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TO THE READER.

This REPORT isat present printed and circulated
Jor the purpose merely of procuring further infor-
matwon, respecting the state and husbandry of this
district, and of enabling every one interested in the
welfare of this country fo examine it fnf{y, and con-
tribute his mite fo ils tmprovement.

“The Society do not deem themsetves pfrn*gdni fo any
opinion given by the duthor of this Survey; and they
desire, thal Hﬂ#ﬁmg WM* it be considered as
their sentim e only published 1it, as the °
Report of the gentleman, whose name s affived, and
they publish it for the comments and observations of
all persons, which they entreat to be given freely, and
without reserve.

It 15 therefore requested, that the observations on
reading this work may be returned to the Dublin
Society as soon as may be convenient, and which wil!
meet with the fullest altention tn a fulure edition.




TO THE RIGHT HONOQOURABLE

HENRY EARL OF SHANNON, &c,

|

MY LORD,

‘WHATEVER diversity of sentiment
may arise among my readers on perus-
ing the various matter contained in the
following pages, there will at least be
none respecting my choice of a patron,
In a contest for preeminence on the
principle of detur digniori, your Lord-
ship will have no competitor. The resi-
dent representative of the noble family
of Boyle, so long honoured for its vir-
tues, and so e 1.inently distinguished for
zealous and unremitting attachment to

the
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the interests of this great county, justly
enjoys the first place in the respect and
affections of its inhabitants, Public as
well as private considerations therefore
direct me to your Lordship as the pro-
perest protector of an undertaking, the
object of which is to promote their wel-
fare, I have only to fear, that the work
offered is unworthy the patronage it has
been permitted to claim. The assist-
ance, so liberally imparted by many re-
spectable and intelligent friends, allows
me to entertam a hope of having contri-
buted something to the stock of useful
.iﬂmjﬁ_,:thﬂufgh perﬁaps too little to
justify the presumption of the present
address. - Whatever may be its fate with
the public, my own gratification is most
highly consulted in the opportunity here
given of acknowledging the many and
great obligations 1 owe to the noble
house ﬁf Castlemarty L 10 your Lm'd..

ship
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ship and your Lordship’s most excellent
father I am indeed so much indebted,
that in the language of poetry, but with
the truth of prose, I may justly say,

Quod spiro et placeo, si placeo, tuum est,
With the profoundest respect, I remain
Your Lordship’s most obliged
And obedient Servant,

HOR. TOWNSEND.



PREFACE.

A STATISTICAL Survey of the county of
Cork, first in this island in point of extent,

and hardly inferior in any other circumstance

of momentous consideration, has been long
desired. That it was not sooner undertaken,
or by a person more competent to the task,
has probably arisen from the nature of the
work itself. The tediousness of minute inquiry,
the length of time requ.ired for collecting infor-
mation, and the variety of matter to be treated
of, presented difficulties, which few were will-
ing to encounter. Such as possessed suffici-
ent diligence were afraid of wanting other
requisites, and those, to whom talent was given,
might have considered a composition of mere
labour as an undertaking too dull for the exer-
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cise of superior gifts. A work of this kind
has indeed no great charms for a mind seeking
either profit or praise from the exertion of its
powers. The interest it excites, being local
and temporary, encourages no very ardent
hope of extensive perusal or permanent repu-
tation. The limits of a prescribed ecourse
forbid the pursuit of gratification in the re-
gions of fancy, Considered as a branch of
historical narration, it is too confined and par-
ticular to arrest the attﬂntmu of numerous and
distant readers, The tourist, unconfined in his
plan, rambles over subjects without method or
restraint. Ifhgughugggiguﬂhﬂﬂmmhr1H:sﬁhﬁhﬂs
book, for which he is often as much obliged to
the pencil as the pen, his grand purpose is
obtained. Like the butterfly, he takes his
desultory course, passing over what he does not
like, and collecting sweets from the flowers of
his choice. As utility is not his object, so is it
rarely hus attainment. The business of the statis-
tical surveyor is authentic information, the end
of which i1s not amusement but.anstruction, A
material difficulty, peculiarly operative in a

county not abounding with serious readers, has
been




PREFACE, I
beén tetoved by the libétal ercontagenient of
the Dablin Society always anxious to protmote
the important objects 6f ‘thieir patriotic institw:
tioh. - Under their patronage, the writer is hot
oilly secared fromi'the event of an unsiccessful
publi¢ation, but enabled to indulge the hope
of a reasonable recompense. He: enjoys also
thé pleasing consciotisness' of having endea-
vouréd to coiitribute to the stock of aseful in:
formation and the advancement of the general
welfare,  Under these eifcumistances this work
has been undertaken with diffidence of ade-
quate execution, butnot without hope of useful
labour. A long and lﬁﬁrﬁht!e%bqﬁﬂﬁm
with the general state of the county lent muéh
facility to an undertaking, the moderate ac-
complishment of which did not seem to exceed
the rank of ordinary talents. Though the
chief merit of such works is, to be wuséfal,
their utility may be rendered more diffusive by

the means employed to convey it. Sométhing
therefore has been admitted to eéngage the at-

tention of the general reader, not always per-
haps necessarily connected with the more

immediate object of the work, but never desti-
b tute
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tute of relation to it. IHe has to claim the
indulgence of the reader for the repetition of
similar modes and practices, hardly avoidable
in Reports of this nature, where so great a same-
ness must necessarily be found. He deemed
it a less excusable fault to be negligent than
tiresome. - After all be will probably be charge-
able with many omissions, particularly in the
accounts of individual management, every one
of whigh it was impossible to describe without
too great an extension of the work, | He trusts,
that this will be accepted as an apology for a
silence not arising from want of respect, or overs
sight of merit, but from fear of prolixity.. It is
to be mﬁeﬁed,ﬁhmﬂ:e dificulty, of procuring
a competent artist, and Lis own ignorance of
drawing, has precluded the accompaniment
of, what this county peculiarly afiords, pictu-
resque views of many beautiful and romantic
places. Though not essential to. the -main
object of the work, they would form a very
pleasing addition, possessing for the most part,
among other recommendations, the grace of
novelty.

o



SUGGESTIONS OF INQUIRY

FOR GENTLEMEN, WHO SHALL UNDERTAKE THE FORMING

oF

AGRICULTURAL SURVEYS.

GEOGRAPHICAL STATE AND CIRCUMSTANCER

Situation and extent,
Divisions,

Climate,
Soil and surface,
Minerals,

Water,

o ——— -

AGRICULTURE.

Mode of culture,

Extent of it, and of each species of grain sowed,
Course of crops,

Use of oxen—how harnessed,

Nature and use of implements of husbandry,
Markets for grain,

‘Use of green food in winter.

PASTURE.

Natuare of it,
Breed of cattle—how far improved,

Breed
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Breed of cattle—how far capable of further improvement,
Markets or fairs lor them,

General pnm,,

Modes of feeding—how ﬁar housed in winter,

Natural grasses,

Artificial grasses,

Mode of hay-making,

Dairies—their produce, |
Prices of hides, tallow, wool, and qn:nhljr sold,

” 'FARMS.

Their size,

Farm houses and offices,

Mode of repairing them, whether by landlord or tenant,
Nature of tenures, -
General state of leases,

of particular clauses therein,

Taxes or cesses paid by tenants,

Proportion of working horses or bullocks to the size of farms,
General size of fields, or enclosures,

Natare of fences, |

Mode of hedge-rows, and keeping hedges,

Mode of draining,

Nature of manures,

GENERAL SUBJECTS,
Papulation,

Number and size of villages and towns,
Habiration,
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Habitation, fuel, food, and cloathing of the lower rank—
their general cost,

Prices of wagzes, labour, and provisions,

State of tithe, its general amount on each article—what
articles are e:q:ﬁpt, and what charged by modus,

Use of beer and spirits—whether either or which 1§ increasing,

State of roads, hrE-:'IEH,. &c. |

—— of navigations and navigable rivers,

of fisheries,

— of education, schools, and charitable institutions,

of absentee and resident proprietors,

of circulation of money or paper,

—— of farming or agricultural societies,
—— of manufactures, whether increasing,

of encouragement to them, and the pecaliar aptness
of the situation for their extension,

of mills of every kind,
—— of plantations and planting,

—— of the effects of the encouragement heretofore given to
them by the Society, ﬁarticulnrimi in the list annexed,

——— of any improvements, which may occur for further
encouragement, and particularly for the preservation
of the trees, when planted,

——— of nurseries within the county, and extent of sales,
Price of timber, and state of it, in the county,

Quantity of bog and waste ground,

Possibility and means of improving it,

Obstacles to it, and hest means of removing them,

Habits of industry, or want of industry, among the people,

Tha
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The use of the English language, whether general, or how
far increasing,

Account of towers, castles, monasteries, ancient buildings,
or places remarkahle for any historical event,

Churches—resident clergy, glebes and glebe houses,

Whether the county has been actually surveyed, when,
and whether the survey is published,

Weights and measures, liquid or dry—in what instances
assigned for measures—or vice versd,

The weight or measure, hy which grain, flour, potatoes,

butter, &ec. are sold.

CONTENTS.
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‘being considerably wider in the centre than at the
extremities. It is situate in latitude 52°13" on its
north quarter, 51°12" at Cape Clear the most south-
ern part, according to Smith's observation made
in 1747,

In so little variation of latitude there can be
no perceptible differepce of heat and cold, except
what arises from local ¢ircumstances of higher or
lower situation, or what is occasioned by the proxi-
mity of the ocean, Along the sea-coast winter is
disarmed of its severity by the softness of the south-
ern wind, which mitigates the ngour of frost, and
seldom suffers the heaviest snow to remain many
hours undissolved, except an the north sides of
high hills. The sea breeze ahﬂﬂ#ﬂ]pen the sum-
mer's warmth h]f its l!edﬁl[a'ihlng breath, so that the
greatelt degme of beat as well as cold i is found. en
the northerh side of the county. The dis]iar'[l;f,
.nﬂt very considérable at eithér season, seems to be
‘great.er in winter than in simmer, as froits and
comn are found 'to ripen in all places of equal
‘n"[{:;l;;&dlq., nearly at the samne times, provided there
1:13 no material differénce in the nature of the oils

;fh respect to climate, this county is remarkable
for thie mildness of its temperature, never experi
;m;iﬁg tlngse extremes of heat and cold, to which
tlie same degree of latitude is subject not only on
ﬂ‘lﬁ cauﬁueut. but even in Eﬂg]and. The diﬂ‘ﬂran:ﬂ
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fs occasioned by our nearer approximation to the
Atlantic Qcean, which loads this part of the Island
with vapours, seldom indeed to be complained of
in winter, but too often intercepting the matunng
raysof the summer’s sun. Cork, however, suffers
much less in this respect than Kerry, and other
counties on the western coast, whose loftier moun-
wins involve them still more in cloud and vapour :
m such as abound more in pasture than tillage, this
humidity of atmosphere affords perhaps no canse
of complaint. Here, where an abundant popula-
tion is constrained to seek subsistence from agricul~
ture, it is sometimes productive of serious injury,
There is, however, reasonto believe, that the climate
has been materially improved by the reduction of
its native forests, and the draining of bogs and
swamps. Experience too has abundantly proved,

that very good grain may be raised here, though
generally inferior to that of a drier climate.

"The soils of this county exhibit no great variety
of kinds, and in a general view may be reduced
to four.—The calcareous or that found in the lime-
stone tracts.—The loamy soils' not calcareous, by
which I mean those deep and mellow soils remote
from lime-stone, and generally occurring in the less
elevated parts of the grey and red stone dsstricts,
~The light and shallow soils resting upon an ab-
sorbent hottom, as gravel and rubbly stone—and

B2 ' the
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the' moorland, or peat soil, the usnal substratum. of,
which is hard rock or coarse retentive clay. Laclh
of these kinds adnits. of several species differing.
from each other in degrees of fertility, but united
by a geueral resemblance of their component parts.
We have little of those deep strong clayey loams*
so often seen in England, still less of sandy grounds,
and no chalk. = -

- Limestone lands exceed all the other deserip-
tions in richness .and fertility, . Their patural
herbage is more kind and nutritious, and they par-
ticularly excelin the production of wheat. When
the stoneapproaches the surface, they are liable to
injury from  parching in dry and hot weather, but
the upper soil, which is composed of a crumbling
mellow earth, is always of superior quality. In
low and . flaé sitdations, where the water drains
slowly off, orthe subsoil is more than usually re-
tentive, . their chief ‘excellence is feeding ; where
that is not the case, they are eminently adapted te
tillage.. To this land may be truly applied the ex-
pression’ of Virgil—respondet votis avart agricole.
There is another circumstance, in which this kind of
soily if not singular, is at least preeminent—whicl

_ is
Sieirpsely’ o et boe ' Vi

.. * Luse the word loam in, the sense_ assigned by Dr.. Kirwan, whese

definitions are at once simple, perspicuous, and comprehensive. Ry
L foam he understandy u sl - moderately cohemve, that s, less so thas
wlay, and more so thau lwsabcbg'[h
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is, that it never deteriorates, Other lands for the
“most part, when allowed to remain idle for a long
time, have atendency to relapse into what was pro-
bably their pristine state, a coarse and innutritious
berbage. This, from the peculiar happiness of the
texture, retains its. strength and sweetness unim-
paired. The best may perhaps be improved by
Judicious culture, but tlie bounty of nature is some-
times bestowed with a liberality, that leaves little for
art. Marshes reclaimed from the sea are found to
possess the ‘same excellence, but these form no
exception to the rule, being, from the quantity of
marine shells l:thl' contain, strictly spenhﬂg, cal-
cavcous: ol - daiin bosl heasesls e ness e
The soil next in quality is what I have denomi-
nated the loamy not calcareous, that is, not found
on or with limestone. The best descriptions of
this sort approach very near the former, as well in
the composition and texture of the soil, as in
their capability of production.
per soil is mellow, of sufficient depth, and sup-
ported by an earthy base, neither too porous nor too
retentive, it will be found to deserve the name and
station here assigned. Slaty rock, when not too
‘near the surfuce, is often found to be a good basis
for fertile soil, as it is sufficiently open to lct water
-pass without imbibing it too qulr:kly The best

Wherever the ﬂp-

lands
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Jands in the southern part of the county are of the
foregoing description.

The light soils differ from the preceding in possess-

ing a much shallower arable surface, and resting on a

~ more absorbent bottom. They commonly afford

short sweet herbage, particularly adapted te sheep,

and answer very well for tillage, produeing the best

comn in wet seasons. Their fault is, wanting via

gour, and requiring frequent application of ma-

Lre,

The fourth kind, called peat or moor soil, ex-
ceeds each of the others in quantity, as it includes
bagﬂml mountamn, To thus class must be referved
several tracts of elevated land, which, however imn-
proved in_appearsace. by culture, sl retain sff-
cient traces of their origin. Though of inferior rank
in the scale of fertility, they are however capa-
ble of much valuable produce, Unfit in general
for the higher kinds of grain, theygive good crops
of grass, aats, and potutoes. These 100 are very
barious in quality according to the uature of the
subsoll, and the depth of the arable surface, cir-
cumstances, upon which indeed the werit of every
soll seems principally to depend.  Roeky hills and
lofty mountains alone present. an insuperable bar-
rer to hwoup indusuy,  Amang the foymer are
generally intermixed some - patches of tractable
soi, but from the latter nothing better can be
eyer expected than coarse summer feeding.

One
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One species of moorland possesses capability of
being converted into. land of first rate excellence,
I medn the turf bog. ¥From the general appear-
ance of these in the natural -state, litle hope of
fuch advantage would occur to a common observer,
Presenting to! his view a wild waste, destitute of
any useful plant, and inaccessible to man or beast,
he would' probably think it incapable of Improve-
nient, or, if reclaimable, not worth the pains. -~ But
experience has shewn, that there is no great diffi-
culty in divesting them -of their superabundant
ioisture, which'is effectually done by opening a
dﬂsﬂ channel on the lowest outlet, and surround-
ing the bog with ‘a drain sufficient to cut off the
springs, that supply its moisture.  After thiis opera-
tion the bog sinks, its surface becomes firm, and
it is'rendered capable of undergoing the process

usualljr en‘lpln}ret‘l in rethiming other muni-j* soils.
The ‘H‘Egﬂﬁhie ﬂ]ittﬂl' w‘.l.‘nch formed the hﬂg, HIIﬂ -

#ﬂ!prerented by its constant immersidn in water 3*5*

from being converted by putrefaction into an Eﬂﬂh}' o
state, gradually becomes a bed of rich mould of
such depth as to defy exhaustion. The effect of -
calcareous manure in improving moor soils is well
known. Lime therefore or sea sand will be found
of the greatest use wupon this occasion. When
they cannot be conveniently procured, any kind of
gravel or gravelly earth may be used to advantage.
Paring
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Paring and burning is also a' necessary operation,
partly for the manure afforded by the ashes; and
pactly for the purpose of destroying the seeds and
roots of noxious plants, It isthe custom of some
improvers to begin the. cultivating process with
potatoes- and oats, which usually produce great
crops of stalks and straw. My practice has been
to sow no seeds but that of grass, nm.: of the few
craps which. cannot hﬂ,.mn'lu;ﬁriant'. Bogs of
small extent are easily reclaimed in general; those
of greatersize, of course, present more serigus diffi-

culties.., The process therefore will be more or
less expensive.according to circumstances, but there
are few cases, in which the labour and expence will

hat be amply, repaid by, the succeeding profit.  The
increasing demand. for, fuel isa. great bar to im-
provements of this; nature, twrf being in many
places the most yalyable produce of the land.

1. The, substances,, generally made, use . of for
mapure | in this,  county, are dung,. lime, earth
J_bfi‘:"'?l g ofmn fiotiaskitig { E‘H.Li.IEIEll

¥ Hewp, o) plant, requiring a decp and vigorous, sil, is recom-
mutded as ]t:n!hrl y it for reclaimed turf bog. The encouragement
mowlewd forits culiivation’will S6on enable us to judge; Bow far it is
(suited to the various soils of thiscoynty, | -
+ To manure signifies literally to improve by manual nﬁtntiﬂh,
(aind therefore Dr. Kitwan is scholastieally right in defning mawvre to
be any, substance or operation, by which land is improved, _This how-
‘ever does not accond with the geueral idea, which confines the significa.
‘tion of the term to the former means of improvement.  No farmer 1
believe n.'[ any description mdtn h'uum]!' as manuring his land, when
digging, ‘ploughing, of harrowing. These and other operations do
indeed promote fertility, bat by manuring is always understood the
addition of some fertilizing substance, as dung, lime, ashes ke
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gathered from roads and ditches, sea sand, and sea

weeds. Marle and limestone gravel, so common in

other calcareous tracts of the Island, are rarely

found in this. Cork supplies its vicinity with a va-
riety of rich ingredients, such as soap-ashes, malt-
dust, strect-sweepings, &c. the great demand for
which bears ample testimony to the industry of the
neighbouring farmers.  Lime is procured from
limestone by calcination in two ways ; ope from the
standing Kiln, in which large stones are placed so
as to admit sufficient heat for that purpose from a
fire of turf or furze kindled at the bottom, and
kept burning for two or three, days ; the other from
the small dunning kiln, into which are thrown alter-

nate layersof culm and pounded limestone. The

lime of the former being unmixed with ashes,
better burned, and more productive from the greater

size of the stones; is in higher esteem particularly
for distant demand. This kind of kiln is only made

use of in those places where culnis not to be had,
and 1s almost peculiar to Muskerry, Their size is
nearly the same, and the produce of one burning*
C about

# Occasionally kilns of muoeh larger size are used, Near the great
bog of Annahaly west of Macromp, | understand that not less than
700 barrels of lime are the produce of ooe burning of a kiln, From a
view Lo prevent too rapid a consumption of the limestone, which occu-
pics no great extent of surface, the tenants are restricted to a cerlain
number of kilux. They have ingeniously availed themselves of this
mode to obbiin the necessary supply, and cooul ract the parsimony
of the lavdiord.
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about 80, or from that to 100 barrels (a Kilderkin.)

They are generally built near bogs or coarse land
abounding in furze, of which as well as of turf they

consume a great quantity, in consequence of which,
and the increasing price of the stone brought fre-
quently from great distances, the price of the lime
is advancing every season. In the neighbourhood
of the kilns it sells now at 2s. 6d. and 3s. per
barrel, and rises in value in proportion ta the length
of the carriage. As a manure it is used very spar-
ingly after exceeding those prices ; for other pur-
poses it is frequently carried so far as to bring from
five to six shillings. On these occasions the lime-
burner contracts to deliver a certain quantity at a
certain price, seldom less than thirty or forty bar-
rels, and for this purpose he collects a sufficient
number of cars from his neighbours. This of course
s a summer trade, dry weather being indispensi-
ble for long carriage. Running kiln lime, where
the stone and fuel are convenient, is sold much
cheaper. There is some variation in the different
quarries asto quantity, some of them affording a
more compact stone than others, but the quality
of all is remarkably pure. The calcareous tracts

being allupon the north and eastern parts of the
county, the'south and south-west districts are wholly

precluded from the use of lime as a manure.
Nature however, with her accustomed consideration

for
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for the wants of Man, has provided for the inha-
bitants of the coast an abundant supply of a very

cheap as well as excellent substitute in sea sand.
The efficacy of this as a manure has been some-
 times questioned, but the increasing use of it 1n
all parts of the country within its reach, and the
benefits ascribed to it by every farmer, have estab-
lished its character beyond all possibility of doubt.
The objectors were not probably aware of the quan-
tity of lime or calcareous, matter, which all the
sands of this coast contain in greater or smaller
proportions, according as they happen to be more
or less composed of shells, The amount of cal-
careous matter in some is greater than that of
many rich marles. Sand may be sometimes of use,
though destitute of the calcareous ingredient, in
improving the texture of a stubborn and tenacious
soil. The efficacy of our sands, however, seems L0
be very exactly proportioned to their quantity of
calcareous matter. Those of highest character
among farmers are the coral sand* of Bantry Bay,
and that of the red strand near Cloghnikilty.
The former of these, which is in most estimation,
was found upon chymical examination to be wholly

calcareoust The latter contained 66 grains, in the
C2 hundred

# This is improperly called sand, being really a coralline broken into
‘small pieces by the dredges employed to rase it.
4 See in Appendix an analysis of the sands of this coast.
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linndred, of pure lime, a proportion sufficient to
assizn it a bigh rank among calcarcous manures.

A few other sands are found to approach pretty
near it ; the far greater number are very short of
this proportion. Those, which contain least cal.
carcous meatter, are of a dark blue colour, and seem
to be composed principally of muscle shell.  The
cockle, of which there are varieties, constitutes
the greatest proportion of the rest.

" Sea weed, an efficacious but very volatile fers
tilizer, supplies the farmers near the coast with
large quantities of manure for their potatoe crops,
the only purpose to which they ever think of ap-
plying it. Much of it is cut from the rocks in
spring and the beginning of summer, and great
quantities  driven on shore by the winter storms.
Tt scems to exhaust its powers in the one crop, &
matter of the less importance as every season fur-
nishes a fresh supply.  Of this, as well as other ma-
nures, more copious mention will be made in the
account of the distriets, -

* The county of Cork presents a surface of very
great variety, “which but for the deplorable want of
timber would be eminently beaatiful. The pres
vailing character of the western part, which is bold,
socky, and mountainous, is wildness ; the north and
eastern parts are distinguished for their richness and
fertility.  The former loses little of its expression,

though
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though much of its beauty, fromthe want of trees;
the latter, notwithstanding its superior improvement,
seems to be in this respect the greater suflerer.
The majestic scenery of Bantry Bay, considered
as a whole, presents a view, to the grandeur of
which trees could make little addition. Particu-
lar parts of it would derive great beauty, as some
of them do, from the embellishment, but 1n a ge-
neral prospect of such an extent of water, rock,
and mountain, wood is a featare hardly distin-
guishable. In tamer scenes, the presence of treesis
indispensibly necessary to the constitution of rural
beauty. From the few places, that possess them,
one may easily conceive what richness of land-
scape would be produced by extended plantation.
Considering how this county once abounded
with timber, it must be a matter of surprize as
well as regret to find it in many parts so completely
denuded. Had the destruction only taken place on
arable lands, where shade might be injurious, and
where wood occupied the place of more valuable
produce, there would be less cause of complaint.
Though the eye might be offended, the judgment
would find no room for censure. But when we see
the rage of devastation spreading its ravages in-
discriminately, when we see the numberless glens,
hollows, and steep sides of hills, filled by nature
with trees, and obviously fitted for their production

alone,
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alone, stripped of all that constituted both their
value and their beauty, it is not easy to find words
expressive of our feelings. Evenin the best arable
and pasture lands, trees are only injurious, when
they stand too thick. In a separate and scattered
state they are useful as well as ornamental. The
blame of this deformity, and in a great measure the
loss, must fall upon the landed proprietors, to
‘whose indolence, neglect, or mismanagement, from
time totime, this general destruction of timber is
to be imputed. .

Their lessees, having no property in the timber,
were of course not interested in its preservation,
The expence of protecting the young growth ne-
cessarily devolved upon the landlord, for whose be-
nefit the wood was felled. It cannot be a matter
of muchsurprize to find the interest of absentees
sometimes suffering by neglect and mismanage-
ment. Will it be believed, that resident landlords
have been improvident enough to neglect the cops-
ing of the woods they cut, partly from indolence,
and partly from the selfish consideration of not being
 likely to live for another cutting, thus sacrificing to
a miserable thrift an object of much future impor-
tance to their successors, as well as to the country
in general > This improvidence of a few has, howe-
ver, been compensated by the diligence of others,
who have not only preserved their woods, but made

. considerable
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considerable addition to them. The general na-
kedness of the country is imputable to other causes.
In most other countries trees are found to constitute
a part of rural improvement, and every farm sup-
plies a sufliciency for shelter, for ornament, and

for use. Here unfortunately many unfavou-

rable circumstances, and the long continuance
of a bad system, have reduced the greatest part
of the country to a state of nakedness. Until
lately no tenant could call a tree, even planted
by himself, his own. All the old leases sedulously
specified, that not only the timber standing at the
time of the demise, but what was hereafter to be
planted, should be the sole property of the land-
lord ; a clause the most discouraging to plantation,
that could possibly be devised, as it extended alike
to leases of short and of long duration. This
however was not the worst, as it was an evil, which
the liberality of landed proprietors might often be
disposed to remove. The deadly impediment to
this, as well as other desirable improvement, was the
general custom of setting to middlemen, whose
favourite policy was to give no leases, in order that
they might be enabled to monopolize every advan-
tage, that could accrue from the increasing value
of lands. . Perhaps too, as in America, the
abundance of wood might once have been such,
as to make it less necessary to plant than to
destroy. From some or all of these reasons,

timber
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timber i1s now become an article of too much
importance to be longer overiooked. We may
therefore reasonably hope, that plantation will mget
that degree of encouragement, to which itis so well
entitled. ‘The nobiiity and gentry of this county
deserve much praise for the attention they have
lately bestowed wupon agricultural improvement,
The establishment of a farming society, though its
benghicial influgnce can hardly be said to have yet
reached the lower orders, has however done mate-
rial service. It has excited a spirit of useful coms
petition among the higher, and rendered rural
economy a favourite and fashionable pursuit.
The interests and comforts of the occupying te-
pantry,. too long overlooked by their natural guar-
dians and protectors, are now become objects of
general concern. The ‘advantages of a better sys-
tem are daily opening to view, and from beginnings
50 auspicious we are warranted to augur the happi-
estresults. . | .
~. Though nature has bestowed upon this county &
very unequal surface, yet has she preserved some
order in her variety. The ranges of high and low
land are observed to run nearly in the direction of
east and west, if not with perfect regularity, at
least with sucha general tenour, as to stamp this
their leading character. Thus in going for any
length of way from north to south the roads are per-

petually
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petually crossing hills, whereas in travelling from
east to west they meet muchi less interruption {rom
acclivity, and might by judicious direction avoid
it altogether, The principal deviation from gene-
ral character is to be found in the Boggra moun-
tains, ahigh and barren tract sitvate between the
rivers Lee and Blackwater. These extend to a
considerable distance in every direction, not rising
into sharp or narrow summits like most others, ‘but
spreading out into an ample area of deep boggy
sucface. The longitudinal ranges of our high lands
~ areso often intersected by glens and gullies; that
* even in-going from Northito South many of the'
~ steep hills, now so much complained of by travel-
Through - these glens’

rivalets seck a passage to the lower grounds,” and,

lers;, might be avoided.

flowing usually with a rapid descent, form after
heavy rains manylittle cascades and waterlalis.

~ The limestone rocks run in the same general
direction of east and west, and are hardly ever found

- invery elevated situations. - The stone is remark-

‘
L

able for the purity of its calcareous produce, very

little other matter entering into composition with'

it. Uniike that of Derbyshire, which the mining
labour of - two thousand years lias not yet exhausted
of  its lead, it rarely exhibits any kind of metal-

lic mixtare. In the character of marble it scems

entitled tomore regarl than it has hitherto obtained,
D beine

5.r_'.f3*‘ g3
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being for the most part compact, close-grained, and
eapable of a good polish. The quarries in the

vicinity of Cork yield a grey marble, interspersed
with white veins, and much used for common chim-
ney pieces. The extensive limestone tract, on the
north side of the Blackwater, affords a greater as

well as a richer variety. I have seen many curious

specimens found in different places, but that of
Castle Hyde is the handsomest of any, that has yet
heen submitted to the hands of the workman. [t
is of a dark grey colour, with various shades, and
a rich display of shells. Chimney pieces of this mar-
ble may be purchased in some of the stone-yards
of Cork; the finest is in the possession of Mr. Hyde
himself. It is probable, that the marble of this
county will hereafter become a commodity of va-
lyable requisition. Things derive an artificial value
from their rarity or remoteness. The marble I have
been describing would hring a great price, if it
was only to be procured in Greece, or Italy. All
. our marble is of a mixed colour. Pure white is
seen only in narrow yeins, nor have any large
blocks been yet found of a single colour. Here as
well as in some parts of the county of Kerry,
rivers often mark the limits of the limestone tract.
The Blackwater, in its course from Millstreet to
Fermoy, runs atthe south side of the limestone for
the far greater part of the way. Between Castlemore

ano
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and Cork, a distance of about eleven miles, the
course of the limestone is distinctly marked, first by
the river Bride, and, after its junction with the
Lee, bythe latter river. During this space the
limestone invariably adheres to one side of the chan-
nel, which it follows through all its windings, with-
out once crossing it. The same circumstance is
observable in the river Kenmare.

The western mountains of this county differ from
the rest in form and aspect, being far more rocky
and abrupt. Their steep and craggy sides, their fre-
quent gaps and fissures, seem to shew that they have
experienced some convulsive changes, though of
what nature does not easily appear. The effects of
one great terrestrial revolution are indeed abun-
dantly apparent on the face of nature in this as well
as other countries, butthey are more observable on
low than on high grounds. Our lofty hills may per-
haps have been stripped of some of their earthy co-
vering by the currents of the deluge, but it will not
so easily account for the great irregularity of their
figure. Shocks of earthquakes have probably been
felt, and may have occasioned some variation in
their forms. None of them, as far as I have been
able to observe, exhibit any unequivocal symptoms
of volcanic eruption, Whatever occasioned those ir-
regularities does not seem to have altered the struc-

sure of the rocks, which, as will be hereafter ob-
D3 served
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served, is remarkahl} uniform Be the cause what it
may, the south-west quarter is almost Enurel:, com-
pnsed of immense masses of rock sLamlmg as bar-
riers against the proud waves of the Atlantic, which
for the greﬁiéf'imﬁ of the year are daﬁﬁed Egﬂill:-il. its
shores by the force of the prevmlmg winds. A hfﬂ
wark of inferior durability m:ght deEﬂ sufi]'ir:E for

the safety of the ::uast, hul: such is the depth and

turbulence of thnt vast ur:nean_. that none, who hmﬁ
seen it raging, will be dlspnﬁcd to complain of a su-

pcraﬁund'mt prntectmn.
- Of low gruunﬂs the most extensive tracts are

thﬂﬂe, 1N whn.h limestone is found. The largﬂﬁt ]'IES

on the north side of the Ehu:hmtqr, hemg upv.ards
of twenty miles in 1enq-th from east to west, and va-

AL 0N SOSMEPELGUS TG 1L
r_v,*mg in breadth from to nine. This henutlfui
nnd rich extent, tflnugil cumpnmmel;,, spEung it
may be called a flat ::ﬂuutr}', 18 lmu ever ann:eah!:,r
diversified mth gentle swe]hngs, and contains but a
E:IIEII quimuty of dead level ]H.ml. Tl]ruugh the
far greater paﬂ, the f:cmnl'.:f preserves this character,
every where presenting an uudulatmg surface. Even
the mountains are little more singular in their out-
line than the lower grounds, and a 5tril1£ir:g simili-
tude exists between both in their respective vicini-
ties, The Blackwater and Ballahowra mountains,
which enclose the limestope district aboyvementi-
oned, exhibit on their l;upﬁ a gently varying outline,

while
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while the rocky mountains of the south-west corre-
s:pm':ﬂ with the ruggeduf;ﬁi of the neighbouring
lands.

The limestone vale, in which the city of Cork

smﬁds, commences at Castlemore about ten miles
. west of the .{.'_it}', and continues ils course irl_u an
casterly direction, uniil it reaches the sea near
% Yﬂughaﬂl Its breadth is inconsiderable at ﬁrst,
- butupon reaching Imokilly it takes a wider range,
affording a fine tract of some of the best cultivated
ground in the county. One of the most ﬂmgu]ar
of our limestone beds is found at ‘Blarney, two
nﬂes nnrﬂu-we:lt of f.‘nrk whera in a amn]l and

deep Tﬂ.llﬂ'j, ﬂurrnunded h_f I'ugh']anﬂs, a narrow

: ot Lgminsl,
ridge of calcareous rock raises its head, munmg in

111-: usual direction of east and west. In quaht:,r

it seems to bear a greater aﬂ"mlt_', to the nunhﬁm

M
.
.

il e TN L =

L .

2 1 tract, from whlch it is so far remmfed dmn to that
of the Cork vale, its near nﬂighhuur |
Another small rock of limestone ﬂﬂﬁ at Annaflal},

near Inclllgee]ah. As the direction of these veins is

fmm east to west, by pursumg the line limestone
may ‘often be fonnd, where it is lmt suspen:.-ted to be.

Annahely vein mﬂ]r Pﬂﬁhlhlj" hE a Ennum.:mni of
Castlemore.

Of minerals the catalogue at prﬁﬁﬂt is VEry
defective, nor is the deﬁuieﬁc:}r pe_rhiaps much to be

b | _
L regretted. Mineral must be very rich in produce
4 o



23 STATISTICAL SURVEY

to compensate the injuries sustained by the opera-
tion of mining. Many persons, it is true, might
thereby find employment, but of all employments
it seems to be the least eligible. Iron, of which

there is sufficient abundance, was formerly smelted

here, and contributed very much to the destruction

of the native woods, Lead ore has been found in
many places, generally combined with quartz, and
in small veins. Copper has more rarely appeared,
though there is reason to believe, that it exists in
some of our hills, from circumstances which will
hereafter be mentioned. |

Coal is perhaps the only fossil, the want of which
is much to be regretted. The great and inoreasing
demand for this commodity, as well as the quantity
of money, of which the l:ﬂ-l.lllll‘j’ 18 nnnunﬂy drained
far the purehusﬂ of it, render it highly desirable
that we should resort to our own stores. Unfortu-
nately the nnljr harun_',f, in which it has been fuund
is so remote from the principal towns, that the
discovery has hitherto been attended with little
advantage. A long and expensive line of canal
will be requisite to form a communication between
Cork and the collieries. The quality of the coal,
as it now appears, is by no means sufficient to jus-
tify an undertaking of somuch cost. It is however
highly probable, thata better kind would reward the
Jabour of a deeper search. Itis not indeed un-

reasonable
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reasonable to believe, that coal exists in other places
yet unexplored, though, from its never shewing
near the surface, there is cause to fear that the
strata are very low. Some perforations have been
lately made in the south parts, but without the de-
sired success. At present we labour under great
ignorance of the subterraneous contents of this
county. Where pits have been sunk in search of
valuable fossils, andthe business of mining exten-
sively pursued, the different strata, to the depth of
manjr hundred feet, are accurately ascertained.
Here, where few. excavations of any, and none of
considerable depth have been yet made, the inter-
nal structure of the earth is unknown. We must
therefore suspend our desire of being ncquﬁintea

with its intestine possessions, until curiosity, or

should seem, that low and flat grounds were, if not

e avarice, shall have opened its aged bosom,

- The timber, with which this count y was once so

> profusely adorned, appears to have been oak, fir,
alder, birch, and yew. Those of the shrub kinds
were, mountain ash, bhazle, white and black
thorn, holly, evonimus, and arbutus. Of this
primitive plantation vestiges still remain of every
kind, except firs, to the pristine existence of which
we should now be strangers, but for the circum-

IF stance of their preservation in turf bogs. 1In these

:l they greatly outnumber all the rest, from which it

their
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their only, at least their favourite placesof resi-
dence. Qaks are frequently found with them, but
generally at the sides of the bog, and near the ris-
ing ground. It can hardly be doubted, that all
the native trees were enabled to continue the pro-
pagation of their species by seeds or offsets. Firs,
we may presume, did so, as long as the ground, on
which they stood, was favourable to the growth of
the seed, and before too great an accumulation of
the turfy matter took place. A judgment, formed
from present appearance, would lead usto believe,
that oaks occupied the sides of hills, and firs the
flats. With these the other kinds, which were
nmn:rh less ﬁumemus, were occasionally interm xed.
What scems most extraordinary in this case, is,
that firs, in other mmm, th“m inhabitants
of high Iml cﬂld mmnumls, should here have made a
contrary ::hml:e The. fact seems well established,
and may peﬂmps amount to a proof, that our firs
were of a peculiar species.  Curious inquirers®
may possibly, if any analogy shall be found to direct

their

% Smith, in his Iistory of Cork, says, that * the Abits mas, or
common fir tree, grows wild on the rocky mountains, which divide
this coonty from Kerry.” Smith's knowledge of natural oljects
was generally borrowed, and frequently wrong. Our mountains pro-
duced no timber at so late a period, at least, as his Ume, The native
woods were commonly n low situstions, in glens and hollows, and
on the sides of the secondary hills. T have had opportunities of seeing
many natural woods, both in Cork and Kerry, none of which contaned
any native firs. Tuere is abundant cause to believe, that no such trees

hawe existod hiere for some ceuturies.,
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their judgment, hence be enabled to ascertain that
species. ‘'The form and size-of the cones may also
assist in the discovery. These, however, are seldom
found in an entire state from the circumstance of
their position on the branches, which being ex-
posed to the air soon went to decay. The trunk
is the only part of the tree I have ever seen in
good preservation. This often contains timber of
superior quality in a much more perfect state, than
that of any other bog tree, from the turpentine's
power of resisting moisture. Oak comes out of a
dark colour, and quite soft. The colour remains
unchanged, but the timber huﬂemwdegmﬁ, and

becomes very durable. ~ - (&M
The county of Cork péld: to honé in ﬂm #bun-
dance as well as excellence of its waters; with

- which it is plentifully supplied by many rivers, and
an incredible number of springs and rivalets. Here
is also found & great number of small lakes, chiefly
in the rough and mountainous parts of the country.
There are several chalybeate springs, but no waters
of medicinal ecelebrity, except those of Mallow,
which resemble the Bristol waters in taste and tem-
perature, and are reputed to possess the same qua-
lities. The most considerable of its rivers is the
Blackwater, which rises from mountains on the
corifines of Kerry, and running south for a short
way, until it approaches Millstreet, then changes
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its course, and pursues an easterly direction. Pass.
ing Fermoy, it enters the county of Waterford,
after a short course through which it returns to
the county of Cork, and discharges itself into the
sea at Youghall. Inconsiderable in the beginning,
it soon assumes importance from the great number
of tributary streams and rivers, which attend its
course. FKew rivers afford a greater variety nf rich
and beautiful scenery. On one side a range of
lofty mountains, on the other an extent of fair and
tertile country, with the frequentadvantage of plan-
tation on  both, exhibit a striking and happy con-
trast. Had rature been equally bountiful in other
respects, the Blackwater might rank with the first
rivers in the island, but the rapidity of its course
denies the important advantages of extensive navi-
gation. Itcan indeed bardly be called navigable,
- higher than' the reach of the tide, though it con-
tains a hurljr of water sufficient, on a more level sur-
face, to open a communication for light vessels from
Youghall to Mallow.

Inferior in size, but superior in dignity, from
the honour of supporting on its banks the second
city of Ireland, the river Lee claims the next
piace in this description. This also has its source
on the confines of Kerry, from a lake of very ro-
mantic situation, encompassed by wild and rocky
mountains,  After a course of about thirty miles,

in
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it an easterly direction, it arrives at Cork, where
it is rendered navigable by meeting the tide. For
the greater part of its progress, and until it reaches
the limestone vale, in which the city stands, it forces
a winding and irregular passage through hills, exhi-
biting a good deal of varety, and some spots of
beautiful situation, though very inferior to the lux-
uriant scenery on the banks of the Blackwater.
Here, however, the disparity ceases. From Cork
downwards, the Lee may challenge a comparison
with the most celebrated rivers of this, orthe sister
island, whether we consider the winding variety of
its own channel, or the diversified richness of its
cultivated shores. #25
 Next to these in size nnd consideration, is the
H.wer Bandon, the source of which isin the Dun-
manway mountains. This pretty river also runs
~ eastward, divides the town of Bandon into twe -
 nearly equal parts, and passing by Inishannon, a vil-
lage of uncommon beauty, finishes its course &
Kinsale. To thisthe Ilenisnot very much inferior,
which, rising from the mountains above Drimolea-
gue, runs nearly southward to the town of Skib-
bereen, below which it increases considerably, from
the influence of the tide, and becomes navigable
to the harbour of Baltimore. In this enumeration, -

it would be unpardonable to pass by the gently flow-
ing Awbeg, immortalized by Speacer under the
E3 poetical
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poetical name of Mulla. It is one of the prinei-
pal rivers, which flow into the Blackwater from the
northside, being equally remarkable for the placid
tenour of its course, and the beauty of the coun-
try, near which it passes. On the banks of this
river, at a place ealled Kilcoleman, above Butte-
vant; the poet fixed his residence, and, itis said,
composed the principal part of his. Fairy Queen.
Many of our rivers are honourably recorded ip
his lays, but his most frequent and favourite theme
was the gentle Mulla. The soft verdure of its

banks, and the dimpling eddies of  its slowly wind-
ing stream, were most accordant with the mild'mans

ners of pastoral life, and the gentle disposition of
the poet.

- .'The only valuable fish in our rivers is: the sal-
‘mon, which are found more or less in them all.
The Blackwater, where their course is. least re-
straived, affords the greatest abundance; those of
the Lee are distinguished for their superior qua-
lity and favour. This river is remarkable also for
&notLer peculiarity, that of having salmon in high
sez: n at all umes, though notalways in equal abun-

dance. Falmon quit the sea, to deposit their spawn
in the rivers, after which they become spent and
exhausted, and return to the sea to recruit. 'When
taken in the river before spawning, they are said
to be in season ; afier spawning they are unfit for

LIS,
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use. The general time of running up the rivers
is in autumn, and winter, when the copious falls

of rain afford them most facility of passage. A
few ruil in spring, and summer, but, except in the
" Lee, the running of th's fish is almost confined to
particular seasons. 'Thi- circumstance, and the
peculiar quality of the Lee fish, scems to shew,
that salmon do mnot range far from themuutﬁnf
the rivers they inlabit, and that every river has I its
own fish. It is Pl"ﬂhlhl]" owing to the rapid current
of our rivers, that they do not produce the vari-
ety observable in othier places. Eels and trouts
are found in all, pike and perch only in a few.
Theﬂ!, with salmon, compose the whole catalogue
of their contents. In one of the lakes [l'nchlgnuhﬁ]
is found the char, a fish of uncommon ranty.
Eels and' trouts inhabit most of tlie rest.

The general character of our rivers, as has hl:ﬂ"l:l
observed, is rapidity, a circumstance as unfriendly.
to navigation, as it is favouruble to the erection of
mills,  Of this advantage a more than prudent vse
scems to have been malde, particularly in the arti-
cle of bolting mills, the number of which has
greatly muitiplied of late. Thirty years ago, I
dbubt if there were miore than three of this de-
scription in the whole county, and they sent most
of their flourto Doblin. The number now is
not easy to be counted, and Cork is the principal

market for their flour. The competition, however,
is
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is very favourable to the supply of the city, as well
as very conducive to the convenience of the farmer
by affording him a near and ready market for his
grain. The great number of mills has certainly
lessened the profits of the miller's trade, but it shews
an increase of wealth, and a spirit of expenditure,
ready to embrace any occasion, which promises a
reasonable reward to industrious speculation. Cot-
ton mills have also been erected, one of which near
Bandon, the property of Mr. Allman, is hardly in-
ferior to those of the best English construction, in
the extent of the works, and the elegance of the .

machinery.

The inequality of our grounds, and the number
of our streams, offer other advantages, as yet t1o
generally neglected. The benefit of irigation,
though not anknown, is not, however, much at-
tended to, nor, as an art, sufficiently understood.
Numberless streams, now suffered to flow uninter-
rupted in their descent, from their source to their
exit, might in many places be diverted from their
course, to the great emolument of the husbandman,
to whom they present an opportunity of raising
great crops of hay at no other expence, than that
of cutting a small channel. This species of im-
provement, which may now be said to be commenc-
ing, -will probably at no distant period come

into general use, and our posterity will regard with

some
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some degree of surprize the blindness of their fore-
~ fathers, in suffering such treasures of ferulty to
~ pass by them unnoticed. This, and the art of
~ draining wet lands, simple also in its principie,
though little understood, are among the very useful
B improvements our farmers have still to learn.
Last, though by no means least, in a general.
~ description of the county, is its coast, furnishing
not only an abundant variety of most excellent
fish for the wants of its inhabitants, but also a great
number of safe and commodious harbours for their
~ trade. The boldness of the shore, which, at a dist-
- ance from the land, presents to the mariner's eye
only an irregular mass of rocks, most agreeably
deceives him, in his nearer approach, by a choice
of havens. A number of estuaries, or strands alter-
nately covered and deserted by the tide, supplies
the farmer with rich banks of calcareous sand, and
enables him to carry it some way up the country in
lighters. The high rocks, whieh guard the coast
from the foaming billows of- the Atlantic, afford
him by their produce something in the article of
food, and a great deal in that of manure. Besides
many harbours of inferior note, we reckon Cork, |
Kinsale, Crookhaven, and Bantry, in the last of
which whole navies may ride. Ever provident to

she wants of map, nature compensates i one way
wlat

-'-
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what she denies in another. In the south and south
west parts, where the rocky inequality of the ground
renders artificial pavigation impracticable, the sea,
‘and its numerous indentures, give abundant facility
of water :ami:.g_e. The interior parts of the county,

possessing a more level surface, afford opportunities
of communication by canals, of which succeeding
generations will probably avail themselves.

I shall close this section with the words of the
celebrated Edmund Speocer, long a resident of
this. county, whe, after pathetically deploring the
desolation this country suifered from civil commo-
Aion, thus proceeds-—* And sure it is yet a most
beautiful and swget country as any is under hea-
ven, being stored throughout with many geodly ri-
vers, replenished with all sorts of fish most abun-
«dantly, sprinkied with many sweet islands, and
goodly lakes, like litle inland seas, which will
carry even sbips on their waters, adorned with
goodly woods*, even fit for the building of houses
and ships, so commodiously, as that, if some princes
of the world had them, they would saon hope to be
dords of all the seas and ervelong of all the world;
and also full of very good ;arts and havens, open-

g

*® Every thing remaings of his description, except the woods, and in

bis view of them as affirding indocement to the ambition-of one, who

wonld be master of the world through their means, perbaps the lose
@l them s aut 50 much (o be regretted,
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ing upon England, as inviting us to come to them,
 to see what excellent commodities that country can
afford; besides the soil itself most fertile, fit to yield
all kinds of fruits, that shall be committed thereunto.
And lastly, the heavens most mild and temperate,
though somewhat more moist in the parts towards
‘ th. WE!LH
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CHAP. 1L

Structure of Rock—Bogs—Geological dicisions-~
Climate—Sands—Sea.

I'T bas been observed in the general description
of the county, that the ranges of high and low Jand
run in the direction of east and west, not indeed
with unvarying regularity, but with a very prevail-
ing tendency to that form. The face of the coun-
try is extremely diversified, and though the greater
lines of hill and vale take the course above meh-
tioned, many of the smaller are seen to follow a
contrary direction. But what variety soever may
appear in the surface of the land and the shape of
the hills, the structure of those primitive rocks, which
torm the base of the county is remarkably uniform.
“In the more lofty mountains a great part of the
stone 1s siliceous grit ; in the lower ranges of hills
and in all but the calcareous districts, the prin-
cipal beds of stone are composed of shistus and

nrgillitr,
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argillite®. The position of these in their natural

- bed or quarry exhibits that uniformity of confor-

~ mation, which appears so remarkable. All stunes; |

- of the shistus kind are lamellar, that is, sieplil'able"
 into flakes, the sides of which are sometimes a little

- foliated, but generally flat. In the argillite wa

perceive a greater variety of construction, buta

‘general tendency to the same form. They gene-

- rally come out in larger blocks I.hm the shistus, but L

have seen them in some quarries as regulnrij' fﬂrmed

as a tile, and separable into very thin Imml:m.

. Both these kinds of stone in thlir naurﬂhed nru It-‘

~ ways gbserved to stand upon their ends or eﬂgﬂ, ﬂlﬂ

 flat sides of the laminie facing north and south. TE!*-‘J |

| Iullll:h[lll'l"' to the Ilﬂ'l.'l:ll Ell'ld EDI:]]E'IIII‘II.E'E tﬂ' ﬂlE Im]th'i‘

F 2 W'hert

" % Of thess there are several varieties. The shistus tegularis, as wel)
as many of the coarse and less tractable kinds, seem to have little
more than argill and some iron in their composition,  The argillite has
frequently & considerablé mixture of <ilex, as well as some jron.  The
siliceous ingredient renders them generally hoth bard and brittle.

% On the south quarter, and in whai 1 call the greystone district,
the rock geaerally hangs a little to the sonth.  On the north quarter i
lhnmlwhmnﬂnmdmmmpmﬂuﬂtmuuﬂmlmmn. This
tendency to overhang seems to encrease in guing vorthwards, The
longitudinal direetion is the same in both, but there is something very
remarkable in their differest tendency.  In high ridges of rock the stone |
bends to the southward on the sonthside, and to the northward onthe
northside, the central lamine preserving generally an npright position,
This is frequently the case in the northern district, and still more so in
the southern. Henee it should seem, that the primary position of these
stones was upright, and that their inclining posture bas been oocasi-
onel by subsequent canses, of which the three following seem most
gbtivue, 1st, The pressure of asuperincumbent force, as that of tem-
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Where two layers of different inclination bappen to
meet, they form a natural arch, a circumstance fre-
quently observable on the east or west ends of the
quarry. 'Wherever rocks of this kind have been quar-
ried or cut away on the north or south sides, they
exhibit a fair, flat, and regular face. Where they have
been opened upon the east or west ends, they shew
an abrupt, broken, and i_rreguilnr surface, The nature
of this rocky structure may perhaps be more easily
conceived from the following analogy, Suppose
the trunk of a lofty tree to be sawed lengthwise
into two equal pieces. Suppose these to be laid on
¢he flat or'sawed side, at a short distance from and

parallel to each other, with their ends pointing east
and west, They will then represent two ranges of
hills enclosing an intermediate valley. The grain
and direction of the wood will give an idea of those
of the stone. When either are cut or opened at the
ends, they shew the disposition of the layers, which
form the matter of their respective bodies. When
opened at thesides, they shew the longitudinal direc-
tion of the grain. Worked at the ends, the stff

COMEeSs

pestand deloge. 2dly. The elevation of a Wl by means of some furce.
operating from below, and pusbing it upwards, o consequence of which
the sides averhiang, while the central parts retain their position.  3dly.
A siuking or subsidence ad one of the sides, Lhe result of interval com-
motion, which, depriving the rock of s accustomed support, may oc-
nﬁu&liunith the vacant side. Insioking a quarry 1 have often
found, that the luminm of a rock, which appeared bending almost to &
horizontal position on 1he tep, were perfectly upright at a little dist-
ance below the gurface,
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comes off with dificulty in short and broken pieces;
- worked from the sides, it splits easily into large
- chips or flakes. It is for this reason that quarry-
‘men, to raise stone to advantage, always work on
- the north or south sides of the rock. The diffe-
rence in the cases is, that the layers of stone,

though like those of timber they seem to have been
- formed successively, and to recline more or less upon

" each other, are much less regular in their forma-
tion than the coats of the tree. In one respect the
regularity is in favour of the rock, which never
deviates from the settled rule of direction. Though
the trunk of a tree will shoot right upwards, if left to
its natural course, it will grow obliquely, if diverted
from it. But noinstance of uﬁﬂﬁﬂitj'"i; min the
direction of those rocks, which invariably pursue the

same rectilineal course. The shape and direction
of the hills is indeed very various, but those of the :
stone are always the same.

In beds of stone, not possessing a lamellar con -
formation, itis less easy to discover an uniformity of
structure. The great masses of grit, which form the
‘badies of our mountains, are composed of immense
stones, the order of whose arrangement is more dif-
ficult to be traced. As far as any is discernible,1t
seems to agree with the principle, by which the for-
mer are governed. In the limestone beds we find
blocksof varioussize, the disposition of which does

not
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not seem to be regulaied by any fixed principle,
But the limestone of our vales has evidently a diffe-
rentorigin from that of the primitive rocks, into the
composition of which no fossil of later production
has been ever found to enter. In the circumstance of
longitudinal direction, there is however a great con-
formity among them all, the limestone, as well as

- the others, running from east to west, with a breadth
very disproportioned to its Jength.

Of the shistus and argillite, which form the prin:
cipal part of our rocky bed, there are many varie-
ties. Stone of precisely the same texture and qua-
hity 1s seldom found to occupy nnich space in
breadth, though it may extend many miles in
length. Those of the same genus are often hmml
but each genus admits nf different species. Thus a

vein of house sl:.te, which may be traced to great
distances east and west, will sometimes possess but
a few feet in breadth. On each side of this is ge-

nerally found a shistus of coarser ﬁuﬁlitj', of which
also there are different species, varying in breadtl,
but possessing the same kind of longitudinal extent.
The same thing is observable in the beds of argillite,
many of which are found to accompany the shistus.
Itis remarkable enough that, in traversing the county
from north to south, almost all its varieties of stone
may be passed in a few hours, while, in the opposite
direction, one may travel for a day upon the same

kind
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kind of rock. I have taken much pains to learn,

~ whether this regularity of structure was universally

~ prevalent, and could never discover any thing, that
might be called a deviation from the general prin-
ciple. In the course of the most assiduous investi-
- gation, I never found in one single instance a quarry g

~ of lamellar stone with its edges facing north and ...

TR

south. To a common observer rocks will often ap-
~pear to run in this direction, but, upon examination,
their structure will be found to accord with that of

~ the rest. The promontories of the south coast

often project from north to south, but the grain of '
- their quarries runs across the line of their projec-
tion. Irregularities will often appear on the sur-
- face, but they are no more than theﬁﬂqumlﬂ-
pearance of disorder, which nature so lﬁundnﬁdj

~_exhibits, would lead one to expect. Fragments of *
stone are often seen lying in confusion near the
‘places, from which they bave been torn by tempest,
earthquake, or deluge. The upper parts of the rocks
-are frequently shattered and discomposed from these
‘and other causes, but at a little distance beneath
the surface the regularity of their structure remains
.undisturbed. Whatever be the form or the direc-
tion of the hills, whatever external ir ities
may appear in our rugged masses of rock, the same
uniformity of structure, the same rectilineal direc-
tion, are every where found to prevail.” The lon-

gitudinal
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gitudinal course of these rocks is often imterrupted
by gaps and fissures, on passing which we com-
monly find, that the same kind of stone rises on the
opposite hill. “Short and narrow veins of white
quartz are often found to cross the grain of the
quarry, but I never met an instance of lamellar
structure, that did not accord with the general dis-
position. |
From the regular and systematic construction of
so greata mass of rock as this county exhibits, there
scems abundant reason to believe, that it proceeds
from some great primary cause, the efficacy of which,
if not universal, must at least extend considerably
beyond the scene of present observation. As far
as the recollection of a cursory view suggests, I
think it may be traced through many parts of this,
and some of the neighbouring island, though the
hurry of incurious observation will not allow me to
be positive. I do not know that this uniformity of
structure has hitherto engaged the notice of phﬂu- |
sophic enquiry, though if it be:as extensive, as there
1s reason to believe, it-could not well have escaped
the search of a diligent observer, and might have
furnished ample matter for ingenious speculation.
* Theories are commonly formed by recluse students,
who philosophize more in the closet than in the
field, and find it much easier to tura over the pages
of the printer than to explore the book of nature.
Information
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~ Information of every kind has its value, but in de-
| .mrihmgnnmﬂl objects a philosopher should derive
s much as possible from his own senses. The sub-
‘ ject under consideration affords matter for curious
~ and perhaps important disquisition.  But inquiries
5 ~ of this nature are foreign from the present pur-
- pose, which is not so much to amuse the fancy by
~ philosophizing, as to display the works of mrﬁ as
. they are presented to our view, |
~ To the formation of our, turf-bogs I am mcl%ﬁl
| mmhn llﬂﬂ -:lmdm s usually mnneﬂ.w

~and mgmmﬁummmm

torn away by its torrents, or overlaid  with. alluyial
~ strata. That there may be bogs so buried is not
perhaps improbable, butmost of thiose we now find
seem to have had a much more recent origin.  This
will best appear by attending to the causes of their
formation. The watier, of which they are composed,
isa collection of aquatic or marshy plants, and their
ﬂluﬂlr, prevented by constant immersion in water,
~ from undergoing the putrefying process necessary to
convert them into vegetable mould. The-pfinﬁn:

state of such bogs was evidently forest, The trees
grew upon the bed of clay®, which forms the foun-

G dation

- % This is most commonly the case, but there are same remarkable
exceptions. | am acquainted witha few bogs very differently circum-
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dation of the bog, and of course preceded the for-
mation of the turf. This clay, which often resem-

bles marle in appearance, but very seldom contains

any calcareous watter, is generally white, and of
so close a texture as to hold water, a quality to which
the bog primarily owes its existence. . The usual
situation of these forest bogs, (as I shall call them
for distinction, turf being also found on mountains)
is a low and flat piece of land, surrounded by ele-
vated groumds.  In size and  situation they vary,

some of them being surrounded by higher, and some
by lower hills ; some of them spreading to a consi-
derable ‘extent, and furnished with many outlets ;
other smaller, more closely encompassed: by hills,
and possessing but one or wwo  narrow passages to

dmharg&'thhw mﬁm The Mguﬁn-m their

"!:-"-""r"! ML CIRa 0 S0 Tl "':" g Fﬂmltlfﬁ
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L i _"'_ '-_I'|. 1 i 1 :;

.ihnuﬂ , The torfly matter of oue of these (belonging to myself) gra-
ﬂulliy mereases in depth from the sides to the contre, where it s still
from 1610 18-feet deep. It abounds with ook and fir trees, the foomer
occopying the sides, the latter the middle,  “The present surface of the
bog, from which five or six feet of tarf have been cut, s not more thao
three or four feet above the area, on which the trees stood, aml which
appears to have been nearly on a horizomal level from side o side. The
central trees of conrse grew i pure turf, the lowest range of roots
being twelve or thirteen feet above the clayey botiom, I conj=cture
that the middle was originally lake, which being gradually filled with
turfy matter became at length a proper receptacle’ for trees, some
kmds of which (particularly Scotch firs) thrive well in peat mouldg
This is rendered more probable by a vircumstance, often observed in
such bogs, of trees lying with the head downward, a position not easily
accounted for on any ether hypothesis. The freguent tendency of
small lakes ta fill up by the gradual aceumulation of marshy plants
adds further strength to the opinion,
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primitive to their present state may have been vari-
ously etiected. The thing required was to make the
water stagnate on the clayey bottom, for the pur-
pose of producing those marshy plants, of which the
turf 1s composed, and also for the purpose of lold-
. ing them in a constant state of soakage. This ge-
nerally appears to have been accomplished by the
fulling of the trees, whose solid tranks and thick
branches amply sufficed to produce this effect. A
great accession of matter was also derived from the
- trees themselves, by the gradual decay of their
lighter parts. How those trees came to fall is a
question of less “easy solution, Some may have
fallen by tempests, some by design, and some by
natural decay. The marks of the axe, as well as of

fire, both of which I have frequently seen, prove

- that art as well as nature had some share in their de-
struction.  Dr. Darwin, quoting from the Philoso-
phical Transactions, relates a curious report of Lord
Cromartie, who in 16351, being then 19 years of age,
saw 2 plain i the parish of Lochburn covered with
a standing wood so old, that both leaves and bark had
disappeared, which, he was informed by the old
people, was the usual termination of an old fir wood.
About fifteen years afterwards, when he revisited the
plain, not a stick was standing ; but the trees hav-
ing fallen were overgrown with moss, and bog.
Before the next century, he adds that it produced

6P turck.
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turfe  Smith, in his history of Cork, observes, that
the Irish have a tradition, that those trees were
planted by the Danes, after whose expulsion they
were cut down by the natives to extinguish that
~badge of their servitude. The story is not likely to
obtain much credit. Trees are no very obvious
badge of servitude, and were, it is probable, muéh
more obnoxious to the invaders*, than the invaded,
to whom they afforded means of escape and pro-
tecion.  The tradition however, if it did exist,
shewed that bogs were not considered to be of very
remote antiquity.

~ Mr. Headrick, in his judicious Essay on the euln-
- vation of waste lands, mentions a curious fact, which
may assist in calculating the grbwth of bog. In
one near Paisley a Roman causey was discovered by
tuff cutters several feet below the surface. The
precise amount of the depth howéver is not stated,
Itis probable that the causey continued to be in use
long after the departare of the Romans, and there
is mo doubt that it had been a deep bog for a long
time, before it was resorted to forfuel.

Had we any mode of ascertaining the amount of
each year's deposition of vegetable matter in bogs
of this kind, it would enableus to form a judgmeut
of their respective ages. Supposing the yearly in-

crease

* By whom itis highly probable many of them were destroyed,
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crease of surface to be only a quarter of an inch,
and in a state of mature it cannot well be reckonéd
at less, a few centuries would suffice to form a bog
of considerable thickness. It seems therefore unne-
cessary to have recourse to a very distant era, to
account for effects, which later causes seem abun-
dantly sufficient to produce.

Another circumstance may be added to support
the opinion of a later origin. The bursting of bogs,
an accident attended with very calamitous effects,
would probably have been noticed by the early his-
torians, had their antiquity been very great. For it
is consistent with natural causes to believe, that such
phenomena would often bave occurred in ,g.ugémt
times, if those confined fats had been covered with
turf instead of trees. The inhabitants, who had

then no occasion for their fuel, would have suffered
the bog to increase without molestation. Left thus
to itself, the time must certainly arrive, when the
swollen mass would becoue too heavy to support
‘the burthen of its soft and #pungy bulk. Over-
charged with moisture after heavy falls of rain, it
would at lengtii burst, bearing every thing before it
with 2 momentum irresistible. The elevation of a
bog, by means of the water it contain, 1s hardly
credible to these, who have not witnessed it. ] am
acquainted with one in the neighbourhoed of Ross,
which, in the memory of many now living, is known

to
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to have suffered a depression of 20 or 25 feet from
the cutting away of turf from its sides. The depth
of the centre, which still remains entire, is about
fourteen. Itis extremely probable tliat this bog,
which has but one narrow outlet, would have burst
at no very distant period from the time of that ele-

vation, if it bad been left to its natural course. The

increase of its heizht, and the proportionate anomen-
tation of its watery contents, must at last have forced

a passage on that side, where it was most destitute of
sapport.  The same would doubtless have happened

in many others. Happily the present demand for
fuel, by opening sufficient apertures to discharge
their moisture, has removed all apprehensions of
that kind. Thus providentially does nature often
afford to human industry the means of converting a
nuisance into a blessing. The present concern is
less for their increase than their diminution.

Dr. Kirwan and other writers take notice of two
kinds of bog, to which they ascribe a specific diffe-
rence, the black, and the red. As faras 1 have ob-
served, the only difference is in age and compres-
sion, both being found here together, the red on
the surface, the black near the bottom. Mountain

turf indeed is mostly black, and seems to be chiefly
. composed of the exuvie of heath. That of low and
flat- grounds, formed of a much greater variety of

marshty plants, is at first of a reddisl colour, but

coimn-
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commonly grows black, as it advancesinage. Itis
not very easy to account for the different coloured
ashes produced by turf frequently in adjoining parts
of the same bog. As the materials of both the
white and the red ashes appear to be the same,
the difference is probably owing to mineral impreg-
nation. Chalybeate springs issue more or less from
the hills, by which those bogs are surrounded, and |
have lately learned that the country people ascribe
the difference of colour to the effect of the iron.
This however is not the only cause, asa slight mix-
ture of earth with the turf will also'make the ashes
red. The tarf, which produces white ashes, makes
the brightest fire, another proof of its greater pu-
rity.  To the red ashesas a nianure the same au-
thor imputes a pernicious or at least an inconsidera-
ble effect.  The farmers of this quarter hold a con-
trary opinion, making use of both, but preferring the
red. I doindeed know two instances of bog ashes
(in" the neighbourbood of Ross) being extremely
ijurious not only to vegetation, but also to the do-
mestic animals, which love to make them their bed.
For this the philosopher will easily account, by sup-
posing, what is really the case, that the turf of both
18 impregnated with copper from some neighbour-
ing springs. The knowledge of the cause may pos-
sibly hereafter lead to the discovery of a valuable
mine.

The
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The progressive augmentation of vegetable mat.
ter in our bogs seems to give strengih to Dr. Dar-
win's opinion, that the earth receives continual in-
crease from the recrements of vegetables. This
however can only be the case in inaceessible bogs
and morasses¥, against the inordinate increase of
whieh nature makes some provision by causing them
to discharge their superfluity, when it becomes ex-
cessive. It is further to be observed, that this incre-
ment is daily counteracted by the wants and the -
dustry of man, On other situations a decrease seems
rather to take place, and occasional increment is
balanced by occasional diminution. W here animals
abound, the vegetable food, however assisted by
their ordure and the putrefaction of their bodies, 1s
barely sufficient to maintain them. In countries
m,w;_hpm]ed, it requires the ingenuity of the agn-
culturist to keep up the quantity as well as the
vigour of the soil. The coldness of mountains pre-
vents any material inerease of vegetable matier
upon them, sowe of which is also consumed by ani-
mals, In forests the exuvie of the trees seem to be
no more than sutficient to support their grqwth. An
¢xcess of morass and bog scems therefore to imply 3

deficiency

* Different modifieations of matter” daily take place, but what =
gained in one way must be lost in another.  Perhaps it is most philoso-
phical to suppose, that matter is neither capable of increase nor diunn-
tion, but through the immediate intervention of the deity by creating
or annihilating,
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deficiency of inhabitants, and affords additional proof
that this country was formerly but poorly peopled.
In another century there will scarce be a bog in the
county of Cork. It seems therefore most consonant
to reason to believe that, since the earth became the
seat of animation, its quantity of matter has been
nearly the same. The changes, that have taken
place within the reach of history, are too trifling to
establish any sausfactory proof either of increase or
decrease, both of whichare locally observable.

Gevlogical Divisions.

THE geological divisions of the county may be
ranged under four general heads, distinguished on
the map by appropriate colours. 1st.----The calca-
reous districts, of which the principal have been al-
ready mentioned. These contain vast beds of mar-
ble and limestone, the supporting base of which is
anknown. Inthe western extremity of the northern
tract the coal appears, which, it is probable, will
hereafter become an article of much greater impor-
tance than itis at present. From its approaching
the surface in so many places considerably removed
~ from each other, there is reason to believe that the
quantity 1s abundant. The disadvantages of its si-

H tnation
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tuati;:m, remote from towns and water carriage, have
hitherto discouraged all attempts to explore a better
quality than what the upper stratum aflords.

2dly. The mountain districts. These are princi-
pally on the west side of the county, besides which
there are two extensive ranges inclosing the great cal-
careous vale on the north side of the Blackwater.
The northern rﬁng& contains, with red argillite, sili-
ceous breccia, none of which 1 believe is to be found
on the south side of this line, either in the county
of Cork or the still loftier mountains of Kerry. The
stone of our highest hills, of which the principal
ridge incloses Bantry Bay on the north side, con-
sists chiefly of immense masses of siliceous grit. The
secondary hills contain a coarse slaty argillite with
?Eipa.__.ﬁf gr_it ml:ﬂl‘ﬂu:ﬂl. The eastern mountains
have generally a thick covering of clay mixed with
small stones, Those of the west are more bare and
rocky. Ironore appears more or less in all; I have
not heard of their discovering any other. Heath
and sedgy grass are their chief produce.

3dly. The brown or red stone district, which is

found to occupy all the northern side of the county,
that is not calcareous. In travelling northwards from

the sea, this stone first occurs on the south side of the
calcareous tract, in which the city of Cork stands.
The breadth of it here may be about a mile; the
longitudinal extent is very great, as it accompanies

the



OF THE COUNTY OF CORK. 51

the limestone through its entire course, after which
it proceeds westward till it loses itself in the moun-

tains. On the north side of the city this stone occu-

pies the whole of that great and elevated tract,
which lies between the vale of Cork and the Black-
water comprehending the principal parts of the ba-
ronies of Barrymore, Barretts, Kilnataloon, and Mus-
kerry. Though red, of which there are different

~ shades, be the general and predominant hue, it
admits of some occasional varieties, bothin colour
~and texture, Even in the same vein the red is not
always continuous, but changes into a light colour
without altering the texture of the stone. All this
tract, as well as the calcareous districts, labours
tinder the disadvantage of wanting house slates, the
red stone, though a shistus and affording good flags,

v

. being very seldom sufficiently tractable for roofing.
~ The quarries near Cork, where the colour is brighter
than I have elsewhere observed, supply abundance
B of good stone for building, but generally hard to

be worked, the lamin® or folds adhering very
closely to each other. The position of these lamina
agrees with the general conformation already taken
notice of, though it appears somewhat more irregu- .
lar in its structure than the southern shistus.
4thly.—The grey stone district. This compre-
hends the far greater portion of that part of the
county, which lies south of the vale of Cork. The
H2 line
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line of red stone, which T have stated as the southery

limit of the red stone land, forms the northern boun-
dary of the grey. The colour of its stone is in
truth too various to be adequately expressed by a
single name, but as that, which generally prevails, is
of a light cast, I have chosen the term grey as fittest
for a general appellation. This extensive tract,
with a greater diversity of stone, presents many
varieties of colour. Small detached stones of a red-

dish colour are sometimes seen on the surface, but
scarce any red stone rock appears south of the be-
forementioned line. It contains several kinds of
argillite, some of grit; a few veins of calcareous
shistus, and a large proportion of slate. From the
numerous quarries along the southern coast, Cork
and most parts of the northern district are supplied
with slates for roofing. Some of these are ofa good
kind, but the quality of the best is inferior to that of
the slates imported from Wales. Large lumpsol
quartz, generally of a round shape, and sometimes
weighing three or four hupdred weight, are frequently
found lying on the surface of the ground, particu-
larly in the barony of Carbery. Having been of
opinion from long observation, that quartz, which is
more or less mixed with all our primitive rock, was
only to be found im narrow veins, I was at a loss to
account for the appearance of such great pieces of

it. But near Ross there is a very curions and re-

markable
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markable rock, compaesed entirely of white quartz,
the blocks of which are of great size and regular
conformation. Part of the original structure seems

entire, but much has been tory away by some con-
vulsion of nature. Another remarkable circumstance,

which frequently occurs in the same barony, deserves
to be mentioned. Not only in low grounds, and

under lofty hills, from which such stones may be sup-
posed to have fallen, but even on high situations,
and at a great distance from any m'ertnppinﬁ hill,
are found vast numbers of grit stones, several of
them weighing two tons and upwards. Some of
these are on the surface, others sunk ina bed of
clay, formed, it should seem, from the decomposition
of the subjacent rock, whicl is usually a coarse shis-
tus entirely dissimilar from the stony burthen it so
unaccountably supports. Of this district the east-
ern part has very much the advantage in depth and
fertility of soil. In proceeding westward the ground
becomes more stony and. rugged, nor is it easy to
find a field, however small, in which the rock does pot
somewhere make its appearance.

Bog and marsh belong principally to the moun-
tain districts. In other parts, though not altogether

infrequent, they are t0o inconsiderable to be distin-
guished on a map,

Llanate
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Cliomate.

it
. THAT the temperature of our seasons has under-

gone some alteration within the last 30 or 40 years,
is an opinion generally received, and supported by
very plausible grounds. One of the strongest proofs
is drawn from the present general failure of some
fruits, known to have ripened formerly in abun-
dance. Peaches and nectarines, now commonly
raised under glass, were little less plentiful in the
old gardens than plumbs and cherries. The situation
of those gardens was indeed more judiciously chosen,
being placed in low grounds and well sheltered by

trees, while the modern taste for prospect and lawn
usually places both house and garden on a bleak emi-

nence. Something of the difference may certainly
be thus accounted for, but not, I think, the whole;
for in many gardens, that have undergone no change,
the failure is clearly observable. That some alte-
ration has taken place seems therefore to be suffici-
ently ascertained, but I am inclined to believe, that it
has arisen rather from temporary than permanest
causes, A succession of unfavourable s-easu;ms has
been often known to take planl*:e, and is sometimes

noticed
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noticed by historians. An actual increase of cold-
ness in our climate would probably aflect winter
more than summer, which however does not seem

to be the case. Our winters, though sometimes
severe, are generally remarkable for their mildness,
nor have we for many years experienced frost or

snow as intense and copious as many we read of.
Trees certainly appear to have grown in situations,
where it would be very difficult to raise them now.
But it should be considered, that in those times the
whole country was a forest, and every one conver-
sant with planting knows how powerfally trees shel-
ter and nourish each other. A thick plantation will
“not only grow but flourish in places, whereasingle
tree, or a few stragglers'cannot be brought to raise
their heads. Our grounds, deprived of their woody
shelter, and exposed thereby to every chilling blast,
are more sensibly afiected by the cold ; but this pro-
bably is the only essential difference between past
and present. Whoever consults the report of anci-
ent writers, and considers that Glacialis lerne is an
epithet of very long standing, will probably be of
opinion, that our climate labours under no very inju-
rious alteration. A fewsummers like the last would

effectually redeem its character. The truth seems
to be, that our seasons, in consequence of the mois-

wre of the prevailing winds, are extremely irregu-
lar. In most other countries cold and heat, wet and
dry
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dry, have their appointed periods, beyond wlich

their influence seldom varies. In these islands and
particularly in this, which is almest surrounded by
the cloudy Atlantic, the seasoms are much more un-

settled.

Sands and Sea.

SANDS, in other countries frequently found in
mland situations, are here almost confined to the
sca coast. Small quantities are occasionally seen
iv pits intermixed with gravel and clay, and con-
taining o calcareous matter, but all our extensive
tracts of it are furnished from the ocean, and con-
sist more or less of manne shells. The prodigious
quantity of this employed for manure, and which
does not appear to lessen its bulk, leads us to con-
clude that it is in a state of progressive increase.
Its advances however, in consequence of the height
of the ground along the coast, have been inconside-
rable, the only place, where it has much encroached,
being at the island of Inchidony near Cloghnikilty,
several acres of which have been covered within the
last 40 years. In other places no very material alte-
ration has taken place within memory. As its pro-

E’I'Eﬂi
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gress or retardation depend very much on the state
of the winds, it is subject to occasional variations.

The greater frequency of the moist southern gales,
which drive it in on the coast, is powerfully coun-
teracted by the drier and not less violent winds, that
blow from north and north-west, A consideration
of the present state of these sands may assist in
forming a judgment of the prevalence of particular
winds for the last half century. The consideration
is of no great importance in itself, but may serve to
shew how far an opinion, lately advanced respecting
the increasing influence of the westerly wind, is
founded upon fact. I

It is observable, that the earliest writers ascribe the
humidity of our atmosphere to this wind. Giraldus
Cambrensis, whose native country was so little re-
moved from our climate, calls this island the land
of Zephyrs. Its general prevalence, a matter of
sncient as well as modern notoriety, admits of no
question. The point to be ascertained is, whether
there be sufhicient grounds to believe that this wind
has of late years obtained a more than usual ascen-
dancy. The subject of our present consideration
scems to shew, that it has not. The principal sands
on this coast are in the bays of Courtmasherry,

Cloghnikilty, and Ross, the two former being most

exposed to the south-east, the Jatter to the south-
1 weslt.



58 STATISTICAL SURVEY

west. I have already observed, that the greatest

angmentation of sand lately observable has gaken

place at the island of Inchidony in the head of
Cloghnikilty bay. The sand at Courtmasherry ap-
pears also to have increased, though in a less injurious
degree. Near Castlefreke, at the head of Ross bay,
where the greatest accumulation is, there has been
little perceptible alteration for the last forty years.
It should also be observed, that much less of the Cas-
tlefreke sand is used for manure than of the others.
These facts furnish strong erounds for believing,
that the south-west winds have within the peripd
mentioned lost something of their ascendancy, and
that the south-east have gained it. The angmenta-
tion of sands upon the ‘western coast is, I under-
stand, assumed as a proof of the increasing influ-
ence of the west wihds_. This however may have
happened from an increase of the sand as well as
the 'wjriud, and is probably ascribable to the former
cause. Itis the opinion of very intelligent philo-

sophers, that the marine productions of the sea in
coral and shells are rapidly augmenting. Observa-
tion shews, that this is the case on the southern coast ;
and it is reasonable to believe, that the sands of
the western are augmenting in equal proportion. It
is worthy of remark also, that the counteracting

winds on that coast are those only, which blow from
| the
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the east, which are neither so frequent nor so vio-
lent. |
- Whether the sea be advancing or receding on our
coasts, 1s a question of more curiosity than import-
ance, as the lapse of many centuries has been at-
tended with little variation. In the northern parts
of Europe it is, according to some writers, thought
to be retiring, and the same opinion has found sup-
porters here. The reason assigned by Mr. Marshal
(Rural Economy of Devonshire) whose opinions
are sometimes pronounced with more confidence
than consideration, seems very insufficient to justify
the conclusion. He grounds his decision of the
point on having observed, that the banks in some
estuaries were deserted by the tide, This however
may and must frequently happen, without any
change in the sea, from the constant accumulation
of mud and sediment, brought down by the rivers,
whose course being checked by the tide obliges
them to deposit on those banks their earthy bur-
then. When this happens ata distance from the
sea, and in situations sheltered from winds and
waves, the accumulation is more rapid, and the task
of reclaiming less difficult. Romney marshas well
as many parts of the Low Countries, now most fer-
tile grounds, were, it is true, once covered by the
tide; but it must be considered, that the vigilance
12 of
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of human industry is necessary to preserve its ac-
quisitions, and that, without a sedulous attention to
embankments, the sea would soon regain its pro-
perty, at least in many of the places now possessed
by man. It should also be observed, that the ocean
frequently imposes limits on its own progress by
those mounds of sand and gravel, thrown up in
storms. The total loss and destruction of the Good-
win estate, now past the power of man to retrieve,
affords a strong argument in favour of the contrary

opinion, which receives further confirmation from a

well known fact in this county, that turf and timber

‘are found on many parts of the coast beyond the
limits of the lowest tide. How this can be account-

ed for on any other principle than the encroachment
and elevation of the sea, I am at a loss to conceive.
- Dr. Darwin observes, that a constant increase of
calcareous matter is generated in the ocean [rom
the production of corals and shellfish, which one
might suppose would have a tendency to raise its
waters by occupying so much of its space. He,
however, draws 4 different conclusion, and supposes
that i.ul waters are diminishing from the quantity
absorbed by the calcareous composition. As the
life of man is too short to determine the point, it is
a subject, on which doctors will long continue to
differ.

Whatever
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Whatever doubts may be entertained respecting
the alteration of our climate’s temperature, there can
be none of its improvement in point of salubrity.
This is to be ascribed to the diminution of stagnant
waters, by the draining of bogs and reclaiming of
marshes. Agues, formerly avery common complaint

in many parts of the country, are now rare in any.
The inhabitants are however subject to many severe
and dangerous disorders, imputable for the most part
to bad food and bad management. Damp houses,
and wet cloaths, which are always suffered to dry
on their backs, expose them to frequent autacks of
fever, pleurisy, and rheumatism; while a strange
unwillingness to acknowledge an indisposition, and
look for timely assistance, makes them eften fall
victims to a complaint, that might have been easily
checked in the beginning. Potatoes, which agree
with them very well when in health, are improper
diet in many disorders of the stomach and bowels.
Want of cleanliness and care greatly aggravates
the miseries arising from infectious distemper. The
sound and the sick sometimes sleep in the same
bed, commonly in the same room. The latter is
often the result of necessity, but much of the dan-
ger might be averted by proper precaution, by wash-
ing and cleaning their houses and cloaths. A fever
getting into a family not only runs through every

member
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member of it, but generally spreads into the vici-

nity. Indeed, it is no slight proof of the climate’s .
salubrity, that, under such circumstances, a town or
village should ever be without one. To the humi-
dity of our atmosphere, so frequently performing
the office of ablution, and washing those, who will
not wash themselves, perhaps we are much indebted
for the removal of such complaints. The driest

seasons are observed to be the most unhealthy ; this
may in some measure be owing to a greater preva-
lence of easterly winds, which in many parts of

Kurope are found to possess some degree of malig-
nant influence.

CHAY.



OF THE COUNTY OF CORK. 63

CHAP. III.

Inhabitants—their ﬂrfgfn—-‘f'ﬁ!nﬂn'—flfmﬁarf;
ties— Population.

AN inquiry into the origin of a people, when
directed by sound judgment, and deduced from
sources of anthentic information, never fails both
to interest and instruct. To be descended from re-~

nowned progenitors, if nota just, is at least a pre-
vailing cause of exultation to nations as well as
individuals. This vanity, pardonable when restrain-
ed within the bounds of moderation and truth, be-
comes a fault as well as a folly, when 1t transgresses
them. That this country was peopled at a very
early period, there is abundant testimony to prove ;
that it never possessed that degree of civilization, .
which can alone give celébrity to a people, we may
confidently venture to pronounce. A nation so cir-
cumstanced could not fail to have left some durable
monuments of its fame, whereas all those of high

antiquity

f,@i Ya \
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antiquity, which remain, are only memorials of the
rude and barbarous. Where authentic records are
wanting, deductions from fanciful analogies, and
casual points of resemblance, must be admitted
with caution; as illustrations they may be useful,
as authorities they have little weight. Curious and
amusing we must frequently allow them to be, but
to be pleased, andyg be convinced, are two very dif-
ferent things, and the ingenious disquisitions of the
antiquary will often demand our praise, while they
fail to obtain our assent. History and probability
ynite in representing these islands as having been
peopled from the neighbouring parts of the Conti-
nent. Julius Emﬁﬁr, whe first carried the Roman
eagle into Great Britain, is the earliest writer that
has described that eountry and its inhabitants. The
similarity of the natives along the sea.coast to their
neighbours, on the corresponding parts of the Con-
tinent, was noticed by him. The subject of their

arigin 1s more largely discussed by Tacitus, who ac-
companied another Roman general to the same sta-
von. To the inhabitants of Great Britain he
ascribes a threefold descent, according with its ap-
proximation to the Continent, and evinced by their
similitude in manners, features, and language. The
south-west parts he supposes to have been peopled
from Spain, the eastern from Gaul, and the northern

l from
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from Germany. The inbabitants of Ireland, ac-
cording to the accounts be had received of it, re-
sembled those of Great Britain. It was therefore
peopled nearly in the same manner, with this diffe-
rence, that, while its south and south-west coasts
might have received their inhabitants directly from
Spain, the other parts were peopled through the
medium of Great Britain. This account, probable
in itself and supported by such testimony, agrees
with the received and favorite opinion, that the in-
habitants of the south and south-west parts of this
county are of Spanish descent. The more modera
relations of this derivation are mixed with fable and
fiction, but the fact itself seems sufficiently esta-
blished. But, however descended, the inhabitants of

either island had little to boast of for a long time

after the Romans became acquainted with them.
That Ireland possessed no great celebrity in their
days, is less evident from their writings than their
actions, as it may be presumed, that an island of
such extent would not have been overlooked by
that ambitious people, had it been worth the con-
quest. The reduction, according to Tacitus, would
have been easily effected, one of its -EhiEfS, who at-
tended Agricola, having assured hi.m, that it might
be accomplished by a single legion.

3 Its
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Its internal history after this period is but a dis-
austing detail of treacherous and petty warfare be-
tween contending native chiefs, or with ferocious
Northern invaders, who seem to have had no other
object of pursuit themselves, no other employment
for their harassed dependants, than war and plun-
der. After the introduction of Christianity into
these islands, the remote and less disturbed situation
of Ireland for a long time afforded a secure retreat
to 1ts professors, in consequence of which monkish
learning flourished here, and many religious houses
were builty of which some monuments still remain.
This was anera, of which the Irish may with some jus-
tice be proud, though there is reason to think, that

it was rather the pride of the Church, than of the
people, md-lfhat neither learning nor refinement
extended far beyond her walls. But what the monks

wanted in useful, they made up in agreeable infor-
mation by composing a number of legends, with
no very scrupulous regard to truth or probability.
Whether it is to be ascribed to their deficiency of
instruction, or to the harassing inroads of invading
enemies, or perhaps to both; certain it is, thatin
the reign of Henry II. the great body of the peo-
ple were in a state very little removed from barba-
rous. The chiefs, indeed, lived in a degree of rude
splendour, accompanied by their bards and harpers,

the
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the latter of whom are celebrated by an English
writer, who was a witness of their performance, for

ancommon excellence in the musical art.  Even in
the time of Elizabeth, Spenser, whose long resi-
dence in this country séems to have given him an
affectionate interest in its concerns, drew a picture
of the popular manners, by no means flattering to.
national vanity, That they have not yet wholly
emerged from rudeness, will, however, be considered
as no reproach, if we consider them as in their pro-
gress to a degree of civilization hitherto unattained.
They only, who invest them with glory never enjoy-
ed, and arts never possessed, convey a severe,
thﬂugh unintended censure upnn'ﬂlﬁi: :ﬂ&gﬂumnf.e
The progress of their advancement, since the means
have been aflorded, has, in reality, been very rapid;
and perhaps no country can be named, in which
improvement in the elegant, as well as useful arts,
is more happily accelerating, That those means
were long withheld by jealous and mistaken policy,
must be a matter of regret; that there is such a ge-
neral disposition to take advantage of them, now
that they are offered, is a rational cause of exulta-
tion. Instead, therefore, of afﬁ:-rdingﬂ food to dis-
content by a mortifying display of former great-
ness, it should be the laudable object of the true

patriot to represent them as having lost nothing,

K 2 that
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that was worth retaining, and as possessing oppor-
tunities, which turbulence alone can disappoint, of
acquiring an ample shayre of fame and prosperity,
by a sedulous attention te the pursuits of industry,
I wounld not however be understood, as representing
the antiquities of Ireland to be unworthy the re-
search of the curious; they afford matter of plea-
sant, as well as useful knowledge, and to the lover
of his country are the more interesting, for the con-
trast they exhibit between its pristine and its present
situation, for shewing, not what he has lost, but what

In reading the account, which Tacitus has left of
the manners of the ancient Germans, an author,
whose peculiar sagacity, eloquence, and erudition
were eminently qualified for the task, one is struck
with many points of resemblance still discovera-
ble between them and the natives of this country, |
a branch of the same original stock.* ¢ In every

¥ house

* ¥ In ommi domo nudi ae sordidi, in hos artus, in haee corpora, que
miramur, excrescunt. Sua quemeue mater uberibus alit, nec ancillis
ac nutricibus delegantur,=Dominum ac servom pullis educatiouis de-
liciis cognoscas—inter eadem pecora, in evdem humo degunt. ——
Quemcunque mortaliom arcere tecto nefas habetur, Notum T
tumque, quantum ad jus hospitii, nemo discernit.—Cibi simplices—
adversus sitin nwon cadem temperaniia. Diem NOGLEmGUe conlinuare
potando nulhi probrum.  Crebim ut inter vinolentos rixe, raro convi-

cis, swpius cacde & vulneribus transiguntar,  Sed et de roconcilins.
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“ house the children, naked and dirty, grow up
“ into that muscular form we so much admire.—
“ Every mother suckles her own child, which is ne-
“ ver delegated to maids or nurses. The master
“ and servant are distinguished by no delicate dif-
“ ferences of education—they live among the sane
“ beasts, and on the same floor, To deny to any per-
“ son entrance into their house, is deemed a crime.
“ Between the stranger and the acquaintance there
“ is no distinction in point of hospitality. Simple in
“ their food, they are intemperate in their liquor,
“ To pass whole days and nights in drinking, con-
“ veys no reproach, - Drunkenness, as usual, causes
“ many quarrels, which, seldom hnding vent in
“ words, more frequently terminate in death and
“ wounds. Yet to reconcile enmities, and to make
“ up alliances, merry meetings are again for
“ the most part resorted to.” The striking co-
mcidence of this description with the present man-
ners of our people might induce one to suppose,
were not the original quoted, that it had been drawn
upon the spot by a careful observer.

The

dis invicem mimicitiis, et jungendis affinitatibus, plerimgue in con,
vivis consultum.” This parallel is mixed with many eircam-
stances of dissimilitwdle in the original, for likeness can only be expect-
ed in such things as have not been materially altered by new lywg
apd ‘modes of life, and & dificrent religion,
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The perpetual enmity, that subsisted formerly be-
tween rival tribes, when every petty chieftain lived
v a state of constant hostility with his neighbour,
established a spirit of contentious emulation, of
which too many traces still remain. The chiefs, in-
deed, are gone; the original and creating cause
has disappeared ; but the effect produced has not as
vet followed it.  The former incentive to combat
was the ambition of the leader; it is now the supe-
riority of the party. Places of public resort, and
particularly fairs, are the scenes chosen for a trial
of strength, as affording to the victors the fairest
opportunity of exhibiting their prowess before ad-
miring multitndes. They afford also a ready sub-
stitute for the spirit-stirring drum, in the no less
necessary preparative of the valour-raising whiskey.
Here they assemble in large bodies, genenally
armed with cudgels, but sometimes with weapons
of a more deadly nature. 'The nature of the war-
fare is seldom very creditable to the gallantry of
the combatants, who, generally avoiding a fair and
equal engagement, seek only for an opportunity of
surprising.  Should a small number, or even an in-
dividual of the opposite party, unfortunately come
in the way, they are threshed with as little remorse,
and as much perseverance, as a sheaf of corn. No
mercy is ever extended to a fallen enemy, who of-

ten
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ten owes his life to the number of his ussailants.
too elose and crowded to inflict a fatal blow —

Grounds of contention cin never be wanting among
people, in whose memory is carefully deposited the
disgrace of a former defeat, and the dear hope of
future vengeance. It is not uncommon to see pes-
sons of opposite factions live in the same neigh-
bourhood for years, in apparent barmony, until

some conflict between their respective parties calls

forth the latent enmity, and ranges each man upon
his proper side. Mutual indictments succeed,
which, when both parties are tired of law, usnally
end in mutual reconciliation, to be followed at some
future period by mutual hostility. Thus is the
spirit kept alive, to the disgrace as well as injury of
the country, the laws of which, thongh of late more
regularly enforced, have not yet been able to eradi-
cate it. By the inhabitants of countries long civi-
lized, and to which similar outrages are unknown,
such scenes of disorder are justly regarded with sur-
prise and abhorrence. They cannot without asto-
nishment behold a continnance of barbarous and
sanguinary conflicts, in which neither party has any
thing to gain, in which both bave much to lose.—
The philosopher, whose more enlarged views consi-
der man in the abstract, will easily account for it
on the principle of habit, the powerful influence of

which



32 STATISTICAL SURVEY

which on the human mind is justly called a second
nature. To him it will appear, that they continue
it as a custom, among many others, derived from a
rude ancestry, whose descendants are not yet suff-
ently liberalized to conquer deep mortal prejudices.
Perhaps, he will discern in their untutored minds
the seeds of that contentious spirit, inseparable,
fear, from humanity, which in the higher region of
life assumes the splendid names of fame and glory.
Disgraceful and absurd in petty clanship, it alters
its nature as it ascends, and, when potentates cons
tend, becomes exalted into * pride, pomp, and cir-
cumstance of glorious war.” The hero of the sword
will often find, at the end of his career, with infinitely
more cause of remorse, as little ground for happy
reflection, as the hero of the cudgel. Fortunate
would it be for mankind, were the excesses of the
former as easily restrained ; but what shall bind the
power, which over-rules law itself? |

The turbulence of those petty disturbers is, how-
ever, considerably abated, and, by the progress of

industry, and a vigorous execution of the laws, will,

it is to be hoped, soon be entirely removed. Even
now it subsists only in a few families, priding them-
selves on their collective strength and numerous affi-
nities.  When clanship subsisted in full vigour un-
der the direction of rival leaders, there was not a

nman
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man unattached, either from choice or necessity, to
a party. At present, the far.greater number of the
people takes no interest in these femcinusﬁfqmil_',*
broils.

The inhabitants of this county are, in general,
of the middle size; muscular in their limbs, and
capable of enduring great fatigue. Continually
exposed to wet and cold, accustomed to poor and
simple fare, sleeping on a damp floor, upon straw
or rushes, for few know the luxury of a bed, the
common people are able to bear, without injury,
what by others would be considered almost intole-
rable hardships. Men, as well as women, (the

richer farmers excepted) perform all their jour: ya
on foot, and never complain of fatigue, though often

nnder the pressure of heavy burthens. Such as
make a trade of carrying messages will continue
their speed with unabated vigour, for almost any
length of time. Fifty English miles a day is
reckoned no very extraordinary performance for an
active footman. In the western parts of the county
the mail was often carried by pedestrians, who tra-
velled at a very quick pace, and for very moderate
hire. The women are, in general, as clumsy in
their legs, as the men are well-formed ; a circum-
stance that seems very remarkable, and may per-
baps be in some measure owing to their carrying

[ heavy
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heavy burthens, and sitting so much on their hams,
In childhood both sexes are equally well-limbed ;
the women, when young, have olten comely faces,
but, marrying early, living in smoaky cabins, and
always bearing children, they soon get an old and
w:thered look. In beauty of countenance, as well
as neatness of appearance, both sexes are very in-
ferior to the common people of England, but the
most striking cantrast between the inbabitants of
the two islands appears in the superiority of the
English in cleanliness, decorum, the order and
decencies of life, 7here, in the dwelling of the
meanest peasant, is found a degree of neatness and
propriety, that, while it materially increases Liis
comforts, gives a most pleasing idea of the happy
state of civilization, to which the country is arrived.
Here, their ideas of enjoyment seem to go no far-
ther than bare subsistence ; every thing within and
without the dwelling is dirty in the extreme, and .
even among the richer farmers the comforts of
cleanliness are for the most part disregarded. IPo-
verty would be no excuse for such conduct, were it
even canfined ta the poor, for cleanliness may be
attained without cost. It is, in reality, ascribable to
jonorance, to early habits, to a remnant of that
barbarism, in which their forefathers were involved.
An entire change in the manners of a people must

he
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be a work of time; but it is a change, which we
may reasonably hope that time, by the diffusion of
useful knowlege, and the gradunal improvement of
their manners, will at length happily effect.

In their disposition, the inhabitants of this coun-
ty are lively and cheerful, grave and gloomy tem-
pers being seldom found among them. They are
fond of sports of every kind, and particularly of
dancing, in which they commonly move with ease
and alacrity, always keeping exact time to the mu-
sic. They are not less remarkable for a continual
flow of conversation, which is seldom intermitted,
though there be but two persons in company. Half
a dozen English farmers will drink their ale, and
smoke, for hours with little interchange of words.
When the glass goes round among an equal num-
ber of Irishmen, the dithculty is to find a listener.
Except in towns, they seldom use any language but

Irish, and even in some of the best cultivated dis- X

tricts most of the people can speak no other.—
They are however willing enough to send their chil-

dren to school, when an opportunity offers, though

~ the little they learn there is frequently forgot soon

after their return to their parents, Iun their native
language they are generally clear and fluent in
expression, though proverbially reproached as blun-
derers in English, from their imperfect acquaintance

L. 4 with
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with its idioms. All these circumstances evince 2
possession of qualities, capable of conferring, under
proper regulations, a very considerable portion of
social enjoyment. When instruction shall have en-
lightened their minds, when their slovenly and rude
manners shall have given place to a love of order
and decorum, and when they shall have known
how to. value and enjoy the hlessil:gs of industry
and peace, we may venture to say, that they will
have no cause to envy the inhabitants of any coua-
try under heaven. To promote these desirable pur-
poses, will be the steady object of liberal landlords,

and a wise government. _

Ameong other national failings, they are reﬁm[lr
ed with an addiction to thieviugl, and not withost
some cause. For this I can offer but one palliation,
but it is a very strong one, poverty.—Though we
must condemn the vice in the abstract, we cannot
avoid making some allowance in the particular
Femptations are strong or weak, according toa
man’s wants ; and it is not the general, but the rela-
~ tive value of ‘a thing, that excites the strong desire
to attain it. He, who would spurn at the ideaof
unjustly H:quiring' fifty pounds, might find his vir-
tue staggered 'by an opportunity of acquiring @
thousand. The poor man, who has not wherewith-
al to dress his supper, and sees a brood of children

cry Ing
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round him for food, should not be too hastily blamed,
though he steals a fagzot from his neighbour’s hedge.
What originates in necessity, is often continued
from habit ; and what is frequently committed, comes
at last to be considered as involving litde crimi-
nality. The obvions mode of correcting this fault
is to better their condition.

There are however other practices of this nature,
admitting no apology, and to be accounted for on
~ other principles. Sheep-stealing is still very com-
:;E mon, and even cows are sometimes ventured upon
& by marauders, who generally drive their booty l:lny
3 night to a great distance from the place of capture.
-q.-. ~ These depredations exhibit a remaining vestige of
2 former manners. In past times of turbulence and
disorder, stealing was a sort of trade, and many
parties lived professedly by plunder, “ The Irish,”
says Spenser, “ almost all boast themselves to be
“ gentlemen, no less than the Welch, so that if one

- “can derive his descent from the head of a sept, as
y “ most of them can, so expert are their bards, he

“ considereth himself a gentleman, and scorneth to
“ work, which he says is the life of a peasant or
“ churl, but thenceforth becometh either an horse-
“ boy, or stoocal, to some kern (common Irish sol-
“ dier) ennring himself to his weapon, and the gen-
“lemanly trade of stealing. So that if a gentle-

“marn,
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“ man, or any wealthy yeoman, have any childrem,
“ the eldest perhaps shall be kept in some order,
"¢ Lut all the rest shall shift for themselves, and fall
“ to this occupation.” The trade having now fallen
into meaner hands, and become fortunately obnoxi-
ous to its original encouragers, there is the greater
hope that we shall soon see it entirely discontinued.

The frequent intemperance of our people in the
article of drinking, as it materially affects the ge-
neral welfare, is not more a fault than a misfortune.
This is the common vice of the savage, who never
rejects an opportunity of intoxication; and I am
afraid, we must be content to allow, that in this re-
spect something of the savage is still discermble
among us. To remove the propensity to drink 1s,
perhaps, hopeless ; all that can be done, is to give it
a more favourable turn, by substituting, as much as
possible, malt liquor for ardent spirits. The for-
mer affords the labouring man a wholesome and
refreshing beverage, and, even in large doses, seems
productive. of little injury. The latter inflames to
s degree of madness, producing idleness, turbulence,
and riot. The degree of exhilaration, produced by
fermented liquors taken moderately, may not be
unpleasing ; but the folly, the phrenzy, and the
nausea, occasioned by excess, ought in the estima-

tion of common sense to excite disgust and abhior-

rence.
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rence. I'hese, how ever, are not the worst, the most
pernicious consequence of all being the destruc-
tion of health, that first of nature's blessings, with-
out which there is no solid enjoyment of the rest.
It is with great pleasure I here take an opportunity
of remarking the happy reformation, that has of
late years taken place in the manners of the gentry
of this county. T'o make his guests drunk, was for-
merly reckoned by almost every entertainer a ne-
~ cessary part of bis hospitality, Doors were often
locked, to prevent the flincher’s escape, and, when
the host's head was a strong one, general intoxica-
tion was unavoidable. To modern manners these
excesses are unknown, and the higher ranks of this
country are now as much distinguished for modera-

tion,, as they formerly were for intemperance.

The population of this county is very considera-
ble, and within the last forty years has increased
in a degree, perhaps not to be equalled in any
country, which has received so little accession to its
numbers from extraneous causes. America expe-
riences a yearly influx of adventurers; in conse-
quence of the encouragement her immense extent
of uncultivated territory affords, while eur augmen-
tation is owing to natural means alone, The pecu-
liarr_{liifumuce between England and this island is,
that, there, the population appears most in the

LOWNS ;
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towns; here, it is chiefly in the country. Large
towns drain the surrounding country of its inhabi-
tants, not only by the encouragement they offer to
workmen, but also by being themselves unfavourable
to the rearing of children. Cork, indeed, by its
admirable situation for trade, appears to have kept
pace with the most flourishing cities of Europe;
but, with a few exceptions, the other towns of this
county scem to be rather stationary than progres-
sive. In populous districts, small towns may find
support from supplying the wants of the vicinage;

large ones can only be maintained by commerce or
manufactures,* neither of which have been as yet
extensively established here, In England, the great
demand for labour, in the different manufactories,
employs all the superfluous hands, which can be
spared from agriculture. Here, for want of such
employment, farms are over-stocked, and every
man becomes a tiller of the ground for his subsist-
ence, :The farmer, who has half a dozen sons, may,
perhaps, for one or two of them find trades; the
rest are provided for by an equal partition of his

land. By such means, the farmers of this county
are

€ 1 should perhaps have added fashion, by means of which some
tewns have rapidly attained a considerable degree of prosperity.  This
wunetimes fluctuating cause of advantement may, however, be mok-
od under the bead of commerce, from the encouragement jt affords
to shopkerpers amd ariisans.
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are, for the most part, reduced to petty cottagers;
a system that must continue as long, as the circum-
stances which occasion it. The inconveniences, that
necessarily arise from grounds thus everpeopled,

~ would, it might be imagined, give rise to a spirit

of emigration, and induce some of the persons, so
crowded together, to seek a better fortune in dis-
tant climes; vyet this is by no means the case. As
Jong as subsistence can be procured, and in this re-
spect their desires are very moderate, nothing can

. induce them to quit the favourite spot, on which

they were born. Among a peasantry so circum-
stanced one would, at least, expect to find an easy
supply of recruits for the army and navy, in both
of which, setﬁng aside the casualties of war, com-
forts and ease are enjoyed, far superior to any they
possess, Yet from this class few recruits are ob-
tained for either, the far greater number being pro-

cured in towns among dissolute tradesmen, and
idle apprentices. It is difhicult to say what consti-

tutes the happiness of man: the condition of the
labouring poor, as well as of these petty cottagers,
seems very far removed from a state of felicity, Yet,
except under occasional instances of harsh treat-
ment from their landlords and employers, or, in
the more distressing case of sickness, by which their
families are reduced to extreme indigence from the

1 | INtermission
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intermission of their labour, they are neither dis
contented, mor unhappy. Affectionately attached
to their native soil, no idea seems really distressing
but that of leaving it, and as long as this can be
avoided, they bear wthout repining all the other
evils of their lot. Thus it would appear, that hap-
piness may sometimes be found in situations appa-
rently most uncongenial ; often vainly sought in
wealth, and pomp, and power, it reposes in the hut
of the patient and laborious cottager. Slavery
alone, destroying every principle of dignity and in-
dependence, presents a situation absolutely incom-
patible with the attainment of happiness. It may
have its comforts, it may even have its splendour,
but he, whose only law is the will of another, can
never be happy. The degree of liberty enjoyed
by the meanest, under a government so mild as this,

has no small tendency to strengthen their natural
attachment to the soil. The poor man must work,

it is true, but then he may change his master, and
is not, as formerly, the vassal of an imperious chiel-
tain. He feels no absolute compulsion, but what
results from his own necessities, nor apprehends
any edict, which shall tear him from the bosom of
his family, and send him to fight even the necessary
battles of his country. As far as circumstances wil
admit, he enjoys the azunc freedom of action as his

supe 1075,
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superiors, confined by no restraint, but what the

laws ‘impose for general security. Following the
dictates of unsophisticated nature, he marries to

gratify himself, and in a group of smiling children
often experiences a delight unknown to many of his
superiors. He has his days of rest, and his hours
of recreation, and if his industry produces any fruits
they are his own. This, it is true, is the fair side
of the picture, but as it presents nothing, which
may not be attained, that hope, which springs eter-
nal in the human breast, encourages every man at
the outset of life to flatter himself, that it may be
his lot.  If the'morning brightness of the prospect
becomes but too frequently clouded, even in con-
ditions of fairer promise, it is no wonder that disap-
pointment should often overtake that humble state,

which possesses so little resource against the com-

mon calamities of life.

Itis difficult to ascertain the population of ancient
times—one thing only can be certainly known, that
it could not have borne any comparison with the
present. Without towns, agriculture, or commerce,
the inhabitants of a country cannot be very nume-

~ rous, because they cannot have the means of sub-
sistence. In the earlier ages, neither arts nor agri-

culture could have made much progress among a
people so restless and turbulent, and in a country

¥ 2 consisting
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consisting of little else than mountain and forest.—
Of that period there are no documents, whereon can
be formed any probable estimate of their numbers,
Later times afford more satisfactory grounds for cal-
culation. From the ruins of the old parochial
churches the curions might collect, with some pre.
cision, the number of inhabitants this county cop-
tained before the Reformation. Of most of these,
which were very small buildings, sufficient vestiges
remain to ascertain their original dimensions. Pre-
suming that every church was sufficient to hold its
parishinners, it ﬁgqld not be difficult to collect
the probable numbers in each parish. Such a com-
putﬁ!_:’mn would make the former number fall very
short of the present, too great, in many parishes, 1
be contained in ten of the old churches. Spenser,
whose authority is unquestionable, so late as the
reign of Elizabeth, represents this county as cover-
ed with woods, and the natives wandering with their
flocks, like the ancient Scythians. From the same
author’s plan for the defence of Munster, not only
against the Irish then hostile to the Queen’s govern-
ment, hut also against an apprehended invasion of
the Spaniards, may be formed some judgment of
the native population, The number of soldiers re-
quired for this purpose he rates at one thousand,
viz, “ ane hundred at Bantry, for internal and ex-

ternal
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ternal defence; the same number at Castlemayne,
a convenient station for keeping all Desmond and
Kerry; at Kilmore, two hundred, to break the nest
of thieves there, and answer alike for the counties
of Limerick and Cork; another hundred at Cork,

as well to command the town, as to be ready for
foreign occasion ; two hundred at Waterford forthe

same purposes; a like number in the country of the
Burkes, near Arlo and Muskerry Quirk, to guard
the passes, through which thieves carried their plun-
der to and from Munster; the remainder in Tip-
perary where, though not then, they miglt soon be
wanted.” When we consider the inadequacy of
such a force in the same district, during the late re-
bellion, thongh so respectable a number of the na-

tives were ranged on the side of government, it will
lead us to eonclude, that the whole of the popula-
tion in his ime must have been very greatly infe-
rior to what it is now.

The present population of this county, though
not easily calculable to absolute arithmetical preci-
sion, admits a degree of ascertainment s0 near the
truth, as to answer all the purposes of the curious,
or statistical enquirer. To my friend, Thomas
Newenham, Esq. from whose laborious and diligent
researches the public has lately derived most useful

and important information, I am indebted for

many
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many valuable communications on this, as well as

other subjects. The gross amount of houses in the
county and city of Cork, as returned by Thomas
Wray, Esq. inspector-general of hearth-money in
+ 1791, was 76,739.%

From various calculations made in town and coun-
try, Mr. Newenham is induced to fix the ratage
of population at six to a house, which, I believe, may

be considered as a just computation. In some pa-

rishes within the city of Cork the average rate ex-
ceeded eight, in inferior towns he found it to be
over six; and in Cloghnikilty I compute it to ex-
eced seven.  Five to a house is the usnal computa-
tion of country residents, and, in general, it seems
to be a fair ratage; Mr. Newenham's information
shews, that in several places it falls below the rea-
lity. Including therefore town and country, we

cannot
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cannot be far from truth in fixing it at six. The
inhabitants of this county therefore, in 1791, may
be considered as amounting to 460,43¢ Mr. N,
in his Inquiry into the progress and magnitude of
the population of Ireland infers from various docu-
ments, that it doubles in forty-six years. This cal-
culation, he observes, will give a present population
of 620,578, which, when the causes assigned for
the late rapid increase of our people are considered,
ought rather to fall short of, than exceed their ac-
tual amount.

The great increase of inhabitants in this county,
within the last thirty years, will appear more re-
markable from a comparison with other parts of the
United kingdom. So many years have elapsed since
I first travelled through Wales, a country in which,
from its similarity in other respects, one might ex-
pect a similar advance of population. Yet this does,
not scem to be by any means the case. In passing
through it about four years ago, there appeared lit-

tle reason to believe, that the number of its inhabi-

tants had received much addition, Some towns,
particularly on the Bristol Channel, have been en-
larged and improved, owing some part of their in-
creasc to the migration of Irish families during the
rebellion, but the greater number seems to stand

analtered. In the country the stvle of ﬂgrimﬂtun:
appeared
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appeareﬁ to have improved considerably, without
much apparent increase of population. Yet I do
not know, that Wales has been much drained of its
inhabitants either by emigration, or the demand for
labour in England, they being also remarkable for
attachment to their native soil. Within this period,
general appearances would induce one to believe,
that the increase here has been fourfold at least.*

For this rapid augmentation the following causes
may be assigned :—increased industry—facility of
subsistenée—the custom of marrying at an early
age—the general aversion to emigvation—and the
happy use of inoculation for the small-pox.

Among the articles of Irish subsistence, the great
staple commodity is pntntnes, which now make the
principal prnrt of their food for the whole year.—
Formerly the use of them was limited to parti.:ull.r
seasons, oatmeal having been used in spring and

sumimer. The method of raising potatoes from
seed

* That our papulation has admitted an extraordinary increass with-
in the number of years above mentonsd, is evident to every cye 5o
long uccastomed to the view of the country. Mr. Newenham's r-
lio 1s bowever founded on grounds of much safer credit than mere
appearance, and therefore, at least, with respect to the island at
large, more conconant to.truth and reality. In this county [ am
confident the increase has been greater. 1 think 1 do not excesd the
truth in saying, that the present number of houses, in many places
Lam sequainted with, surpassis that of those existing farty years
450, 1™ the proportion of four to ope,
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seed has produced a great variety, some kinds of
which are found to retain their soundness to the en-

suing season. This excellent root is daily getting

into greater esteem in all parts of the empire, but
the English, in general, have but an imperfect idea
of its value. The potatoes of their growth are, for
the most part, watery and ill-flavoured, while those
raised here are pleasant, mealy, and nourishing.—
They are boiled, without being cut orskinoed, overa
slow fire, and always eat while hot, being muchless
palatable when they cool. The labour, which the
poor are able to undergo, frequently without any
other kind of food, is abundant testimony of their
strength, and such as can add & small quantity of
flesh, fish, or milk, do not, and indeed need nﬁt,
desire a better fare. The usual abundance of their
produce secures to the most indigent the daily cer-

" tainty of a full meal, without any art ‘or trouble of
" cooking. In other countries to make provision for

a family is so serious an undertaking, that marriage
is seldom ventured on ‘at an early age, or until a
man has acquired a competence sufficient for its
support. Here marriage is delayed by no want, ex-
cept sometimes the want of money enough to pur-
chase a license—to Providence and their potatoe
garden they commit the rest. Children abundantly

- follow, for barreness is almost unknown among the

N lower
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Jower classes. These prevailing causes of 1ncreas-
ing population are further pramoted by their love of
bome, and the universal custom of inoculating chil:
dren for the small-pox, a disorder, which was once
little less injurious in its ravages than the plague.
«OF peculiar customs, derived from antiquity, some
remains are to be found. In addition to those al-
rcady observed, - the most remarkable is that of
howling at funerals still practised in this county, by
woamen only, a certain number of whom attend at
every funeral, and, though often wholly unconnected
with the deceased, break out at intervals into pas-
sionate shrieks of loud lamentation. The cries
. commence at the death of the person, and are con-
tinued occasionally until the grave is closed, except
on ﬂ:guigbthd‘minmnt, called the wake,
when the ‘meeting has more the complexion of
mirth than sorrow. The room, where the body s
laid oyt dressed in white, is filled with people, re-

galing themselves with liquor and tobacco, and chat-
ting on various topics, one of which is the praise of
the deceased. Their attachment to this custom is
50 strong as frequently to expose them to great dan-
ger, no apprehension of infection from the most
walignant discase being sufficient to prevent their
crowdipg into the houses of the deceased. In
every class of life, except where privacy is express-

| ¥
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ly enjoined, fuweral honours are paid to the dead,
who are always attended to the tomb by the people
of the vicinage. This mark of respect 1s ambiti-
ously sought for by more than the common people;
and it is considered as conferring na small honour
an the deceased, to say that he had a large funeral,

Another custom, evidently of pagan. original,
though tradition retains no mewory of its cause,_is
that of lighting fires on every Midsumnier's eve,
now commonly dane by bays, who play and shout

~ around them. The sun, so naturally an object of

adoration to the savage, claims tie hanour of this
annual illumination.*

Witches and fairies were unqa great dmheq nﬂ
public quiet, in this as well as other countries,. The
farmer have been lang discarded, the latter are but,
barely remembered. = The dactrine of emens, haw-,
ever, has still a large class of disciples, same af,
whom rank above the-vy gar more in condition than,
in sentiment, Good and had--iuck__.n.m supposed to, ..
attach to particular days, anl maay trifling things .

N3 have,

¥ Holy wells, the patronage of which has I;:n_: since devolved from 3
the Nainds of the fount to the sainta'of the calendar, are shill regort. .

rd to; the blessing of the saint, to which that of the priest is sumne-
times added, being supposed to impart much virtue to the waters.—

The far greater number of attendants, however, are infliegerd by con.
suleralions, in which sanctity hag very littie cuncern, They meet to
make merry, which in frequent interpretation 15, to driok and fi ht.
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have the credit of a similar designation. Though
all are equally foolish, the result of some is bene-
ficial. Few things offer stronger temptation of theft
to the lower classes than iron and timber, yet plows
and their tackle may remain in the field withont
any fear of being made free with, protected by the
ill fortune supposed to aitend that theft; farmers
are less indebted to another omen, which represents
it as unlucky to plow across old ridges.

Though the Protestants of this county are very
numerous, ihe great body of the people, particu-
Jarly the peasantry; are Roman Catholics. A recol-
lection of the times, when their religion was predo-
minant both in church and state, may naturally be
supposed to cherish some secds of enmity towards
the ascendant party, which however, unless kept
alive b?fﬁ&? or imprudence, will gradually fall
to decay. Interest is man’s ruling principle, and
collectively taken they seldom sacrifice a certamn 1
a speculative good. Security and comfort are the
utmost objects of the people’s ambition, who, if
they enjoy these, will not be very anxious to in-
quire from what description of governors and land-
lords they proceed. Under such circumstances
though rebellion may arise, it will never originate
with the people. Artifice and inflammation may

excite them to support it, but it will owe its birth
| o
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to other causés than their discontent or disaffection.
Even under Elizabeth, when their condition was so
infinitely beneath what it is now, Spenser does them
the justice to observe, that “ all the rebellions,
which we see from time to time happen in Ireland,
are not begun by the common people, but by the
lords and captains of counties, upon pride and wil-
ful obstinacy against government.” The truth of
this observation has been fully exemplified in the
circumstances of the late rebellion. An abundanee
of turbulent leaders was supplied by the phrenzy of
French revolution. By them every mﬂde, that
could irritate the prejudices and inflame the passions
of the people, was most industriously employed. The
contagion of democracy was so widely diffused,
that the steadiest friends of establishment began al-
most to despair of its security. Yet were the pea-
santry with difhculty induced to join a cause, so li-
beral in promise, and so confident of suceess. Their
organization was generally slow, and frequently re-
luctant, and though: they did fall into the snare,
they were the last that were corrupted.

But the disorders of democracy carried their an-
tidote aiong with them. The baneful eperations of
that spirit, now laid by the spells of a very potent
magician, are ﬁuwerful dissnasives from the desire
of revolution. Other nations, at least, will listen

with
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with eaution and distrust to the insidious doctrines
of political reformation. What may be the futore
destiny of that country, which in so short 2 space
has experienced such extremes, it is hard to say.
Popaiar licentiousness, too unsteady to be perma-
nent, natorally leads to single despotism. The
abused authority of a despot way produce a change,
but it will probably be only a change ot masters—
This at least is the conclusion, which experence
warrants us to draw from the common nature of a

it

military government,

With respect to our own situation, there is every
reason to think, that the impression made by those
awful scenes has been tranquillizing and salutary.
I am inclined to believe, that many persons, Pro-
testant as well as Catholie, were imposed upon by
the plausibility of republican principles, and in-
duced 1o support the late confederacy from honest
though mistaken motives. They must be blind -
deed, whose eyes are not naw completely apened.
To the far greater number of its supporters the suc-
~ cess of the conspiracy would bave been more cala-
mitous than the discomfiture. Nothing but invasion
seems now capable of materially affecting owr inter-
nal tranquillity, 1 see among the Roman Catholic
gentry - of this county a liberal and manly spirit of

support o the comman cause, the sincerity of which
It
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it would be preposterous to doubt. They would be
chargeable with folly as well as duplicity to think or
act otherwise. Security of property, and a govern-
ment by established Jaws, are possessions teo im-
portant to be risqued, were there even a chance of
improvement by the change. The state of mo-
dern Europe offers but one choice, subjection to
the British constitution, or submission to a despot,
It requires no depth of undersianding to determine
the preference, - | |
Among the inhabitants of this eounty isa great
intermixture of English blood ; besides the follow-
ers of Strongbow, whose descendants have long
ranked among the most powerful Irish families, the
greater number if not all the towns were built and
colonized by the English. To these may be added

those adventurers, whose services were rewarded by
conguered and forfeited lands. All these brought

many followers, who, as well as the inbabitauts of
towns, gradually intermarried with the natives. In
consequence we find abundance of English sur-

names in all parts of the country. Spenser ob-

seres, that in his time numbers of the English had
by intermixture with the Trish adopted their dress
and manners, and he complains of them as the most

rude and intractable of any. Still, however, the
principal names of the old Irish families remain,

2IN¢
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some of whose descendants retain a portion of an-
cient property. It has been supposed, that a strong
motive for rebellion exists in the hope these stil

 entertain of recovering the possessions of their an-

cestors, and that maps of the old divisions of pro.
perty are for that purpose carefully preserved. That
there are such maps, and that there may be such

~ expectations, [ am not prepared to deny, but I can-

not think that much danger is to be apprehended
from either. Besides that most of the present Ca-
tholic proprietors derive under titles, to which such
claims would be very injurious, the difficulty, or ra-
ther the impossibility, of adjusting those claims for-
bids us to harbour any serious apprehension on that
account. The Danes, at no very distant period,

on their children. After so many changes and such

length of possession, the pretensions of both seem
to be equally futile.

The lower orders of people have long been
the habit of paying very submissive deference to
their superiors, ecclesiastical as well as civil ; every
Pﬂﬂﬂﬂ; calling himself a gentleman, not only ex-

‘pected immediate obedience to his mandate, but
" often for the most trifling offence, and sometimes

for no offence at all, inflicted manual punishment,

without
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without the smallest apprehiension of resistance on
the part of the sifférer. The same mode of chas-
. tisement was frequently adopted by the priest, in
addition to the more formidable correction of his
spiritual authority. Prosecutions at law were never
thought of being resorted to, but when the parties
were nearly on a level. These practices were, in
a great measure, derived from their former state of
¥ vassalage under petty chiefs, whose ﬁuﬂmﬁty was
altogether oppressive and unbounded. Thej' are
every day falling into disuse, as well from the im~
proved mauners of the gentry, as from the amelio-
ruted condition of the people;, whose spirit always
rises with their situation. A condition so abject,
though always to be deplored, had however some
atlvantages to set in the scale againts its evils, Co-
ercion and restraint are necessary to keep the mul-
titude in awe, and preserve the harmony of social
combination. The most eligible subordination is
that, which arises from a regular administration of
justice, from cultivated minds, and decorous man-
ners. But where laws are neither regularly enforced,
nor generally understood, where the people are
sunk in rudeness and ignorance, any restraint is
useful, which keeps tlie impetuosity of untutored
passions within safe limits. One of its worst conse-
quences was that servility of mind, which abject

0 dependence
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dependence always inspires. He that cannot throw
off his servitude must endeavour to soften it; he
will flatter where he despises, and profess attach-
ment where he feels abhorrence. Accustomed to
disguise his sentiments, and speak the language of
falsehood, adulation and insincerity will at length
become a part of his character. Thus nature may
be reproached for faults, which were the offspring of
situation and bhabit. Many traces of this character
are still discernible among the common people,
The police of this county, if not as perfect as it
may be, stands however on a respectable foundation.
‘Theappointmentof an assistant barrister, witha power
of trying civil bills, has been a great improvement
to the administration of justice. The execution of
the law is also regularly promoted by a set of regu-
lar constables stationed in every district. Before
these changes took place, it was almost impossible
to convey a prisoner to gaol without a strong mili-
tary escort. To rescue a captive was an exploit,
which an Inshiman was as ready to undertake as the

renowned Don Quixote himself, and with as little

consideration for the motive of his arrest. It was
sufhcient for him that the man was a prisﬂnerr—ﬂlﬂ

cause and the consequences he recarded as little as

the knight of La Mancha.

In
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In the present administration of justice there is
no other cause of complaint, than that which arises
from the great extent of the county, which under
the present circumstances of increasing wealth and
population ought certainly to be divided. The in-
convenience, that many inhabitants must suffer from
the distance of the towns in which it is administered,
is too obvious to need enlargement. The expe-
~ diency of a division was suggested a great many
years ago, and though over-ruled at that time, when
the business was comparatively trifling, would now
probably meet the general wishes. -

- "Upon the whole it may be observed that, though
some strong traces of original feature remain, the
- people of this county are materially altered for the
better. Their idle and dissolute habits, characteris-
tic of all uncultivated people, have generallj,r given
place to the peaceful pursuits of laborious industry.
They are for the most part comfortably clad, and,
though sometimes bare-legged from choice, are sel-
dom so from necessity. Even their love of liquor
is daily taking a more favourable turn, and porter
has become a powerful rival to whiskey. To their
industrious exertions all parts of the county bear

testimony, and, whatever an intelligent observer may
think of their skill, he will see no great reason to
reproach their idleness.

0 ¢ CHAP.
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CHAP. 1IV.

Antiquities, previous and subsequent to Christianity.

THE antiquities of this county furnish the strong-
est internal ewdf:m:e of the rude state of its early

:uhahuant&. The ﬁrﬂt result uf sm:ml umuu is

h;:er.l nml cnmmudmus habnatmn As wealth and

luzuqr Increas?, huﬂdimgs ﬁulva.nr:e from Eﬂl]‘lu’EII.'l
ence n!ui ::qn_sifm't to henutj* nm:'l magnificence.—

I-E:i any improved state of pohncal society ever ex-
Iﬂl-E;d in a country Enssesﬁmg such abundant : and du-
ruhle mﬂ.tenals fur building, some vestiges of its
1mr'.|1:s wnuld stlll be d:scmerahle But of such
eitabl1ulzgqenm no dlEHnEt traces are to be found,
even m tlb:le ac:nuut_s uf thn-se, !-l’hl:l wnuld haye us
hehev.e that aucll a state of ciyilization dig actually
exist. Nor can their dlsappearam;:e he reasﬂnahl,'i
1mFuted to the dEﬁtrur.:twe hand of time, when so m#-

ny small and simple monuments of remoter ages ar¢
yet
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. yet remaining. The tranquil state of this country,
never known to have been disturbed by inunda-
tions, earthquakes, or volcanoes, forbids us to ac-
count for their destruction by natural means. The

» ﬂEI:HtEtiun and injuries, which the inhabitants saf-
~ fered from foreign invaders, is too recent to have left
us without some knowledge of the places destroyed.

Julius Cewesar was the first successful invader of Bn-

tish tranquillity, and Ireland continned unmolested

~ for a long time after.  The seaports of this county,

~ too were known and occasionatly resorted to in the

-j time of Tacitus, from which circumstance it is rea-

sonable to suppugé, that this was one of the most

improved parts of the island, Here then, had any

respectable establishment once existed, we migln

expect to find some traces of it. But as all that

remain are vestiges only of the rude and barbarous,

we are induced to conclude that before the Chris-

tian ®ra, and for a great while after it, the inhabi-

~ tants of this country were in a state of the lowest
| ignorance.

The most ancient monuments of human labour,
for art seems an improper term for works so rude,
are stone circles, trilithons usually called Druid’s
altars, raths, or circular mounds of earth, caves,
and stone pillars, OFf all these many are still re-
maining, raths being by far the most numerous,—

Tradition
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Tradition, which prtés-en'es no memory of the rest,
assigns the rath to the northern invaders, whose
name it still bears, being commonly called a Danish
fort.* Doctor Ledwich, to whose diligence in re-
moving the rubbish of ancient history the curious
are much indebted, describes a remarkable mound
at New Grange, on the top of which a singular se-
pulchral monument was discovered. This he looks
upon to be Danish, as well from its similarity to sucl
works in the northern parts of Europe, as from
some other circumstances. Barrows of this kind,

which

® One of our most lrarned and ingenions antiquaries has assigoed
strang reasons for believing the rath to be of Irish origin.  He thinks
it probable, that the Daoes may occasionally bave made use of them,
hat observes that ** when those injudicious antiquaries, who call them
" Dauish forts, find three or four together with their circles nearly ap-
** proaching each other, as on Salisbury plain and in many parts of
* Ireland, or when they find a rath situated at the fuot of a hill which
" commands it, how can they say they were erected for offence or
" defence "' —Gen, Vallancey.

It will be remembered, that 1 am speaking only of raths found in this
county, the form and circumstances of which differing extremely from
those of Salisbury plain seem Firly imputable to a diffrent caose,
Our raths are never contiguons, and their common position is, not
on commanded, but commanding sitnations. [ places chosen for
hiabitable purposes only, the near convenience of water seems to have
been invariably attended to. Ratls are frequently found at a distance

from it, so that there must have been some circumstance of more im-
portance than even that necessary article to direct the choice of a si-
tuation. - This was possibly the strength of the position. Another
circumstance scems to prove, that they are not of very early origin,
and that is their having no apparent conmection with those heaps of

burned stones so abundantly foynd here, with which in times of res
maote anbiquity the natives cooked their food.
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which are also found in England, particularly in
the neighbourhood of Salisbury plain, were, he ob-

serves, monumental, erected to the memory of some
king or chief, and sometimes probably as memorials

- of awvictory. The form of our raths seems to indi-

cate a different purpose. The mound, or barrow
properly so called, is high and flat-topped, resem-
bling a sugar-loaf deprived of its apex. The rath
is in fact a circular fortification, agreeing with the

- barrow only in the rotundity of its figure. It is

formed by a circular excavation, inclosing sometimes
Muiey bue gellclguy uch less than an knghlish acre,

The earth so raised, being thrown inwards, forms a
bank or rampart, that conceals and shelters the in-

ner part of the fort, which is seldom much elevated
above the surrounding land. 1t is further protected

and secured by the depth and breadth of the ditch.
from which the earth of the rampart was taken.—

There seem to have been sometimes one and some-
times two places of entrance, though possibly one
of these may have been the work of later times.
The situation of these forts is generally on high
ground, and their position such as to command a
communication with each other. In most, probably
in all of them, is a vault seldom extending more

than a few yards, about four feet wide, and too low

lo
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to be entered’ except in a bending posture.  This
probably served, like the German caves described
by Tacitus, as a repo itory for provisions, and a
occasional shelier from very severe weather. All
these circumstances seem to denote a place of de-
fence as well as habitation, adapted to the circum-
stances of a people, who had conquered tl:c country
and wished to keep it in subjection. This is the ge-
neral character of our raths, many of which are o
this day no contemptible fortifications, but there
are some, which, from their slight construction and
very iuferior size, seem to have been designed for
domestic purposes only. The opinion therefore,
that they were the habitations of the ancient Irish,
though inadmissible in its full extent, may be par-
tially true. Places of such strength as we find ma-
n":j'“of them to be, implying a state of contention
and insecurity, are irreconcileable with the idea of
a pastoral life, and the common condition of abo-
riginal inhabitants. It is therefore most reasonable
to suppose, that they were first erected by the
northern invaders, though the natives might oc-
casiomally have availed themselves of their use, of
initated the model,* They are most numerous

along

¥ A few mstances ocour of square raths. One of them, which
stands upon the farm of Cahirmore, pear Ries, | examined minutely.
It contains about one fourth of an acre, the area beings on a level with
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along the sea coast then, as well as at present, the
most thickly inhabited part. Indeed their fre~

quency is such as to prove a very considerable de-

gree of early population, at least if we consider

* them to have been, what probably was not the case,

occupied all at one time. .

One cause of raths remaining so entire to the
present day is the unwillingness of the country
people to level them, not out of religious venera-

- tion, as some suppose, but from one of those un-
- accountable fancies, which places good or bad lack

I URMEANnIng oCCurrences.

Of the Cromlech or Druid’s altar religion has

- always claimed the exclusive appropriation, but
circles and upright stones were monumentil as well
as sacred, sometimes constituting a temple, and

sometimes gracing the hero’s tomb. This, though

it may at first appear to involve some confusion, is
P perfectly

the surrounding land. The banks, that inclose it, are very different
from those of the circular inclosures. [Instead of being steep on the
outside, and sloping gently inwards towards the centre, they are
equally steep within and without. The present height of these banks
i dbout niné feet, and their breadth not much greater than that of
many field inclosures. There is no appearance of moat or deep
ditch round it, only the ground immediately outside the banks is some-
what lower than the rest, apparently in consequence of lav.ng fur-
nished materials for the incliging, This is probably an ancient work,
but its particular destination seems to be uncertain, There is another
square rath, near Castlefreke, of much larger size, and differing
{tum the common rath in aothing but its form.
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perfectly reconcileable with truth and reason. The
shrine of departed excellence, considered inall ages

as sacred, afforded a fit place for the offering of
vows and the invocation of the Deity. Tombs were

therefore sometimes the origin of temples, and some-
times, in consequence of the connexion, temples be-
came an appropriate situation for tombs. The re-
lation of each to the other originated in the earliest
ages, subsists 1o the present, and will probably con-
tinue to the latest. The religious monuments of
our pagan ancestors appear to have had another
use, serving, as sacerdotal and legislative functions
were so often united, for the investiture of chiefs
and the administration of justice.

The upright stones, so often found here, appear
to have been monumental. In general there ar
two, Iijiﬂﬁn a very short distance of each other, and
of unequal heights. These were obviously intended
to mark the grave of some distinguished person.

The E‘El'ljl' inhabitants of this country felt a strong
predilection for rotundity of form in their public
works, Besides barrows, forts, and stone circles, &
regard to that figure is also seen in the trilithon,
the most ancient of all their monuments, the upper
stone or 1mpost of which comes as near to rotundity
a5 the rude workmanship of nature would allow.
This abservation however is_not, [ believe, exten-

sivelv
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~ sively applicable to the trilithon, which in some
parts of Great Britain is represented as of an ob-
long shape. Here, where it was very easy to have
formed an oblong altar, stones of that shape being

~ most abundant as well as most manageable, they
seem to have been very assiduous in selecting the
roundest. * The general prejudice in favour of ro-

~ tundity originated probably from a pious desire of

imitating the form of the great luminaries, natural

' objects of wonder and adoration to the untutored
~ mind.

# On the estate of the earl of Shannon, near

~ Cloghnikilty, are some curious remains of religious

antiquil‘.}', which serve to Ehéw, as anﬁﬁuaﬁma hﬂ'ﬁ

often noticed, the sudden transition from pagan to

, christian worship on the same site. A little to the
north of the town, on the lands of Temple Brien,
are the ruins of an old church placed, as all of them

seem to vave been, within a small quadrangular in-
closure. The dimensions, which may still be traced,
shew it to bave been very small, and the decayed
state of what little wall remains proves it to be very
ancient. On the north side of the church, and
within a few paces, stands a curious pillar, consist-
~ ing of a single stone, from fourteen to fifteen feet

P 2 in

* By this is not to be understood the rounduess of a sphere, but of
2 millstone, -
g

p
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in length, near five feet being under ground, It
is ahout four feet in circumference at the bottom,
and tapers gradually in rising, approaching almost
to a point at the summit. The form is quadrilateral,
but it has been rounded off at the angles, and there
were formerly four stones indented in such a man-

ner as to fit exactly the four corners of the pillar.
One of these is still remaining. On one of its
sides is the rude form of a cross, superadded by
christian piety, if, as generally supposed, the pillar
itself be of pagan origin. Of this there would be
little doubt but for the appearance of art employed
in its formation. Stone circles, altars, and other
monuments of pagan erection in this county, aps
pear to be the work of a people unprovided with
any implement for stone-cutting. Incapable of
gratifying their deities by warks of elegance, they
endeavoured to make them aeceptable by a rude
grandeur, For the exertions of art they substituted
those of labour, But in this pillar, the present
form of which cannot be considered patural, ap-
pear evident marks of an artist's hand. The sitna-
tion of the p]ﬂﬂe has other claims to antiquariﬂl
;unsideratinn. The quadrangular spot, within which
the church and pillar stand, is placed nearly in the
centre of a large oval inclosure, containing about

four acres. This was once surrounded, like the

raths,
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raths, by a wide ditch, of which some part is still

remaining. On the north side is a cave running
from east to west, the sides being supported by
walls, and covered over with coarse slates or flags,
which are so near the surface as tobe sometimes
disturbed by the plough. As far as one can see, it
appears to be low and narrow, and is said by the
country peaple to extend much farther than modern
curiosity is willing to explore. Human lLones are
often found within the area of this singular inclo-
sure. Near the church are the remains of a very
small lime-kiln, supposed to be coeval with the
_¢hurch, and to have supplied lime for its use, some
traces of which are discernible in the foundation,
though I could not perceive any in the upper part
of the walls, which are in a very mouldering state,
Lime certainly was made use of here at a very
early period, as appears from the abbey at Ross, a
building of great antiquity, the remaining walls of®
which are still admirably cemented. Most of the
old parochial churches of this neighbourhood were,
however, built without it, as many houses still con-
tinue to be, not from ignorance of its use, but fromn
the' difficulty of obtaining it, no limestone being
found in the southwest part of the county.

About four hundred yards south of the old church,
isa circle of Jarge stones, thirty feet in diameter, five

of
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of which only retain their upright position. A repre-
sentation of 1t is given in Smith’s History of Cork,
as it stood in 1742, when visited by the Bishop of
Clogher. His lordship, (he adds) who published a
dissertation on stone monuments, considered it to
have been a heathen temple. The number of stones
then forming the circle was nine. The central stone,
now hhrdl_y visible, in consequence of a fence which
divides the circle, is of white quartz. Smith#
says, “ it i1s remarkable that no two stones of this
circle fall in a line with that in the centre,” They
are indeed so placed in the plate, but not in the
field, as the few now remaining will shew to any
person, who takes the trouble of examining. The
stones, which are dissimilar in size and form, seem
to have been placed with no other peculiarity of
contrivance than that of turning the flat side to the
::Eutre Some of them were thrown down, in expec-

tation of finding hidden treasure. The same avar-

clous curiosity once overturned the pillar, but it
wis

I

* His account is in many particulars so erroneous, that, if he did
visit it, he must have written from a very imperfect recollection.
This has led Dr. Ledwich ifito a mistake, who, however, is not accu-
rale in his quotation. ** Not far from the church of Temple Bren
" (says Dr. Ledwich) is a stone circle with a central pyramidal pillar
* ==near the churchyard is another, and not far distant a third,” This
eentral pyramid happens to be a round white stone—the pillar is four
hundred yards distant, and there is no third vne. Smith certamly
mentions Lhree, but makes only one of them a pillar,
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was replaced by the people of the neighbourhood,

who entertain a religious veneration for the site of
~the old church, but have no respect for the circle,

~ for conception of its former uses.

In the ﬁe:ighhuurhﬂnd of Ross, near the village

of Newmill, is another circle composed of similar

;‘ ~ stones, and nearly of the same dimensions. In this
~ too there are five stones still standing, and so close
~ to each other, that, if all were equidistant, more than
~ nine must have been required to complete the cir-

*nle. There is no trace of a central stone, as at
3 Temple-brien, nor are they arranged in ‘the same
~ ‘manner, some being placed with their sides, others
 with their edges towards the centre. This appears
~ to have been a favourite scene of religious exercise,
' for within a few feet of the circle is a Druid's altar,
and, at the distance of a hundred yards, an uprighg

~ stone of the same kind as those that compose the

circle.  The upper stone of the altar, which has
- three supporters, is very ponderous, and bears some
~  resemblance in its form to a skettle bowl. 'This is
- the onlyinstance I know of a connexion between
the circle and the altar, which are usually found re-

mote from each other, as if the works of different
ages. Tlie point of priority I am disposed to as-
sign to the altar, which, as will hereafter be shewn,

#ppears to be among the earliest efforts of supersti-

"

i
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tion. The direction vontained, as Dr. Ledwich ob-
serves, in some of the northern codes, enjoining the
~ erection of stone circles in honour of the deceased,
is a strong reason for assigning them a later date,
It is observable that, though many of the early
churches were built upon pagan sites, we have no
instance, here at least, of. any standing near &
Druid’s altar. Groves, circles, and upright stones,
seem to have marked the sacred spots, on which the
churches of the first christian converts were placed.
The ponderous trilithon, as of earlier date, might
have fallen into some disuse before the introduc-
tion of christianity.

Near the village of Glanworth, in the barony of
Fermoy, is a pagan monument, not more remarks-
ble for its size than its singularity, no similar work
being found in any other part of the county. A de-
scription and representation of it are given in Smith’s
History of Cork, both of which are erroneous. His
inaccuracy here, as well as at Temple Brien, 1s the
less excusable from the facility of examination both
afford, situated as they are close to a public road.
But Smith’s curiosity seems to have been satisfied
in) most cases with the reports of others. This huge
sepulchral monument, called in Irish, Labacolly,

. e. the Hag’s or Witeh's bed) is composed of two
immense stones, supported on each side by a double

range
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range of smaller ones. 'One of “the incumbent
stones, whieh is flat underneath, and rises on
the upper side like a roof, measures about six-
teen feef in length, six and a Kalf in breadth, and
three feet in thickness at its' middié. *'This stone
covers ' the west end, and retains prﬂtt} nearly its
otiginal position. The other, whichis‘about half
its size, has been displaced apparently in conse-
gtience of the supporters gividg way.  Perhaps it
ihajf have been disturbed by a search for tréasure;

~ Which' ‘I:he common people still think is to'be found
Il.’f.'rt The supporung stones, which' résemble
laree fags, are regularly placed, the fat side be-
ing turned to the vault, whicl # still hollow snd
very spacious. It is about six feét wide, ahd in its

. original state might bave been about twenty-five
feet tong.  The vulgar notion of its being a giant’s
tomb, if not founded in truth, is at least not desti-
tute of probability from its' enormous dimensions:
If intended for the repository of a single 'bodyy

~ as was usnally the case, nothimg less than a giant
coukd have occupied so great a space. The position

« is nearly east and west; which indueced Smith to
think it was ervected after the introduction of chiris-
tianity, but that form of sepulture was by no means
peculiar to christians, At the west end i§a VEry
farge stone closing the entrance to the vanlt. The

Q ﬂiiﬁtult}-
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difficulty of construction is marvellously exaggerated
by Smithy who  says, the stones are of gnt, and
were brought from the mountains, which divide this
county from Limerick. This indeed would hare
been a great labour even for giants, but the truth is
they are all limestone, the produce of the rock, on
which they are placed. In breaking off a partol
the larcest stone to ascertain its quality, I procured
a small fossil shell-of the cockle kind, a circum-
stance the more remarkable, as fossils do. not oftea
occur in the stone of this neighbourhood. Indeed

the, difficulty qf forming such a work, under any
cireumstagces, was so ﬂunsldﬂrahle, that 1 am in-
clined to think the stones were never in a distant
state of separation, and that,the artists were a good
ﬁ@'{iﬂmtﬁlﬁlﬂ | ﬁhﬂﬁmﬂﬁﬂf pature.  Stones
of great I.IFE.FHEH often seen torn, from their native
bed by natural convulsion, and placed in situations
not. very. dissimilax from.his. , The regular arrange-
ment of the side stones, however, bears every ap-

pearance of artificial contrivance, though a similar
position is often. found in the natural quarry. I
have observed too, that the limestone of this dis-
trict frequently ipossesses that disposition to lamel-

lar structure, so universally observed in the schis-
tus, and which accords with the direction of these
stones. Mr. Hyde, on whose estate it is, and who

wWids
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was so obliging as to accompany me there, procured
some of the neighbouring peasauts, with spades, for
the purpose of exploring their foundation. But
the place was so encumbered with stones and rub-
bish, that we were compelled to give it up, as too
tedious for a short visit. Euplﬁsing, what might
well have been the case, that the incumbent stohes

- were found on the spot, resting on a bed of earth,
it is not difficult to conceive how the work might

have been accomplished without the aid of mechanic

_power, By a gmlunl remoyal of earth from the
sides, the supporting stones might have been suc-

cessively slipped into their present places, They
had then only to excavate the vault, after which
the upper stones would be found resting on the up-
rights. By some similar contrivance the Druid's
altar was probably erected, At a little distance
from the monument is a small hill, the regular ro-
tandity of which gives evident marks of artificial
- confirmation, This is further confirmed by its ap-
pellation being called the hill of Labacolly.

That this singular monument was sepulchral, and
may be referred to a very remote antiquity, is all

that modern curiosity seems likely to discoyer. *
Q9 The

¥ In the Philusophical Sarvey of [reland, published in 1777, the

work too of an intelligent and 1l eral writer, is the fullowmng passage :
“ A whimsical
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The purposes of stone ci rches, trilithons, and pil-
lars are too obvious to be mistaken. The uses of
those long and narrow caves, which-we sometimes
find, are less easily ascertained. It has been sud,
upon the authority of some old manuseripis, that
they were used as habitations, and an author i
quoted, who represents the natives issuing from

them discoloured by the smoaky confinement. To
such

" A whimsical circumstance, relative to these Crom-liaghs, 1 camsl
“ omit. ‘They are called by the ignorant natives Grannie's b
“ This Grannie is fabled to be the mother of Finmacoal or Fingall, ied
“ of ber, as well 88 her son, they have wondeiful traditions.  [hare
“ heard sougs in her prfur, and was shewn in a stone the mark of ber
“ foot, and have heard a buge rock called Finmacoal's finger stooe.
% ‘The source, however, of the appellation, Grannie's bed, I conceire
“ to be a curruption of the original Irish name of these altars. Giri-
" peas s, we know, a ¢'assical name for Apollo. Tn Cambden's Laudes
5 et il ity Apeln Urann, and o 30

*“ mon name for the sun in Irish.”  One would think ihere was somg-
thiog in the subject of antiquities, peculiarly caleulated to confousd
the ideas, when we' meet men of sense falling into such ridiculors
mistakes. ﬂ_i'l'.m;ljr’i or hag's bed, instead of being anold Insh ap-
peliation, happens to be no more than an Fnglish translation of La-
bacolly, the term sometimes given to sncient monuments of this bt
Of Finmacoal and his gigantic statiure stine traditiopal story still e
mains. [ do not recollect hearing of his granny befure.  The same 36
thor oheerves, that in very early times unhewn stones were represeaiis
tives of divinity in most of the eas'crm mations.  Heis of ppinion, that
Druid $m was established in this cuuntiry, and that our Fone carches
were its temples.  The existence of such monumonts in Frglam) and
Wales serms to sirehgthen the uizlnir_i-n. The variety of pazan fiprrms of
warship, which subsistd among people not far removed from each
other, as in Gaul and Germany, seenis however 1o retder it dowbtink
1 -_'ltn.'_ati-l.-u much, whether the pagan priesis of ths country were nlbr
koown by the specific vame of Druids, though some of thesr cereinmnes
mere doubtless similar to thuse of the nelghbooring sland, 1 do oot
kopow if it is certamn that Droidism crossed the Tweed,
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such an opinion it is difficult to give credit. The
number is too small to allow us to consider them as
- places of general habitation. Natural caves might
~be occasionally resorted to for shelter, but it is ex-
tremely improbable, that a rude and idle people
should undertake the tedious and troublesome work
of excavation in a country abounding with wood,
80 easy and obvious a material for erecting dwell-
ings. This improbability seems to amount to an im-
possibility in times when the use of iron, requisite
- for such works, must have been unknown. Besides,
ée wandering life of the patives, whose flocks re-
quired continval change of place, rendered an at-
tachment to any fixed abode still more unlikely.
- Nor can we safely rely *upuul the authorities pro-
duced to support the opinion. Whoever chuses to
consult Camden, who wrote in the time of Eliza-
beth, will see with what facility a grave and pious
- author may admit very extravagant relations as mat-
- ters of fact. * Spencer’s state of Ireland was com-
posed about the same time, and in a very different
maunner,  But Spencer related what he saw, Cam.
den what he heard. Others with more probability
have considered these caves as the work of pagan
priests, who hoped by this gloomy kind of immer-

v .. slon

® %re in Camden's acrount of Ireland & déscyijition of the Trigh

and their costoms by —— Gog!, whis> accuracy ard ciedit are much
commended.
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sion to enhance the sanctity of their character. Tri-

pods and caves were the places, from whence oracles
were delivered of old, and they bear a striking, though
not, as T know, noticed, analogy to our vaults and
trilithons. At Ross Carbery, a very old seat of reli-
eious worship, are caves of much greater size and
extent than that at Temple Brien. In these (at pre-
sent closed up) were discovered many small cham-
bers, bearing evident marks of fire, and connected by
narrow passages. Some of them are very far beneatl
the present surface, but, not having been thoroughly
explored, their number and extent is unknows.
They certainly are very ancient, and it is difhcult to
account for works of such construction at so early
an age upon any other than religious principle.
Comfort and convehience might be attained with
such infinite inferiority of trouble, that one can
hardly believe them to have been constructed for
private uses. A sacred designation will therefore
be deemed most probable, especially when we con-
sider how powerfully the exertions of men may be
stimulated by religious influence, Where supersti-
tion prescribed the task, no difficulty was too great
to be surmounted. The German caves, described

by Tacitus, had no reference to religion: they,
like the vaults of our raths, were of much smaller

dimensions, and made for domestic purposes,
| The
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The subject of our pagan, antiquities opens
a field of disquisition for a short excursion, in
! ﬁ:h_ic_h I must beg the indulgence of the reader.
| Let it not, however, be understood, that I set up
for an antiquarian, or that I solicit a contest with
any of the learned professors of that abstruse sci-
ence, My only view is to correct some errors, into
which a late writer appears to have fallen, To
do this, will require no great share of .ingenuity or
Iearnmﬂ' He has produced his authorities, and. the
- question simply is, whether these authorities support
his doctrine or not. The writer; to Fl:gam I allude,
s entitled to great praise for the light hﬂ has throwu
upon obscure subjects, as well as for the sound prin-

i ~ ciples, on which bis work is gencrally:conducted.
_Thﬂ acknowledged merit of his performance is an

additional inducement to the rectifying some of those
inadvertencies, from which no: human composition
IS exem pL.

In treating of the pagan auuqumﬁ of;,this coun-

try, Dr. Ledwich 1s extremely anxious to distin-

* guish between the Celtic and the Secythic supersti-
tions, That of the former is:called pure druidism,
the unpolluted worship of the groves, devoid of
altar, image, or external, symbol, and never stained
with human blood. This he finds nniversally esta-
blished among the Celts, the supposed abonginal

inhgbitants
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iuhabitants of Gaul, Germany, and these islands
This pure, simple, and primitive form of worship
was succeeded by the stone altars, circles, pillars,
and sacrifices of the Scythians or northern invaders,
who either abolished the druidic worship, or mixed
their own superstitions with it. A want of due at-
tention to this distinction has been, according to
him, a great cause of perplexity to anuquarians,
who, by keeping it in view, would have been enabled
to preserve a steady course thirough all the obscuri-

ties of their journey. 'This is the system—we are
now to Ei|!|w:'1'::|i;1‘i:-,: whether it be as satisfactorily sup-
ported as it is :ltiﬂll']j' laid down.

Two very ancient writers, one of whom lived about
fifty years before, the other about one bundred years
after the christian ®ra, farnish the fullest as well as
the earliest information on the subject. Julius Ceesar
in his history of the Gallic war, where he com-
manded in person, gives a particular account of the
Druids and  their tenets, and Tacitus wrote a treatise
on the manners of the Germans. From persons of
such talents, eradition, and means of information, it

is now vain to appedl. If they shall be found to
support the system, it will of.course be established;
if their testimony should prove adverse, it must fall
to the ground. The account given by Cuwsar, the

earlier of the two, is obviously unfavourable. He
divides
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divides entire Gaul (Galliam omnem) into three parts
~one inhabited by the Belge, another by the Aqui-
tani, the third by those called Celts, in their own
tongue, and Gauls by the Romans. These last he
represents as very superstitious, saerificing human
victims on many occasions, and sometimes with a
horrible profuseness. For this purpose they con-
structed large wicker fizures, which they filled with
men, and then set fire to. Culprits were more
usually the victims; when they were wanting, the
innocent were substituted. They worshipped dif-
qt"lfemm gods, but chiefly Mercury, of whom there
were many images. -Th'éj also raised mounds of
earth, in which were placed ghe consecrated spoils.
The ministers of those sacrifices were the Druids.
' In this description we read of Celts, sacrifices, dei-
ties, mounds, images, and Druids, but not a word of

unpolluted groves.’
With respect to the Germans, among whom, upon
the authority of Tacitus, Dr. Ledwich discovers

: Celue purity and Druidie groves, Cuwsar expressly
affirms, that they had no Druids. ®* He represents

R them

¥ Sir James Ware, a very onassuming and, well informed anti-
quary, #cems to have in thie point misunderstood Ceesar, whom he
represents as saving, that the Germans had wneither pricsts nor reli-
ginti—"wsar ouly says they bad no Droide, He quotes Casar's pas-
sagr, respecting the Druids, as the best early account of that super-
slilice.
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them as differing much in their customs {rom the
Gauls. Secluded by their inland situation from
ﬂqﬁnl opportunities of commercial intercourse, their
only pursuits were war and hunting. The deities
they adored were objects of sense, the sun, the
moon, and fire, early and obvious causes of wonder
and worship to the savage mind.  The nearer ap-
proximation of the Germans to a state of nature
adds no inconsiderable weight to the testimony of
Cmsar. Such is the account left us by that cele-
brated statesman and general ; let us see, how Dr.
Ledwich encounters an opposition so formidable.

. The account given by Cwsar of the Germans Dr.
Ledwich is satisfied to pronounce doubtful ; his re-
presentation of the Druids he endeavours some-
what preposterously to invalidate. The Roman ge-
neral, on this occasion, is considered as speaking
more like a soldier than a scholar, He is repre-
sented as less studious of truth, than willing to assi-
milate the religion of the Gauls to that of the Ro-
mans. The grounds of such an assimilation are
certainly not very obvious. It could be no grea
compliment to the polite priesthood of Rome, 0
be told that they were equalled by the barbarians of
Gaul. Besides, it is not altogether clear that Cesar
wrote like a modern anthor, with a view to the im-
mediate publication of his works. But let us see, ho#
whis charge of assimilation is supported. Some pas-

s a oy
Sdres
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sages of Ceesar's account of the Druids’ tenets are pa-
rallelled with corresponding statements of the reli-

7 gious opinions of the Roman priesthood, and from this

it is implied that, while he professed to exhibit the
" Gallic superstition, he was in reality describing that

of his own country. The correspondence of these

parallels is not always very striking, and the points,

where they do coincide, are only those general ones,
~ in which it was hardly possible they should disagree.

He might as well have been charged with an assi-

~ milation to the Jewish priesthood. A person ac-
~ quainted with the Roman history will be inclined
~ to think, that no two superstitions could well be se-
~Jected, between which there were fewer points of

resemblance. Cwmsar, who had been invested with the
~ office of Flamen at the age of seventeen, must
have been well acquainted with the religious insti-
tutions of his country, when he wrote the commen-
: * taries. Any thing like striking similitude, it is pro-
bable he would have specifically noticed. In the
material circumstance of sacrifices there was the
greatest disparity between Roman and Gallic rites,
and where shall we find any thing among the latter,
like the Luperci, the Salii, the Sodales, the Cory-
bantes, &c.? Admitting it fair to charge a wnter
with assimilation, who adduces points of mutual re-

semblance only, with what justice can such a charge
R 2 be
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be made on one, who to some cases of general resems
blance adds others of utter dissimilarity. To most
readers such a relation must, I think, convey a strong
impression, not of assimilating prejudice, butof judi-
cious and accurate obseryation. He certainly so far
assimilates, as to give Roman names to their deities,
but this is well accounted for by Tacitus, in the
phrase, inferpretatione Romana. The Roman wri-
ters called the gods of other nations by the names of
their own, according to the offices assigned to them.
Dr. Ledwich justly censures the conduect of those,
who, indulging an exuberant fancy, have exalted
Druids, the barbarous priests of a barbarous people,
into sages and philosophers. He quotes author-
ties, in one place, to prove their savage and san-
guinary rites, and, in another, becomes the advocate
of their pure religion and undefiled groves. In
this part of his work, at least, he has imprudently
deserted his own strong and safe ground of anthen-

tic document, and, in support of a favonrite system,
has assumed the license he had denied to others
Such is the danger of systematising, and so much
easier is it to lay down rules than to follow them !
“ We know,” says Dr. Ledwich, * that the Belge
“ conquered and colonized the Celts, three or four
“ centuries before our gera, and imposed on the

“ conquered their superstition and manners, and
i q]s0
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% also adopted some, that were Celue.” This asser-
tion, to the support of which ne authority is ad-
duced, is surely made in a manner too peremptory

. _-.. and unqualified. That the Belgwe overran a part
“of Gaul, there is full reason to believe, but without

| producing the effects imputed by Dr. Ledwich. It

is related by Csmsar, who, previous to his expedi-

tion against them, had taken pains to be informed

of their situation and circumstances, that the Belge
were descended from German tribes, who, at an

- early period (antiguitus) had crossed the Rhine, and,
~ expelling the natives, seutled in a part of Gaul.
- Here, however, the conquest ended. No intermix-
~ture of the two nations took place, but, after the

manner of barbaric invasion, one territory was dis-

.. peopled to make room for another set of inhabi-
tants. The Celts were reduced within narrower
limits, but it by no means appears, that their modes
of life were affected by the Belgic irruption. Twao

~ or three centuries after Dr. Ledwich’s overthrow
of their discipline, Casar found them in complete
possession of a large part of Gaul. The DBelge
and they were then distinet and independent na-
tions, differing from each other in language, laws,
and manners. Camsar does, indeed, incidentally no-
tice the disturbances occasioned in Gaul by the n-

roads of their fiercer northern neighbours; but no-
thing
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thing contained in his work is sufficient to authorize
the assertion, that Gaul had been conquered and
colonized by them. Dr. Ledwich’s argument, how-
ever, will derive little advantage from the admission
of his premises, for we shall presently find that
those very invaders (the Germans), who before
Casar's time overran the Celts, and introduced a

foreign superstition, were in the days of Tacitus no
other than a Celtic people themselves! Strange
inconsistency, into which nothing but the delusion
of system making could betray the understand-
ing !

When an author is quoted with a view of employ-
ing his testimony in support of a question, or of
shewing that he has misconceived a matter, lis sense
should be fully and fairly taken. How far this has
been done in Cwesar’s ::‘nse, the reader will judge.
We are next to consider, how the other historian has
been dealt with.

“ The Druidic groves,” says Dr. Ledwich, “areat-
“ curately marked by Tacitus, by his calling them
“ casta nemora, undefiled, unpolluted groves. I rely
““on the idea annexed by the best Latin writers 10
“ the word castus, as meaning perfect purity, which
“ could not be, did the Celtic priests stain their
“ altars with human blood, a practice, of which the

“Roman writers speak with abhorrence. In de-
¢ geribing
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“ seribing the religious rites of the Germans, Tacitus

~ “ Japses into the error common among the ancients,

“ that of not discriminating the practices of the

~ % different Germanic people, while to an attentive

% observer he incidentally makes such distinction.

“Thus in agreement with what he says of the an-

“ cient religion and unpolluted groves of the ancient

% Germans, he adds, that they thought it inconsist-

o ent with the greatness of the gods, to confine them

._ % within walls, or gii'E human reprﬁsenta.tiuns of

| T “them. They consecrate groves and forests, and

~ # callbythe names of their deities that secret recess,
£ ¢ which they look on with reverence.”

Dr. Ledwich having known, that the Belgme had
subdued and colonized the Celts, and imposed upon
the conquered their manners and religion, and
having dismissed Cesar, who lived fifty years belore
our w®ra, somewhat contemptuously, for not attend-
ing to this important alteration, now discovers the

. perfect purity of Celtic worship in the account of
a people, who lived one hundred years after it 5o
~ lucky a discovery to the support of a favourite sys-
tem made the Doctor probably overlook the trifling
circumstance of its oversetting his known fact of the
aforesaid conquest and colonization. Both could
not be true. Perhapsupon further examination the

reader will be inclined to assent to neither. 1In the
passage



128 STATISTICAL SURVEY

passage quoted from Dr. Ledwich’s work, it is some-
what remarkable that Tacitus should labour under

the double charge of doing what he has not done,
and of not doing what be actually has done. Hels
quoted as a describer of the pure Celtic worship of
the groves, and he is represented as lapsing inwo
the common error of not discriminating the pmc-
“tices of the different Germanic tribes. If T read
him right, this is precisely the reverse of his con-
duct, but let him speak for himself.

The celebrated treatise on the manuers of the
Germans is divided into two parts. In the first he
treats of them generally, in the second severally.
The division is thus marked by himself. ¢ Hec in
commune de omnium Germanorum origine ac mo-
ribus accepimus—nunc singularum gentium insti
tuta ritusque, quatenus a se differant, expediam.’
This at least promises discrimination. [ believe we
shall find him as good as his word.

Agreeable to the plan laid down, he gives in the
first part the following general and brief account of
Germanic worship. “ Their chief god is Mercury,
“ to whom, on certain days, they think it even lawful

“ to sacrifice human victims. Common animals
“ serve to appease lercules and Mars., Some of
“ the Suevi also offer sacrifices to Isis, Howa

“ foreign deity came to be introduced, I have 1ot
« discovered
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% discovered, only that the emblem itself, formed
% into the shape of a galley, shews it to be an im-
% ported religion. But they think it inconsistent
% with their celestial greatness to confine gods with-
%in walls, or represent them by human figures.
*.&.Tlley consecrate groves and forests, and give the
% pames of gods to that secret object, which is only
% seen by the eyes of devotion.” This passage
‘miglt have been justly quoted in proof of the gene-
ral simplicity of their worship, but it proves ne
~more. The express mention of human victims puts
“an end to all ideas of Celtic purity; and could the
- writer reviye to peruse his commentator, he would
“probably be surprised at finding his authority relied
on for the existence of Celts and Druids in a trea-
tise, where neither of them are even mentioned,
- and in a country, where neither of them were to be
found,
. We shall now pass on to the particular descrip-
~ tion of those tribes, in the discrimination of which
~ he is said to be so deficient. It is only necessary to
advert to such as exhibit any religious singularities.
~ The first mentioned are the Semnones, who consi-
dered themselves as the most eminent of the Suevi.

“ They assemble at a stated time, in a sacred” (not
a very pure) “ grove, where they form leagues, and,
“ having publicly immolated a man, celebrate the

5 “ commencement
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« commencement of their horrid rites. This grove
« none dares enter, except bound in token of sub-
¢ mission to the deity, and if he happens to fall, he
“is not permitted to rise, but must roll himsel
« along the ground.” The next gotice of religions
particularity introduces us to Castum Nemus, the
erove of perfect purity, which, according to Dr.
Ledwich, could not be, did the Celtic priests stain
their altars with human blood. Having mentioned
the names of seven tribes, of whom the Angli (thea
litle conceiving the future importance of their
name) are one, Tacitus observes, that the most 1
markable circumstance is their worshipping in con-
mon Herthus or mother earth, ¢ There is ina
« island of the ocean® a chaste grove, in whichis3
« consecrated car covered with garments, which the
“ priest alone is permitted to fouch. He affectsto
« believe the goddessto be here personally presef
« and with much veneration follows her car, draw
“ by cattle. Scenes of joy and festivity take place;
« war and arms are laid aside,and peace and repost
« then only acceptable, prevail, until the priest recoi
“ yeys to the temple the goddess satiated with human
« conversation. Presently after the car and g
« ments, and,if vou believe them, the goddess herself

¢ gre purified by immersion in a secret lake. The
i glaves

# Supposed to be the island of Rugen in the Baltie.
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“ slaves, employed to minister at her rites, are
‘* instantly swallowed up in the same waters. Hence
‘“:I mysterious and holy terror arising from their
i “ jgnorance of what that being may be, which none
“ can behold and live!” The last he mentions are
the “ Naharvali, who possess a grove long sacred to
“ religion. The presiding priest is dressed like a
“ woman, but the gods worshipped are, according
% to Roman interpretation, Castor and Pollux. This
% is understood from the nature and offices of their
% deity; the name given to it by them is Alcis. There
“« are no 1mages, nor is there any vestige of foreign
« superstition, but the adoration is paid as to young
“ men and brothers,” '
~From the foregoing translation of all that Tacitus
has said of the German superstitions, the reader may
judge, with what propriety he is quoted as an autho-
rity for unpollyted Celtic groves, and Druidic wor-
- ship. His casta nemora, so confidently pronounced,
~ on the authority of the best Latin writers, to mean
the perfect purity of Celtic ritual unpolluted with
human blood, is only to be found in Dr. Ledwicl's

quotation. To one grove alone he gives the epithet
castum, which, whatever meaning the author might
affix to it, is wholly insufficient to support the sense
assigned by Dr. Ledwich. No part of the ceremo-
nies is in any respect druidie, and least of all the

52 conclusion,
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conolusion, which, to erown the sacred ceremonies,
drowns the poor slaves who attended them. Was
Tacitus an historian of less gravity, one might
suppose that the word castum was used ironically,
the unusual festivities of the scene encouraginga
belief, that chastity might have been dispensed with
on the occasion. If Tacitus was really describing
druidism, it must have been without his knowledge.
Had he even discovered any similitude, or intermix-
ture of that religion with the superstitions of the
Germans, he would have been the more careful to
note it, from the circomstance of Cuesar's having
previously touched on the same subject.

The ancient grove of the Naharval afforded
another happy proof of Celtic druidism among the
Germans. “ What,” says the Doctor trinmphantly,
“ could this ancient religion be, which had no ves-
« tige of foreign superstition ? 1t must be the religion
“ of the primseval inhabitants, who were Celts, and
« that was the true druidic.” Tacitus, however, had

entered a caveat against this conclusion by his ae-

count of their worship, resembling that of Castor
and Pollux, “which,” says the Doctor, “it could
« not be without their images, and be also adds that
«« the deity adored there was called Aleis. Here and

“ in other places, Tacitus, as well as Ceesar before,

¢t wishes to assimilate the deities of other countries
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v “with the Roman, and falls into direct contradic-

“tions.” Tlus is really a perversion of the author's
~ sense, which is equally irreconcileable with the can-
- dour of a critic, or the knowledge of a scholar.
" Tacitus only says, that the worship paid to their

god Aleis was so like to that of Castor and Pollux,
that in Roman interpretation (interpretatione Ro-

~ mana) he was induced to call it so. Instead of in-
curring, he appears to have studiously guarded
~ against a charge of assimilation, and as for the Doc-

| j;tﬂfﬂ contradictions, 1 believe they are to be found,
ot in the text, but in the commentary,

TR One of the principal inferences drawn from the
~ testimony of Tacitus is, that the Celts, by whom this
religion was professed, were the primeaeval® inhabi-
tants of Germany as well as Gaul. Of the Celtic

establishment

* [ am aware, that the inference here drawn from Ciesar and Tacitus
militates againsl respectable antiquarian authority ; but how is their
testimony to be evaded?  The authentic history of Gaul, Germany,
and Britam commences with the former ; fur where are we to lock fisf
information, that can bedepended on, prior to his? Earlier aceounts are .
iuvalved m such darkness, and so much mixed with fable, that nothing,
it may truly be sail of them, is certain byt theip uncertainty, Cellic
awd Scythie, as general pames distinguishing those swarms of popula-
tion that I?ﬂ?ﬂl over the south and porth of Europe, may be admitiod
ag convenient terms for antiquarian epriosity to employ in their re.
scarches, but they will be found to convey little real knowledge respect-
g the peaple.  The learged and laborious compilers of the universal
history candidly acknowledge the obscurity, in w!ich the early acconnis
of Celis amd Seythians are iovolved, and the frequent difficulty of dis-
crimmating between tbem. I the hypothess of Celtic origin be

admitted,
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establishment we have already seen the account
transmitted by Casar; it remains to examine the re-
part of the Germanic origin delivered by Tacitus,
This celebrated writer, after describing the situation
and boundaries of the country, proceeds to an in-
quiry into the origin of its inhabitants. Some, he
ohserves, affirm (vetustatis licentid, with fhe license
of an antiguarian) that the Marsi, Gambrini, Suevi,
and Vandals, were the true ancient appellations of
the people. That the name of Germany had been
recently added by a tribe, in his time called Tungn,
who had crossed the Rhine, and expelled the Gauls
That they were then called Germans, and from

them by degrees the country called Germany.
After

admitted, Greeks, Romans, Germans, and Gauls lay equal claims to it,
It may be, and probably is true, that all descended from the same stock;
but long before the time that certain history begins, they had branched
out into an infinite variety of tribes, retaining perhaps some faint marks
of primitive resemblance, but differing from each other in manners,
customs, and language. The Belgae overrunning the Gauls, or the
Gauls the Belge, was, according to this opinion, only one Celtic tnbe
disposscssing another. In a geveral view of the question, it should
seeimn Lhat those, who called themselves Celts in Cesar’s time, had o
better title to originality than their neighbours, Tndeed, if we trace
matters to the fountain head, what were Scyihians themselves but a
branch of the primitive stock 7 The auvthors of the oniversal history
soem 1o think the title of Gomerians more appropriate 1o the Celtwo
people, as the descendants of Gomer the son of Japhet, from whose bro-
ther Magog they suppose the Scythiuns to be derived, This is going
very high no doubt. But as a general name it seems preferable 1o

that of Celts,who at the time, that certain history begins, were only oue
tnbe of the Gomerian swarm.
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After noticing some fabulous acconnts of divine and
heroic progenitors celebrated in the verses of their
~ bards, hie professes his assent to the opinion of those,
- who believe the Germans to be the indigenous in-

~ habitants of the country, evinced by the great simi-
- larity, that prevailed through them all in size, figure,

- feature, and manners. This is the substance of his

- observationson the antiquity of the German people,

~ in whichwe find as little notice of Celts, as we did

- of Druids in their religion. Surely there were no
:}-ﬂelu in Germany, when Tacitus wrote. Had they
~ been its primaval possessors, some memory of them
-1 ~ must have been preserved among their bards and
antiquarians, whom he represents as very fond of re-

- tracing the annals of their origin. The credit of
a relation, composed upon the spot seventeen hun-
dred years ago by the most acute of the Roman
historians, is likely to maintain its ground against
more formidable opponents than Dr. Ledwich.

Upon a review of the foregoing observations, a

‘plain man, who has no antiquarian system to support,
-and whose sole object is information, will be inclined
to think, that whoever undertakes to form a regular
and consistent account of a primeeval establishmentof
pagan worship must labour in vain. Let who will
have laid the foundation, such local varieties would

shortly arise, as to make it in a few yearsas diflicult,

s
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as it is immaterial, to distinguish the true original,
Isis idle to charge upon Ciesar and Tacitus a want
of judgment to discriminate what, even with the
advantages of their early information, it was impos-
sible to have discriminated. They related what they
saw or what they heard, and, if they wanted better
documents for historical narration, with what hope
shall modern industry think of supplying them!

From their information it appears, that the Celss,
those supposed forefathers of Germany, Gaul, and
the British islands, were only one among a great
many other barbaric tribes and nations, and thatin
point of antiquity, either as to their origin or their
religion, they have no greater claim to precedence
than their neighbours. Population, and its conco-

mitant doctrines confessedly came from the kast.
Referring to the most ancient fountain of know-
ledge, we shall find that stone altars, images, and
grove worship, possess equal titles to antiquity.
The instructions of Moses to the children of lsrael
are decisive on this subject. “ Ye shall utterly des-

“ troy all the places, wherein the nations, which ye
“shall go to possess, served their gods, upon
“ the high mountains, and upon the hills, and nnder
“ every green tree. And you shall overthrow thei

“ altars, and break their pillars, and burn their groves
““ with fire, and destroy the names of them out of tha!

“ place.”



] OF THE COUNTY OF CORK. 137

& place.” Here we have a record, equally antient
?pd authentic, of the early establishment of different

forms of paganism, and, what is more appropriate to
gu present argument, it will appear from the same
“authority, that varieties of worship existed in the
same nation. When Elijah challenged the heathens
to 4 trial of skill, which was to determine who were
: jhe worshippers of the true Gogl, he orders to be
‘Hﬂmmuneﬂ,the prophets of the groves, four hun-
.ﬂred, and the prophets of Baal, four hundred and
y. The question-of priority among these super-
~ ons is left in an obscurity not to be removed,
‘iﬁ ﬂ::redintm having been equally inattentive to
discrimination. One only point seems to be esta-
* plished, that sacrifices of some kind appertained to
every religious worship. Sacrifices necessarily im-
;lplled altars, and these were, for the greater part at
uh:m,, formed of stone. “ As the Celts were unac-
% quainted with metals,” says Dr. Ledwich, “they
& could not form stone temples and images, and
& therefore it is most erroneous to call stone circles
~ “and cromleches Druidic.” The stone circles and
~ eromleches of this country appear evidently to be
the work of a people ignorant of the use of metals,
"no impression of a tool being ever scen on them.
His conclusion, therefore, is the very reverse of what

should follow from his premises, The rudeness of
T those
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those works is a strong additional proof of their
great antiquity, and inclines one to believe that they
were -ahﬂriginai. The northern nations, who overra
this country at a later period,were surely acquainted
with the use of metals. How did they else construct
the vessels, that brought them, or the weapons, that
insured their success? If, therefore, the argument
drawn from the use of metals proves any thing, it is
that those monuments, the altars at least, were of
earlier construction.  With respf.l-ct to temples, it s
not improbable, that the gloomy shade of a grove
might have been one of the earliest seats of religious
adoration, as it afforded a Kkind of temple ready
formed for the purpose. A laudable desire of doing
greater honour to the deity would naturally excie
to further exertions. To a simple people, unac-
quainted with architecture, and estimating the value
of a work by the labour of construction, ponderous
stone monnments would present a most obvious 2
well as a most acceptable offering. The ruder the
work, the greater, most probably, its antiquity. Stone-
henge, from its superior construction, should seem to
be one of the latest monuments of this kind, Br-
tain, in which druidism appears to have attained its
most perfect form, abounded in wood, but in mavy
places was deficient in stone. This might have oc-

Fa;iuned @ local predilection in favour of groves.

Thie
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The reverence paid to the misletoe, and the pious
'ﬁ:rmﬂl:ly, with which it was taken from the tree, have
@ceu minutely deseribed. What was to be done io
Me places, where no misletoe-was found 7 Stone
T WE so obvious a material for altars and monu-
‘ments, that, where it could be bad, it would probably

be resorted . If even among the Germans, whom

~ Facitus represents as an unmixed race of men, such
wemlmes of religion were found, how can we

. ?ﬂﬂlh]‘f believe, that any one form ever exclusively
~ prevailed throughout these islands, the jnhabitants
| described in the earliest accounts of
~ tliem as 2 mixed one? The common fault of anti-
-jﬂwiﬁ, and nobody censures it more unsparingly

~ than Dr. Ledwich, is setting up systems, to support
nhl:h the sense of authors is distorted, and the want

£f facts supplied from fancy. The efforts of an
- ardent imagination often amuse, and sometimes
F Ainstruct in their very errors; to pervert an author’s
~ meaning is always reprehensible. Whoeyer, there-
f:fQI"E, were the constructors of our stone monuments,

we may confidently rank the greater number of them
not only among the most curious, but also among

the most early reliques of pagan antiquities,
Instead, therefore, of hoping with Dr, Ledwich,
that perplexities will be removed by supposing one

universal Celtic standard, there seems reason to
? 3 think
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think, that they will rather be increased. An hypo-

thesis not founded on truth, however ingeniously

defended, must ultimately lead to error. Such i

genuity, as we have now been considernng, will not

make many converts. Diflevent forms of superst-

tion appear to have subsisted from the earliest ages,

not only among tribes remote from each other, bat

even among contiguous. Druidism, or Celtic pu-

vity, if it ever actually existed, was prﬂﬁ-;biy no
more than a local variety. The invention of it in
Britain, if such an opinion be well founded, serves
further to weaken its claim to primaval establis
ment. In this case it must be considered a5 3
younger branch of the family, the continent having
been first peopled.  All that now seems practicable
is, to colleet the aceounts of the eariiest and most
autlientie writers, and to describe the yet existing
monuments, not for the sake of constructing @ 7%
tem, but of obtaining the best information the nature
of the subject will admit.

Another curious vestige of ancient manner
which very often occurs in this part 8f the island, 15
to be seen in those heaps of burned stones, on of
by means of which the natives, at some period,
cooked their victuals. Of the way, in which this

was done, I believe no certain account has reached
US.
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us. Something like it, we are told, is practised ag
Otaheite, where tliey bake their meats by means
- of stones made hot, and covered over with leaves
- and earth. This mode was probably in use du-
..: ring the times of pastoral life, when they roamed
in tribes with their flocks, knowing no enemy
~ but the wolf of the forest. These heaps are often
. :I“- ~ found in the neighbourhood of bogs, and frequently
_’. covered over with turf, the formation of which
~ they probably preceded, being placed there for
4 I_ the convenience of the fuel, which the trees af-
g Erd&d, The stones, of which they are composed,
 are commonly small, seldom exceeding half a
pound weight, and, when they lie in the way, are
often made use of for repairing roads. From the
great number of them still remaining, though; bes
- sides the road use, many heaps must have been
‘ levelled in tilling the ground, we may infer a very
considerable degree of early population. They
also afford a curions proof of the incorruptibility
of charcoal, small pieces of which are still to be
found in them, as sound and perfect as the stone
they are mixed with, I have observed, that these
beaps are always found close to water, an additional
proef of their having been used for cooking.
Antiquities
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Antiquities— Eeclesiastical.,

To the rude monuments of tiie pagan wra suc-
ceed the ruins of ancient buildings erected since
the introduction of christianity. These are of two
kinds, ecclesiastical and civil, the former of which,
from their priority, both in age and excellence,
claim our first consideration. It will not, however,
on the present occasion be necessary to do much
more~than mention them, as they are for the most
part already described in Smith’s history of this
county.

The number of religious houses in this county,
whose traces are discoverable in records, or in ruins,
was once very considerable. Most of these werc
built since the invasion of Henry the second, and
‘owe their existence to the descendants of the English
adventurers. The city of Cork had no less than six,
one of which is said to have been founded in the
seventh century by St. Finbar, founder also of the
cathedral. The buildings were completed by Gill-

Ada, one of the succeeding bishops, whose nameé
it
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it bore, being culled Gill-abbey. Of all those re-
ligious houses scarcely any remains are now visible,
probably in consequence of being situated in a po-
pulous town, and affording, after their original uses
- had ceased, convenient materials for house-building.
Under such circumstances it is unnecuessary to de-

tain the reader with an enumeration of their names
or designations. Youghall had two founded in the

thirteenth eentury by the Fitzgeralds, but present-
ing nothing worthy of particular notice. The oldest

~ edifice of this kind is the abbey at Ross Carbery, a
Ieﬂ!lel::n": celebrated, at a very early period, as a seat of

- piety and ledrning. The situation of this abbey
was happily chosen. It stands upon a rocky, but
~ verdant eminence, declining to the south, and partly

- insulated by the tide. 1In frontis a strand of some
~extent, and beyond it the bay of Ross, sheltered on
 the east by the promontory of the Galleyhead. On

each side of the strand, the land, which is very fer-
tile, rises to a considerable Ileigllt, sometimes ab-
rupt, but more generally with a gradual acclivity.
Even now the situation is fine; when the country
- was adorned with native woods, 1t must have been
eminently beautiful. Of this venerable structure
., there remain only two side walls of what appears to
have been a chapel. It was lighted from theé ends,
there being but one very small and narrow window,

in
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in the north wall, near the east end. On the south
side is a low door, arched semicircularly, in what is
commonly called the Saxon stile, but without any
arpament or engraving. The workmanship, how.
ever, though plain, is neatly executed, being formed
of freestone, well cut and fitted, and diverging or
:._5[;piug to the inner part of the wall. The stile of
the mason work, which seems to have been imitated in
some of our old churches, is very different from that
of the modern buildings. Each wall is composed of a
double range of large field stones, having one fair
or flat side, which being brought to the face of the
wall, both within and without, gives it, at a little dis-

| tance,the appearance of being built with hewn stone,
In other respects the stones are of an unfavourable
shape for laying, being of a lumpish and irregular
form, except on the flat side. As none of them reach
far into the wall, or have what masons call a good bed,
it was pecessary to its durability that they should be
well cemented. This was effectually dene by means
a very strong mortar, compoesed of small stones
gravel, and lime, with which the central part of the
wall 1s filled., There is no doubt of their being
field stones, both. becpuse similar stones abound in
whe neighbourhood, and because they never rise
fram the quarcy in that form, Persons acquainted
with the varieties of ancient architecture may be
able
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~ able from this:deseription to form some judgment
of the probable age of this abbey. It is considered,
“and | believe justly, as of great antiquity, though I
will not venture to say, that it has lasted since the
“days of St. Faughnan, who in the beginning of the
sixth century is said to have founded both the abbey
and the cathedral of Ross. In examining the in-
side, I found that the walls had once been incrusted
with a thick coat or plaister.of lime and gravel, of
which only a very small part remains on the side
.imng the north, and Hhﬂl! it was least exposed to
Jﬁ inclemency of the weather. The little, that does
remain, shews that it was a composition of great du-
rability, the general disappearance of which is anos
- ther argument of the building's age. The cathe-
dral, not far distant from the abbey, bears no parti-
cular feature of antiquity, though it is not improba-
ble that some partof the walls may be very ancient,
~ Itis, however, remarkable for a very elegant and
 modern improvement, lately added by the dean and
‘chapter; under whose direction a tower, standing at
the west entrance, was raised, and a spire of hewn

stone, fifty feet high, erected thereon. The work
was erected by Mr. Edward Shanahan, of Cork, and

does greatscredit to his taste and skill.
St. Faughnan and his successors, however, had
their day, enjoying for a long series of years no in-
U considerable
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considerable portion of ease and celebrity. The
ruins of their establishment are viewed with some
-degree of reverence, but excite in the mind o
other emotion. The term of their existence at-
tained a fair extent of mortal duration ; they ful

filled their ends, and are gone. The fate of simi-

lar establishments, undertaken with equal hopes and
very superior means, appears to have been less for-
tunate. The village and neighbourbood of Butte-
vant exhibit an assemblage of religious edifices,
sufficient at any period to have engaged admiration.
The ruins of an abhey of friars minor, founded by
Edward de Barry, in the reign of Edward the firs,
exhibit a fine specimen of Gothic architecture in
the windows and arches, which remain. The masot
work of all the buildings appears to have been exe-
cuted in a superior stile, nature having afforded
every desirable advantage in a supply of the best
materials. The possessions of these religious hovses
were very considerable, one of them being suid 10
have held 2060 Irish acres; but their most valuabie
property was in tithes. By a fatality often attending
human affairs, the very ecircumstance, that was fondly
considered as a permanent cause of prosperity, be:
came a principal instrument of their gun. Had
the abbeys been poor, they might bave passed unno-

ticed by that rapacity, which wealth bad little chance
of
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of escaping. Buttevant, however, felt the destruc-

tive hand of desolating power long before the ge-
neral dissolution of religious houses, having been
laid waste by one of the native chiefs during the
- contention of the houses of York and Lancaster,
when the English interests in this kingdom suffered
a temporary disregard. Since that time it does not
‘appear to have flourished, so that the days of its

e prosperity, however bright, were soon passed over.
: ~ In the same part of the county are some remains
~ of a preceptory of the knights of St. John of Je-.
~ rusalem, situated on the river Clydagh near Mal-
~ low, formerly called Mourne, now Balinamona. This,
“which was also a rich establishment founded by an
; English gentleman, in the reign of John, was de-
stroved at the same time and by the same person.
" The abbey of Timoleague was founded in the
fourteenth century by the Mac Carthy family, one
 of whom, king of Cork, in the reign of Henry the
second, was the first Irish prince, who swore fealty
to that monarch. Of this abbey, which seems to
haye stood undisturbed to the time of the eiglth
: Heory, the walls are still nearly entire. It is well
built, and in the same stile with other foundations of
that date, but poussesses no peculiar clegance of stone
work. The pointed arches of the doors and windows ~
are neatly executed with a brown freestone, the place

U2 uf
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of procuring which is, I believe, unknown; none of
it. being in the immediate neighbourhood of the
lhi:te]r. The monks were of the Franciscan order,
and the establishment, as appears from the number
of apartments, pretty considerable. Its situation,
though low, is very beautiful, the tide flowing up to
its walls, and forming, when it 1s full, a very noble
piece of water navigable for sloops to the harbour
of Courtmasherry, distant about three English miles.

~ The abbey of Kilerea, founded in the succeeding
ceatury by one of the same family, and for similas

uses, is also in good preservation. As an establish-
ment it appears, from its remains, inferior to the fors

mer; in point of architecture it has the mlnntlga-'
This is to be aseribed to the superiority of the ma: '
terial, the lands at Kilcrea, as well as at Buttevanl,
affording limestone and marble. The situation of
this abbey also is beautiful, heing on the banks of
the river Bride, in the centre of a rich vale, abous
eight miles west of Cork.

In the three last abbeys are great piles of human
bones, for the collection of which it is not easy (0
account. Tradition, silent respecting two of them,
reports that those at Buttevant were brought from 3
field of battle ju the neighbourhood. ‘This, if well

founded, may account also for the other collections.

It seems more consistent with the pious regard ge-

n{:rullj
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nerally paid to the dead, that bones might have been
~ thus formed into beaps, than that the adjacent praves

should be disturbed for the purpose of making so

‘mortifying a display:

Inisshircan, an island forming the west side of
Baltimore harbour, contaius the ruins of a small ab-
bey for Franciscans, founded by one of the O'Dris-
golls shortly afier Kilerea, on whose model it is said

to have been built. Asto medel, it seems more proper

ﬁ say, that one served for all, the plan being nearly
| Mnma. the difference merely in size and exe-
- eution. The situation of this apparently well chosen
seat of pious seclusion from worldly cares was not,
bowever, without its alarms, being exposed. to dan-
ger from the side of the sea, at a time when the
coast was ill protected from the attacks of any in-
- vading enemy. This was unhappily exemplified
in 1631, when the town of Baltimore was plundered
by Algerine pirates, who entered the harbour at mid-
might, and carried off a great number of the in-
babitants.

To the foregoing catalogue of religious ruins are
to be added the remains of the old parochial churches,
which were formerly very numerous; every parish,
however small, had one. These gradually fell inta
disuse after the reformation, being more than were
required for the protestant inhabitants, by whom also

SC T
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several new churches were built. Their ruins shew
them to have bheen for the most part very small, as
well as simple in their construction. Lime was sel-
dom used as a cement, notwithstanding which the
stones, usually large, are so well laid as to insure
oreat durability. Long as they have been built, there
are few parishes, in which a good deal of the walls
are not yet standing. A remarkable circumstance,

for which I am unable to account, occurs in the
small parish of Dizart, contiguous to the town of
Cloghnikilty. The walls, within which the incum-
bent reads assent and consent on being collated to
the benefice, and which have been time out of mind
considered as the remains of an old church, are ob-
viously those of a small castle.

- The site of the cathedrals within this county re-
mains unaltered. That of Cork, which was rebuilt

in 1733, retains no vestige of its antiquity, except

the gateway in the west end, over which there
is a spire of very indifferent workmanship, which
ought to be rebuilt. The cathedral of Cloyne, de-
dicated to St. Colman, by whom it is said to have
been founded in the sixth century, is a plain Gothic
building, built, like others of like date, in the form
of a cross, with lateral aisles communicating with the
main aisle by arches. Near this is a round tower.

ningty feet high, the only one now remaining In
this
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this county, except that of Kinneah, which is about
seventy. Another once stood near the cathedral of
Cork, of which no trace remains. Dr. Ledwicl's
- account of these singular structures renders any
~further observations unnecessary. There seems little
_doubs that they were first raised for belfries. Their
- situation, close to a church, shews them to have
been among its appendages, and tiaeir form seems
“sulliciently explanatory of their purpose.
~ Though some of the old buildings, which baye
- mow passed under review, exhibit traces of former
- grandeur and elegance, yet, compared with the an-
~ cient buildings of the sister kingdom, we are com-
pelled to acknowledge, tlut they fall infinitely short
of the latter in size, beauty, and magnificence, an
additional proof of the great inferiority of the Irish
- _in civilizatian, in opulence, and n arts,

Antiquaties— Ciuil.

Of ancient edifices, erected by men of opulence
and authority, the remains are very numerous, Nor
will their continuance surprise any person, who be-
holds the massy strength and durability of these

structures,
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structures, raised not as now for the tranquil enjoy-
ment of elegance and comfort, but for security and
defence. Their form is that of a square tower, ge-
nerally very high, to compensate for the small size
of the area by the number of the stories. Cold and
gloomy within, they appear fitter abodes for captives
than conquerors, and are distinguished by the very
appropriate appellation of castles. Their appear-
ance aloneds abundant proof of the agitated state of
a country, where such fortresses conld be necessary
to insure the preservation of life and property. Some,
however, are of superior description, and not defi
cient either in magnificence or accommodation.
The sitwation of these castles is generally bold and
commanding, as the purposes, for which they were
built, may easily lead ome to conceive. A pro-
jecting rock, the brow of a steep hill, the side of 3
river or sea shore, are the sites generally chosen, 3
most easily capable of defence. ‘Some of thew,
probably the greater number, had an inclosed yard
flanked with smaller towers ; others seem to have
consisted of little more than the castle itself. There
is also great disparity in their sizes, many of them
Jeing very small and of inferior workmanship. In
general, the walls are well built, of great thickness,
and so strongly cemented, that many have supposed

tlie mortar of a peculiar composition, But it seeus
1a
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‘m be the property of lime and gravel cement to

“amprove in cohesion, as it advances in age. Don-
een castle, though a very small one, deserves to be
particularly mentioned for the singularity of its pre-

L position, It stands upon what is now a very
small island in Ross bay, but which, when the cas-
tle was built, made part of the main land. The
sea bhas since washed away the ground on the land
side of it in such a mannper, as to leave the castle
any foundation on the north side. The
ah side and part of the east ind west walls are
' It was usual to build castles upon
g " whﬂe the approach from the land side
| ﬂ-ry nariow, in order to make them more easily
efensible; such, no doubt, was the case of this,
" .Em:h appears to be the stile of buildings erected
by men of power and opulence, previous to the se-
ientecnth century.  Another mode began to prevail
Ain the succeeding age, which to a considerable share
of strength and solidity added a superior degree of
i beauty and domestic accommodation.
;._.:_:-"' these, whose plan bears some resemblance to
th ttile of English mansion houses in the time of
1zabeth, there were, 1 believe, very few. 1 know
hut two, built nearly at the same time, about
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