men out of sixteen. One of them,
‘““Black” Jack Dennis, hearing a noise in the kitchen, went down and found the
servants lying speechless, the cellar broken open, and the tap of a hogshead of
whiskey left running. One gentleman of the party, having slipped out of the dining-
room unobserved, locked his bedroom door, and at break of day, threw out his
portmanteau, and let himself down from the window with a sheet, got on a passing
car to Athlone, and took train for Mullingar, en roufe for Turbotston. But there
is this to be said, that there was no drinking in the daytime in ‘‘the good

old days.”



CHAPTER 111l

R E-ESTABLISHMENT OF THE COUNTY HOUNDS, 1854.—THE ORIGINAL MEMBERS OF THE
WESTMEATH HUNT CLUB.—LORD VAUX OF HARROWDEN AND THE ROSMEAD
EGTATE.—SIR RICHARD LEVINGE, BART.—MR. ROCHFORT BOYD'S MASTERSHIP,

1856 TO 1858.—CAPTAIN RODON'S BLOODHOUNDS.

N the year 1854 a notice was issued to landowners in Westmeath that a pack or
] foxhounds had been purchased by Sir Richard Levinge, Bart., and an establish-
ment set up for the purpose of hunting the principal part or this county. A
committee was formed, and a meeting held, with Lord Vaux of Harrowden in the chair,
and Mr. Henry Murray, the sporting squire of Mountmurray, acting as hon. secretary.
A subscription of £600 was raised, which was proof positive of the general wish to
possess a pack of county hounds. Out of the forty-two original subscribers, only
seventeen names now appear on the list of members of the Westmeath Hunt. They
are—Kilmaine, Purden, Nugent (Donore), Pollard-Urquhart, Greville, Boyd (of
Middleton), Fetherstonhaugh (of Bracklyn), Fitzgerald, Murray (Mountmurray),
Smythe, Levinge (2), Chapman, Reynell, Dease, Malone, Marlay, Magill. All these
are at present, or have been till quite recently, represented not only on the list of
subscribers, but in the hunting field. In six cases there were two members of the
same family represented, and the following have either disappeared or left no
hunting representatives—King-Harman, Vaux, Middleton-Berry, Gambell, Briscoe,
Rynd, Ferguson, Conolly, Stokes, Mooney, Cronin, West, Joly, Atkinson, De
Blaquiere, Duignan, Eivers. Though the great hunting family of Tuite is not now
represented in the field, nevertheless the woods of Sonna are seldom without a fox.
Thus the Westmeath Hunt Club was established, just forty-three years ago.

Lord Vaux of Harrowden was certainly the moving spirit in the new organ-
ization, as will be seen by the fact of his having been elected to take the chair at
the first meeting. His lordship was then living at his Westmeath residence,
Rosmead : he took a deep interest in hunting, was a supporter of the Meath as well
as the Westmeath hounds, and spent what he often described as the twenty-

seven happiest years of his life in this county. About the year 1840 his lordship's



RECORDS OF HUNTING IN WESTMEATH. 15

rustees had lent £50,000 on mortgage to Admiral Robinson, father of the late
Lord Rosmead, on his estates, which were valued at nearly double that amount.
Rosmead came to Captain (afterwards .

Admiral) Robinson by his marriage with F P o g ol :‘:"'i" -

Miss Frances Wood, whose ancestor, | o
Mr. Widman, took the name of Wood.
Mr. Hans Widman-Wood had bought
Rosmead from the Moors about the year
1605 : it was then called Rosmean. The
potato blight (1845) and consequent
famine came on, farmers were ruined,

rents unpayable, the Encumbered Es-
tates Act was passed, Lord Vaux forced

on the sale of the Rosmead Estate, and
became owner of the whole property for
£2,000 /Jess than his own mortgage.
Then very soon, about 1850, an im-
provement set in, his lordship received
about #£4,000 per annum out ol the
property, and sold parts of it for three
times what it cost, and left Ireland just as

LURD VAUX.

very troublesome times again set in.

Rosmead has been practically uninhabited eversince. The neighbourhood in
general, and fox-hunting in particular, have felt the loss of an open-hearted and
open-handed resident proprietor. The late Lord Greville bought the estate and left
it to his daughter, the Marquise de la Bédoyére, the present owner, who lives
abroad, and pays little heed to foxes or fox-hunting. 7empora mutantur, &c.

From the hunt meeting in the year 1854 dates the establishment of the county
pack, and the following is a resolution passed at the meeting referred to :—

‘“ As certain coverts within the boundaries of the county—and which were formerly
hunted by the Westmeath hounds—have been of late years drawn by the hounds of a neigh-

bouring pack, who have in consequence set up a claim to them contrary to the admitted rules
of fox-hunting, this Committee has endeavoured to come to an amicable and fair arrangement
respecting them ; but, as the Committee of the Meath Hunt declines any negotiation on the
subject, this Committee feels that their proper and only course now is to appeal to the owners
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or power exists ; and they trust that the wishes or
ns, may not be disregarded, and those

her hunt and the people of another

of these coverts, in whom alone any real nght
the county so significantly expressed by their subscriptio
coverts taken from them to suit the convenience ol anot

county.”

directed to Henry Murray. Esq., Mountmurray,
« VAUX OF HARROWDEN (Chairman).”

this Mr. James N. Waller, as Chairman of a Meath Hunt

In answer to
forwarded the following

held at Kells, on 10th September, 1854,
ing them to draw, up to the toth of

with morning stops at
g an earth and lying

Meeting,
conciliatory message to Western Meath, allow

March in each year, Clonyn, Moortown, and Rockview (

Rosmead and Dunganstown, the latter was a gorse containin

between Clonyn and Archerstown). They were also allowed to draw Windtown,

Fore, Sallymount, Annagh, Crossdrum, Baltrasna, Ballinrink, Half-Carton, Bobs-

.nd the new coverts at Mullaghmeen, with morning stops at Grennan,

grove, Ross,
end of any

and Rock of Corry,—but with power to resume theze coverts at the
season. The Meath people, however, reserved Ballinlough, Killua, Rosmead,

Mitchelstown (part of South Hill N. of Delvin-road), South Hill, Grennan, and

Loughbawn, and morning stops at any of the conceded coverts. The Westmeath

Committee were to pay for damages in the country thus lent to them.
Eleven days later, on the last day of September, 1854, Mr. Godfrey Levinge
gave his place Culleen for a Hunt Meeting. Sir Percy Nugent, Bart.,, was moved

to the chair, and the matter under consideration was the above proposal, relative
to the coverts in dispute, and the only additional coverts now asked for were
Mitchelstown, South Hill, and Rosmead, the owners of which desired them to go
into Westmeath territory, and they asked that the Masters should have earths

mutually stopped.
In August, 1855, the two hunts entered into the following agreement :(—

Westmeath hounds to have the right of drawing in the months of November,
January, March, the coverts of Rosmead, Clonyn, Moortown, and Rockview,
promising to whip off hounds should they run a fox from any of these coverts
‘nto Archerstown or Killallon, but Meath was to retain the exclusive right to
South Hill, Mitchelstown, Ballinlough, and Killua, The next change left them as
they now stand in 1897. Rosmead is the only ‘“ neutral " covert, and Ballinlough
the only ““morning stop” that \Westmeath are entitled to outside of their own

country, Happily the two hunts agree in true sportsmanlike way to help each
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other in the matter of earth stopping. South Hill and Mitchelstown, Clonyn and
Moortown, Dunganstown and Rockview, are all considered Westmeath coverts
now, and the others formerly disputed, remain Meath country.

““Sam " Reynell was inclined to say *‘l'etat c'est moi!” When in Westmeath
the coverts belonged to him, and when, later on, he went to Meath, he expected

the county to go with him ! hence the above-named difficulties arose.

ENOCKDRIN CASTLE,

The country to be hunted having then been decided upon, and covert owners
implored to preserve foxes, the ball was set rolling.

Sir Richard Levinge, seventh Baronet, late of 43rd Regiment, kept his
hounds at Knockdrin, one of the most charming seats in Westmeath, and a very
central position for hunting.

Knockdrin was in 1656 called Monilea, or High Park; it was then Tuite
property, and was purchased by Sir Richard Levinge, the first Baronet.

Kennels were erected in the stable yard. Drafts from Sir Richard Sutton, the

Qakley, and a few from Sir Watkin Wynn’s and Lord Southampton’s made up the
C
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pack, thirty-six couple in all, and three couple of bitches from the ‘‘Surrey Union.”
Mr. Henry Murray was both Secretary and Treasurer to the Hunt, and greatly
assisted Sir Richard. It was up-hill work at first, only 4400 per annum guar-

anteed for two days a week, and country short of foxes.
With Jack Ransom as huntsman—he had come from the Duke of Rutland—

Joel Dunmore, first whip, and the huntsman’s son, John, junior, as second whip, the
opening meet of the hounds took place’ under Sir Richard's mastership, on the
st November, 1854. They met at Ballynegall, then the residence of Mr. J. W.
Middleton Berry, and now belonging to Captain Thomas J. Smyth, a good fox
preserver and resident landlord. Ballynegall, like most other places in Westmeath,
has seen many changes of ownership. It belonged to the Reynells, and was then
called Castle Reynell. Mr. Gibbons purchased the estate, which afterwards passed into
the hands of Mr. Berry, who was High Sheriff the year of the famine.

The day was not productive of much sport beyond a lot of woodland hunting, and
marking a fox to ground in the Master's own preserves. Rosmead was not unnaturally

the next meeting-place, and on the 4th November, Lord Vaux had a large house-party
to greet the field, as also a good fox that stood up before hounds for an hour and five

minutes, running fast towards Killallon, turning past Kilrush plantations, skirting
Killua for Drewstown, towards Triermore and Gilltown, back into the bog covert at

Drewstown, when Sir Richard Levinge ordered hounds to be stopped, wishing to treat
the Meath Hunt with all due courtesy on account of their recent concession of country.

Sport continued fair when foxes were to be found. Clonhugh was the
fixture the day after Valentine's Day in 1855, where Colonel Fulke Greville, M.P., was
pleased to see so many of his constituents in pursuit of a gallant fox, found in his
coverts, and running past Mount Murray to Sonna, back by Shandonagh to ground
in Ledeston, a distance of about eleven miles, and some of it fast—a really good

hunt.

Mr. Richard Steele Fetherstonhaugh at this time kept a
very nice pack of harriers at Rockview, his seat in Westmeath,
and hunted all his neighbourhood from Sion Hill to Sheepstown.

Mr. Merlehan of Martinstown was a useful amateur whip : the rising

generation of Fetherstonhaugh, and a elientéle of the Masters

HUNT BUTTON.

enjoved many a good spin with these hounds. Rockview coverts
were drawn by the Meaths.

The general turn out of the Westmeath Hunt servants, horses, and hounds was



RECORDS OF HUNTING IN WESTMEATH. 10

smart, and OSir Richard Levinge designed the hunt button, more patriotic
than beautiful: it is rather a clumsy affair, being a large segment with
the national emblem and the name

of the Hunt emblazoned on a scroll.
Sir R. Levinge only kept the hounds
for two seasons. With the same staff,
and a better show of game in his
second year, sport continued satis-
factory. Ransom was a very smart
servant, but hated jumping, though
fond of “jumping powder.” Sir
Richard was not keen enough to un-
dertake the constant tie and responsi-
bility of the mastership, and having
started and organised the concern, he
found a substitute in Mr. George
Augustus Rochfort Boyd, who bought
the pack and added to it a draft from
Mr. Selby Lowndes’ the Atherstone,

and some Belvoir blood. Kennels

were erected at Lilliput, a place be-

SIR RICHAERD LEVINGE, BART,

longing to Mr. Boyd, and lying on

the south-west shore of Lough Ennell, and about two miles from Middleton. Hounds
did not thrive well, and Ransom (who had been retained as huntsman), thought that
the lake water disagreed with, and had a laxative effect upon them. Supposed
symptoms of dumb madness showed themselves, and the Master decided to change
the kennels to the farmyard at Middleton. Jack Mossum came over from England
with a draft of hounds, and was kept as first whip. The huntsman’s son acted as
second whip.

Mr. Boyd, who was then only thirty-nine years of age, was a clever man, full
of vigour and enterprise, and rich ; he did things in good style, mounted himself and
his men—for whom he kept twelve horses—on really good fresh hunters, bought
from farmers in his country.

Middleton is a remarkably fine place, situated near Castletown, in the south-west

of this county. The house is most comfortable, built on the style of Ballynegall and
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Loughcrew. The woods and bogs in the place afford fine lying for foxes. Mr. Boyd

turned down eighteen cubs that he got trom Killaloe, in the County Clare, in July,

1856.
56 Captain John Rodon started a pack of bloodhounds for drag-

In the year 18
The Adam and Eve of his pack came

hunting, and he really began at the beginning.

from Mr. Grantley Berkeley, and Lincolnshire.
[+ was marvellous the way these hounds

He kept them at first at Bracklyn,

and afterwards at Newgrove, near Kells.

could hunt the trail of a piece of raw meat three or four hours after the drag had been

laid ; for, as Tickell says in his poem on hunting :—

v O'er all, the bloodhound boasts superior skill,
To scent, to view, to turn, to boldly kill.”

The Captain tried an experiment once to test their scenting power, and found they

could hunt the following morning a line that had been laid overnight, and, though

picking it up slower than usual, they never lost the scent.
ar Reynella, in one of which Mr. James

white horse, that was so

Id take it for

Some capital gallops were enjoyed ne
M‘Cormick, of Bryanstown, distinguished himself on a

spur-marked at the end of the hunt, they were afraid the hounds wou

the drag.

. A. R. BOYD

Round about Newgrove Captain Rodon hunted regularly. It is a splendid

open country, and hounds invariably got the better of the field. People were rather
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terrified at first at the sight of these splendid stately hounds, standing twenty-six
inches high, possessing a commanding dignity of appearance; but hfteen years'
experience proved them to be less pugnacious than the snapping curs of the country,
and they never harmed anyone.

Captain Rodon eventually sent his hounds to Lord Wolverton, then
Mr. G. Glyn, who hunted drags with them, and was greatly pleased with their

style of hunting. When able to snatch a few hours from parliamentary duties,

MIDDLETON

Mr. Glyn thoroughly enjoyed a gallop with his bloodhounds. He tried them to

~un five and a-half miles on the flat in twenty minutes, and said that horses could
hardly live with them over fences, unless by siving the drag three or four hours
law. Later on, in 1872, he hunted deer, and found the farmers took more keenly to
this legitimate hunting ; the bloodhounds hunted beautifully, and, curious to say,
did not try to kill the deer when once they got up to them. The pack consisted of
seventeen and a-half courle at one time, and in the year 1875 his lordship exhibited,
at the Bristol Dog Show, his grand old dog ** Harold," and a beautiful bitch named

‘“‘ Freedom.”
Captain Rodon only hunted nine or ten couple in his pack ; the captain was

also a great coursing-man, and at Diamor, Mountainstown, and Herbertstown, his

longtails were well known.
Mr. Boyd entered on his second season with the same hunt servants, till

o

4. qaus
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Ransom got a knock-down blow from his enemy ‘* John Barleycorn,” and Jack Mossum
was promoted to carry the horn. The final catastrophe occurred as follows :—One

day Mr. Boyd was returning from the Delvin country with the hounds and one
whipper-in. Ransom had been left behind, and the Master waited a short time

at Culleen gate, expecting him to come on; but as he did not turn up, the Master
and hounds trotted briskly on to catch the train at Mullingar. It must be known
that, on coming to Ireland, Ransom had taken to whiskey as a duck to water,
and on this occasion he was just sufficiently sober to blow his horn ; this he did so
loudly, and with such effect, that the entire pack left Mr. Boyd, and came galloping
back to their intoxicated huntsman. Eventually the whole party had to take the road

to Middleton.
Mr. Boyd calculated that £500 subscription and 4100 field-money would cover
the cost of hunting the country two days a week. Mr. Boyd was never a bruiser

over a country, and used to go home very early. He was a first-rate judge of
both horse and hound. Nothing very brilliant, but average sport was enjoyed ; and
when Mr. S. Reynell extended the Meath country towards Dublin, the Westmeaths
were allowed to draw Rockview and some coverts belonging to Meath.

Mr. Boyd's sporting proclivities have been inherited by the present generation
of the family. For some years the hounds did not draw Middleton ; but latterly the
coverts have been holding well. The black collar to hunt coat was introduced In
Mr. Boyd's reign, several different colours and facings having first been suggested and
put aside at a meeting convened at Middleton, for the purpose of testing the artistic
tastes of the members of the Hunt. The management again changed after this season ;
and when Mr. Boyd resolved on retiring, a Westmeath man was looked to, as it was
not the custom in those days to go outside the county for a Master. Mr. Briscoe's

name was mentoned.
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MR. BRISCOE OF GRANGEMORE.—HIS MASTERSHIP FROM 1858 TO 1800 —MITCHELL
AND BURTON THE NEW HUNT SERVANTS.—INCIDENTS OF THE CHASE.—A
COMMITTEE FORMED IN APRIL, 1860, AND THE HOUNDS BOUGHT RBY EIGHT
MEMBERS OF THE HUNT.—GOSSIP AND POLITICS IN MR. MAGAN'S TIME.,—
RACING AT MULLINGAR IN THE SIXTIES,—PROPOSAL FROM MESSRS. NAPER,

NUGENT., AND FETHERSTONHAUGH TO HUNT THE COUNTRY IN 1801.

OHN FETHERSTONHAUGH BRISCOE succeeded his father (Edward)
in 1842. He lived at Grangemore, near Killucan, and was passionately

fond of hunting. In the summer of 1858 Westmeath elected him Master

of the Hounds, which he bought from
his friend Mr. Boyd. Mr. Briscoe was
only eight-and-twenty years of age, but
a welter weight and hard rider : he was
valled ‘“the big man,” and a famous
jump which he once took is pointed
out near Grangemore. He built kennels
and got together a stud of hunters,
and set about his new undertaking
in a business-like way. Nowadays,
Grangemore, which is in the extreme
east of the county, is looked upon
as quite out of the hunting world,
and so is Griffinstown, which was
also a fixture and a good fox-holding

covert in the Hhities. Mr. Daly of

Mornington, acted as Hunt Secretary

for a short time. Jack Mitchell, late

J. F. BRISCOE

first whip in Kildare, was engaged
as huntsman (he had been K. H. and First Whip to Lord Gifford), and Joseph

Burton was the Whipper-in. Hunting at first twice a week, Tuesdays and

-r-. h
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Saturdays, Mr. Briscoe afterwards increased it to five days a fortnight, which he
worked with ten horses. £5 was put down as an unusually good 2s. 6d. ‘cap’ in
those days, much the same as at present time.

On the 18th September, 1858, he went forth full of keenness and anxiety for
his first day's cubbing, and met not unreasonably at his own place. He had a few
ardent followers, Sir John Power, Mr. Wade, the Master of the Rockview Harriers,
and some English friends of his own. Captain Sheddon, from Kildare, used to hunt
a good deal in Westmeath., The critical eye of Sam Reynell was upon him that
morning, and four foxes were moved; two were allowed to make their way to
Bracklyn unmolested ; one was chopped in the wood at the corner ol the pond,

and the fourth marked to ground.
Griffinstown was blank on the 24th, A Lowtown fox was marked to ground,

smoked out, and run into, This was first blood of the season, for seventeen and a-half
couple, the dog pack with a couple of bitches. Rochfort, Knockdrin, Middleton,
Reynella, Gillardstown, Knockross, Ballynegall, Bracklyn, and Newforest, were the
only woods cubbed. Thirteen days out and eight foxes killed (one of which was a
marked vixen, turned up the previous year by Mr. Boyd). Mr. Briscoe was very
wroth at the poisoning of a fox at Rochfort.

On the 13th October the second whip was sent to bring on some tail hounds
left in Knockdrin. The Master thus described how he did it: ** The blackguard never

came home till eight o’clock, and was then drunk. I dismissed him next day.”

Having sent hounds and horses overnight to Middleton, Mr. Briscoe made an
early start on the morning of 1gth October by a short cut, but missed the path on his
way to Newforest. ** Parker got into a bog drain with Jack on top of him,” he wrote
in his diary; **both rolled over, Jack underneath, and horse, feet uppermost ; pulled
out the lot, and went to draw the ‘Slangs;' the people holloaed all rcund ; one lot or
rascals would have allowed me to ride down a quarry, had I not seen it in time."

Later on in the season, after killing a fox from Ballinwyre, he found in the
Slangs, and eventually marked that fox to ground and dug him, winding up the day
with ‘“a row with the country people.”

The first regular meet was at Lisnabin on 26th October ; it then, as now, pro-
vided the needful and blood. It is interesting to know that Rodney Purdon's horse,
this day, lay down dead beat! Poor Rodney, his conduct was such so long ago as the
year of the Crimea ; he over-rode hounds, holloaed, and generally misbehaved himself,

but all from over zeal. History does not relate how often Rodney has done it since.
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Mr. Briscoe went to Meath to return ‘““Sam ™ Reynell's visit. Jones was
huntsman ; Mr. Briscoe was much struck (not in the material sense) by Jones' racing
whip, which he carried instead of a hunting crop. Matthews sometimes does the same
now in Westmeath : it looks ridiculous, and is no use for pushing a gate or such like
purposes. The 6th November has to be recorded as the hirst blank day, the country drawn

being Glencarra, Mearescourt, Irishtown, Lunestown, and Streamstown, verb, sap.

GREANGEMORE HOUSE.

Three days later an amusing incident occurred after running a fox from
Belvedere, a smart twenty-five minutes, to ground near Gaybrook. [.eech, the earth-
stopper, informed the Master that Mr. Parnell's steward had dug out their hunted
fox : off go Mr. Briscoe and Jack in a dog-cart, and dig out Mr. Little from his bed,
and make him give up the fox from out a barrel in the yard, It was said that
Mr. Little gave up reynard as a sort of hostage, to save any further incu rsions on his

cellar of old Scotch whiskey! Mr. Briscoe ear-marked the fox, turned it up 1n

Gaybrook, and drove home.
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On December 20th the Meath hounds met at Delvin, and drew Rockview.
Westmeath used to draw Rosmead, so hounds actually crossed on their way to hunt,
and one day got mixed. Though Rockview was Meath country, Williamstown
adjoining it was Mr. Briscoe’s own property ; there was no covert on it in those
days, nor anything to hold a fox at Killulagh.

Christmas eve, 1853, Mr. Briscoe described as his best day's sport, and Henry
Murray and Mr. Longworth as the best men ia it. In those days no man could
touch Henry Murray over a country. Meeting this day at Middleton, a fox was on
foot, hounds getting fairly away with him, heading for Newforest, turned back
through Middleton and Lilliput, crossing the rails at Castletown station into Red-
mondstown ; passing Lunestown, over the hill for Crieve, and, skirting this covert,
on by Jamestown, to Middleton, and to ground in Newforest. Mr. Longworth

declared it to be the best hunt he had ever ridden, bar one fifteen years previously
in Kildare.

January 6th being a holiday, the Master gave the country people a bye-day
at Grangemore for their diversion; hounds ran a fox to Raharney and crossed
the river to Joristown, back by Killough, to ground in Bracklyn, where he was
dug out for the amusement of the natives.

There were only two blank days during the season, and hounds hunted fifty-

four ; the Master missed but one day. He was rather fond of the spade! On his little
15.2 mare, ‘* Columbine,” he was wonderfully carried. This excellent little huntress
made a big price at the hammer at the sale of his horses.

Mr. Briscoe, unfortunately, followed the example of his two predecessors, and
held the Mastership for two years only. He took a great interest in hound-breeding,
but was unfortunate ; for, out of twenty-nine home-bred puppies sent out to walk, only
six-and-a-half couple survived.

Mr. Richard Coffy of Newcastle, kept harriers this year, and for some vears
after. Many a good steeplechaser made his début with this pack. Mr. Coffy on one

occasion drew as far as Rochfort, to look for a deer which had taken up its abode n
Sir Francis Hopkins' demesne.

On the 19th March, 1860, an influential meeting was held in Mullingar, and a
resolution passed expressing regret that Mr. Briscoe could not see his way to retaining
the mastership, and stating their high approval of the manner in which he had hitherto

hunted the country. A committee was named, consisting of the late and the now

retiring Masters—Lord Vaux, Messrs. J. Tuite, Ralph Smyth, J. J. Nugent, and
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Henry Murray—who were entrusted with the management of affairs. Mr. Tuite alone
survives. On the last day of April, at another Hunt meeting, the first three of the
above-named committee—viz.,, Lord Vaux, Mr. G. A, R. Boyd, and Mr. Briscoe, were
elected as a triumvirate, with Mr. Richard Reynell, jun., as their secretary, and a
guarantee of 4800 by twelve members, to hunt the country five days a fortnight.

Mr. Briscoe sold his hounds nominally to Lord Vaux and Mr. Boyd, but the
following seven members of the Hunt each purchased a £ 50 share, and Mr. Briscoe
retained the eighth share himself :—Sir Benjamin Chapman, Bart. ; Messrs. Hugh
Morgan Tuite, George Augustus Boyd, William Pollard-Urquhart, Lord Vaux, and,
a little later on, Henry Murray and Colonel Greville. The pack consisted of thirty-six
and a-half couple of working hounds and nine brood bitches. Mr. Reynell carried
out the transaction, and forwarded £350 to Mr. Briscoe.

Under this arrangement the hounds have been passed on as a pack from one
Master to the next, down to the present time, each keeping it up to its normal

standard. .

The hounds were still kennelled at Grangemore. Mr. Briscoe did not sell the
place till ten years later, when it was purchased by Mrs. Magan, a name well known
in Westmeath. Her son, William Henry, represented the county in several parha-
ments, and many amusing tales are told of the contested elections and queer goings-on
in those days. Mr. Magan served as a Captain in the 4th Light Dragoons, and was
quartered in Ireland. A wild young man, and clever, he .had a party of boon
companions at his country seat, Clonearl.—(the fine mansion of Clonearl in the King's
County was afterwards accidentally destroyed by fire),—and being anxious to show
them some sport, not fox-hunting this time, invited his agent to dinner, and
arranged to make him drunk, then to drug him, and draw all his teeth. The
butler overheard the conversation, and when the old gentleman arrived, told him
privately what was in store for him. Mr. C——was more abstemious than usual
at dinner, and as soon as the cloth was removed, he ordered his trap on pretext of
important business, and drove himself home. Being deprived of their amusement,
a messenger was sent down to Philipstown for a poor creature called *‘ Dick the
Fool,” an idiot who used to ramble about the streets making a living by his imbecility.
Being introduced into the parlour, the wretched idiot was filled with drink, stripped
of his rags, tarred, feathered, and set fire to for the amusement of the M.P. and his

party ; he danced about to their great delight, but before the flames could be extin-
guished, harm was done, and some days afterwards the idiot died. This was in
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the Captain’s bachelor days. Later on he selected as his wife, Lady Georgina Hill,
fourth daughter of the Earl of Albemarle, and wife of Mr. Hill, R.M. of Longlord, who
obtained a divorce. The M.P. and his bride lived happily together at Clonearl. He was
again selected to represent the county: his colleague, Sir Percy Nugent, whose name and
family will be found closely connected with hunting in Westmeath, was set aside ; and
being asked how it was that although a Catholic and resident he was not selected by

the bishop and clergy, the worthy baronet replied, 1 suppose it is because I am

neither a murderer nor an adulterer.” How different things are now when candidates

. *
AT

RICHARD REYNELL,

are rejected, not for any faults of their own, but because they hold by the polifical
principles of a man who had fallen over the same ** fence ” as Magan fell. Mr. Magan
never succeeded to Grangemore ; it is now one of the empty houses of Westmeath, and
the coverts are seldom drawn.

The Mullingar Steeplechases in June, 1860, included in the programme a
Hunters’ Plate of five sovereigns each, and fifty added.

Mr. Fitzgerald's chestnut mare by *‘ Yellow Jack™ was the winner,



RECORDS OF HUNTING IN WESTMEATH. 20

In the Farmers’ Race (also run in heats) Mr. Hoare's mare was first, and

Mr. Carney’s second. ‘‘Cabbage Street Rake " was her name, so she must have been
a high-bred one !

Mr. Briscoe looked after the kennel management during the season 1860-01 ;
Mitchell and Burton were retained in their respective posts; Mr. Boyd attended to the
lower country, and Lord Vaux undertook the remainder. It was not altogether a
satisfactory arrangement. Sport was very moderate, and a change was looked for. In
March, 1861, a Hunt meeting was held at Mullingar. The whole circumstances of the
Hunt were gone into, and Mr. Richard Reynell, the Secretary, had a hard task enough
in trying to please all parties. Finally, Mr. R. S. Fetherstonhaugh, Mr. ]. L. Naper
and Major Nugent undertook to hunt the country for three years, at least five days a
fortnight, on condition that £800 per annum (exclusive of their own subscriptions) be
guaranteed to them. This all fell to the ground; the hunting-men and county
people would not come forward to support what Mr. Hugh Morgan Tuite described
seven years later thus :—** It is a pity that this county will not or does not support its
only surviving society or club, for all its other social meetings and societies have been
let to die off for want of proper spirit and funds.” It is sometimes much the same now
in the Jubilee year !
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MR. GERALD DEASE, M,F.H., 186I.-—KENNELS AT TURBOTSTON.— BOB THOMPSON,
WHIPPER-IN.—GOOD RUNS.—LOAN OF PART OF THE MEATH COUNTRY.—THE
MASTER LAID UP BY AN ACCIDENT, AND HIS PLACE TAKEN BY SIR W,
THROCKMORTON,—DEATH OF SMITH, THE HUNTSMAN, WHO HAD SUCCEEDED
BURTON. — IMPROVEMENT IN THE COVERTS, AND FOXES IMPORTED FROM
SCOTLAND.—MR. DEASE REQUESTED TO CARRY THE HORN.—SOME EXCELLENT
SPORT.—KENNELS AT CLONLOST IN 1864.—FISHER REMAINS ON AS K.H.—THE
MASTER ENTERTAINED AT A PUBLIC DINNER,—WIND-UP OF THE SEASON 1805-C.

A SPORTING ENGINE=-DRIVER ON THE M.G,.W.R.

R. GERALD RICHARD DEASE was always fond of hunting, and had
gained some experience with his own beagles and with the Ballymacad
Harriers. A county man born and bred, and then living at Turbotston

with his brother, no better selection could have been made for mastership of

the county hounds. He was approached on the subject, and finally consented
to act. When all matters were apparently settled between the committee and

Mr. Dease, he wrote Mr. Briscoe, asking him to send over the hounds by road to

Turbotston. Mr. Briscoe was either deputed or took on himself to carry out the
transfer of the pack to the new Master, and wrote the following proposals, dated
24th June, 1861, giving Mr. Dease a choice :—** (1) To become a shareholder in
the hounds, take the management of them, and we (ie., the sharcholders) will
buy the drafts between us; (2) to take a loan of hounds and puppies under certain
conditions ; (3) we hand over to you thirty-five couples of hounds and their puppies,
we draft and pay for all entries, run all risks, and have the right to draw four couple
of bitches for breeding after Christmas, according as necessary; if you require
more than thirty-five couple we will find them for you." The second proposition was
agreed to at once, and Mr. Dease signed and attached to the hound list the following
agreement, which is the basis on which the pack has since been handed down from one

Master to another. Lord Greville's letter, written eleven years later, appears to be the
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TURBOTSTON HOUSE.

true construction of the matter, and it would be hard for the successors of the eight

original purchasers—all of whom are, alas! dead—to claim the hounds as private

property :

“ AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE PrOPRIETORS OF THE WESTMEATH Houxps Axp GeErRALD R. DEASE
RELATIVE TO HIS HAVING THE USE OF THE HoOUNDS WHILE HUNTING THE COUNTRY.

** I have received the above hounds from ]. Fetherstonhaugh Briscoe, and agree to
keep up this pack, restoring to the proprietors of these hounds, when I give up hunting the
Westmeath country, thirty-five couple ot hounds. The proprietors of the Westmeath Fox-
hounds to have the right to select that number from any hounds I may have, and also to give
them their choice of eight litters of puppies or bitches in whelp. 1 further agree to purchase
at my own expense all drafts which may be necessary for keeping this pack in an efthciend

state.
”[Hi;;'nw.il, GERALD R. DEASE.

““ TURBOTSTON, CoOLE, 20/ Jfune, 1861."

A copy of ahove was kept by Mr. Boyd, he and Mr, Briscoe having quite
taken the matter into their own hands. It will thus be seen that Mr. Dease did not

guard against risks of rabies, dumb-madness, or poison; but happily his hounds,
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during seven years of his mastership, escaped from all, with the exception of what

'« noted in the season 1862, In after years masicrs and committeemen both rather

dreaded these possible casualties.
There was at Grangemore a

bought from Mr. Briscoe as a four-vear-old in 1560.
it could jump or creep over any ordinary fence ;

famous breed of ponies, one of which Mr. Dease

[t taught eleven members of

the family at Turbotston to ride ;
clever as a monkey, and died at the age of forty, having been ridden by

It pulled a lawn-mower, and was fit and

was as

four generations of the same family.

well to within a few days of its death. In winter time it used to open the gates

of any field it was put in, and find its way to the yard, where, watching its

opportunity, it would slip into the stables, and eat out of the manger with the

other horses, who never seemed to object to the intrusion.

Kilmaine will remember having used this pony as a hack one day that his horse

The present Lord

had not arrived at the meet at lurbotston.
Hounds left Grangemore for Turbotston on 27th June, 1861, and were kennelled

in some out-lying farm buildings, with huntsman's house adjoining; though all

thatched and primitive in appearance, they were wonderfully healthy.
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AN OLD POXY.

Joe Burton was promoted to be huntsman, and Robert Thompson came

rom Lord Middleton’s as First Whip. Mr. Reynell, the Hon. Sec., worked most
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harmoniously with his friend the Master, and everything went swimmingly.
Mr. Reynell sets great value on a presentation whip, presented to him by
Mr. Dease when the latter gave up the hounds. September 11th saw Mr. Dease's
first morning’s cubbing. 6 a.m,, at Knockdrin, when thirty-three couple of hounds
were out, and killed a cub at Ballynegall, Bracklyn was the fixture one morning,
and Ross the next at 8 a.m. From the last-named place, which lies on the edge of
Lough Sheelin, an old fox led hounds a merry spin to Ballinrink, and the afternoon
was spent between Turbotston and Pakenham Hall, up to 4 o'clock. Grennan,
Bobsgrove (Farren Connell), Crossdrum, and Middleton Park (this latter was neutral
with Mr. Longworths’) were also fixtures. In seventeen days' cubbing only four
brace of foxes were brought to hand, and four and a-half brace marked to ground.
Ballynegall, on 22nd October, was the opening day, and the size of the field can be
gauged by the field-money, 455. It did not average 42 during the season, but

the collecting was not over strict.
Besides hunting Westmeath proper, Mr. Dease undertook to extend his

campaign to that portion of the Meath country vested in Messrs. Na]'mr,'
Fetherstonhaugh, and Kearney, who guaranteed 4100 towards the £,820 total

subscription.
On November 28th, Loughbawn was

without a fox, but Loughcrew provided a fair
day's sport. Met there again on 1oth Decem-
ber, with Sir William Throckmorton in charge,
the Master having met with an accident a few
days previously when jumping the mearing
fence between Galmoylestown and Poolna-
gorth. A broken leg kept him lors de combatl
till the 13th March, but he saw a lot of hunt-
ing on wheels, going through fields and gaps
in a cart built for the purpose.

Sir William and Mr. James Arthur Dease
acted as Field Masters during the convales-
cence of the M.F.H. It was a great blow to
the Master losing so much hunting, just as he

entered on his new undertaking.

The country was in mourning for

GERALD R. DEASE,
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Prince Albert on 14th Dec., 1861, That week became famous in the annals of the

Westmeath Hunt for two splendid runs: one from Reynella crossing Williamstown,

sharp to the right past Killough, over Sion Hill, by the school-house, where the fox

had lain down in a clump of furze ; then ran him in view through Clonlost, passing
Scally’s grove, and marked to ground in Rockview after two hours hunting. It
was a magnificent run. A few days before Christmas, hounds met at Ballynegall,
and from Tullaghan (a gorse covert on Mr. Wier's farm and on Mr. ]J. R. Talbot's
property) the fox picked the best country in Westmeath, viz., Ballyote, Slanemore,
to Sonna Chapel ; back right-handed over Frewen Hill, into Mountmurray ; sharp to
the left past Tristernagh, where hounds viewed him, and ran into their fox after

sixty-five minutes of the very best and only two slight checks. There was nothing
very brilliant for some time, as the few little gallops palled after such wonderful

sport. A blank day at Castletown and another at Grangemore were not the fault of

Master, huntsman, or hounds.
The next good thing was a sporting hunt from the hills. Ballymanus was the

meet, and from Mr. Naper's wood of Half-Carton an old fox ran towards Tubrid
and along the river Inny, by the deer-park of Ballinrink (Mr. Rotheram’s), leaving
Moate Church to the right; hounds lost their fox in Mount Pallas in the County
Cavan. Half-Carton is a very sure find. The name Carton, or Cartron, is “‘a
quarter of land,” a measurement derived from the French guarteron. 'I'his covert
consists of laurel under spruce and Scotch timber, backed by wild hills on one

side, a vale fenced with walls on the other.
On the 14th March Mr. Dease was again in the saddle after his accident.

At Gaybrook a bagman was produced by the keeper, but, of course not hunted.
Plenty of foxes at Galston; got away with one towards Larkfield, and eventually
into Rochfort, where they changed to a fresh fox on the islands, and while hunting him
through Carrick the tail hounds came at the hunted one, and killed him ; all went on

again at once, and marked the Rochfort fox to ground in the bog wood of Gaybrook :

twenty-five minutes from Carrick, the whip carried the dead fox on his saddle and
he was broken up where the other went to ground.

The hunt servants were often given a day in Meath, towards the end of the
season j they enjoyed the holiday, and gained experience.

Late in March a ringing brute of a fox at Donore took refuge in a cattle

shed. Burton got down amongst Sir Percy Nugent's fat bullocks, and was badly
trampled trying to save his hounds. They killed the fox, which proved to be a
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mangy old vixen. The Master had to carry the horn for some days while Burton
was rubbing his bruises with Elliman's Embrocation.

A very satisfactory season was brought to a close on the sth April—seventy-
five days’ hunting ; four blank, thirteen and a-half brace of foxes killed, and eighteen
brace to ground.

At the end of the season, 1861-2, Burton was dismissed and went to Captain Peyton
as huntsman to the Bicester. Robert Smith from the Bedale took his place, a very
smart man, quiet rider, and an excellent servant. The poor fellow died on the
oth January, and Mr. Dease hunted the hounds for the remainder of the season,
Thompson first and N. Mulvey second whip.

Smith’s ghost is still believed by the country people to haunt the old kennels,
and at stated periods, chiefly after wakes and parties, his “spirit” mingles with
the others, his horn is heard, and the crack of his whip rating hounds !

Short as was his time Smith was much liked, and Mr. Dease collected 4140
to start his widow and family in business at Taplow.

Mr. Dease, when hunting his hounds, wore a tall hat as did also his neighbour
Sam Reynell in Meath. This season of 1862-3 did not realize expectations. The
country was very short of game, and coverts were rather neglected. The whole of the
home-bred draft were lost from fear of dumb madness, one puppy showing symptoms of
the disease on coming in from walk. Cubbing was late, and the first blood was on
their third outing, 1oth October, when hounds—25 couple—rattled the laurels at
Bracklyn for forty minutes. Mange had unfortunately broken out there, and five
foxes had been found dead within a week.

Meath retook possession of their northern country this season, so Mr. Dease
only hunted two days a week. Rosmead was his fixture on 28th November, although
ground was only half-thawed after a week’s frost. No fox at Rosmead or Moortown ;
Mullacrew held a good one that ran fast by Scurlockstown Castle and Gleniden to
ground in Grennan—1 hour and 15 minutes. The Master kept a good deal to the roads
on account of the hard state of the ground, but Captain R. Donaldson never left
hounds from start to finish : 27th January of 1863 was a day of blood, three masks
coming home on Bob’s saddle ; one from Donore, another from Poolnagorth, and a
third from Mornington, after a fast twenty minutes. Blank daysat Rochforton the 16th,
and at Ballynacloon on 3oth December, Killucan, Castletown, and Mearescourt in
January. Ballinagore was the fixture towards the end of February. After a sharp
burst of twelve minutes from Ballinwyre to the Split hill and back, got on a moving fox
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at Newcastle, ran about six fields, where he was headed and lay down; got at him

again after a long check; hunted prettily through Moroe into Carrick and Rochfort,

where hounds divided, each lot killing their own fox. There is little or no covert

at Newcastle, but hounds were always welcome, and Mr. Coffy rather enjoyed than
otherwise, seeing his bloodstock galloping about when hounds ran through the place.
In 1862 Captain Machell’s * Yaller Girl,” bred by Mr. Coffy, by ‘“ Shawn Buidhe,”
won the Mullingar Handicap. The Captain has since then flown at higher game.

The Greville Plate, presented by Colonel Greville, M.P., at the same meeting,
was captured by Mr. Graney's “ Post Horn,” by “ Windfall.” This plate was an annual
presentation, from Colonel Greville, and it was won in 1867 by Mr. P. N. Fitzgerald's
« Souvenir”; she ran and won again on the second day of the meeting.

To return to our hounds : they met at Ballinlough gateon the 13th March, 1503,
a big field out. The Prince of Wales' wedding was the topic of conversation ; some
coffee housing and comparing notes with the Meath men, whose domains were this day
entrenched upon. Found at Ballinlough, and ran to Rosmead where the fox was let in
to the main earth (good old Sam !) Then drew Killua blank, but found in some outlying
furze, ran through Rosmead, skirting Mitchelstown to Ballinlough, turned to the left
very fast into Killallon to ground, thirty-five minutes over a lot of country. Mr. Dease
finished the season 1862-3 after ten days’ cubbing, and forty-eight days’ regular hunting ;
twenty-three foxes killed, twelve brace to ground, and terrible to relate, ten blank days.
The Master was not idle during the summer; he visited every locality where foxes
wanted looking after, and paid herds and gamekeepers on whose beats they were
brought out. The cub-hunting in 1863 consisted of eleven days only, but three foxes
were killed. Then in November twenty-five brace of Scotch foxes were turned down,
obtained mostly through Mr. C, M. Moreton, who presented some and got others at a
cost of about 7. 6d. per head delivered. These foxes did well; they had been kept in an
enclosure all the summer, clean and healthy, and were all ear-marked before being let
out in the different localities. They were mostly accounted for in this and the following
season, and ran well.

William Fisher from the H. H. now took the horn, R. Thompson remaining on
as First Whip. Bob was a *‘rum un to look at, and rum un to go.” Short and square
built, with a home-made-looking face, and pug-dog features which had been walked
upon by a horse, iron nerve and constitution. He was the proud owner of a brindle
bull terrier, yclept ‘‘ Ben,” that bore an extraordinary resemblance to its master :
a badger did for Ben what the horse's hoofs had done for Bob. With thirty
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couple of hounds, and a stud dog from A. A. Smith, ‘“ Bluster,” er Lord Fitz
' the pack was in good working order. The coverts
were now given a little more atten-

william’s ** Fallacy,’

tion. Cullen's gorse was rented and |

T =
enclosed by the master. Two acres kg;*
of gorse sown at Glananea, same at E‘-: »<

Killynon, and Jeffrystown was fenced.
On 8th October, hounds met at Cool-
amber Manor for cub-hunting, The
opening day was fixed for the last of
that month at Knockdrin, Killed a
cub after a lot of woodland hunting.

The M.F.H. was married in
November, 1863, and during his
absence Mr. Murray took charge of
the hunt. Sir William Throckmorton,
the Master's brother-in-law, helped
him in every possible way with the
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hounds, and shared the rather heavy

cost of hunting the -eountry, as the
suhscriptiun £?nu per annum was SIR W. THROCKEMORTON, BART.
quite inadequate.

In March, 1864, at the wind-up of a fair season’s sport, the Master was entertained
at dinner. Mr. William Pollard-Urquhart, M.P., the chairman, proposed the health
of the * Westmeath hounds and their gallant Master.” Another toast, * The Tenant

farmers of the county, men without whose support and good-will no pack of fox-hounds
could have sport, and who in Westmeath were eminently good sportsmen,”
honoured, and responded to by Mr. Delamer. Captain A. W. F. Greville, who little

thought that he would some day succeed Mr. Dease as M. F. H., proposed the health of
the Master's bride. The Hon. F. Browne, now Lord Kilmaine, returned thanks for **all
the other ladies in creation.” *‘‘ He would have a great deal to say had time permitted :
he trusted the ladies would always do their duty as fox-hunters, both at home and in
the field, in the field by giving the gentlemen the light of their frequent presence, at
home by attending to the comforts, actual and prospective, of the present and future

generation of fox-hunters.”

was duly
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Sir William Throckmorton, in a most effective speech, returned thanks for the
strangers, and a very pleasant evening was brought to a close.
In the summer of 1864, Mr. Dease moved to Clonlost, where he put up some

fair accommodation for his thirty-three and a-half couple of hounds, the new entry
consisting of nine couple of dogs, and six and a-half couple of bitches. Clonlost, at
one time called Newbridge, was closely connected with fox-hunting in Westmeath,
Colonel John Nugent always had foxes in his coverts, and Mr. Palmer keeps
up the family traditions at the present time,

Fisher, Thompson, and Mulvey remained on, but the former had got paintully
slow, better suited Zo Ais own name than hunting a fox. 24th November was about the
first really good day, when from Reynella a fox took them up Sion Hill, through a
thick fog, with a holding scent, turned right-handed, threaded Clonlost, Clondrisse,
and Edmonton, and pointing for Williamstown ; hounds had to be stopped as
men and horses were dead beat. Rockview was drawn by Meath and Westmeath and
though a very small covert, 1t was always a source of dissention.

Mr. Fetherstonhaugh and Mr. Dease were good friends, and on giving up his

harriers the former took more interest in the county hounds.

CLONLOST,

On January 28th, 1864, after a nice hunt from Middleton by Lilliput to Belmont,
Mr. Dease’s horse fell and broke its two fore legs, and a few days later the Whip's

horse broke both hind pasterns, so there was plenty of flesh in kennels that weck. For
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a (Glencarra meet, to reach which hounds used always to rail from Killucan, no horse-

box had been sent down one morning (good old M. G. W. R.), so the Master went on
with hounds in a waggon, and got a mount from Mr. A. Connolly, the hunt

horses going on by road to Glencarra.

February 15th may be chronicled as a red-letter day ; for having killed a fox in
Tullaghan, they drew Clonhugh, getting away on good terms through Mountmurray
Bog, straight to Sonna, pushing the fox without a check to the canal at Coolnahay,
turned to Balgarret through Walshestown, over Glenamore Hill to Shandona, crossing
canal and rails to Belmont, hounds still running hard lost their well-deserved prey in
an earth at Ledeston, after one hour and forty minutes fine hunting, the first twenty

minutes racing pace, the distance close on sixteen miles. The Master handled the hounds
most artistically, and was with them from find to finish. Fisher was laid up. The

fastest thing of the season was two days after Lady Day ; late in afternoon, it was
430 p.m., when a fox broke from Tullaghan, and ran best pace past Greenpark
right-handed into Sonna to ground, hunting forty-five minutes, but only thirty-
five from covert to covert, a regular scorcher. Mr. Ralph Smyth of Gaybrook,

who was shooting snipe on his property near Sonna, used to describe how
he saw the panorama of the hunt pass the field he was standing in, hounds

about five minutes behind their fox, then came Mr. Dease, and in his tracks

Miss E. Throckmorton (now the Hon. Mrs. A. Stourton), conspicuous on a big
orey horse. This horse was a fine bold fencer and could gallop, was up to fourteen

stone, but was an anomaly, for though lame he was sound! One foreleg was
shorter than the other: it never affected him in his work. When the first flight

had passed the field came rolling by for twenty minutes.

‘“ Waken Lords and Ladies gay, on the mountain dawns the day,
All the jolly chase is here, with horse, and hawk and hunting spear,
Hounds are in their couples yelling, hawks are whistling, horns are knelling,
Merrily, merrily mingle they, waken Lords and Ladies gay "

The Hunt Ball was held at Ballinlough Castle on 24th February, and was a

very smart affair; hounds met there next day at noon, a large field out to join
them, and by permission of the Meath Hunt, a lot of their country was drawn,

which resulted in a fast twenty-seven minutes from Drewstown to Milltown through

Killua. Then they hunted another of Mr. M‘Veagh's foxes for an hour and

a-quarter and killed,
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A blank day on 11th April, at Gillardstown, finished up a fair season of
sixty-one days, but only eleven foxes were killed and twenty-three marked to
ground—five blank days.

Westmeath always was a difficult killing country, hence the temptation to
digging, which no huntsman and few Masters can resist. Various time-honoured
excuses are given :—Hounds must be blooded ; makes them keen; they mark to
ground better next time; ‘‘make the fox run better another day” (as the
Westmeath huntsman once said after digging and eating him), and so on. The
season 1865-6 found the kennels still at Clonlost. At a largely attended meeting
of Members, with Sir Benjamin Chapman in the chair, it was proposed by Mr. Henry
Murray, the oldest member of the Hunt, and seconded by Mr. Joseph luite, that
Captain Dease be requested to carry the horn this season, retaining Fisher as
K. H. and first whip, but most of the work in the field fell to Bob Thompson.
Nicholas Mulvey rode second horse for the Master, Sport improved, and it
turned out to be the best season enjoyed for many years. A smart entry of
fourteen couple, including two couple by Lord Portsmouth's ‘fLarkspur™ were
added to the pack. One couple of seven, and one couple of six year old hounds,
were the oldest in the kennel, but all were fresh and sound. As the Master carried
the horn, the duties of field Master devolved on his brother, Mr. James Arthur
Dease, and on his brother-in-law, Sir William Throckmorton, who now lived in the
country, and besides helping the Master with a liberal subscription, endeared himself
by his genial sportsmanlike manner and true love of hunting, to farmers and
gentry alike. Sir William kept a fine stud of weight-carriers, and rarely missed a
day in Meath when Mr, Reynell was in reach, in addition to his steady support
of the Westmeath pack. He afterwards took *‘The Vale of White Horse,” where
his popularity and good sport are still by-words.

On October 29th, 1865, a goodly number of new coats and old faces mustered
at Knockdrin to meet the Master as their new huntsman. Sharp to time, r1 a.m.,
Captain Dease and his three men in pink, all well turned out—by a local tailor—
and hounds looking blooming, jogged up to the Castle. In the morning they had
a merry spin to ground in a sewer near Lough Sheevor, having passed through
Mr. Tuite’s place at Culleen, so soon to be the permanent home of the hounds.
In the course of the day, when running a fox from Ballynegall towards Tullaghan,
hounds crossed the railway, and the pack narrowly escaped annihilation; one hound

was killed and another injured. There was a very sporting engine driver on the
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M.G.W.R. in those days, and he had a worthy associate in the guard. The
wild-fowl on Lough Owel had grown careless about the noise of the train and
offered tempting shots to the driver, who often pulled up and let fly into the
““brown,” leaving the guard and his water dog to do the rest. He clapped on

the brake one day, on vi¢ ving a fox across the rails, holloaed on the hounds, and
taking a good look at the vanishing hunt, wended his weary way to Connaught !

On the 23rd November, 1865, they had a real good old-fashioned fox-
hunt from Mr. Evans’ hill covert at Gillardstown, past Cullen’s gorse to Loughpark,
thence through Windtown, a Meath covert north of Lough Lene; the pace fair,
and hounds hunting well; over the Down of Fore and up the historic ‘‘Ben,”
through Ballinwin into Loughbawn : disdaining another Meath earth this

good fox held on for Galmoilestown, crossing the big pastures till exhausted he lay
down in a turnip field and brought hounds to their first check. They had now got

into one of the most open and best scenting parts of Northern Meath, the scene of
many a good contest amongst the ‘““long tails,” when the Diamor and Herbertstown
coursing meetings were held from about 1850 to 1864. The fox slipped back, but
hounds ably handled by the Master, soon hit it off and burst him up in the open on
Mr. Robert Battersby's farm at Herbertstown, one hour and ten minutes. Mr. Dease,

in spite of a fall, never let hounds out of sight, but nicked in with his second horse
between Fore and Loughbawn. Ballinlough was on the hunt card for 24th of

November, and thirty-eight minutes at best pace from Rosmead to Boltown to ground,
was the result. As straight and good a line as fox could select or hounds could run,
[t was very satisfactory, as there were many strangers out.

The hunt ball was held at Knockdrin on January 29th, and the next day a

Clonlost fox yielded up his life to give pleasure to the hunt and their guests. This
fox threaded the plantations of Edmonton and Killulagh, and was killed in the covert
at Moortown. Captain Candy was then quartered in Ireland, and used to ride very
hard, though, of course, the country was new to him. He was by himself with
hounds as they dashed into Moortown, and hearing the worry in covert, jumped off

his horse, thinking there was no one else near. He was rather astonished to find the

Master there before him, holding the fox over his baying pack.
Only three blank days this season, twenty-three foxes killed (more than double

the number of last season) and thirty-two marked to ground,



CHAPTER VI

CAPTAIN DEASE'S SIXTH AND SEVENTH YEARS OF MASTERSHIP,—COUNTY KENNELS
RUILT AT CULLEEN IN 1866.—LIST OF SUBSCRIBERS TO SAME.—FISHER LEAVES,

AND THOMPSON TAKES HIS PLACE AS K.H.—SPORT CONTINUES GOOD.—THE
TURBOTSTON HOUNDS.—REMINISCENCES OF THE BALLYMACADS UNDER CHARLIE
BOWLES.—A HALF-HEARTED ATTEMPT TO STOP HUNTING IN 1833.—MR. POLLARD
URQUHART.—COLONEL CONOLLY. — CAPTAIN WALKER. — PRESENTATION TO

CAPTAIN DEASE AT THE END OF HIS SEVENTH SEASON.

APTAIN DEASE thought of resigning the Mastership, but was pressed

to remain on. An additional £100 was subscribed, and county kennels were

built in 1866, at Culleen,—sometimes called Cullion, or the Holly Well.
It was Tuite property in the last century, and was inherited by Godfrey Levinge,
grandson of the fourth baronet, through his grandmother, Mary Tuite, second wife
of Sir Richard Levinge. Godfrey subsequently sold the property to his kinsman
William, and Hugh Morgan Tuite purchased it in 1857 for his son Joseph, who
left County Kildare and' came to reside at Culleen. It was sold by him in 1877 to
Mr. Reddy.

Culleen is very central; in fact, before Mr. Longworth's country was taken
over, the kennels made the centre of a nine mile radius; and no better site could

have been selected. Mr. ]. Tuite gave a long lease of the ground, with exercise
paddock, and free grazing for huntsman's cow. A subscription list was set on

foot, and a good number of people put their names down for a three years’ guarantee.
Mr. Longworth’s hunt was not included, so that the present Westmeath hunt

kennels were built solely at the expense of the northern end of the county, as the
following list shows:—Mr. Pollard Urquhart and Mr. Boyd gave £10 each for
three years, Sir W. Throckmorton, Sir B. Chapman, and Mr. ]J. A. Dease, £5 for a

like term. Then came a large number at £3 105 : Messrs. Tuite, pére et fils;
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R. Reynell, junr.; W, E. Smythe, H, Murray, B. Thompson, Ennis, W. and H. Fether-
stonhaugh, P. O Reilly, Honble. F. Browne, Honble. A. W. F. Greville-Nugent, M.P.;
A. Adams-Reilly, W. Hussey Walsh, Major Nugent, and Captain Ralph Smyth.
Mr. Digby guaranteed 42, and Mr. Purdon £71, also for three years. Add to this a
donation of 410 from Mr. Marlay, 45 each from Colonel Curzon Smyth, Captain
Connolly, Messrs. Winter, Daniell, and smaller sums from Messrs, Meares, Henry,

Eivers, C. Levinge, and W. Evans, About 4330 was made up.
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CULLEEN HOUSE.

Fisher went as huntsmam to the Bedale, and Thompson was promoted to
K.H., with Will Brice as second Whip ; a good lad, who afterwards went to the V.W.H.
Ardent spirits and hard work, innumerable falls and broken bones, had not shaken
Bob's nerves. On one occasion he landed clatter over a fence on top of an iron
sheep-rack! Quick as thought, hard as nails, he was an ideal whip; but the poor
fellow fell ill with fever on 2nd November, and was laid up for four months. DBrice

took his place, and George Press was engaged temporarily as second Whip.
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Hunting three days a week—Monday, Wednesday and Friday—with an entry

of ten and a half couple, things went on rosily.
One of the first good things of the season 1866-7 was on October 2nd, with five

foxes on foot at Turbotston ;: hounds selected one, which ran through Gaulstown to
Pakenham Hall and back, changed foxes at Turbotston, and crossed Mullagh to the

Rock of Corry, where a group of excited natives turned him to Carlanstown, by
Clonsura, over the River Glore, to Newcastle, through Turbotston, to ground at
Trumroe, after one hour and eight minutes, a really excellent hunt, though not
straight. The Master had the misfortune to break his horse’s back early in December,

he himself having to go home on a gate.
This was a very severe winter. Hounds were stopped for a fortnight in January,

and the same in March, and a good many members of the Hunt were seen skating on
Lough Owel, which was frozen over.

When riding to the meet at Gillardstown one morning, the Master espied
Reynard sitting on the bank of the gorse covert, and lost no time in getting at him.
Running past Collinstown, they put up another fox en roufe, but stuck to the hunted
one, and marked him to ground in a shore at Glananea, after thirty-ive minutes’
gallop ; bolted by a terrier, and killed. Another fox left the drain, and took them
with catchy scent to Clonyn ; a third fox subsequently left the same shore before the
terrier could be got out.

This 1866-7 season may be written down as good—seventy-three days’ hunting,
twenty-three foxes fairly killed and three dug out, two blank days. After Christmas the
weather was rough and windy, and much against sport. A mangy fox was killed at
Gartlandstown on the last day of the season, 12th April.

Captain Dease now entered on his seventh and last season (1867-8). An early
harvest enabled him to get at the cubs a day after the partridges, and though Thompson
was laid up with rheumatism the whole cubbing season, Will Brice did his work, and
cheered him up on their return to the kennels with the first pate of the season; it
pleased Bob better than a brace of partridges would have done. Bill Hemming, an
old second horseman of the Hon. W, North's, was taken on as second Whip. He had
been in Warwickshire in Mr, Greaves’ time, and had turned hounds to Tom Matthews,
under the Hon. W. North, in 1864. Hemming was a rum old card, one of those who
tumbled into brooks for the sake of getting a pull at flasks, proffered to him in his
watery predicaments.,

Cub-hunting, Captain Dease generally had out twenty couple of hounds, and
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seventeen and a-half or eighteen couple later on in the season. There were now

forty-two couple of hounds in kennel. The following is a list of cub-hunting
fixtures :—

Turbotston Galston Clonlost
Knockdrin Rochfort Baronston
Donore Gillardstown Clonhugh
Newforest Middleton Mornington
Knock lon

Seventeen days out, and fourteen foxes fairly killed.

The first advertised meet was on 28th October, at Gartlandstown Bridge ; blood
after little sport. Rochfort, on the 4th November ; found at Carrick ; ran by Moroe to
Newcastle, back to Carrick, and killed in the open near Mr. Quinn's house—fifty-five
minutes. Then got at another fox ; hunted him for forty minutes, and killed in the
wood at Rochfort. Drew Gaybrook, and found four foxes ; ran one to Galston, but did
not persevere, as scent failed. On November 12th there was a very brilliant day from
Sonna, straight up Frewen Hill, down to the lake at Piercefield, then right-handed to
Mount Murray, past Ballard, to ground in Tullaghan—forty-one minutes, with only
one check, and every hound up. On 25th the Master was indisposed, for the first time
in four years, and Thompson handled the hounds, with Sir William Throckmorton
acting Master. After ten days’ frost and snow the ball was again set rolling. There
was a lawn meet at Clonlost, after a ball given by the Master and Mrs. Dease, and a

splendid day’s sport. The first fox found at Clonlost ran across Thornton Farm to
Killynon, Edmonton, and Fennor, and got to ground in Moortown Bog covert. Next
found at Edmonton, and this time the line was by Jeffrystown to Clonderlever, over
Tuitestown, and killed in Knock lon. A six-mile hunt; it was 7 p.m. on a lovely
spring evening, and those who were out thought life worth living, Captain Dease
wound up the season and his seven years’ Mastership on 7th April, 1868 ; in eighty
days’ hunting forty-three foxes were killed, and thirty-nine to ground ; thus account-
ing for a fox each day he was out.

Captain Dease’s success was probably due to his experience with hounds as a
young man. A few years before the re-establishment of the county pack at Knockdrin,
he kept eight or ten couple of hounds at Turbotston. He and his brother hunted
hares in the neighbourhood of Ballynameagh, Newcastle, Lickbla, and Castlepol- -
lard, and occasionally a deer was uncarted near Clonderlever. Mr. Dease also saw
a lot of hunting with the Ballymacads. This was a very sporting local pack, started
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originally in the last century by a few gentlemen living on the borders of County Cavan.
The Rev. Mr. Maxwell, grandfather of the present Lord Farnham, was one of the
originators ; he always kept good horses, and probably initiated these hounds for the
purpose of training the colts over a country ; Mr. Morton, the then owner of Kilnacrott,

and some other sportsmen, managed the affairs of the hunt. Mr. Naper, of Lough-
crew, then took to hunting with these hounds, and coaxed them over the borders,

probably in hopes of getting nearer his own well preserved lands where hares abounded.
This was in 1825, Charley Bowles was the huntsman for fifty years. The kennels

were fitted up at Ballymacad, at an old mill with beautiful fresh water supply.

CHARLEY BOWLES.

There was a fine scope of harrier country, and a stock of wonderful stout

hares. In 1830 a committee, with Mr. Anthony O'Reilly, Mr. Harman, and other
local magnates managed the hunt Mr. Naper, of Loughecrew, and his father, the
late squire, Mr. Webb of Hilltown, Mr. Garrett Dease (later on accompanied by his
three sons on ponies), were consistent followers of these hounds. Captain Walker

and his sons, one of whom has been Lord Chancellor of Ireland, and another
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is Sir Mark Walker, a General in the Army. The late Colonel John Conolly, V.C,,
began his hunting with these hounds, also his brother Edward, and Arthur who
was killed at Inkerman; three splendid fellows. Mr. Pollard was another
well-known figure in the hunt. Perhaps some of these owe their distinguished

careers to the healthy invigorating exercise they enjoyed in following this
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sporting old pack. When Charley Bowles retired from active service at the age
of 85, his son Tommy carried the horn, and wore the green coat. When Charley
died he was buried near Hal]ymacad, by his previously -Ez-;press::ﬁd wish, so ‘'that
hounds might run over his grave twice a week."

This original Ballymacad pack came to an end as follows :—
When the Militia was embodied at the time of the Crimea War, and Mr. Gerald

Dease was stationed at Cavan, he took with him his few hounds and the remnants of
the Ballymacads which Mr. James A. Dease and a few others had tried to keep going.

Assisted by Captain George Beresford and some other officers in the regiment, he
showed very fair sport one winter in Cavan, but the dispersal of the pack was certainly
unique; their number had dwindled down to four or five couple, and not finding
anyone to take over the hounds when he was ordered to Aldershot in 1856, Mr. Dease

instructed a local corner-boy in Cavan to open the kennel door when the regiment had

marched to the station!
The present pack was started in 1885, and now shows fine sport over the country

hunted by their predecessors fifty years ago.
In 1833 the first attempt at stopping hunting took place. Party spirit had

reached an extreme height in consequence of the Anti-Tithe Agitation. [t was
arranged by some of the ‘‘leaders ig the di#rict " that Mr. Garrett Dease of Turbots-
ton, and Mr. William Pollard should be stopped ; this was to punish the former

1%

for having gone hunting instead of attending Petty Sessions, when some ** party = case

was to come up for hearing, and to punish the latter because his father had been
absent from the same bench. The people, perhaps, expected leniency, or justice
tempered with mercy on their parts. The Pollards were always liberal, and it was
well known that Mr. Dease's father, James, was the first Catholic magistrate ever
appointed in Ireland (1793). His brother-in-law, Lord Fingall was the second, but
only received his commission in 1802—their descendants became, in turn, Masters of
the Westmeath and of the Meath hounds, and thus their names enterin to these pages.
Mr. Dease was told of the intention to insult him, and was advised to stay at home.
Not only did he go, but his wife insisted on accompanying him. On nearing Ballymanus
Cross Roads they saw a great crowd assembled. A man came forward—he was the local
schoolmaster—and removing his hat, said : ** I beg your pardon, Mr. Dease, but we have
assembled here to prevent you hunting to-day.” ** What harm can my hunting do
toany man?” said he. ‘Oh, I don't know, but we have been instructed to prevent

you following the hounds.” ** Well,” said Mr. Dease, *‘ I suppose you won't prevent
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the lady from hunting?” ¢ Oh, no, your honour; her ladyship may go where she
pleases.” ““I never knew an Irishman who would prevent a husband from

accompanying his wife.” The answer came from the crowd, “ Your honour may go

where you wish, without let or hindrance.” Just at that moment young Mr. Pollard

came up, and Mr. Dease said to the mob, ““ I beg of you, whatever you may do to me, not
to interfere with this young gentleman, and turn his mind against the people amongst
whom he in due time must live. He has never harmed anyone; why then annoy and

insult him?” A little knowledge is a dangerous thing. The schoolmaster came

forward, and remarked, that * Holy Scripture tells us to visit the sins of parents on

their children to the third and fourth generation !” Mr. Dease, however, successfully
urged them to leave Mr. Pollard alone, and all parted good friends ; a hare was found
on the hill near the old churchyard of Wheran, and a pleasant day's sport ensued.
This Mr. Pollard, years afterwards, assumed the name of Urqubart, in addition to
his own family name : was the popular M.P. for Westmeath for nineteen years, till
the time of his lamented death, which took place at Brighton, in 1871, only three
years before that of Mr. James Arthur Dease, whose father befriended him that day
at Ballymanus.

A great friendship always existed between the houses of Kinturkand Turbotston,
and it is an interesting page in the family history that the property of the Deases was
preserved to the family through the penal times by the noble and generous conduct of
the Pollards. If for nothing else, it would have been a pity to lose a family which gave
the county Captain Gerald R. Dease's seven years’ Mastership and good hunting !

There is no denying that Captain Dease did marvels for the Westmeath country ;

by his tact and good taste he got all classes to join in the common good cause of fox-
hunting. Patient but determined as a huntsman, courteous and liberal to all, Captain

Gerald Richard Dease’s name will always be looked up to by Westmeath fox-hunters.

He was a good Master to his men, and a good servant to the hunt. His stud was sold
at Culleen, on 14th April, 1868, Punchestown week, and Sir W. Throckmorton also

disposed of his lot of eight weight-carriers at the same time. In November, 1868,
the members of the hunt presented their outgoing Master with a magnificent
testimonial, consisting of three massive silver salvers, four goblets, and a silver cup,
antique Irish style, and resting on an ebony stand, bearing the following inscrip-
tion :—* Presented by the members of the Westmeath Hunt, to G. R. Dease, Esq.,

on his resigning the Mastership of the Westmeath Hunt Fox-Hounds, as a small

mark of their high appreciation of the liberal and sportsmanlike manner in which he
E
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has hunted the country in the last seven ycars, and of the urbanity and courtesy he

has invariably shown.”

The value of the presentation
People must have been either better off or more generous, or

The ladies of Westmeath subscribed for and
After luncheon

amounted to more than half the present annual

subscription to the hunt.

perhaps both, than they are nowadays.

presented to Mrs, Deaseal the same time, a valuable gold locket.
s most warmly received; he

several toasts were proposed, and Captain Dease wa
H., Mr. Charles

concluded the proceedings by proposing the health of the new M.F

Macdonald Moreton.




CHAPTER VII.

SEASONS 1868-71, UNDER MASTERSHIP OF MR. MORETON.—MR. R. REYNELL STILL

HON. SEC.—APPEALS FOR FUNDS.—GOOD SPORT, THE M.F.H. C
WITH TOCOCK AS K.H

ARRIES THE HORN
©» AND THOMPSON FIRST WHIP.—MR. MORETON CHANGES

HIS RESIDENCE FROM MULLINGAR TO CLONDRISSE.—A BRILLIANT RUN DESCRIBED

‘N VERSE.—MR. S, WINTER, A GOOD FRIEND TO FOX-HUNTING.—MR. LONGWORTH'S

HOUNDS AND COUNTRY CO-OPTED.—A HUNT DINNER THIRTY Y
PRESENTATION TO THE MASTER.

EARS AGD,—

HIS time, 1868, Caledonia provided a master, kind-hearted and gemial, full of fun

and life, and a really sound sportsman ; there was no more popular man in

Ireland than Charlie Moreton. He had been hunting in Meath for three
seasons, and had been for years a friend

of Mr. Reynell’s, often stayed at Archers-
town, and even brought over his otter-
hounds (The Largie) to hunt the amphi-
bious quarry along the streams in that
part of Meath. Mr. Moreton’s sister was
married to Mr. Nicholson of Balrath, so
that ‘Charlie,” as he was always called,
was no stranger in the land. The new
Master succeeded Captain Dease at
Culleen House. Tocock, late of the
Vale of White Horse and Brocklesby,
was Kennel Huntsman, and Thompson
remained on as Whip. The Master
carried the horn.  Mr. Richard Reynell,
jun., still acting as Secretary, wrote to
Mr. Briscoe informing him that a com-
mittee consisting of Hon, F. Browne
(now Lord Kilmaine), James A. Dease,
and Lord Vaux, had been appointed to

MHE. C, MACDOXALD MORETON
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incoming masters and the
carry out all arrangements between the outgoing and incoming

shareholders of the hounds. With thirty-six and a-half couples in kennel, hunting

began on the 3oth October at K nockdrin, with a nice run of half-an-hour to ground
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WITCHES 1IN MACHETH.

at Edmonton. Another good day followed on gth November from Mornington to

Donore, and onto Clonhugh, killing after one hourand ten minutes, On 22nd January

Middleton provided a good fox, which died a *“ natural death,"” after an hour’s chase,
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and a second ran a ring to Jamestown and back, getting to ground close to where he

was found, after two hours' hunting,

Parts of the country were short of foxes, and subscriptions and bazaars were got
up to provide funds to pay for damages. The following lines, with appropriate sketch
were sent to members of the hunt :—

‘" The witches in Macheth declare * That fair is foul, and foul is fair !'
The truth of this is plain to show, for foxes’ fare is fowl we know ;

So sportsmen all should be agreed, to pay for fowl is fair indeed ! "

They were composed by Mr. James A. Dease, of Turbotston, in 1868, and have
often been purloined in sporting papers and elsewhere during the last thirty years,

There was another appeal for funds, and an original sketch, entitled ** The Master
ready for the meet, and the meal ready for the Master;” the subject being an old
woman producing the corpse of her best laying hen, as the M.F.H. steps out of his
dog-cart ; and yet another, which could not fail to touch the heart of a fox-hunter.

The lines were as follows :—

TO THE MEMBERS OF THE WESTMEATH HUNT.

‘“ The dying swan, that living has no note,
At death’s approach unlocks her silent throat ;
50 we, though harsh our voice while breathing breath,
Speaking as thus are eloquent in death.
When to the hungry fox our lives we give,
We die most cheerfully that /Ze may live.
You owe us many a run—that all must say for us,
Show yourselves practically grateful—Pay ror Us !
In a good cause we die—true martyrs we,
Write our best epitaphs in £ s. @."

A sporting poet of the day gives a graphic description of ten miles in hity-two

minutes :—

‘“ "Twas after the ball at Athboy, in the year of Our Lord, sixty-eight,
Three days before Christmas | went to hunt in Westmeath for a treat
The Meath men went up to Drumree, from Culmullen, full sure of a tally,
But who such a run e'er did see as * Charlie’ had at Loughnavalley
King's County and Ward men were out, who with hunting can ne'er be appeased,
And ‘ Longworths ' the boys that can shout, but they all got as much as they pleased :
A field of a hundred and more, each and all full determined to ride ;
Priests, parsons, and ladies galore, horse-breakers and jockeys beside.
In the carniage, and on the hack-car, the gig and old shandridan,
Some saying : ‘We've come very far, but we'll see a good run if we can.’
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But some valued friends were away, for * Dick' was at home with the sheep,
And many a crown went astray—Sam Winter ! why were you asleep ?

Father Richard now quickly came up, * If all of you wish for a run,

Come off to famed Crissauns with me, I've a fox that will show you some fun.
The truth our old friend then spoke, for hounds scarce the covert could reach,

When a real old warrior broke, his pastor’s words not to impeach,

With a whisk of his head and his brush, that said, * Catch me, my boys, if you can,’
He went off from the grove with a rush; 'twas here the hard niding began.

For a mile he got on pretty well, till to a big mearing he came,

And some of the crashers soon fell, and went home (for their horses were lame).
But the hounds were not thinking of that, they were crossing McCormick’s big held,
And many a man pressed his hat, and wished that poor Reynard would yield.

To Churchtown we now quickly go, but bending away to the right,

The country not seeming to know, but for life determined to fight.

Pug went over the Mullingar Road, into which was a very big drop,

And many a tale will be told by riders who here had to stop.

But their troubles gave him little thought, as he crossed some grand lane 1 don't know ;
Some men were not there, sir, that ought—oh, good men! why didn’t you show ?

Of fifty-two minutes a run—no check from beginning to end :

When [ hunt in Westmeath again, may the fates such another day send.

The Master and hounds, as if one, for a moment were never apart,

I'm sure he is Diana's son, for certainly he has the art.

Of falls there were fully a score, the field too was very unruly,
But 1 hope more such days are in store for ¢ Charlie,’” Westmeath, and yours truly.”

Mr. Moreton liked a joke. On one occasion, when entertaining a suspected
vulpicide at dinner, part of the table decorations consisted of a steel trap, with its
cruel teeth closed on a fox's pad, a trophy of that day's chase. Let us hope that
the dinner disagreed with the fox-destroyer.

The Hunt Ball took place at Knockdrin, kindly lent by Sir Richard Levinge.
There were said to have been three hundred people at the dance. The whole length
of the avenue was picturesquely lighted with Chinese lanterns, from the castellated
entrance to the portals of the mansion.

Mr. Longworth’s country was taken over in 1870, and has since formed part of
Westmeath, though Lord Vaux and some others held that it was only lent, and could
be claimed back. His lordship wrote at the time, ‘‘ they, on their side of Westmeath,
would not allow of the hounds being taken off to accommodate people upon the
Athlone side.” Many a time his lordship’s sentiments have been reiterated since then !
The natural division of the countries would limit Meath in their Saturday country,
still leaving them ample scope for nine days a fortnight., Westmeath could do justice
to the district from Athboy to Crossakiel and Oldcastle, including the Ballymacad
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country in County Cavan. By giving over the Moate country to the South
Westmeaths, Mr., Longworth's old hunting grounds, supplemented by the Kilbeggan
and King's County ends and including part of County Longford, would make, perhaps,
as sporting a country for five days a fortnight as any in Ireland. With a few more

gorse coverts and careful fox preservation what much better fun it would be than
hunting the carted deer. The light turf and stonewall country free from wire, is a

treat to ride over. This would do away with the strip of unpreserved “‘ no man’s
land” which now makes a fringe all round the Westmeath Hunt, where foxes do
damage, and pay the penalty. Westmeath is like a game-preserver living in the midst
of poaching neighbours—what goes over the boundary never comes back, and there
1s nothing left outside to return. Since 1888 the Meath Hunt has, without dis-

FAT AND THE HBASKEIL

advantage, lent portion of its northern country and fox coverts to the Ballymacads,
as it could not get round its enormous territory, though hunting hve days a week;
and, even now, there are coverts only visited two or three times in a season.

Who has not owned a pony called Pat? And, again, who in Ireland has not
had in his employ a boy of the same name? It so happened that the stable order one
day was, * Send round Pat and the basket ™ (viz., a wicker pony-trap), when, lo! and
behold, at 3 p.m., at the hall-door, appeared a dirty pantry-boy with turf creel on his

back. This absolutely occurred in Westmeath some years ago.
In the Thirties Mr. Cuthbert Clibborn of Moate Castle, turned his father's pack

into foxhounds. OIld Mr. Clibborn had taken over the harriers from Mr. Theobald

Fetherston, of Mosstown.,
The new M.F.H, had a fine extent of country, with Newforest as his eastern
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limit, and Moyvore on the north. Foxes were not numerous at first, but what there
were excelled in stoutness. They were supplemented by imported bog foxes from
the King's County.

Good old sportsmen were the Quakers, pére el jfils, and kept the sport alive
almost entirely at their own expense. Quakers should be fox-hunters, for was not the
sect organized by one Fox in the year 1624, and for many years they were called
Foxites. Messrs. Joseph Tuite and Henry Murray were the only two men from the
then Westmeath country who patronized Mr. Clibborn’s pack, but he had a good
following of local sportsmen and hard riders.

After Mr. Clibborn's time, about 1847, an enterprising licutenant in the Scots
Greys (then quartered at Athlone) took over the establishment, and kept things going
for a couple of seasons. Then came Mr. John Longworth, of Glynwood, who changed
the kennels to Creggan. He improved the pack first by purchase and then by judicious
breeding. He was an advocate for a mixed pack, and kept twenty-six couple in all.
He thought that dames seules were inclined to be flighty !

The Master spared neither time nor money in improving hounds and country
to a very high state of perfection, and hunted two days a week. Coverts were planted
and earth-stopping attended to by an old character who travelled the district with
his terrier and lantern, and attired in ‘“as many coats as an onion.” This old
earthstopper invariably saw to the stopping of earths in the first covert to be
drawn, and with a careful study of wind and rain, fair weather or rough, and
selecting the hour when his ““instinct’ told him reynard was out foraging, the
old boy was never wrong in his prognostication of a *‘ find.”

Mr. Nugent of Rosemount was the Master's right-hand man. He and his
brother Gilbert were ‘‘bad to beat.” The latter name lives still in the person of
his son, who has followed in his father’s footsteps.

John Bond of Castlecorr, Russell of Lissanode, Armstrong of Kilclare with
his two sons Graves and Lowry, Potts of Correen, Tom Naughton of Thomastown,
Hedger near Athlone, the Fetherstons of Ballintubber (Albany and Cuthbert),

William of Grouse Lodge, John King of Ballylin, the Tarletons of King's County,
George Adamson of Auburn, and Thomas Murray of Kilcornan, were some of the

best men of the hunt. His reverence Canon Kearney, and Mr. Maher of Moyvoughley,
were hunting then and are hunting still.

On moving the kennels to Glynwood Mr. Longworth had them under his
eye. He used to journey to Rosemount overnight for his up-country meets, E_md
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he hunted parts of Roscommon, Thomastown, Newpark, Correen, Ballybroder
(his own property) in King's County, and paid an annual visit to Roscrea, for a
week or ten days.

Reilly was huntsman for some
years, and Hogan turned hounds to him.
Reilly emigrated to Australia, and his
place was taken by Richard Conry, whose E%
reign was cut short by death. The first |

Whip, Hugh M‘Keon (who had graduated

in Roscommon), was promoted to carry
the horn, which he did till Mr. Longworth
resigned in 1870. Michael Boyle also
served Mr. Longworth from 1853, when
he came from Galway for some few years,

and was an efficient huntsman.
When Mr. John Nugent collected

‘‘ field-money " it was the custom to pass
pennies whitened with lead pencil in
place of half-crowns—this was parsimony

thinly cloaked with wit! Loughnavally

was then, as now, a favourite Westmeath e, - A e

meet, and there being then no covert at JOHN LONGWORTI,

Lunestown, Glencarra was the only West-

meath draw on the W. of the road. Crissauns was not planted till Captain Dease's
time in the sixties.

When Mr. Moreton gave up Culleen, he took rooms at Carroll's Hotel, Mullin-
gar, keeping his horses at Cumming's livery stables. His brother, Mr. G. Moreton,
and their cousin, Sir Simon Lockhart, now commanding the 1st Life Guards,
spent the greater part of the season hunting with these hounds from Mullingar.

November 2nd was a blank day ; the meet was at Glencarra ; but on 22nd a nice hity-
five minutes with a Newcastle fox to Newforest and back and a kill. Two days after
this Mr. Moreton handled another, after a smart fifty minutes from Williamstown to
Corbetstown. On March #th, Crissauns, Crieve, and Lunestown were all blank, but
Middleton made up for it by a brisk forty minutes to ground near Kilbeggan, It was

during this Mastership that Kilmaglish was enclosed, a sunny spot on the slope of a



58 RECORDS OF HUNTING IN WESTMEATH.

hill, always a handy place to find an evening fox, after hunting the woodlands of
Ballynegall and Knockdrin. It is Knockdrin property, and the father of the present
baronet lived at Kilmaglish for many years, and was succeeded by Mr. Merlehan.

The farm now has changed hands, and belongs to one for whom fox-hunting has no

charms ; the gorse has been cut down, and the earth dug in.
Mr. Moreton bought a wonderfully good chestnut mare at Mr. Longworth's sale,

“ Marchioness” by name. She used to carry Tocock A 1, and eventually went to
Lord Waterford for £88. A horse called “Plum,” out of Sir W. Throckmorton's stud,
which Mr. Montagu Chapman afterwards bought for £125, and '‘ The Colonel,” named
after his former owner, Colonel Conolly, were high-class hunters, and could hold their
own in any country, especially with such a good horseman as *‘‘Charlic” Moreton
up. Mr. Moreton fancied small blood horses, and often used to say that he would be
quite happy if he had ten second horses out, with light-weight boys on them, so that
he could chop and change whenever his mount was blown. The following lines and

appropriate sketch were sent to him by J. A. D. :—

‘““ Ten little niggers, second horsemen fine ; one got a cropper, and then there were nine.
Nine little niggers, crashing through a gate; one squashed his little leg, and then there were

eight.

Eight little niggers, riding nof like heaven ; one tumbled on his head, and then there were
severn.

Seven little niggers, plying spurs and sticks ; one ‘ blew’ his little horse, and then there were
S1X.

Six little niggers to catch their Master strive ; one got a ducking, then there were five.
Five little niggers gallop faster than before ; one found a ‘ public ' out, then there were four.
Four little niggers, jumping 'neath a tree ; one crushed his little brain, then there were three.

Three little niggers left, one was on a screw; pace found his weakness out, then there were
two.

Two little niggers, still are in the run ; one broke a stirrup-leather, then there was but one.

One little nigger only, pulled up at the check ; but pulling up, he tumbled down, and broke his
horse's neck.

No little nigger when he's wanted ; so, of course, the M.F.H. must finish on his first exhausted
horse.”

It was the year of the Franco-Prussian war that Mr. Moreton got #asé with the
whirl of excitement in the Westmeath capital, and moved to country quarters at
Clondrisse (it may have only been the bad smells in Mullingar which drove him away).
Mr. Samuel Winter was living at Clondrisse ; he was a constant follower and good
supporter of the Westmeath Hounds, and of the greatest assistance to his friend,
Mr. Moreton, who went to reside with him, but left his horses in Mullingar.
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Tocock was still K.H. and Will Bacon First Whip. The last day of October
saw Knockdrin a festive scene, the opening day of Mr, Moreton's last season. A fair

day’s sport, ending as every good day should end, with a kill. November 2nd, Moate

TEN LITILE NKIGGERS.

was the fixture : found foxes, and had some hunting from the Hill of Bellaire to Lastle
Armstrong ; and on the 22nd the Glasson, Portlick, and Waterstown country produced
some sport. No foxes to be found about Moate on December 7th, but the locals had a
drag laid, to avoid which the Master went back to Rosemount, and found five foxes.
Marked two to ground after ringing round the place. The best run of the season
was from these same woods, thirty minutes without a check to Dorrington, then to
Waterstown Glasson to Benowne, ten miles in all as hounds ran. February 4th, 1871,
met at Ballinacor, killed a mangy fox at Shinglass, but a crowd of country people,
shouting and heading the foxes, spoilt further sport. Mr. Moreton was very partial
to that lower country, and had hounds at Ballinahown on 23rd March; drew it
blank ; also Glynwood and Creggan ; buta Moydrum fox took them by Carn Park to
Moyvoughley. Moyvoughley gorse, small as it was, often held a fox. Towards
the end of March a hound was drowned in the lake at Knock lon when killing a

fox, not as serious a catastrophe as that which befell the Benison Hunt years before.
Mr. Moreton finished this brilliant season with a really memorable day, hounds
hunting up to 7.30 p.m. Meeting at Greenhill and working to Gaybrook, they at
last moved a fox at five o'clock, and there was no one left with the Master when he
killed this his last fox in Westmeath. :
The Hunt Ball was held in January. Another Levinge came to the fore, viz.,

Mr. Richard W. C. who put Levington at the disposal of the Dall Committee.
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[Sir Richard Levinge, the fourth Baronet, purchased part of Farrenistic, and built

Levington House in the centre of the deer park.] * Anything in the cause of hunting”
has ever been the motto of the Levinge family, and the present owner of Levington is no
exception. To make more room for dancing, the partition wall was removed, throwing
two reception rooms into one, everything went off to perfection, and a most enjoyable

m'ening was spent. These rooms have since been used as nurseries !

DINNER TO CHARLES MACDONALD MORETON, ESOQ.

On the evening of the 28th March, 1871, the Members of the Westmeath Hunt

entertained (. Macdonald Moreton, Esq., to a farewell dinner at Carroll's Hotel,

CLONDRISSE

Mullingar, on the occasion of his resigning the Mastership or the Hounds. The
dining-room was handsomely decorated with evergreens and flowers, interspersed
with trophies of the chase. On the wall immediately behind the Chairman was
placed the monogram of Mr. and Mrs. Macdonald Moreton, in illuminated letters,
on the top of which was placed a fox's mask.

The following gentlemen sat down to dinner :—

James A. Dease, Esg., in the chair. On his right—the guest of the evening
C. Macdonald Moreton, Esq.; Samuel Winter, Esq. ; Walter Nugent, Esq. ; and the Hon.
A. Harris.  On his left—Henry Murray, Esq.; R. W. Reynell, Esq.: Hon. F. Browne and
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Captain Fosberry. The general company included—Colonel Gloster, g7th Regiment, Captain
Browne, Joseph Tuite, Esq. ; Captain Kearney, A.D.C.; Captain Hartopp, A.D.C.; Major
Upperton, B. D. Thompson, J. R. Malone, Robert Fetherstonhaugh, James Nugent, Percy
Nugent, T. Orme Fetherstonhaugh, E. F. Whitney, James Winter, G. Adamson (Vice-
Chairman) ; Richard C. Levinge, Thomas Chapman, H. E. Joly, Richard Reynell (Hon. Sec.
to the Hunt); Thomas Pepper, C. Pepper, G. N. Purdon, G. Hedger, B. Hannon, C. Duigan,
'M.D.; H. Berkeley, M.D.; ]. Ferguson, M.D.; G. Stokes, M.D.; William S. Kelly, John
Kelly, W. Lynch, Thomas Kelly, William Evans, ]J. F. Hickson, John Rynd, E. H. Lewis,

Charles Hall, Denis Colgan, W. Colgan, J. F. Eivers, Eugene Eivers, P. N. Fitzgerald, John
Moore, J. Brabazon, E. Holehan, Walter Delamer, John Nugent (R. N.), Thomas Maher,

Esqgrs., &c., &c.

The cloth having been removed,
The Chairman rose, and said the first toast on his list was *‘ The Queen.”

Most Irishmen are loyal ; all Irishmen are gallant. All her subjects admire and revere
the many noble personal qualities that distinguish Her Majesty, and if anything could
increase the growth of these sentiments amongst Irishmen, it would be the having
more frequent opportunities of seeing the Royal Family amongst them.®

The toast was drank with the usual honours.
The Chairman next proposed, ‘ The Prince of Walesand all the Royal Family.”

He said :—What I said of the toast you have just drank applies to this one too—it
requires no preface. The Prince of Wales is, like ourselves, a fox-hunter, and, unlike

some of us, a hard man across country., As loyal citizens and as fox-hunters, I call on
you to drink his health, I must especially appeal to your good wishes for the newly-
made bride, the Princess Louise, and the more so (in connection with the object of our
present merry meeting), as she, like our M.F.H., has gone to the * Clan Campbell " to
seek a worthy helpmate. (Hear, hear.) Let us hope that the next marriageable

Princess may find a home in Ireland. (Cheers.)
The Chairman then proposed * The Army and Navy,” which was responded to

by Colonel Gloster.
The Chairman said the next toast he had to propose was

Mr. Macdonald Moreton.” He said :(—

¢« OQur worthy Master,

 When three years ago my brother, Captain Dease, gave up the Mastership of your
hounds—which he did with great regret—his chief solace was that he was resigning his horn to
a gentleman who, he thought, would prove an sfficient successor, and one in whose hands the
Westmeath Hounds would not be likely to lose the good character they had attained at the

* Irishmen have been of the same opinion during the six-and-twenty years which have elapsed since then.
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close of the fourteenth year of their existence as a county pack (hear, hear). Events have
proved that my brother was right in his estimate, and that Mr. Macdonald Moreton is no

degenerate son of the historically sporting house of Ducie (cheers). Mr. Macdonald Moreton
is now, | am sorry to say, about to resign the office he has so worthily filled, and, though I
know he is a modest man, as he is about to give up blowing his own trumpet in the hunting
field, I hope he will not resent my blowing it here for him. During the three seasons that he
has hunted our country he has given universal satisfaction. As a huntsman he has always
been with his hounds, and he has each season ‘accounted’ for a very respectable number of
that most *unaccountable ' of animals—a Westmeath fox (hear, hear). As a Master he has
been ever courteous and obliging to all persons hunting with him, and I do not believe it is on
record that he was ever guilty even of the venial offence of swearing at a horsebreaker (laughter).
He had, moreover, never forgotten what we should all of us remember, that when we ride over
the fields and fences of the farmers of the country, we do it on sufferance, and not as a righ,
and that we should be civil and obliging ourselves, if we expect civility and friendship from
others (hear, hear). Mr. Moreton has turned out his men, hounds, and horses well, and as
they should be. His servants have been civil and obliging ; his hounds are always fit, and it
is only doing him justice to say that, though he received an excellent pack of hounds from my
brother, he will be able to hand over an equally good one to work, and an even better one to
look at, to his successor (hear, hear). There is no doubt that in the amalgamation of the
Glynwood with the old Westmeath pack we got some fine hounds. I share, | know, a
universal regret when I say that Mr. Macdonald Moreton is about to leave our country, and |

think I may assure him on our behalf that he will carry with him our hearty good wishes for
himself and his fair lady (cheers). On behalf of the subscribers to the marriage present which
stands on the table—|The handsome silver salver and flagon which were to be presented to
Mr. Macdonald Moreton by the members of the Hunt, were placed in a conspicuous position

on the table|—I ask Mr. and Mrs. Macdonald Moreton's acceptance of it. It is a tribute no

less to his sterling qualities than to the charms of his wife, whose graceful presence we shall
all of us sadly miss in the hunting field " (loud applause).

The toast was received with great enthusiasm.

Mr. Macdonald Moreton, on rising to respond, was received with enthusiastic
applause. He said :—

‘““ Mr. Chairman and gentlemen, I am a bad hand at ‘throwing my tongue,’ but I
cannot ‘run mute’ on an occasion like the present. [ thank you all from my heart for the
kind way you have received my health, and drank to it. I came here threc years ago, nearly a
stranger, and to succeed a very popular Master—our worthy Chairman’s brother, Captain Dease
—who had, during his seven years of Mastership, earned the good-will and applause of all

classes, and who had shown wonderful sport in your country (hear, hear). 1 am now, I
regret to say, about to leave Westmeath, but 1 le

friends, and a stranger no longer (hear, hear).

I have never had an angry word with or
g ¥

horn.

ave it as a friend departing from among
| have been well supported by all classes, and

from any man in the country since I took your
Though I am going from Westmeath, | hope to return to it, and I look forward to have

many another gallop over your fine country. | can hardly hope that I have really deserved all
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the kind things that Mr. Dease has said of me ; but, at any rate, I may truly say, | have #ried
to deserve them (hear, hear). On my wife’s account and on my own, I thank you heartily
for the very handsome gift which the chairman has presented to me on your behalf. Tt will be
a lasting and valuable memento of our time in Westmeath. Gentlemen, once more 1 thank

youu.

Mr. Macdonald Moreton resumed his seat amidst thunders of applause.
The Hon. Francis Browne proposed *‘‘ The healths of the Ladies who hunted
in Westmeath,” and in eloquent terms did full justice to the sporting ladies of

the country.

Mr. Thomas T. Chapman briefly returned thanks on behalf of the ladies.

Mr. Joseph Tuite proposed the health of Mrs. Macdonald Moreton, and said
that this toast, in his opinion, was quite as important as that of her husband, for since
she came to Westmeath she had been most anxious to have good hunting, and appeared
herself in the hunting field on almost every occasion. The toast was received with
applause.

Mr. Moreton returned thanks on behalf of his wife, and said Mr. Tuite had spoken

the truth about her being anxious to have good hunting, as the first question she asked
him every night on his return from the chase was ** Did you kill a fox?” (Cheers.)
The Chairman then proposed ‘* The health of the Secretary and Treasurer to

the Hunt, Mr. Richard Reynell, junior, and Mr. Henry Murray.” He said-—I have
heard a good Secretary described as one always ready to ‘‘write and do right.”
This description seems as though made to measure for Mr. Richard Reynell, junior.

His pen is ever at their service, and so far as 1 know he never does wrong. I hope

that our worthy Treasurer, Mr. Murray, will long continue to fulfil the duties of his
office as satisfactorily as he has done in the past. I cannot desire better to the hunt
than to hope that the hounds may have few checks and the Treasurer plenty of them
(Cheers).

Mr. R. Reynell, junior, who on rising was very warmly received, returned
thanks for the kind manner in which his health had been drank, and also thanked
Mr. Macdonald Moreton, for the courtesy he had always shown him as Secretary. He
said a good deal of progress had been made the last three years in hunting matters in
Waestmeath ; but much remained to be done, as they wanted a Master, more gorse

coverts, and more general interest to be taken by the hunting community, without

which no Secretary could have things as they should be.
The Treasurer, Mr. H. Murray, also returned thanks.
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The health of “The Strangers” was proposed, and Mr. J. Winter returned

thanks in an appropriate speech.
The health of ** The Chairman™ was then drank with very great enthusiasm.

The Chairman briefly responded.

Mr. R. W. Reynell proposed the health of *The Owners
2 toast second to nmone in importance, as without good

He coupled with that toast the

of the Gorse Coverts,”

which was, in his opinion,
coverts, it was impossible to have good fox-hunting.
name of Mr. Tuite, who had done more than any other gentleman in the county, not

alone in making coverts, but in supporting the fox-hounds.

Mr. Tuite responded, and said it had always given him great pleasure to

assist in every way in his power to promote the sport of fox-hunting in Westmeath.

(Hear, hear.)
Mr. S. Winter proposed the health of Mr. S. A. Reynell, Master of the Meath

Fox-hounds, and said he wished greatly he had been there, but regretted that from
slight indisposition he was prevented from being present. They all knew him as the
first sportsman in Ireland, and he called on them to drink his health. The toast
was drank amidst much cheering. Captain Hartopp returned thanks on behalf of

Mr. Reynell.
Mr. Jolv proposed the health of the Vice-Chairman, G. Adamson, Esq., which
was received with applause.

Mr. Adamson briefly responded.
Mr. Maher proposed the health of *‘ The Committee,” who had so nobly come

forward to take charge of the hounds when they had failed in getting a Master,

(Cheers.)
Mr. Tuite, Mr. Winter, and Mr. Malone responded.



CHAPTER VIII.

1871, A COMMITTEE. MESSRS. MALONE, WINTER, AND TUITE,—~TOCOCK HUNTSMAN,—
MATTHEWS COMES TO IRELAND AS WHIP,—CAPTAIN COOTE TAKES THE MASTER-

SHIP AT END OF THE CUBBING.—SOME GOOD SPORT ENSUES,— ANECDOTE AND
QUOTATION.—THE BENEFITS OF HUNTING TO THE COMMUNITY AT LARGE.—
MONEY SPENT ON HUNTING SINCE SAM REYNELL'S TIME, 1835 TO 1897.—A
HUNT BALL DESCRIBED IN VERSE.—CAPTAIN COOTE LEAVES.—ANOTHER CHANGE

OF MASTERSHIP —INK SLINGING IN 1872.—WHAT LORDS GREVILLE AND VAUX
THOUGHT OF IT.—CAPTAIN GREVILLE-NUGENT APPOINTED M.F.H,—TWO YEARS'

VARIABLE SPORT.—AN ORIGINAL APPEAL TO THE FOWIL FUND.

ENDING the finding of a Master when Mr, Macdonald Moreton gave up, the
following committee agreed to work the country:—Captain |. Richard Malone,
Mr. Samuel Winter, and Mr. Joseph Tuite.

The first named was then, and has ever since been, one of the leading men
of the hunt, both as to management and in the field ; and there is probably no man
of his weight in Ireland who can live with him when hounds run fast. He now
commands the IX. Batt. Rifle Brigade, or Westmeath Militia.

Mr. Samuel Winter was keen about sport of all descriptions. His residence—
Clondrisse—was conveniently situated, and he undertook the management ol the
northern limit of the country.

When, not long after this, Mr. Winter left Westmeath he was socially and
sportingly a great loss. Succeeding to his grandfather's name and estate, he went
as Mr. Samuel Sanderson to Clover Hill, near Belturbet, and it was good-bye to
hunting when he went to live in the County Cavan, He left many friends behind
him, and looks back to his hunting days with pleasant memories. Mr. Joe Tuite
was also an important, not to say an officious, member of the Westmeath Hunt.
Of a very old county family, descended from the Barons of Moyashell, the name or
Tuite appears early in the history of the Westmeath hunt,

Mr. Joseph Tuite always supported the hounds most liberally—one year he

gave £80 subscription, It was he who selected the site (it is on Hospital property)
F
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for the good little gorse covert of Crissauns. It cost Mr. Tuite upwards

of £40 to plant and enclose it, and foxes from S
tonant the gorse. One of these, a

utherlandshire were imported to

RN 0 | [ O | « hob-tailed fox,” was on the war-path
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:.' 3 *{J- '“* _*z‘.%,rl for four years, and showed wonderful
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B runs from Tullaghan, where he had

taken up his abode; and seemingly,
out of respect for his patron, this fox
invariably ran to Sonna, or in that
direction. Tullaghan was another of
Mr. Tuite's favourite coverts; he and
Mr. Murray took it under their pro-

tection.
Mr. Winter on the hunt com-

mittee represented the suaviter in modo,
of which Mr. Tuite was the fortiter n
re. They purchased hunt horses, and
superintended the cub-hunting, with

Tocock carrying the horn, his son
| i i \ George second Whip, and James
COL. J. R. MALONE. Matthews, first Whip. The latter was
engaged by Mr. Tuite, and christened

a kennel name “Will,” by which he has been known for six-and-twenty years.

If any member of the Westmeath

Hunt intends to give him a
legacy, let him remember the

following doggerel :—

‘' Take care that you make no mistake ""'\N |
in the names, ?
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By calling him ‘ William," his real . )
name being ‘ James.' =,

If mentioning James for a gift in
your will,

His name is James Matthews, not
‘¢ William ' or * Bill."” "WILL" MATTHEWS
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Will's uncle, Tom Matthews, was in Duhallow, and in Meath ; before that

he was huntsman to the Warwickshire with the Honourable W. H. North, in
1861, and also in Worcestershire, and

with the Cottesmore Hunt. Soon after
Will's arrival in Ireland he went to call
on Mr. Reynell of Archerstown : Sam,
of course, asked his pedigree, and then
remarked : ‘“ If you are as good a man
as your uncle, you'll do.”

It was not till the opening day
of the season 1871-2 that Captain Coote
came into office ; he took over the Hunt
stud and went into residence at Culleen,
lent to him by his friend Mr. Tuite,
Mr., Tuite 1t was who *‘‘discovered”
him. Captain Richard Coote had
served in the Carabiniers; he had
hunted harriers in his native county
of Cavan, was an all-round sporting
man, and had poss<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>