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Part 11].—BELFRIES.

CLOICTECH AENTREIBH.

BELFRY oF ANTRIM.

EF IR ey, PLATES LXVI, anp LXVII.
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{:% .'.' HIS noble tower, commonly called #e Steeple, stands half a mile north
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of the town of Antrim, in the centre of the parish of that name, in the
barony of Upper Toome, and county of Antrim. It measures g2 ft. in
height, 50 ft. 2 in. in circumierence, ¢ ft. in diameter at the base inside,
while the walls are 3 ft. in thickness. There are two doorways and seven windows in the
tower.

[t is very rudely bult, chiefly of basalt or trap, the rock of the country, the
joints are wide, and the interstices are filled with small spawls and yellowish mortar, The
walling is of rude rubble masonry, the lower stones are apparently field stones, the upper
appear to have been quarried, and are of common size. The cut stone used in the original
conical cap and in the present door is pitchstone porphyry. Two fissures occur above the
height of the door in the walls of the tower, owing apparently to the imperfect bonding of

the stones.
There is an artificial mound round the base of this tower, which is about 3 ft. high, and

upon it the first plinth course is just visible. I dug, and found a second course, lying

against which were human bones, apparently in their original position. The second

plinth is about 1 ft. 6 in. below the first, and then there are projecting stones which pro-

bably formed the foundation. A portion of the original stone which crowned the

conical top is still preserved. There is a square hole in the centre, into which a small

wedge-shaped stone fitted, probably a cross. The apertures are all square-headed ; even
VOL. II, I



> Belfry of Antrim.

the stones in them are not rounded. The doorway measures 4 ft. 8 in. in height, 1 ft.
11 in. wide at the base and 1 ft. 9 in. at the top. The jambs incline an inch and a half.
They are 2 ft. 11 1n. thick, a beam of oak is placed between the inner and outer lintel
across the door; this doorway is constructed of large blocks of coarse-grained basalt,
found in the neighbourhood, many of the stones extending the entire thickness of the
wall. The jambs are of better stones than are found in the other apertures. The lintel of
the door is rounded. The cill of the door is 3 ft. 8 in. in thickness. Immediately over the |
lintel there is a large stone, on which is sculptured in rilievo a pierced cross within a circle |
(see Plate LXVI.) The stone which forms the cill of the door is 3 ft. 8 in. long, and
t ft. 4 in. high. The height of this aperture from the plinth course is 7 ft. 6 in. When
viewed from the interior, it would appear that it was an insertion. It does not fit into the
wall on each side, and the masonry looks different above the lintel. There is a recess
which may have been meant to hold the heavy frame of a wooden door. Certainly there
are no exterior marks of its being an insertion. There is a second doorway about 14 ft.
higher, :vhich is quite as rude as the apertures above. The cill of this doorway projects
into the tower in a curved form (see fig. 4). The first door faces to the
north, and the second N.N.E. All the windows are square-headed,
rude, broad, and ugly, with jambs nearly vertical. The upper windows are narrower, and
their sides incline rather more than those of the lower. On the south side there is a window
half-way to the top of the tower, and on the west side there is one two-thirds of the way
up. 1This must have lighted the third storey above the door. Then another south window

lights the fourth storey. Above this there are the four windows near the roof. facing
the four cardinal points.

Lhis 1s the only tower I have ever seen without any remains of a church in its neigh-
bourhood. On this circumstance Dr, Reeves remarks: “ This monument of antiquity, to a
stranger would appear, from the smoothness of the sward that surrounds it, and the total
absence of any kindred building, to have been a solitary erection ; but the testimony of
those who removed the foundations of ad jacent walls, and who cleared away vast quantities
of human remains from the surrounding space, and especially of the mason, who about
twenty years ago repaired the top of the tower, and built into it a scu Iptured architrave of

freestone which he found among the ruins, goes to prove that this tower, like all its fellows,
has had in its day a church beside it.”

Historica. NoTes on ANTRIM,

—Antrim, originally named Oentreb, 7.¢, “One |
house,”

was connected at an early period with the church of Bangor, in the county of
Down. St. Comgall, who founded Bangor in the year 552, is represented as

predicting,










Belfry of Iniscaltra. 3

“It will be true, by permission of the King of kings, that my bones shall be
without defect from beloved Bennchor to Entrobh" and
Masters, at the date 822, we read of the fulfilment of this prophecy : when the Oratory

of Bangor was destroyed by the Danes, “the reliques of Comgall were shaken from the
shrine in which they were,” and brought to Entrobh,

became abbots of Bangor, as we read in the same

removed
in the Annals of the Four

Two ecclesiastics from Antrim

annals, A.n. 612, Fintan of Oentreib,
abbot of Bangor, died; and A.p. 722, St. Flann of Aentrebh, abbot of

St. Bernard’s Life of St. Malachy O'Morgair, of Bangor,
certain rich man, who sent for his aid in sick ness,

Bangor, died. In
mention is made of his visiting a

in civitate cui nomen Oéntreb” The
name subsequently assumed the forms of /£ ntroia, Antroye, Entroya, but when it became

Antrim, which more fittingly represents Aondruim (now Nendrum of Strangford), it

wandered very far from etymological correctness. The name Oentreib occurs also in the
Annotations on the Felire of Aengus, at July 31.

At the dates 877 and 1096, we read of the death of two ecclesiastics belonging to this
church, Muredach, son of Cormac, and Fland Ua Muirechan, In the year 1018 it was

spoiled by Fermanach, and it was burned in 1 147. Atthe dissolution of religious
the rectory was found to be appropriated to the Abbey of Woodburn,

houses,
near Carritkfﬂrgus.‘

CLOICTHECH INNSE CELTRA.

BeLFry oF INISCALTRA, COUNTY OF CLARE.

PLATE LXVIIL
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7 f!';’#‘ HIS beautiful tower stands south-west of St. Caimin's Church, on the

i

/< island of Iniscaltra, otherwise Holy Island, situated in the barony of
ﬁ'%’ orse

Leitrim, and on the confines of the counties of Clare and Galway.

The roof of this tower is gone, and the present height of the building

s but 8o ft. At one time it must have been upwards of a hundred feet high, for Dr.

Petric remarks that to form an estimate of its size when perfect we must add 1o ft. or

' See Reeves' “Eccl. Antig.” PP- 03, 64, 277, 278. Archdall's notice of the place is full of errors, as he

refers to it many entries which properly belong to Nendrum, in the county of Down. Ulster Journal of
Archeology, vol. iii. p. 15. No. xv. p. 132.



4 [f&’xyfj’ fy[ Iniscallra.

2 {t. for the upper story, which is now wanting, 15 ft. for its conical roof, and a few feet
for a portion concealed at its base. (See Eccl. Arch. vol. 1. p. 363.) The tower is
46 ft. in circumference, 7 {t. 10 ‘in. in diameter inside, and the wall is 3 ft. 5 in. thick.
[t is built of irregular courses, and in the lower part the stones are very large ;
one measures 5 ft. in length by 1 ft. 6 in. in breadth, and another 4 ft. by 3 ft. 6 in.
The masonry is of this massive character to a height of 5 ft. from the plinth, above which
the stones are smaller and dressed roughly to the curve. The tower rises from a slightly
projecting plinth course. There are four offsets in the interior; the lower has six

projecting stones about 1 ft. 6 in. long, and a large stone rests across two of them.

CHURCH AND BELFRY OF INISCALTRA.

The doorway is 10 ft. 7 in. above the level of the ground, it faces E.N.E., and
measures 5 ft. 3 in. high, and 2 ft. wide at the base, and 1 ft. 11 1n. at the top. The cill
is composed of a large piece of limestone. The whole doorway is composed of the same
material punched. At a considerable height above the doorway there is a square-headed
window of cut stone. The south and west windows are also of the same form. There is
a fine window facing the north, which is also square inside, but triangular-headed outside.
This 1s formed of cut or well-hammered stone,

This tower 1s held by tradition to have been built by St. Senanus, and there is a
passage in a poem by Michael O'Brannan, “ On the River Shannon,” written in the year
1791, in which he aseribes the same origin to this tower as to those of Inis Cloran on
Lough Ree, and of Inis Cathai, or Scattery Island, near the mouth of the Shannon :
tradition also affirms that a subterranean passage for communication with the latter once

existed.  (Ord, Survey Letters.) It is probable that this tower was built as belfry to the







Belfry of Iniscaltra. 5

church erected by King Brian Borumha, in the beginning of the eleventh century. The
history of the ancient church to which this belfry belonged, will be noticed in the next

part of this work. No entry regarding the tower itself has hitherto been found in the
* Annals of the Four Masters,” or other chronicles of Ireland.

Doorway oF BeLrry, INISCALTRA.

Dr. O'Donovan, writing in the year 1838, when engaged on the Ordnance Survey,
states that he was informed by an old man who lived on the shore of Lough Derg
opposite the island, that he saw an iron door in the entrance to this tower. The traces of
its fastenings were then still visible to the left, and those of the bolt to the right; also a
piece of iron said to be part of a holdfast inserted in a stone on the left. This was
supposed to have been fixed in the stone at the time of the erection of the tower, and
similar contemporary iron fittings are still to be seen in the belfries of St. Canice and

Fertagh in the county of Kilkenny. The same old man remembered having seen three of

the floors perfect in the lower storey.



6 belfry of Roscrea.

CLOICTHECH RUIS CRE.

BELFRY OF RoscrEa, County oF TIPPERARY.

PLATE LXIX.

OSCREA Tower is situated in the parish of the same name, in the barony of

_._f ; [kerrin, and county of Tipperary. It stands 23 ft. to the right of the west
b

2N 5o that its present height does not exceed 8o ft. It is 5o ft. in circum-
* ference, and 8 ft. 3 in. in diameter, and the wall is 4 ft. in thickness.

T'his tower is built of sandstone, of moderate size, in irregular courses,
worked roughly to a curve. Wilkinson observes that these courses are spirally shaped,

and the stones are peculiarly notched one into another. The Interior of the wall, below

the door level, is of very irregularly worked masonry, and evidently intended to be filled
up to the door level. It has a double plinth.

BELFRY AND WEST FroxNT OF ST. CRONAN'S CHURCH, ROSCREA.

The doorway is g ft. ¢ in. from the ground, the level of which in one part, however,

has been raised 2 ft. higher than it was originally. This aperture is on the
the building, and faces the church.

cast side of
Its dimensions are 5 ft. 3 in. in height, and 2 ft. 1 in.
at the base, and 2 ft. at the springing of the arch. It is round-arched, and the arch is

formed out of three stones, most of which extend the full thickness of

the wall, this being
4 ft. in depth.
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Belfry of Roscrea. y

There are contrivances for double doors in this entrance, which have been accurately

described by Dr. Petrie (see Eccl. Arch. p. 369). These afford valuable evidence that

the towers have been at some period employed as places of defence or safety, the second
door being evidently one method resorted to, to prevent forcible entry. Also it would

appear that at some periods the additional defence was removed, as not being
except in troublous times,

There is another aperture, triangular-headed, either a doorway or window, on the
north-east side, about 25 ft. above the level of the plinth, which is on a level with the

average surface of the pond close by. It is 4 ft. 11 in. hich to the springing of the arch,
and 5 {t. 3 in. to the apex of the triangle, 2 ft. 1 in. wide at the base. and 1 ft. 10 in. at the
top of the jambs. This aperture is arched inside,and 4 ft. 4 in. high, and 3 ft. 9 in, in depth.

On one of the inner stones on the side of this doorway a knot is incised. On the
opposite side a ship is carved in relief about § in. deep. It is about 1 ft. 1 in. long, and
15 raised above the surface of the entire jamb of the door, and therefore original. I look
upon it as very remarkable indeed. The stone on which it is carved is on the same level
or plane as all the others, and it was clearly cotemporaneous with the tower. [Lord

Dunraven received the following interesting letter from Dr, John Stuart, of Edinburgh, to
whom he had mentioned his discovery of this ship.]

required

“GENERAL REGISTER Housg,

Edinburgh, 13th August, 1868.
“Dear Lorbd DUSRAVEN,

“ 1 have just received your kind note, and T need hardly say that it always gives me pleasure to
hear from your lordship.

* Your discovery of the ship sculptured in a round tower is of great interest. The last writer on the subject
(who seems to disclaim good Dr. Petrie’s exhaustive learning) will be sure to describe your ship as Noah's ark.
He has already got a glimpse of the roof of it, but what will he say when he gets the vessel fully rigaed ?

“ The Galley of the Isles, which appears on the late Argyllshire crosses, appears to be used heraldically, and the
monuments on which it is found are all about A. . 1500, a few before, and a few later. I enclose two of the pre-
vailing type.

“On one of our Pictish crosses we have a boat with several figures of men in it. It is on St. Orland’s stone, a

saint of whom I can hear nothing in the Calendars or Acta, and, on digging about it, we got five (short) stone
cists, the human figures in the boat on the stone being also five. 1 send you a tracing of it. This is an eighth.
century boat, and the accompanying figure of a harper is not later.

“Some of the canoe boats in the Dowalton Crannogs, in Galloway, had all the arrangements of a modern boat ;
outriggers, seats, &c., so that modern art was anticipated in many ways."

Mr. William Hacket, of Cork, writing to Dr. Petrie in the year 1842, observes:
“ There were corbels in the wall, noticed by Mr. Ed. Wall when he visited this belfry, but
they did not support the floors, and are set in such irregular form and shape, and so
numerous, that I cannot form an idea of their use. I cannot find carving on them,
although the forms of some resemble a face, They were not connected with the floors,

which were supported on offsets.” Such corbels are common to most of the towers,
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On the west side, about 37 ft. from the ground, there is a quadrangular window 27 ft.
high by 1 ft. wide atthe base ; it has inclined jambs. Thereisanother small square-headed
window, with inclined jambs, on the north side. Each of these apertures was placed so
as to light a separate story. The floors rested on projecting stones in the inside of the
wall. Parts of two floors of timber still remained in the year 1840, when visited by Mr.

West Front OF S1. CrONAN'S CHURCH, ROSCREA.

O'Keefe, then engaged on the Ordnance Survey, and he was then informed by the sexton of
the church of Roscrea, that he remembered having seen all the floors of the different stories

in good preservation, and that they were inhabited so late as 1815,

The following entry regarding the tower occurs in the “Chronicon Scotorum” at
the date 1131 :—*“Lightning knocked off the head of the steeple of Cluan-mue-nois,

and pierced the steeple of \Ros-cre.” And the same event is recorded by the Four

Masters at the date 113s5.
The church to which this belfry belonged will be noticed hereafter in this work



BLelfry of Cashel.

CLOICTEACH CHAISIL.

BeLrrY oF Casprer.

PLATE LXX.

ASHEL is situated in the barony of Middlethird, and county of Tipperary.
The name 1s derived from caiseal, which signifies a stone fort. The group of
ruins to the north-east of which this belfry stands has been thus bEautifull}'
described by the late Mr. Jewitt, in an essay on the remains at Cashel :"—

y Frnm the midst of a fertile plain in the southern part of the county of Tipperary
rises abruptly the immense mass of limestone known as the Rock of Cashel, and which,

DoorwAay OF THE BELFRY OF CASHEL.

crowned as it is by lofty and venerable ruins, forms a conspicuous landmark to the sur-

rounding country for many miles.
“On a nearer approach, it increases in grandeur and interest. The town lies at its

foot, and the small whitewashed hovels which are nestled under it serve to give

interest and contrast to the scene. The rock is inaccessible on all sides except the south,

| See “ Gentleman’s Magazine," New Series, vol. xvii, part ii. page 404,

VOL. 11. C
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where it is defended by a gateway. On entering within this gateway, and while standing
on the greensward at the west end of the building, it is impossible to describe the feelings

which crowd upon the imagination ; the grey, hoar, and solemn and melancholy-looking
ruins seem in their mute eloquence like spirits of the past standing in the present, silent
and yet speaking. The ruined cathedral, the shattered castle, and the weather-beaten

cross, all raised thoughts which it is not possible to express; and when all these are seen

by the light of the setting sun, shining from behind clouds over the distant Galtese, the
effect is beyond anything that can be conceived.”

The round tower is situated to the north of the ancient church. It is 8o ft. in height,
and 5o ft. in circumference, while the wall is 4 ft. thick. Mr. Jewitt observes that the

masonry is different from that of Cormac’s chapel, and he considers it to be of earlier date.

Winnow v Urper Story oF CASHEL BELFRY.

[t is built of the sandstone of the locality, although there are two layers or bands of

limestone. The stones, which are of a very hard quality, are in courses, varying in
thickness from 6 to 10 in., and are roughly worked to the curve. There are no large ones
among them. They vary in length from 6 in. to 2 ft. The upper work of the tower is
better than the lower. The sandstone is much more regular than the limestone, but still
not in regular square pieces like those of Cormac’s chapel ; and many of the joints in the
sandstone are sloping instead of vertical. The masonry is rather wide-jointed than fine.
There 1s no thickness of mortar, and none of it projects as at Caen. The masonry alto-

gether is better than that of Bishop Gundulph's tower at Malling, and quite as good as that
of the White Tower in London. This tower is divided into five stories, with holes for joists.

[t retains its original conical stone roof, which rises from a projecting string-course. The
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doorway is 12 ft. or 13 ft. above the old level of the ground, placed so as to face the south,

being exactly opposite the north porch, or principal entrance of the church.
sides, a semicircular head, and is 6 ft. high, and 3 ft. wide
formed of seven stones,

It has inclined

at the base. The arch is
and there is a flat architrave running round, which is about 6 in.

wide. The tower is now incorporated into the 1 3th century work of the cathedral, and is
entered from the triforium, the original door being built up.

Mr. William Hacket remarks in a letter to Dr. Petrie on Britway church :

“The doorway of Cashel round tower is precisely the same as that of Britway, the
curb or relief projection being exactly alike, only that the centre was removed.”

There are four windows at the top, triangular-headed outside, and square inside, with
inclined jambs ; while those of the under stories are of a narrow oblong form, and square-
headed. The top windows do not point accurately to the cardinal points.

The annalists of Ireland do not mention this belfry, although the church to which it
belonged is frequently spoken of. Cormac’s chapel, which appears to be next in date to

this tower of the group of ecclesiastical buildings on the rock of Cashel, will be noticed in
the latter portion of this work.

CLOICTHECH MAINISTREACH BUITE.

BELFRY oF MONASTERBOICE.

PLATES LXXI. AxD LXXII.

ONASTERBOICE is situated in the barony of Ferrard, in the county of
Louth, on the northern road from Drogheda to Dundalk, in an open
pastoral country, finely undulating and thinly dotted with cottages of peasants.
The little group of buildings consists of a lofty round tower, by the side
of two small churches, and three richly sculptured crosses, surrounded by
a crowd of tombs and headstones of various ages. The round tower appears
to be of greater antiquity than the oldest of the two churches.

The aspect of this fine and interesting belfry, with its shattered summit, is that
of a building of great antiquity. It stands to the north-west of the church, and is
beautifully built of the flat bedded slate rock of the locality. Where the stones at the

base have been preserved by their covering of earth it is seen that they were carefully

dressed with the pick. This dressing is now weathered off the upper structure, but the
stones are well worked to the round, and the interstices are neatly filled in with spawls,

Little mortar is visible, and where it does appear it is of a very inferior quality. The
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stones are from 1 ft. to 4 ft. in length, and from 4 in. to 14 in. thick. The tower stands
110 ft. in height, although its conical roof has fallen ; itis 51 ft. in circumference, and 8 ft.
o in. in diameter at the level of the door. The wall is 3 ft. thick. It rises from a plinth

which projects 6 in. externally and 4 in. internally.
The doorway is of sandstone, and is about 4 ft. above the present level of the ground,

which has been raised at least 3 ft. or 4 ft. It faces east-south-east. Itis 5 {t. 6 1n. high
e and 2 ft. 1 in. at the base, and 1 ft. 11 in. at the top. It

—
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—

| -" , is round-headed, with inclined sides, and is 3 ft. 9 in. deep.

There is a peculiar flat, double, slightly raised band 11} in,

L

(1

r — R
e B

——~~-  wide running round it, and so moulded as to suggest the
idea of a cross.
There is a little window over the doorway, which is

g 2 - also of sandstone, and is triangular-headed. The second

= ——— .
Winpow 18 BeLery, Moxastersorce.  window, which is much larger than the first, faces to the
west, the third to the north, and the fourth to the south. The latter three are square-
headed. With respect to the first, that over the door, Mr. Du Noyer was the first to

observe to Dr. Petrie a certain peculiarity in its construction, which is, that, while on the

outside the arch is formed by the inclination of two stones to one point, on the inside
it is produced by the overlapping of four stones

at each side, the edges of which are cut so as to
correspond with the slope of the window-top,
and they are united at the top by two stones

laid over them. This 1s an uncommon feature,

if, indeed, it occurs at all elsewhere.

The tower leans to one side on the north-

west, and when viewed from the south-west it

Winpow 1x BeLrry, MoNasTersoick, INTerior.  has a very peculiar curve, being convex to the
north and concave to the south. Where this curve commences, a distinct change of

masonry is visible. At first I did not perceive the meaning of this, which now seems

obvious to me. When the tower was built to this height, the foundation began to settle
down with the weight, and when this was perceived the builders very skilfully carried up
the building in a nearly vertical line, so as to counteract the tendency to lean, and
preserve the centre of gravity. This is the exact counterpart of what was done at Pisa,
in the erection of the great Campanile. Unfortunately I did not get a photograph
showing this singular feature in Monasterboice tower. The tower rises above the

height which lies between it and the sea, so that the view from the top is very extensive
both seaward and landward.
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East CuurcH, MONASTERBOICE.

This church, as well as the tower, is built of greenstone, or hard sandstone. Some

of the stones are very large in the lower part. One of them measures 5 ft. 6 in. in length.
At both ends in the south wall there is long and short work. The mortar is rather fine.

In the west front, I observed at the north side two, and at the south side three stones

in the wall, with a long groove (see fig. @) about 1 in. wide and ,

1 in. deep. This groove did not go within 4 in, of the angle of L E‘
—— e

door has small jambs almost vertical, but only the upper 3 ft. are visible. The doorway

the wall. At the west end the wall recedes 5 in. The west

is 2 ft. 7 in. wide, with jambs nearly vertical, and the width of the lintel inside is 6 ft.
6 in. long, and 8 in, high. The windows are all destroyed.
This church consisted of nave and chancel. The nave measures 35 ft. 7 in. long, by

17 ft. 6 in. broad. The chancel arch is rude, and nearly gone. The chancel 1s quite

destroyed.

Tue Secoxp CuurcH AT MONASTERBOICE.

This is much the same style of masonry as the other. There are some large stones

in the lower part of the walls, and putlock holes. The gables of the cast walls have fallen.
There is a pointed doorway in the west wall about 20 ft. from the door of the tower. It

may be questioned whether this doorway is not an insertion. The north and south

windows opposite each other are rude and much broken.
It now remains to speak of the two crosses which appear in Plates LXXI and

LXXII. The first and smaller cross bears the following inscription on its base :—

OR DO MUIREDACH LAS..N DERNAD IN CHRO ... A.
(Pray for Muredach, by whom was made this cross.)

The formula lasandernad in chrossa (“by whom this cross was made”) occurs in the

inscriptions found on the Tuam cross, and on the stone of Turcan, at Clonmacnois, which

was probably the base of another standing cross.
Dr. Petrie. in his work on the * Ecclesiastical Architecture of Ireland,” p. 406, has

already made the following observations on this inscription :—
“ If we find that there was an abbot of this name, Muredach, at Monasterboice, the

I See * Christian Inscriptions of Ireland,” vol. ii. page 66.
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natural inference will be, that he was the erector of this cross ; but unfortunately we learn

from the Irish Annals that there were two of the name—one who died in the year 844,
and the other in the year 924 ; so that it must be a matter of some uncertainty to which of
these the erection of the cross may be ascribed. This is a difficulty, however, which to
my mind is greatly decreased by the nature of the entries respecting those persons in the
Annals, and from which it clearly appears that the latter of these Muredachs was a man of
much greater distinction, and probably wealth, than the former, and therefore more likely
to have been the erector of the crosses at Monasterboice, and, as I conceive, their cotem-
poraneous tower. Thus, in the ‘ Annals of Ulster,’ the death of the first Muredach is
entered simply as follows : * A. D. 844. Muredach, son of Flann, Abbot of Mainister Buite
died ;' while the death of the second is thus entered : ‘ A.D. 923 or 924. Muiredach, son
of Domhnall, tanist Abbot of Armagh, and chief steward of the southern Hy Niall, and

successor of Buite, the son of Bronach, head of the counsel of all the men of Bregia, laity

and clergy, departed this life on the sth day of the calends of December.” The death of
this Muiredach is similarly entered in the * Annals of the Four Masters,” except that they
call him ‘ the steward of the people of Patrick (Armagh), from Sliabh Fuaid to Leinster.

‘““ Moreover, the close resemblance between the subjects of the sculptures on this cross
and the style of their execution to those of the great cross at Clonmacnois, which 1 have
shown to be of the early part of the tenth century, strongly corroborates the inference as
to its date, which I have drawn from the preceding historical notices.”

Mr. O'Neill, in his work on the “ Sculptured Stones of Ireland,” gives the following of
the details on this the south-east cross of Monasterboice :—

“ The crucifixion has the usual accessories of the sponge and spear-bearers ; there are
also supporting angels at the head of Christ. Above and below Christ are serpents,
whirling from ornamental bosses, and to the right and left are bosses with serpents indicated
conventionally. The three groups on the shaft of the cross, and the fourth one over the
crucifixion, seem to refer to one story. In the lowest group an ecclesiastic is attacked by
two armed men ; 1n the next, these men have become ecclesiastics ; in the third the ecclesi-
astic resigns his staff to one and his book to another; the Spirit of God is seen descending
on this latter; and in the upper group the two men have become ecclesiastics, and are
aiding in raising the second figure to heaven. I do not know what to make of the groups
at each side of the crucifixion. The patterns on the ring are serpents, with one limb from
each animal thrown out for the purpose of making a plait-work pattern.

* The south side of the shaft is divided into three panels ; the lowest panel consists of
cight human hgures plaited together ; the next pattérn is serpents grouped in whirls, the

whirls being on raised bosses ; and the upper panel has a tree in bowers, with animals.
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“ The next subject is the end of the southern cross arm ; 1t represents Pilate washing

his hands ; a servant pours water from a vessel shaped like a horn ; similarly shaped vessels
are represented on the walls of Pompeii. Guards, armed with swords and shields, are in
the rear. The top subject is supposed to be Christ's entry into Jerusalem ; angels attend ;
over all is an ornament of serpents and bosses. The north side of the shaft is ornamented
with three panels of interlacing. In the middle is the end of the north cross arm, contain-
ing the mocking of Christ, with angels attending; the top subject is two figures, with
pastoral staves, and a dove between them.”

HistoricaL Note ox MoNasTERBoICE—The name of this place is derived from
Mainister Buite, 7., the Monastery of Buite, or Boetius, a bishop who lived about the
end of the fifth century. His festival was celebrated on the 7th of December, according
to the “Félire Oengusso.”  His death is thus recorded by the Four Masters ; “ A. . 521.
St. Buite Mac Bronaigh, Bishop of Mainister, died on the 7th of December.” It was said
of him that *“ he was a virtuous judge, with hands fair with the glory of pure deeds.” Of
the subsequent history of Monasterboice but little is preserved beyond a few scattered
records of the deaths of occasional abbots and professors anterior to the twelfth century,
of whom Flann, poet, antiquary, and historian, was the most distinguished. A considerable
number of his works are preserved to our time. O'Reilly gives the names of fourteen
of his historical poems in his work entitled “ Irish Writers,” pp. 76, 78 ; and Dr. Petrie
adds, that his most valuable works are the “ Synchronisms of Irish Kings, with the Eastern
and Roman Emperors,” and of the “ Christian Provincial Kings of Ireland, and the Kings
of Scotland of the Irish race, with the Chief Monarchs of Ireland,” perfect copies of which
are preserved in the MS, Book of Lecan, in the Library of the Royal Irish Academy.
The last notice of Monasterboice, in the *“ Annals of the Four Masters,” 1s the obit of its

“wise priest,’ FFeargna, in the year 1122,

CLOICTHECH GLINDE-DA-LOCHA.

BELFRY OF GLENDALOUGH.

PLATE LXXIII.

: S T';,:__ ';.".
— ;;:jf H1S tower was the great belfry of the group of churches, some of which have

' & 7, .r* "'.:-?’ : | h
q/ ({! P2 been already described, in the valley of Glendalough, barony of Ballinacor and
Vs ; county of Wicklow ; it stands at a distance of g perches from the cathedral,

to the north. There were two smaller round belfries in the valley, but they

were attached to churches, and will be noticed in a later portion of this work, together
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with others of the same nature. The belfry represented in Plate LXXIIIL 15 almost
perfect, but it has lost its conical roof. It rises to a height of 110 ft., and is 52 ft. in
circumference ; it is built chiefly of mica slate, with a few courses of granite at intervals,
which have rather the appearance of encircling bands; it is well built of spawled masonry ;

some of the stones measure 3 ft. long, they are hammer-dressed to bring them into the

necessary curve. The masonry altogether appears far better than the upper or rubble
portion of the cathedral. The tower has no regular plinth, only a base course of rather

small stones, projecting 6 in., the tower stands about 50 yards north-west of the church.

GLENDALOUGH.

The doorway, which is 10 ft. above the level of the ground, is constructed of blocks of
granite chiselled, without moulding or ornament of any kind; it is round headed, with
inclined sides, the arch being cut out of three stones; it is 5 ft. 7 in. high, 2 ft. wide at the
base, and 1 ft. 10 in. at the top. There are four square-headed windows facing the four
cardinal points, and there is one square-headed window besides in each of the five other
stories.  All the apertures in this tower have inclined Jambs, and have no internal splay.

There is a curious bulging out of the masonry not far below the top of the tower,

probably the effect of lightning, and it seems to batter in 2 straight line ; the entasis, if any,
s very slight.
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CLOICTHECH CILLE MIC DUACH.

BeELFrY oF KiLvacouach, County oF GALWAY.

%\” ey PLATES LXXIV Axp LXXV.
f%$ﬁ

' ;__i,""":?;? « HE group of ecclesiastical buildings to which this structure served as the

ﬂg: ‘./ W0 fff belfry is situated in the barony of Killtartan, and in the county of Galway.
iﬁ ) - This is one of the finest round towers in Ireland; it stands to the south-

== west of the group, and measures 120 ft. in height by 57 in circumference,
the wall 1s 4 ft. thick. It is a leaning tower, having an inclination of more than 6 ft.
towards the south. According to the tradition of the country this inclination was caused
by cannon balls fired at it by Cromwell's soldiers; it is also said to have been struck
by lightning. The inclination in this, as in other towers, has, however, probably been
caused by a subsidence of the foundation.

This tower 1s admirably built; the style of masonry corresponds with that of two
churches close by, but that of the tower is grander and the stones are larger, Some of
them are shown in Plate LXXV., which measure 8 ft. long by 2 ft., 5 ft. by 2 ft,, and

5 ft. by 3 ft. deep. The stones are dressed to the round and batter, and the tower rises
from a well-cut plinth.

The doorway 1s 26 ft. above the level of the ground. It faces north-east, and is
round-headed, the arch being cut out of the lintel stone. The sides of this aperture are
inclined, and it measures 6 ft. 10 in. in height, and 2 ft. 10 in. in width at the sill ; and
15 4 {t. 4 in. in depth, the wall being thicker here than it is above. It is constructed of
large blocks of the limestone of the district. The windows are all triangular-headed,
with inclined sides. The first faces about north, the second south-east, the third to
the west, the fourth is over the door, and the fifth to the south-west. There are six
windows just below the cornice under the roof.

[f the date of the three towers, Kilmacduach, Killala, and Antrim, could be ascer-
tained, its bearing on the architectural history of these structures would be most important.

Dr. Petrie' considers the popular tradition which ascribes the erection of several of the

' Eccl. Architecture,” p. 382,
VOL., II, D
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existing towers to the celebrated architect, Goban Saer, to be worthy of attention, and
discovers a certain harmony between the architecture of these towers and that of the
churches to which he would ascribe the same early date. According to this theory we

must believe these towers to have been erected in the seventh century. However, there

is no evidence to be derived from a comparison of the three buildings attributed to him,
which would tend to prove that they were the work of the same hand. The tower of
Antrim is utterly unlike Kilmacduach or Killala ; much, however, of this difference may

be owing to the character of the building stone furnished by the several districts.

The monastery to which this belfry belonged was founded by St. Colman MacDuach

in the beginning of the seventh century. The life of this ecclesiastic has been already

noticed at page 70 of the first volume of this work.

CLOICTHECH CHILLE-ALAIDH.

BeLrry oF Kirrara, County or Mavo.

B PLATE LXXVI.

7 14 '“'ﬁ‘é* cuunt}f of Mayo. It is now perfect, although it was struck by lightning
of at the beginning of this century, which knocked off part of the roof, and

caused a fracture in the wall at about half its height; this, however, was

repaired, and the wall pointed by Bishop Verschoyle about thirty-five years ago.

The tower rises to a height of 84 ft., and is 51ft. in circumference, and the wall
1s 33 ft. thick. It is built upon a rock, and the exterior masonry is admirable ; some of
the stones are large and worked to the round and batter; one of these stones is
7 ft. 6.in. long. The courses are not quite regular, and there is no ashlar work: inside
the masonry is rough. The mason who could have cut these limestones on the exterior
to the true curve and batter, and fitted them to it so well, could have executed ashlar
work. Altogether the masonry forms an intermediate step between the towers like O lones,
which are built of rough or rubble masonry, and those of ashlar work.

This tower stands upon a plinth, varying from 3 ft. to 3 ft. 6in. in height according

to the ground, it projects from 2 to 8§ in.; in the inside there is an offset about 13 or 14 ft.
above the level of the door.
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The doorway, which faces the south-east, is 11 ft. above the ground ; it is round-
headed, and 3 ft. 6in. deep; the arch of the door is formed

as the jambstones extend the entire thickness of the wall -

of three stones, which as well

o ' they are all of punched work.
T'his door 1s 5 ft. 6} in. high, 2 ft. 3 in. wide at the base, and 2 ft. at the springing of

the arch. There is a square-headed window about 15 ft. higher up, which faces the
north-east; on the next story there is a similar window, over the door. Above
that another, facing south-west; and near the top there are four windows facing,
respectively, north, south, east, and west: they are triangular-headed outside and square-
headed inside. There is no church nearer to this tower at present than the cathedral

of Killala, which must be about two hundred feet from it. The church is constructed of
oolitic limestone.,

Killala was the seat of an ancient bishopric founded by St. Patrick, who placed his
servant, Muiredach, there as first bishop. The see was also called Kilmore-Moy ; some-
times Tir-Amalgaid, or Hy Fiachra-mui. In the “ Martyrology of Donegal ” we read that
the memory of this bishop was venerated on August the 12th, Muiredhach, Bishop of Cill

Aladh, of the race of Laeghaire, son of Niall. There is no mention of this place in the

“Annals” of the Four Masters until the year 1233, between which date and 1442 we find

the obits recorded of seven bishops, two erenachs, two deans, and one canon belonging
to Killala.

CLOICTHECH CENANDSA.

BeLrry ofr KEeLLs.

7~ % HIS tower stands in the churchyard of the town of Kells, which is
4 T . * .
L situated in the parish and barony of the same name in the county of Meath.
TOARBg¢ Tt has lost its conical roof, but otherwise is in good preservation, and is well
1'5-;._'.;-".. . i ‘I.

built, chiefly of limestone, the stones being worked to the round and batter.
The stone is of a light brown and reddish colour, similar to that used in the old church
buildings, and obtained in the country. It stands on a plinth which is about 6 in. wide.
The doorway 1s about 5 ft. above the present level, and 12 ft. above the level of the
street ; it faces nearly north. It is constructed of sandstone, and is thus different from
the rest of the tower; the masonry is ashlar, though rough. The sandstone is much worn
on its face, the surface being gone three quarters of an inch in some places. It i1s round-

arched with inclined sides, and measures 5 ft. 3 in. in height, and 2 ft. 2 in. wide at the
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base, and 1 ft. 11 in. at the springing of the arch. The wall is 3 ft. 6 in. thick. This
doorway is ornamented with an architrave running round it about 6 in. wide and 1 iIn.
deep; on one side there is a projecting stone formerly a carved head, but now so much
defaced that no distinct form can be seen. On the opposite side there is another project-

BELFRY OF KELLS.

ing stone; over the arch is a horizontal lintel stone, the part which covers over the
centre arch stone projects, and there was carving here, but it is now quite gone. The
length of the stone over the key-stone in the arch of the door is 4 ft., while that of the sill
is 5 ft.; the latter is of blue limestone, while the rest of the doorway is of dark red
sandstone beautifully dressed, squared and fitted. Three forms of aperture, square,

Doorway o¥ Berrry, KELLS, WINDOW OF BELFRY, KELLS,

triangular, round-headed, are found in the windows of this tower, the four top windows

facing the cardinal points are straight-sided, with jambs inclining very much ; the window
on the first story faces south, the second east, and the third west.



Belfry of Kells 21

Historicar. Notes oN KerLis.—In the Chronicon Scotorum” there is the follow-

ing entry regarding this belfry :—“a.p. 1073 Murchadh, son of Conchobhar Ua Maeilsech-
lainn, was killed by Amhlaibh, son of Maelan, i.e. the King of Gaileng, in the Cloictech
| belfry or steeple] of Cenannus.” The same event is recorded by the Four Masters, and

in the * Annals of Loch Cé," as occurring in the year 1066,

The Irish' name of Kells is Cenannus, which signifies *

| | Head-abode,” and gives the
title of Headfort in the Irish, and A%en/is in the British Peerage, to the family of Taylor,

whose seat is beside the town of Kells. Kenlis is the transition form of the name,

It was the royal din, or seat of Diarmait Mac Cerbhaill, as is stated in the old

Irish hfe of St. Columba, followed by O'Donnell, where it is also sald :(—* Colum-cille
then marked out the city in extent, as it now is. and blessed it all, and said it

would become the most illustrious possession he should have in the land,

although
it would not be there his resurrection should be.”

O'Donnell' observes that Diarmait
granted it to the saint in amends for injuries which he had done to him, and that

his son, Aedh Slane, was a consenting party. If a church was founded here by
St. Columba, it must have been an inconsiderable one, for there is no mention of the

place in the “ Annals " as a religious seat until 804, when, on account of the dangers and

sufferings to which the community of Hy were exposed, measures were taken for the
provision of an asylum in Ireland; and, as the  Annals of Ulster” state, * Kells was
given, without battle, to Columbkille, the harmonious, in this year,” In furtherance
of which there was commenced, in 807, the “ constructio nove civitatis Columbe-cille hi [in]
Ceninnus ;" and, in 814, Ceallach Abbas lae, “finita constructione templi Cenindsa reliquit
principatum, et Diarmicius alumpnus Daigri pro eo ordinatusest.”” From this time forward
it became the chief seat of the Columbian monks.

There are several indications of the ancient importance of the place still remaining,
such as the above-mentioned round tower: the curious oratory, called “ St. Columkille’s
House ;" the ancient cross in the churchyard, having on the plinth the inscription, * Crux
Patricii et Columbe ;" a second cross, now standing in the market-place ; and a third, once
the finest of the three, now lying in a mutilated condition in the churchyard, The shafts
of all these crosses were covered with historical scenes from Scripture. Trinity
College, Dublin, possesses its great literary monument, commonly known as the “ Book of
Kells.” It is an Evangeliarium, somewhat resembling the * Book of Durrow,” but

far surpassing it in the brilliancy and elaborateness of its execution. In the tenth and

! See Reeves' “ Adamnan,” pp. 278, 321, 328, 378, 388.
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following centuries the families of Uah Uchtain and Ua Clucain furnished successively

a large proportion of the chief officers of this church, the occupation of its lands having

probably become hereditary in their clans.

CLOITHECH DISERT OINGUSSO.
BELFry oF IhiserT AENcus, County oF LIMERICK.'

PLATE LXXVII,

7o “*HE ecclesiastical establishment of Disert, formerly called Dysert Aengus,

.-.:.. i1 I - i r .. : I"ql:'."..:r-':lr.?.-h i l. a a -

?%5 -G# s situated about one or two miles west of the small town of Croom, in
- e

the parish of Dysert and townland of Carrigeen, barony of Coshma, and
the county of Limerick.

The church and tower of Dysert, as seen from the north-east, are represented in

the following woodcut,

'
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CHURCH AND BELFRY oF IDISERT AEBNGUS.
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' The following description of Disert Aengus is taken from Lord Dunraven's work entitled “ Memorials of
Adare”
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The tower stands 11 ft. from the north wall of the church,

upon a rock, which
here slightly rises

above the level of the surrounding ground, and which would appear
to have given origin to the name of the townland, Carrigeen, or the Little Rock. The

tower 1s built of limestone, well and strongly put together, the masonry being different
from and superior to that of the church. Near the base the stones are rather large,

but not so much so as some of those forming a portion of the walls of the

church. It is at present 67 ft. high; no trace remains of the windows,

usually several in number, which occur in the upper story. Judging, indeed,

by the present dimensions of the tower, probably two stories are wanting.

The accompanying section, drawn to scale, shows the position of the floors,
windows, etc.

In the year 1849, a careful examination was made by Mr. Christie below
the level of the doorway, of which the following is the result. There was

first a floor of hard clay, about 1 ft. thick, then about 7 ft. of rubbish, in
which were some bones, but no skulls; under which was another floor of

clay 1 ft. thick ; below this, common red clay ; then clay similar to the first

floor, extending to the rock, in which a few bones were found and one clinker
The diameter at bottom is externally 17 ft. 6 in., at the top about

13 ft. The sill of the doorway is 15 ft. above the rock. At this level
the walls are 4 ft. 3 in. thick, and at the top about 3 ft. 6 in. The door-
way faces the cast, and is 5 ft. 10 in. in height, 2 ft. ¢ in. wide at the
bottom, and 2 ft. 5 in. at the springing of the arch. It is built of
well-dressed sandstone, the stones being slightly bonded into the masonry

of the tower walls. This is one of the few round tower doorways present-

ing ornamental features, and the only one in Ireland having the pellet or

R . ¢ 3 DECTION oFf MouLbiNgs
ball-moulding on the doorway ; but the same ornament is to be seen. with

the pellets closer, on the doorway of the tower of Brechin in Scotland. At Dysert,
it is not carried below the spring of the arch. The pellet appears also on the cornice
of the tower of Devenish,

The accompanying woodcut @ exhibits a section of the moulding of this door, but |

should remark that it is not at present nearly so sharp as is here represented, the sand-

stone being much worn away. The section is one-eighth of the full size.

The moulding, where dotted, is too decayed to distinguish whether it had the

form of beads or fllets. In the jambs, both near the centre of the wall and

SENNNNST CEE—— e —

' Vi S, Col." 1. 6o, 64; iii. 75; “Tr. Th.," pp. 3994, 4004, 4459
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towards the edges, there are round holes, but no indication of how the door was hung.
In a letter respecting the tower, from the late William Morrison, quoted by Dr.

Petrie in his “ Essay,” p. 366, it is suggested that, as the aperture narrows towards the

exterior, a frame may have been inserted and wedged to the inside; however, I find

Doorway oF BELFRY, DISERT AENGUS.

that the breadth of the doorway is, on the contrary, 3 ft. at the bottom on the

outside, and only 2 ft. 9 in. on the inside, which would more successfully secure

the door-frame from pressure inwards. About 5 ft. under the level of the door is

an offset, below which the walls are internally composed of very rough stones; among

them is one smoothly punched, evidently taken from some other building; it is not
an insertion, but part of the original wall.

The internal diameter of the first floor, measuring at the level of the door, is

8 ft. 3 in,, and its height 12 ft. 10 in. Close to the level of the floor, in the second

N e story, is a triangular-headed window, the jambs

. N and arch of which are of well-chiselled sandstone.

A

X — R
They are parallel, consequently not splayed. ._ -
-_-1: The breadth at the bottom is 1 ft. 43 in.; at the
- 4 top, 1t 11n.; height, 3 ft. 8 in. This window . -+

s

E iy t ? " E [ G H
. faces west. The wall is here 4 ft. thick, and this i
Winpow iN Beresv.  story 13 ft. 2 in. high. The third story is 12 ft.  W¥POW IN BeLery.,

2 in. high. Near its level is the circular-headed window lacing the south, 1 ft. 5 in.

wide at the bottom, and 1 ft. 4 in. at the springing of the arch, and 3 ft. 2 in, high; the
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wall 3 ft. 8 in. thick. These two windows are represented in the annexed woodcuts.

They possess a peculiarity, not very uncommon in the windows of round towers, that is,
that the external round form of their tops 1s not carried

thirds of the thickness from the outside, the
shown in the woodcut.

through the wall, but, at two-
aperture 1s lower and square-headed, as is

The fourth story reaching to the present top is 13ft. 10in. high. This is lighted by
a square-headed window facing north-east, about the same width, but shorter than the
others, and without splay. The wall is 3ft. 8in. thick. The internal diameter of the
tower at the summit is 5 ft. 1o in. In the second story a number of small holes may
be observed, placed irregularly, and on the third story a row of them, at a uniform height
of about 5 ft. above the floor ; and also others irregularly placed. They are from 2 in. to
3 in. wide, and a few inches deep, and were probably made for the purpose of holding

pegs on which to hang the valuables of the monastery, which were commonly lodged in
the tower for safety.!

With respect to the question whether doorways enriched with sculptured or other
ornaments are insertions, and not part of the original building, the affirmative of which
s stoutly maintained by the advocates of the very early pagan origin of the Round
Lowers, it may be well to mention that such is clearly not the case in the present

instance : for it is most curious, that two of the courses on the right-hand side of the door,
as viewed externally, actually bend down for the length of several stones to meet the line

of courses of the jamb, thus showing that the wall was in course of erection when the

doorway was in progress. Unfortunately, this was not perceived when the sketch (Me-
morials of Adare, p. 216) was taken; but no one whose attention is called to it can fail
to notice that such is the fact.  This illustrates the great value of photographs for archi-
tectural details. (See Memorials of Adare, p. 218.)

The church, which stands at a distance of about eleven feet from the tower, possesses
little interest with the exception of the doorway. It is built of limestone, and has been
much repaired ; but a portion of the walls, together with the doorway, appears to be part of
the original structure. This portion contains some large stones, their dimensions being
from 2{t. to 3 ft. in length and width; they do not run through the wall, but are used as
facings on each side, and are filled with grouting in the centre. The building is a simple
oblong, not divided into nave and choir; it measures 54ft. in length, by 18 ft. broad

! Vide Reeves's Adamnani vita S. Columbe, p. 359, and also the notes to p. 116, where will be found an
extract from Curzon's Monasteries of the Levant, p. 93, in which he states that the books in the hbranes of the

Monasteries of Abyssinia are kept in cases, to which are attached straps, and by these straps the books are hung
to wooden pegs.

VOL. Il »
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internally, and the walls are 3§ ft. thick. These dimensions are in accordance with what
appears to have been a general rule in the erection of the most ancient churches in
[reland.

The doorway is in the south side, 21 ft. from the west end, and it may be worthy of

remark that this is a very uncommon circumstance in the early churches; I have only

heard of two other instances, the almost invariable position being in the west end. Only
one of the jambs remains, which, as is usual in early Irish churches, is slightly inclined,
and but one-half of the great lintel-stone, 1 ft. 4 in. thick, which was probably broken by
the superincumbent pressure, when the western jamb was removed. This doorway has a
flat, slightly projecting band or architrave, 11 in. wide, which is not an unusual feature in
the old churches. In the lintel the line of architrave is nearly 4in. to the west of its true
position, the result most probably of the pressure of vy, affording a striking instance of
the power of this agent in moving such large stones. The height of the door is 6 ft. 5in.
A few years ago, during a gale of wind, the western gable fell down, in consequence
apparently of the heavy mass of ivy which had been allowed to remain upon it

HistoricaL Notes oN Disert Aexcus.—For the following account of the founder
of this church, I am indebted to my distinguished friend, the late Professor Eugene
Curry, whose death all who value the ancient history of Ireland have the deepest
reason to deplore :(—

“Aengus Ceile De, vulgarly called Aengus the Culdee, author of the celebrated
metrical Festzlogium, was a priest, at first attached to no particular community. He was
an Ulster man by birth and descent. He travelled into Munster, and built the church
and tower of Disert Aengus, near Ballingarry, in the county of Limerick, about the year
7580. He proceeded to Leinster, spent some time with St Maelruain, of Tamlacht, now
Tallagh or Tallaght, near Dublin, and finally built a church at Diserz Bithech, or the

Lirchy Desert, near Mountrath, in the Queen’s County, where he died about the
year 815,"

[t is a remarkable circumstance, as stated by Dr. Reeves in his Essay on the Culdees,
that nothing is known of this celebrated ecclesiastic from the general historical records

of Ireland; his name even does not occur in the Annals; all that can be learnt about him

-
is gathered from the Advertisement or

Preface which, in some manuscripts, accompanies ¥

his chief composition, the Felire, or Calendar of the Saints of Ireland, of which a -

Latin translation is given by Colgan in his Acta Sanctorum Hiberniz, under the Saint’s
day, the r1th of March,!

;
'I |

' Acta SS. Hib. 1. p. 5790.
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It 1s there stated that he flourished about the beginning of the ninth century, and
that he sprang from the Dalaradii, a powerful northern race, who occupied the present
counties of Down and Antrim. He is represented as entering the monastic life, and
devoting himself to the most rigid austerities; and after having been attached to the
monastery of Cluain-eidhnech (the Ivy Lawn), now known as the parish of Clonenagh

in the Queen’s County, he retired to a short distance, and occupied a cell in a wild

spot, called in Irish Disert, which was afterwards, when a church was built there, called
Disert Aenguis, deriving this title from him as the founder. The name is still borne
under the form of Dysartenos, a parish in the neighbourhood of Maryborough. This
preface, as translated by Colgan, does not record the name of any church founded by
Aengus in Munster; but in the Preface of the Félire, which is preserved in a manuscript
belonging to Dr, Petrie, a valuable statement exists, which supplies a link in his history.
[t is there mentioned, with reference to the cause of his writing the Félire, that “ he
happened to be coming from Disert, in Munster, to Cuil-Bennchair (Coolbanagher), in
the country of Ui-Failghe (now Offaly), for the purpose of taking Maelruain of Tamlachta,
as soul friend” (z.e. spiritual director), etc. This Disert, like that near Clonenagh, was a
retired spot, where he had probably founded a church : and his peculiar habits of seclusion
led to the fact of a second Dysert being connected with his name, which in all probability
is the Dysert near Croom. On this subject Dr. Petrie writes :(—

“ There were often churches called after their founders in different localities, and if
the Limerick Dysert could, like that in the Queen’s County, be shown by any old evidence
to have been called Dysert Engus, it would be sufficient to settle the question.”

This link, as will be seen, can be satisfactorily supplied, although the place is now
called simply Dysert, and tradition does not couple the name with the memory of any
saint to serve as a distinctive mark for it, among the numerous Dyserts which appear
on the map of Ireland; yet from a passage in the Annals of the Four Masters the

addition of Aengus may be suggested as applicable to this church. In the year 1033’
these Annalists record that “ Conn, Son of Maelpadraig, Airchinnech (or Superior) of

Mungairit and Disert-Oenghusa, died.” Dr. O'Donovan, in his note, identifies the
latter place with Dysartenos in the Queen's County, which he might fairly do, as the
word is a modernized form of the compound, and there being evidence that Aengus was
connected with it. Also, as Dr. Reeves informs me, it was frequently the case, that the
same ecclesiastic was superior of two or more monasteries situated in different provinces,
which owed their connection to the fact of their having been founded by a common
saint, though geographically far apart. Mr. O'Curry, however, did not adopt this

dentification, and as Mungairit, now known as Mungret, is in the county of Limerick,
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he concluded that the other church mentioned in the passage of the Annals must be

somewhere in the same district; and Dysert so far suited his view, as bearing the traces
of an ancient foundation in its venerable Church and Round Tower.

This identification may have been conjectural, for Mr. O'Curry probably knew of no
authority for calling this Dysert Aengus, except the presumption that it might be the
Munster Dysert, with which one document showed Aengus to be connected. Recent
research, however, fully substantiates the learned Professor's conjecture, and leaves little
doubt that this Dysert was a Church of Aengus Célé-Dé. For, although in the two
ancient taxations compiled about the close of the thirteenth century, the name appears
simply under the same form as that which it now bears, yet it has been recently
discovered, that in the Liber N iger of Limerick, a venerable manuscript consisting
of charters, taxations, and other documents connected with that See, this parish is
mentioned about a century earlier, under the year 1201, as Dissert Enguss, and between
1250 and 1270, as Dysert-Enegus, showing that at that very early period this was the
local appellation of the Church, and which was carried on to a much later time, as will
be seen in the next paragraph. Thus an important piece of information is supplied,
leaving little room for questioning the correctness of Mr O'Curry’s identification ; and

it is satisfactory that this conclusion is shared in by Dr. Petrie, and also by Dr.
Reeves.

The following historical notices of Dysert are all that ] have been

able to discover
besides those already quoted. The name occurs in both

the Taxations of 1291 and 1302.
Next, in the Liber Niger of Limerick, in the list of churches in the

deanery of Adare,
occurs “ Przebenda de Dissert Engussa.”

In a visitation of the diocese of Limerick
(James I.) it is described as “ Pleb. de Dysert . . ... sie, 0/. 135. 44.” Here “sie” is

probably a fragment of the word Aengusa (Aengu)sie. In the Royal Visitation-book of
1610 1s the following entry : “ Prebenda de Disert, Georgius Sexton, Laicus, Johannes

Fitz Derbie, cur.” ; and by that of 1615 it appears that Richard Fuller was curate of Disert,
and Philip Jenkins reader (Minister legens)
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CLOICTHECH TIGE MOCHUA.

BELFRY oF Timanog, Queen's County.

PLATES LXXIX, AND LXXX.

= HIS belfry is situated in the parish of Timahoe or Fossy, in the barony
< of Cullinagh in Queen’s County. The original church to which it belonged
s now replaced by a modern church, a few yards to the south-west corner

of which it stands. The ruins of an ancient monastery yet remain, but they
are nearly featureless ; one pointed arch may be seen in the east gable.

The belfry is nearly perfect, only a portion of its conical roof is gone ; it is g6 ft.
in height and 57 ft. in circumference at the base, and the wall is 4 ft. 4 in. thick. The

style of the masonry varies in a singular manner. Up to the level of the door the stones

are rounded, but not laid in courses, then above this is irregular ashlar work, which again
is superimposed by rough work like that at the base, and then all at the top is wide-
jointed and irregular.’

The tower is built of limestone, with the exception of the apertures, which are of
sandstone. (See plan of jamb, fig. 3, plate facing p. 32.) Both externally and internally the
stones are worked to the round, and inside the walls diminish by very deep offsets, four in

number, on which the floors rested. There are five stories above the door-level. The

tower springs from a plinth of three courses, the lower being 2 ft. high.and 1 ft. deep,
the two others 6in. high and 4 in. deep.

There 1s an ornamented romanesque doorway at a height of 15 ft. from the level of
the ground. It is of three orders, and measures 7 ft. g in. in height to the vertex of the
outer arch, and 71t. 2in. high to that of the inner arch. It is 2ft. g9 in. wide at the
bottom and the jambs incline so that it is 3 in. wider at the base than at the springing

! Mr. Brash, writing on this tower in his work on the Ecclesiastical Architecture of Ireland, p. 35, remarks
that only the lower part of the tower 1s built of hmestone, which 1s the prevailing material in the locality, and

that from thence to a height of about thirty-five feet it 15 constructed of a dark buff-coloured gnt or freestone, not
found in the immediate locality, but met with in the form of boulders, on a townland named Aghowna, about one

mile and a quarter from Timahoe. The workmanship of this portion is more regular than that of the base, being
built of courses of varying heights, the joints of the blocks being vertical and horizontal, carefully wrought, and
in some places fitting with the greatest nicety. The doorway is in this portion ; the remainder of the tower is
of limestone rubble, and the base has, to him, an air of great antiquity, looking much worn and crushed, and
showing many signs of repair.
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of the arch. The outer orders are 4 ft. and 3 ft. g in. ; the second 2 ft. 84 in. and 2 ft. 6 in.

The sides are not parallel, a peculiarity also to be observed in the romanesque doorway
of Kildare round tower. (See section, fig. 4, plate facing page 32.)

The ornaments consist of the diamond and flat pellet mouldings. The two bases
of the outer order have the dumb-bell form at their north angle and a head at their south;

one of the round mouldings at the angle has a head carved near the base, which, however,

does not project beyond the reveal. (See figs. 1 and 2, plate facing page 32.) These sculp-
tured heads here and at Killeshin are curious and resemble each other. The architrave of

this arch is without ornament on its face, but its archivolt is richly decorated with a triple

chevron moulding, the sub-arch or recessed division of this archway is sculptured in
a style altogether different from that of the outer archway, being not in relief, as are all

the other carvings of this interesting doorway, but in depressed lines, and of a simpler

h

design; the jambs are rounded into semicircular

L o . W -— pra—
-
- * L -- -

—' | -~ shafts at both their angles, the ornaments on the

mP

- capitals are carried from the true capital to its
abacus,

q_““? The four upper windows are nearly at the
-1 cardinal points, they are triangular-headed outside
1 and round-headed inside; the first window above

the door faces to the east, it has a steep projecting
= . ¥l pediment, and this string course runs round the
WINDOW IN HEL‘F;:TIMJEH[]F. window. (See fig.a.) The fifth story received light

from a small square window to the north, and the sixth story by a similar one facing

west.

h
"

e

Historicar Nortes oN Timanoe.—This place derives its name from St. Mochua, and
was originally styled Tech Mochua, which signifies the house of Mochua.! This saint
was vencrated on the 24th of December, as we see in the Martyrology of Donegal :—
“ Mochua, son of Lonan, of Tigh Mochua in Laoighisin, Leinster. He was of the
race of Eochaidh Finnfuathairt, from whom Brighit is descended. Fineacht, daughter of

Loichin, son of Dioma Chiret, of Cil Chonaigh, was his mother.” And in the Chronicon
Scotorum, and the Annals of the Four Masters, his death is recorded :—«

Mochua, son of Lonan, quievit. A.p. 657. Mochua, son of Lonan, died.”

It is related in the life of St. Munna, the founder of the church of Taghmon in

A.D. 654.

S e S
' See Irish Names of Places, p. 291, Joyce.
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Wexford, that “ Mochua, son of Lonan, cured him .nf the
beginning.” (Mart. Donegal, p. 281.)

The Four Masters record the deaths of several ecclesiastics connected with this
place. At the date ro41, it is styled Teach Mochua-mic-Lonain! The oratory of

Timahoe is alluded to at the date 1069, and the place is said to have been burned in the
year 1142,

leprosy which he had from the

Dr. O'Donovan has some interesting remarks on this tower in the following extracts
from his letters on the Antiquities of the Queen's County.

“In this parish is situated the village of Timahoe, which is well known to
antiquaries as containing the ruins of a monastery and round tower. 1 examined
the localities of this village to-day, but was much disappointed at finding no ruin
of a primitive Irish church near the round tower. Nothing at all of antiquarian interest
is to be seen here but the tower itself, for the fragment which remains of the monastery is
nearly featureless, containing only one pointed arch in the east gable, which is stopped up
with mason-work and much dishgured. DBut I look upon the round tower as a curiosity
in consequence of its very beautiful and exquisitely finished doorway, which differs widely
from any that I have yet seen. This tower (according to the natives of the village of

Timahoe, who saw it measured,) is g6 feet in height and 57 feet in circumference at

“. .. I cannot understand how the door was fastened in this doorway. The whole of

the tower is built of freestone, which is not the stone of the district. A considerable part of
the west side is better built than any other part, and it would appear to me that the whole

building was remodelled. 1 think that the doorway is one of the ninth century or tenth
century, as it differs so materially in size and other characteristics from all the doorways of

the other towers that I have seen : there is no well nor other feature at Timahoe called after
the patron saint, A.D. 1069. ‘Gillamaire Mac Duibh, chief Hy Crimhthannan was slain by

Macraith Ua Mordha in the doorway of the Oratory of Timahoe, after they had first
mutually sworn on (the reliquary called) Caimin, which Mac Duff at the time held in his
hand ; so that the caimin is yet and will for ever remain stained with his (Mac Duft’s)
blood. Magrath O’More was afterwards killed at Mullean na Crosan, in the vicinity of
Aghadbo, having the caimin then in his possession, in revenge of his having violated (the
reliquary of) the saints of Fintan, Mochua, and Colman.’

“« What this caimin, which in the time of the above entry was stained with the

! See Irish Names of Places, p. 291, Joyce. See Annals of the Four Masters, vol. i. p. 897, for another
translation of this passage.
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blood of Mac Duff, was, I have nothing to determine; but I think it was a crozier from
the etymon of the word, which means * a crooked little thing,” which might become a local
name for a crozier which had belonged to either of the three local Saints Fintan, Mochua,

and Colman. The Irish still believe that the stain caused by the blood of a murdered

person can never be removed. I could hear nothing of any reliquary belonging to
T'imahoe now existing in the country.

“ Has Mr. Petrie ever heard of the caimin or determined what it was? Tradition

says that friars dwelt in the abbey of Timahoe until the year 1650, when Colonels
Hudson and Reynolds overran the Queen’s County, and among other acts of cruelty and

devastation unavoidable in time of war murdered all the friars of this abbey and dismantled
their house. The place where they were massacred is still called the road of murder.”?

CLOICTHECH UI RUAIRC.

O'RorkEe’'s BELFRY, CLONMACNOIS.

PLATE LXXXI.

77 _ — HIS belfry is named from Fergal O'Rorke, king of Connaught, by whom
X l"' @/ =<7 it is said to have been built. It stands 108 ft. to the north-west of the

s | g¢ Cathedral of Clonmacnois, and rests on a circular plinth; it is built of hard
limestone. The greater part of the tower is fine jointed ashlar masonry, but
the upper part is rubble walling of undressed limestone, It is interesting to observe that
here the ruder and very inferior work is superimposed upon the fine and highly finished
work of the first builders of the tower. More than one instance of this peculiarity may
be observed in Ireland, where the inferior masonry is evidently work of a later period.
It occurs in the round towers of Tullaherin in the county of Kilkenny and in that of
T'imahoe, as well as in the wall of the nave of Tomgrany Church.

The door is round-headed, with a regular arch of ashlar, and the sides, which are

inclined, are formed of six stones, part of the regular and nearly parallel courses of

masonry which continue all round the tower. Altogether the construction of this aperture
1s more regular than is usually seen in these towers.

— e —

' See Ord. Survey Letters, Queen’s Co., vol. i. p. 279.
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There are eight windows in the belfry story, all square-headed, with a single long
stone forming the top; the other windows are all of the same form.

HistoricaL Notes oN O'RorkE's Tower.—The erection of this tower by Fergal
O'Rourke, who was king of Connaught from the year 957 to 964, is described in the

following passage, taken from the Registry of Clonmacnois, a document of the fourteenth
century, as translated by Duald Mac Firbis for Sir James Ware :—

“And the same O'Ruairk of his deuotion towards y* Church undertooke to repayre those Churches and to

keep them in reparation during his life upon his owne chardges, and to make a causey or a Toghar from y* place
called Cruan na feadh to Tubhar Conaire, and from Iubhar to y* Logh ; and the said Fergal did performe it, togither

w™ all other promises y* he made to Cluain, and the repayring of that number of Chaples or Cells, and the making
of that Causey, or Taghar, and hath for a monument built a small steep castle or steeple, commonly called in Insh
Claicthough, in Cluain, as a memoriall of his owne parte of that Cemeterie : and the said Fergal hath made all those
Cells before specified in Mortmaine for hym and his heires to Cluain ; and thus was the sepulture of the O'Ruairks
bought."— Journal of the Kilkenny, &., Archaol. Soc., vol. 1. p. 452 (New Series).

The date of this tower would be fixed by this passage were it not that the document
in which it appears has been shown by Dr. Petrie to be of too apocryphal a character to
entitle it to much weight, and it has been suggested by the latter writer that this belfry
was commenced at least as early as the year go8, when the Cathedral was erected by the
Monarch Flann O'Melaghlin and the abbot Colman. The questions as to the date of this
belfry, which it remains for future antiquaries to solve, are as follows :—

.—Was it erected in the year go8, at the same period as the cathedral to which it
belonged ?

[[.—Was it erected between the year 950 and 964 by Fergal O'Rorke, king of
Connaught ?

[1.—Was it commenced between the years 1089 and 1103 by Cormac, son of
Conn na mbocht, who commenced the work afterwards finished by Flathvertagh O'Longsie
of finishing and roofing the Cathedral of Clonmacnois ?

In support of the second assertion, it may be well to remark that the year 964 In
which Fergal O'Rorke died, was also marked by the death of Cormac Ua Cillen, the
builder of the belfry and church of Tomgrany (see Chron. Scot.), who was abbot of
Clonmacnois and Tomgrany, and who also built the church, called from him Tempil
O'Cillen, at Clonmacnois. The striking similarity that exists between the masonry of this
belfry and the oldest part of the walls of Tomgrany Church, and the peculiar occurrence
of fine jointed ashlar superimposed by rubble, which may be observed in both these
buildings, seem to support the theory as to their similarity of age, and to corroborate the

testimony of the Registry as to the period when this tower was built. At whatever

vor,, II. ¥
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time it was begun, it was finished in the year 1120, as we learn from the following
passages :—A. D, 1120. The great belfry of Cluain-mic-Nois was finished by Gillacrist Ua
Maeléoin and by Toirdhealbhach Ua Conchobhair. (Chron. Scot) 4.D. 1124. The
finishing of the cloictheach of Cluain-mic-Nois by Ua Maeléoin, successor of Ciaran.’
(Ann. Four Mast.) The ecclesiastic here mentioned as finishing this work with the assist-
ance of Turlough O'Conor, king of Connaught, is styled by the same authorities, bishop or
abbot of Clonmacnois, the fountain of wisdom, knowledge, and charity, and the head of

prosperity and affluence in Ireland.
The next entry regarding this tower, occurring in the same authorities, is as follows :

A.D. 1131.  Lightning knocked off the head of the steeple of Cluain-mic-Nois, and pierced

the steeple of Roscre. (Chron. Scot.)) A.p. 1135. Lightning struck off the head of the
cloictheach of Cluain-mic-Nois, and pierced the cloictheach of Ros Cre. (Ann. Four Mast.)

From this record we must fear that none of the work executed in the year 1124 is
now remaining. It is quite obvious, as Dr. Petrie remarks, that, when the still existing
restoration after the injury recorded in 1135 was made, the tower was reduced considerably
in its original height, as proportioned to its circumference, and the masonry is totally
different and inferior in character to that of the older part of the building. When
speaking of the history of this tower, Dr. Petrie adds :*—

“We have decisive evidence in the Annals of the Four Masters to prove that this
Tower of Clonmacnois, if not the smaller one also, was appropriated to the use of a

belfry, and known by the same name as originally, so late as the year 1552, when
Clonmacnois was plundered by the English garrison of Athlone,—an event of which the

tradition of the place still preserves, with all its details, as lively an impression, as if it
had been only of recent occurrence.” It is thus pathetically recorded :—

A.D. 1552. Clonmacnois was plundered and devastated by the Galls (English) of Athlone, and the large
bells were taken from the “ Cloictheach.” There was not left, moreover, a bell small or large, an image, or an
altar, or a book, or a gem, or even glass in a window, from the wall of the church out, which was not carried off.
Lamentable was this deed, the plundering of the city of Ciaran, the holy patron.

! See Note to the Ann. Four Mast., vol. ii. p. 978.
* Eccl. Architecture, p. 370.
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CLOICTHECH ACHAID DA EO.

BeELFRY oF Acuapok, County oF Kerry.

PLATE LXXXII.

" name signifies “ the field of two yews,” and the place must have bnrne this
appellation at a very early time, since, in a poem attributed to Oisin, pre-
served in a MS. in Trinity College, Dublin, H. 2. 18, fol. 160. b, the Plain of Two Yews
is mentioned in connection with the names of other objects, rivers, hills, mountains, &c.,
which lie in the neighbourhood of Aghadoe.

Only a small portion of the tower remains, but it is sufficient to show its construction.
It stands about 30 yards to the north-west of the doorway of the church. It is built of
sandstone, the same as that of the nave in the latter. The stones are dressed, and
the courses irregular. It is all ashlar; the masonry is rather fine jointed, the wall grouted.
It is 7 ft. in diameter internally, and the walls are 4 ft. thick. When Dr. Petrie first saw

it, it was more than 20 ft. in height, and the doorway, which i1s now destroyed, was at

the height of 12 ft. from the ground.

ACHADH DA EO.

Acuapoe MiLitary Rounn ToweR.

- PraTE LXXXIIL

HIS tower is situated outside the wall of the churchyard of Aghadoe,
a little way down the hill to the south. It is very rudely built of boulder

CF stones and rubble masonry. The plan of the building is that of a circular
Norman keep of the thirteenth century. It measures 21 ft. in diameter
inside, and the wall is about 6 ft. thick. There is a staircase in the thickness of the wall,
and there are marks of two floors remaining, but the staircase leads only to the first floor.
The doorway is on the east, at the level of the ground. The walls have a very slight
batter at the base. This tower stands in a square intrenchment of a bank and fosse,
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with projecting bastions on the south side. This building was evidently one of the

castles built by the first Anglo-Norman settlers in Ireland.’

HistoricaL NoTes oN AcHapDoOE—The earliest mention of this church which has
been found is that contained in the Annals of Inisfallen, at the year 992 (which answers

to 1009 of the Four Masters), where it is related that *“ Maelsuthain hua Cerbaill, chief

sage of Ireland, rested in Christ, ab Achud-deo.” The Four Masters, in recording the

death of this ecclesiastic, omit the place of his death : * Maelsuthain Ua Cearbhaill, of
the family of Inis-Faithlenn, chief doctor of the western world in his time, and Lord of
Eoghanacht of Loch-Lein, died after a good life.” At 1027, the Annals of Inisfallen

record the “ Repose of Moenach of Muccruma in Achuddeo.” And again, at 1044, the
following entry occurs: “ Hua Cathail, king expectant of Eoganachta of Loch Lein, was
taken from the Daimliac (stone church) of Achiddeo, and was slain afterwards.” The
Annals of Tighernach, as edited by O'Conor, place this event at 1061, “ Ua Catail, king

of Eoghanacht was taken from the damliag of Maenach, and was put to death.” This is
a curious entry, and seems to make Maenach, possibly the individual mentioned in the
preceding extract, a patron and perhaps the first builder of a stone church here. “In
1158, says Dr. Lanigan, “the great church of Aghadoe in the now county of Kerry, was

finished by Auliffe mér, of the territory called Na Cuimsionach, and son of Aongus
d

O’'Donoghue.”® 1In 1177, McCarthy, who a few years before had submitted to Henry I1.,

attempted resistance to that sovereign, who, in consequence, gave his territory to those

two famous knights, Miles Cogan and Fitzstephen. They, having established themselves
at Cork, soon after made an expedition as far as Aghadoe, where they remained two

days and nights. In 1231, Aodh, son of Auliffe Mér O'Donohue, i.e. son of the
chieftain who had finished the church, as Lanigan says, died and was buried in the church

' I am informed by the Rev. James Graves that three such towers are known to exist in the County of
Kilkenny, one in Waterford, and one in Wexford. It is probable that Lord Dunraven introduced this plate as
llustrating the difference between the masonry of the circular towers built at first by the Anglo-Normans in Ireland,
and those of the native architects.—Eb.

* Dr. Lanigan refers to the Annals of Innisfallen as his authority for this statement, but the best copy, in
fact the original of these annals, has an hiatus from 1114 to 1159 ; it is the Bodleian copy published in O'Connor,
Rer. Hib. Scrip.  Some other copies reduce the hiatus, but do not, so far as we have seen, supply this entry for
r158. It seems probable that Lanigan's reference is a mistake, yet, as he is in general so conscientious a writer,
and here had no motive but to show what little was known of an obscure bishopric, his statement may be taken.
The same writer adds: “ The history of the See of Aghadoe is exceedingly obscure; and I am not able to
determine whether it existed or not at this time. It is probable that it rose from the Monastery of Inisfallen,

but when I cannot tell. Smith says (History of Kerry, p. 147), that its cathedral was dedicated to St. Finan. This

was the St. Finan, surnamed the leper, who founded the Monastery of Imsfallen,” (See Lanigan, Eccl. Hist. of
Ireland, vol. iv. pp. 168, 169, 170.)
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of Aghadoe. In the ecclesiastical Taxation of 1306, this church is only noticed as the
head of an Archdeaconry, *“ Archidiaconatus de Hacudeo.” The Four Masters have no

mention of this place till 1581, where they write the name Ackadk-da-eo.

We have no record of any bishop of Aghadoe; nor is the see mentioned at either

of the synods which shortly before the English invasion extinguished some of the sees
and settled the rest. It is known as a bishop's see only in union with the see of Ardlfert.

The bishops of that place, after the twelfth century, were styled bishops of Ardfert and
Aghadoe until the union of Ardfert with Limerick in 1663, after which the bishops

were styled after all three places.’

CLOICTHECH EANACH-DUIN.

BeLFry oF ANNADOWN, CounTy OF GALwAY.

PLATE LXXXIV.

F’“ HIS belfry is situated in the parish of Kilcoona in the barony of Clare and
| : cnunt}r of Galway, on the main road from Galway to Headford. The parish
“”' [,,L It in which it stands is situated in the diocese of Annadown, three miles from
H:?:'::"-z'—_'r'-"'fj the ruins now so called. The tower stands a few paces to the south-west
of the ruined church of St. Cuanna, Although it is now only 7 or 8 ft. in height, it is the
finest base of any round tower that [ have seen. It springs from two plinths which project
about 8 or ¢ in. and are g or 10 in, high. The lower course is 2 ft. 2 in. high, the next
[ ft. 6 in., one of the stones being nearly 5 ft. long. The masonry is rough ashlar.

It has been shown by Sir William Wilde that this belfry may probably be identified
with the Cloicthech Eanachduin or belfry of Annadown, mentioned in the Annals of
the Four Masters. This, he observes, “is the latest notice of the erection of a Cloicthech,
bell-house or round tower in Ireland, and antiquaries have anxiously sought for the
building referred to; but,” he adds, “after a vigorous scrutiny on several occasions, we

have not been able to discover the slichtest vestige of any such structure in or about

the ruins of Annadown.” He therefore concludes that the Annalists referred to this

Cloicthech in the diocese of Annadown in the following entry:—“a.p. 1238, The

Cloicthech of Annadown was erected” (see Ann. Four Masters, vol. iii. p. 297).

I See Gentleman's Magazine, vol. xvi. New Series, part 1, p. 409. .
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CLOICTHECH DISERT TOLA.

BerLrry oF Disert O'DEA, County OF CLARE.

: -:1-..._;_.

PLATE LXXXYV,

ﬁf”
'!...J 4};’
- .'r HIS belfry is situated in the parish of Dromore and barony of Inchiquin,

OSF in the county of Clare, six miles to the north of Ennis on the road to Corohin.
@ ¢ The tower appears to be a building of earlier date than the church, and this

idea is corroborated by the fact that the door of the tower does not face that
of the church, as is generally the case when the buildings are contemporaneous. The
church doorway is in the south wall of the building, while the tower stands within 7 feet
of the north-west angle of the church. The masonry is of ordinary-sized stones and 1n

irregular courses. The top of this tower with the greater part of one side is broken away ;
the present height is soft.; itis 61 ft. in circumference, and its internal diameter is 10ft. 21in,,

while the wall is 5 ft. thick. There is a breach at the base of the door with inserted joints.
There is a striking feature in the construction of this tower which only occurs in the
case of two other such belfries in Ireland, that of Ardmore in the county of Waterford
and Killossy in Kildare. Instead of tapering gradually towards the top, diminution
in size is marked by steps thus, each curved offset marking the position of, and as it
were giving outward expression to, the successive stories within. In the other
two instances named, these offsets are adorned with moulded string-courses, which
fact increases their great resemblance to the Campanili
at Ravenna.

The doorway is at the height of 13 ft. from the

ground ; it is round-headed, with inclined sides, and
measures 5 ft. 10 in. in height, 2 ft. 10 in. 1n width at
the top, and 3 ft. at the base. The door has a reveal
in the inner side, which is 6 in. wide, and 3 in. deep.
T'he stones which form the jambs of the door extend
the full thickness of the wall, and are well-worked
limestone. Near the top of the tower there is a de-

cided ogee Gothic window, only one side of which is

left. 1 see no mark in the masonry of its being an

r ey
insertion. There are appearances of horizontal stones DooRWAY OF BELFRY, DiserT O'DEA.

as for a roof ; perhaps this tower was partly broken down and was used in the fourteenth
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or fifteenth century like that at Kilmallock, having a new summit added to it.  Another

circumstance favours this view : there is a small triangular-headed opening seen from the
inside, which does not, now, extend through the wall; perhaps the wall was refaced out-

wardly and this aperture closed up. This opening is very near its present summit.

Historica. NoTes oN Disert O'DEa.—St. Tola, who founded this church, lived in
the beginning of the eighth century; he died in the year 733 on the 30th of March, the
day on which his anniversary was celebrated, as we read in the Martyrology of Donegal.

“ Tola, Bishop of Disert Tola, in the upper part of D4l Cais, in Thomond. He was of
the race of Corbmac, son of Tadhg, son of Cian, son of Oilioll Olum.”

T'his saint must not be confounded with Tola of Ardbreacain in Meath, who died in
the year 760. The Meath 1ola was commemorated at a place likewise called Disert Tola,
now called Disert-Taula, or Dysart, as in the Ordinance Survey, a townland in the parish
of Killulagh, barony of Delvin, county of Westmeath. This place is noticed by the Four
Masters at 970, 1010, 1034 ; and the successors of Tola at 975, 1010, 1028. This Tola
had been bishop of Cluain-Iraird (Clonard), and died in 733."

The memory of St. Tola of Dal Cais in Thomond is still venerated, and pilgrimages
are made to the well of this saint on the 3oth of March. The name of the place was
changed in the sixteenth century to Disert O'Dea, being called from a chieftain of the
Kinel Fearmaic named Donell Moel O'Dea, who built a castle at a short distance to the
north-west of St. Tola’s church, the ruins of which are still standing.

CLOICTHECH AIRDE-MOIRE,

BeLFry OF ArpMORE, County oF WATERFORD.

PLATES LXXXVI AxND LXXXVIL.

F i-.ﬁ.-.-
"L ZZ¥HIS belfry is situated in the parish of Ardmore, in the barony of Decies

and county of Waterford.

This is the most remarkable tower I have seen, It rises to a height of
95 ft., has a conical roof, and is nearly perfect. Last year the cap-stone
fell down, and only half of it is now preserved, of which this is a section, see fig, a; }
it is about 2 ft. high and is semicircular, 1ft. 8in. in diameter; the other half must -
have been split off, There is a projection near the top of the tower, which must be

artificial, but it is now so worn that it is impossible to know what its design was.

| See Ann. Four Mast.,, vol ii. p. 1191, Addenda.
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The masonry is of the best description, fine jointed, well dressed, and square ashlar
of reddish grey sandstone inside and outside. In the upper portion the joints are wider

than below : this may be caused by the wearing of the edges of the stones, owing to the
loss of mortar in the places most exposed to the weather. The courses vary in thickness

from 6 to 10 in.

O’'Donovan describes the wall as only 3 ft. 4% in. in thickness, which, he observes, 1s
less than that of any tower he had hitherto met with. The diameter of the tower at the
level of the floor on the inside is g ft. 5 in., and it gradually lessens towards the top. The
tower at the base measures 52 ft. in circumference externally. It is divided into four
portions, the wall not diminishing in a continuous line from bottom to top, as is usual, but
having three slight offsets, each of these being marked by bands, which are half rounds, the
tower diminishing in size from 4 to 6 in. at each; these external bands mark three of
the stories within. The tower stands on a very slightly projecting double plinth course,
the lower course of which is of rough,—the upper, of wrought stone.

The doorway stands at a height of 13 ft. from the ground; it faces east-north-east,
and 1s round-headed with inclined sides; it measures 5 ft. 10in. in height, 2 ft. 2 in. wide
at the base, 1 ft. 10 1n. at the springing of the arch, and 3 ft. 4 in. in depth. The
doorway 1s likewise surrounded by a moulding, of which I give a section;
this moulding is carried under the cill as well as round the arch, which is

an Irish peculiarity. It should also be noticed that this cill 1s formed of a

. . . = . ARDMORE DOOR
very long stone. Inside there were four stones projecting 6 in. or 8 in., MouLbiNG.

with square mortices, one of which is now broken, measuring 3} in. by 3 in., for receiving
bolts by which to secure the door, and a part of an iron gudgeon may still be seen in one
of the stones in the inner corner of the doorway.

The upper windows face about west-north-west, and east-south-east. In the top story
immediately under the conical roof there are four larger windows with inclined jambs ; the
one on the south side is square-headed both inside and outside, and the other three are
triangular-headed outside, but round or shouldered within the thickness of the wall. One
of these windows is 2 ft. 51n. high. A remarkable feature exists in two of these windows :
in the interior the front of the arch is broken ; this only extends about 6 in. outwards, then
in the next stones the arch is complete, and behind this second arch rises the external
triangular head of the window. As this happens in two cases, it can hardly arise from
accident, or from the stone breaking. Here the wall is 2 ft. 8 in. thick; the height of these
windows is 4 ft. to the top of the arch, the triangular-headed windows are about 8 or ¢ in.
higher.,

1This tower is fully floored in the old places, the joists resting on the offsets: in the
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second story, that 1s, the one above the story in which the door is placed, the window is

square, 1 ft. 7 in. high, and 1 ft. wide, and the Jambs are vertical. In the third story the
window is also square, 2ft. 1in. high, and 1t 2in. wide, jambs vertical, and 2 ft. 10in.

deep. In the fourth story the window is round-headed, and § in. broad, and faces to the
south.

The height from the door to the level of the floor inside is about 8 ft. On this story

there are several projecting stones at a height of about 9 or 10ft. above the floor: these
corbels are carved, one representing a human head, others animal heads, and another a

spiral design. There are also heads on projecting stones in the other stories, but they are

fewer, and having no light, I could not examine them. O'Donovan states that when he

BELFRY OF ARDMORE.

visited this tower there were bars of iron placed across exactly under the conical roof, from
which the bells were hung, and which were held by tradition to have been there since the
time of St. Declan.

The tower stands about thirty yards south of the nave of the church, on the east side,
and its doorway faces the cell of St. Declan, which is about forty yards off. These
buildings have been already described in the Notes on the Architecture of Ireland, which

appeared in the Gentleman's Magazine, vol, 17, new series, part ii, and in the work
lately published by Mr. Brash on the Eccl. Architecture of Ireland, p. 113

YOL. Il s
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“ T'he architectural history of the church is tolerably clear. The earliest portion is
that already mentioned at the west end of the choir. This is of the same character as the

oratory of St. Declan, and no doubt of the same date. From the veneration in which
these early buildings were held in Ireland, it seems to have been the almost universal
custom to retain some portion of them where practicable, and this portion was always

retained whatever alteration the church might undergo. It seems probable that another
church was built in the twelfth century, of which the lower part of the west end is a portion ;

and that this was in its turn mostly rebuilt and its chancel lengthened by Moelettrim at the
end of the twelfth century.”!

HisTorICAL NoOTES ON ARDMORE.—The church at Ardmore was founded by St.

Declan, whose memory is venerated on the 24th of July, at which date he is thus com-
memorated in the “ Martyrology of Donegal,” p. 201 :—

Declan, of Ard-mdr, son of Erc, son of Maicniadh, Bishop and Confessor. He was of the race of Eochaidh
Finn Fuathairt, from whom Brighit descended, and Deitsin was the name of his mother. Colmén, a holy bishop,
baptized him. On one occasion, as he was coming from Rome, he forgot a bell (which had been sent him from
heaven) upon a rock which was in the port, and the rock swam after him, so that it arrived before the ship in
Enn, and Declan said that where the rock should touch land, there God would permit him to erect a church, and

this was afterwards fulfilled. This church is situated in Dési of Munster, where he performed many signs and
miracles.

T'he name of Declan occurs among those of the ecclesiastics said by Ussher and Ware
to have been precursors or forerunners of St. Patrick * in the fifth century. This, however,

must be a mistake, since he was a contemporary of Ailbe, who died in 527, or according to
another date 541. He is described as travelling to Rome when he was consecrated a
bishop, and he there first met Ailbe, with whom he contracted a firm friendship, and they
scparated with the kiss of peace. On his return to his native country, he devoted himself
especially to the conversion of his own tribe, in Dési of Munster : he also visited his
birthplace near Lismore, and paid a second visit to Rome. On his homeward journey
he stopped at Killmuine or Menevia, and remained forty days with St. David. On his
voyage to Ireland, as is related in the Life of Declan, c. iv. n. 32, he was miraculously
guided to a spot called Ard-na-gcaorach, “the hill of the sheep,” altitudo ovium, but to
which he afterwards gave the name of Ard-mér, “ the great hill or height,” which it still
retains ; and here he fixed his church and monastery.*

“ It is probable that the foundation thus established went on Increasing in importance

' See Gentleman's Magazine, vol. xvii. new series, part ii.

* Ussher Primord. p. 782; Ware, Antiq. vol. i. p. 10. Vit S. Declani, cap. i. Actt. SS. Bolland, tom. v.
Julii, p. 304.

* See Todd's St. Patrick, Introd. p. 218. V2bid. p. 211.
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and reputation, though we find no mention of it in the Annals until 1170, when it had
been advanced to be a bishopric, as we discover in that year that the Bishop of Ardmore
swore fealty to Henry 11, and in 1174, Eugene, Bishop of Ardmore, is a subscriber to the

charter granted to the monastery of St. Finbar at Cork, by Dermot, King of Munster.

Soon after the arrival of the English, the bishopric of Ardmore was united with that of
Lismore, though it is not recorded whether this took place in the latter part of the twelfth
or the commencement of the thirteenth century, Bishop Eugene wrote a Life of St.
Cuthbert, in which he incidentally mentions Ardmore as the place where * Declan magni-

ficently rests ;' but whether he intended to say that he rested in his own oratory, or in a

tomb in the more modern cathedral, it is not possible to guess. It is natural to Suppose,

and this extract seems to confirm the supposition, that the church must before this
time have been enlarged, to meet the increased importance of the place. This would
probably be in the twelfth century. This in its turn, as was the universal custom when a
church increased in reputation and funds were forthcoming, would be wholly or in part
swept away, rebuilt, or enlarged according to circumstances; and this we find was the
case in this church, for it is recorded in the Annals of Innisfallen, 1203, that Maelettrim
O'Duibhe-eathra, the reverend priest of Ardmore, died after he had ordered and finished
the church of Ardmore. This, no doubt, is the date of the chief part of the present

church—that is, the end of the twelfth century, This priest is said to have been Bishop of
Ardmore when he died, but this is not certain,”?

TEMPUL CHAIMHGHIN.

St. KeviN's Cuurcl, GLENDALOUGIL.

i & | PraTe LXXXVIIL
’ L f HIS appears to be the most perfect as well as the oldest existing instance

f (‘ IH of the round belfry attached to the church, and evidently coeval with it.
‘(ﬂ The remains of several such buildings still exist in Ireland, besides which

similar ones have been found in the Orkney islands to be hereafter noticed.

The steeple of this little church is 4 ft. wide at the top. The tower rises 9 it. above
the ridge of the roof of the church from which it springs. There are four apertures at

the top like windows, which must have been for giving free egress to the sound of the

! See Gentleman's Magazine, vol. xvii.,, New Series, part ii. The writer here apparently quotes from Archdall,

(see Archd. Mon. Hib. v. 11, p. 684) who refers to these annals under the name “Annals of Munster.” The
editor cannot find this entry in any Dublin copy of the annals of Inisfallen.
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bell Three holes are still visible, pierced through the barrel vault which forms the roof

of the nave directly under the tower, which were evidently for the passage of the bell ropes.

The conical roof of this belfry is still perfect. A regular barrel vault forms the ceiling to

‘he church, on which the exterior straight-sided roof is raised (see fig. 18, plate facing p. 68, vol.
i.), the stones of the outer roof nrojecting one beyond the other till they meet at the apex,
s in the case of the earlier oratories, the curve of which leaves a hollow space or croft
in the upper part of the roof, with the back of the vault for a floor and the sloping walls
of the roof for sides. This little chamber is about 5 ft. high by 5 ft. wide, lighted at the
cast end by a small window, while at the west it opens to the belfry. Access is attained
to this croft, as is usually the case in such buildings, through a hole in the vault.

This church is altogether the most curious building at Glendalough. It consisted of
~ove and chancel: the latter is now destroyed. There is a sacristy on the north side.
The nave measures 23 ft. in length by 15 ft. wide, and the walls are 3 ft. 6 in. thick;
they are of large rubble masonry, hammer-dressed, and formed of a mixture of granite
and mica slate, and they appear to have been dashed although the gable was not so; this
portion of the building is of different masonry from the walls of the nave. Thereisa
curious cornice or water-table running entirely round the building, which projects 5 in.
and is 1 in. thick, formed of a rough round moulding on the west side, the stones are

joggled thus. . RN AN E X ST, ) Both nave

and chancel were o ft. high to the roof and 20 ft. to the ridges. The west door measures

> ft. gin. wide at the base, and 2 ft. 9 in. at the top; its height is 7 ft. 2in. The lintel
measures 5 ft. g in. in length and 1 ft. in height. There is a round arch over the

lintel, as in the doorway of the neighbouring cathedral and of Britway in the county of

Cork. The lintel has a projecting ledge outside, with two circular mortices or holes 2 in.
in diameter. and underneath there is a hole 1 in. in the cill flag; this contrivance was

probably for securing the door, slung like a shutter from the lintel. The projection is

6 in. deep and the projecting part g in. high.

There are two windows in the east wall. The upper one is square headed, the
lower one is round arched, the arch being scooped out of one stone. The internal arch
of this window has well-cut granite voussoirs separated by undressed voussoirs of mica
slate : it is about 2 ft. 6 in. wide internally and about 1 ft. externally. The chancel arch
was opened through the east wall, cutting the old east window in half, the rest of which
was then blocked up. It measured g ft. in height and 5 ft. in width,

Petrie says that the chancel was 11 ft. 3 in. long, ¢ ft. 3 in. wide, and was lighted by
two round-headed windows, the arch being scooped out of single stones, one in the east
and the other in the south wall, the latter being 2 ft. 3 in. in height and 8 in. wide. The
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chancel had a roof of stone, the same pitch as the nave, The sacristy had a barrel
vault, but the stone roof is ruined; its wall is not bonded in to the nave. There is a

little round-headed window, - an engraving of which may be seen in the Gentleman's
Magazine, New Series, vol. xvi. The arch is scooped out of a single stone, the jambs are
vertical, and it is 6} in. wide outside, and 2 ft. 7in. wide inside; it is 2 ft. high externally.
I'his sacristy measures 10 ft. by 8, and the walls are 2 ft. 7 in. thick. In both build-
ings the walls are g ft. high to the beginning of the roof, and 20ft. to the ridges.

The roof is very high pitched and composed of oblong flags from 4 to 10 in. thick,
and from roin. to 3ft in length ; these slabs are dressed on the upper and lower beds
and face to the slope of the roof; they are closely jointed and in fine preservation ex-
cepting the ridge stone, which has disappeared. We learn from the “ Annals of the Four
Masters™ that in the twelfth century, as Dr. Petrie remarks, “ this building was known by

the appellation of Cro Caoimghin or St. Kevin's House.” The passage is as follows :

“A.D. 1163, Glendalough was burned, with Cro Ciarain, Cro Caoimghin, and the church
of the two Sinchells.”

CLOICTHECH TEAMPUIL FINGIIN.

BeELFrY oF ST. Fivan's CHuRrcH.

PLATES LAXXXIX AND XC.

<. macnois, in the barony of Garrycastle in the King's county. It rises to
) . i 2 height of 56 ft. and is 49 ft. in circumference, while the wallis 3 ft. thick.
This is the most interesting monument at Clonmacnois; the tower is,
I think, built of sandstone, although the writer on Irish architecture in the Gentleman’s
Magazine, New Series, vol. xvii. says it is of the hard limestone of the country. The
masonry is ashlar but not so fine jointed as that of O'Rorke’s tower. Petrie describes
the masonry in the following words : * This tower as well as the church with which it is
connected is wholly built of ashlar masonry of a fine sandstone laid in horizontal courses,
and is of unusually small size.” In the interior may be seen rests for five floors, each
story as usual being lighted by a small aperture ; the upper story is singular in having
only two openings, one facing the north and the other the south.

There is a striking feature in the construction of the conical roof, which is that the
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masonry is of herring-bone ashlar, and this is the only tower in Ireland in which such
work occurs. The lower windows of this tower are round headed, the others square-

topped with a round head slightly recessed over each. This recess or reveal in the
upper windows differs in character from that seen in such apertures in the other towers.

This belfry joins on to the chancel arch of St. Finan’s church. The masonry of the

chancel, which is still standing, is not quite so regular as that of the tower. The chancel
arch is a beautiful example of the ornamented Irish Romanesque : it is of three orders:

the first is an insertion of the 15th century, the second has banded shafts, the bands being
heads, which are of a similar character to those in the Nun's church near. The capitals

are an Irish variety of the scolloped capital, and the arches are decorated with a chevron in

low relief. The nave of this church has fallen, but the base of the south door has been

recently laid bare, and its character is quite the same as that of the chancel arch.

A question has been raised as to whether the church and tower are cotemporaneous,

or whether the tower is the oldest and was at first an isolated building to which the

church was afterwards added ; but the more closely the construction of both is examined

the more clearly they are seen to form part of the same work. The Rev, James

Graves, when describing the works carried on at Clonmacnois under his inspection

that on
laying bare the base course of the tower and following the south wall of the body

of the church from its junction with the tower,

for the preservation of the ancient monuments in the year 18635, states®

they found the church and tower to

from the level of the ground,

no trace in the masonry of the wall of any such aperture having existed.
The only door to the tower is that on the ground-floor,

church, and the same tun]ing or chisel

but there is

which communicates with the
marks are observable on the side opposite the door

T'he lower window of the tower and east window
of the church have much the same character.

from the church as on the side next it.

HistoricaL Notes o St. FivaN's Cured.— The history of this church has already

been discussed by Dr. Petrie, and he rejects the theory of Sir James Ware, grounded on a
statement in the Registry of Clonmacnois, that the church was built in

century, and named after a chieftain called Fineen Mac Carthy Moér.
the contrary, so early as the year 1013,

the thirteenth

He proves that, on
a church was in existence at Clonmacnois which bore

' See Letter published in Gentleman’s Magazine, New Series, vol, xvii. p. 699.
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the name of St. Finghin, a saint of the primitive Irish church, to whom it was dedicated.
The passage is as follows :—

“A.D. 1015, A great wind [storm occurred] in the autumn of this year, the like or

similitude of which had not been found [observed] at this time, by which was prostrated
the great oak of Regles Finghin at Clonmacnois.”

From this passage it would appear that there was a church here in the year 1013.
In the twelfth or thirteenth century it became the cemetery of the Mc Carthy family.

DRUIM-CLIABH.

DrumcLiFF Cross axp Brrrry, County oF SLiGo.

PLATE XCI.

/ round tower, which now rises to a height of but 40 ft., is of plain masonry in

_ irregular courses, no cut or rounded stones being used. On the west side there
\j;"' 1s a double plinth course, each step here projecting 10 in., but on the east side
/ the lower step scarcely projects beyond the upper. The wall is cracked in three
places, and a great part of this tower was demolished for the erection of a bridge in the

neighbourhood. The door 1s 8{t. above the ground ; it has a lintel stone 3 ft. 6 in. long,

the top of which is curved, but I think that a stone was chosen which was naturally so
formed ; the door measures 5 ft. 2 in. high, 1 ft. 2 in. wide at the base and 1 ft. 8in. at the
top ; there is no trace of any window in the ruin.

According to tradition the church to which this belfry belonged was very old.
It stood at a few yards from the round tower. There are two fine crosses standing
near, one of which forms the principal feature in Plate XCI. The other is without
ornament. Mr. O'Neil, in his work on the Fine Arts of Ancient Ireland, page 31,
oives a full description of the sculptures on this monument. It is of hard sandstone
containing a large proportion of quartz, close grained and difficult to cut. The base
appears unfinished; 1t is r3ft. high, 3ft. 8in. wide at the cross arms, nearly a [oot
thick, tapering to 2in. less at top. On the east side there is at the bottom an inter-
laced ornament, above which stand the figures of Adam and Eve divided by the tree
round which the serpent winds; Eve holds the apple in her right hand. The tree

branches form an interlaced ornament. Above the tree is a lion-like animal carved

in high relief, over which is a representation apparently of David and Goliath. Over
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this is seen a figure of a man with two animals erect on their hind legs, one at each
side. The carving in the centre of the head of the cross is very much effaced, but
the subject appears to be the Last Judgment.

On the west side an interlaced ornament is seen at the bottom, above which is
a group of three figures standing; above these a strange animal is carved in high
relief, over which again stand three ficures. These are supposed to indicate the
seizure of Christ in the garden, and the Ecce Homo. Next above these, in the centre
of the head of the cross, is the Crucifixion, with lance and sponge ; the four portions

of the circle which connects the arms are covered with interlaced designs as well as

the rest of the cross.

DRUMCLIFF.

HistoricaL Notes on DrumcLiFr,—Druim-cliabh, “ Ridge of the baskets.” in the
barony of Carbury, county of Sligo, is a place of great antiquity, and was of such
importance that it gave to the territory in which it was situated the distinctive title
of *Cairbre of Drumcliff.” Mention is made of it in the Tripartite Life of St. Patrick,
P- 430, as a place which he passed when on his road from Killespugbrone to the neigh-
bourhood of Ballyshannon, It was intimately connected with the history of St. Columba,
first as lying near Culdrevny, where the battle was fought in which the saint took such
an active part, and afterwards as having a church of which he was the patron saint,’
The site was granted to St. Columba by Aedh, son of Ajnmire, king of Ireland,

the year 575, and it is mentioned in the Martyrology of Donegal,
the churches founded by him; and again it is stated at

about

page 151, as one of
page 165 of the same work that

——— L

' See Reeves's Adamnan, pp. 279, 289.
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Colum Cille blessed the place and left a cleric of his people there in the successorship of
the place, z.e. Mothairén of Druim-cliabh. In the entry of the Four Masters at 1187

(vol. 1il. p. 78), mention is made of this place in special connection with St. Columba.

Thus also at 1503, " O'Beollain,” parson of the church, is styled “ Coarb of St.
Columcille, at Drumclifi.”

An interesting memorandum by Dr. O'Donovan affords evidence that the Rnuﬁd
Tower of this church was severely damaged nearly five centuries ago. “ O'Flaherty adds

the following passage to the year 1396, in H. 2. 11. Trin. Coll. Dub.: Canipanile
| cloctee dpoma clyab fulmine destructum.—Mac Fivd.
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Part 1V.—IrisH RomMANESQUE.

SECTION L—BUILDINGS WITH DOUBLE STONE ROOFS.

TECH CHOLUIM-CILLE.

St. CoruMm-ciLLE's Housek.

(e PLATE XCII,
_-__!-_ - _.'- |I"I. d - - a * " " - 2

—— HIS building 1s situated outside the town of Kells in the north-west of the
i T ff*’ O

1
_|-- S
:" . -—I-I.
-

¢ county of Meath., It is divided into three stories, the lowest of which

appears to have been an oratory, the middle one a refectory, and the upper

a croft between the barrel vault, on which the steep roof rested, and the top of
the roof itself.  This latter was divided into three chambers,and appears to have served the
purpose of a dormitory (see plate facing page 50, figs. 3 and 4). The building is internally
19 ft. long by 15 ft. 5 in. wide, and the walls are 3 ft. 10in. thick. The height inside
to the crown of the vault is 23 ft.  The walls rise from a plinth course, and the masonry is
plain rubble, while the building is quite devoid of ornament of any kind. It is covered
by a stone rool ol steep pitch, carried by a semicircular barrel-vault built with a rude
approximation to a radiating arch, and not laid horizontally as in the arch in the small
church on Friar's Island, near Killaloe. The building is so thickly covered with vy that
the angle of the roof cannot be very satisfactorily measured, but it seems to be about 65"
which is much the same as that of St. Flannan's, Killaloe, Cormac’s Chapel, Cashel, and
St. Kevin's Church, Glendalough. The vault is 2 ft. thick." The west door is built up;

it was 8 ft. from the present level of the ground. Nothing remains but portions of the

* A detailed account of the construction of this roof will be found in the Introduction, vol. i. page xix.
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jambs and door cill. A door has been opened in the east wall, and since blocked up.

The present door is in the south wall. The east window is round-headed. The inner

arch i1s of hammered stone, but so covered with turf-soot that one cannot examine it. [t

1S 4 ft. 11 in. high by 2 ft. 9 in. and 2 ft. 11 in. wide. The window externally is 2 ft.
high and 1o in. wide at base and g in. at the top. The cill is 10 ft. above the ground.
Lhere is asmall triangular-headed south window at the same height from the floor. It is
3 ft. gin. to the top of the arch, 2 ft. 5in. to the top of the jambs, 1 ft. 8 in. wide at the
base, and 1 ft. 7 in. at the springing of the arch; both windows have a wide internal
splay. In the crown of the arched roof at the west end there is a square hole about 2 ft.
long by 1 ft. 6 in. broad, through which access was gained to the upper rooms. There
is a small square-headed window just below this which is covered with vy outside.
The three rooms in the upper chamber in the roof measure 6 ft. 3 in. in height. The
western chamber is 5 ft. 3 in. in length; the central, 4 ft. 4 in.; the eastern, 5 ft. 4 in. ;
and the partition walls are 1 ft. 9 in. thick (see hg. 4, plate facing page 50). These
chambers are all entered by round-arched doors formed of rough stone voussoirs. These
are 3 ft. 3in. high, 1 ft. 9 in. wide at the base, and 1 ft. 6 in. at the springing of the
arch.

The angle from the floor to the roof is about 1 ft. jin.to 6ft. There is no place

cxternally where the stones of the roof are visible. There is a small window in the eastern
room which is round-headed externally and square inside. This window is not shown in

the plate, being quite concealed from below by ivy.

The present mode of access to this portion of the building is by climbing up the wall

and roof outside, clinging to the ivy and grass with which it is covered, and letting your-
self down through a hole made in the ridge, which is about 16in, in width.!

! Lord Dunraven's further observation of this curious building was prevented by a severe injury sustained
from a fall he received while thus entering this chamber, and the editor therefore begs to add a few additional
notes in order to complete the description left unfinished by Lord Dunraven, of the oratory on the ground floor of
the building. She visited this place some years before in company with the Rev. Dr. Todd and Dr. Acland of
Oxford ; and, while all these notes are only her memoranda of what Dr. "I'odd observed, the illustrations of the
interior of the upper floor are from drawings made then by Dr. Acland.

Mr. Wakeman in a letter to Lord Dunraven, dated August jist, 1866, calls his attention to a cunious hook-
shaped stone projecting from the wall at the east end of the upper chamber in the intenior. He also observed
two such stones inside Devenish Round Tower, one on the second, the other on the third story.

“The roof is constructed on the overlaid principle of cubical and rectangular blocks of stone laid to the slope of

the roof, breaking joint, and bedded at an angle, to exclude moisture—the whole appearing quite sm.md, except
where injured by ivy and other vegetation displacing the stones. The general masonry is of a superior class of
rubble, the quoins and other dressings being squared with the chisel. The building is constructed of the hard

whinstone of the country,"—Brasu, Ecdesiastical Archilecture of Ireland, p. 12.
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The chamber on the first floor would seem to have been the chapel, and a singular
resemblance may be perceived in the arrangement of this chamber to that of some of the

chapels found in the catacombs of Rome, the altar having been placed in the centre of the

loor between the priest and the people. A square space in the centre of the ground floor
in this chapel of Columba’s House marks the place for the altar, while at the end, and built

into the wall, may be seen the priest’s stone seat facing the altar (see plate facing p. 50,
hg. 1). Fig. 2 shows the second seat turned sideways to the wall where the assistant

priest sat. lhis lower chamber was evidently the crypt, for the original doorway is on a
level with the central story of the building.

The history of the ecclesiastical establishment to which this building belonged has
been already noticed at page 21 of this volume.

\ CELL MAELCEDAIR.

KiLMALKEDAR, County oF KERRY.

PrLaTEs XCIIL XCIV. XCV. AND XCVI,

ELL MAELCEDALIR is situated in the townland of the same name, barony
of Corcaguiny and county of Kerry. This beautiful and very interesting

=

LD |

N church is most instructive; it consists of nave and chancel. The nave

measures 27 ft. 4 in. in length, and 17 ft. in width ; and its walls are 3ft. 7 in.

A O) thick, and 12 ft. high at the N.W. angle.
/)  The chancel is 16 ft. long and 11 {t. 3 in. wide, while the walls are 2 ft. g in. thick; they
are built of blocks of freestone, well laid and grouted, while those of the nave are in
irregular courses with quoins of dressed stone. There are corner pilasters at the east and
west ends of the building, which incline with the batter of the side walls, and are continued
up into the gable for some feet, recalling the pilasters seen in the small oratory on Inis-

mac-dara, where these projections are continued to the apex of the gable.’

There appears to have been a remarkably high-pitched stone roof, probably of the

' See Petrie’s Ecclesiastical Architecture (Trans. R. 1. A.), vol. xx. pp. 188, 180.
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same construction as that described as belonging to the last-

J )

mentioned building, although I

can see no appearance of there having been a croft between the outer roof and the barrel

vault. If the roof of the nave were of this nature, it would
account for the great thickness of the walls. | Mr, Brash, who
appears to have examined it very closely, states that portions
of the stone roof still exist for a height of from 3 ft. to 5 ft.
from the eaves, “ both in nave and chancel ; it was constructed
of rectangular flat-bedded blocks of stone, neatly dressed, and
laid breaking joint.”" A bold string-course runs along the
cave, terminating with animals’ heads at the corners. On the
summit of the west gable the same curious finial was placed that
has already been described in the account given of the ruins
at Leaba Molaga and the well of Toher na dru near Freshford.]

The west door is of two orders of jamb shafts springing

from richly moulded but shallow bases, and crowned by plain

capitals (see fig. a). It is surmounted by a plain stone slab and two orders of round

arches with a boldly projecting label enriched with pellet mouldings and carved heads.

IxTERIOR OF Doorway KILMALKEDAR.

I Ecclesiastical Architecture of Ireland, p. 99.
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(see fig. 6.). The outer order has incised chevrons, and the inner the ordinary dog-tooth
moulding, The true height to the tympanum is about 6 ft. 6 in,, and the tympanum 1s
2 ft. high. The aperture measures 3 ft. 5in. wide at the base, and 2 ft. 11 in. at the
top of the jambs. On the inside of the lintel an animal’s head is carved in bold relief,
the rest of the face of the block being cut away to obtain it. A human head is carved at
the apex of the label which runs round the arch on the outside. This is held by tradition
to represent the patron saint of the church.

The windows of this church are singularly plain as compared with the other richly
decorated features of the building. The east window is of chiselled freestone, round-
headed, and with vertical jambs. It measures 5 ft. 10 in. high by 8 in. wide on the outside,
while inside 1t splays to a width of 4 ft. 8 in. There is no dripstone. Inside, each jamb is
crowned by an animal’s head bearing a strong resemblance to those heads seen in Cormac’s
Chapel at Cashel. In the south-east corner of the chancel there is a small round-headed
window, broken on the outside but perfect inside, where it measures 6 ft. 2 in. high, and 4 ft.
gin., wide. In the nave the windows in the north and south walls are placed opposite each
other, at a distance of 6ft. 11in. from the wall which divides the chancel from the nave;
they are also round-headed and formed of chiselled freestone with a slight chamfer and
quite plain externally. The south window measures 1 ft. g in. high by 7in. wide outside,
and 4 ft. 3 in. high by 2ft. 1 in. wide inside, while the north window is 4 ft. 5in. high, 2 ft.
351n. wide at the bottom, and 2 ft. 2 in. at the springing of the arch. It appears to be the
only window in the building with inclined sides.

The chancel arch is of three orders, it is at present 8 ft. 3in. high, by 5 ft. 4 in. wide;
but, as the ground is raised at least 2 ft. 6 in., this alters the proportion and general effect.
The short pillars of the arch must have looked curious and very uncommon. They have
ordinary plain scollop pattern capitals. The outer order has flat pellets, the inner the in-
cised chevron. The ornament on the soffit is the one so common in late Norman work.
and is the same as that on the soffit of one of the orders in the door of Kildare. There
is one thing in the chancel which is perplexing. Immediately inside the arch are the remains
of two small windows, one on each side [vide drawing and plans] slanting from a raised
projection, which must have been 5 ft. above the level of the floor. There is a plain inner
arch turned across, 2ft. 6in. deep, and the chancel orders being 1ft. 6in. makes 4 ft.
Above there is a break in the chancel arch gable, as if a small gable had been bonded into
the wall,

T'he only record known of the ancient history of this place has been already noticed
at page 57 (vol. 1.) of this work, where the earlier ecclesiastical remains in the neighbour-
hood are described. A pillar stone, which now stands at the side of the west door of
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Kilmalkedar Church, is one of the most curious of the ancient monuments found here

example of the whole alphabet in the
above which is inscribed the iInvocation

It offers a well-preserved and most Interesting

Roman character of the sixth or seventh century,
“ Domine,"

INIS CEALTRA.,

ST. Camin's CHureH.

PLATES XCVII, axp XCVIIL

HIS church lies east-north-east of the belfry which has been already

df:scnhﬂd (see page 3). Itisdivided into nave and chancel. The nave is 31 ft.
lung by 20ft. broad. The chancel is 15 ft. long, by 12 ft. 6 in, wide, and the

walls are 2 ft. 6in. thick. The east wall of the chancel is quite gone. The

masonry of the nave is in irregular courses with two faces and a kind of grouting between.

The inside of these walls is plastered. The masonry of the east gable is square in character.
The chancel walls are 8 ft. 6 in. high, and a small portion of the

eave course, which is ornamented by large pellets on the under
face, remains on the south wall. The masonry of the chancel

s quite different from that of the nave, being very fine-jointed

ashlar.

There are flat pilaster buttresses at the east and west ends of T
the nave; those at the west end are 2 ft. 7in. wide, and 1 ft. g in.

deep ; those at the east are 2 ft. 11 in. wide. They are partly
built of squared and rough hammered blocks of sandstone, and are
16 ft. high, The west door is nearly destroyed,* about 3 ft. of one
Jamb alone remaining; it is 2 ft. 10in. wide at the base. It was of
two orders; they were formed into engaged pilasters, at the top West DooRway, ST.

of each of which was a sculptured head carved on the face of the MRS R

round, with no necking, and a plain impost moulding.

! See Christian Inscriptions of Ireland, Petrie, vol. ii. page 7.
* The woodcut is taken from a drawing made by Dr. Petrie about the year 1838,
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An incised chevron moulding ran round the face of the arch, while on one of the bases
there is a sort of spiral or rope moulding, such as may be seen on the base of the door of
Tempul Finghin at Clonmacnois. This cill is composed of a large block of limestone, and
the door is clearly an insertion. There are two windows in the south wall of the nave, the
eastern one is round-headed, 3 ft. from the chancel wall, it is an insertion ; the little arch is
cut out of one stone, externally it is 1 ft. 31n. high, 11 in. wide at the base, and 10 1n. at
the springing of the arch ; internally it is 5ft. 2 in. high, 2 ft. gin. wide at the base, and
2 ft. 8 in. at the springing of the arch. The other window is not an insertion, and 1s 8 {t. to
the west of the first, 5 ft. 6in. from the ground, and 2 ft. 5} in. high; 1 ft. 6 in. wide at the
base, and 1 ft. 2 in. at the top, outside ; while inside it is 3 ft. 10in. high, 2 ft. 3 in. wide at
the base, and 1 ft. gin. at the top. There is a kind of reveal in this window. The
chancel arch is of fine cut stone; the arch being formed of three plain orders, the angles
not rounded off; there are fine engaged shafts in the jambs, and the capitals are very

CariTALS OF PILASTERS IN CHANCEL ARCH.

peculiar. This arch measures 10ft. 2in. in width at the bottom, and g ft. 11 in, at the top,
of the jambs. The height is 5 ft. from the ground to the capitals; the ground has probably
risen one foot or more from its original level, [Speaking of this portion of the building,
the Rev. James Graves remarks, in a letter to the editor,—“ This chancel arch is in my
opinion decidedly earlier work than the dated example of Cormac’s chapel, | should say
fully a century earlier; that it is the work inserted by King Brian, I have no doubt. It
presents none of the profuse surface ornament of twelfth century work, and the square-cut
plain orders of the arch appear to be very early work, as well as the capitals.”]

At the west door there lies on the ground a bullaun or font, the hollow in which is 1 ft.
wide and 6 in. deep, and the remains of a cashel or enclosing wall are to be seen at a









St Caimin's € Rurch,

There are two stones of

about 30 ft. south-east of the chancel. [t

1S inscribed, 11.ap
tomb of the ten persons.

[t has a narrow doorway of cut
are broken down to a height of 2 ft

v OF 31,
externally.

the west, somewhat smaller, in
square, with a door 2 ft. wide on the west side.

3 yards square, which has an entrance between

side.  Southward is another enclosure of earth extending nearly
large church and a small chapel on the south shore of

remains on this island consist of the round tower already described (see p- 3), and
two churches, the first of which, called St Mary's, is larger than that of St. Caimin, but
it possesses no particular interest. It is not very early work, but probably belongs to
the year 1195 or 1200. The west doorway is pointed, but of early character ; it is of one

order cut in sandstone, with a shallow roll moulding running round it externally, It is
certainly not later than the early thirteenth century

pointed work of Jerpoint Abbey. There is a curious
late flat-headed doorway in the north wall ; it has in-
clined sides, measuring s ft. at the bottom, 4 ft. 6 in. at
the top, and is 6 ft. high. The lintel is of one rather
thin slab. This doorway has been for many centuries
built up, and is obliterated internally. There is a curious
reduction in the thickness of the south wall at the east
end, probably contemporary with the building of the
church. The masonry is uncoursed rubble, and the stones

are not remarkable for size. Fig, a represents a portion
of a tombstone of the O'Quin family, probably of Muintir
[ffearnain, in the county of Clare, from which the pre-

[t stands in a ruined enclosure of stone 1

upright flags on the south

down to the the island. The other

PorTION OF INSCRIBED STONFE,
sent Earl of Dunraven is sprung. The inscription Or do INISCEALTRA.

Chunn signifies Pray for Conn—gen. sing. Cuinn, anglic&, Quin.
The ruins of another smaller church, dedicated to St. Michael, are to be seen in an

VOL. 1I. I
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[t has no chancel, and at the east end are the remains of a

enclosure near at hand. : :
It has been roofed as a herd's cabin, and a wall is built across

deeply splayed window. '
the centre. The door was at the west end, and the wall 25 ft. thick.

The following is a complete list of the remains belonging to this ancient monastery

as given in the Ordnance Survey letters written in the year 1835 :—
1. St. Caimin's Church.
2. Belfry.
3. Teampiil na b-fear-ngonta.
4. Church of Confession.
5. Teampul Muire.
6. House of Baptism.
2. St. Michael's Church, with enclosure, called St. Michael's garden.
8. St. Colum-cille’s Church.
9. Six tombstones with Irish inscriptions.
10. Holy Well, near St. Michael's Church, where the memory of St. Caimin is still

venerated on the 24th of March.
1. A causeway, supposed to have once extended to the mainland.
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ST, CaiMin's CHURCH AND BELFRY.

HistoricaL Notes.—The first mention made of this place in the Annals is at the
date 548, where the Four Masters state “St. Colam of Iniscealtra died,” No further

account of him under this title is to be found, but it is possible that he was identical with
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Colum, son of Ninnidh, and descendant of Crimhthann, the patron of Tir-da-glas,' whose
death is recorded at the same date by the Four Masters, He is the one saint of this name

whose memory is venerated on the 13th of December, and the fact recorded of the transla-
tion of his relics to Iniscealtra would lead to the supposition that he had been at some

period connected with this island, and that a church existed here at this early date. In the
Calendar of Aengus he is styled “ The abstinent Columb of Térdd-glais,” and the Martyro-

logy of Donegal says, p. 335: “It was he that gave the sacrifice to Finnen of Cluain
Eraird ; and he was a disciple of Finnen Macaoimhe, of Tir-da-ghlas, and Odhran brought

his relics to Iniscealtra, as Ciaran of Saighir had foretold in his own Life, chap. 6, and as
Mochaemog had foretold when he was baptizing Odhran.” He is also mentioned in the
Annals of Ulster at the same year, as dying of the Mortalitas Magna; and in the Annals
of Clonmacnois, at 550, as dying of the great pestilence called “ The Boye Conneall”
(Buidhe Chonaill)? The oldest church now on the island is dedicated to St. Caimin,
who, according to the Four Masters, was half-brother of Guaire Aidhne, who died in the
year 662. (See Colgan’s Acta SS. p. 746.) O'Flaherty states, in a marginal note to
the Annals of Tighernach, Dublin copy :—* Caimin Inse Celtrach obiit.” The 24th of
March was St. Caimin's day. He was of the race of Cathair Mér, of Leinster, and
sought an anchorite’s life on this island. He lived there in his solitary cell until the
fame of his sanctity attracted crowds of disciples, for whom he erected a noble monas-
tery, which became afterwards famous for the multitude of saints resting there. Some
leaves of a Psalter, with marginal glosses, which in Ussher's day was commonly believed
to have been written by St. Caimin, are still preserved in the Franciscan Collection,
Dublin.  (See Ussher's Brit. Eccl. Antiqq. cap. 17, Works, vol. vi. p. 544.) The
names of five abbots, one anchorite, and one bishop, of this place, are recorded in the
Annals of the Four Masters,

[t seems almost certain St. Caimin’s Church was one of those ornamented buildings
which, as Dr. Petrie remarks, were erected by the Irish during the intervals of repose
that followed the defeat of the Danes by Brian and Malachy the Second from the tenth
to the eleventh century. Killaloe and Iniscealtra were both built by King Brian, as
we learn from Keating, who quotes from an ancient life of this monarch, written by
Mac Liag, his secretary. The passage is as follows :—* It is he [ Bryen] also that caused
the great church of Cill Dalua (Killaloe) to be built, and the church of Inis Cealltrach,

! Now Terryglass, near the Shannon, in the barony of Lower Ormond, and county of Tipperary.
? For the explanation of this term, and an account of the epidemic, see Wilde's Analysis of Pestilences, n
the Census of Ireland for 1851, part v. vol i p. 410,
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and repaired the high steeple of Tuaim Greine (Tomgrany).” The last notice of this
church. which is to be found in the Annals of the Four Masters, occurs in the year
1009, when we learn that the Comharba of Colum, son of Crimhthainn, 7. e. the abbot of

Tir-da-glas, Inis-Cealtra, and Cill-Dalua, died.’

TEMPUL NA NAOMH.

Tue Saints' CuurcH, INCHAGOILE.

PLATES XCIX. AND C.

[S-AN-GHOILL, 7 e “the Island of the Foreigner,” now Incha Goill,
or Inchaguile, is situated on an island in Lough Corrib, in the county
of Galway, nearly midway between Oughterard and Cong, and belonging
to Cong parish. There are two churches on this island, one dedicated

to St. Patrick, the other the Saints’ Church. This building is of sand-
stone, the stones are unhammered and well put together; some of them

_“g\\

are very large, and some of those in the quoins are of cut limestone.

One stone in the east wall measures 5 ft. by 3 ft. The walls are thin, and there 1s
Y no trace of a gable remaining; their present height is about 10 ft.
’ The west door measures 5 ft. <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>