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PREFACE.

TH E DusrLin Society, whofe meritorious
exertions are difplayed in the great improve-
ment of hufbandry, as well as of the fine arts,
have conceived, that a Statistical or Agricultural
Survey of the feveral Counties of Ireland, would
tend to the general good of the nation, as exhi-
biting thofe capabilities, of which we are poflefled,
and furnithing us with a knowledge of them,

fo as to encourage a {peculation in Agriculture
and Manufaures ; thus, to induce the monied

man to engage in thofe purfuits, by which our
ample refources would be effeétually drawn forth,
and his laudable and patriotic defigns crowned

with fuccels.

A work under the patronage and foftering care
of fo many men, eminent for literary abilities, and
poflefling a true knowledge of the real politcal
interelts of Ireland, fufficiently evinces its utlity,
and, (tho’ in the prefent inftance fo poorly exe-
cuted,) may tend to the further elucidation of
the fubjefts under enquiry, by the excellent ar-

a2 rangement
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rangement of matter in the plan of the work, all
of which, antecedent to the baromal reports, I
adopted, (at the fuggeftion of the Society,)
from the Agricultural Survey of Somerfetfhire,
which has been fo ably executed by John

Billingfley, Efq.

In this inveftigation, fome of the ancient
hiftory of the county is occafionally introduced,
and the Author conceives it would be unfair, not
to have reprefented the improvements of individu-
als, who expend their property in beautifying
their native country, and f{hewing the peafantry
the way to wealth, by employment and induftry;
befides, it may tend to a further emulation fo
highly laudable, and may alfo aflilt in diverfifying
the tedious and dry recital of the different
branches of hufbandry. With deference, I con-

ceive, fuch books, to gain attention, fhould be
amufing as well as inftruétive, at the fame time

adapted to the meaneft underftanding ; {cientific
terms, as much as poflible, ought to be omitted,
which rather tend to confufe than mform the

farmer.

A diftinét mineralogical account for the amufe-
ment of the natural philofopher, which ultimately
would lead to the general good, might be very
proper to be added by way of fupplement to the
reports of the feveral counties.—In this fcience, 1
confefs my own deficiency, and would willingly
concede the talk into abler hands.

In



PREFACE. %

In the annexed abftra&t publifhed by the
Dublin Society, will be feen the various matters

enquired into, and their importance may be judged
in thefe reports, whofe compilation, and a ftrit
regard to truth and impartiality, together with
the care and pains, which I muft have neceflarly
taken, are the only grounds, on which I can pre-
fume to claim any merit.

After having touched on thefe matters, which
generally apply, I judged it might be acceptable
to enter into a particular account of the huiban-
dry of the county, in a baronial tour.

Ufeful tables, thewing the fairs, markets, poft-
towns, villages, parithes, {tate of tithe, and the
names of the proprietors are added, with a neat
map of the county, in which the principal features
are delineated ; fome engravings are alfo annexed,
which will probably be encreafed in the republ-
cation.

I now entreat the indulgence of the candid
reader, who will fee the many obftacles I muil
have encountered, to attain even a trivial know-
ledge of my purfuit. In enumerating a few of
them, I muft mention, the labour of invelligating
fuch a diverfity of fubjeéts ; the toil of perfonal
examination, and minute imfpedtion into every pa-
rilh ; the difadvantage of having heen an almoli
total {tranger in the county; and, a {lill more
perplexing cirenmftance, the difficulty of diftin.
cuithing faéts from fuch various (and, 1 many

cafes,
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cafes, contradifory) reprefentations. On this
occafion, I had to note every opinion feparately,
and, after collefting and weighing each, to take
the average of the whole. Gentlemen will recol-
ledt, that in few companies, in which I had the
honor to fit, was an unanimity of opinion to be
found. Nor muft I omit lamenting the ground-
lefs fears, that thofe enquiries had a view to-
wards fome fubfequent tax, which reftrained much
fenfible and valuable information.

It is a matter of much concern to me, that this

fhould happen to be the firft volume of the ftatif-
tical furveys of the counties of Ireland, laid before
the public, as I could have wifhed to have fol-
lowed thofe literary charafters now engaged in
the like purfuit, whofe names would have coun-
tenanced fimilar works; and I fhould be gulty
of grofs plagiarifm, if I did not acknowledge, that
[ am particularly indebted to the Colletanea de
Rebus Hibernicis, for feveral hiftorical relations
of antiquities, that are occafionally fpoken of.

In fuch an arrangement, and following an adopt-
ed plan, I truft it will be taken into account, how
great is the difficulty, to avoid falling into the
fame ftyle, too often but a fervile copy of another
man’s labours; and this difficulty is {till in-
creafed, in the feleftion of matter for four vo-
lumes, on one and the fame fubjeét. Tautology,
in this cafe, could not have been avoided, and,
however true may be the reprefentation of falls,
it is impoffible, in fuch a divifion of materials,

that
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that chara&er can be gained. Under thefe pre-
liminary obfervations, I commit the book to the
indulgent reader, trufting that, in this imperfet
{ketch, defeéts will be fupplied by more mafterly
hands.

The invitation held forth to gentlemen refiding
in the country, to aflilt the Socicty with their ob-
fervations and opinions on thofe Surveys, will,
doubtlefs, be embraced by every patriot, who
feels the neceflity of our attaining a perfeét know-
ledge of the real ftate of Ireland.

As the Dublin Society cannot be anfwerable
for the accuracy of thefe reports, neither can I,
who have to claim the province of a compiler,
rather than of an author; and 1 fhall conclude
this preface, with exprefling my hopes, that al-
lowances will be made for the heavy charge of
preparing for prefs, along with this book, fimilar
reports of three other countics, the whole furvey,

and digefting of {uch enquiries, baving been made
in lefs than twelve montbhs.

The following is the detail fuggefted by the

{ociety to gentlemen, who fhould undertake the
forming ftatiflical furveys.

SUGGESTIONS



SUGGESTIONS OF ENQUIRY

FOR GENTLEMEN WHO SHALL UNDERTAKE THE FORMING OF

AGRICULTURAL SURVETS.

GEOGRAFPHICAL STATE AND CIRCUMSTANCES.

Sim&ﬂ and E:Ittﬂnl:,

Divifions,
Climate,
Soil and Surface,
hﬁ'ﬂﬂﬂlp
Water.
| SE——
AGRICULTURE.
M ﬂfl:ﬂl':m':,
Extent of it, and of cach fpecies of grain fowed,
Caurle of crops,
Ufe of oxen—how harnefled,
Nature and ufe of implements of hufbandry,
Markets for grain,
Ule of green food in winter.
e ]
PASTURE.
Natore of it,

Breed of cattle—how far improved,

how far capable of Elrthm-imprmmtnt,
Markets or Fairs for them,

General
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General prices, .

Modes of feeding—how far houled in winter,

Natural grafles, :

Artificial grafles,

Mode of hay-making,

Dairies, their produce, :

Prices of hides, tallow, wool, and quantity fold.
R —

FARMS.
Their fize,

Farm houofes and offices,
Mode of repairing them, whether by landlord or tenant,

MNature of tenures,

General ftate of leafes, .
—— of particular claufes therein,

Taxes or Cefles paid by tenants,

Proportion of working horfes or bullocks, to the fize of farms,
General fize of fields, or, enclofures,

Nature of fences,

Mode of hedge-rows, and keeping hedges,

Mode of draining, |

Nature of manures.

.-*-

GENERAL SUBJECTS.

Population,
Number and fize of villages and towns,

Habitation, fuel, food and cloathing of the lower rank—their
general colt,

I’rice of wages, labour and provifions,

State of uthe, its peneral amount on each artcle—what aru-
cles are exempe, and what charged by modus,

Ulfe of beer and fpirits—whether either or which is increafing,

State of roads, bridges, &c.

of navigations and navigable rivers,

— of Afheres,

State
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State of education, fchools, and charitable inftitutions,

——— of ablentee and refident proprietors,

—— of circulation of money or paper,

—— of farming or agricultural focieties,

—— of manufaftures, whether increaling,

—— of encouragement to them, and the peculiar aptnefs of
the fituation of their extenfion,

~—— of mills for every kind,

of plantations and planting,

of the effe@®s of the encouragement heretofore pgiven to

them by the Society, particularifed in the lift annexed,

—— of any improvements which may occur, for future en-
couragement, and particalarly for the prefervation of the
trees, when planted.

——— of nurferies within the county and extent of fales.

Price of timber and f{tate of it, in the county,

Quantity of bog and wafte ground,

Poflibility and means of improving it,

Obftacles to it and belt means of removing them,

Habits of indultry, or want of induftry among the people,

The ule of the Englith language, whether general, or how far
increafing.

Account of towers, caftles, monafteries, ancient hmhlmp, or

. places remarkable for any hiftorical event,

Churches—refident clergy, glebes and glebe houfes,

Whether the county has been aftually furveyed, when and
whether the furvey is publifhed.

Weights and meafures, liquid or dry—in what inflances are .
weights afligned for meaflures—or wice ver/d.

The weight or mealure by which gﬁiu, flour, potatoes, butter,
&c. are fold.
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STATISTICAL SURVEY

OF THE

QUEEN’S COUNTY.

CHAPTER 1.

CEOGRAPHICAL STATE AND CIRCUMSTANCES.

SECTION. L.

: THE Q_r::ns county is an lnll.nd :nunrf,mthepm-
vince uf Leinfter, bounded on the caft by Kildare, and
on lhe fouth by Kilkenny. Tipperary joins it on the
fuut.’l:l—w:ﬂ and Carlow on the fouth-eaft, and the
King’s county forms the northern bounds.

Its form is compaét and regular, being from north

 to fouth twenty-feven miles long, and nearly as many
from eaft to welt, and about one hundred miles in cir-
cumference.

The derivation of its name is in compliment to
Queen Mary, confort of Ku:g Philip, and the chief
town of Maryborough is alfo called after her.

The grofs number of acres in this county make up
235,300%0r 367 fquare miles, but only 164,526 of
thefe acres pay county, cefs, and are rated as profitable
grnum:l in the County bu-uh {o thar there would re-
main 70,774 acres of bog, mountain, and walle lands,

YoL. L. B but

F‘:E'-u'# LRyl -l"-l'-l'fﬂ-"q"'l'-l"..l-ll'-ur A.llf'hr -I"ﬁ: #"ﬂﬁﬂ' Lol l""n‘rf/f-f'ﬂ j‘?
Rislg~ 7.
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but this being the old eftimate we may fairly conclude,
that 30,000 acres would be too high a calculation

of walte, or lands now remaining wnprofitable {uch
rapid ftrides towards improvement have fteadily been
made here of late years, and the value of reclaimed
bog is now fo generally underftood.

Taking the eatire of cultivated lands, we will find

the average value per Irifh or plantation acre equal to

3§s. per acre.
To attempt to give the aftual number of inhabitants

wounld be only to deceive the reader, as fuch an elabo-
rate tafk is beyond the power.of an individual to attain
with truth and accuracy ; as independent of the many
obftacles to {uch an enquiry, there exifts bere, though,
perhaps, not in the fame degree as in feveral other
counties in Ireland, a firong and rooted prejudice
againft counting the number of people in families, con-
ceiving it as certain, that, before that day twelvemonth
expires, one perfon in each family fo reckoned will die ;
and’ ﬁ‘g\‘_hﬂy'-hﬁh prevailed this fuperititious notien,
that it Wwas 7 material objection, which the peafantry had
to ‘the raifing ‘a militia, it ‘having been neceflary to
take the number of mailes in each family capable ot
1 coffels, T do not fee the neceffity for foch a precife
fepott, which never could be entirely accurate; but
taking the mean of various calculations, it has been
found ‘the number of inhibitants amounts to about
ﬁb,ﬁﬂﬁ;'ﬁﬂq{iﬁﬁg' rﬁnﬁﬁliﬁuﬁi’ﬂ in the county, and
nearly fix fouls to an-houfe. This proves a great po-
pulation’; the counties lying adjacent to this being by
fio means in the fame proportion fo thickly inhabited.
* The great ridge of the Siéive Bloom mountains, run-
ning from _nmt‘.li to :'fn;uth; Hﬂdﬁl this from the Lﬂngh
Eﬂﬂf?t - i liE] _,--‘ oL W _ '
| ¥ T #The
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the whole country is watered with rivers and nume-

rous mountain (treéams, and its {uperficial appropriati-
ans may be thus eftimated :

. ACRES.
Arible Lands }
Pafture and Meadow 2 ’ 210,000
Woods and Plantations - - 1,300
Water . - - - 1,000
Bog, Mountain, and Walte - 21,000
. : : Slous
——————
Acres 235,300
—————————— -

Sect. 2. Climate.

The climate is as wholefome as in any part of Ireland,
“and not a veftige remains of the great forefts, that for-
merly almolt covered this country, which lmpedﬂd the
free circulation of air, and retained a dampnefs no longer
exilting, as its caules are removed. The exhalations,
proceeding from the numerous bogs, are certainly not
of that putrid nature of the fens and marfhes in Eng-
land ; the natives in their vicinity, and even in the midft
of them, being robult and healthy, and they are not
without feveral remarkable inftances of longevity,
which proves, that the moifture proceeding from our
bogs is not prejudicial to health.

Our infolar fituation and contiguity to the E‘Iﬂt
weltern ocean, may account for the general tendency
to damps in this climate, bat this, being the highelt and
almolt central part of Ireland, is conlequently meolk.
free from them, and of courfe moft {alubriows.

B 2 The
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- .'The ftrongly altringent quality of our bog is another
proof of its being antifeptic or nonputrefcent, whichis
known to change the fkins of men or bealts to leather,
where they have fallen in and perifhed ; even timber,
.which is found at every degree,of depth, and has
remained there for ages, is almoft univerfally in a high
ftate of prefervation.
Except in the mountains, their feafons are the fame

throughoutj there they are generally a fortnight later
than in the low-lands.®

SecT. 3. Divifien.

The Queen’s county is divided into nine barenies,
which are again {fubdivided into town lands. The cefs
for all matters relating to, or dependent on the county,
is colleted off the baronies, and their denominations
are as follow.

' ® In thi:l._difh'iﬂ- the land is |1'u|:|~i'l'ipr occupied by young
“[tore cattle, and very little tillage, but juft as much ocats and
“potatocs 2§ fupply the herds, who take care of the cattle.

w il
-
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Ecclefiafiical Divif

Of the town lands fifty parifhes® are made up,
which have twenty-feven churches, and are f{ituate in
five different diocefes as follows:

Diocefs. Churches. P .ﬂﬂﬁ:.
Leighlin 14

Offory 6 14
Kildare 7 ”
Killaloe o '
Dublin o I

Churches 27 Parithes 50

e e L e ]

As it may afford amufement t6 fome of my readers,
I here infert the following copy of an inguifition held
in 1657, relating to the parochial divifion, or value,
. in the county, for which 1 am indebted to Vice
Admiral Cofby, with whom is the original record,
bearing the fignaturés and feals of the Commiffioners,
and alfo of the Jury, who reported thereon, from
whence may be judged the comparative value of bene-
fites in the revolution of a century and a half.

Inguifition.t

An inquifition taken at Maryborough the 13th of

Oftober 168¢7, before Sir Charles Coote, Knight,

Baronet, Prefident of the province of Connaught,
Heénry Gilbert, Robert Prefton, Raphael Hunt,

Henry
* Note.——All the I'L-mtll!hl:mnjnf Uppér Offor
aré in the diocefs of Offory, of mmm{

fert, or Kyle; which is in Enlllln-c dm-ct All in Port-
néhinch lm:l Tinthinch baromies aré in E.lldtrl diocefs. All
in Cullinagh, Maryborough, Slewmargy, Stradbally, and
Ballyadaris baronics, are in the diocefs of Leighlin, except

mﬂnﬂ:nmehrdﬁﬂw.wh:humth:dmmﬁi
+ I have confiderably curtailed this

inferting only the
particulars, and onutting technical phmh:h in the origi-
nal occupies ixteen Il:m.l of parchment.
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Henry Owen, Francis Baerington, Thomas Pigor,
William Scot, John Rawlins, Gilbert Rawion, Heory
Leftrange, and William Weldon, Eigrs. Commiffioners,
appointed and authorized, by virtue of a commifhon
{Tued out of his highnefs the Lord Proteétor’s court of
chancery, under the great feal of Ireland, bearing date
2t Dublin, the 3oth day of July, in the year of our
Lord God 1657, for the uniting and dividing of pa-
rifhes, ordering and placing of churches, erctting and
endowing of free fchools, and to hear and enquire of
divers other matters, in the faid commiflion contamed,
upon the oaths of honeft and lawful men, whole
names do here enfoe, viz. * who do fay,

Denomination of Parifbes.t

1. Aghmacart hath 22 acres and 79 perches of
glebe, in the barony of Upper Offory, contains fifteen
town lands, and is an impropriate vicarage, worth in
the year 1640, fL.91. 1osr. Parfonage, church and
monaftery, in this parifh, is totally demolithed. Parifh
not being two miles long, hath no minilter. Patronage,
Lord Upper Offory and Florence Fitzpatrick, Eig.

2. Coolkerry hath 30 acres and nine perches of
glebe, an entire rectory, in Upper Offory, value £.50;
tythe is fet for the ufe of the commenwealth. It con-
tains eight town lands, value of tythe 4or. per annum.
It hath no church.

3. Killeny hath eleven town lands, parfonage im-
propriate, (vicarage belongeth to the church) worth in.

1640,

* Here follow the names of twenty-nine jurors.

t+ Note.—In the following copy, where there is a circum.
flex, the words are not in the original, but I infert them to
ﬂmnhnmd:rthehrm .inwhﬁmpﬂhﬁmu,u
#mufmﬁmdm&uﬁ;ﬂydﬁ:imﬂuhhu{ptﬂ.
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1640, [.15, fituate in Upper Offory, now worth £.47
per annum, and is held under letters patent, vicarage
worth /.23 per annum, the whole now fet for f.14 -
for the ufe of the commonwealth.

4. Eirke, fitnate in Upper Offory (now in Kilkenny
county, and a fmall {kirt in this county) containeth four-
teen town lands, worth £ .60 per annum. One moiety
of the parfonage, in tythe, was poflefled by Florence
Fitzpatrick, Elg. another fhare by Mr. Edmond Shea,
and another by Lord Upper .Offory ; the preceding
- parifh has the fame patronage, church in ruins.

5. Durrow, fitunate in Upper Oflory, containeth
fixteen and an half town lands, parfonage impropriate,
worth £.13. 13+ per annum. The vicarage was worth
£.6. 6r. 8d. in 1640. The Lord Proteftor is the pa-
tron. Church out of repair; no minilter.

6. Rathdowny (in Upper Offory) hath forty-fix
town lands and villages, parfonage and vicarage in the
pofleflion of one perfon, in 1640 was worth [210,
the whole now fet, as being moft part walte, at
£.55. 5s. for ufe of the commonwealth. Church out
of repair, no minifter.

2. Rathfarran (in Upper Offory) hath feven town
lands, an entire reftory, in 1640 contained 114 acres
and 8o perches of glebe or gleab, valued then at /.20
per annum, the whole parith now worth [.8. The
whole ecclefiaftical benefice now fet, for the uie of the
commonwealth. No minifter.

8. Aghavoe (in Upper Offory) hath forty-five
town lands, was worth in 1640, £.150 per annum, '
now fet for the ufe of the commonwealth for [.60 per
annum. A church, but no minilter.

9. Skeirk (in Upper Offory) hath thirteen town
lands, an impropriate vicarage worth /.25 per annum.
No minifter or church.

1o0. Kilclonfert,
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10. Kilclonfert, Molow, or Kyle (in Upper Offory)
. hath ten town lands, an impropriate reftory worth
. [.4 5s per annum. The Lord Protector the patron.
| r1. Annaghim or Annatrim, and Offerillan or Offer-
lan (in UFFEI’ ﬂﬂi}t‘ﬂ hath one hundred and one flrl:n:l,
town lands, and villages, parfonage, in 1640, worth
[.1oo per annum. The vicarage was propriate, and
worth; then, £.go per annum. The whole, now fet
for the ufe of the commonwealth, for f£.50 per annum,
moftly wafte, This parilh hath 21 acres and 106
perches of glebe.

12. Clonena and Clonehine (in Maryborough) hath
thirty-cight farms, united and impropriate, in 1640
was worth f.150,. the vicarage [5o0, the parfonage

: [.1c0, now valued at £.75 per annum. Patron, Sir
= K. Crofbie, Knt.

13. Burris or Burros (in Maryborough) hath fevea-
teen town lands, is an impropriation, hath three acres
of glebe, in 1640 was worth [.go per annum, parfon-.
age worth £ .60, vicarage £.30; the whole now valued
at /.48 perannum; one-third part of all thefe revenues,
in this and other parifhes, was allowed to minifters,
and for church repairs, the reft enjoyed by the patroa.
Patron of the parith, Sir K. Crolbie, Knt.

14. Sruthboe or Straboe (in Maryborough) hath
thirteen town lands, is an impropriation, worth [4¢
per dinum in 1640, parfonage [ 30, vicarage £ 1§, now »
valued at [.15; the whole one-third part fet for ufe
of the commonwealth. Patron, Sir Robert King,
Kant.

18, Kilcommonbawne or Kilcolemanbane (in Mary-
borough) has fix town lands, impropriation worth in
1640, £.60 per annom, fet now for ufe of the com.
monwealth for £.20, hath one acre of glebe.

16. Difartgallen
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. y6. Difartgallen (in Cullinagh) hath fix town lands,
and two Englifh acres of glebe; valuation not deter-
mined. Sir Robert Figot, patron.

17. Kiltele or Kilteal (in Maryborough) hath four
town lands, an impropriation, in yG4o was pofiefled
by Sir Robert Pigot, the patron.

18. Difert, the remaining part of the parifh, which
is in Maryborough barony, containing three town lands,
worth - £.20 per annum, vicarage [.ro. Sir Robert
Pigot, Knt. patron.

19. Calftlebracke hath five town lands, and 200

acres of profitable lands and glebe, rated at [.15 per
annum, now worth £.6, and is in Tennchinch ba-

rony.

2o, Rofenallis and Killamban or Kilneman (in Ten-
nehinch) hath eleven town lands, and 200 acres of
glebe ; this and the preceding parifh was in the patro-
nage of Barnaby Dunn, Efq. rated /15 per annum,
now warth £.6.

21. Coolbanagher (in Portnehinch) hath twenty-five
rerwn Jands, and is an impropriation ; Gilbert Rawion,

. Efq. patron; rated at £.25 per annum, now worth £.10.
It hath fifteen acres of glebe.

22. Stradbally (in Stradbally) hath feven town lands,
rated at £.18 per annum ; parfonage worth (.12, and
vicarage £.6. Patron, Trinity College, Dublin.

©  23. Corkclone (in Stradbally) hath eight town lands,
and thirty-four acres of glebe, was worth £ .40 per
annum in 1640.

24. Lea (in Portnehinch) hath twenty-three town
lands, and is an impropriation ; Lord Chancellor
Loftus patron; worth [.1§ per annum, BOW £10y
and hath twenty acres of glebe.

2¢. Moyanna (in Stradbally) hath nine town lands,

worth £.12 per annum. Fatron, Trinity College,
D“bh 20. m:
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46. *Kilteale, in the barony of Maryborough, hath
four town lands, Sir Robert Pigot, Kut. patron, is
an impropriation, was worth [.1§ per annum, vicarial
was worth £.10, now all valued at [ 3.

27. Tymoge or Timahoe (in Cullinagh) hath four
town lands, worth /.16 per annum. Patron, the earl
of Kildare. |
* 28. Clopoke or Cloghpoke (in Cullinagh) hath five
town lands.

29. Catherlogh “(in Slewmargy) an endowed vicar-
age, hath two town lands; one-third part of all tythe
was payable to the minifter in 1640, and worth [ 10,

now £.6. The Lord Proteftor is the patron.

./ a0, Grange or Monkigrange (in Slewmargy) in the
parith of Killebane formerly; is animpropriation, and
once belonged to the abbey of Baltinglafs, but in 1640

belonged to Robert Harpollan, an Englith papift, then
worth £.4, now [.g per annum. No church, no mi-

nifter. The commonwealth enjoys the profit.

' 31. Rahafpuch (in Slewmargy) hath nine town lands,
was an entire reftory in 1640, and then worth /.33

per annum. It hath a church, though no minifter now,

is worth f.15 per annum. The Lord Proteftor is the

patron.

32. Killebane (in Slewmargy) hath thirty-eight town
lands, is an entire reftory, in 1640 was worth [200
per annum, now { .60, and hath three acres of glebe.
The commonwealth receives the profit. The Lord
protetor is the patron. It hath a church, which is
withm five miles of the remoteft part of the parifh.
No minifter.

33+ Tankardftown, now Ballyadams, (in Ballyadams)
hath fix town lands, an impropriate vicarage, one-

third

® Note.—This feems to be the fame as Kiltele, No. 17.
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third of all profits belongs to the minifter ; two-thirds,
in the year 1640, belonged to Thomas Ovingdon, an
Englith papift; then worth, all together (.34 per
annum, now worth /.11, {et for the ufe of the com-
monwealth.

14. Tekolm (in Ballyadams) hath two town lands,
and is an endowed vicarage ; in 1640 was worth £.20
per annum, now wafte, the church in ruips. ‘lhe
commonwealth receives the profit.

25. Kilmackeedy (in Ballyadams and Etrildblﬂ‘jl']
hath four town lands, and is an entire rectory, worth

in 1640, £.40 per annum, now worth £.12. Church
out of repair, No minifter.

36. Flontftowne or Fonftown (in Ballyadams) hath
five town lands, is an entire reftory, worth in 1640,
£.40, now f.18. The commonwealth receives the
profit. No church, no minifter.

37.. Tully or Tullowmoy (in Ballyadams) confufts of
Tully only, is an entire retory, was in 1640 worth
£.15 per annum, now [.4. The commonwealth re-
ceives the profits. Church bad, no minifter.

28. Bordwell (in Upper Offery) was worth £.16 per
annum in 16403 hath 80 acres and 148 perches of
glebe. The Lord Proteftor the patron.

39. Killermogh (in Upper Offory) hath ten town
lands, is an entire propriate reftory, hath 8o perches
of old glebe lying under the church of faid parifh, and
255 acres of new glebe, lying in the ficlds of Bally-
garvin, worth in 1640, £.49 per annum, now fet for
the ufe of the commonwealth, and valued at £.11. 1os.
per annum. The Lord Protector the patron.

40. Kildelliggy, now Kildelly (in Upper Offory) hath
fix town lands, and is a propriate entire reftory, hath
two acres of glebe, in 1640 was worth f.15-per annum,
now fet for the ufe of the commonwealth for £.5 per

annum.
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- annum. ' No minilter, no church, The Lord Proteftor

l:hi:pltrun all
. Killefhin (in  Slewmargy) hath twelve town

lmda, and is an entire reftory, was in 1640 worth
£.100 per annum, now worth /.40. The common-
wealth enjoys the profits. The church at Killefhin,

_in- ruins, about two miles diftant from the furthermolt

part of the parilh  No minilter.

42. Slety (in Slewmargy) confifts of Slety only, an
entire ﬂ.'ﬂﬂl.'jl‘,, in. 1640, was worth /.15 per annum,
now /. 6. No mmiﬂl:r The commonwealth enjoys the
profits,

43. Shrule (in Slewmargy) confilts of Shrule, only,
an entire reftory, worth in 1640, (.20 per annum,
now f£.6. The church demolifhed, no minifter. The
Lord Proteftor the patron. It hath eight {mall acres
of glebe.*

Here follows a lift of the parifbes in the county, not [poken
of in the manufcript :

44. Abbeyleix, a vicarage, the reftory is imP;‘bpﬁ-
ate, in Cullinagh.

45. Donoughmore, a reftory, in Upper Offory.

36. Balliroan, a reftory, in Cullinagh

47. Oregan, a vicarage, the reftory is impropriate,

: 4‘!. Ardea, a reftory, in Portnehinch.
49. Balliquillane, a retory, in Stradbally.

5!: Ermurgnn, a reftory, in Cullinagh.
Note.

e 'Tilﬁppnf'cdtb:mmtt[hﬂptud!ﬁmnt, as feveral pa.
rifhes are wanting to complete the number in the county, being
fifty in all. Th-nﬂumﬂ pnrnhm:n:,nn-iu:hl:u:n

are not paged, tied, or fealed er, and thereis no catch
wrﬂnﬂmhﬂtmnnf’ur_h + belides, one fkin is torn

acrols.

I .
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Note.— Attanagh parifh, which is on the borders of
this county, and contains but a very fmall fkirt of it, is

rated hm:nnf county, as is the parifh of Agharny in
like manner,

I have not given the prefent valuation of parifhes,
which, perhaps, it would be difficult to afcertain with
accuracy; in the foregoing copy, where the. words
(moew worth) are mentioned, it alludes to the value, when
the inquifition was held, in 1657. The prefent worth
of fome of thefe parithes will be found, from ten to
twenty times the then value; as for inftance, No. 32,
H.I.Heh:p rated at [ 60, is now worth above /.6oo
per annum.

SeEcT. 4. Soil and Surface.

ArmosT every defcription of {oil is found in this
county, andit varies from a very fiff clay to a fandy
loam, which, though light, is yet fertile ; a ftrong gra-
velly foil, very favourable to corn, prevails alfo. Lime
ftone is the natural ftone of the county, of which the
richeft quarries are in almolt every town land.  DBut
the application of limeftone, whether in 'ﬂ'l’l"lf or
when calcined, in its different ftates, requires to be
well underftood, and cautioufly applied, before the
farmer can be certain to reap profit from its manure,
as many people conceiving lime of all powerful virtue,
for land, without diftinftion; inconfiderately apply it,
covering vaft tralts, before they have™ tried the experi-

"ment, in what ftage or ftate, or how far it may agree
aith their foil. I hawve {een large farms limed on the
‘ furface, which has proved of great detriment to the
Jand, where limeftone gravel would have been the
Mr manureg, and in fhallow foils, with limeftone

fubftratas,
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(ubltratas, fome farmers have injudicioufly applied
hot lime, which has produced the very contrary effect,
when, if previoully mixed and well incorporated with
clay, or bog ftuff, it might have had the moft defira-
ble influence.

Mountains,

The only high grounds, deferving the denomination
of mountain, are thofe of Sleive Bloom, which, 1 have
faid, form the barrier between this and the King's
County, and run in'a range of fifteen miles from north
to fouth.

"Their elevation is very great, confidering the ground,
on which ftands their bale, is foppofed to be nearly as
high land as any inIreland, and pretry central. This
great range of mountain hath but one pafs, which is
very fteep’ and difficult, by no means capable of ad-
mitting two horfes abrealt, which is called the Gap of
Glandine.  "The foil is variable, the furface inclining to
a ‘black and akternately yellow, ftiff clay, of unequal
depths, covering a loofe, rotten rock, or a gritty gravel,
and-eccafionally a little appearance of lime ftone. The
weftern fide, more generally, inclines to a ftrong red
clay, not unlike the nature of the foil in fome of the
northern counties in Ireland, where oats and potatoes
mll_x are fown ; but it generally is, throughout, fpongy,
!.nd boggy, to the fummit, and very rocky.

Thtﬂyﬁart Hills form a very confpicuous and highly
intereftin feature, in the eaftern diftri, and ftand
n r_jrthm connefted, or folding into one ano-
rom thefe eminences, thmugh the viftas form-
ﬂl*h:r their particular fituation, is commanded the view
of 2 fine and bé’au’hful country, highly adorned with
rich plmtatiﬂm and n:;gmﬁr.tnt dcm:fm, which ra-
i:lur are partial to the i'rﬁ:!nhy of thefe hills, but their foil

15
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is not fertile, and they are inacceflible to the plough,
being fteep, rocky, and unprofitable. Their extent is
inconfiderable, but the land lying around them highly

productive.
W oods,

This county, once fo eminently confpicuous for its
noble forelts, has now nothing deferving that name.
In the barony of Upper Offory are fome flender
woods, which indeed have not very valuable timber,
and excepting the plantations, which adorn demelnes,
there is but a fmall proportion of old timber ; formerly,
here, the tenant was obliged to cut, burn, or deftroy fo

many acres of wood, to clear the land for the plough,
as a-condition of his leafe, {ome of which leafes are

yet ‘extant; but a long lapfe of time intervened,
from the felling of thefe forelts, to the replanting,
the latter being only of late years, with a few excep-
tions, which will be particularly noted in their proper
places. The alder was the natural tree of the low
lands, the oak of the mountain; and little more of
cither, particularly the alder, now appears; but in
patches of brufthwood, in the bogs, which are inacceffi-
ble to cattle.

Beg and Moor.

The country is very well fupplied with bogs, which
are inter{perfed pretty generally, but in fome diftrits
they have great tralts, and, when reclaimed, return the
finelt meadow. We may foon expeét to fee much lefs
bog in its natural ftate, fo very rapidly it has been im-
proved of late, which, at the expence of about £.8 per
acre, becomes very valuable land,” and in three years
will return a profit, after paying the expence of re-

:&_{Imiugi__wh:r: lime {tone gravel is convenient, 3

L. |
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coft is yet confiderably lefs; and eftablithes the choiceft
yielding, certain and durable, which other compolls or
manures will not infare. Through the whole of the
county, except in the barony of Slewmargy, where the
collieries are extenfive, bog is well interfperfed, and is
the general fucl. The depth of thefe bogs is vari-
ous, and in fome parts undifcovered, the beft fuel
lying, in fome, a few fpades depth below the fur-
face, in others very deep. Their quality both yield-
ing white and red afhes, the latter only valuable for
manure, or lafting fuel. The moors are ,a fhallow
bog, with a ftratum of gravel or clay, under one or
two {pades depth ; this is the particular kind, which is
{o eafily reclaimed, and becomes the beft and fureft
land in the county, and the coft is here but trifling,
indeed often repaid in one year, having all the mate-

Sect. ¢. Minerals,

The minerals in this county are coal, iron, copper,
manganefe, mica, lime-ftone, marble, free-ftone, ochre,
marl, fuller’s earth, and a great variety of clays valua-
ble in every branch of pottery. g -

b 5

SecT. 6. Water.

The Barrow and the Nore are the principal rivers,
which water this county; the latter, not navigable,
though a fine, deep, and fpacious river, but could be
eafily rendered fo by levelling the numerous weirs,
that are of great detriment to the adjoining lands,
and throw up a confiderable quantity of back water.
The Barrow is navigable thronghout from Portarling-
ton, near which it beautifully expands and winds
through extenfive and fertle banks, rounding the
county in a morth eafterly direttion, from whence

YOL. I. c it

-|...|"



8 STATISTICAL SURVEY

it points fouth-caft, watéring the borders 6f Kil
dare, and again touchés on this county, and after
dividing the whole liné of Carlow and Kilkenny,
édurfes towards the fea, wheére it is difcharged inte
Warerford harbour. ‘Théfe two preat rivers take
fheir rife in the Sleive Bloom mountiins, and with
the Suir, which rifes in Benduff mountsin idjoining or
Véry neiar to them, after watering a great extent of
ébuntry, unite agiain below Waterford and fow te-
gether into the fa; they aré confequently and fignifi-
cantly ftiled the Sifter rivers, from their rife in the
fame diftri€t and their re-union, |
* The lakes are but two; Ballyfin, which is not en-
tirely naturzl, and has a charming appedarance, and
Lough Annagh, which divides this and the King's
county on the northern borders, but they are both
inconfiderable in extent ; the latter is about tweo miles
in circumierence. ;
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State of Property. Effates and Tmmn

I'H this county there are large eftates from ,{Jﬂﬂi

to £.1600 per annum ia fee, but the very refpeétable
middle clafs of gentry enjoy their fortunes from perpe-

tuities in lands granted long fince to their anceftors,
many of whom have now a better intereft than the

original proprictor, and may be rated to poflefs from
£.8c0 to L. 100 per annum. Thofe lands they have
fince let out to farm in fmaller parcels on a termmable
confidering the effefts of alienation, {o far they have
been molt evidently beneficial—but in general, where it
is permitted in an unlimited fenfe, it becomes the great
bar to national profperity, in as much as it clogs and
retards the farelt fource of wealth, which is the fur-
therance and improvement of agriculture. This res
quires but little elucidation to demonftrate 5 for, as po<
pulation encreafes, confequently land will be foughe
for, and the holder prefers a certain profit rent to the
fifk of manufalluring it himf{elf 5 his fucceffor is caught
by the fame bait, till at laft it defcends to the miferable
peafant, to whom it is rated at double its value, at a
rack reat, who is without capital to work it, and fer
the few feafons, which he, perhaps, may hold it, is
obliged to tll it unceafingly for corn craps, till i
vitals are exhaulled ; then it is left during a year of
torbearance, and perhaps, another in the ftages of
ejeltment, in a flovenly cafhier fallow, overrun with
weeds, and thus its improvement (had it been in judici-
ous hands and fet at 2 reafonable rent,) is rerarded for a
c 2 length
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length of time. 'Tis curious to obferve, how
oppofite are the caufes refulting from alienation of
land in this country, and in England—there it has be-
come the means of the wealth of the nation, and the

- great canfe of the rapid improvement in agriculture.
It is worth enquiring, why the fame caufe has fo differ-

ent an effect.

It muft be confidered, that in England vaft tracts of
land were in the hands of one proprietor, who was of
himfelf unable to compafs the work of fo wide 2
diftri€t, and in the difpofal of his lands wifely let them
out in parcels, commenfurate to the wealth and ability
of the tenant. The lands being let out at a fair rent,
it became worth the tenants care to bring them from
their quondam apparently barren ftate, to that im-

provement, which they now prefent, and their farmers
are too fenfible of the value of their time, to work and
toil without profit; it having been well underftood,
that three rents were to be made of the farm, one for
the landlord, one for taxes, labour, and all concomitant
expences, and a third for the farmer’s profit; thus it
was, that the proprietor had but one third of what his
land could aftually produce, but he had a folvent
tenant, ‘and there the tenant pays not for his improve-
ment ; his rent was ounly raifed in proportion to the
times, of which he enjoyed an equal benefit, or, indeed,
a much greater than his landlord. Let us now revert
to the ftate of the capital of thofe peafants, who toil |
unceafingly, and are greater flaves than the labourers
they employ; we fee their wealth is not fufficient to
provide the neceflaries, much lefs the comforts of life.
Let us inquire into the fituation of the Englith pea-
fants ’tis true he is without capital, confequently he
farms no land, nor aims at what is above his reach;

we fee him comfortable and contented with his fitnan-
0N,




Y A

OF THE QUEEN’S COUNTY. 21

on, and able to pro'udt g1l peceffaries in his fphere
from his daily labour, well fed and well clothed, infi-

lealt improved,
In Ireland lands of this defcription are in the higheft
(tate of improvement, and their proprietors are almolt

univerfally in true wealth and independence.

CHAFTER
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CHAPTER .

B H;‘n,g:.

THE feats of the higher order of gentry are in ge-

neral hand{ome ; feveral of them are truly fpleadid
and magnificent, as will be noted.

The middle clafs of gentry have alfo their demefnes
highly improved, and their houfes are handfome, and
generally well calculated for good family farm houfes ;
the offices of both ranks are convenient, and {uitable to
the manfion ; but too little attention is paid to farm

yards or outfheds, and a great abundance of manure,
which might be colle€ted, is confequently turned to lit-
tle profit.

As to the houfes of the peafants, though they are
generally in many parts {uperior to any in the neigh-
bouring counties, yet few, too few indeed deferve a bet-

ter diftinCtion than hovels, and truly it may be faid, that |

the hogs in England have more comfortable dwellings
than the majority of the peafantry of Ireland. It be-

comes painful to renumerate this grievance, which how |

few of thofe landed proprietors, who may read this
account, but mult be fenfible of the great fhare of
blame attached to themfelves, in fupinely beholding it for
years, and yet having made fo little efforts to re-
drefs it. How can we expelt propriety of conduét
from our peafants, when we take fo little pains to im-
prove them ? We daily read and fee their enormities 3
we agree with hiftorians, who jultly have defcribed
their barbarous cufltoms, and we (hould blufh at our
own fhameful negleft, and with earneft vigour endea-

vour to furmount the evil. In how many places do
we

|

|

'i
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we find the whole ftock of domeftic animals and the pea-
fant’s family herd together, under one miferable fhed,
with, perhaps, no better covering than fods or weeds,
and from their extreme filth alone, what ravages has
Gicknefs made through a whole diftriét. The neceflity
of building comfortable cottages fhould, therefore, be
one of our firlt and w:ighﬂcﬁ concerns, and in thofe
to make feparate apartments, fb entirely neceffary to
that decency and modefty, which fhould be duly in=
(tilled into children § laying a neceflary foundatien feor
virtue, when impreffed by early example.

To the peafants huts are generally attached an acre
or half an acre of garden for their potatoes, which is
fet from 20s to fos. annvally, per acre; and the
fcrapings of their own dunghills previde a feanty por-
tion of manwre.

. CHAPTER
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CHAFPITER _Hi"'.

MODE OF OCCUPATION.
OECT. 1. &tze of Farms and Charaller of Farmer:.

- LANDS are fet in farms of from five hundred to
five acres ; the mean proportion of large farms is about
two hundred and fifty acres, and of fmall farms
about fifteen. Dairy farms are not extenfive, though
very profitable. Sheep-walks occupy much of the
palture, and no inconfiderable fhare is under crops.
Tillage farms may contain about fifty to fixty acres,
and fo high are the rents, that the tenant muft himfelf
hold the plough, and have a fon to drive it, if he can
pay his rent; I fpeak not of thefe laft two years, they
are unprecedented, and certainly it would be unfair to
- take them into confideration. As to the charafter of the
farmers, I believe they will be found as little deferving
a bad report as in other parts, perhaps, rather lefs fo,
confidering the little care we take to inform them j; it
is furprifing we have not had more trouble from our

own neglet. I think they are generally found correét
in their dealings, and from grofs fuperflition, and religi-

ous bigotry, flow moft of the evils, that difgrace our
ifland. Thus much I think it not improper to fay,
which no liberal reader will deny, tho’ I confefs, that
on the topic of religious contraverfy, which has diftraét-
ed this country, I feel not at all inclined to venture,

nor are its demerits further neceffary to be canvafled in
thefe reports.

The great fource of mifchief to the landlord is a pre-
vailing cuftom, certainly difhoneft, of taking land at fo
high a rent, that the farmer cannot fulfil his obligations ;

=4 ' but
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but 1 have fhewn, that in this cafe the tenant alfo works
his own ruin. I will not deny, but candidly do ac-
knowledge, that too many farmers take land with a
predetermination to exhauft it by repeated corn crops,
and then run away, which we have no remedy for,
when we rifk the evil, by fetting to men without capi-
tal, or perhaps, charafter; and much of the blame
is in this inftance attached to the proprietor himfelf.

A ftrong attachment to old cuftoms, though, in ge- *
neral, ridiculous and abfurd, is too much adhered to,
and not without great pains and perfeverance, have
fome mafters prevailed on their people to abandon a
few of them ; and as a proof, that they are reclaimable

and deferving our attention, we find they*are now fen-
fible of the fuperiority of drilling in potatoes by the
plough, which is almoft now generally adopted in this

county.
SECT. 2. Rent.

ReNT has been paid in {pecie, formerly, and in bank
notes, in latter years; the manufature of the coun-
try (which is entirely in the ftuff’ weaving) not requir-
ing {pecie, as in the North of Ireland, where only gold
i5 received in rent.
Their conditioned days of payment are, the 2g5th
of March, and 29th of September; or, the 1ft of
- May, and 1ft of November; but it is ufual to be ale , -
lowed, what they call the back half year, that is, o
pay the rent, that was due in March, in the September P
following, and thus to be allowed half a year’s rent EL—ILJ
to trade on, intereflt free, till the expiration of the
leafe; of courfe, when the laft half year is completed,
the tenant has a year's reat to pay.

This
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. This fyftem has been argued, for and aguinfl, very
firenuouily.

Too eager for the management of money, as the
charaéteriftic of the people of Ireland is a fondnels for
{peculation, the tenant will declare for the propriety of
this cultom, without confidering how compietely he be.
comes the (lave of his malter, who can, when he pleafes,
drive the land for this fum, either fquandered or en-
gaged in trade, the recovery of which, from the t&nant,
often oceafions his ruin ; and in every queftion, affet-
ing the county, where the landholder has a right to
interfere, the tenant’s vote is at the difpefal of his mai-
ter; whether right or wreng, and, perhaps, to his owa
prejudice ; and, how often has it happened, that the
extravagancies of the landlord have obliged him to call
in this gale, without any fault of the tenant ?

I have heard the propriety of this cuftom, argued
by the landlord, that it is humane and right, to in-
dulge the tenant in this inftance, as he affifts in pro-
curing for his mafter the means of his comforts ; and
certainly, this is the only feafible excufe can be offered;
but, how foon does this too vanifth, when we reflett,
that this landlord cannot forefee his own wants, nor
anfwer for the humane difpofition of his fuccefor,
to whom his tenant is to be afligned ? Will not inde-
pendence, and true liberty, revolt at another argument ¢
{ome tyrannical men aflert, that they continue this cul-
tom, for the very purpole of keeping their tenantry in
{ubjeftion, and fubmiffion to their will, pretending, that
without this reftriCtion, they could not be keptin or-
der, as if the laws of the land, whofe very {pirit is free-
dom, and, which confequently, are wounded Dy this
tap prevalent {yflem, when applied in this fenfe, were
not able to meet and redrefs all grievances. I mean not
to fuggeft, that from this cuftom good may not flow

to
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to both parties ; but that can only happen, where it is
the beft handss the incentive of the
a2 man of

particnlar fimes,
cutting 3 but thefe are,
Another veftige of the feudal’ fyftem yet too much
prevails, of obliging the tenant, although his land ig-
valued at the prefent high rates, to pay annually
- aumber of duties, fuch as a fat cow, or hog, at
Chriftmas, fowl, eggs, &c. &c. fo difgraceful to the
landlord, who exaéts them, and more like the perquifite
- of a pitifal agent to an gbientee, than the aét of a
man of rank, and property, whofe confequence, and
refpeétability, fhould be built on a more dignified
foundation. Having mentioned agents, I am happy to
acknowledge, 'tis well for the tenantry of Ireland, that
the management of eltates is now generally placed in
the hands of of honour, and integrity, who would
(eorn fuch foul crimes, as, not long fince, deprefled, in
no fmall meafure, the improvement of the nation,
where fo large a (hare of its refources paffed through
their hands, and fo much of the diftribution of juftice,
or fraud, was in their power to award. Relatively
to thefe duties, I here beg leave to infert a circumf{tance
of notoriety, which occurred in a ncighbouring county,
that will tend to fhow the bad confequences, that may
refult from them. A certain man of rank wifhed to
enlarge his demefne, by the addition of a plot of {eventy
acres, which adjoined it, and for near half a century,
had been leafed to an induftrious family, who, with
great credit, and confiderable expenfe, had reclaimed the
farm to a ftate of high improvement. Thethen tenant,

conf{equently,
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confequently, rented the land at an eafy rate, and had
grown comfortable, not to fay rich, by his indufkry.
Underftanding the value of his intereft, he was too
wife to refign his leafe, which his landlord, at firft,
modeftly propofed, who next, offered fome trifling
confideration for it, which had the like fuccels. Foiled
in his {cheme, he then infilted on the back half . year's
rent, which, unfortunately for his mafter, the tenant
made up, though with fome difficulty. Thefe dif-
appointments only rekindled his ardour; he was
determined to have the land, though his penurious
heart would not fuffer him to give the value, yet im-
menfely rich, and had recourfe to his dernier refort.
The tenant, by a claufe in his leafe, was bound to pay,
in durties, a fat hog at Chriftmas, fo many couple of fat
fowl at Michaelmas, and fo many hundred of eggs at
Eafter, or in lien thereof, certain fums of money, amount-
ing to £.3. 1ors. per ann. It conld have been proved, that
for a length of time back, thefe duties had been regu-

larly paid, and the tenant’s wife had carefully attended
to the fattening of the ftock, for his honour's table, and

took great pride in her good name, as no fowl, or ba-
con, was at all equal to farmer John’s. Unfortunately,
farmer John was little fkilled in law, and faw not the
neceffity of taking receipts for his duties, which were
as neceflary as for his rent. This his mafter was
aware'of, and knowing it would be impofiible for his
tenant to prove the delivery of the duties, he com-
menced a fuit at law againft him, for non-payment of

them from the date of the leafe, amounting to
about [.150, fterling; the wretched tenant, after ex-
haufting his wealth in defending the {uit, {uffered feve-
ral half years rent to become due, on which he was
ejefted, his aged perfon imprifoned for the debt, and
his family fent beggars about the world. This anec-

- dﬂ"ﬂ’
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dote, as true as it is infamous, will, I hope, fhew the
neceflity for, or at leaft, the modification, if not the en-
tire abolition of a fyftem, fo interwoven with fraod,

and injuibice.
Sect. 3. Tithes,

I ax aware I now tread on tender ground, and fally
fenfible of my own incapability to decide on their po-
litical tendency, or value, I beg leave merely to fug-
geft what ftrikes my obfervation, relative to  certain
evils which demand redrefs, and our right of obedi-
ence to the inftitution. I do not attempt to take into
confideration, whether, or not, the impofition originally
was politic and wife ; but I candidly confefs, that where
the fenfe of the nation is, that great grievances refult
from them, I conceive, it would be wife to remove
the difcontent ; yet the body of the people faying, they
are a grievance, does not prove the hypothelis; nor do
I think it is the occupier, but the proprictor of the
land, whois the material fufferer; for if we take land,
liable to certain impofitions, we fhould firlt rate the
full value of the land, and, after deduéting from it the
amount of charges affelting it, the remainder is the
price we fhould offer as rent; this, I think, is a fair
{tatement, without any neceflity for the tenant to con-
fider its policy, or the original caufe of the inftitation.
As a further proof, where we fee a farm advertifed to be
fet, tithe free, is not this advantage held forth, and
enhances its price, at leaft, 3+ per acre, on an aves
rage, additiopal rent; now, taking the number of
acres, in any county in Ireland, paftare and arable {fﬂl':
the palture becomes titheable, when converted to ara-

le) dﬂ#!hﬂ!ltpre&m:ﬁﬂnﬂtﬂﬂhﬂf this impo-
fition, in regard of tithe 7 It is the mode of colleCting
| | the
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fhe tithe, not the tax itfelf, that I conceive is thé &fl
to the tenant, the farming of tithe leafes through ma
oy hands, each perfon returning a profit, and thi
fetting them at fuch rack rents, that in many cales, |
doubt not, far more than the tenth part is exalted.
This is a grievance indeed, that cruelly opprefles the
poor, and loudly calls for redrefs, which furely could
eafily be effefted, as it could not meet any oppofition;
the clergy would bé better paid, and the occupier of
the land not liable to the impofition of the proftor ; in-
ftead of injuring or attacking the rights of the church,
it would be eftablifhing it on a better foundation, for if
it now is upheld on a fyftem fo ruinous and unjull,
much the more precarious is its prefervation. Bur 1
concéive, wé dare here bound to pay due obedience,
a double fenfe, not only as being the law of the land,
but as it has been our own voluntary aft, to take our

farms liable to them ; further, as the true grievance,
éltablithed by law, is to the landlord, fo we may ex-

pect, fhould it ever be abolihed by law, that the
benefit would dccrue to the landlord, during the term
of exifting leafes, and ulfimately fo from the com-
mencement of all hereaftér to be made; yer, if the
{fyftem contains particular evils, and thar ir does, 1
truft, will not be denied, we are furely right in endea-
vouring to feek redrefs, by all conftitutional means.
Many have been the remedies pointed out to coumteratt
the mifchief, and as much ingenuity has been fpent in
devifing an amelioration of tithes, 'tis hoped, that this
defirable objeft muft foon meer the eye of a di:l'r:!:rm
ing and wife legiflature. In many parts of the county
there is very little reafon to complain, in fome others
the reverfe is the fat, and improvement is evidently re-
tarded by the progrefs of the evil. Where a modus
has been eftablithed, there is the leaft difcontents the

farmer




e i ol ®

OF THE QUEEN'S COUNTY. 1t
farmer is Wwell pleafed with it, and perhaps it would be
wife, and as beneficial to the incumbent, to more gene-
rally adopt it; the middle man, or proftor, from

whom flows all the evil, would be thus entirely cut
out. ;

Secr 3. Efablifbment for the Poov.

NoT fo, as in England, have we poor rates, which
has caufed as greata diverfity of opinion, and as much
complaint there, as the preceding fubjeft. The only
charitable tax is incloded in the cefs on the county at
large, by the grand jury, for the fopport of the county
infirmary. Every one is left to his own feelings dnd
abilities, to relieve the diftrelled, and pgreatly to the
honour of the afluent gentry, in this county, to which
fome abféntees made very munificent contributions, the
peor have been maintained, in thele two latter years
of unexampled fcarcity, with care and great humanity.
Hence they have found it neceflary to badge the poar,
and diftinguith the objets fit to be relieved, and fo
confine them within their own parith; but as many
parithes are very poor, particularly in great tralts
of glebe lands, where nothing but peverty prevails, in
this cafe the poor muft inevitably perifh. 1 think,
the mode now commenced, of badging the poor, will
probably lead to fome lafting eftablithment, and it is
hoped, in its formation, there will be avoided thoft
evils, which have accrued in England, from an undetrak-
ing engaged in with the pureft motives, and nﬂflﬁ
come fo very formidable and ferious agrievance. - Fol-
lowing the plan of this work, as m:nrmm:!lﬂﬂd'ﬁrtht
Dublin Society, I here think proper to copy the parti-
culars of the ingenious Mr. Pew’s twenty minutes ad-
¢ice on the poor laws of England, which Tbeg leave to

recommend
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recommend to the ferious attention of the heads of
parifhes, as well deferving their notice and endeavours
to promote at home ; perhaps it may not be unworthy

the confideration of the occupiers of land in general,
as fuch an eftablifhment might avert the calamities of

poor rates, and all the advantages of the inftitution
might be gained without its heavy impofitions.

" Heads of Mr. PEW’S twenty minutes advice on the

POOR LAWS.

1ft. That a proper officer be appointed for fuch ex-
tent of diftri¢t as he may be fuppofed conveniently to
fuperintend, to take a lift of the names and places of
abode, of all males above the age of ecighteen and of
all females above the age of feventeen years, in the
{ame manner as the lift is made out for the militia.

2d. That every fuch male pay two-pence per week,
and every fuch female three farthings or onc penny per
week, in the hands of the above officer, for the pur-
pofes hereafter to be fpecified.

‘3d. That the above officer fhall be empowered to
furnifh employment for all fuch as are willing to work,
and who cannot find it for themfelves.

Whether this officer fhould be chofen annually in
rotation, after the manner of an_ overfeer, or whether

he fhould be a permanent officer, upon an adequate
falary, will be matter of future confideration, but if the

latter, he fhould be paid by the community and not out

of the fund.
4th. All the poor being thus fure of employment,
the mafter or miftrefs, for whom they work, (hould be

jultified in retaining thefe fums refpetively out of
their
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their wages ; and, whether they do fo or not, they
thould (in default of the individual) be anfwerable
to the officer for its payment; all mafters and mifs
~ treffes of families fhould in like manner be anfwerable
for their fervants ;3 and all keepers of lodging houfes,
~ &c. for their inmates. |
_.' gth, Thefe fums (hould be carried weekly to the
~ general treafurer of the divifien, who (hould give fuffi-
cient fecurity for the fame. |
6th. Out of this fund, every male, who is really in-
capable of labour, fhould (by virtue of a certificate
from the above officer) have A RIGHT To DEMAND from
the treafurer five fhillings per week for the frft fix
months, fhould his illnefs laft fo long, and four [(hil-
~ ling per week after thar period, until he again becomes
‘!&, capable of labour.
~ Every female fhould have A RIGHT TO DEMAND
25 6d. per week for the firlt fix months, and after-
~ wards 2s. per week, until fhe was again able to work ;3
~ fhe fhould be entitled to four weeks full pay at cvery
~ lying-in. : |
~ Every male above the age of fixty-five years, whe-
ther capable of labour or not, fhould be entitled to 4
per week during life. Every female (hould, after the
fame age, be entitled to receive 2s per week during’
life. | |
~ ‘'mth. Any perfon having three children under nine
years of age, (hould be entitled to 1s. 6d. per weeky
until the eldeft thould have attained the age of nine
years§ and if he has more than three under that
age, he ‘fhould be entitled to 1. 6d. per weck for
~ cach, above that number ; and if any ooe or more of
~ his children fhould happen to be idiotick, infane, or
~ otherwife fo far difibled either in body or mind, as
~ to, be utterly incapable of labour, each of them fhould
VOL. I. D be
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be conflidered as under the age of nine years, and paid
for accordingly.

If a mother f(honld be left a widow, with three
children under nine years of age, the (hould be ent-
tled to receive gs.; if with two children, 37, andif
with one child, 1s. 6d. per week; if with more than
three under that age, 1s. for each above that number:
it being admitted, that all her time is taken up by
three, and allowance made for it, but that fhe is
capable. of looking after and taking care of a greater
number., The wives of men ferving in the militia, and
in the army or navy, fhould during the abfence of their
hufbands be confidered and provided for in all refpels
as widows.

If a child fhould be left an orphan under nine years
of age, 25. per week fhall be allowed from the fund for
its maintenance; if more than one of the {fame family,

1s. 6d. per week for each, above that number. As
there is probably no lefs friendfhip amongft the lower
than amongft the higher orders of fociety, it would
generally happen, that fome friend or relation of the
deceafed wounld gladly take charge of the children,
provided they could do fo without effential lofs to
themfelves : this regulation would effeCtually prevent
that lofs, and to compenfate in fome degree, for the
want of parental affeftion, 6d. per week more is al-
lowed for the maintenance of an orphan, or a family
of orphans, than for a child, or family of children,
who ftill retain their mother. If, however, any beings
fhould be fo uncommonly unfortunate as not to be
thus adopted, the officer above mentio ned f(houl be
obliged to provide a receptacle for them, which he
will always be able to do for the fum or {ums above

mentioned.
' 8th.
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8th. All children above nine years of age, if in
health, thould, if they have no parents, or their parents
are not able to provide for them, be pﬂl out after the
manner of parith apprentices.

- gth. All perfons neglefting or refuling to pay their
contribution, fhould be committed to hard labour, in
the houfe of correftion for the {pace of |

toth. If the fund fhould any time fall thort of the
neceflary demands npon it the deficiency thould be made
up by a parifh rate, collefted in the fame manner as at
prefent, but without any fenfe of obligation on the part
of the multitude, (for there would be o roor) who
thould in all cafes receive their relief 1 THE NATURE
OF A DEMAND.

11th. If the fund (as molt probably would hnppcn}
thould increafe beyond the neceflary demands upon.it,
the {urplus fhonld on no account be diverted to any
other purpofe than the benefit of the fubferibers. - But
when the price of grain exceeded that, which brings it
eafily within the reach of the multitude, every perion,
who had three children or more under nine years of
age, fhould have a right to demand fuch a fum in
proportion to the number of his family, as would re-
duce the varions neceffaries of life (taking wheat at a
ftandard) to a moderate price ; and indeed, I thiok, in
~ all cafes, when the price of grain exceeds that propor-
tion, at which the induftrious labourer can afford to
come to market, found. policy, as well as common hu-
mamt}-, requires that all large families fhould be entitled
to receive fuch a fum as above f{pecihed, 1ll.hongh it
thould be neceffary to colleét a rate for the purpofe.”

This fj'ltﬂn :efp.nqur would pot apply in cvery in-
flance to Ir:hudi the rate would certainly be near one
half too high, and it would require feveral material

alterations. The wives and children of militia men are
| D2 already
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alreddy provided for by act of parliament; but anmex.
cellent eftablifhment  for the poor ' might be formed
from the heads of thefe rules ; -and if {uch a modifica.
tion was adopted, and the example fet by the proprietor
of ‘a “large’ eftdte; ‘making it a binding claufe on the
refidenrs ‘on - his 'lands - to -obferve . cerrain rules, the
happieft confequences would doubtlefs. be the refulg
and ‘would foon be generally followed.

Secr. g Leafes.

Leafes are held for terms-of forty-one or thirty-one
yeats, more generally, and three lives, whichever has
longelt duration, or three lives only; and fome tenures,
are for twenty-one years and one life. In old leafes,
where the rént of land was not one-third or one-
fourth its prefent value, it is remarkable the tenant
was diftreffed, and paid his rent diffatisfactorily; but
when raifed to the prefent value, and not unreafon-
able; his affiduity and induftry was called forth, and he
became a rich and folvent tenant.

Claufes in Leafes.
1. To cut, burn, or deftroy fo many acres of

timber annually, and clear the land for the plough.
(Old claufe.)

2. To permit the landlord and his fervants to thoot,

hunt, hawk, and fifh.
(Old claufe continued.)

3. To referve to the landlord all royalties and

timber. |
(Old claufe continued.)

4. To pay all taxes and affefflments, made or to be

made, quit and crown rent only excepted.
(Old claufe continued.)

g. 1o
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5. To do [uit and fervice at manor court, and to
grind corn at manor mill.

(Old claufe continued.)
6. To permit landlord to fearch for mines and mine-
rals, making realonable compenfation for damages.
(New claufe )
7. Nof to alienate; nnder penalty of double rent; or
forfeiture of leale, withont confent of landlord: frit
had under hind and feal.
o+ (New claufe.)
8. Not to pare or burn the land. ~
- (New claufe.)
g- To reftore the {traw to the foil,
(New claufe.)
1o. Not to break up more than a certain portion of
land, during the laft three years of leale.
Ty {ng.m-}
11. To make ditches and plant hedges.
(New claufe.)

12, To exhibit and prove lives in leafes, at certain

. (New claufe.)
_ Befides the ufual claufes wof yielding reat, and pof-
fefion, &c.

Lixpenfes
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Expenfes and prefit of thirty acres of grafs land.

Dairy farm, [fifteen cows.

Dyr.
To rent of thirty acres, at 40v. per acre L-60 0 o
To taxes, county cefs, fc.&ec. _ 3 Ol

Incidental expenfes, labour, utenfils, E.lt.} i s 'n.
fcc. &c at 2o4. per cow

To hay making, ten acres — E & 8

To accidents, fencing, and mr.:r:l'l: of capital 10 O O

: L9z o o
Cr. | : 4
By cheele, bl:ltl-:r, md calves, fay j',' 10 } £' ; i":' o o
PET COW _onbead inelqg
Dt-:lu&. ﬂr. gz o 0O

Tillage farms cannot be eftimated; of late years
their profits were enormous, as corn has borne fo high
a pﬁr:r.:, and in former years, when the farmer held at
a rack rent, which was very much the cafe in comn
farms, it has already been fhown he worked to littde

or no proht.
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CHAFTER V.

Lmplements.
*®

PLOUGHS are very ill chofen, and badly con-
ftruted, the beam. quite too long, and the draft confe-
quently heavy; but many implements of improved
agriculture are now introduced, amonglt which are
fome excellent ploughs, with fhort moulding boards,
which reduce the friftion. A good plough, mounted,
will coft from four pounds to four guineas.

Thcy ufe the fingle, double, and treble harrow.
Colt from twenty fhillings to three guineas.

Light carts, or boxes, drawn by one horfe, for car-
rying manure, lime, gravel, &c. In many places they
carry thele materials in kifhes, woven together of hazle
wood, and placed en low two wheeled cars; thefe
cars, when new, and not mounted, coft about [.1. 6r
per car. Box or cart, about [.1. additional for lining
and {poke wheels; mounting of each, 4os. per cart;
full coft of cart and rackling, about four guiness.

Small winnowing machine, worked by the hand,
from four to fix guineas.

Threfhing machines, worked by horfes or wﬂ.
from [.6e. 10 100,

The {pade is termed a fac, is fhort in the blade, and
has but one ftep ; within the blade, and at about one-
half the length, is introduced a Hil:pucuul"ﬂmbﬂ
called thetree, about one and an half inch thick, and
rednced to a wafer edge, not to obftruft the iron cater-
_mgl:htful; the edges of the blade are turned up to

embrace it: from this tree is a handle about twelve
inches




40 STATISTICAL SURVEY

inches long, which is fpliced to the main handle by
two rings of ironj; this implement, from its formation
and ftrength, is very fit for a flony, fhallow, or (hff
foil ; the fhort garden fpade, ufed in the north of
Ireland, they know nothing of the management of

here.
Coft of fac or fpade A A
Handle and tree . iod.
Coft of .iron fhovel 1s. 8d. to z2:. Bd.
‘Handle - - 1od. to 12. 14,
Pitchfork and handle © gae  1d to 1s. Bd

The roller is made of ftone, metal, or the trunk of
a tree, generally worked by one horfe, and is of vari-
ous prices and forms, as will be particularly fhowa.

CHAPTER
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CHAPTER VL

Inclsfing, Fencer, L&'%.

THE fences are thorn hedges, planted in the breaft
of ditches, midway from the top, at about {ix inches
afunder, which guickly thoot ftrongly, and form an
excellent defence from cattle ; thefe quicks are bought
at two years old, for about four fhillings the thou-
fand, and to make the fence ftill ftronger, they are
planted in a double row, about cight inches between
¢ach row.

The coft of making a ditch, ﬁ:r.futwideump,
feven feet deep, and reduced to two and an half feet
at bottom, is 1.1. 6d. per perch, running meafure,

The coft of quicks od. per row, per perch, fo that
the full coft of ditch and quicking, with a double
row of quicks, will amount to 3+ per perch, or 2s. 3d.
per perch, the fingle row,

On the tops of the ditches, it is ufual to plant fo-
relt trees, but fo little care is taken of them, in general,
that they moft commonly are deftroyed by cartle.

Our anceftors were partial to planting after this man-
ner, and took pood care of their young trees, as we
{ee, in improved countries, th:h:ﬂtﬂlmdﬂlmﬂlﬂit
hedge rows.

Stone walls, without mortar, :r:nnuthn-ﬁnd of
fence, generally on the road fide, or for paddocks,
which, when judicioufly built and rough calt, are very
durable. The whole coft may be, when ftones are

convenient, about ¢s. per perch, runoing meafure; the
wall




iz . STATISTICAL SURVEY

wall two and an half feet wide at bottom, fourteen
inches at top, and five and an half feet high, includ-
ing rough cafting. Some chufeto cope them off with
mortar, for the top courfe, of nine inches deep; this
will enhance their coft 1s. 64. per perch additional ;
but there are no regular prices for this work, as labour
only is molt generally paid for, the employer finding
all the materials. Others choofe a thick fod for the
top courfe, which is the leaft expenfive, but not moft
durable. -

Hedges arc fometimes fplathed, after the Englifh
fafhion, fome coped like a wall, with a fingle or a faddle

coping ; when the lower branches are trimmed, '.l'h as
to admit air to the roots, they thrive beft.

When hedges of white thorn get up ftrong, and are
not thickly planted, 'tis ufual to nick the groffeft fhoots
with an implement termed a bill hook, from its for-
mation; it is a curved hatchet, very well fitted to the
hand for laying fences. Thefe fhoots are laid length-
ways 3 before fpring, or in autumn, is the beft feafon
for laying, and this fence becomes inacceflible to cat-
tle ; after laying, they fcour up the dyke, throwing a
part of the mud on the branches, whid; htlpl to bend
it, and to force its vegeration. 7

- Moveable fences, for demelne lmds, are upright
ﬂ.‘nkn, with two or three rows of bark or hemp ropes
pafled through holes bored in the ftakes, and thus a
particular plot can be broken up for tllage, or fed off
occafionally.

Another defcription of moveable fence is; that made
like the kifhes, of wicker work, principally hazle, as
i! termed, in England, ftaff and band.

A vthird kind is compofed of nets, hung on ﬂl‘ll'.ﬂ,
!rh::h mr:lc the plot to be fecored.

- - o T caiap du et W

Cps
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No fences, here, are made for the fake of fuel, as
in many parts of England, the bogs fupplying a re-
dundancy of the beft quality.

Double ditches are not now fo frequently made,
land having become too valuable; butin the inclofing
reclaimed bog they are very necellary, and they are
generally planted at top with foreft trees, which _ﬂ:un,
by reafon of. the favourable foil, furnith great fhade
and fhelrer.

Care (hould be taken, in quicking d:tchﬂs, to make
the hole for the quick fo that the root fhall point to-
wards the top, and the head of the quick towards the

bottom of the ditch; this fecures good bedding for
the root, and the quick will neverthelefs, in its growth,
fhoot upwards; for this purpofe, the planter mult
ftand.in the gripe.

I do not fee the neceflity of manuring, with a layer
of dung and rich earth, the bed of the quick; I never
faw any foil but they naturally thrive in with great
vigour. .

I think the phnunguftr:tsun the tops of fingle
ditches is generally prejudicial, as they are a tempta-
tion to cattle, to nip the buds, by which means the
ditches arc trampled down; befides, their dripping is
injurious to the quicks ; they, however, require weed-
ing for two years, and I think, would be the better to
be hoed alfo.  If nipped by carttle, it is neceflary to
cut them down, and they will foon recover their for-
.mer height.

Let us now confider, which of thefe dilﬁrﬂ&ln:
are the moft eligible. Each, I think, will be found
good in their kind, and all ufeful on the fame farm,
for various purpofes. The wall covers lefs ground,
but it is molt expenfive, and will ncither afford fhade

nor (helter. Shelter is requifite for cattle, and there is
no
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no field more defirable or convenient, than a paddock,
which only can be faid to be fecured, when walled.

In inclofing bog, double ditches only will be found
permanent, and then they afford a certainty of rearing
timber trees, as the bank is generally eight or ten feet
wide at top.

Excepting the  great height or heathy; near Mary-
borough, there are no traéts of land, that @ require
muoch confideration as to the propriety of inclofing.
.The extent is not very confiderable ; 1 meither under-
take to fhew the neceffity for its inclofure, nor do I
argue the propricty of leaving it in its prefent ftate;
perhaps' it may come under difcuffion at a future time,
which mult be left to the wildom of parliament to
determine; the improvement of what we have already
inclofed, is much better worth our attention, than
grafping at more than we are able to compals.

| Farm Yards.

In farm yards, a pond, or running {tream, is of the
greatelt confequence, and that {pot: fhould be cho-
f=n for their ereftion, which has this material advan-
tage, and the nearer to the centre of the farm the bet-
ter. Where itis intended for a large farm, on a pro-
per fcale; where there is much tillage, the neceffity
for the ftream of water is yet more obvious, by reafon
of its working the threfhing machine, which at once
{aves labour and expenfe, and gains fo much time.

The barn is, confequently, to be built on its banks,
~ and fhould be floored with timber, which preferves the
corn from damp, and leaves no burroughs for vermin;
an- office is gained underneath for oxen, and if the
fituation of the ground favours it, fo as to ereft it on
the delcent of a hill, it becomes fcarce' any additional
expenfe, and the barn door has an eafy afcent from the
furface. If
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A lime kiln fhould be made as high as the fituation of the
ground will admit ; 20 feet is better than 16, 3o better than
20. The fides fhould be perpendicular. The annexed view
is for 20 feet high; the proportions fhould vary with the
height. Atbottom a metal plate with holes, fhould be placed
fix inches above the lower part, to admit air, and for the
{hovel to run on in drawing.

The drawing part fhould be fix feet; width, 8 feet; per-
pendicular fides, 14 feet ; on the head a cap is placed, formed
like an extinguifher, brought to a hole at top of 12 inches
diameter ; in the fide of the cap an iron door, with a latch is
placed, to admit the charging the kiln, and to be kept clofe
fhut. A kilo built on this plan will brun ¢ barrels of lime
for gach of culm, and any fized [tones may be thrown in.
"I"wo aftive labourers muft attend 1t
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If water can be turned through the ftalls of oxen,
it will be found molt uféful, and will {erve mm:h 1o

the ccllefting of manure.
In erefting of ftands for corn, ten inch pru_rc!hug

caps are full fufficient to top the pillar ; the caps fhould,
however, be concaved underneath, and it is impoflible
they can be climbed by vermin. The negligent cuflom
of leaving rakes, forks, timber, &c. again{t corn ricks,
makes a way for vermin to mount the {tack, whilfl peo-

ple, who have taken the precaution of capping the

pillars, wonder how it is poffible they could have got
into the corn ftack, without confidering this fo very
palpable caule.

Thus much is abfclutely neceflary, in every farm
yard ;3 the threfhing machine, and other offices, mult
be proportioned to the ability of the proprietor..

But the feeding of cattle, in cribs, with cither foil
or ftraw, in the fartn yard, infures an immenfity of

manure, the fureft fource of wealth to the farmer.

Lime is the moft general manure, for the Queen’s
county, in all its various {tates ; the effeéts of it on the
different foils are explained in the tour. The annexed
is the . beft approved modern plan of a lime kiln.

Roads.
ﬁﬂnntfmg.d;arpnhli:rmdn muft at Jeaft be twen-

ty-one feet wide, but there is no obligation as to the
nature of the fence adjoiving. Walls are certainly

preferable, as the roads are always worfe, where the

moft fhelter is ; from eight to ten perch are generally
Mﬁ:mlmm and two to four for

gravelling
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gravelling or repairs. The coflt by prefentment of the
Grand Jury, is levied off the barony more generally,
or on particular occafions, if a matter of moment, off
the county at large, as is allo the expenfe of mak-
ing and repairing bridges. Two magiltrates have
a power of repairing any accidental breach, when the

{fum requifite does not exceed [.g5, until the enfuing
affizes 3 the Grand Jury are then bound to prefent for

this repair.

None but high or turnpike roads are in general
ftoned, but well covered firft with coarle, and next a
finer coat of gravel. The layers of gravel may be
from 16 inches to two feet, rifing in the middle and
floping off to the fides; the breadth of {trong gravel
is generally feven feet at each fide from the centre,
or two-thirds of the entire breadth of the road.

Tofl Work.

Befides ditching already {poken of, mowing, threfh-
ing, and turf rearing, are the only labours in farming,
which are done by talk, though this manner of work-
ing does not always follow in thele occupations.

I fhall here note thefe particular cuftoms ; the other
pur{'mt:n will n-::::ﬂ':mljr come under obfervation in the

tour.

The coft of mowing is generally eftimated by the
excellence of the meadow, but I believe five Britilh
fhillings per acre will be found nearly the average price.
Two good mowers will cut an acre per day; they
are always allowed milk or beer, but not diet.

Reaping is performed by day’s work, and there is
no regular price for this labour, nor can any be
more variable. Diet is always confidered as included
in the bargain with the daily pay, and 'tis according to

I‘.hﬁ pri:ﬁ of provifions, that the hire fluétnates, or ac-
i cording
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cording to the means 3 as when the weather has taken
up after a long incleméncy and the corn hiable to da-

mage, of courfe high wages are exafted. Reapers re-
gularly come from Connaught for work, thro' all the

corn counties in Ireland, and principally reap the harvefl;
their hire varies from 1. to 2. 84. per day with diet.

Binders get 6d. to 84. per day; all this work done
by women.

Threfhers have 1od. to 1s. per barrel of wheat,

6:d. per barrel of oats, and gd. per barrel of bere or
barley.

Turf-cutters earn about 1. 4d. per day in cutting and
rearing of turf.

All country handicrafts, fuch as carpenters, mafons,
coopers, {miths, thatchers, &c. are able to earn, on an
average, about 2s. per day.

I here omit further following the excellent plan of
the work as chofen by the Dublin Society, to be the
grounds of the Agricultural Reports, in as much as
thofe fubjeéts, 1 have left untouched, are fully confi-

dered in the annexed tour. Thofe different matters,
which have been deferibed as affefting the county at

large in their natural relationthips, will be there more
particularly noticed in their local fituations, where they
apply.

I now proceed to a more minute defcription of every
part of each barony, ftating the prefent modes of
agriculture, the nature of paflures, and what relates to
tarms, with all general fubjeéts, replying to thole par-
ticular queries fuggefted by the Dublin Society in their
abftraét, and adding whatever pertinent remarks I
have colleéted from fkilful and judicious farmers ; and
I thall, to give the more general fatisfulltion and local
information, give a defcriptive inquiry of the like mat-
ters in each barony feparately, and although much

tautology
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tautology will neceffarily occur in fo minute a report,
it will, neverthelefs, convey a clear idea to the perfon,
who is interefted for-what concerns his own diltrict.

T fhall, therefore, tommence with the barony of Cul-
lina, and take the remaining baronies in regular fuc-
ceffion.
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CHAPTER VIL

BARONY OF CULLINAGH.

S

SEcT. 1. Agriculture.

THEY generally break ground for oats, of which
they take two fucgeflive crops, then manure with a
compoft of dung, clay, and hﬂg-mud, which gives
potatoes, and lay down with barley and a mixture of
grafs feeds from the hay loft; this is ufually let out
| for three years, and again broken with the like fuc-

ceflion of crops. The proportion of tillage to a farm
of forty acres may be about twenty-five acres, and is

=  thus occupied :
v Tillage, 12 acres of oats, ) Grafs,
> 25 9 of barley, 15 {: :tf.':‘mnf :ﬂﬂ&nw.
? Acres. U 4 of potatoes, ) Acres paiture.
S Total, 40 Aeres.
¥ The nature of the foil, particularly at and adjoining

Abbeyleix, being light and fandy, is by no means ftrong
- enough for wheat; this crop can only be cultivated
- with fuccefs in the more diftant part of the barony;
- . there have been inftances of one crop of wheat to-
tally reducing a field in good heart and well prepared

for another grain. They generally plough with two

horfes or oxen, which are full fufficient for twenty-

five acres of tillage, and they yoke from the fhoulder

with collars and hames. Lord De Vefci ufes the

-I Leicefterfhire or Midland county double plough, to
which are yoked four firong oxen by a beam acrofs

the neck. An Eaglith fteward introduced this mode,
VOL. L. K and

=
_
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and alfo the improved Englith harrow on this de-
mefne.

QOats are mowed with a feythe, from which are
faftened bows to lay it for the binders, but the other
implements of hufbandry are alike the fame thro’ the
barony, viz. the fhort fac or fpade, the common Irifh
plough and harrow, and all the corn is invariably

threfhed with the flail.

Ballinakill has been the only market town in the
barony (fill lately Abbeyleix has been eftablithed).
It is well fopplied with grain, ‘and a competition
amongft the buyers infures the faireft price to the
farmer.

The new town of Abbeyleix has'lately had a patent,
for two fairs and a weekly market, and from its ad-
vancing profperity and high patronage, promifes to be
of material confequence.

The feeders and gentlemen farmers, who are very

numerous, have now begun to procure a fteady fupply
of green food for their black cattle and fheep in the

winter, of which turnips are the principal kind, and at
Abbeyleix the large Swedi(h turnip has now been at-
tempted for cultivation, and promifes well; this is
greatly recommended by Mr. Dexter.

- Potatoes have been very much ufed for (heep, and are
confidered by fome preferable to turnips, but for bul-
- locks they have been afcertained to be particularly nu-
tritious.  Captain Doyne fattens bullocks to eight cwt.
with one ftone and a half of raw potatoes malhed,
and a proportionable fmall quantity of hay, per day,
which alfo is weighed : by means of their regular
ftated times of feeding, they can, when refting, chew
the cud to advantage, and the proprietor knows what
each bealt exaltly ftands him in.

Rape
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Rape is alfo cultivated for green food in large quan-
tities, and is tranfplanted and well attended to.
The acre of oats, when well tlled, will produce from

ten to twelve barrels 3 I have taken the average price
for feven years, ending in 1799, and find it as fol-

lows :

Barrels, r, o, JSiemgy,

Acteof Oates yiclded 11 Average for 7 years Io : © perbar, of X4
Bailey, g - - 20.:0 = 16
Potators, 8o - - 316 - 20

Wheat is little fowed, and in the greatelt proportion
near the mountains, but will produce fix barrels to the
acre of twenty {tones per barrel, and has averaged 30s.
the laft feven years. No peas, beans, or vetches
have yet been cultivated.

This barony may be divided into three diftritts, of
which each has a particular foil ; towards the moun-
tains it is very fit for dairy and tillage, with a ftrong
gravelly clay of rather a filiccous than a lime-ftone quali-
ty; near Timohoe, it is remarkable for feeding and dairy,
being of a rich loam and deep black earth ; and in the

diftriét of Balliroan and Ballinakill it is a very fertile,
and deep clay yielding both dairy and tillage; but at
Abbeyleix the foil is very light and fandy, and lealt
produftive for any mode of farming. Average price
of land through the barony, may be 28s. per acre.

Crops.

The courfe of crops that would certainly anfwer with
this foil fhould be firft potatoes, 2d, wheat, 3d, po-
tatoes, 4th, wheat, sth, turnips, tranfplanted rape or
cabbage, 6th, barley, 7th, clover, 8th, oats, with
which lay down. By this means a vepgetable crop will
interfere between two corn crops, which are the {everelt

and the moft wearing to the foil.
E 2 For
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For rape, plough twice, and have the rows laid in
high ridges left ready for hoeing; and when you fow
wheat after potatoes you cannot get the feed too foon
in the ground, as it is then pretty clear of weeds, and
fow with the broad caft, fhovel the furrows lightly,
and it will be the better ; fixteen {tone of {eed to
the acre will be fufficient. You may fow clover
with your wheat, and about fixteen lbs. to the acrej
{fow it about the 15th of March, and bufh harrow
which will ferve the wheat.

When turnips are fown, the ground ought previoui-
Iy to be feveral times ploughed, till brought to a fine
tilth and the crop fhould be hoed twice at leaft.

Secr. 2. FPaflure.

In the diftrict of Abbeyleix the pafture is light, but
towards Balliroan, Timohoe, and Ballinakill, *tis rich
naturally, and would well repay the farmer’s care, but
it is much neglefted. The breed of fheep is very
much improved by the introduétion of Mr. Dexter's
Leicefterfhire rams; fome gentlemen have been ata
confiderable expence in procuring the beft Englifh
fheep. Captain Doyne and Mr. Maher, who both re-
fide on Lord De Vefci's eftate, have taken the lead.

Indeed, throughout the barony they have a well
chofen ftock of fheep, which is fteadily improving,
and from the very laudable emulation amongft the
geatry, promifes foon to be unequalled.

The breed of black cattle is alfo gaining ground,
and lately in as rapid a progrefs. Some of the bell
Englith heifers have been imported by Captain Doyne
at 8o guineas cach, and he has alfo a fine flock from

Sir
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Sir John Parnell’s long-horned or Leicefterfhire breed ;
to Sir John this county is much indebted for the very
great improvement in black cattle, and the finell herds
in Munfter have been bettered by his exertions.

Land is now become too high to give up to the pre-
carions chance of brood mares, which accounts for
their very indifferent breed of horles.

At the end of the Survey will be given a general {tates
ment of the fairs through the county, to which the

reader is referred. The new patent for Abbeyleix it
will doubtlefs be the intereft of the feeders to give all

their fupport to.

Cows are fattened generally from 45 to § cwt. and
bullocks from 7 to 8. Waterford market regulates
their prices, whither almoft all their black cattle are
fent, and Smithfield adjufts their prices for fheep,
whither all go, except thofe for home confumption,
which is very confiderable, the county being ex-
tremely populous both in gentry, and a wealthy pea-
fantry.. Milch cows and working bullocks are houfed
in winter, from December to May.

The purple cafhier grafs, in Irifh phrafeologys is the
natural grafs of the country, and is of a very indjfferent
quality. The Englith white hay feed has been intro-
duced, which agrees admirably with the foil, and cer-
tainly deferves to be perfevered in. White clover and
trefoil appear naturally, after good tillage, in a lime-
{tone foil. Rye grafs has a good effect in low lands
and reclaimed moor. They invariably make tramp
cocks in the fields, of about fiftcen to rwenty Cwi.
which are left out till the harveft is got up. At Abbey-
leix, the grafs, being of a very light and dry nature, is

where it is foggy, full of herbage, and tedious in its
procefs, requiring much air and fun to fave it well.

In
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In the parithes of Timahoe, and Ballyroan, are fome
extenfive dairies, which are often changed from dairy to
fattening 3 and at Timahoe is the butter market, which
is a very confiderable trade ; the beft exported butter
is rcputed to be from thence; the gentry occupy no

more dairy than anfwers home confumption.

The hides, and tallow, which are produced from
the flaughtered cattle of the neighbourhood, are

bought up at Ballinakill, the average price from gd. to
6td. per lb. for the tanning of which, the woods of
Caltledurrow fupply a fufficiency of oak bark.

Their wool is of excellent quality ; they generally
ftone with two fleeces, and f{ell to the Cork, Dublin,
and Munfter manufalturers, average price, laft feven
years, 18+ 3d. per ftone of 16lbs.; but there have
been here feveral manufalturers, who were not indivi-
dually in very extenfive trade, but fo numerous as to
occafion a great home manufature. The ferges
and ftuffs were fent undreffed to Dublin, but the
“trade has lately much declined, in part, occafioned by
its prefent flimfey texture, and alfo by account of cot-
tons being more generally worn by the women, than
formerly, when all the wool was manufatured at
home. |

After-grafs as a Manure.

Some farmers have an idea that it ferves the ground
to let the after-grafs rot, and that it is a valuable ma-

nure ; but this militates the allowed pofition, that land

is better by keeping a reafonable ftock on it at all times,
for as many head of cattle as land is able to fupport,
it will, confequently, be better from their manure.

This
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This ought not to be confidered as operating againft
the praltice recommended of feeding in farm yards,
ftalls, &c. At times of the year land will be evi-
dently benefitted by cattle, and particularly when af-
ter-grafs is good.

EE[‘:’I‘. 3 Farm:.

THE fize of farms wvaries much, fmall farms be-

ing from twenty to forty acres, and large walks from
two to four hundred acres. Farm houfes and offices

are, generally fpeaking, indifferent, but confiderably
fuperior to thofe in the King’s County. On the eftate
of Abbeyleix, they are confpicuoully comfortable,
cleanly, and neat, with glazed windows, and are well
thatched with ftraw. The tepant, throughout the ba-
rony, invariably repairs, but the landlord voluntarily

gives a reafonable quantity of timber for that purpofe.
Their tenures are held for three lives or thirty-one

years, which they have the advantage of holding for
the longeft duration, and in fome, is the particular

claufe of non-alienation, under forfeiture of leale.

Tenants pay all parith and county celles.

Perhaps, no where are fields feen of more irregular
contents, as they run from four to forty acres, which
leaves their eftimate quite at random.

Fences are very bad, and narurally fo from lhehuﬁ
fandy foil, peculiar to Abbeyleix, which falls after
every rain ; where they have any tolerable fence, it is
only kept up by double ditches, and quickfet hedges
are, with difficulty, brought to perfeftion here. This
excufe will not hold good in other parts of the barony,
where their fences are fo poor, though they have a

ftrong
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ftrong and favourable foil to the growth of thorn.
The hedge rows, throughout, are fuffered to grow
wild, and not at all trimmed, except in ornamental
ground, adjoining the houfes of gentry, where they
are neatly fplathed and dreffed, according to the Eng-
lith fafhion.

Lord De Vefci has tried Mr. Elkington's mode of
draining, with the avgur, and has lately reclaimed
above fifty acres, and made it good land. Captain
Doyne has altually drained eight acres of the worft
quagmire, by the fame mode, this fummer, at the
{mall expenie of two fhillings per acre, which, after
fourteen days draining, was fo firm as to fupport
cattle of eight hundred weight, though never trod-
den by beaft before. The ufual mode of draining
was with French {ewers, and even thefe little praétifed ;
now they have {tone fewers covered, but very little or
no moor yet reclaimed,

Lime has not been.much ufed, though it has been
of good effeft to frefh land, correfting its acidity ; but
it 18 thrown away on old tillage, as the land is too
light, and has generally a limefllone fubftratum. The
compoit, delcribed for potatoes, is their principal ma-
nure, but they have no idea of corn gravel, which
poflibly would not {fo well anfwer their fandy diftrict,
but in the moors, and in ftrong lands, it would doubt-
lefs be of the firfl confequence.

The only water meadows I have feen, in this ha-
rony, are Captain Doyne’s, who admits the water, fu-
perficially, for eight or ten days, after cutting, and
again in {pring, and alfo where the water will nor rife,
by foaking through a marfhy feil, that has been drain-
ed; but in the next barony, will be fhown the full
progrefs and extraordinary effects of irrigation, which
will deferve very particular attention.

Keffore
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Reflore Straw to the Sal.

1f the fize of farms was limited in proportion to the
—eans of the farmer, and he obliged to reftore the {traw |

to the foil, we would have little walte land, and our

country would foon fhew its natural capability ; the
renant and the land lord would be mutually bettered, and

I dare fay, there is not a county in Ireland but would
furnifh an ample and cheaper fubftitute for every pur-
pofe with which we mifapply our (traw; and the
ground would thus receive its patural reftorative. '

SecT. 4. General Subjetls.

Tre population is very great; that of Abbeyleix pa-
Afh was found, by the late ingenious Dr. Hamilton,
to exceed that of England, proportionately, which ac-
counts for no lack of hands in the bufieft dmes.

The cottier’s wages, through the year, is from 6d.
to 8d.; he pays for houle, and one acre of garden,
two guineas per annum, for' the grafs of a cow, jor
per annum ; he has alfo the privilege of rearing, on
the land, a calf, a pig, and poultry. | |

Daily labourers are termed fpalpeens, -and have 84.
in winter, and 13d.in {ummer, per day; the difference
between thefe two labourers is, that the latter has no

privileges enjoyed by the cottier, nor any thing more

but his daily hire.
is i rate of ﬂ'gﬂ,thrmﬁh-ﬂi:hﬂrunr.

but fome of the gentry are more indulgent. The Abbey-

leix cottier pays but 124, per ann. for his acre of garden.
Every
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Every article, but black cattle and rape; is titheable,
and is valoed every year, jult before harvelt.

Beer is encreafing much, evidently from the many
breweries in the neighbouring towns, and is all con-
fumed at home ; and {pirits declining in ufe, propor-
tionably to the advance price, ‘

The roads and bridges are in excellent repair, all
dreffed with limeftone ; where {o many gentry refide,
bad roads, and fome other evils, are little complained
of.

No mines have yet been difcovered, except of coal;
near Ballyroan, there is a {mall vein in the bank
of the river, but it is not approved by colliers;
a {trong mineral vein runs through it, which, I think,
appearing fo near the {urface, thould argue its probable
{uccels, if purfued further. Much of this kind of coal
is in Cullinagh mountain, where fhafts have been funk
and a level made; but this muft have been long fince,
as there is no recollection of its having been worked.

Iron ore appears through the old {(tuff, that has been
thrown up, but in no great quantities. At Abbeyleix
is excellent potter’s clay ; under the fuppofition of hav-
ing a quantity of lime, there has been a trial made of
fome, {pread on frefh turnip land, as a manure, but I
very much doubt its fuccefs.

There has been no navigation, as yet, in this barony,
but the levéls have been taken for a cut from Mo-
nalterevan to Caltecomber collieries, which will inter-
{fect this neighbourhood, and from the numerous re-
{peftable fubfcribers, will, doubtlefs, be completed at
no very diftant period. Perhaps it wounld be too much
prefumption to hazard an opinion on this intended pavi-
gation, but I think it is worthy a little mature confidera-
tion; and, firlt, let us fee the propofed benefits,

which, it is advanced, are to be gained, by the carriage
of
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of coal more particularly, and generally, of courfe,

by the improvement of agriculture.
By connefting the intended line, with the Grand

Canal at Monafterevan, 1 certainly doubt its fuccels, as
even allowing, that it will bring a great fupply of
water on the grand line, it is not immediately there
that a fupply is particularly wanted. The fummit level
of all canals, requires the beft fupply, and that on the
grand canal is particularly deficient.

We know, that for every boat, that paffes through
the fummit level, two locks of water are loft, as but
one boat will fit in each lock at once. If then (ar
the café) the Grand canal Company have not a fufficiency
of water for their own trade, in fummer, how
much lefs will the fupply be able to forward the na-
vigation of an hundred boats, daily, as is computed
will pafs from the Caftlecomber line?

I have witneffed, in a dry feafon, where boats, not
carrying half their tonnage, have been obliged to un-
load, pafling the table of the locks, for lack of water,
and on this line, an additional horfe or two is often
yoked to the paffage boats, which, by rcafon of their
heavy freight, and fhallownefs of water, fcrape the

bottom of the canal for miles ; this proves, that

with the prefent fupply of the fummic level, they have
not water enough for themfelves, much lefs for an ad-

ditional navigation.

I agree it may be a moft material advantage to
Dublin, and to all parts, with which its trade is con-
nefted by water, that a navigation fhould be opened,
from thence, to the Caftlecomber collieries, for the
fupply of the manufatories, where this firong coal
could be ufed; and, it is a no lefs important object
that for the length of that line, agriculture would
doubtlefs, be improved, by the acquifition of water

carriage,
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carriage, and the fending fo many horfes, as are now
employed in the trade, to the purpofes of tillage ; but
I hope no man of common fenfe can be fo fanguine as
to expect, that the city of Dublin can be fupplied with
fuel from thefe collieries, for culinary ufes ; the {ul-
phureouns quality of the coal, and the local fituation of
Dublin, will eternally oppofe the poffibility of this.
How often have we heard of the fatal confequences of
{uffocation happening, from this coal burning at night,

in bed-chambers, even in the mid{t of the country,
and to boatmen, who may kindle a handful of the coal,

on its carriage from Athy ; and can it be expelted, that
in a great city, furrounded by mountains, and the fea,
lying fo low, extremely populous, fo fubject to fogs
and mifts, the inhabitants will be proof againft its

effeéts # The idea is abfurd ; fuch puffs can only
injure the inftitution ; it is not without fufficiently folid

advantages to recommend it, and to give the fubfcri-
bers a valoable intereflt for their money. Thefe are

patoral obftacles which never can be removed, and 1
conceive that before any advantages can be gained, the
fummit level of the Grand canal muft firft be well
“ fupplied. In its prefent ftate, it certainly is not, and
I do not know the waters of the country fufhiciently, to
judge whether they are capable of being brought in.
But two remedics appear to me prafticable, the hav-
ing a fupply from the lakes of the. county of Weft-
meath, from which there is a fine natural fall (this
can only be effefted with confiderable expenie, inde-
pendent of the cut, as thefe are the property of the
Royal canal Company) ; or elfe, that the intended line,
from Caftlecomber, fhould be brought in on the fum-
mit level, by which means the waters on this level
would be confiderably encreafed, and I conceive it

would be well worth the attention of the Grand canal
Company,
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Company, to pay the difference of expenfe, and intro-
duce the line on the fummit level now. This {hould
be confidered, before the work is embarked in,*when
the fubfcribers will probably fee the neceffity of join-
ing the Grand canal Company, to alter the line, that they
ought now, for their own advantage, make at their fole
expenfe, and which, it can hardly be expefted they will
do, when the fubfcribers to the other navigation mullt
alter it, on their own account, after having expended
their money to what may prove an ineffectual purpofe.

If a fofficient body of water could be gained, by
extending the {ommit level, throwing down fome locks,
and raifing the banks fo taken in, it might be worth
the expenfe, but Ido not know how far this is prafti-
- cable, or if the fupply could be fo procured.

This fmall ifland, with, of courfe, fuch inconiider-
able waters, can never have its fammit levels fuffici-
ently {fupplied ; and inall the propofed navigations, the
lakes are principally depended on for their main refer-
voirs. ‘The experiment yet remains to be proved, after
the draining of thefe lakes, whether the waters will again
return in that abundance, equal to the demand, for the
purpofes of navigation, in all the viciffitudes of feafons.

The river Nore, which waters Kilkenny city, pafles,
thro’ this county, and winds thro’ charming banks high-
ly improved with extenfive plantations.

There is no other fchool in this barony, except for
peafants children, where reading and writing enly are
taught,but the endowed fchool at Ballyroan; nor is there
any other charitable inftitation than the lace manufafto-
ry, At Abbeyleix, which gave employment to fifty poor
girls, and the profits of their work defrayed the ex-
pence of their maintenance and education.

This highly laudable and charitable inftitution was
¢ltablithed by the late Lady De Vefei, and to her hu-
mane and perfevering exertions owed all its confequence.

The
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The refident gentry are, Lord Vifcount De Veici,
of Abbeyleix, Col. Pigot, of Knapton, Frederick
Treneh, Efg. of Heywood, and Captain Doyne,
whofe fine demeines are joined by others of great
beauty, in the neighbouring baronies, which will be
fpoken of in their places, and contain a circle of
above 20 Irifh miles, which for every natuoral advan-
tage of fituation, water, plantations, and all modern im-
provements, are certainly unrivalled throughont Ireland.

The eltate of Abbeyleix contains one thounfand acres,
about feven hundred of which are in the demefue.
The manfion houfe is modern, and very clegantly
finifhed, a large fquare building, fronted with cut
fione, and four [ories high. The farm yard and
offices are extremely well appointed ; the plantations

and full grown timber cover a great traét of ground.
The ornamental timber here is fome of the nobleft I
have feen. An uncommonly fine walnut, and chefnut
tree, feem to vie for pre-eminence, and I fuppole for
loftinefs, dimenfions, and expanfion of their branches,
exceed any thing of their kind. Originally this de-
mefne was divided into fmall parks, with full grown
trees on the ditches, and clofe hedges, which have been

levelled; feveral trees have been felled with judgment,
fo as not to leave the fmalleft trace, to the eye of a {tran-

ger, of their former antique appearance. A view of the
ancient hiftory of this eftate which once occupied the
whole of the county, may not be unacceptable.

The eftate of Leix once comprifed a vaft extent. It

was about the clofe of the fixth century, that it had its
prefent name, and was then all church lands. Itis

doubtful that Ireland, was at this time divided into
parifhes, but certainly it had the ecclefiaftical divifion of

church lands. This whole county was originally called
the territory of Leix, and contained fome 100,000
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acres, which in the IV. and V. of Philip and Mary
were reduced into a county, by the title of the Queen’s
county ; but long previous' to this, a great portion of
the lands of Leix, comprifing the full extent of the
county, was given in dowry with the fifth danghter
of Earl Pembroke, to a fon of one of the nobleft
houfes in England ; for Lord Pembroke's eftate which

he enjoyed by his marriage with Earl Strongbow’s
daughter, originally comprifed the full extent of
Carlow, Wextord, Kilkenny, Kildare, and that

part of Leix, which is now called the Queen’s county.

This peer had five fons, each of whom fucceflively

enjoyed the :I':iazim_r,r, and all died without ifTue, and

five danghters, who, on their marriage, were feverally

. portioned with a county. Thus, this great lordfhip
was broken, and divided amongft the noble of Eng-

land, who efpouled the heireffes. It appears in their

dowries, that refpet was paid to their ages, and the

eldeft had Carlow, as being the beft land, allotted to

her, and the others in the fame order as the counties

are recited. Thus, it came to pafs, that five county

palatines, that is, poflefling royal privileges, were

ereted in Leinfter, and the Englifh nobles, who thus

became poflelled, exercifed feverally the fame royal

jarifdi€tion in their refpeftive territories, as the Earl

Pembroke and his fons had in the whole province.

5o long ago as the year 12912, in the reign of Henry

IIL, mention is made by Camden of the caltle of Ley

which was dependent on thefe lands, as follows: ¢ John

Fitzthomas, the Geraldine, having by contention with the

Lord Vefci gotten a goodly inheritance in Kildare, and

fell into difference with divers great Noblemen, and

amongft others, with Richard the Red Earl, (this was

" Richard Burke, Earl of Ulfter,) whom he took prifoner,
brought him to the caftle of Ley, and detained him there

and
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and by this diffention the Englifh on the one fide, and
the Irith on the other, did walte and deftroy the whole

country.” Now this fhews evidently that the old caltle
of Ley in this county which is fourteen miles diftant,
was dependant on this as being the property of. the
Velcis, for the Geraldines and Velfcis contended
for property both here and in Kildare, and Lord De
Velci has yet a confiderable eftate in Kildare. In
Baron Finglafs’s manufcript it is noted, that Lylagh
Moor being confidentially trufted by Lord Mortimer,
who married the daughter and heirels of Lord Bruce,
made himfelf Lord of the lands of Leix, in the latter
end of King Edward the Second’s rc&u, and Camden
fays, « This faid Lyfagh Moor called himfelf O'Moore,
took eight caftles in one evening, deftroyed Dunamaie,,
the principal houfe of the Lord Mortimer in Leix,
and recovered that whole county.” At this tme 1t
was, that many chieftains taking advantage of the
- weaknefs of England, by the rebellion of the Barons,
polleffed themfelves of great territories, the moft noted
of whom were Lyfagh Moor, and one Donald Mac
Art, of the Cavanaghes, who ftyled himfelf Mac
Murrogh King of Leinfter, and feized the whole
of Carlow County, and the beft part of Wexford,
“from which they were afterwards feverally diflodged.
The Abbey of Leix was originally founded in the year
6oo, but was of little note, in confequence of various
wars that wafted the country, till the year 1183,
when it was re-founded by Cocegher O’Moore, and
fupplied with Ciftercians from the abbey of Baltinglafs.
It confequently became an abbey of the firft confe-
quence 3 St. Cannice occafionally refided here, and was
a colleague with feveral monks of reputed learning
and piety. The fame of their religious difcipline and

gn::l.t knowledge, induced many to vifit and to refide
h:re,
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here, and foon a town was built, which is mentioned

by Camden to have been of the greateflt note in the

county. As I have mﬂwﬂ: l'h-l-l 'I:I-I'I.Eiﬂillj" the whole -l.‘.lf

this county, and parts extending even into the county

of Dublin, were called the country of Leix, {0 in the

all powerful dominion of the church in earlier ages,

they claimed a right to the full extent of the lands,

which the monaltery enjoyed for fome time. Their

wealth enabled them to ereft and enlarge their religious

baildings very confiderably, and foon a town arofe in
their wvicinity, which never had any other name than
the original building, the Abbey of Leix or Abbeyleix.
There hayve not been in the memory of the oldell inha-
bitant any ruins of the Abbey, nor of the caltle, fo
that it cannot be afcertained where either of them ex-
aftly ftood ; but in the old town or village, which has
been demolifhed, were found many {tones of antique and
curions workmanthip, which evidently beliuug-ud to the
Abbey, and in Lord De Velci's garden is yet feen
the tomb of one of the O'Moores, with this infcrip-
tion on one fide, in Saxon charaéters ;(—* Hic jacit
¢«« Malachus O’Morus qui obiit.” On the other fide are
the veftiges of like charaters, but the words quite
obliterated and defaced ; in the centre of the flag, round
which the infcription is, is the Aigure of a knight in ar-
mour at full length, and it relembles Strongbow's tomb-
in Chrift Church Cathedral, Dublin. The family of the
O’Moores were the chieftains of this great diftri&t,
and took good care of the monaftery and its dependen-
cies.
The prefent Lord had the old town rafed, and a new
and exceeding neat village has arifen from its ruins.
The policy of fetting, with the building ground, half an
acre of land immediately adjoining for half a guinea a
year, and an acre at a diftance for the fame {fum, feems

to infure its {uccefs. .
YOL, I. F Knapton
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Knapton demefne is on the eftate of Abbeleix, high-
ly ornamented with foll grown timber, and an excel-
lent houfe, built by the late Col- Pigot.

The demefne of Heywood deferves particular atten-
tion; except in the irregularity of ground this charm-
ing fpot had very few natural advantages to recom-
mend it to even the moft experienced and judicious
tafte, which Mr. Trench the proprictor mult be ac-
knowledged moft eminently to poffefs. Nature has
been fo truly copied by him, that in none of the nu-
merous elegant improvements is {een any thing  of -
artificial appearance. In each of the approaches the
moft delightful fcenes are prefented to the eye, and the
fenfes of fome voluptuaries would indeed be ravilhed
with views of fuch exquifitc beauty. “The water,
which appears from {o many viftas, 15 all artificial, and
covered with wild fowl in the {eafon. - Several architec-
sural ornaments of true clafiic meritare happily difpofed
in the moft elegant tafte ; the ruin has all the appear-
ance of gothic antiquity, and its view from feveral
partial fpots of the demefne has the beft poflible.
effelt. ' |

The plantations are admirably difpofed, and vary
with the undulation of the ground, but the drives,
throughout, have fuch a beautiful diverfity of the
richeft {cenery, as really produce fenfations of admira-
don. In a retired folitary thade, with a fuitable claflic
infeription, is erefted a fine maufoleum, for Mr.

Trench’s family, amidft the venerable f{creen of lofty

trees, and under cover of a hill. The many cottages

thro' the demefne, Have all the fame appearance of talte
without, and bear evident marks of ‘comfort ‘and hap-
pinefs within, to thofe peafants, fo fortunately placed
under a mafter, whofe kindnefs is fo eminently difplay-
ed. The reader has greatly to regrety with me; Mr.

EL i Trench's

f
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Trench’s abfence from home, whillt I was on my tour

in his -neighbourhood, as I doubtlefs would have re-
ceived fuch afliftance from him, as would have ena-

bled me to prefent thefe reports with lefs diffidence,
and much more intelligent matter ;3 but: even in this

misfortune, there is {fomething confolatory to me, that
having never known or feen this gentleman, I can-
not be fufpefted of partiality. His elegant improve-
ments. cannot be feen but with admiration, and to his
excellent character-his. whole country bear unanimous
teftimony.

The manfion houfe has alfo been bunll'. after I:uﬂ own

plan, and is of a curions though not regular order of
architefture, beinga fquare building, compofed of four
fronts, and from the irregularity of the ground, on
which it ftands, prefents at one front three ftories, at
another four, at thethird five, and fix at the fourth.
The apartments are as commodious as could be wifhed
for, and are confiderably more exten{ive, than we fhould
fuppofe from the outlide view.

Water Caftle was a f{eat of romantic beauty, the
property of the Lyons family ; the winding of the
Nore throngh this demeine, forms meft pifturcique
fcenes, The caftle is now falling to ruins.

Paper money is the only currency, and confills of
Dublin bank notes principally; but the notes of Kil-
kenny, Clonmel, and Waterford banks, are taken' in
fmall fums, under a_guinca, for the convenicnce of
change. Manufaftures are fteadily encreafing. -Sir
John Parnell, Bart. has bnilt an extenfive cotton fpin-
ning faftory, at Cullinagh, from which place the ba-
rony takes its name. ‘This is r:npld.lr improving, and
has fo well anfwered,, that Sir John is now ereting
another cotton mill adjoining, and will have a good
fupply of water for both. The machinery is exceed-

| F 2 ingly
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ingly ingenious, after the neweft methods, which, with
the mills, muft coft the proprietor feveral thoufands.
Anocther faftory, for weaving cotton, is about to be
eftablithed in the new town of Abbeyleix, and from the
advantage of the comfortable houfes, fufficiency of
water and fuel, and the abundance of provifions raifed
in this diftri€t, it certainly promifes every fuccefs. A
bolting mill of reputed confequence, equal to the an-
nual” manufa&ure of gocoo barrels of wheat, adjoins
the town, and is now worked by a Mr. ODtevens.
Near to Ballinakill, is another bolting mill, Mr. Gofs
the proprictor ; thefe only are of note in the barony,
but there are feveral fmall oat meal, or country
mills, which work only for the toll, and from the
poor fupply of water, and indifferent falls, could not
be converted to a refpetable purpofe.

Ballinakill is a fair, market, and polft town, ftuate
forty-cight miles . W. of Dublin. Until the union, it
was alfo a borough town, of which the Earl of Drog-
heda was patron, and returned two members to parlia-
ment ; it now has a brewery, and three tan yards, be-
fides fome inconfiderable woollen faftories, and has a
barrack for two troops of horfe; it is governed by 2
{fovereign, who is annually chofen.

The ruins of a caftle yet remain, which was batter-
ed by Fairfax, from a hill adjoining Heywood demelne,
and bravely defended by the garrifon. Balliroan is a
fair town in this barony, and diftant from Dublin forty-
four miles.

In this diftri€t there is no nurfery for {ale, but each
gentleman has his own private one. The county has
been highly improved with extenfive plantations, but
none of the proprietors have claimed the Society’s pre-
minms. The bogs are numerous, and fupply abun-
dance of fuel, on the eafieft terms ; turf fold atr about

fixpence
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{ixpence per horfe load, on the bog; it can be reared
for lefs coft in a good feafon.

The bogs are the only wafte grounds, and little at-
tempts yet towards réclaiming them.

The mountains are ftocked with ftore cattle, and are

capable of improvement, at a moderate expenie and

{fure profir.
The moors having a good natural fall, could be eafily

brought in by draining, burning, and gravelling. Lime
is the beft manure for the mountains, their foil being a
d:&p clay, in fome parts gritry.

The peafants are, perhaps, as induftrious as in other
parts of the province, but the {mall farmers have yet
more land than they are able to give fair play to; their
too eager deflire for land, and want of capital, rather
than of diligence, accounts for the evident marks of
flovenly farming, or negleét, which onlyis {een in farms
of this defcription through the barony.

Near the bounds of this barony, ftands in a vale at

Timahoe, furrounded by the circumjacent hills, one of
the famous round towers, the origin of which has

puzzled fo many ingenious antiquarians. Doftor
Ledwich, who has written a very amufing and inftroc-
tive treatife, and the fulleft on the {ubje&t, is of opinion
they were intended for belfries ; buot their origin having
been prior to Chriftianity, or the ereftion of churches
in this ifle, feems to contradiét the {fuppofition. Gene-
ral Vallancey thinks they were appropriated for the re-
pofitory of the facred fire, which was kept perpetually
burning in heathenifh times ; this is certainly lefs re-
mote from their origin, but the defcription of thefe tem-

ples having been large fquare towers, does not fm:ﬁnr
this idea. Harris believes them to have been penitentiary
towers 3 other authors fuppofe they were intended

for watch towers ; then, why erect them in the valley,
2
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as they are often found, and omit placing them on the
riling ground, which would be the moft commanding
feite ? Itis pretty generally believed they were intended
for a religious purpofe, and poffibly they were; but
this is only favoured by their {tanding convenient to
houfes of worfhip, which will not be confiltent when
we view the different modes of workmanfhip univer-

fally obferved in thefe and the contipuous churches;
and it being not contradicted, that they were erefted
previous to the introduétion of Chriftianity, it only
fhows, that they were probably afterwards converted to
a religious ufe, and the {cite of the church chofen at
fome noted place, which muft have been rendered fo,
wherever one of thele towers {tood.

General Vallancey's opinion is certainly more confo-
nant to their real origin, though muoch light yet remains
to be thrown on this fubject, before its original ufes
can be politively allerted, or made clear to convittion.
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CHAPTER VIIIL

BARONY OF UPPER OSSORY.

: SECTION 1.

Agriculture.

THIS barony is divided into three diftricts, called

cantreds, and confift of the cantreds of Clondonagh,
Clarmallagh, and Upperwoods ; each of thefe divifions .
contains a greater number of acres than any of the other

entire baronies, if we except the barony of Cullinagh,
which has only forty-four acres more than the cantred

of Upperwoods, by far the {malleft of the three; but
it muft be obferved this relates only to county cefs, as
taking the grofs number of acres, we find, that Upper-
woods contains a {till greater quantity of land than any
of the others. The cantreds of Clondonagh and Clar-
mallagh poflefs very fuperior ground ro Upperwoods,
which is moftly mountain. The mode of culture, al-

moft through the whole barony, is with the common

Irith plough, and where land is very poor, 1 mean re-
duced, for naturally the foil is fertile and good, they

trench in the grain with the fpade; their tillage is very
. extenfive



=32 STATISTICAL SURVEY

extenfive, almoft the entire of Offory being either
ploughed or fheep ground, a very {mall proportion
fit for dairy or fattening, except in favoured fpots,
which will be particularly ipoken of.

In U pperwoods, the mountains, which are the Sleive
Bloom, are grazed by coarfe fhegp and goats, and
much inclined to heath and furze. There are allo
larpe herds of young {tore cattle, which are fold out in
the fummer fairs, or brought down to more luxunant
paftures ; many farmers are alfo much éngaged in fet-
ting the fummer’s grafs for calves, heifers; and young
hories. The following is the average rate for fix

months grafs : .
Three year oldheifer, - 165, 3d.
Two year old ditto, - 13.: .0
Yearling ditta, - 8: o
Horfe, - - - 16: 9

The tillage of Upperwoods, which is in the lower
part, is very good, and they fow wheat, bere, barley,
oats, and a great quantity of potatoes 3 for the latter,
land fets for fix guineas per acre, oue of which will

produce onc hundred and twenty barrels, of twenty
{tones ; oats, #n j wheat feven ; bere and barley, from
fourteen to fixteen. In {peaking of the number of bar-
rels of corn an acre of Jand will produce, through this
work, they are all reduced to the ftandard of Dublin
market, as in Callinagh reports. Meadow is gene-
rally good, average from four to nine pounds per
acre ; tithe valued every year. Take the entire of
Offory, and we find one third of the bareny under
tillage; and two thirds under palturé, meadow, and
bog. The tillage may be thus divided ; wheat occu-
pies ont half; bere and barley one fourth; :ndﬂll:
-y an
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and potatoes one fourth. In the grafs lands, pafture
and bog cover four fifths, and meadow one ffth.

They burn almolt all the land, both up and low, pre-
paratory for crops, and firlt take potatoes, which, in
bottom ground, are fucceeded by bere, and in upland by
wheat, next oats in both, with which they ufually
lay down, or with barley, when the {oil agrees with it;
oats is the moft favourite crop. The peafantry plough
with two hor{es, and hire or lend to each other occa-
fionally 3 confequently, from foch weak powers as
cheir ¢attle are equal to in fo {trong a foil, lictle good
tllage can be expefted. The gentry plough with both
oxen and horfes, and they proportion two firong horles
to four bullocksj they always yoke with collars and
hames, and many improved implements of hufbandry
are in ufe with them and fought much after. The
Rev. Thomas Dronght, of Oldglafs, in the cantred of
Clarmallagh, has a very neat farm, which had been
acarly exhaufted on coming into his hands; he is now
engaged preparing it for fheep walk, and by an admi-
rable fyftem of tillage, and excellent implements of
bufbandry, bids fair for foccefs ; he ules the {cuffler
plough, which is well adapted for mixing lime, or in-
corporating any manure into the foil. Here is alio the
double and treble harrow, each compofed of forty-five
pins, at one inch and an half afunder ; thefe are found
to anfwer well in laying down level, and alio in turn-
‘ing out potatoes, having been firlt loofened with the
plough ; their drills are three feet afunder. This gen-
tleman has a pardality for the common Irifh plough,
but has made it quite another kind of implement, by
the improvement of giving an equal breadth to the
fole, and fhortening the beam full one third, which
makes the draught very eafy. In working with horfes,

the ploughman is the driver, by means of long reins.
' At
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At Oldglafs is alfo a capital threfhing machine, equal
to fixty barrels of wheat daily. It is the only one in
the county of fuch powers, and is worked by water.
Mr. Vicars, of Livally, has alfo very good implements
of hufbandry, and is very forward in the improvement
of tillage and breed of fheep. He breaks ground for
oats or potatoes ; lime is his general manure, mixed
with clay and head lands; firft crop wheat or barley,
followed by potatoes, and lays down with clover.
The great advantage of drilling potatoes is very obvi-
ous throughout this diftrict, as moltly every farmer has
adopted ity the ftrongeit proof of its merit’is, when
the lower clafs prefer it to their old eftablithed
cuftoms, which it is fo difaculc to reltrain them from
in every purfuit. Mountrath is the principal market
town ; a brifk demand for every kind of corn, and
fair prices. Rathdowny has alfo a competition of
buyers. Vetches, formerly, were fown here in great
quantities, about ten years ago, but are now entirely
difcontinued, and accounted for, as reducing the ground
more than any other crop. All the principal feeders
have turnips, for their winter's green food ; bar the
nice tillage, by the hoe, has never been attempted.
Another courfe of crops, that is much practifed ; after
ploughing the lay, fallow for wheat, next oats ; fallow
for wheat a fecond time, let out (firft limed) with grafs
feed and clover, by the wealthy farmer, or cafhiered
by the peafant; and again they burn the lay for pota-
toes, make winter fallow, fow bere early in {pring,
next oats, fallow for wheat, and let out as above.
Hitherto but a fmall proportion of rape has been culti-
vated, until laft year, when more was fown than for
twenty years back, the feafon having been fo uncom-
monly favourable, and the price, the preceding year, fo

Very encouragng. : S
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In Upperwoods, the proportion of tillage, to pafture,
is not one twentieth part. Mr. White, of Charleville,

breaks ground with turnips, and had laft, year, ten
 acres of the beft I had feen; the extreme dronght of
the feafon was, in general, unfavourable to the crop.
Mr. White having previoufly burned of courfe, fows
two pounds of feed ro the acre; potatoes are the fuc-
ceeding crop, the land for which, after turnips, will
bring £ -9. per acre; next barley, {fummer fallow, and
wheat, with which he lets out, firflt highly manuring
with lime.

Towards the mountains, their foil, on the fouth fide,
is limeftone, and here, where the mountain begins to
be loft in the rich ground adjoining Tipperary, they
have a peculiar mode of farming. They plough the
lay in winter, when the grafs is off; never harrow,
but roll the ground in {pring ; fow oats, which they
trench with the {pade; take two crops of potatoes,
then oats a fecond time; laying down with this crop,
and artificial grafles, asrye grafs, clover, and trefoil.
If the ground is very good, they fublftitute barley for
oats, the laft crop.

Their implements of hulbandry are of the common-
clt kind. The vepetable crops are better, in propor-
tion, than in other parts, in a hot fummer, becing fa-
voured by the cold grit.

Cropping.

The courfe of crops on the gravelly foil of this coun-
try fhould be firflt turnips; 2d, barley; 3d, clover;
or lay down with oats, and artificial grafles ; or 1it,
fallow; 2d, wheat; 3d, vetches; 4th, oats. The.
foil is too dry for vegetable crops, they will be found o

return a better profit in the moors.
SECT.
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Secr. 2. Paflure.

-

In Upperwoods, it is a green light turf, ‘neither
luxuriant nor coarfe, but late in vegetation, and
much better in Auguft than in July ; this fide of Sleive
Bloom is fpongy, that on the King's County rather dry
and brittle. Breed of fheep flill improving, moftly
{old out in ftore lots ; black cattle fed for ftore; year-
ling calves bought in and fold out at three years old.
General prices regnlated by fairs in low-Jands ; much
dairy; cheefe of indifferent quality made here and
fent to Duoblin and Kilkenny ; the wool is {old to
manufafturers in Mountrath and Rolcrea. Gene-

rally fpeaking, the pafture of the other cantreds is a
light loam, not very grafly, and principally occupied
by fheep, which breed is as rapidly rifing to perfeltion
as in any parts of the county. Mr. Dexter’s rams are
now let here for above [.10co annually, and croffed
with the Irith ewe, have very nice lambs. The gentry
give their rams to tenants gratis, and thus this improved
breed reaches even to the peafants, and {oon promiles to
be naturalized in the country. The principal breeders
are, Mr. Vicars, of Livally, Mr. Roe, of Beckficld,
Mr. White, of Charleville, Mr. Flood, of Middle-
mount, and Mr. Drought, of Oldglafs.

The breed of black carttle is now more attended to,
feveral cows having been fent from hence to Captain
Doyne’s bull at ane guinea per cow, and to Mr. Stub-
ler's fine bull at the fame ratey they are both of Sir
John Parnell’s beft breed, and the former is the nicell

animal of his kind I have ever {een.
As to horfes, they are greatly nr:gl-n:ﬂ'l:d not one

brood mare now for ten there were leven years ago;
indeed,
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indeed, Mr. Vicars, of Livally, is the only breeder, who
has not flackened ; ‘he fends his mares to the belt Cuor.
ragh horfes, and generally fells his four years old ftock
for roo gunineas ecach. -

The fairs of the barony are extenfive both for fat
and ftore cattle, and are regularly attended by the
Meath feeders ; prices are good in general, regulated
by Cork and Watertord.

Plough and fat cattle are foddered with hay in cribs,
moft commonly in the fields ; the latter alio get pota-
toes. Few farmers are fo wife as to fodder in the

yards.

Natural grafs light and fpiry ; little attention paid to
artificial grafles ; now and then a little clover is fown,
and rye grafs in bottoms, which only agrees in that
foil, and after three years will decline in uplands.

In their modes of farming after breaking the lay,
this grafs anfwers very well, and gives the earlieft and
heavieft crop. Other meadows are late, light, and
not fappy 3 hay all trammed and left long out. Except
in Upperwooods, but little more dairy than for family
ufe. The Walpoles, a Quaker family, were very
famous cheefe-makers, and refided at Carew, in the
parifh of Aghavoe ; I have heard their cheefe extolled as
equal to the beft Glocefter, but what I tafted as theirs,
was rather inferior to very middling Chefhire. A Mr.
Hipwell now rents the farm.

Their hides and tallow are fold in Mountrath, Rof-
erea, and Ballinakill, average 6d. per pound. Cork
and Clonmell buyers take their wool, and in this com-
modity there is a great trade ; they ftone with two and
one half flecces; their prices regulated by Ballinafloe.

Perhaps, there is no greater inftance of the extraor-
dinary virtue of watering meadow ground fuperfici-
ally, than is.to be feen at Mr. Flood's of Middlemount,
in this diftri€t ; his treatment is as follows : £
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He has found by experience that eight days is the
moft produétive time to leave the water on the ground
(the foil being moftly rabbit fand) from Autumn to
the 1ft of April, and twelve hours from that period to
within ten days of mowing, the ground is always
longer dry than wet.

After mowing, if the after-grafs is intended for fatten.
ing fheep, the hay is removed as foon as poffible, and
the water let on, when fufficient grafs appears,
the fheep are put on, and be they ever fo low in con-
dition, in two months they are fat, and will improve
until about the middle of February, when they muft
be fold, ‘as they would fhortly after fall off, and die
completely rotten. This is a hint, that fhould be well
attended to by experimental praétitioners in irrigation.
When the after-grafs is intended for lambs or flore-
fheep, the water is not let on until December, and from
that to May, it is perfectly found. And when the fat
fheep are fold (as above) the meadows are waflte until
the ewes drop their lambs, when they are put on until
the firt week in May, then laid up for meadow. This
method alone has brought fifty acres of Mr. Flood's
land, which was not really worth 17s. per acre, (being
a fhallow fandy foil) in a few years to be well worth
fix guineas per acre, for which they could be fet to
folvent tenants at a long leafe, and laft year the mea-
dow was fet for ten guineas per acre round. To this
extraordinary virtue of irrigation all the country bears
unammous teftimony.

Mr. Ponfonby, of Belmont, has alfo watered his
meadows with great fuccefs. Mr. Whyte, of Aghavoe,
is the molt extenfive feeder in the county, and anacre

of his land will feed a bullock to any weight.® z
0

2 * Aghavoe fignifies the ficld of the ox, or the delight of
e ox. _
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To a very minute furvey of the parifth of Aghavoe,
taken in the year 1796, by the Rev. Doftor Ledwich,
the reader is referred; it was publifhed by Archer.
His account of the origin, topography, feil, and agricul-
ture may be very correct, but I cannot agree with the
Doctor’s arithmetical calculation, which goes to prove,
that there is no fuch perfon in the parith as a poor
cottier ; for he ftates, that on two acres of garden,
and from its produce, with the induftry of two females
in {pinning worfled, the cottier can pay [£.3 rent, cos a
year for his cow’s maintenance, and after fupporting
fix in famxljr, allowing them annually thirteen pounds
weight of foap, 13s. worth of candles, himfelf a full
fuit of clothing, two pair of fhoes, two pair of ftock-
ings, two fhirts, a hat, pay alfo his tithe, tm! have a net
balance of

fundry uﬂ:uﬂr :-.:l;ir.'mugta, ftated

Befides the profit reaped from
worth - } S o o

Makinginall ~ 12 6 ¢}

At this. rate, not a cottier of eight years (tanding in
the county, but would certainly be worth [.ro0.
Could this theory be verified, the peafant need not
grumble at paying his tithe, as by this calculation it
would appear, that not one-thirticth of his profits are de-

manded, when one-tenth of the produce are the Cler-
gy's dues. I fhall only obferve, in the Doftor’s ftate-
ment, for the two acres of garden, which is all tillage,
the tithe is rated at 6. 64.; now let the reader look
forward to the table of tithe at the end of this book,
and he will find in this barony, that for two acres of

tillage
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tillage the loweft valuation is 1os. 6d., and I fear the
majority of the other items will be found as incorreft
in the ftatement of the cottier’s income and expences,
and as little able to {tand the teflt of a minute in-
vefligation.

In the cantred of Clarmallagh, no bullocks are fed
and but few cows, thefe moftly for home ufe, and
will weigh from four and a half to fix cwt.; three-

fourths of the cantred are under theep walk, and a Kind
palture will feed three (heep to the acre. '

Cabbages.

From the great experience of fheep breeders here,
"tis found the fhort-legged kind have the fineft and the
heavieft fleeces. In winter and fpring the ewes fhould

have hay, and a pet park ready for them againit
yeaning.

Cabbages are greedily eaten by fheep, and they fat
on them very foon. Cows milk is greatly encreafed by
this vegetable, but it always taftes of them after {tand-
ing for one meal. In winter, cows will produce from
one to two pottles per day, on cabbages. Bullocks
fhould have them prnpnrtmn:d to their own weight;
a regularity in feeding, and in giving the quantity
and alfo of hay in like manner, will improve them
when confined in ftalls beyond belief; about half
a ftone is allowed the bullock for every 16 lb. he
weighs, and a very fmall portion of hay. Iam inform=-
ed that bullocks put up on this diet foon grew fat, and
required lefs food as they improved, the quantity of
which was confequently curtailed.
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SECT. 3. [Larmo.

In Upperwoods, fmall farms, ron from 20 to 30
acres, and are held in partoerfhip ; and large farms
from one to five hundred. There are generally at-
tached two hundred acres of mountain to forty acres
of arable land ; the former fets from 6s. to 11s. per
acre ; the latter twenty to thirty-five fhillings. The land,
fouth of the river Nore, will bring double the rent of
land lying on its northern fide. Farm-houles are to-
lerably comfortable, and fome few cottiers have their
cabins fnug and warm. The fize of farms in the
other cantreds are generally fmall, and pafs through
many hands, confequently are feverely racked, which
argues the policy of not permitting the original tenant
to alienate; Mr. Stubber, of Moyne, who refides, infifts
on the performance of this claufe, and in general it is
atterided to on the eftates of abfentees. The larger farms
contain from fifty to four hundred acres, offices very
indifferent throughout, and farm-houfes have neither

nearnels nor convenience to recommend them.

General ftate of leafes for three lives or thirty-one
years, except on the eftate of the manor of Villiers,

where farms are fet but for 21 years, and are obvioufly
negleéted and racked. Since the Roman Catholics
have had the right of voting, they choefe a life for
the term of their leafe in preference to years, for free-
hold fake. . 3 -

Cottiers here are exempt from county cefs and rtaxes,
by the indalgence of their landlords. Taxes are re-
gularly advancing in Offory, which has caufed fome
alarm and difcontent.

 WOL. 1. C Tao
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To ten acres of tillage thro’ the barony may be pro-
portioned two horfes. i
Tillage fields are {fmall, from five to fix acres, and a
proportion of every {pecies of grain, commonly in one "

inclofure, but fheep-walks are very extenfive; rams

are hired out from 10 to 100 guineas per annum,
The fences m Clarmallagh are pretty good, and thorn

is  favourable to the foil. Mr. Defpard, of Donore,
dreffes his hedge-rows extremely neat, with faddle
copings. . In Clondonagh, they are far lefs exalt, and
the white thorn grows wild without any trimming.
In Upperwoods the fences ar¢ bad, bald ditches;
draining in but its infancy ; Mr. Elkington's method not
yet adopted, but molt of the gentlemen mentioned have
reclaimed fome moor 3 the moft extenfive I have {een
is that jult now attempred by Mr. Drought of Oldglafs ;
his mode is to make a deep circular cut round the piece
he takes in hand, to cut off the {prings ; this may be
effe€tual, but I think it is double the expence ne-
ceflary. |

Lime is the mo(t general manure thro’ the barony;
in all its [kages. it is molt powerful, but commonly
mixed with bog-ftuff when convenient. In Upper-
woods it is {carce, and {tands the farmer in 1s. 24d. per
barrel § heath trampled, and rotted in bog-water, is a
gpu&mn::erudmthudﬂn&mmdngrmnﬁ:uf,u
it is cheaply had.

Holloww Draing.

I wonld recommend an excellent and cheap mode of
draining, I have feen praétifed in the county of Mona-
ghan. After having marked out the length of the
drain, make the paralle!l line for the breadth at 18

inches
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inches diftance, {kin off the fod carefully, and cut it
into lengths of 18 inches, and prerty ftout, which lay
by, then fink the drain 14 or 18 inches deep ; from the
centre of the bottom lay off two inches at cither
fide, and within thefe fink another drain, which you
may make [ixX inches deep or tour inches {quare—then
you take the fods and place them on the edge, fo as to
form an' angle like the roof of a houfe, and having
the fides of the wide=trench for a bearing ; obferve to
kéep the grafly fide within, and fll in the clay, the
weight of which again(t the fides of the fods, will prefs
them clofe together ; after all the earth is thrown in,
the heavieft cart might roll over without injury to the

pipe; the greater the weight is over it ﬂ.'l:l: ﬁ]-m:r it
hnh[ﬂr |

SEcT. 4. General Subjeéis.

~ Upperwoods is by no means populouns, but wild.
Caftletown is its only village, diftant one mile from
Mountrath ; it is very neat, of triangular form, and
has fome excellent houfes, and here are the ruins of a
caltle.

The river Nore runs in the northern extremity, a_n;l
the fcenes on its banks are picturefque and well wood-
ed. Turf fuel abundant and cheap, the hundred fta-
tute Kifhes felling for 13s. 64 in the bog; potatoes int]'.
oatmeal, the only food of the peafant in this cantred.

In Clarmallagh and Clondonagh, popoulation and
tillage have encreafed ﬂuﬁ rapidly within twenty jears;
here the peafants live better, and mdu]gﬁ with milk,
and fnmmmﬂ a little butter, but potatoes are their

main f)
| e G 2 | Clothiog
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“

Clothing is coarfe, bot warm, frize of their own
manufacture in Clarmallagh, but in other parts of the
barony they have very little manufadture, and ‘their
drefs very mean and fhabby ; narrow ftuffs rate at 54.
to 8d. per yard, durants 1+. 1d. 1o 14 2d., frizes 2, 84,
to 3rs.

In Upperwoods, cottiers wages rate from c¢d. to 64,
per day through the year, in the other cantreds 84, in
the fummer, and 64. in the winter. Daily labourers,
65 with diet; 84. to 10d without, or 15 when labour
is in brifk demand. Cottiers pay 25+ to 35+ per
acre, for garden and houfe, 305 to gos for a cow’s
grafs, and all have the ufval privileges of rearing pigs
and poultry.

In Upperwoods they pay but, 25+ for their cow's
* grals. Average price of potatoes for 7 years back, 2d.
per {tone, not including laft {feafon, 1800. ;meal 104 per
cwt. ; tithe is valued every year, and gradually encreal-
ing. As Ipirits rife in price, beer is in more demand, the'
there is but one brewery in this extenfive bareny. |

Confidering mountain roads, thofe in Upperwoods
are tolerably good, and near Commorus chapel a new
bridge has been built over a rapid arm of the Nore.
In other parts of the barony both roads and bridges are
kept in excellent repair.

Soil in many places light, rocky, and gravelly, with
little deep clay, and a fubftratum of lime-ftone; the
high grounds have fandy loams, and more inclined to
clay in the low-lands, not pure, but mixed and loamy;
frequent {pews of iron and vitriolic fubftance from
the bogs, and there is a calcareous quality in the vari-
ous clays. In general, a limy compoft is found to
tell beft in the mixed loams ; they have marl, but will
not try its virtue as a manure. 'There have been no
mines dilcovered in Offory ; lime-ftone quarries

abound in the lower part of the barony. On the ef-
: [ate
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rate of Roundwood, in Upperwoods, is a flate quarry
of a ftrong quality and black colour, refembling that”
coarfe ftratum, which lies next over coal. Miners’
from England have viewed this, and were ‘of opinion,
that a vein of coal was here, but not worth the coft:
of working.

No navigation in the barony of Upper Offory, nor
is there any eftablifhed fifhery, except eel wiers,
which many have ufurped along the river, to the
great detriment of the meadows lying on its banks.
The Nore: alfo abounds with trout and {almonj
otters are very frequent in the lower part of the ba-
rony, and it is {aid, martens have been feen in the
woods. There is nothing worthy of remark in Borris-
in-Offory.; ’tis a poft and fair town, of very mean
appearance, diftant fve miles from Rolcrea; though
- contemptible externally, it is not without wealth, and is
the eftate of Lord Temple, (which he enjoys by his
marriage in the Chandois family,)and part of the manor
of Villiers.

In Rathdowny, which is a far better town, 15 a tan~
yard, and here the Reverend Mr. Carey has a good
{chool, but there is none other thronghout, nor any per-
manent charitable inflitution.

In the late fearcity the poor were humanely provided
for by the gentry.

It is worthy of remark, that the liberal policy of the
proprietors, who giveé encouraging leafes, is very con-
{picuous in the improvements of their lands ; but here
middlesmen are excluded, and the ruinous ﬁﬁm Ef
rack-rents not permitted.

The mannfactures of this bnrnn]’are‘ﬂmﬁﬂlﬂ to
the coarfe clothing of the peafantry, and nonc made
for fale; fome few women {pin worfled for hire, at
which they carn feldom more than 24. per day, but
there is little or no flax fowed or {pna.

M
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Mr. Walpole, of Cartown, near Glandine Gap, is
now changing the corn mill there to a woollen faétory,
which is very aptly fituate for that branch, having a
fufficiency of water, and fuel very cheap and plenty ;
near to Cartown is Lacka, where there is erefted a
breaft-fhot rape mill, and alfo a bolting mill; Mr.
Pim, proprietor of both, refides here. Mr. Hum-
phreys, who is contiguous, has alfo an over-fhot rape
mill 5 they are all well fupplied with the entire ftream
of the Galour river. At Coblrain is an excellent bolt-
ing mill, Mr. Neale, the proprietor.; and at Raheen is
alio a good one in the poffeffion of Mr. Purcell. There
are two corn mills of inconfiderable powers at Rath-
downy, held by Meffrs. Neal and Nicholfon ; one at
Donoghmore and another at Borris-in-Offory, of the like
defcription. There are feveral grifs or ocat mills well
watered, and good fcites through the barony, fuch as
at Aghmacart and Raheen.

In Upperwoods, near Lacka, there is fome good
timber, but it is all fold. At Annagh is'a wood of 70
acres ; all the good timber is alfo cutting here—price
of oak 3s. per foot, but bad. Afh and deal valued
high and fold by the tree. :
Mr. Flood, who refided at Roundwood, on his own

eltate, planted confiderably. Thefe trees are now fine
timber, and well taken care of. Mr. Samunel White

now farms this eftate and refides here; he has pur-
chafed all the old timber, which is cutting, and he
copfes up the oak and deal plantations.

At Mount Salim, near Annatrim, the ocak wood is
regularly cutting and copfing up.

This country from Roundwood to Lacka, and
North Grove, is well wooded, and being fo inland,
timber fells generally cheap; average rates, deal, 15d.
to 184. per foot; afh, 2+ to as Gd. ; ocak, 2/, 4d. to

g,n




OF THE QUEEN’S COUNTY. 83

4. 6d. The LEarl of Mountrath’s woods are exten-
Give, though flender, and bound the barony. .

All the gentlemen farmers have highly adorned their
demefnes by valuable plantations. The Rev. Mr.
Drought of Oldglafs only has received the Dublin Soci-
ety’s premium for planting. The trees are here in good
heart, the  larch particalarly vigorous; about five
years ago, a confiderable damage occurred to this plan-
tation in one night by cattle breaking in, but that part
has been all carefully replanted, and is now {o well
sselofed 48 to remove all apprehenfions of further da-
mages

The want of a nurfery for fale, in this extenfive ba-
barony, is very difcouraging to planting, as trees muft
be had either from Mountmelick or Dublin. -

Timber in the lower part of Offory is high and
fearce, the fupply is from Lord Afhbrook’s woods at
Durrow, which adjoin.

In the cantred of Upperwoods may be as much bog
as tillage, improved walks are but few, but a vaft ex-

liming.

In Clarmallagh, bog and wafte is confiderable, but
fill the expenfe of reclaiming would not be great.
The farmers here are wealthy, and, if there i1s no want
of capital, that of fpirit is a material obftacle to its im=
provement. In general, there is no complaint of bad
leafes, which leaves no excufe but want of induftry.

An immenfe tra& of country towards Durrow,
which comprifes feveral eftates, is always under water
three-fourths of the year, and for fo long a time
quite ufelefs, which could moft readily be fédlﬂu:d
at the coft of about /. 500, by changing the courfe of
the river here, from the dead flat to the narrow valley
contiguous, and decepening it in a few other places.
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I am clear, that one year’s profit of the land would
leave a confiderable furplus after paying the expenfe
of reclaiming it. I conceive itis well worth the atten-
tion of the proprietors affefted by it.

In Upperwoods, the women of the peafantry are
more indultrious than in the low lands, they find em-
ployment both within and without doors. 'Their cha-
ralter, in other parts of the barony, is extreme idlenefs
and floth, and {carcely do more than prepare the food

of the family, which occupies but little time (except
the few I have mentioned, that {pin worlted); candour
obliges me to acknowledge, that they are much addicted
to theft, which it is no difgrace with them to be detect-
ed in.

The want of manufaftures occafions this depravity,
and the floth and idle habits of the women feem

hardly probable to be conquered, but in the rifing ge-
neration.

The Englifh langnage is molt generally {poken, ex-
cept towards the mountains ; but, indeed, throughour,
they all can converfe in both tongues, with equal flu-
ency, but ’till proper fchools are eftablifhed, they

muft remain in the {fame barbarous ignorance, that ftill
prevails.

A branch of the canal {fpoken of, in the preceding
barony, is intended to be made to Mountrath, which
will be of the moft effential fervice to the country;
Dublin market, by this means, may be faid to be
brought home to the farmers doors. There are cer-
tainly feveral commodities, which are very confiderably
under-rated, by reafon of the long land carriage.

-+, Lhe whole produce of the land is here fold by

weight. 'The return, on an average, is, feven barrels
of wheat, twelve of bere and barley, cleven of oats,

and tweaty of rape, to the acre; the latter bas, feven-
-3 teen
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teen f{tone to the barrel. The average produce of
dunged potatoe land, an hundred and twenty barrels to
the acre; or eighty, where manured with bog ftuff.
Average price of wheat, for feven years back, 18co
not included, 3os. per barrel, bere 14s., barley 16v.
cats Tos. Gd., rape 23s. 6d., potatoes.3s. Gd.
. Average price of land, 20s. per acre, np and low
land together ; or upland 1ors., and low land 28s. 64.
Taking a view of the whole of the barony, we find
tillage confiderably increafed 3 which, though it may
in fome meafure ferve the poor and indultrious, by pro-
viding them-employment ; yet, if we look minutely,
we find this fuppofed benefit is far from being evena .
fecondary caufe of their grievances. They till their
{mall farms for prefent gain, not for improvement; they
tafte the fweets of profit for the duration of one or two
crops of corn, from their gardens, or cow palture, and
follow it up with feveral fucceflive crops. Their newly
acquired wealth is fpent in whilkey and intemperance,
and the cafe is alike to them, as with the {pendthrift,
felling his eftate; he feels not his error till the pur-
chafe money is lavifhed, nor do they, till their ground
is incapable of further produce, and is thus left in a
wretched cafhier| ftate, for years, dangerous to cartle,
and a certain lofs to the nation ; thus the tenant is ro-
ined, the landlord unpaid, and after the colt of gjefl-
ing, has his land exhaufted. I believe it would be
found, on inguiry, that the lands of Ireland, which
every year lie wafte under cathier, might be profitably
cmployed by a proper {yftem of agriculware, to produce
nfulﬁu:nﬁfnﬁapmvﬁnu and employment m:htpmr
of the whole ifland.

This impolitic and avaricious graiping fnr ullnge
lim:'l will be found, to have greatly contributed to the
enormous rifes in the price of cattle; for, not one calf

in
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in twenty is now reared, as formerly; when there
was fcarcely a family to be feen but had the blefling

of one or two cows.
" The population of the country is wonderfully in-

creafed, of lite years, and it is a fad refleltion,
that their miferies are multiplied in the fame proportion.
The wealth of other flates is appreciated by the num-
ber of their children, and, with the Irifh peafant, they
conftitute his misfortune and poverty ; how few of them
enjoy the luxury of a little milk for their offspring,
and, if a cow can infure the happinefs and comfort of a
ily, is there a peafant in the ifland that fhould not
indulgedf
This deferves our moft particular obfervation, which,
in true policy we are bound to engage, if not in the
{pirit of Chriftianity; and until the condition of the
peafantry is firft bettered, in vain may we hope for
thofe improvements, and eafy quiet, which never can
refult, independent, or feparate, from this great leading
ftep, to the happinefs, well being, and wealth of the
ftate.
. The demefne lands in this barony are, firft, Don-
more, the fine feat of -Sir Robert Staples, Bart. ; it is
fituate in the cantred of Carmallagh ; this is only farmed
by Sir Robert, in perpetuity, his eftates lying in the
north of Ireland ; here, above feventy Irifh acres have
been planted, the lands are very beauntifully laid down,
and highly ornamented with judicious improvements.
The demefne is capitally inclofed, with an excellent
ftone wall ; but the manfion houfe is very old, as is
that of Moyne, the feat of Robert Stubber, Eig. in

which has lately been ercfted a range of very fine

offices. The plantations here are alfo in very good

heart, and are extenfive. Coolfin demeine is remark-
| | able
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able for very choice and beautiful old timber, and is
alfo the property, and in the occupation of Mr. Stub-
ber. :
DBelmont is a very handfome fmall demefne, farmed
by C. B. Ponfonby, Efq. The lodgeis extremely neat,
and well planned ; the lawn pretty, and commands a '
pleafing view of the mountains, ruins of Aghmacart,
and the round tower of Beggar's end, in the county of
Kilkenny. ’Tis fituate contiguous to Cullihill, which
is a mean village, and only remarkable for an old caitle, -‘,
fiow in ruins, the eftate of Sir John Freke, Bart.

The other old caftles of the barony are, m]-f
Rufhall, the eftate of Lord Mountrath, and once

the family manfion; one at Grant’s Town, on the
eftate of Peter Latouche, Efq.; another at Gortneclay,
the eftate of the Countefs of Antrim; Balligeehan
Caftle, on the eftate of Henry Grattan, Efq.; Cool-
herry Caftle, the eftate of Colonel King; and Kilbredy
Caftle, the eftate of Robert Stubber, Efq. From the
top of this building, a poor love fick maid threw her-
felf, about ten years ago, and was dafthed to pieces in

the fall.
At Aghmacart, are the roins of a priory, founded by

St. Tigernac, for Auguflin canons; and at’Aghavoe,
are the extenfive ruins of 2 Dominican abbey, founded
by the anceftors of the Earl of Upper Offory; ‘"us
noted by Sir James Ware, as chiefly famous for being
the burial place of the Abbot St Kenny, who died
there 5. 1d. Oé&. anno. 6co.

The Fitzpatricks, who were the firft benefaltors,
prefented to all the ecclefiaftical dignities, within the
fee of Offory, fome right, of which is {till enjoyed by the
prefent Earl of Upper Offory, who yet has the advow-
{on of five churches, and which his Lordfhip’s family
has retained for above 1000 years
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The Dominican abbey was founded by Florence

Fitzpatrick, Prince of Offory, in 13825 its dimenfions
are an hundred feet by twenty-five, but the interior is
pot ornamented. A {mall chapel is connected to the
building, on the fouth fide, by a fine arch, whole bale
is a pillar of folid mafonry. North of the abbey were
the apartments for the monks and other offices; but,
unhappily, much of this fine and antique pile was
rafed, to inclofe fome parks. '
" The parifi®church [tands at a fhort diftance from
the abbey; the interior is adorned, on the northerm
., with many curious ornaments and canopies, and
hag an old confeflion box, in the wall, near the altar,
The outer part feems either unfinifhed, or that fome
additional building had been thrown down. "The bel-
fry is an hexagonal tower, not as high as the roof ; 'tis
covered with a curious cap of flone.

It has been faid, that the fee of Offory, which was
firlt fettled at Saiger, in the King’s County, was, anno
do. 1050, removed to Aghavoe, and a cathedral then
built, which was fince changed into a monaflery, ; but
Dr. Ledwich denies this affertion, and gives {trong rea-
fons to doubt its veracity.

Should the reader have a curiofity to fearch fnrtlmr
into the antiquities of this abbey, be will find a very
full account in Dr Ledwich’s Statiftical View of the
parith of Aghavoe, before alluded to ;5 and alfo in that
valuable work, the Monafticon Hibernicum, publifhed
by the Kev. Mervyn Archdall.

A noted mound of earth, in the form of a cone, lies
to the northward of the church, encircled by a ftone
wall, the fummit is forty feet in diameter, and the
whole furrounded by a fofle ; it appears artificial, and
its tradition is, that there the wealth of the abbey was
placed, and guarded by a regular garrifon; but I think

- it
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it is quite too fmall to favour fuch an opinion; 1
rather apprehend it is the tomb of fome of the chiefs

of the country, or heads of the abbey. 1 think,
this is alfo noted in Dr. Ledwich’s book, which has a
very good account, and accurate plan and view of the
high moat of Monachoghlan, and its furrounding for-
tifications ; they confifted of an outer and inner court,
rampart and treble foffe, thefe, with the adjoining
bog, ftrongly proteéted it on one fide, and 'tis pre-
fumed the other fide was ftrengthened by pallifadoes

and very formidable ramparts.
In the pariih of Skirk, in this barony, is one of thofe

famous cemeteries, as deferibed by antiquarians, confift-
ing of a circular row of upright {tones, which inclofe
an altar, and accompanied by a conical mound of earth
or {tone, the whole circomfcribed by a rampart and
ditch.  All thefe fantuaries were cemeteries or fepul-
chres, the dead being interred under the mound, altar,
or upright ftones, as is evident by human hones or
urns being conftantly found under {uch as have been
opened®. They were called Mogh-adair or Magh-
adair, that is, the fan&uary of the wife divinity of the
tombs, and were dedicated to Mogh or Sodorn, and
the manes of heroes.

® Sce Collefiahen de febus Hibernicis.

CHAPTER
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CHAPTER IX.

BARONY OF MARYBOROUGH.

SECTION 1.

Agriculture.

THIS barony, which originally contained ;Igu{;
12,000 acres, has been divided into two diltriéts, or
diftinét baronies, under the denomination of Eaft and
Welt Maryborough, and in point of fituation, natural
advantages, and fertility of. foil, are of fir{t rate confe-
quence in the county. -Every fpecies of farming is
practifed here, and neither wealth nor fpirit wanting to
carry their purfuits into effeftnal execution.

The foil being ftrong and deep, requires the labour
of four oxen, or good horfes, with which the gentry
plough, and lefs fubftantial farmers with two horfes
only, which may be proportioned to a farm of twenty
acres ; but there are many peafants, who occupy but a
very few acres, and a great many cattle are confequent-
ly hired for their tillage ; the hire of a plough and twe
horfes is, from 5s. 5d. to 6s. Gd. per day; their firft
crop is ufually oats, fcattered in on the lay fod, after

| the
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the ridge has been harrowed length ways; next they
take potatoes, for which they manure with dung; in
nice foil, barley fucceeds with a winter's fallow, and in
ftrong grounds, wheat is fown, but always after a
fummer’s fallow ; jult before feed-fowing they iprinkle
lime on_ the furface, or a compolt of lime and clay,
which tells extremely well. 'The quality of the wheat
is fine, and produce very good, from feven to ten bar-
rels per acre; oats twelve to fixteen; barley feldom
lefs than fixteen; oats is the moit favourite grain,
which. is produced equally well, in every kind of foil
you meet here ; their potatoes are almolt every where
drilled, the fuperior advantage of which procefs the
peafantry are fully fenfible of ; an acre of which will
average 10o barrels through this barony, but in many
places we find a confiderably greater produce, Sir
Joho Allen ]-'uhn.ﬁ:-n, Bart, who refides at his feat at
Springmount, in this barony, has had the enormous
produce of 160 barrels to the acre, from ftable dung
manure, and the peafants gardens frequently yield
140. Indeed, the land at Springmount is moift excel-
lent; and in richnefs and fertility, I believe, cannot
be excelled. They have. not hitherto cultivated
green crops for winter food; the depredations of the
lower order, where tornips have Eccn_fuwn, are very
difcouraging. William Pigot, Efq. of Farmly, who is
earneftly engaged in fheep breeding, and in which he
has been very forward and f{uccelsful, traniplanted
both rape and cabbage for his fheep, and has improv-
ed, with great judgment, a tralt of moor, which is
now excellent land indeed. I was furprifed at his
affertion, that the reclaimed moor was better prepared
and mannered in letting out without a vegetable crop;
indeed he gave me ocular proof of it, in the fame
ﬁnld.. by two plots farmed with each mede, and both

were
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were in grafs, in the beginning of O(tober, after each
had equal advantage of the feafonable rains ; that, which
had not been cropped, was confiderably in the belt
heart. This affertion feemed to militate what I had
fet down as certain, that every {pecies of bog or moor,
required feveral green crops, and a manure of gravel,
before let out into grafs, to give furface, and by in-
corporating the loamy gravel, with frequent tilling, to
deltroy the bog weed ; and 1 had always ftound, with-
out thefe precantions, that the {oil foon yielded its ori-
ginal coarfe vegetation; however, on examining this
{oil, I found it, even in its unreclaimed ftate, good, kind
ground, yielding very fine grafs, without any coarfe
weed, and all turf mould.  This accounted for it;
twas too light to produce the rampant weed, and of
courfe, that part was rather exhaufted, that had been
cropped ; and I believe, if the experiment was tried, to
take a crop from this moor without gravelling, that it
would entirely reduce it. The fall from thefe bogs
is very great, of courfe they can be eafily drained,
and what has been done is capitally finifhed. Mr.
Pigot has built a houfe on this demeine, the whole
improvements, have been lately engaged in, and
are laid out with tafte and judgment. Their corn
market is Mountrath, where there is a good demand
for grain.

In Eaft Maryborough, potatoes is moflt commonly the
leading crop; bere is the moft favourite grain, in
ftrong ground, and barley in lighter foil; about
one fixth of this barony under tillage, of which bere
and barley occupies one half, oats three fourths of
the remaining half, and wheat lefs than one fourth;
‘this grain feldom exceeds five barrels to the acre,

bere generally ten to twelve, oats fourteen to {ixteen,
barley fourteen. Tithe, in both diftriéts, valued every

_EEu, year,
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year ; a modus is eftablithed, of 4d. for every fheep, and
gs. per acre for potatoes, in Mountrath parith only;
and in Maryborough, there is an exilting rule, that pota-
toes never can ¢xceed 105, Here the two-horie plough
is moft gencrally ufed. Mr. Bourne, near Marybo-

rough, is a great improver of ground, has every ufe-
ful implement of hulbandry, and yokes oxen to his
plough, he manures principally with bog ftuff. Mr.
Colle@tor Moore, tranfplants rape, and fows tur-
nips and clover, for his fheep in winter. Sir John
Parnell, Bart. has long fince imported the Leicefterfhire
or long horned cattle, and has bred, at home, a very
fine ftock, which has confiderably ferved the country,
and are moft eagerly fought for by gentry at uncom-
mon prices. His ftock of breeding heifers, are doubt-
lefs, the finefl in this kingdom, and I believe, can hard-
ly be excelled. Sir John, occafionally, refides at his
feat at Rathleague, fituate about one and an half mile’s
from Maryborough. The timber is very fine here,
and the land greatly improved, but the manfion houfe
is very old and indifferent. A rich plantation of exo-
tics, cover the banks of an extenfive lake, well refort-
ed with wild fowl, and a Grecian temple, which is ex-
ecuted with tafte, commands all the variety of the de-
mefne., -

Mr. Halpen, Sir John's agent, has built a handfome
houfe and offices near the road, which are very orna-
mental ; contiguous to this, is the feat of Andrew
Caffan, Efg. which has a pretty effet; and at another
mile’s diftance, is Lamberton, the feat of Sir John
Tydd, Bart. The houfe has a commanding afpet,

and takes in all the profpeét of the Dyfart Hills and
the rock of Donamace; the entrance to the demeine
is elegant, and the offices are planned with fo much
convenience as I have not feen before; but the
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gardens and f{hrubbery are certainly in the very belt
ftyle of any in the country, and the hot houfes and
fruiteries in uncommon talte and elegance ; an exten-
five deer park has been capitally enclofed, and is well
ftocked. I think Lamberton is altogether the necateft
and beft laid down demefne in the county ; the ground
is very fertile, and from vaft heaps of lime {pread on
the {urface, and plonghed in, is made equal in quality
to any reclaiimed land I have feen. Sir John Tydd
has planted am excellent enclofure, and the trees are
got up and thriving vigoroufly, which appearance of
wood has a fine effeft; for this plantation he has
received the Dublin Society’s premium.

Manures.

The difference between the aftion of tillage on the
foil, and the effets of fire and manures is worth our
inquiring into. Tillage operates mechanically, by
breaking the foil ; fire alts by calcination, and manures
by fermentation, to this latter we may make another
diftinétion, that is, foiling or adding new to the old foil.
This mode, certainly, has ultimately the fame effect as
the preceding ones, but it is rather improperly coupled
with manuring, which it differs from, in as much it
doth not ferment, except previoufly mixed with a ma-
nure, as with lime, dung; &c.

The greateft difadvantage of dung on corn lands is,
that by its fermentation infefts and worms are produ-
ced, which deftroy the grain, for this reafon-it ought
more properly be attributed to grafly lands, or to the
cultivation of vegetable crops, which are evidently en-
creafed by it in a proportion exceeding any corncrop; for
this latter, Emu-ﬂnuﬁ gravel, or clay, previoufly mixed

e A - . with

.
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with fermenting dreflings will be the molt effectual;
how often has the farmer loft a crop of barley by the
fly or the red worm, from having manured his ground

with dung ?
Why is the ufe of dung exploded in the rearing of

flowers but becaufe it generates vermin, that deftroy
them ? Thofe compofts only are now ufed, which have
long ago rotted and fermented. If a little lime was
fprinkled on dung, the animalcula which it produces

would be foon deftroyed.

E‘EETJ- b P@qurr.

TuroucHOUT the barony, the pafture is very kind,
particularly for (heep, and every where the Leicefter-
(hire breed occupies the walks. Mr. Dexter’s belft
rams are hired here. Mr. Maher, fpoken of as a reli-
dent in the barony of Cullinagh, farms a large trat of
the richelt lands in the county, from Sir Allen Johnfon,
adjoining his demefne, which is all fheep-walk. He
hires out a great many rams, and has an excellent
breed. This gentleman {pares no coft or pains to at-
tain perfeftion in the purfuit, and is confidered an in-
comparable judge. An idea of his {pirit, though but
a farmer, may be formed, as he lately purchaled, in
England, tweaty ewes for 500 guineas, and gave four
hundred more for the fervice of a Leicelterfhire ram,
for the feafon. This ground, for his tavourite ftock,
has Idl:'r.':pn:h loam, very productive of grafs, a good.
part of which is annually overflowed by the river Nore,
through which it paffes. I faw a flock of his two
year old wct.hcra, ready for market in the month of

O&ober; after they had produced two fleeces, he refufed
H 2 fixty-four
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fixty-four Millings, round, for them. This afcertains

the faét of the pre-eminence of this breed, which

will fatten on lefs than one half the ground of
ihe old Irith, and this farm is ftocked with above

{i« fmeep to the acre. We are now fpeaking of the

improved breed of fheep, and as a corroborating
proof of their fuperiority, which indeed needs no great
arpument to confirm, 1 was credibly informed by Mr.
Defpard of Donore, a gentieman of the firlt refpecta-
bility and long refidence in the neighbourhood, that
about thirty or forty years ago, from thefe grounds
which the improved breed now occupy, he has fent a
flock of lambs to the fair of Athy, above twenty miles
diftance and fold them awell at the price of 18d. per
head ; and this day Sir Allen Johnfon refufed gor. per
head for the culls of 6o of his lambs; only let us examine
how fhort of this mode of farming any tillage muft fall ;
take an acre of ground, now feeding 6 lambs, at §or. per
Jamb, which has fupported the ewes of thefe lambs,
shat would now fell for 8os after having yielded their

fleeces - this leaves the produce of an acre above £.30,
and the only expenfe is the herd, who attends them.

Black cattle is almoft as rapidly gaining ground, as cvery
gentleman farmer, and fheep breeder, is getting exten-
fively into this line, and feveral good bulls are thro' the
county; theyonlyhoufemilch cattlein the winter; plough
cattle has always abundance of grafs. They find rye
grafs very profitable for early fpring food, and a great
quantity of itis fown in the improved fheep walks,
the hay is very luxuriant, and fo heavy, that it is tedious
in faving, and they all make tramp cocks in the fields ;
indecd they could not draw in their grafs cocks, the

nature of the grafs is too foggy, apt to heat, and
confequently muft get much of the weather. They

ave a good deal of bottom land very fit- for dairy,
P but
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but little occupied fo, except towards the mountains,
where an immenfe quantity of cheefe is made. Much
trefoil and clover has been fowed, and where the
ground has been well drained, it flourithes vigoroully.
In Maryborough, much of the wool of the county is
manufactured, as they carry on a confiderable trade in
broad ftuffs ; hides and tallow are alfo manufactured

here, and bought at fair prices.

| Eﬂrn.rﬁiﬂ Lucerne,

How little or at all are thefe revigorating graffes of
(ainfoin and lucern faved, in Ireland, while they are
fo eagerly purfued by the Englith farmers, not merely
for the value of the crop to be cut, and carried off the
ground, the benefits of which are numerous and very
important ; but particularly for meliorating and enrich-
ing the foil, which, for years after, fecls the fine ¢f-
fects of.

The amazing depth of root, and fearching quality
of fainfoin is exemplified, as it penetrates feveral feet
in the ground, and draws nutriment the whole way,
while the fmall proportion of the foil, which is en-
gaged, comparatively with its depth, juftifies the re-
mark, that as little of the furface is employed in fur-
thering its vegetation, as it fhoots in depth into the
ground ; it is averred, that it will penetrate from ten to
twenty feet below the furface, thus we may conclude,
that but one tenth, one fifteenth, or one twenticth of
the furface is occupied, and the remainder, of courfe,
is fallowing, whilft the crop is coming to perfection.

As lucerne and fainfoin root deep, they are {ervice-
able, and draw down a moifture and invigorating power
iato the foil 3 by reafon of the fuperficial growth of corn

and
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and fpreading of its roots, it fhuts up the {oil from
the power of the atmafphere, and confequently muft
be exhaunflting, from the fhallow and partial {tratum,

which is occupied in its vegetation.

SEcT 3. Farms.

AREe not generally fo fmall, in Weflt Maryborough,
as already defcribed, they run from two to four hun-
dred acres, and many fubftantial farmers are here ;
their farm haufes and offices are improving in neatnefs,
and always warm.

Leafes are let for thirty-one years or three lives, and
have no reftri€tive claufes. The feeding walks are of
large extent, and few tillage ficlds lefs than ten or fif-
teen acres. = Tenants pay all taxes and ceffes, but Sir
Allen Johnfon, and fome other humane mafters, pay

both thefe demands, for cottiers ; fences are very good,
of white thorn, and every where they fcour up the

diﬂ:h:u, which when mixed with lime, is compoft fit

for every purpofe. In ﬂra.mmg, they make cuts 12
m:hﬁt dctp and c:ﬂht wide, w]:m:h thl.-.j' leave open, the
fprmgn arc 'II’-FI!]I' ftrong mqimﬂ :md they find this mode
:l.nfw:ra tl:lhr purgoﬁ gt

Planting trees in fcreens and fpots, particularly
appropriated for them, is certainly preferable “to,
the crouding of ditches with timber. Shade and
fhelter fufficient tor every purpofe, will be acquired,

with white thorn, which, when attended to, has a
T ne rapid
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rapid growth, and makes a durable fence 5 young trees
planted on the tops of ditches become a temptation to
cattle, that break the fence, by nipping and deltroying
them 3 except you make & dowble ditch, and thus give
up a large portion of perbaps valuable land, it will be
found a very difficult matter to preferve trees for eighy
or ten years, during which time- they ought to be cer-
tainly fecured from cattle.  Screens ought to be placed
fo as to exclude the harfh winds, aad their openings
expoled to a foutherly afpeft, which will have another
advantage as young cattle will be materially the better
of fuch fhelter in a fevere fpring. e

| EE#F- 4# ""'MMM‘- FROT _L.h'.‘-.r

Tais country, for many miles round, is indeed the
moft rich and luxuriant landfcape that can be conceiv-
ed ; unqueftionably, for fuch an extent, no part of
Ireland is fo highly improved, and I doubt, can it be
equalled, certainly not furpaffed in England ; ’tis like
the continuation of one great demefne, though, in fact,

every demefne is extenfive, moft of which join, or at
fartheft are within a mile of each other, and this con-
tinuation holds for the circuit of, perhaps, twenry miles.
The numerous feats are adorned with the fineft full
grown timber, and the young plantations laid out with
the moft judicious talte, fenced and preferved with
all poffible care; the peafantry are moft comfortably
houfed, and incomparably well clothed, are alfo well
c¢ivilized, and iﬁ_n_lh& obedience to the laws; this is
eafily accounted for by the refidence of fo many gen<
try, who are fo careful, of the comforts and good
conduft ¢of their 5,

| Happy
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Happy indeed, and truly enviable would be the ftate
of Ireland, if the lords of her foil were to follow the

example of thefe true patriots, who, by their refidence
and care, have reclaimed their eftates to the highefl
improvement, and have changed the condition of their
tenantry from poverty and ignorance, to opulence and
civilization. They pay their cottiers well, though but
6d. and 8d. through the year, yet they have fuch
privileges and indulgence, that no where are they
better off ; their gardens are fertile and large enough
to pive them abundance of grain, as well as potatoes, and
when they are careful, they have fome to fpare, befides,
few are without one or two cows. Should we rate thefe
as farmers, no where are there more {fmall farms ; but
being tenants doring pleafure only, and cottiers at will,
they cannot fairly come under that defcription. The
country is confequently very populous ; yet from the
increafing encouragement to manufacturers, and hav-
ing fo much to do in their own gardens, they cannot
fupply a fufficiency of labour to their employers.
Ticthe is valued every year, and no gemeral eftablifhed
modus, but only with fome, who annually pay a cer-
tain regular charge, which never changes. Beer much
in eftimation, and of a very good quality, is brewed in
Mountrath ; fpirits quite in difufe ; roads and bridges
are in moft excellent repair and conftantly attended to.
They have marl and clay of good fubftance, and a high-
ly calcarcous quality. The Nore winds through very
fruitful banks in {o circuitous a courle, that it is [everal
times croffed on the Durrow road, in a very fhort dif-
tance ; this river is very rapid, and fubjet to heavy
floods, that do confiderable damage, but it has no na-
vigation or ecftablithed fithery. Mountrath is the
only town in the weltern diftriék, fituate forty-fix
miles 5. W. of Dublin, and five from Marybo-

rough; this is a poft, fair, and market town, and is
" =



OF THE QUEEN'S COUNTY. 10§

the eftate of the Earl of Mountrath, from wh'ch his
Lordfhip takes his title. Mr. Carr has lately ercfed
a very fine diftillery ; there is alfo another capital
diftillery here, two tan' yards, and rtwo breweries.
In this town has been lately efltablithed a cotton
{pinning fattory, Mr. Mungo Bewley, the proprietor,
who daily gives employment to above one hundred
and fifty hands ; the water wheel of this faltory is
breaft fhot, and very well fupplied ; about 21,000
I1bs. weight of cotton is fpun here every year; chil-
dren’s wages are, from two to four (hillings, weekly ;
old hands have from ten to fourteen. ' A combination
lately prevailed amongft them, that no one f{hould be
¢employed, but thofe who had ferved five years to the
bufinefs, although the trade is learned in a few weeks,
but this was effe€tually oppoled and broken up by the
proprietor. 'This manufaftory was formerly a furnace
for metal pots, &c. which for a length of time was
worked fpiritedly, till the woods, which were their fuel
were burnt out, and but lately changed to this ufeful
branch. In this town is now malted above 22,000
barrels annually, but from the enlargement and addi-
tional works, double that quantity can be made. A
difpenfary for the poor is fuported by public fubfcrip-
tion, and the indigent are fupplied with medicines and
advice gratis. An oil mill is alfo carried on with fpi-
rity the ¢country fhops are extremely well fupplied,
and the whole has the appearance of wealth, comfort,
and a grear difplay of loyalty. A fteeple is aboutto
be buile, by privatc fubfcription, to which Colonel
Coote, .of Foreflt Lodge, one of the county repre-
fentatives, has given one hundred pounds. From
Mountrath to Burris-in-Offory, is an excellent vico
of ground, and about midway ftands the old caftle

of Rufhall, as before fpoken of, in a moft fertile
; country
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country.  Cattle are fed in thefe parts, to any weight.
The intended cut of the canal to Mountrath is libe-
rally fubfcribed to, and expefted to be of the moll
eflential fervice to this town. Maryborough; which
is the fhire town, has alio a Pﬂﬂ, fair, and market
fituated in the caftern diltrict ; it was divided into feve-
ral eftates, gifts, and grants to Englifh foldiers, of theie
Sir John Parnell poflefles the moflt confiderable. ‘Lhe
apppearance of the town is infignificant and mean; tho’
the inhabitants are very wealthy, and carry on an exten-
five trade of broad. ftuffs, called durants; there is no
regular factory of any note, but almoft every houfe has
a loom, and fhares the trade more or lefs. 1 was thown
{fome of thefe goods of fuperior quality : the trade of
the Queen’s County, in this commodity, . centres in
Maryborongh and Mountmelick, and may amount
annually to £.100,000. The county infirmary is in this
town, and under particular repair by the good attention
of the Hon. W. W, Pole. In the neighbouringdai-

rics, above an hundred tons of cheele are made every
year, about three fourths of which is fold in Dublin

market, at an average of 64d. per Ib.. 'Tis made only
of runnet and new milk, coloured with orinetta. ‘The
cows are fed on a coarfe, rufhy, {pongy pafture, very
produétive of milk, they call this their worft ground,
and if of fuch great valuc in its unimproved ftate, how
well worth while would it be to reclaim it to beft ac-
count ! The fairs of Maryborough are but bad for cat-
tle, but the neighbouring fairs are well frequented. The
Ridge of Maryborough is a great curiofity, compofed
all of limeftone gravel, runs above eight miles uninter-
ruptedly, and above twenty with {mall chaims, towards
‘['allamore town, and beyond it; a fine well, which is
elteemed holy by the peafantry, ilfues from the ridge,

Illlhﬁ!ﬂgu:, and is greatly frequented by pilgrims.
F 1 The

'-
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The cobntry, on both fides this ridge, is in many places
moory 3 it appears to have been formed by the cbbing
and flowing of water, and in fome places divides the
upland from the moor. Itis at bafe above fixty or
one hundred feet wide, and flopes up gradually
to the fummit, where it meafures above 20 or 3o feet
in breadth, and is the leading county road ; this muft
formerly have been of great moment, in this high coun-
try, to the garrifon town of Maryborough, which yet
has the veftiges of its ftirong holds and towers ; one
round tower is ftill preferved, and part of a iquare
one, which was very ftrong ; here the governor refid-
ed, and had a grand court. The gardens are yet
taken care of. - This is ftill a place of emolument under

governed by a burgomafter and bailiffs, and hasa bar-
rack for two troops of horfe; and a new gaol; the
borough patronage was principally in the Parncll family.
All the country, around the town, is good for every
branch of farming, in which the occupiers are more
or lefs concerned, fo that if one crop mifles, they are
recompenfed by the fuccefs of another. '

The Rock of Donamafe, or Dun-na-maaes; which
fignifies, in the Irith language, the fort of the plain, is
certainly a place of great curiofity, which nature and
art had combined to render of the molt formi-
dable ftrength, before the wufe of artillery had been
known. Itis one of thofe hills, which fo peculiarly
ftand feparate from the neighbouring chain, and being
extremely fteep was naturally inacceflible on all fides
but the fouth-weft, where was the entrance, 'The
plain alluded to in the original tongue, is the great
héath or height of Maryborough, which lies to the
north-eaft of the Dun®, being a flat of confiderable

gl . , extent
~ ® The word Dun always fignifies a fortrefs in the Erfe
language.
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extent, and was the commonage, that belonged to the

fort, after it became a manor.
This infolated rock formerly was the refidence of

the Princes of the country, who had & dwelling on its
fammit, and we find, that on the firft arrival of the
Englith in the reign of Henry IL. anno, 1167, it was
the principal refidence of IDermod Mac Murrogh,
King of Leinfter, at whofe folicitation it was, that the
Englith came as fettlers into Ireland: for, Dermod
having committed a rape upon Dervoregill wife of
Tigernac O'Roirk, king of Brefinia, in Ulfter, was
attacked by him with his forces and fome powerful
combined armies, in revenge for the infult offered to
his wife, and after a pitched battle, Dermod was com-
pletely routed and drove out of his dominions. Thus
an exile, he wandered through the country with
about fixty followers, till they found an opportunity
to pafs over to England, and landing at Briflol, were
hofpitably received by Robert Fitzharding, a noble-
man of Briftol, and of the blood royal of the Danes.
He from thence went to Aquitain, where King Henry
was, and with all fubmiffion offered himielf and
his territories, as fubjet to the Crown of England, if
by his affiftance they could be recovered. Henry's
ambition being roufed, he readily confented to the pro-
pofal, and gave Dermod Letters Patent to raife a force
amongft his fubjeéts for the expedition, who effectual-
Iy exerted himfelf for that purpofe, and having gotten
many promifes of fuccour, repaired privately to Ire-
land, where he remained unknown to his enemies,
and encreafed his ftrength there, by the affiftance
of his friends, who with great energy efpoufed his
intereft. In performance of their promife, the Englith
landed the enfuing {pring, and having joined the forces
of Dermod, they were vi€torious in many battles, that
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were fought, and regained for him his poffeffions.
Thefe events occupied feven vyears, in which feveral
expeditions failed from England to reinforce Dermod.
Strongbow, Farl of Pembroke, as others fay Earl

of Strigul, who was a fkilful warrior, had accompa-
nied one of thefe expeditions, and as by his valour
and judgment Dermod had {o happily lucceeded, he in
gﬁtitude for his fervices, as well as with a political
view to be connefted with a Lord of foch powerful
intereft in England, (judging, as the Englifh had now
poffeffion of fo many ftrong holds, and had fo good a
footing in the country, that they would not eafily relin-
quifh them,) gave him his only daughter Eva, in mar-
riage, and at his death bequeathed to him his whole
territories, which comprifed the province of Leinfter ;
and thefe were afterwards confirmed by King Henry.
This Earl died without male iffue, and his great pollefii-
ons defcended to his only daughter Iffabel, who efpounfed

William Marfhall, who thus became Earl of Pembroke.

. Their iffue were 5 fons and as many daughtets, and thofe
five fons feverally enjoyed the province, and dying
without iffue, it was divided as dowry's for the five
fifters, who now became co-heireffes. William de
Bruce, Lord of Brecknock, efponfed one of thofe
ladies, and this territory falling to her dowry was
thence transferred to her hufband. The weltern
bounds of the Englith pale being contignous, it was
judged advifeable to build a caftle on this advantageous
polition, which was accordingly done, and its date is
agreed to have becn about the fame time as the build-
ing of the caftle of Ley*, which was about twenty
ysars after the commencement of the thirteenth century.

Thefe

t See page 63.
® Ledwich’s Antiquities' of Ireland.
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Thefe two caltles are but eight miles afunder, and the
fuppofition of their eretion at the fame tme is well
{fupported, by the {trong refemblance they bear to each
other in their ftyle of building, and their various in-
rernal firacture and difpofition of apartments, It
cext defcended to Lord Mortimer, who elpoufed the
daughter of William De Bruce, and he entrufted it
together with his lands in Leix to the confidential
care of Laifagh, one of his vaffals, going himfelf o
England, to fupport the interelt of his fovereign, who
was then threatened with a rebellion at home. Soon
after the Earl's departure, Laifagh, taking advantage of
his abfence and of the truft. repofed in him, having
raifed a powerful clan, ufurped the furname of
O'More, a family that had fome pretenfions to thefe
eftates, and declaring that he was the lawful heir to
that family, feized on the whole country, and in one
evening made himfelf mafter of eight caftlest, amongft
which was this famous fort; having furprifed the
Englifh garrifon in it, he difmantled and deftroyed ir,
as then being the principal houfe of Lord Mortimer
-1 Leix. Some authors have faid, thac this caftle was
built by Laifagh himfelf; but it was by reafon of its
having come into his poffeffion fo foon ‘after it was
erefted, that caufed the fuppofition ; for it did not re-
main long enocugh with him to warrant the aflertion,
nor was his charaéter that of an improver but a def-
poiler.

The recovery of {o important a place was anxioufly
fought for by the Englith, and in lefs than three years
after, it again came into their poffeffion by the fortune
of war. Their intereft being yet weak in the country,
they were not long able to withftand the numerous

armies

$ See page 64 as before related.
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irl_ll.'l.ﬂs of the O’Mores, who retook itin 1 344, but
only held it for two years after, for it being re-
poffeflfed by Lord Mortimer together with his eftates
in Leix, he determined to fecure it, if poflible, from
future attacks, and then added fuch numerous works,
as made it a place of impregnable ftrength.

'Thus it lay for feveral centuries in the hands of the
Englith, and we are told that, in that interval, the
Vallancey’s® were the Ullaghs or Lords of this territorys;
thefe were the anceftors of our prefent General, to
whom this ifland . is fo indebted for his indefatigable
exertions, and abilitics, which have acquired him im-
mortal honour, in recovering the knowledge of her
ancient hiftory, her language, arts and {ciences, which
another century might have funk into eternal oblivion,
and are now incontrovertibly proved by this ingenious
antiquarian to have flourifthed in an eminent degree, at
a period when all the neighbouring nations had not.
emerged from a {tate of barbarity.

This territory of Leix and its cafllles, had thus been
in the. poileflion of many mafters, who reflided at
Dunamafe, until in the reign of James . it was again-
repaired. In the rebellion of 1641, it was fecured
by the infurgents, as being a principal flrong hold,
from which they were difpofleflfed by a {fmall body of
Englith troops, who feized the fort and defended it

with great bravery, though they were in diftrefs for
provifions, till Sir Charles Coote relieved them after a

viftory he had gained over the rebels.

This was one of the forts, which afterwards capitu-
lated to General Prefton, but was retaken by the royal
forces, and held by them till 1646, whena Owen Roe
{’Neil, an Irith chief, took it by affaclt, together with
the fort of Maryborough, and five others of lefler
’ note,

* Goff’s Antiquities,
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note. In two years after, O'Neil made fome over-
tures of refignation, which were not accepted, and
the next year he was driven out of the country by
Lord Caftlehaven. In July, 1650, foon after the ex-
pulfion of O'Neil, Dunamafe, Maryborough, and all
the dependant garrifons were furrendered to the forces
of Colonels Hewfon and Reynolds, who were Crom-
well’s officers, and by them this important tortrefs,
and fome of the lelfer ones were difmantled and blown
up.

I thould have noted, that at the time, it came into
the polffefiion of Lord Mortimer, he found it neceflary,
agrecable to_the Englith policy: of the day, to cfta-
hlith a tenantry of foldiers around him for his protec-
tion, and confequently built the caftles of Shean, Moret,
and Ballymanus, with five others, which were al-
ways garrifoned to be ready to repel an infurreftion,
and were circumjacent to, and dependent on Duna-
mafe, it being the refidence of the lord, who made
this the feat of civil as well as military juri{diftion,
difcharging official duties in perfon, and occafionally
was reprefented by a Senefchal ;* thus it became a
complete manor. The caftle being conftantly guarded
by a numerous garrifon, had all the internal appear-
ance of power and pomp, and nothing was wanting
in outward fhew to complete its pre-eminence. Such
was its confequence and fituation after it had been re-
covered from the O'Mores, and fo it remained for many
years, the principal fupport and dependance of the

Englith interelt.
I fhall now proceed to the defcription of this ancient

fortrefs, in which 1 fhall take leave to copy the very
elegant and accurate report of it, as made by Doctor

Ledwich in the fecond volume of the Colletanea, to
which and his authorities I owe much of the pre-
ceding information.

¢« The

* Sir John Tavis's Hillorical Tradls.
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¢« The entrance is S. W. and faces the road to
Stradbally ; bere was the barbican, which ferved for a
watch-tower, and was joined to the ditch by « draw-
bridge. On each fide of the barbican were ditches,as the
Wil was acceffible, and the ourward *ballium was
fAanked with two towers or baftions ; the firlt gate-way
e faven feet wide, and the walls are fix feet thick ; it
has a tmachicolation over it, for pouring down melted
lead or fcalding water; the wall of this ballium is a
parapet, crenellated, and to the N. E. is twenty feet
high, with long chinks and oillet holes. The diftance

between tower and tower is 174 feet.
¢ Between the ontward and inward balliais a length

of one hundred feet ; the gate of the latter is placed in
a tower, and over it was ‘a guard room ; in the thick-
nefs of the walls are fide paffages admirtting but one
perfon at a time, and he by no means corpulent. From
this fecond tower bepins the parapet wall, that fur-
rounds the fummit of the hill ; its circamference 1s
1086 feet; the area is not perfeétly circular, though
nearly fo, as far as the projections and inequalities of the
rock will admit 3 fo that its diameter at top is 362 feet.
The hill is naturally an eliptical conoid; in {ome
parts from its bafe to its vertex it mealures two hundred
feet. '

« The inner wall at proper diftances had towers;
the foundations ftill appear: on the {ummit of the
hill ftood the keep or donjon ; fome, and not improbably,

have fuppofed this to be the chapel ; it is ecaft and
VOL. 1. I welt,

+ Machicolations are {mall projetiops, fupported by
brackets, having open intervals at bottom, OF & kind of grates

for the ules mentioned.
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welt, and the ecaftern window intire. It was this
appropriation to a religious ufe, that perhaps ftopped
the fury of the fanatic deftroyers of this building, and
left it untouched. Contiguous to this was a dwelling
houfe, feventy-two feet long and rwenty-one wide;
on this were plat-forms and embattled parapets, from
whence the garrifon might fee and command the extet
rior works. ‘The houfe was divided into apartments,
and vaults ran under the whole.

“ To the N. W. was a well* of excellent water,

and on the weft was what tradition calls a prifon,
but it feems to have been a poftern.

¢ The naked rock appears on the N. E. fide, and

the approach to the other parts was difficult and dan-
gerous. When whole and complete, it was a beautiful

model of military architefture, and even at this day
prefents the curious vilitant with noble ruins of its
former grandeur.

“ Small filver coins, belonging to the :1r'ﬁ}r Irifh
Princes have been found at Dunamafe ; there is one in
the collection of the Rev. Mervyn Archdall, Reftor
of Attier, Attanagh, in the diocefe of Offory, that is a
great curiofity 5 it is the fize of a filver four-pence but
thinner ; on the face is this epigraphe, ¢ Re Morrah,
“ King O'Mora, or O'More,” and on the reverfe is,
¢« Na Duncgh, or rather Dunadh of the Fort;” ex-
prefling the place of coinage and the refidence of the
chief. The letters are the ancient Ogham Croabh

charafters, and the fame with thofe, that appear on the
cains of O"Toole, found at Glendaloch, in the county

of Wicklow. 'This coin was ftruck in the eleventh
century 3 for fublequent to the Norman invafion, the

native

" I'his well was fince fhut up to prevent cattle falling in,
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aative Irifh princes coined no money, though before
that period the praftice was common.”

The great Height or Heath, formerly was called
Magh-Riada, or the tribe of the plain, or {avannah, or
rather the inhabited plain, from Magh, a plain or open in
a wood, and Riada a tribe, or vaffals of a King or Chict.
This was the original demefne of the O’Mores, Chiefs
of Laoighois or leix, on which was fought a memo-
rable battle between the people of Munfter and thofe
of Leinfter, under the command of Laocighois Cean
Mordha, about the middle of the thirteenth century ; the
bones of the [lain being found on the borders of the
heath. This faid Laoighois headed another army of
Leinfter againft the people of Munfter, and having
defeated them, drove them from Mailtean to Athro-
dain, now Athy, in the county of Kildare, and purfued
them into Leix, where the battle was renewed on the
the plains of Magh-Riada, the fame Heath, where
Laoighois obtained a fecond viftory in his own de-
mefne, and drove the fugitives into their native coun-
try.

By this account from Keatinge, Laoighois muft have
been the fame Laifagh, that ufurped the furname of

O’More, as juft before related, (or his immediate fuc-
~¢effor,) who foon after his ufurpation of Dunamafe and
the lands of Leix, had the quarrel with the King of
Munfter, which terminated as in the battle laft del-
‘cribéd. Tt may be acceptable to trace the ancient bor-
ders of the eftate of Leix.* It was bounded on the
north and eaft by the river Barrow, on the welt by
Sliabh-Bladhma, or Sleive Bloom mountains, and on
the fouth by the river Nore and Sliabh-Marragagh or

1 2 Slewmargy

# Sce the Colleftanea and its authoritizs.
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" Slewmargy mountains, where the collieries now are.
The hereditary chiefs were called Hy Mordha, or

O’More, and fometimes Modl Mordha., They were
alfo ftyled the honourable O’Mores. They were the chief

tribe of all thelLilys,and defcended from the Laighefachs,
ancient chieftains of Hy Leagh, which was a denomina-

tion of territory, comprehending the country of Leix, the
King's county, part of the county of Kildare, and of
Dublin, and feveral other ancient fepts, and the prin-
cipal refidence ot the Prince of this great diftrift was
always at Dunamafe. From Laighfeach, is Leinfter de-
rived, and as I have fhewn Laifagh, the vaflal of Lord
Mortimer, founding his pretenfions on the fimilarity of
his name to that of the ancient poffeflors, alfo al-
fumed their furname and ufurped their old eftate.

Thus it appears, that this fort thared in the various
revolutions ot the times, and was in the hands of many
mafters, until its proprictors in the commencement of
the laft century buot one, being in rebellion, their
lands were forfeited and diftributed amongft Englith
adventurers.

But'a few words more yet remain to be faid of its
prefent ftate.

On every fide of the rock is a great range uf prok
pect, thro' the viftas of adjoining hills, which are fitaate
in its environs, and moftly all outflank it. Theie hills
are not undulating, but all ftand alone, and at a {mall
diltance afunder, very high and fteep. - The garden that
was on the fummit of the rock, for the garrifon’s ufe, is
now agreen. Sir J.Parnell, whowifhes topreferve theve-

nerable appearance of this celebrated place, is rebuilding
the caftle on its ancient fite, in the fame ftyle of gothic ar-

chite€ture. The apartments within are laid out with
rﬂﬂu and comprize a complete banquetting room, ball-
room, drefling-room, kitchen, and cellars: the well

will
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will again be opened. The land, on which ftands the
rock, is the property of Sir John Parnell, who has
above two hundred acres here inclofed. Some fine
timber is on this demefne, and the plantation, for which
Sir ]-:lhli received the Dublin Society’s premium, is
admirably enclofed with high ftone ditches, breafted
with a double row of quicks, and the trees thriving in
proper heart. Dyfart church, not far diftant, ftands
on the fummit of one of the lofty hills of the fame
name, with a Iquare tower or fteeple, which has a
very piturefque appearance. The great heath, which
is interfected by the high road from Dublin to Lime-
rick, had formerly a race-courfe, eftablifhed by the
late General Wallh of Ballikilcavan, and annual prizes
were given by him, for county bred horfes, which
were largely ﬁ:hﬁ:nh:d to, by the neighbouring gentry,

and certainly induced many farmers to breed good
cattle ; but this purfuit is now totally neglefted. |

Ballyfin, the feat of the Hon. W. W. Tole, which
is in this barony, is fituate on the fide of the mountain,
between Cappard and the gap of Glandine, from
which latter place it is about five miles diftant. This
magnificent demelne contains above 1200 acres, all
walled in ; there are two capital approaches from the
Mountmelick and Maryborough roads, and a back ap-

; proach from Mountrath. That from Maryborough is,

perhaps, laid out with as much elegant tafte and happy
defign as can be feen; ’tis certainly in the grandeft
ftyle poffible. The approach from Mountmelick is alfo
very fine, but not fo modern; the former being but
lately finifhed, after Mr. Pole’s own defign. The full
grown timber, and the view of an extenfive lake, have a

fine effect. is lake, which is above thirty acres in

area, and appears to cover a much greatef extent, is fur-
' rounded
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.ruund-:d with the grandeft fcreen of evergreens and

forelt trees ;- the plantations overtop each other, as the
inequality of the ground favours the fcene. Beyond

the weltern fide of the lake is a great bog, which the
{creen completely fhuts out; for, the rifing ground, on

which this plantation f{tands, is very high above the
bog, and the clear horizon, as feen through the open- '
ings between the trees, appears to be another vaft lake,
the effeéts of which a vifta would here, entirely de-
{troy. . The deer-park is, perhaps, the moft extenfive
* in the kingdom, and the deer as wild as nature : there
cannot be higher flavoured venifon than fed on this
park, as there is every advantage of feil, heath,
furze, fern, nice vegetation, fhade, and fhelter. A
mountain rivulet rons through a glen within the walls,
which fometimes fwells to a rapid ftream; its banks
appear to have been planted thickly, “as fome ﬁlll
grown timber yet remain, and through the park is
confiderable quantity of afh and afpin, Very cﬂpunl
drives are made through the inclofures.

The gud:ns are in the antique {tyle, and extenfive ;
but, from the rli:gaht talle Mr. and Mrs. Pole have
already difplayed in the late improvements, which have
been moft capitally executed by Mr. Wehb, fo well
known, and his abilities fo juftly efteemed in this
county, we may expeét, in a little time, to {ce Ballyfin
unrivalled in improvements, as it is fo in natural pofi-
tion, and pofiefles as much capability as can be wifhed
for. The houle is compoled of three fides of a fquare,
and another extenfive range goes off to the fouth-
ward ; this is hid by a plantation, and in this range are
the kitchens, and fervants” apartments, &c. The
rooms on the ground floor are very handlome, and
clegantly planaed. One of thofe fides of the fguare
iu:lld,]l and will be converted into a green-houle, for

which
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which it is admirably fituate. The Dyfart hills are feen
from Ballyfin houfe in the beft point of view, and ap-
pear confiderably loftier and more majeftic, than I re-
member to have feen them before. The foil of Ballyfin
is very (hallow, and of two kinds; a brown loam, ra-
ther ftiff, and only qualified by immenfe quantities nf
lime, hot from the kiln, and the other of a whil:;t','.
ftubborn clay, of no calcareous quality, alfo reclaimable
by lime. They are both gritty, and no limeltone is to
be found here, which makes this manure come very
high, as the limeltone quarry is above a mile from the
demefne, and the draft all the way up hill. If limeftone
loamy gravel was ploughed into the furface, it would
tell extremely well. The plantatiops are very exten-
five, and annually :m:rﬂ.i'in,g, and, in lhmu little time,,
will add greatly to the n.lrmd]r woody appearance uf
the country, which is well planted, eait of Ballyfin, hut
{carce atree is to be feen from hence to Moyne; again, to-

wards Mountmelick, the profpett is relieved by Cappard
plantations, about 3 miles diftance, which will be par-
ticularly fpoken of. Without the northern fide of the
deer-park wall, is a deep glen, moft hﬁnuufuﬂj' fitnate

for planting. A neat chapel is within the demefne,
built and endowed by the late M. Pole, and 100l a

year falary is fettled on the officiating parfon. A fchool
was alfo eftablifhed by the {fame gentleman, and the
chapel clerk is the mafter, for which he is paid 10/
annually : children are educated gratis, and well taken
carc of. The farm is watered by mmml:un {ireams

=m:'l :nndmt: one of thefe {upplies the houfe, and is
d:ﬁ:harg:d into cilterns in the {table yard, and Emr.i:n.l,
&c. Nothing can be better executed than this, and
the advantage from it is confiderable, as its couric can
be direfted at pleafure. Oats is the favourite crop of
thd'n grounds ; they would give bere after lime, but
are
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are unfit for wheat or barley. Potatoes are drilled,
and a great guantity planted, and fome Englith wheel
ploughs are ufed : excepting thefe, and a metal roller,
I have feen no other improved implements of huf-
bandry. Here is the only place in the county, where
the breed of pigs was attempted to have been im-
proved : Mr. Pole imported a male and female, of the
beft Englith kind, which are very capital indeed, and
bid fair to be of the greateft fervice in this country ;
they, like all of the improved breed, are fed and fattened
on much lefs food than otir Irifth breed, and the female
is very prolific, having twelve to fixteen at a litter. A
great traét of thefe lands is highly improved by
draining, and the very quagmires are now become
good meadow The view from the windows of
Ballyfin houfe, is of the grandeft fcenery, that can be
conceived in an inland country ; comprizing the exten-
five and highly ornamental plantations, the lawn, the
lake, the lofty mountains of Slieve Bloom, and the
Dyfart hills, with almoft the whole range of the
county, and certainly is fuperior to any thing elfe
within its bounds

In this barony are feveral Danifh forts, but none re-
markable. Paper money only in circulation, and con-
{its of Dublin bank-notes, but very little fpecie {een.
It is to be remarked, few cottiers have lefs than an acre
and a half of garden, which gives them the advantage of
a {pot for grain, the {traw of which is made manure of,
and this accounts for the great quantities of potatoes
thofe gardens produce. They are fond of trenching in
wheat in rheir {mall gardens, as late as February, and

they fay they find their crop full as good as that fowed
before Chriftmas. © On Sir Allen Johnfon’s eftate ftands

the ruins of Kilieney caftle; the walls are injodicioufly
built, of very bad ftone, tho® an excellent quarry is very
’ - contiguous.
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contiguous. The village of Rolkelton is very mean,
having nothing to recommend it. Poor Man’s Bridge,
over the Nore, was lately widened, and now very lafe ;
I cannot learn the tradition why it was fo called. In
this barony is a great deal of bog, and fuel is very
good and cheap. On Ballyfin lands are three nurferies
for fale, but the ftock not very confiderable ; there is
another near Clonina church At Dun, near Rofkel-
ton, are Rothy mills, Mr. Ince, proprietor, and near
Mountrath is another, in the polleflion of Mr. Dodd,
but there are neither wind-mills, grift-mills, nor good
mill fcites in the barony,

CHAPTER
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CHAPTER X.

BARONY OF BALLYADAMS.

SECTION 1.

Agriculture.

THIS barony is but {fmall, not containing one-half the
number of acres of the preceding one, and is by no
means {o important, either in fertility of foil, wealth of
farmers, improved feats, or number of refident gentry ;
Judge Kelly, of Kellyville, and Stewart Weldon, Elq.
of Kilmerony, being the only proprietors who refide.

They till with four, and, fometimes, fix oxen or
horfes ; generally break ground with potatoes, which
fets for 6 guineas per acre. Wheat {ucceeds this crop,
fowed immediately after digging out potatoes, or, it
the ground is nice, they make winter fallow, and fow
barley; ocats is the next crop, and then, fummer’s
fallow for wheat. This fucceflion is kept up, always
manuring for potatoes, and liming the fallows, which
anfwers extremely well, and oftentimes they fow clover

= after




OF THE QUEEN’S COUNTY. 123

after barley, which is twice mowed in the year ; wheat,
commonly trenched in, follows this ¢rop, and oats
again as before. They yoke all from the fhoulder,
with collars and hames. In other parts of the barony
the courfe of crops vary: fallow, wheat, oats, or bar-
ley, grafs feeds; where manure is laid for potatoes,
two crops of them and two crops of corn often fol-
low ; then laid down, and foon treated again with the
like courfe of tillage. The fhort fac yet ufed, as the foil,
is generally fpeaking, very fhallow ; no improved im-
plements of hufbandry introdaced as yet, though fome
experiments have been fuccefsfully tried, in cultivating
potatoes, after the mode, recommended by the Dublin
Society, by fcooping, and equally fo by fowing with
fhoots, and a great propertion through the barony are
now drilled. Athy, which is fituate in the county of
Kildare, -is the chief market town, where all the grain
is fold by fample; prices feldom rate under Dublin
market. The millers, for feveral miles round, frequent
it, as being the great corn market for this, and
the county, in which it is firnated. 1his town, and
Stradbally, are alfo the chief fairs of the country
around. The foil of this barony is generally light,
but, when properly cultivated, yields kind crops; it
abounds with lime-flone, which is the manure generally
ufed. No green crops, though, of all other ground, it
is beft calculated for them, and would be moft profit-
able to the farmer. The depredations on turnips have

~ quite difcouraged their culture, and rape, in very fmall

parcels, has been tranfplanted, but now negleted ;

they fowed it thickly, pulled the fuperabundant ftalks
for fheep, and afterwards reaped the feed. Wheat per
acre produces five to fix barrels, barley twelve, oats

ten, potatoes fixty or feventy. Average price of land,
from fourteen to thu't}- (hillings.

Weeds,
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W eeds.

By the mere aftion of the plough in the ground,
we furnifh no recruiting or revigorating matter ; it
only opens the pores, and renders the ground friable,
admitting the air, rain, dews, &c. and giving a paflage
to the roots of the plants. - When fields are over-run
with weeds, as is too much the cafe here, it is as ne-
ceffary to turn the foil, and expofe the roots to the
winter’s froft, which nips them, as it is to the fummer’s
blaft and heat, which burns them.

SecT. 2. Paflure.

Is light; rather fit for ftore than far cattle. The
{mall proportion, that are fattened are fold in the neigh-
bouring markets, but none fent for flaughter from the
vicinity. Breed of fheep and black cattle little im-

proved ; the lealt fo I have feen through the county;
latter not at all. Several horfes are bred in the barony

for home ufe, but none for fale; they are all of the
common draft kind. Every fpecies of cattle capable
of great improvement, which is obvioufly deficient in-
deed. No townin the barony. None but milch cows
houfed in winter. Nartural grafs is light and {piry;
no artificial gralles, but clover, yet introduced. Hay,
ealily faved. Meadows are light, and rate from 3/. to 6L

per acre. Very little dairy, the largeft not exceeding
twenty cows. Lowards the hills the ground is excel-

lent. Lime-ftone near Stradbally barony ; the remain-
der yields a fpiry grafs, other foils are light, and cold.
Hides, tallow, and wool are bought in Athy and Car-

low towns, and mapufactured there.
' Hogs.
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Hogs.

A number of hogs are bred in this barony s the
poor farmer depends much on them for his rent. It

may not be amifs to give fome general rules for their
feeding and keeping.

Difgufting as is the appearance of this animal, yetin
warmth and cleanlinefs will it be found to thrive beil.
So {enfible are the Munfter farmers of this maxim
that they walh them regularly, and are very careful in
providing them clean f{traw to lic on. In their {tore
feeding, every thing, which becomes offal in the farm
houfe, will very well anfwer for them ; for the laft
fix months, they might be fed on raw potatoes,
and the land folded with them, which, I am told, has
been of aftonithing fervice to the foil. In the lait four
weeks of fattening, if a little corn was added, their
flelh would acquire-a delicate flavour. In Munfter
they are often fed to an amazing fize ; but there, they
get large portions of fine and coarfe bran, and all their
food is previoully boiled, or given warm. When con-
fined to fives, this may be neceflary, but I fhould
think folding hogs on pafture would tell better.

- SECT. 3.  Farms.

ARk of fmall fize, from three acres to a very ex-
tenfive range, even to four and eight hondred acres.
Farm houfes and offices rather indifferent, though, I
am told, inproving of late, yet they are confiderably
the worll in the county; all repaired by tenants,
Leafes in general are for three lives, but no particular
clanfes. All taxes are paid by temants: county cefs

feldom
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feldom exceeds fixpence per acre: fix horfes may be
proportioned to forty acres, three-fourths of which is

tillage. This may alfo be the proportion of the barony ;
fields of various fizes, from five to twenty-five acres ;
but a few ditches are well quicked, the reft have very
indifferent fences. Draining hitherto little atrended to n
any fhape. Manures, bog-ftuff and clay, a little dung,
with headlands, and lime mixed, which aniwers every

purpofe of tillage or pafture.

Scarifying of Lapd.

This foil, being very fandy and light, is much
inclined to mofs, when let out for any term : it thus
becomes hide-bound, and, as great virtues have follow-
ed the fcarifying of mofly ground, with an in{trument
called the {carificator, or plough with feveral coulters,
I think it may not be inapplicable to relate them.
Where ground has been fcarified, trefoil and white
clover have naturally followed, in a lime-ftone foil,
which fhews they were before choaked, or kept down
by the mofs. When you fearify, add a top drefling,
and the mofs will gradually difappear. The {weetnels
the herbage acquired, is known by the cattle always
inclining to that part. A very heavy harrow, with
long fharp pins, and a weight on it, drawn by two
ftrong horfes or oxen, would be of fome benefit, and
might be ufed, where the farmer could not fpare the

coft of a fcarifying plough.

SECT.
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SecT. 4. General Subsedls.

CounTrY very populons and poor; Ballylinam,
fituate midway between Athy and Dunaan colliery, is

the only village in the barony, the property of Stewart
Weldon, Efg. The only good dwelling-houfe in the
town, is inhabited by Mr. Grace, who had a cotton
tattory, where thicklets were manufaétured, abourt four
ﬁ years ago, but it is now difcontinued  Price of labour,

6d. in winter, and 84. in fummer, for cottiers ; daily la-
bourers, 184. and 2s. in fummer, 10d. in winter. Provi-
fion generally cheap; potatoes, on an average, 3d. per
ftone, oatmeal 10s. 64. per cwt. Cottier pays from
four to five guineas annually for his cabin, acre of
garden, and grafs of one cow. Roads in tolerable

good repair, and but one confiderable bridge in the
barony, called Mageny; it croffes the river Barrow,

which fkirts the county.

The foil on the banks, generally light loam, but
very good for meadow. From near Athy to
Mageny bridge, the Barrow divides the barony from
the county of Kildare; it is now navigable from that
town to Carlow, for a packet-boat, which daily carries
pallengers to and from the Grand canal ; the Compa-
ny's boats ply there, and for five miles of that line it is
navigable for boats carrying from twelve to four-
teen tons. ‘The trackway and fome locks are finifthed,
and when completed according to the prefent plan,
will afford a good navigation for boats of double that
burthen. The fithery of no claimed property, and
very inconfiderable.

‘No Ichool, or charitable inftitution, except that at

Ballintubber, founded by the late Bowen Southwell,
Efg. who bequeathed 20/, annually for its fi pport.

Very
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Very little manufafture ; none at all now for fale.
There was a confiderable cotton mill on the Bar-
row, near Kilmerony, but it has declined within
thefe five years, and is not now worked. From
the eafy communication with Dublin by the Grand
canal, and with Waterford by the Barrow, the cheap-
nefs of fuel, and the vicinity of Athy market, it {feems
very well adapted for an extenfive trade Very little
planting within thefe twenty years, eXcept by Judge

Kelly and Colonel Weldon, who have made confider-
\ble ornamental plantations on their demcines, and
built elegant manfions, which they continue tu iMprove,
The foil of Kilmerony is rather difconraging to vege-
tation, being a light rabbit-fand ; but Kellyville is
much richer land. The Dublin Society's premiums
have not been received in this barony ; nor is there
any nurfery for fale.

The houfe at Gracefield, and its improvements, Very
old fathioned, though the ground the beft in the ba-
rony, and here is a {mall wood, and another at Rahin,
the timber young and very dear. The proportionate
quantity of bog is fmall, and generally they make hand-
eurf, and have very little walte ground as the hills are
pafturable. A good deal of coal from Doonaan is
confumed here, and in the upper part of the baro-
ny, neareft to Carlow they afe turf fuel, but the bog in
the whole of it does not exceed three hundred acres.
Fences not favourable to thorn, People are generally
. luftrious, thongh poor. The ufe of the Englifh
language univerfal ; 10 much encreafed within twenty
gears, that the common cony erfation of labourers is in
that tongue. The riins of an old caftle is {een at Ballyad-
ams, from whence the barony takes its name 3 of ano-
ther at Grange ; and at Ballylinam are the ruins of an

old church, near which feveral ancient coins have becn
dug
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dug up. Cobler's Callle is on the bounds of this and
Stradbally barony, fituate on the fummit of a lofty
hill, and only built to give employment to the neighbour-
ing poor in a feafon of fcarcity ; there are 3 grift-mills
in the barony, but indifferently fupplied with water, and
but the fhells of {everal windmills remain. On Mr.
Kavanagh’s eftate is an iron mine, which long fince has
not been worked. Mr. Kavanagh's plantations, and
Colonel Weldon's, cover about forty acres. The parifh
church of Ballyadams is in Ballintubber ; it is very
neat, and adds highly to the engaging appearance of
the village.
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CHAPTER XI.

v+ + ‘BARONY OF PORTNEHINCH.

SECTION 1I.

Agriculture.

THIS barony is ftill of lefs fertile foil than any of
the preceding, and contains near 18,000 acres.

The foil is fo light and fhallow, a plough of two
horfes of even inconfiderable powers will turn the fod,
and little further is required. Their crops and tillage
fields are but fmall 3 firlt grafs-potatoes, next oats, or
barley, then fallow for wheat. All their manure goes

to potatoes and meadow ; produce of an acre of pota-
toes 5o barrels; the wheat acre produces four to five

barrels ; oats and barley eight to ten: Potatoe ground
from f.4 to [.7 per acre; meadow from three
to five pounds. Portarlington is their market for
grain, and indifferently fupplied, but Monafterevan in
the adjoining county of Kildare is better, no green
food cultivated in the barony, but at Lord Portarling-
ton’s demefne, of Dawfon’s Court, about three miles

from the town.
Greern
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Green Cropr.

In this light foil, if the headlands be ever fo {mall,

endeavour to cover the arable with a f{prinkling of
<lay, which will aflift-in bringing the ground prepara-
tory to a right courfe of crops, commencing with a ve-
getable crop. It will thus bring tarnips, which may
be fucceeded by barley, nexe clover, and fourth wheat;
but the ground ought to be well ploughed; previous to
the fowing of turnips, and finely harrowed ; how ca-
pitally this vegetable might be caltivated here with the
patent drill plough, and afhes enough produced from
the fecantieft fopply, & nurture the feed ? By a judici-
ous courfe of cropping, much of this barony could be
laid down in excellent [heep walk, and for foundnefi
of {oil, thongh naturally light, cannot be excelled.

Is very light and poor, particularly fo of a dry year,
as the foil is {o (hallow, compofed of a hungry loam,
with a {ubftratum of limeftone gravel, and for a grear
part of the barony, in the environs of the town of
Portarlington, a very deep limeftone quarry at bottom ;
principally occupied by ftore cattle and calves. The
grafs is poor, fhort, and fpiry, very thick, with harfh
black buttons, and quite unprofitable; except in fa-
voured fpots, and town parks there is no good mea-
dow, and even in thefe "tis very bad in a dry feafon, of
courfe, the hay is very eafily faved. There are feveral
{fmall dairies, and as much butter made as fupplies the

= K 2 town
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town of Portarlington, where the tallow of the county
is manufaftured ; hides arc fent to Mountmelick, and
their trade of wool fo inconfiderable as fcarcely worth

{peaking of.
r- = e &« .

“Fhe hay. bere is very eafily faved, and the fap is but.
light and feanty s how much of its virtue then mult it
lofe, by being expofed feveral days in the moft parch-
ing weather, ta the fum, when a few. hours would al-
moft be fufficient to fave it 2 As much iime is loft, ge-
nerally, in getting up the hay in this diftrifk, as in
places where the meadows are fo luxuriant that they
have fcarcely room to turn the grafs fufficiently. The
great art of hay-making fhould be to fave it as green as
poffible, as retaining the fap; but after an immenfity
of time loft in toffing and turning it, to its own detri-
ment, it is left to remain in the fields, till the harvelt is
got up, which ultimately leaves but little nutriment in
it. This is a grofs miftake, that deferves particular at-
tention. ,

SECT. 3.:" Farohe.

 Arg of fmall fize, from three to thirty or forty acres;
farm houfes, throughout, good and comfortable ; all
have neat little offices, and many orchards ; cleanly
people, and their cottage windows are all glazed. The

deat appearance of this poor country is “ri’:f““:l:'
»
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'h].ﬂ:. and 'hl:fpeiﬂ{ﬂ, at once, the refidence of a more ci-
vilized colony, and tis to be remarked, that the natives
in the vicinity are fond of following their example.
Leafes are for three lives or thirty-ome years ; county
cefs gd. per acre; two horfes may be proportioned to
thirty acres, and many fmall farmers keep good draft
horfes, with which they fend the Doonaan coal to Con-
naught, and bring home oatmeal in return, which they
fell in Portarlington market. Fields are from. three to
eight acres; a good many thorn fences, well kept, but
little ‘draining, indeed none required, (except on the
bogs,) they rather want water ; bog ftuff, ditches and
head lands their manures; no idea of gravel, nor have
they any ufe for it, but in the moors.

Lime.

Lime, which is fo powerful a manure, and by fome
farmers confidéred as the grand reftorative for every
foil, ‘would here have the very oppofite effe&, ak
throughout this barony, in the uplands, the foperficial
(bratum is an arid limeftone, and, in'general, that but 3
very flight covering from the limeftone quarry. Bog
ftoff is every where convenient, which is the finrell
dreffing for thefe lands ; and where thisis incorporated
in the foil, if the year at all inclines to moifture, the
crops are excellent, and in a dry year the ground is
partly orrefted by it, at all events ‘made confiderably
better ; vegetable crops are fot, in general, favoured
in this barony, bat the rcafon is, becaufe the proper
mode of cultvating them i not atténded to0. -

o . Sy
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OECT 4 General Subjeéls.

CounTry extremely populous ; the town of Portar-
lington is above a mile in length, and has very good
houfes, but little or no trade or manufadture of any
confequence. This borough now fends one member

to the imperial parliament, and formerly returned rwo;
it has a poft, fair, and market, and is diftant’ thirey-

{ix miles from Dublin ; the Barrow divides it and the
two counties, {o that the town is partly in this county,
and partly in the King’s county.

The genteel families are very numerous, as are the
{ichools for children of both fexes, which at one time
amounted to 16, and often vary in namber. It gives the
title of Earl to the Dawfon family, who are the Lords of
the foil. A cotton faftory was fome years paft efta-
blifhed here by Dr. Blair, who reflides in the town,
but did not fucceed, as was alfo the cafe with almoft
every fpecies of trade or manufalture, hitherto at.
tempted. The meat market is remarkably good and
cheap, fuel extremely fo, and plenty; turf will be
drawn and clamped in the yard, and the whole expenfe
but 64. the ftatute kifh ; potatoes rather high, the ba-
rony not fupplying a fufficiency for home confumption,
average price 33d. per {tone; meal 125. per cwt.
Cloathing of the lower rank tafty, yet comfortable;
wages 13d. per day, without diet, through the year,
or 84. with diet. Very few cottiers, almoft all are {mall
farmers ; no {pecies of improved farming, but ground
very poar and unproduttive ; tithe valued every year,

but about thirty years ago, a modus was eltablifhed of
QIC
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anc ﬂﬂlling per acrc for potatocs, I Cﬂulhanagh:r pa-
rith, but being fo fmall it is not demanded ; potatoes
and rape are exempt. Roads and bridges very good ;
foil, poor clay, and barren limeltone gravel ; no mines
or minerals, tho’ they have been fought for near Portar-
lington, at great expenfe, piercing very deep quarries
of hard ftone. The river Barrow is navigable be-
tween Portarlington and Monafterevan, though no
trade here ; but boats ply from thence to Athy, Leigh-
lin, Carlow, and Waterford. In Portarlington is a
ftrong and fmall beer brewery, Mr. Archer the pro-
prictor ; and a bolting mill of no great repute,-on the
Barrow 3 and here is an excellent fair for black cattle;
timber exceflively dear, but no woods or nurfery for
fale; a great quantity of bog, but no other walte
ground ; it lies very low, and has not good falls for
draining.

The founders of Portarlington were originally a co-
lony of French fugitives, who took refuge in this king-
dom, from the religious perfecutions they fuffered at
home ; and many of their defcendants yet refide, and
have a French church, where fervice is regularly per-
fermed in that tongue, and always a large congrega-
tion attends. The parilh church is at Lea, about
three miles diftant from Portarlington, and eight miles
from Dunamafe. In this village a caltle was erefted,
on the banks of the Barrow, by the Barons of Ofaly,
who long refided there, and each confiderably en~
larged the buildings. Its general ftile and fruéture
bears hnp:a&mbhncun that,of : ﬂinmﬁ. ﬂ:rn:ly

hungwcﬂd&nﬂndmmﬁdnﬁrmmm whofe.
waters walh its walls, and the oppofitc fide of the
river is inacceflible, being a deep  morafs. The

land
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land fide was defended by an exceeding firong and
lofty wall, with towers in the angles ; but it was re-
duced by Cromwell. Near to the caftle, in the vil-
lape, {tands the great alh tree, which is by far- the
largeft in the Kingdom, its girth taking as great a cir-
cumference as fix horfes bodies. The finall limbs of
this fine tree are equal to large trées; and another ath
of much the fume appearance, and great circumfe-
rence, though confiderably inférior to the other, is

fitvate about two hundred yards farther, at the church

yard. Emo is alfo a . very fmall village, thirty-four
miles from Dublin, it has a three days poft, and fome
(tuff weavers refide in its neighbourhood.  Ballybrittas

is another village, and populous, (ituate on the !:.igh
road, thirty-two miles from Dublin. The fpire of
Portarlington is about half a mile diftant from the
town, and commands an extenfive view of the neigh-
bouring counties ;5 it was erefted on a hill, to give em-
ployment to the poor in the year of the great froft, and
15 on the eftate of the Earl of Portarlington. This hill
tormerly was well planted, and divided into pleafure
grounds, but lately the timber has been cuty and it is
now a thick copfe of laurel and hazle. Ar Coolba-
nagher are the ruins of a chuarch, and alic of a caflle,
near to which a new charch has been built, and the
Rev. Mr. Trench, the reftor, refidés in 2 very hand-
fome houfey  colitigious  to i, where is a plan-
tation of -about fifteen years growth, and very neat and
ornamental later olies. - Near to this are che venerable
rolns “of Shane Caftle, . wthich is a4 manor; and was
dependant 'on Dunamafe; and built foon after it; it was

ariginally called Sion; or Shechan. The daftle was

erefted on a conical hill, very ftecp, having declividies all

around it 5 iits frength was confiderable and eafily de-

fended. ' Its fize was not very great, though its- fitna-
Lucl tion
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tion ortant, as being fo near to the heath. Sir
Robert Prefton inftituted this manor in 1397, in nght
of his wifée Margaret, and in the various revolutions of
Dunamafe, on which it was dependant, it confequently
(hared its fate, but, not being of fuch importance efcaped
demolition, and after continuing for centuries in the

fame ftate, it was at length embellifhed at great éxpenfe,
and converted into a delightful refidence by the late

Dean Coote. At Straboe, are alfo the ruins of a
church, and a famons well, and not very far diftant
lies the great caftle of Moret, the eftate of the Mar-
guis of Lanidowne. 1 (hall conclude this barony
with the defcription of Dawion's Grove, the elegant
{eat of the Earl of Portarlingtoh, fituate about three
miles from Portarlington. '

. “The plantations in this demeine are the moft exten-
five in the county, and were confiderably added to by
the late Earl, who obtained the Dublin Society’s pre-
mium ; and the trees are well fenced in, and in a good
thriving ftate, but the foil is unfavourable, being fo
extremely fhallow. The lake covers an immenfe tralt
of poor,fpongy ground, which it was no lofs thus to con=
vert, but rather ferved as a drain to the morafs which
furrounds it.  This is always reforted by every kind
of wild fowl, and its banks thickly planted with ever
greéns, which compole an impenetrable fcreen, and
completely {hft out the wild barren country in ifs envi-
ons.  ‘The late Earl built a very fine and moft extenfive
manfion, the ornaments of which are not yet finifhed ;
but the fituation is commanding, 2nd has a fine profpect.
Here is a hops garden, which has yielded good crops,
.nd has alfo had the Society’s premium. Full
grown timber, and fome exceeding fine walnut trees
are in the vicinity of the lake, and gravel walks in 2

ferpentinie form, are cut through the lawn, and planted
with
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with clumps of ever-greens. Dut the {oil of this beau-
tiful demefne is very barren, I fuppofe the worft in the
county, and lealt poflible to be made good land of ;
nothing but adding confiderably to the furface can effec-
tually improve it, being fo fterile, dry, and fhallow; it
cannot be ameliorated by reft or improved by tillage. A
very indifferent and light moor, is the {oil of the moiiter
grounds, which is too poor to promife much in their
prefent ftate ; if this foil was drawn up to the dry
grounds, it would, I think, be turning all to the beft ac-
count. The demefne contains above Boo acres. The
gardens are very fine, and with the pleafure grounds
arc taken good care of. This demefne may anfwer
well to a nobleman, who improves for pleafure and or-
nament, and not for profit, but the value of the land
throughout would, for any fpecies of farming, be cer-
tainly not worth 10s. an acre.

Garryhinch, the fine feat of Colonel Warburton, is
fituate on the borders of this and the King’s county;
'tis difputed in which county the houfe ftands, as the
courfe of the river barrow, which is the Boundary,
has been changed, and confequently the houfe is not
now on the fame fide it formerly was. The land of
this demefne is much better {foil, and the timber very
fine, and thickly planted. Colonel Warburton has
not lately refided. Near Ballibrittas, a windmill is
worked, and has a very excellent fituation.
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" BARONY OF TENEHINCH.

SECTION 1.

Agriculture.

- THIS barony contains above 13,700 acres; in ma-
nufaftures tis of the firlt importance ; bur in extent of »
tillage is not confiderable, a great proportion being un-
- profitable bog, and the produce of the barony not at
all equal to the confumption.

They plough invariably with horfes, the country
beifig parcelled out ro many farmers, in capital and ex-
tent of ground very limited. Barley s the grain
rather peculiar to the foil, and moft abundant in pro-
duce, the country being low and rather moory ; they
tll for oats and bere in a fmaller proportion, and
wheat leaft of all. Poratoes is the diftin& crop which
they univerfally cultivate both in up and low lands,
yet fiot at all produces a fufficiency for home mnﬁ:lnp-
tion. - Theé many towns of firft rate confequence in
the county, furrounding this diftrict, all being
i wove




130 . STATISTICAL SURVEY

more or lefs engaged in manufadtures, and having little
or nothing to do with agriculture, occafions a great
demand for provifions, and particularly for potatoes,
fo that in the moft favoured feafons they are obliged
to fend to the barony of Offory or more diftant parts,
for that material ncceffary of their fubfiftence. Their
courfe of crops is ufually potatoes, for which they
manure with bog-ftuff and litter, fucceeded by bere,
barley, and oats, and it {oon again undergoes the like
fucceflion. Oxen are not ufed for ploughing, more
than training, juft broke in, and fent to fairs to be fold
as plough bullocks, and this trade is carried on very
much towards the mountains. The more extenfive

farmers yoke four horfes in the uplands, and but two
in the lower grounds, and having but little advantage

of manures, or knowledge of improved farming, they
are quite fatisfied with the ufual implements of hui-
bandry, the common Irifh plough, harrow, and
fpade, and they threfh invariably with the flail. In-
deed, the foil in its improved ftate, yields but an indif-
s ferent crop, even with the advantage of trenching in
the feed ; but I apprehend 'tis very improveable and ca-
pable of being eafily drained, having a good fall 5 its
bog-ftuff is convenient to the wuplands, and they in
turn would fupply the moors with gravel, which is
their natural foil, and of fuch peculiar benefit to that
defcription of ground. Mountmelick, the chief town
in the baragny, has always buyérs enough at the belt
prices, for all grain brought to market, and indeed, in
all the furrounding towns of Maryborough, Mountrath,
Portarlington, Stradbally, and fevernl populouns vil-
lages, therc is a brifk demand for evéry fpecies of
grain.  This leaves no excufe to the farmet for a waat
of competition amonglt buyers, to infure bim a fair
Ein: for his commaodity ; buc the faft is, the greater

010 proporton
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proportion of ground is wafte, though eafily reclaime
able, ‘and negleted only for the want of encounrages
ment, which would be the beft policy of proprietors
to adopt, wounld alfo enrich the tenant, and prove alto-
gether a mational benefit. They have no idea of cul-
tivating green crops for winter, having nothing exten-
five in the feeding line. Their wheat acre is equal tor
but four or five barrels at moft; oats, eight; bere,
ten; barley, twelve; and potatoes, fixty barrels.
Their meat markets average one-fourth under Dublin
market, and the grain is rated at about one-fixth lefs.

Meadow, [ .3 to £ .0 per acre.
Reclaimed Mountam.

The great traét of this country which is now walte,
and fo capable of improvement, requires but  little
confideration to point out the beft mode of effeting.
The great traft of mountain could be broughtin to the
certain emolument of the proprietor, and the further-

not without the means. (ot
_If fmall roads were opened through the monntains,
to which, doubtlefs, the county would contribute, and
cabins built at certain diftances, an altonifhing impraves
ment would foon follow. Thofe {mall farms levat a
moderate rent for a certain number of years, would
thefe inclofures, and no rents would be

cncourage _ e
be better paid. I'have feen fuch experiments I differ-

ent

.
-
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ept parts of Ireland, and particularly on the Cavan
mountains they have the happielt effeét, both in
returning profit to the adventurer, and giving employ-
ment to the peafant. I would beg leave to recommend
its introduétion here, which there is no poflible rea-

fon, but it would be attended with as much fuc-
cels.

SEcT. 2. Paflure.

Is very light, but kind, not equal to fattening, cx-
cept in a {mall proportion, near the mountains, and
favoured {pots of town parks, and there only, thus en-
gaged for individual confumption. Breed of cattle
are but the old Irifh kind, and the cow, beft for the
pail, is moft highly elteemed. In larger farms their
paftures are only fit for ftore cattle, and until they re-
claim their grounds, which certainly would return great
profit for any kind of farming, it is not to be expefted
they will go to any expenfe for bettering their ftock.
Their milch cows only are houfed from December to
May, and fed on hay. They have made fcarce any
attempt at introducing artificial graffes ; their natural
grals is light, and not very abundant in meadow, con-
fequently eafily faved into hay. . Perhaps their climate
would be unfavourable to early drawing in, particular-
ly in wet feafons, as being fituate fo near the moun-
tains. The feeders, from diftant parts of the county,
attend their fairs for ftore cattle, and their prices are
high, and {teadily rifing thefe fome years ; but even in
this traffick they cannot, comparatively {peaking, be
very extenfive : the more confiderable part of the ba-

v rony
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rony being bog, moor, or walte ground, which does not
afford a fufficiency .of tillage for home confumption.
I apprehend that with care, much of this country might
be profitably employed under dairy, as the grafs is far
from being coarfe, and the fitvation favourable to that
particular purfuit. Moft of the neighbouring towns
being much in the worfted or f{tuff manufalture, and
hitherto carried on with fpirit, fhews the wool trade
to be very confiderable. The manufatturers had no-
thing like fufficiency for their confumption at home,
and regularly had a fupply from Munfter, and the
fheep countries in their vicinity. But all hides and
tallow, which were only produced from thofe cattle
flaughtered for home ufe, are readily fold for their
value; the prefent average may be 6d. per lb. for

each. Average price of potatoes for feven years paft,
ad. per ftone; meal 125 6d. per cwt.

ﬂﬂ'.l"r Eﬂ' .

~So great a traft of this country being proper for
dairy ground, I know no manner of hulbandry would
pay better, and traéts are eafily had of any fize, which
might be proportioned to the ability of the farmer.
Great numbers of fpringers are reared here from
yearlings, and thus are naturalized to the {oil ; though

they mml;m {mall, yet, in general, they are excellent
for the pail: money could fcarcely be turned to better

advantage in fmall farming, thin in pur:haﬁng year-
ling heifers, and flocking their grounds with them;
their charalter for milk is {o well known, that t"hdf
value is confiderably enhanced, when brmlght duwn

{pringers
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{pringers to the low-lands. As this kind is only
efteemed for milk, I pafs over thele defeltive points
that might be remedied by croffing the breed, in which
too often the native excellence is loft, and the intended
improvement does not always follow.

OECT: 3» Farms.

Arge of fmall fize, but fix to twenty acres, or forty
to one hundred, of arable and pafture, already indiffer-
ently reclaimed ; but to thefe is generally attached a
large quantity of bog or moor, at a verylow bulk
rent, or in fome places not chargeable at all. Farm
houfes are wretched indeed; little idea of bettering
them by the cottier or tenant ; and their mean appear-
ance of {fmall concern to the occupiers. ‘1 have ob-
ferved thele low huts are fondly clung to by thefe
people, and preferred to mneat flate houfes, with
which fome geotry have adorned their eftates. Land
is fet ﬁﬂm the rack-rent above its value, and can
rarely, but in very favoured feafons, provide the tenant
a livelihood after paying his rent, New leafes, or thofe
made within twenty or thirty years, generally run for
three lives or thirty-one years. Itis here, that in fome
old ones yet extant there are certain claufes, obliging
the tenant to ufe no fuel but wood ; fo much was the
country under foreft, that the objet of the landlord
was to have his grounds cleared ; this accounts for
the immenfe quantity of timber, found under ground in
the bogs, which doubtlefs, caufed their extenfion, and
has been a received opinion of their prime caufe, but

certainly
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certainly proves{o great was our anceftors purfuitin clear-
ing only, that even by the confumption in fucl, as well as
in building, they cut more than they had occafion for ;
which, after lying for centuries in the ground, and more
or lefs decayed by the nature of the foil covering it, is
now eagérly fought for, and even manufaétured into
varions ufes of country work. County cels, §d. per
acre. A farm of twenty or thirty acres will be tilled
by two horfes, and in lefler farms one horfe only is
kept, and a plough of two horfes and the ploughman will
be hired at 4s. 4d. per day. No particular or exact
eltimate of the fize of fields can be made ; they general-
ly are fmall, about four to five acres, in petty farms.
The walks for ftore cattle are an immenfe range of
moor, which they can only graze one half or three-
fourths of the year ; the remainder of it is under water.
Fences are loofe ditches, and little thorn, all (lovenly
and ill conftrufted, without any judgment, thrown up
fo loofe and wet, that every rain is {ure to deftroy them.
I have feen no attempt at improved modes of draining,

or {carce any of any kind ; and befides burnt beating,
heath; and liter left to rot, there is little manure,
but road feraping, and fcouring of ditches, mixgd with
whatever little dung is colleéted about their cabias,
all which goes to potawe tillage. No liming at all
practifed.

At 2l me

_il..l t_.l.

Iluhmg ung‘ﬁther:tnﬁe the moft material confi-
deration in 2 country, that could be rendered highly
profitable by an eafy procefs of reclaiming, and which
A the beft feafons (fo great and extenfive are its walles)
¥oL. 1. L is




146 STATISTICAL SURVEY

is incapable of yielding a {ufhciency for the mainten-
ance of its inhabitants.

The moors are light; and have excellent fallsy, nor
are they without the 'warm gravel, which infures to
them a capability of yielding any crop. ' The effects of
this manure on bog, even for potatoes, I have {een
furpafling any thing I could have expefted; and its
virtue in the vegetation of corn crops;, is beyond contra-
di¢tion, particularly in this kind of foil.

SECT. 4. General SH@ eéls,

Tue country divided into fo many fsm1. and the
numerous es in the ldjﬂtnmE towns, proves
the pop o be very extenfive.  Mountmelick is
the chief town in the barony, and in the wealth, induf-

try, and number of inhabitants, I.conceive, of the firft
in the county. It has hitherto laboured
o great difadvantage of difputed claims of
pmpi‘iﬂ:om, by which means no encouragement of
leafes could have been given, yet the public fpirit
of the people overcame that obiftacle, and fince the
point has been determined and leafes made, it has had .

many improvements. The river Onas, which is but
an inconfliderable mountain {tream; encircles the town,
and divides this barony from the preceding one. The
woollen manufacture has been carried on here hqmd
siemory, both with great fpirit and fuccefs; but at
. prefent there is a very confiderable check on the trade,

which has for late years been gradﬂll:[ dc‘:ﬁﬂ-&nﬁ In 'ﬂ
i‘pinnmg
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fpinning of worfted yarn, it may be accounted for by
the demand ceafing from the manufatturing towns'in
England ; but in the ftuff trade, which was molt confi-
derable, the encreafing and now favoured 'demand for

cotton goo’'s may occafion its prefent dullnefs, or, per-
haps, the rrue canfeis, its Aimfy texture, it being, more
properly” fpedking, made for fule than for fervice.
This' may be the error the cotton manufafturers are
alfo falling into, which may again give the {tuff-man,
now taught by dearly acquired experience, another day
of trial; for his commodity.

A branch of the iron manufacture has long been
eltablifhed here, and, when wood was to be had for
fuel, furnaces for metal pots, &c. were worked exten-
fively, but long fince are difcontinued. They fill, how-
ever, manufactore bits and ftirrups, and, ptrhnpl, have
brought this branch to more perfeftion, than in any
other part of Ireland The late demand for horfe ac-
coutrements by the yeomanry and military, greatly en-
creafed their trade, but the bad policy of too exorbitant a
rife in their prices has checked it very much, as thofe ar-
ticles have been had from Birmingham, after paying duty,
on better terms. The well thriven Englith policy, of
working for moderate profit, ought to be a guide to us in
our infant manufactures ; perhaps experience will be
our belt tutor.  So many and fo inconfiderable are thele
manufaéturers of worfted and iron, more particularly
the former, "vwould tend to no purpole to enumerate
the proprictors individually. Some cotton faftories
have been within thefe twelve years eftablifhed here,
and many of that induftrious fociety of Quakers are
concerned in them : amongft the moft confiderable of
thefe is Mr. John Bewley, who gives employment
daily to above four hundred people, and keeps two
I'mndrﬂd looms at work. This may be about one-halt

L2 the
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the extent of this trade in Mountmelick,. A peculiar
policy in the town, well delerving obfervation, has
been adopted by them, of encouraging the farmers to
pay a journeyman weaver to teach their children : this
premium to the teacher varies, by agreement with
him, either for the fum of 2 or 3 guineas for his trou-
ble, or by allowing him a certain proportion of his
pupil’s time; when a knowledge of the trade is ac-
quired, which is ufually the cafe in a fhort time, by a
lad of ordinary capacity, fuppofe three months, or from
that to twelve. Even girls are taught, at fo early an
age, that literally they are fcarcely able to carry home
the piece of goods of their own weaving. The procels
is obvioufly very fimple, and proves the ablurdity of
ferving a feven years apprenticethip to every trade,
whether more or lefs intricate. This infures work
within doors, when agriculture cannot be purfued by
{everity of weather, and affords a double fource of in-
come, and a certainty of conftant employment. The
manufalturer imports the cotton thread, and fometimes
buys in Dublin, whither they fend all their goods
unfinifhed : from the fpinning fatory at Mountrath
the cotton thread is alfo had, and the Iooms are fcat-
tered ar feveral miles diftance around the town. Here
alfo are two tan-yards, two foap manufaltories, and
four breweries: The beer is excellent, and fupplies
moft of the neighbouring towans, even without the
connty. Many more people could be employed in all
thefe faltories, was there a demand for thefe goods as
formerly, as, from the policy defcribed in teaching
children, the country may be faid to {warim with manu-
falturers. . Potteries are long eftablifhed in this neigh-
bourhood, for tiles, crocks, and garden pots, and a
britlk demand for thofe articles, which are rﬁ:ﬁ:ﬂlhl]r
fold.

-*I

Rnl':uallm



OF THE Q_UEEWS COUNTY. 149

Rofenallis is a wvillage, three miles diftant from
Mountmelick, and forty-four miles from Dublin, fitu-
ate at the foot of the Sleive Bloom mountain. This

place is remarkable for quarries of {oft ftone, com-
pofed of filiceous white fand, which is worked into
chimney-pieces, coving and hearth ftones, and in grear
demand thro’ feveral parts of the kingdom. A very
neat finithed coving-ftone, chimney-piece, and hearth-
ftone may be purchafed at the quarry, for about one
guinea. Their flags were, till lately, much in demand,
but now outrivalled by the more durable Carlow flags.
This village has but a poor appearance, the houfes
moftly thatched, and fome are covered with this white
fag, which certainly is not impervious to the weather,
and fo rodely laid on, that they often give way, which is-
‘extremely dangerous to paflengers, as thefe houfes fo
covered, are two ftories high. The '‘Quakers have
large burial-place, well inclofed, near the village, and,
on the rife of the hill, which is all a vaft rock, ftands
a very neat and handfome church, and the walls of a
round tower are conatiguous to it, but not one-third as
high as thofe circular towers feen thro’ the kingdom, nor
evidently was it built for the like purpofe. The walls
of a wind-mill ftand at fome diftance from the village,
and bear ftrong refemblance to the tower jult de-
ﬁ:ﬂhl:tl but the former has no entrance. The habita-

 tions of the lower order, or cottiers, very mean. Fuel
cheap and plenty ; turf fold at gd. per kifh, drawn
home. Food, principally potatoes, from 23d. to 44. per
flone. Frizes about 2. 64. per yard; {tuffs 13d. La-
bourers” wages from gd. to 84. throughout the year,
with diet, or 1od. without it. A great deal of rape is
fowed for feed, and is tithe free; none is tranfplanted
for green food: it is in greateft abundance near the
mountains, and the oil-mills at Mountrath, Lacka,

ang
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and Cartown manufacture it, but they are not equalto
one third the feed raifed in this county, the overplus goes
to Dublin by canal. Beer evidently encreafing, from the
many breweries; fpirits almolt entirely out of ufe with
the lower orders, being beyond their reach. Roads and
bridges in tolerable repair. No navigation or navigable
river. The Barrow, watérs this county; in its courfe
towards Monafterevan, but Aere is a very inconfider-
able ftream. State of education in very deplorable ne-
glect, except in the fchool eftablifhed by the Quakers
in Mountmelick, where the youth of their fociety only
are admitted. It muft be obferved, this exclufion is
not occafioned by any illiberal motive, but merely in
conformity with that peculiar (tritnefs of difcipline
among(t this fociety, who, perhaps, take more care and

pains with their youth, than any other f{e€t in the
world ; and that, which might be confidered a harm-
lefs le'n.ty nmnng{lt others, would be rather indeco-
rous and unbecoming the gravity they wifh to inftil
in their chlldrtn, which early impreflion has certainly
produced a moft refpectable body of peeple, whofe
general charatteriftic is a well thriven induftry. 1Is it
not enough for them to fupport their own poor, and
never fuffer them to become a on the commu-
nity ¢ In this {chool are aunuallg upported, educated
and dpthﬁd, ﬁfq' :hlldrm of both {exes, atthe mode-
rate price of [. 5, pet annum : even thofe children,
whofe parents cannot afford that ant, arc not ex-
cluded ; for the meeting in which particular diftriéd

they refide, is bound to fupport them, and they are re-
gularly fent to this fchool at the general expence. The

fllllﬁﬁ are kept up by private {fubfcriptions, which, on
its fir{t eftablifhment, amounted to [. 1300, flerl

thil fum was funk in houfe and furniture, &c. and
legnlal‘ annual fubfcriptions fupply the deficiency of
expenditure ;
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expenditure; each child being computed to ftand the
houfe in /. 18, fterl. per annum. - Donations or lega-
cies exceeding /. 10, are thrown into the accumulating
fund, and twenty acres of ground adjoining fupply
the honfe with milk, butter, potatoes, and all other
vegetables, which are cultvated in abundancein an ex-
cellent garden. Their policy is to have the inflitution
upheld by conftant fubfeription, as a regular endow-
ment has too often proved a finecure, and the good
intent of the donor monopolized by individuals. In
the late year 1800, of unexampled fcarcity, the
poor of all defcriptions were fopported with fubfcrip-
tions raifed thro the country, by the wnremitted ex-
ertions of the Quakers, who forefaw the gathering
ftorm, and early laid in a fopply of provifions, which
they fold out confiderably under firft coft; and fo great
was the quantity bronght in from time to time, as to
amount to near /. 20,000.This fupply was chiefly had
from Munfter, and without this care the poor might
indeed be faid, literally to ftarve in a country, which,
in the moft abundant feafons, has not a fufficiency for
its own confumption. This late inftitution brought
much gold and filver into circulation, which may be
here more abundant than in any part of this province ;
but. Dublin bank notes are current throughout. They
have bad a. farming fociety in this Barony, at Rofe-
nallis ; and the flovenly ftate of farming here is cer-
tainly no credit to a gentry, where the joys of con-
viviality occupied their attention more than the true inte-
refts of agriculture. Their manufaéture is in ftata quo,
as defcribed ; and they have fuel and water enough for
its extenfion, tho’ at prefent too little provifion caltivated
for their,own fuftenance. The neglect of agriculture is the
great obftacle to the increafe of manvfaltures, as thon-

LA gy AlE fands
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fands of scres naturally of a kind produltive quality,
are here lying walte, though might be reclaimed at a
very moderate expenfe. In this barony are no good
mills, but many grift mills ; indeed there is no fupply
of water for any confiderable one ; there is one bolting
mill near the town of Mountmelick, called new mill, Mr
Dugdale the proprietor. They have but a imall propor-
tion of planting, merely ornamental {creens, at the en~
trance of demefnes, bt they have peculiar good fituati-
ons, and a foil favourable to plantations. Near this
town are three nurferies for fale, the molt extenfive in-
the county ; but the ftock of the beft of them, may be
worth little more than [. 300, a third of which 1s
about their annual fale. Timber is {carce and dear,
any for building had from Dublin by Canal. The guan-
tity of bog is very great, more (o than in any part of
the county ; perhaps above one half is bog and walfte,
but there is a good fall for draining, and gravel not in
convenient in moft places. The want of good leafes is
the grand obftacle to improvement ; fuppofe perpetuities
were granted for reclaiming ground, it would doabt-
lefs be the beft fpur to men of capital, who would
pay the proprietor a certain fair rent for the foil, which,
in its prefent ftate, does not yield 64. annually.
People are y,comparatively fpeaking, more induftrious
than generally found: they are all fond of employment,
which they may be faid to want, ratherthanindufltry,
and they fpeak none but the Englifh language. The
congregation of Mountmelick church are faid to ex~
ceed 1000 in number, but Rofenallis is the parifiv
church, to which Mouatmelick is a chapel of eafe.
The town of Mountmelick and the eanvirons, is the
cftate of the Marquis of Drogheda, who makes leafes
of town plots for ever, and adjoining parks for three

lives. At Caftlebrack, are the ruins of a caftle; ano-
® ther
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ther -at Clonlafleigh and ope at Caftlecuff, on Mr.
Baldwin's eftate. The average price of land through
the barony is about 20s. per acre. There are fome
very incenfiderable lakes in this barony, the largeft of
which is Lough Annagh, alfo called Lough Duff, it
covers about 4o acres; the Barrow ran through' it,
but the courfe is now changed. Not very long ago,
twenty breoad cloth looms were worked in Mount-
melick, but the goods were coarfe and fent off unfinifh-
ed , not one of them now exifts: decline account-
ed for, by Irifh foldiers going to England, for whofe
ufe the cloth was manufaltured. Englifh foldiers
coming- here, have their clothing from home. In the
neighbourhoed without the barony, are fome good
quarries of lime ftone, and brick kilns are alfo conti-
guous 3 but other building materials, as ﬂnﬂ, lnr.l:ll,
timber, &¢. had from Duoblin by Canal.

It would not be fair to omit mentioning the reafon
the ftuff manufaéturers aflign, for making {fuch Aimfy
work ; they fay, did they make it better, they would lofe,
as the finither in Dublin, who dyes and prefles thefe
goods, allows no more for better pieces than for in-
different, and he folely regulates the market ; and "tis
not the excellence of materials, but variety of colour,
which -enfores a fale, when poods are finifhed ; but
furely it is in the power of the manufafturers to re-
medy the prievance.

I would conceive it well worth their while; 'tis afto-
nithing what they now affert, that, for above eight
months paft, they have /. 13000 worth of thefe {tuffs
on hands, for which there is no demand: and they are
flill encreafing the ftock, mnot chooling to leave the
poor without employment. ‘This proves both their
wealth and {fpirit, and why do they not remedy the
grievance, of which they complain, and eftablifh a finifhs
ing houfe at home, under their own infpetion, and

apain
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again retrieve a trade of fuch importance to their coun-

ty in particular, and to the nation in general? Near

Cappard, is a noted togher or bog pafs, where a fa-
mous battle was gained by King William’s foldiers, who
bravely fought a very fuperior number, and fucceed,

ed by the great {kill and gallantry of their commander.

A flate quarry of a coarfe and indifferent kind, was

worked to little advantage at Cappard, but.a man having
been killed by a part falling in, the quarry was fince fhut
up. - Near to this is the demefne of Cappard, the ele-
gant feat of John Pigot, E{q; who has larely rebuile
the prefent manfion, offices, and farm yard in a ftyle
of true magnificence. The improvements, which were
commenced here, previons to the late rebellion, and
on which feveral thoufands have been expended,
were planned with great tafte and in the moft modern
ftyle ; but Mr. Pigot, after difcharging the duties of an
altive magiftrate and gallant yeoman, difguited with
the ingratitude and villanies of the neighbouring
peafantry, has abandoned this beautiful feat for ever,
and gone to refide in England, where he has purchai-
ed an eftate ; thus the mifconduft of the foolifh pea-
fants has deprived fociety here of a valuable member,
and has left themfelves in that diftrict without employ-
ment, not one fhilling being now fpent on improvement
amongft them, two hundred of  whom had daily work
at Cappard for years before. The young plantations are
thriving extremely well, for which Mr. Pigot received
the Dublin Society’s premium ;3 but one whole exten-
five fcreen was nearly dellroyed laft {ummer, by a pea-
fant fmoaking his pipe amongit the young trees in dry
weather. Andindeed I conceive this dangerous cultom,

and the many bad confequences, that have refulted from
_ ity fhould be fufficient to call for the interference of the le-

giflature who have already thewn much anxious care
£ %54 h
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in what lefs materially concerns the encouragement and
prefervation of the plantatidns of this kingdom. 1 have
never feen a demeine, which is capable of greater im-

provement, nor defigns more judicioufly laid out.
The valt lakes at the foot of the mountain, and all

the other elegant plans, which were begun, that are now
left unfinifhed, and will perhaps for ever remain fo, cre-

ate melancholy refleftions in the breaft of a lover of his
country, who muft figh for the unhappy confequences
ol a wanton and unprovoked rebellion, and it is not
indeed the leaft, among(t the many misfortunes refult-
ing from it, that we have to deplore the removal of
fuch a public fpirited and ufeful member of fociety,
as was Mr. Pigot.
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CHAPTER XIII

ﬁ

BARONY OF STRADBALLY.

SECTION I

Agriculture.

THIS barony is but fmall, it contains but eleven .
thoufand and nineteen acres of rateable ground, in
the county cefs, and is occupied chiefly by careful
and wealthy farmers.

They generally plough the lay, lightly in February,
ftatter in oats, and then harrow ence; take two fuccel~

{ive crops of potatoes, having dunged well each time,
and then barley, with which they again let out, hav-
ing fowed rye grafs and white clover mixed. The {oil
being inclined to mofs, they are obliged to break it
every feven yearsat leaft. This is the mode of farm-
ing contiguous to Ballikilcavan, and along the weftern
fide of the barony, where dung is convenient ; but more
generally wheat fucceeds potatoes after a year’s fallow,

being manured with corn-gravel, of a lime {tone quality,
LT LT with
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with which every farm in the barony abounds; then

oats, with which they let out, and clover is fown in,
which holds good for three years. Wheat is the molt

tavourite crop; the tillage of it may comprize one
third of the barony; another third is under oats

and barley, and the remainder pafture, meadow,

and a very fmall proportion of bog. ‘1 lie acre of wheat
will produce eight barrels, oats twelve, bere and bar-
ley from fixteen to twenty, potatoes one hundred bar-

rels, prices regulated by Dublin market; and grain

kept up at 2s. per barrel under its rates. Mr. William
Dunn of Ballymanus, is a very extenfive farmer, and
has been confiderably engaged in tillage; his mode was
to break ground for fallow, fow wheat, next oats, bar-
ley, and again fallow. Mr. Dunn holds above one thou-
fand acres in this barony, the moft of which he limed,
fome on the green furface, and fome ploughed in;
but he found without firt mixing the lime with
old ditches, head lands and bog f{tuff, that his ground
was the worfe, and all his labour and expence fruit-
" lefs. He has latterly abandoned tillage, and is now very
coufiderably engaged in feeding fheep; his ftock exceeds
fifteen hundred, which is about half the number in
the barony ; they are moftly fed for [tore, for
which the foil is very well adapted : Mr Dunn ma-
nures his meadow and potatoe land with ftable dung,
and he has boats on the Grand canal, which inter-
fects his land 3 thefe boats he employs in carrying dung
from Dublin, average coft is 84. per good horle load,
when brought home. Two oxen are yoked from the
fhoulder with collars and hames, and two horfes are
generally hindmoft in the fame plough ; this mode they
prefer, as obliging the oxen to {tep out quicker. Ex-
cept with Dean Wallh, of Ballikilcavan, I have feen

pone but the common old implements of hufbandry.
This
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This gentleman is very exat and nice in his tillage,
and his demeine is as capitally farmed as any I have

feen.  He ufes the Leicelterfhire wheel plough, and
double harrow, and has a hollow roller for manuring

the furface with lime. . The cylinder is compofed of
planks; nailed on two ftrong circular pieces of timber
refembling car wheels, and about the fame diftance
afunder. = Thofe planks are about one quarter of an
inch afunder, two of which open with hinges to ad-
mit the lime to be thrown in. In the centre of the
main pieces a gudgeon is fixed, and worked in a frame
refembling that of a rolling ftone, which is drawn by
one horie, and, as it turns, the lime is lightly fcattered on
the furface; but this only can be ufed, when the ground
is in a dry {tate, or the chinks would be filled with
clay, dung, or mofs ; if a fkeleton frame of like cylin-
drical form was fixed without fide this, fo as to elevate
it above the furface, it might be a very ufeful machine,
and the lime could be fcattered on the ground in any
ftate, and in all weathers. The extenfive avenues, the
lake, and the ornamental part of Ballikilcavan are not
modern ; but the gardens are very fine, and contain
above ten acres, inclofed with the beft wall in Ireland,
as, indeed, is the whole demelne, confifting of three
hundred acres ; one-third of the deméfne is planted
with fine full grown timber, and the plantation on the
hills, over the gothic tower, forms a wvery ftrik-
ing and pictureique fcene, and from a diftant view
gives a confiderable woody appearance to  the

whole country. To thefe extenfive groves, the Dean
lately added an oak plantation of ten acres, bt

has not claimed any premium, nor has any refident
of this barony. 'The corn is always threfhed with the
flail, but many have winnowing machines. Athy, Strad-

"bally,
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bally, Maryborough, and Monafterevan, are their
'market towns; the contignity. of the Grand canal
enfures many buyers. Turnips, cabbages, and trani-
‘planted  rape are fown for green food, and great care
taken in their culture. Dotor Lamphier, who refides
at Pole’s-bridge, near Stradbally village, has headed his
rape for (heep, and the following feafon had an 4bun-
dant crop of feed from the ftalks. This gentleman
15 very experimental and fuccefsful in his farming,
and his grounds bear evident marks of judicious care;
being engaped in malting, as he is the proprietor.of a
capital brewery, the dirt from his malt-houfe is turned
to good account in furface drefling, and that being but
very lightly Jdcattered on the meadow, is the highell
manure. it could receive, far exceeding flable dung or
any compoft; and the good effefts are evident for two
years, and produce the moft luxuriant grafs. . The frefh
ftalks of potatoesipread on after-grafs, when they are
green lndﬁm, are alfo a l:ugh manurc, but not tquil to
th:fm v s LRI I D

Dritl hufbandry.

ThEl#II ldﬂn;l:nge of drill hufbandry is but too Jite
tle atrended to, and is exemplified in the regularity,
with which the grain is introduced into the ground,
by the coveringit receives, and alfo by the certain ad-
vantage of fallowing, as it were, between the drills ;
and in land, which is intended to yicld fucceflive crops
of grain, by altérnately changing the pofition of the
drills into the newly fallowed ground : this being con-
‘| {idered,
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fidered, our next objet is to procure thole implements
of hufbandry, which can in the moft exaét and regular
order perform thofe requifites; and Cooke’s patemt
drill plongh will be found to anfwer every purpofe.
This implement is particularly adapted for introducing
manure along ‘with the grain, by means of the hopper,
which contains both together, as is exemplified in the
fowing of turnips, mixed with afhes, and the experi.
ment was fully proved by Mr. Darby, of Leap Caitle,
in the King's county. This gentleman procured twen-
ty cart loads of afthes, which was fully fufficient for a
_ ficld of five acres, and mixed therewith ten pounds of

turnip feed ;3 the feed and the afhes, thos mixed, were
put in the hopper of the plough, and fowed in; from
this field, ixty cart loads of turnips were drawn off,
and pitted, and the remainder, which were left on the
ground, fultained, nay, fattened 300 fheep, in the fhort
fpace of feven weeks, tho’ they were put on, in very
poor condition. This proved a very happy experiment,
and by minutely examining the procefs, muft be gene-
rally approved of. For we know, that the higheft
- manure is produced from alhes, and, as afhes cannot be
- had, butin fome degree by exhaufting the foil, that
method muft be defirable, which teaches us to ufe it
with ceconomy, and at the fame time to give an ample

purlhnmththtglﬁ g ¥ 1Y
In the expe to, the l.ﬂ'l.El was produ-
~ ced from weeds and ftubborn clods, collected here and
there, and other convenient rubbifh, which yielded 2
fufficiency, though but four one horfe cart Joads w
the plantation acre. The very beft manure for tur-
nips is here introduced, and 1 am confident, it is well
caleulated to affiflt every {fpecies of grain, and infiead
of exhaufting, muft certainly enrich the foil ; for the
urllnu, as it were, lapped up in the athes, and certain.
ly
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Jy not more than one half the furface of the feld is at
once furthering the end of vegetation, whilft that be-
tween the drills, is receiving the hlgh::l’t preparation for
the fucceeding year.

Here we fee another advantage, as a very {hnﬂuw
ploughing is fufficient, and where the careful farmer
has a depth of foil, by turning it occafionally, he con-
{tantly brings new carth into pla}', ﬂ:n-I:I need never i::lr
exhaufting the foil.

I have been mfnrm:d, that with every fptclzn of
grain, this has equally been fuccefsful, and here it may
be remarked, and an effential obfervation it is, that,
where grain is fowed, thus covered ‘with afhes, it is
effetually fecured from the red wnﬂn,lwhmh has been
of fuch deftrudtive confequences to crops. - ,
Whﬂtmthmaf:rm,mum:fpedaﬁﬁnmanugb
bourhood of bogs, but this cheap and fimple manure
may eafily be had ? Or where is there an upland farm,
that a fufficiency of rubbifh could not be picked p to
furnith four loads of afhes to the acre?

If then, for every fpecies of foil, and for each kind
of grain, the manure of afhes is beft calculated to yield
abundant crops, I think it will not be denied, thar the
mode of introducing this manure is cheap, fimple, and
truly effeftual, enriching and encreafing, rather than
diminifhing or exhaufting the f{oil, and without at all
encroaching on the intent of the legiflature, in their act
to prevent the burning of lands.

Where there is not a defire for immediately produc-
ing corn, I would recommend potatoes as the firlt crop
fown on the lay, and the ground is then better pre-
pared for a crop of bere, or wheat, to be fown after
turning out the potatoes.

YoL. 1. Al Where
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Where the foil is gravelly, or a ltrong clay, 'tis more
particularly adapted for wheat, and a deep loam will yield
a choice crop of bere.  QOats is favoured in ¢ither foil,
and, with an intervening vegetable crop, will come in
well, after either wheat or bere.  In every town-land,
‘is well known to what grain the foil is inclined, and
by this prattice, I believe ﬂﬂr crop would be abun-
dant inits proper foil. | ey

Moary ground fhould certainly I:u: drained before
introducing any crop, and a fucceflion of vegetable
crops. taken, as potatoes, turnipsy rapc, cabbage, &c.
and in all cafes; gravelled and burntj I fpeak here in
commencing a courfe of reclaiming it.

The great miftake is too great an earneltne(s 'l'.n hrmg
the walte ground into grafsy which though it may be
effefted in one feafon, yet it will affuredly be foon
clothed with its natural aquatic and coarfe vegetation ;
but as draining cuts off the {prings which vegetate and
nourifh thofe watery . plants, that otherwife rapidly
cover the moors again; fo is gravelling 2 requifite as
fully effential, which gives firmnefs and confiftency to
the foil, and ought to be incorporated into it by the fre-
quent cultivation of green crops, by which means the
moors are brought to be truly valnable land.

In all moory or boggy ground, paring and burning is
abfolutely neceflary, where red or black alhgs are pro-
duced 3 but, where the furface is fuzzy, yvielding white
~ athes, then you burn, only ta deftroy the fuperficial ve-
getation. . In every foil, vegetable crops will tell beft
by a due preparation; how far uplands fhould be
burnt, I have already fhewn, and the ground after 2
procefs of tillage, fhonld be extremely well ploughed,
and laid down with fuch grafs-feeds as are known
beft to agree with the {oil ; but in every k'nd of foil,

where
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where-a courfg of tillage is to be. commenced from
grafs, a vegetable crop will be found the bell to pre-
pare the ground for a progefs of grain.

Where ftocks are to be fatted on green crops, ‘s
an unpardonable wafte to feed them on the ground,
without faving any; a large portion of the beft of the
crop fhould be carted off, before you admit the cattle 5
a fufficiency will remain for them to pick vp, as I have
explained in Mr. Darby’s turnip crop. This mode
would be defirable both in the feeding of black cattle
and fheep ; and that, which has been carted off, could

be duly portioned to them in the farm-yard, where
it cannot be wafted, and an attention here, had to the

Gving of mapIE.. . e o L
The crop, with which grafs feeds are to be fown, 1

o

would rather confine to oats or barley, fhould it be in-
fifted on to lill]f down the ground with a crop of corn,
but . I believe itis fully as productive and will keep
the land in moch better heart, to lay it down with
grafs-feeds only. Mr. Drought’s mgthod, as explaingd
in Seét 1. Chapter viii. I am partial to. i
It is now our confideration, whether to mow or to
feed the grafs, the firft year after letting out, The
quality of the grafs is by no means arrived at ifs ﬁ':.h?
nefs, or excellence ip nntrition tq cattle, for feveral
years after letting out, as it gradually umproves, ada
only where ground is fliff, itis apt to get hide bound ;
for which reafon it is not very proper to graze the
land the firlt year, and to mow it, will be depriving it
of the feeds, which ‘lill"-t‘.!ll].lld be ﬂ'I.Ed from the grafs ; but
this can be r:rmqihc} by threfhing the hay, and ”ﬂur'.
ing the feeds Fn‘tl_:gg meadow, whmh I think the bel}
plan ; if mowed early in the feafon, it will hyve the ad-
vantage of early vegeration; for, when the {eeds are {cat-
tered an the new earth, which has not acquired a pro-
| M 2 per
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per fkin, they will foon take root, and at this time,.in
moift weathers, artificial graffes might be added, and x
furface drefling therewith, will affuredly anfwer the

end.

Secr. 2. Paffure.

Waruvre of it is inclined to herbage, (though the
foil is a light fand,) which is rich and luxuriant, while
the grafs ftands only ’tll the middle of September, and
grows weak and unprofitable after. Breed of fheep
improving, and latterly, farmers are a good deal thus
engaged 3 Mr. Dexter’'s rams are now hired here at a
tolerable price. Black cattle not at all attended to,
but many are {tore fed, and a large proportion fatted for
hame confumption only; the county being well inha-
bited by gentry and opulent farmers, and a good
demand for meat in all the neighbouring towns.
Milch and plough cattle houfed from December
to May, and fometimes in fevere feafons the fat
cattle alfo. Mr. Dunn bred a great many good horfes,
but he has fometime paft difcontinued it, as have al-
moft all the farmers in the connty. Natural grafs is
light and fpiry, rye grafs fowed for early grals, in off
and on ground ; trefoil, clover, and Englifh hay-feed
has alfo been much fown ; their hay eafily faved, and
tramp cocks made in the field. Their mode of hay-
making is not generally alike ; fome judicious farmers

dn not ftir their lap cocks during twenty-four hours,
then,
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then, if fine weather, they gather them in {mall plots,
which are turped conftantly for two or three hours and
made into fmall tramps of one and a half or two loads
each ; this preferves both fap and colour, and was
introduced by Doftor Lamphier. Very little dairy,
fcarce enough for family ufe; ground not adapted for
this purfuit. Hides and tallow fold in all the neigh-
bouring tqwns, and average 6d. per Ib. each. The
manufalturers in Mountrath and Mountmelick take all
their wool. | |

The watering of land ought here to be minutely at-
tended to, where it can be brought to apply, as itis
of that kind of foil, which with irrigation would pro-
duce the fineft crops, particularly of meadow. Many
rivalets and {treams might be turned to this, the belt
account: and particularly fo, from the declivity of the
furface of the land, which lies favourable for this branch

of hulbandry, as aquatic plants are never produced but
from ftagnant water. "Tis confidered,that thequicker the

water paffes over the ground, the more powerful are the
effefts of it. The wonderful return from this purfuir
is well afcertained, but the material object is, the early
vegetation it forces for fpring food. Referring the
reader to the reports of water meads in Upper Offory
barony, I only beg leave to repeat the great danger of
keeping-over flocks on fuch lands, after they get fat,

as afuredly the rot will enfue, and 1 find this is verifi-
ed in feveral agricultural treatifes on this fubject.

SECT.
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ARE 1D gr:ni.:i'a'l liﬁﬂ'i:rs'{héﬁ' 100 acfes, afid vha tp
to 4 Or 5n:m-' &"an!n houfés are very comfortable, but
not kept as clean as could be wilhed ; offices confider-
ably improved, and an appearance of ealy quict and
increafing wealth amongft the farmers. The tenant
repairs all his tenements ; the farms are held by leale
at twenty-one and thirty-one years, and fometimes three
lives. In thefe are found feveral particular binding
clanfes ; of not permitting the tenant to alienate under
forfeiture of leafe ; obliging him to reftore the {iraw to
the foily and alfo every fpecies of manure made on the
farm 3 not fuffering him to take two fucceflive crops of
wheat; and fteadily oppofing burning the furface un-
der sny pretence.  Tillage fields are from five to
twenty acres in fize, and the pafture walks are of great
extent. Fences are kept in good repair, and the {oil
favourable to thorn and gquick; of which they are
compofeds and kept.{plafh’d and trimmed very ncatly,
befides laid and bound:down carefully with rods and
cwigs. Mode of draining has beea little atzended to, and
indeed, little wanted herey1as. but. a fmall quantity of
mioor and bogisin this diftrict,and that rather in eftima-
tion, of a dry feafon, as being fo favourable to moilture,
Mandres, are héad lands and ditches, mixed with lime,
which in every. fidve: agrees with the foil, when well
incorporated. - Liming -meadows on the furface has
biten -practifed with great fuccefs towards ‘the caltern

Lide. _1isidht T eF = wan
Propertic:




YOKE FROM THE HORN.
To face page 167— Lucer’s County Survey.

" Fig. 1. This Yoke confills of a flat piece of afh, about eight
inches wide in the middle, and reduced to about three inches
at the ends, (falling off like the handle of a battledore,) and
is ioned in length to the fize of the ox, the obje&
being jult to clear his fides from the traces, or chains, by
this s meant the diftance between the letters, A, A. This
board is lined with woollen cloth, and [tuffed with hair, To
an iron ftaple affixed at either end is hooked a long trace or
chain, which reaches from the extremities of the fwindle-
tree : it muft be obferved, that the dranght is confequently
from the neck, where the ftrength of that animal prevails,
and not at all from the horns, wo which the board is only
firapped, to t its falling off ; fo that the ox, rather
pulhes than g:l in this yoke. For further particulars, and ex-
periments, See King’s County Reports, Chapter 8, Barony
of Ballibritt.

Fig. 2. Reprefents the back-band for the horn yoke, the
infide is fluffed with hair, the circles at A are plates of iron,
nailed to the wood, which is of afh, i 4 inches long, and 3§
broad, concaved within, to lie acrofs the back of the ox:
from either end hangs a chain of § links, to which the traces
are hooked up.
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Proportion between Horfes and Oxen in the Plough,

Oxen are ufed in the plough very generally ; we
fhould enquire the proportion of the powers, of the
food that is requifite, and of the time of labour relating
to oxen and horfes, and fee then, which kind we ought
moft to value in the plough. |

With proper care an ox will in a few years time im-
prove in the plough, I mean in value, and from not
being worth £.10, when brought in, may, after {feveral
years of fervice, be worth double or treble that fum;
but an horfe, lf., not taken excellent care of, and fed
highly on corn, will reduce himfelf in the fame given
time not: to be worth /.5, though his colt may have
been at leaft /.15. The proportion of feeding in that
time is entirely in favour of the ox, as he will neither
confume fo much hay, nor will he require corn. A
horfe is more aétive and nimble in the harrow, and there
ought to be preferred, but an ox will work more fteady;
and yoke him from the head, he will work longer
than any horfe, as his natural ftrength lies in his neck.
By this mode of yoke all his powers are brought into
action, and, if an accident fhould happen to lame an
horfe, then the mifchief in point of value is far greater
than with the ox. Inftead of a team of 4 horfes for onc
purpofe, and fix oxen for another, as recommended for
Englifh practice (4 horfes being confidered as proportion-
ed to 6 oxen, when yoked from the fhoulder) Iimagine
that four oxen, fuppofe ftout fpayed heifers, yoked
from the forechead, would be fully equal to any
ploughing, and be able to do as much work as four
horfés, and two horfes would anfwer for harrowing, or

the other various calls in hufbandry.

Here
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Here follows the Expence of eack Team.

HORSES, (rour.)

L1 Ve
I';rt:nr.l:m ﬁfh:j*ﬁ::-rjnw::h at 54:; } 20 .0,-8
To 5o barrels of oats at 10r. . 25 o o
To 2z weeks grafs, at 115. 414, pcrwul: 1310 9§
To fhoeing, at one puipea and a balf
each l'.u:l-r‘lg through rhe year, . 6. 16 6
Repairs of harnefs, &c. - e Sd ol g0 el
£.76 12 3

OXEN, (rour.)

To 10 tons of ha;,r it §or. per ton Fnr]_

zo weeks, - > .8
Tng:wechgrlft.ltjnpﬂmt . It 4 o©
To repairs of harnefs, - Il ¥ o § ©

36 9 ©
Balance in faveur of Oxen, FT. R
L. 96 33"

Bgﬁdn, the oxen can be bought for 30 per cent. lefs
than horles, which with its intere(t ought to be taken into

-

SECT.



OF THE QUEEN'S COUNTY. 169

SECT. 4. General Subjedls.

This country is very populous. Stradbally is the
only town in the barony, and is a poft, fair, and mar-
ket town, having a very neat church and charter {chool;
itis thirty-cight miles diftant from Dublin, and fix from
Maryborough. The fituation is exceeding pretty, the
ftreets very wide, and houfes good, with fine full
grown elm trees in rows, and pleafingly fcattered
throughout : a very beautiful river divides it, over
which is thrown a bridge of three arches. ‘This is
by far, the neateft inland town in this county, or
any where elfe I know of. It lies low, and is furround-
ed with lofty hills, and the demefne of Vice Admiral
Cofby, on whofe cftate the town is built, confiderably
heightens the beauty of the fcene. On the oppofite
fide it is fkirted by the clegant feat of the Earl of
Roden, which bounds the improvements at Ballikil-

cavan. Several neat lodges and fine parks, are fcatter-
ed in the vicinity, and altogether it poffeffes much of
the appearance and neatnels of a beautiful Englith vil-
lage. 'Tisto be lamented, that not the leaflt {pecies of
manufacture, has ever been attempted in this town.

Excepting the gentry, the inhabitants are very poor,
but their houfes are neat and have the advantage

of the peafant’s cotrages through the country, which
argues their defire for induftry, that is indeed but
poorly gratified ; perhaps no place where there is
lefs  employmeat for the lower orders, and particu-
larly calls for the eftablilhment of fome fort of manu-

faétory, which in point of fituation it is well fitted for,
' having
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having the advantage of the grand canal in its vicinity,
and the navigation is now open to Dublin, Athy,
Leighlin, Carlow and Waterford. Fuel not dear, a
great fupply of water, and they have every necellary
of life in the adjoining diftri¢t on ealy rates. Potatoes
is their moft geneneral food, they feldom can procure
oatmeal 3 milk is a luxury entirely beyond their reach,
and they are quite fatisfied if they can fcrape together
the price of a piece of meat for Eafter or Chriltmas
fare. Their cloathing are the coarfeft frizes and ftuffs,
none of which or even their ftockings, have their
women any thing to do with the manufalture of
and except in harvelt time, their only employment
is the trifling cookery of their men’s diet. The want
of induftry with the women is remarkable here, and

fo habitual, as can fcarcely be expefted to be aban-
doned by the prefent generation: cottier’s wages, G6d.
in svinter, and 84. in fummer ; he pays 4os. for his
cow's grafs, the like for his houfe and one acre of
garden, and is permitted the privilege of pigs and
poultry, which fully pays his rent . and ¢ows mam-
tenanice : daily labourers have 10d. in winter, and 134.
in fummer. Tithes valued every year when the grain
is nearly ripe and every article chargeable but rape.
Beer wvery much increafed in demand, and the county
well fupplied from Doétor Lamphier’s brewery, with
an excellent beverage.

Roads and bridges are kept in fine repair, and in
this barony a particular and laudable cuftom prevails of
holding baronial meetings, which are attended by the
principal refident gentry and farmers, who confult on
the necellity of prefentments, and take good care, that
the expenditure of money goes through proper hands.
The grand juries are fo fenfible of its importance that

‘they fteadily refift all applications, that are not certifi-
S ed
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e By this batonial meeting. At Vicar’s town, three
miles froin Stradbally, is one of the grand canal ftages,
and the navigation runs throupgh the weftern range of
the barony, parallel with the river Barrow which is
its bounds, and divides it from the county of Kildare.
This part of the river abounds with fine trout, pike,
ell, and falmon, thefe fiheries are not claimed as
individual property, but are common to fportfmen,
who may chufe either to angle or draw with nets.
The Charter School contiguons to Stradbally, is very
well arrended to in every refpeft, and vifired once ﬂer]r
month by a committee of refident gentlemen, who pay
ftrict attention to its police, ceconomy, and the due care
of the childrén ~ Dublin bank notes enly are current.
A Tiberal fubfcription has fupported the poor in thefe
late diltreffing years, and with a redundancy now in
hands ; it is intended to purchafe coarfe yarn‘in Con-
naught, and give it to the women in Stradbally, to ens
. deavour to eftablih amongft them fome idea of ma-
nufaturé ; this is the firft arcempt of any thing of the
Kind here, and from the patronage of the humanc be-
nefaftors, who are anxious for its fuccefs, it will cer-
tliiﬂj,r be the fault of the poor,if they donot reap from
it both profit and inftruétion. On the {tream, which rons
through Stradbally, are three bolting mills, firuate m
an excellent corn country; the higher mills are the
property of Doftor Lamphier, now finithéd, and
confidered amongft the moft convenieatly conftruéted
around the country. They confift of fix floors, and
are fuppofed to be capable of clearing out, one hun-
dred and fifty, to one ‘“hundred and feventy bags of
flour, weekly, through the feafon, the fupply of water
being fuperior to any mills in the neighbourhood, and

th;jn]l better, the wheel is half breaft fhot, and another
T II. ,Lj II o, which

" - Pans
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which is full brealt fhot, is turned by the fame ftream,
and fupplies his brewery, all the machinery of which
it works. Stradbally mills, are fituate lower down i
the centre of the town on the fame f{tream, Mr.
James Grace is proprietor, the water wheel is breaft
fhot, and equal to manufacture one hundred and twenty

bags weekly, on an average through the year; and
Ballikilcavan mills, two miles ftill lower, have very ex-
tenfive and capital f{torage, and are fully equal to two
hundred bags weekly, in a good feafon ; the water
wheel, full breaft (hot, and thefe mills are in the pol-
feflion of Mr. John O'Mara. Adjoining Stradbally,
on the hills, are fome plantations rather antique, the

property of Admiral Cofby. Timber in this county
rates high, oak 3s. 64. per foot, ath 2s. 64. deal 1s.

1od. Elm 2s. 2d. but there is a fufficiency here for

the demand. Very little bog, and no walte ground at
all ; the hills to the very fummit are profitable fheep

walks. The Englith language is generally and almoft
univerfally fpoken.

In the twelfth century a conventunal monaftery for
Francilcan friars, was founded in Stradbally, by onc
of that famous clans of the O<Mores, who poffefled
this country, and in the revolutions which their lands
after experienced, had many mafters. It at length, with
the adjoining territory, became the property of the
Colby family, who have fince retained it ; and a remark-
able ftory is recorded, which infured the poflefiion to
‘that branch of the family, by whom it has been en-
joyed. An Irifh chief, envious of its having been trani-
ferred to Englith adventurers, fent the Cofbys a haugh-
ty meflage, that he on a certain day would crofs the
bridge of Stradbally with his foldiers, and demanded
for that purpofe a pafs ; which was the reputed form
“of a challenge in thofe times. To allow it would be
acknowledging the inferiority of the Colbys, and &

mark
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mark of pufillanimity which never was the charac-
teriftic of the anceftors of our gallant Admiral.

They ot courfe prepared to give the Irifh battle,
and were ranged to difpute the pafs with the enemy,

who came in great numbers atthe appointed tme.
The iffue of the battle was long doubtful, which
was fought with great bravery and perleverance ;
and at many times each party f{eemed certain of fuc-
cefs 3 viftory 4t length determined in favour of the
Colby’s ; but amongft the many brave men who fell that
day, was included the chiefs on both fides. With
Colby, alfo fell his brother and the joint pofleffor of
the eftate; and each had the benefit of furvivorfhip.
Their deaths were beheld by their ladies from a window
in the caftle, which overlooked the {cene ; and one of
them, at the inftant her hufband was killed, called out
to other witnefles, ¢ remember my hufband did not
« fall firft, confequently the eftate defcended to' him
“ and is now the property of my elde(t fon,” which re-
markable faying could not be forgot in the prefence of
{fo many witnefles, and determined the point in favour
of the child of this lady, whofe wary prudence and
unprecedented refolution fhewed a prefence of mind
as ftrong and fuperior to her fex, as her hardnefs of
heart and want of tendernefs was unbecoming it.

-~ The demefne of Stradbally hall, which is the refi-

dence of Admiral Colby, is not extenfive, but very
beautiful : the improvements are kept up in the moft
elegant and modern ftyle. Very fine plantations, and
{creens, are judicioufly difpofed ; and neat gravel walks,
bordered with evergreens and exotics interfet the
lawns. The{oil is not very fertile, nor the grafs lux-
wriant ; butits fituation and irregularities are very fa-
vourable for pleafure ground; which appellation it
juftly deferves. The approach is very handfome in

view of the houfe, which has lately been confiderably
enlarged
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enlarged by the Admiral ; and the {uit of rooms be-
low, which, refle{t great credit to the architect, are
planned with tafte, and have a molt iplendid cfieét.
They are jultly efteemed, the grandelt apartments ia
the County, and the charming views from their wio-
dows highly enrich. the {cene,

The mill fiream winds through the demelne, and ita
banksare covered with: full grown timber, which have
the moft agreeable effect. We may truly fayy if Strad-
bally hall is not as extenfive .as - other demefnes yet in
neatnels and beauty, it cannot be exeelleds -

- Four miles fouth of Stradbally, is the Dun of Clo-
poke, or * Dun-Cluin-Poic. It was a caftle: or habitation,
firnated on an infolated rock, or 4s fome fay a famous
fort. In this rock are fome curions cavitiesy Which evi-
dently are not the work of art, . ‘FThe fummit of the
rock is a plain, with fome feil, and has a beautiful
verdure 3 an-inclofure. of mountain flone, not cement-
ed hy mortar, formerly encircled this plain; and the
entrance faced towards the South Welk. The original
Irith mode of building was confpicnons here, without
mortar, ds is aflferted ; but that'period muft have been
very remote, for the round towers in this kingdom
arc of fuch antiquity, that their ufe or date ‘was never
clearly afcertained; yerin them the {tones are cemented
with fuch a compoft as féew other antique buildings can
fhew any thing equal to. "Iis admitted they were
built before Chriflianity was introduced in this Iile,
and it 'is very certain fo was this habitation ar Clo-
poke. There were fome Druidical charafters on an
apparent tomb ftone, in an adjoining field, on which an-
tiguaridns fay were thefe words ¢ Hy Mordha” or the
great king. This originally was the property of the
ﬂ‘m the chieftains of Leix. The approach to
ol smr this
fﬁ'mmﬂpmnunm& Bq-un o ];}mn,m the Elft lan-

guagee .
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this Dun is up a fteep, and very uneven rock, and one
of the county roads crofles the mountain. The plantati-
ons, and romantic views along the range of hills, have
celebrated this beautiful place as one of the molt piftu-
refque; and juftly admired curiofities in this county,
which diftinction- it certainly deferyes ; and the ad-
joining fertile lands of Timoge have the richelt palture,

o o~

w
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BARONY OF SLEWMARGY.

SECTION 1.

Agriculture.

THIS barony contains near 13,000 acres, in the ex-
cellence of grafs-lands and intrinfic value in its rich
and extenfive coal mines, it is far fuperior to any
‘other in the county.

The foil is wvery deep, rich, and favourable
to grafs, which is heavy and luxuriant, confe-
quently more managed in palture than tillage; the
proportion of the barony may be three-fourths grafs.
Their tillage is firlt broken for potatoes, without ma-
nure, which fets for eight or nine guineas per acre,
fucceeded with the like crop, and fet at {ame price;
next follows wheat, fowed immediately after potatoes
are dug out; or fome farmers make winter fallow and
fow barley, with which they again let the ground into
grals. Oats is not a favourite crop, when fown, it

fucceeds
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fucceeds thofe preceding, but the ground is generally
let into grafs with wheat or barley, and ardficial graffes,
as rye grafs, red and white clover, and Englith' hay-
feed. A well tilled acre of potatoes will produce
120 barrels, which rate at about 8s. per barrel;
the wheat acre averages eight barrels, barley fixteen,
oats fourteen. Green crops are cultivated for winter’s
food, as turnips and tranfplanted rape; the former
greatly difcouraged by the unreafonable quantities ftolen
by the peafantry; thefe crops generally are fowed in
new ground, and preceded by wheat or barley. Ave-
rage price of land through the barony, 4os. per acre,
plantation meafure. Horfes and oxen are impartially
ufed in the plough; fix are yoked for {liff lay ground,
but very feldom are required ; four more generally do
all the work, and two in lighter ploughings fometimes
anfwer ; they yoke all their cauwtle with collars and
hames, and fome of the improved implements of huf-
bandry are feen here. William Cooper, Efq. of Cooper
Hill, has lately brought from Eogland an excellent
plough, entirely appropriated for cutting drains; I
have not feen a model with the Dublin Socicty yet;
‘tis worked with fix ftrong horfes or bullocks, and in
this country is peculiarly beneficial, which only wants
proper attention to draining, to attain the fummit of
perfection, it being naturally fo exceedingly luxuriant
and fertile. Colonel Rochfort, of Cloghrenan, has got
Mr. Elkington’s boring apparatus, which has been tried
wnhgn::l: fuccefs ; alfo, the iron horfe rakes for ga-
thering hay, and a complete threfhing machine, after
the Society’s plan ; thefe rakes are from nine to twelve
feet long, each of which are drawn by one horfe, and
will fave the daily labour of fifteen men. Fifty acres

of meadow were faved at Cloghrenan with two of thefe
YOL. I.- - N by
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by a few children and eight men in ten days only; 2
very important matter, of confiderable, {aving indced,
and which well deferves adoption.

Fegelable crops.

““"Phe foil is peculiarly well adapted to vegetable
crops, and the principal purfuit being in the breeding
and feeding of fheep and black cattle, thefe ought to
be the crops deferving all their care; a nice tillage
and frequent hoeing would yield turnips as fine as any
country could produce. Sainfoin and Lucerne would
thrive admirably in this greatr depth of {vil; after cutting
the plants, the {tubble fhould be harrowed, and it may
be cut two or three times a year; it grows to a great
height and bloffoms, and will laff for feveral years.
An acre of this grafs would fupport more than two
cows for the fummer ; the value may be eafily feen fu-
perior to any thing we know of.

SecT. 2. Paflure.

THE grafs is vegetated in a very fine dark loam;
rye grals has been nearly naturalized here, and comes
in very early ; the greater part of the pafture, (about
two-thirds,) is appropriated to fattening and dairy;
the remaining third to [heep, of which the breed is ar-
rived to very great perfeftion indeed. T have feen
fome of Mr. Fithburne’s fheep, which the beft reputed
Englith feeders nced not be athamed of ; they have

becen
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been produced from Mr. Dexter’s breed; black cattle
are not lefs forward in eflimation and improvement.
Colonel Rochfort has now a very fine flock of
the Leicefterfhire breed, imported at confiderable ex-
pence. Sir John Parnell bas contributed to this flock,
which are altogether very beauntiful. The black cattle
are fent from hence to Dublin, Cork, Limerictk, and Wa-
terford, regularly every feafon, in a fmall proportion,
confidering the extent; and excellence of the feeding
ground ; but Carlow market, to which town this barony
nearly extends, affords a great confumption, being thick-
ly inhabited by gentry and opulent traders; its populatis
on is very great, and perhaps no town in Ireland is better
furroonded with fine demefnes, which are all refided
on by a wealthy and fpirited gentry. In Carlow mar-
ket is a good demand for every commodity fent from
hence. The great burter market theré greatly encou-
rages the dairies in this county, for which the ground
is naturally kind and favourable, and perhaps in no part
of Ircland does butter fell for fuch good prices.
Many buyers here have commiffions from the provifion
houfes in Waterford, to which it is all fent by the Bar-
row navigation. 'The wholefale price this [ummeér was
L.7 per cwt. The breed of horfes has not been fo
mugh negleéted as I have before feen;tho’ thegeneral ex-
cufe for thelr decline was, that land was become too dear
and valuable, for the precarious chance of brood marts ;
yet here, where land is truly valuable, this purfuit is not
negle@ed. The general price of the flock of this
county is regulated by Waterford and Dublin markets,
with which they pretty fteadily keep pace. The river

Barrow, which divides this barpny from the county of
Carlow, is navigable to Athy and Monafterevan, in

each of which towns it joins a branch of the Grand

canal extending there ; of courle their grain of cvery

b ol N 2 . kind
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kind bears a good price, and gives them the advantage
of Dublin rates, which regulate their prices. Natural

grals is very heavy, dead and fappy, and, except in fine
weather, with great difficulty is faved iato hay; their
procefs is confequently tedious ; for a long time teaded
out, and progreffively made into lap, grals, and tramp
cocks, which always remain in the field ’till the harvelt
is got up, when a great quantity of this fine hay goes
to walte ; and their rich after-grafs, then in its prime,
is cut up and deftroyed by drawing off the crop, which
vwo months earlier fhould have been ricked in their hag-
gards. Butter is the principal produce of their dairies,
and for the buttermilk there is a great demand ; little
cheele is made in this part of the country, that trade is
principally confined to the Slieve Bloom mountains,
already obferved. In Carlow, is alfo a great demand
for all hides and tallow, of which the average price is
=d. per Ib.; and the woollen manufaftures there in-
fure a good wool market to all the neighbouring
country. The fheep walks are generally very good,
and have lately been laid down in excellent heart, with
a well chofen artificial herbage ; but fome of the finelt
lands I have feen in thefe extenfive walks are fhamefully
fuffered to be over-run with thiftles, of which feveral of
the occupiers may boaft very luxuriant crops, and this
ground is rented at qov. per acre. Iam fure the landlord
will agree with me, thar an additional rent of 10w
per acre would be a good experiment to enfure bet-
ter management and more activity from fuch {lothful

Lepanis.
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Breed of Catile.

In this country, poffefling a {oil fo particularly adapt-
ed for fattening and for breeding cartle, it is worthy
our attention, by all poflible means to affift the natural
advantages, which are fo confpicuous, and by artificial
ones, to produce a breed of cattle no way interior to
the beft in England, which is certainly within our
reach. The obfervation is worthy of record, which
was made by that eminent breeder Mr. Honeyburn,
that he confidered our native breed of black cattle fu-
perior to that of England, the general run, and ought
to be a ftimulus to us, to leave nothing undone to ve-
rify the affertion, This can only be effeCted by intro-
ducing into our herds bulls of the improved breed,
and to have a choice of thefe bulls, cach of which will
be eftimable in fome particular point, and where we fee
the cow defeltive in that point, to put her to the bull,
which excells there ; the high degree of eftimation, in
which the improved breed is now held, is more particu-
larly for their aptitude to fat when young, and quickly
grow toa great fize, and alfo for fattening on lefs
ground, and much {ooner than the native breed. Their
fuperiority is in this cafe indubitably afcertained ; but
taking them into confideration for dairy purpofes, they
are as much inferior to the native breed, and no expe-
rienced dairy-man would have any thing to do with
them.

In the rearing of the improved breed, too much care
often defeats the intention, and fome men of {pirit, after
giving a large price for calves of this kind, have turned
them in to their belt and richeft paftures, which are

;s entirely
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entirely mifapplied ; too often, from thefe parks, parti-
cularly in fuch ground as this barony boaflts of, young
cattle get the diftemper called the black-leg, by which the
beaft is loft, and with it the occupation of the land,
that might have {fo profitably been employed ; this is 2
caution deferving our attention, and perhaps many
there are, who can bear witnefs to the faft. ’Tis moft
furely and undeniably defirable, to procure that breed
of cattle for fattening, which throws up the fineft flefh
and the leaft offal. In this cafe, the Leicefterfhire, or
. long-horned breed, is confefledly fuperior. We have
fr:gu:nt inftances of their coming to pe:f:fhnu very
young, ¢ven at four years, and when they are in prime
order at that age, it is too great a temptation to with-

hold them from market, to try the experiment, what
they might be at 10 or 16 years of age. 'We have daily
experience of our own cows cnntmmng good milkers
until paft that age, and indubitably in the long run
will make as good a profit as the Englith cow, taking
the intereft of money and cvery other item into ac-

count,
_But the farmer fhould choofe his ftock according

to the purpofes they are intended for, and firlt con-
fult what purfuit in hufbagdry his land is proper
for. In t;ipﬁn Eif; 'tis gvidently o for feeding cattle,
and the Leicefterfhire breed will alluredly prove the
moft produtive, and ought principally to be re-
garded,

SECT.
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SecTt. 3. JLarume. "y

~ Are of {mall extent, generally fpeaking, from 10 to
§0 ACTCS, rowards the colliery mounntains, where potatoes
and oats only are tilled. Inthe low-lands all the ground
s under fheep and black cattle, but what little tillage is
neceffary for ftraw and family confumption ; but many
feeders have farms alfo without the barony, to which
they occafionally remove their ftock ; this makes it
very difficult to afcertain the number of tattle fed here,
or {ent from hence for flaughter. The rents of moune
tain farms are from 37 to TOs. per acre; AVETAET Os. §
low-lands from j0s. to §Of. OF Gos. ; average 45s. 6d.
and ‘well worth this valuation. Farm heufes not good,
wretched towards ieri |
ferving that appellation j the tenant repairs all: two
horfes are proportioned to 20 acres. Fields from five
to eight acres in tillage, and fheep-walks from fifty to
+wo or three hundred. Fences excellent, and favours
.ble to thorn, but not much pains taken with them j
they decay below from the luxuriance of their tops;
which are never dreffed 3 little draining hitherto, but
already fpoken of, and lime their chief manure.

Buicks.

The luxariance of hedges, particolarly of white thorn,
hews how well the foil is adapted for their produtti-

on. In quicking ditches, care ought to be paid 10
weeding the plants, whillt they mpnnnﬁmin:ﬂiﬂﬁ
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in the fummer, and hoeing them will certainly forward
their vegetation. Making a fence of dead thorn to pre-
ferve the quick in their infancy is an excellent method,
and where the thorn can be had, it ought never to be
negle€ted. This preferves them from fheep, that are
very fond of nibbling at their tender buds. If they
fhould gnaw the quick, it would be advifeable to cut
it down nearly to the furface, and it will foon fprout

. DECT. 4. General Subjefs.

THis country is very populous, remarkably fo abous
the collieries. Ballickmoyler village, the eftate of
of William Cooper, Efq. and jult contignous to Cooper
Hill, is the only one in the barony, half of which has
been in ruins fince the rebellion, but is now repairing ;
it has a patent for two fairs, and a weekly market, the
latter little frequented, fince the times grew difturbed.
The honfes in the village are tolerably good and com-
fortable, but from this to the collieries they are very
wretched.  The fuel through all this country is (tone-
coal ; the clothing is a remarkably coarfe kind of frize,
but warm ; potatoes and ocatmeal their food. Cottiers
are well paid, their wages average 1od. through the
year. Labourers from 134. to 164., and in harvelt
2s. 2d. per day. The pealantry are ambitious of a gay
appearance, and thongh coarfely, yet they are gaudily
drefled on holydays.. Tithe is valued every year ; for-
mr.-r!y there was a modus and very reafonable, but
glﬂ]r ‘increafed by tithe proftors. Beer in much

Ertnttr
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greater demand and eftimation from the decline of
{pirits. The bridges and roads in this barony are the
worlt in the county, or, I believe, in the province. The
whole road tax raifed on the barony is always ex-
haufted on the colliery road, which will be more par-
ticularly {poken of juft now. Though enormous as this
tax is, yet it is not half fufficient to keep this road in re-
pair, and this accounts why every other road in the ba-
rony is neglefted. The coal mines are the principal
ones in the county, and here have alio been worked iron
mines, but long fince have been difcontinued. Brick clay
is had very good and in great quantities ; marl is alfo
found in many places, its calcareous quality very rich.
The river Barrow here abounds with all kinds of frefb
water fifh of the fineft kind,and falmon alfo in the feafon,
but no particular property in the fifhery. No fchool or
charitable inftitution eftablifhed heres; yet the poor
{chools are numerous and full of children. The beft gen-
‘lemen farmers are Mr. Cooke of Rofena, and Mr. Fifh-
burne, who refides in Carlow, but holds a great traft
of land in this barony. The former gentleman has
made very great improvements by draining and manur-
ing above 300 acres of his extenfive fheep walks
the laft fommer, and was executed in fuch a capital
ftyle as really refleéts much credit to himfelf. “They
are an excellent fample of what this county is equal to,
when carefully arttended; and indeed Mr. Cooke's
neighbours may be prond of fo enterprifing and fpirited
a farmer amongft them. Mr. Fifhburne’s fheep are of the
beft breed, he has little to do in tillage. Dublin Bank
notes are current, but no fpecie feen, and they are obliged
to traffick with the worft poffible filver change from the
colliery mint, not having any other. I have feen no manu-
falture of any kind, but a little linen made by the peafan-
try for their own wear; but a prolific country, fuel cheap

wnd
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"

plenty, and abundant fupplies of water render the firg.
ation peculiarly favourable to aniwer any purpole.
Iron ore in the hills, and the {trong {tone-coul {o conve.
nient to work it, with the advantage of the navigation
adjoining, particularly point out the great probable
benefit might acrue from this {pecies of manufalture,
fo important to the proprietors and the nation ar large,
Mr. Colclough’s bolting-mill, at Annville, is equal
to manufacture four thoufand barrels of wheat annu-
ally, is the beft mill in the barony, and the water wheel
is under-fhot. Mr. Burn, of Slaty, has a new bolting
mill, contiguous to a very neat and improved {mall
demefne; tis equal to turn out fifty bags of flour weck-
ly, and the water wheel is breaft-thot; and Mr. Tierney
has a fmall bolting-mill of inconfiderable powers. There
are alfo two prift mills for country work, with good
{cites and plenty of water.
Cloghrenan demefne, the feat of Colonel Rochfort,
contains two hundred and eighty acres of wood ; a few

years back, a confiderable part of the old woods were
copfed up, and all are now extremely vigorous and

flourithing. This demelne is fituated in both this, and
the county of Carlow. The entrance through the old
caftle, divides the counties, and is moft happily pictu-
refque and antigne. The back lawn is exceedingly

beantiful, highly adorned with full grown foreft trees,
with fomeof the fineft and groffeft afh I have feen, topped

by the beft cultivated mountains in the kingdom, and
the rifing wood gives this naturally beautiful {pot the
moft charming effet. The farm yard is detached at a
proper diftance, and moft judicioufly planned with every
fuitable office. I have not feen a demeine could be
more highly improved at a {mall expence, and from
the aftivity and the refined talte of the propricter,
who has the purfuit earneftly in view, we may certain-

S 1y
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ly expeét to fee Cloghrenan flourifh in that fplendor,
of which it is truly capable.

Mr. Cooper's feat has alfo been very well wooded 5 he
is yet extending his plantations with great talte and
judgment. The demefne contains one hundred and
thirty acres of the richeft land, fo luxuriant that it can-
not be appropriated to tillage. Confiderable ornamental
improvements have been made by the prefent proprie-
tor ; the profpeft of the adjoining county of Carlow,
and all the fine demefnes there, with Carlow town
and the furrounding mountains, are feen from the
front windows, and comprize a view of as rich a
country, as can be prefented to the eye. Charles Ward
Efgr : of Hollymount has alfo fome young fcreens
getting up rapidly, and he will doubtles increafe them,
to adorn a demefne capable of great improvement, which
he feems not to negleét, and is about to build a capi-
tal manfion houfe, Harman Fitzmaurice, Efg: has a
rich demefne, which lies very high, and commands a
moft extenflive view over feveral counties. Timber
rates very high, but not much now for fale ; oak fclls
for 4s. per foot, ath 35 deal 25 Except the bogs
on the mountains, there are none other here, but
they are of fimall extent, and no other walte ground

in the barony ; thefe could be eafily drained from the
great natural fall, and itis all they require to render
them valuable dairy ground. The rents of {imall farms
of from ten to fifty acres, are paid by butter princi-
pally. The mountain ground is fet from 2s. 64. to,
10s. per acre; but I conceive not for half the value.
The men are, generally {peaking, remarkably induftri-
ous, and earn much money, which they are too prone
to lavith in whifkey, but the greater number of the
women are very idle, and not one fourth of their time
profitably ¢mployed. They all talk the Englifh and

Irifh



188 STATISTICAL SURVEY

Irifh language with equal fluency, but amongft thems

felves more generally converfe in the latter tongue. In

this barony are feveral fmall eftates of from ten to fif-
teen acres, original grants from Cromwell to his fol-
diers 5 fo fmall a complement to be allotted as a reward

of merit, fo long ago, proves the fuperior elfimation
thefe lands were held in. It is worthy of remark, that
in this rich and extenfive barony there is not one parifh
church now exifting ; thereis fervice each week alter-
nately at Ballickmoyler, and at the Reftor’s houfe ar
Sheffield near Ballylynam : a very numerous congrega-
tion attends even from the collieries. There was for-
merly a monaftery at Clonagh ; a fine fteeple was ereét-
ed here, and was pulled down by the barbarian, who
tenanted the ground, for the fake of the limeftone, of
which it was built. The ruins of the monaftery are
yet to be feen with the veftige of a curious arch.
Ar Slaty, are the ruins of the parith church, and one
of thole high ftone croffes, peculiar to rthis ifland.
Killabin has alfo the ruins of a very extenfive church,
this parifh is the moft confiderable in the barony. 1’
fhall conclude the baronial furvey of this fine county,
with a particular and accorate account of the ftate of
the collieries, which are of the utmoft importance to the
nation, and a great part of which is fupplied with
fuel from thefe pits, as well for manufaéture as for
culinary ufes. The moft confiderable of the many, which
are worked in thele hills, are the Donaan collieries, the
eftate of the Hartpole family, but rented by Meflrs.
Billing and Dillon, at nine hundred pounds per annum.
Next rate thofe at Ardatagle and Coolane, the eftate
of Harman Fitzmauvrice, Efg. both in his own poflef-
fion. Tollerton, the eftate of J. Stapleton, Efg. in his
eccupation. Rufhes, the eftate of Dean Walfh, alio
.1'..- L ! h
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hiz own pofleffion. Ballilehane, the eftate of J. Oving-
ton, Efq. who likewife works his pits; and Corgee the
eftate of the Hartpole family, rented by Meflts. Billing
and Dillon. There is a fteam engine at Donaan col-
liery only, it difcharges one hogfhead per ftroke, and
is equal to twenty-four hogiheads per minute; this
is its greateft power, but is quite too quick ; eight
ftrokes are the more gencral rate. In this and all the
igh collieries, a great wafte of coal is made by leav-
mg pillars of it to fupport the ftuff over head, which
m the low collieries is not requifitc; the pillars of
ftone are introduced, aud the rock being fo ftrong
anfwers every purpofe. Here a barrel of coal con-
fifts of fix hundred weight, is fold for 6s. per barrel
to the coal carriers, who retail them through the
county ; the colliers, who raife them, are paid 2. 64.
per barrel for their labour. At Mr. Fitzmaurice's col-
liery, they get a proportionable fhare, about half the
quantity raifed, but then they find candles, and every
fpecies of working implements and apparatus; no fteam
engine has yet been introduced here, which is the great
difadvantage thefe collieries labour under, for the coal
in thefe pits is many times more valuable than in the
old ones. As you dip the hill the mine is almolt all
coal, and little or no culm.  They are at prefent com-
pletely funk. Anidea may be formed of the worth of
thefe pits, when, without the afiftance of an engine,
and not 1+, capital in the trade, except the coft of finking
ity f37 lterling clear profit per week, has been return-
ed from the old pits to the proprietor, and the new coal
would be well worth sew three times that fum ; but
nothing effe€tual can be done without an engine, aod
too feldom are country gentlemen-inclined to advance fo
much money in a fpeculation of this kind as would
purchafe one : 'tis a pity then, that the valuable collieries
of
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of this county fhould be almoft entirely negleted for
want of capital, when partnerfhips with monied men
could be fo eafily eftablifhed, who only are fecking for
means to employ their cafh to advantage. 'lhe pits
in all thefe collieries are funk in 2 regular circle abont
fix feet diameter, and from four to fix yards the
rock is ufually found ; this loole covering of the rock
is funk for gs. 5d. per yard, and is generally a {trong
clay. The rock, which is a green flone, is ufually-
from ten to fifty yards thicky-and immediately under

The next tem yards cofls two guineas per yard, be-
ing confiderably more difficult to work, and much
water interrupts them; for ten yards deeper, they
are paid three guineas per yard, on account of the
confiderable encreafe of water, and for the remaning
diftance they are paid from four to eight guineas per
yard, according to the flow of water. A wind-
lafs is placed over the hole, the water being wound
op in hogfhcads, and they are obliged to work both
day and night conftantly, to prevent being flooded.
 Great danger attends this, as nothing is to preferve
the folks below, fhould the rope break, which me-
lancholy accident too often occurs. When a flrong
black flate is met, inftead of the hard green rock, the
labour cofts but half price, it is fo eafily worked.
‘The colliers find tools, iron, fteel, ropes, bafkets,
&c¢. &c.; and in confequence of the faving of gun
powder, the proprictor procures this material, but
deduéts its coft from the workmens wages. When
the coal is found, they begin to work in at either fide,
and to each pit arc a certain number of colliers ap-
*‘thud, whofe bufinefs is quite diftinét; fix men;

who

-
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who are called clearers, pick round the blocks of
coal ; one breaker follows, who breaks the blocks
with a ftrong hammer and iron fledge; next comes
a filler, who loads the coal on fledges termed fkips,
that are fhod with iron; then from one to four
hurriers, who draw the fledge according to the dif~
tance from the fpot, where the coal is worked, to the
mouth of the pit; each hurrier draws his load twenty
yards, which is a ftage; it is there raifed with
a windlafs by two pullers above, and when a pit is
double worked, that is, at eéach fide, there mull be
two crews or double the number of hands. In
Donaan pits and Caftlecomber collieries in the adjoin-
ing county of Kilkenny, a pit double worked will
employ about fixty hands, the vein of coal being fo
much thicker. In the depth of the vein after cight-
een inches, every fix inches additional will give the
proprictor more thaa an additional third profit. Each
crew works ten hours conftant, and then a new crew
replaces them ; they take tobacco, bread, drink, &c
with them, but mever fleep below, the ftrongeft con-
flitution not being proof againft colds, which are very
fevere. ‘Thefe pits, like all vaults, are ceol in fummer,
and warm in winter ; the colliers are well able to
carn from 3 to 55 per day at their trade, and would
be all wealthy but from the unconquerable propen- .
fity to whilky, which confumes all their profits.
They confider it particularly hazardous to work' on
any defeription of holyday, and feadily refufe to go
downinto the pits for any confideration, but fpend their
day between the chapel and dram fhop; and their
devotion and debauch generally terminate in a pitch-
ed battle. The great difadvantage, thefe collieries
labour under, is the great flow of water, which but
requires fleam engines to clear it off ; and the roads
from
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from thence, for feveral miles, are perhaps as bad as can
be feen. It isfurprifing, more attention has not been
paid to this particular, as a turnpike road would certainly
produce a revenue equal to any {um requifite for keeping
it in the belt poilible repair; 1500 cars on the *Cooper
Hill road only, have often been counted pafling in one
day, and from Carlow to Donaan, the road counld be
made three miles (horter than the prefent one; this
would certainly meet no oppofition from any party,
as an unreafonable tax would be faved to the barony,
and the carrier, for 24d. per day toll, could bring two
journies to Carlow, inftead of one, from the low col-
lieries, and let a {lranger view the road in its prefem
ftate, he would fuppofe the coft of the entire load
would be too little for the labour of carriage. A
remarkable place, called the cut of Killefhin on
the way to the collieries, and about three miles from
Carlow, is perhaps as great an artificial curiofity as can
be produced, in this or any other county. It commen-
ces on the rife of the mountain, and is the main road to
the colliery. This pafs runs through a lofty hill for
above half a mile in length, and is from ten to forty
feet deep, according to the afcent of the ground; itis
only four feet four inches wide, cut through the folid
quarry, and {o marrow, that the car has barely room
to pafs, the wheels fcraping either fide of the rock,
and was the axle-tree but half an inch wider than
four feet four inches, it never could pafs through;
confequently all the axle-trees of the cars are fitted
to this meafure. The conftant low of water here, and
the friction of the wheels, cuts the rock, and has oc-

cafioned

~ % IF on this road only, fo many cars have been counted to
in one day on their way to Carlow and Munfler, how
many muft be alfo engaged in the trade to the King’s County,
E;ﬂul Contl.lught,. &c.
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cafioned this extraordinary excavation, which has
been reduced to its prefent great depth jn the (hort
{pace of thirty years, as at that period fuch another
cut was abandoned, and this new road given the
colliers by the late Mr. FLlII:I:I.EI.I.’IﬂE: The carrier, as he
approaches either end of this gap, hollows londly, and
the found is eafily conveyed throngh this narrow pal-
{age to the further extremity, to prevent their meeting,
which fometimzs occurs, in which cafe the driver of the
empty car muft back out his horfe the ronghelt, worlt
poffible road, which all their horfes are well ufed to.
It often occurs, that the drivers meet here ; being drunk
they omit to hollow, and a battle furely takes place,
when the vanquithed gives the way. Our lurprife will
ftill be increafed to find no other road for troops to ad-
vance from Carlow garrifon, to this lawlefs region,
when a few infurgents over head could annoy or def-
troy a whole regiment, there not being room even to

level 2 mufket beyond perpendicular elevation. Thofe
fafts argue the want of a good road to a diftriék,

where every defcription of defaulter has protetion
with the inhabitants, and laughs at the law, fecure be-
yond its reach. But the unreafonable cefs of one fhil-
ling and fixpence per acre thro' the barony, for repairing
the colliery roads only, is full as ftrong an argument
for the adoption of a proper turnpike road, which, in-
deed, démands the ferious confideration of the legilla-
ture, and could, with the neceflary bridges, be com-
pleted for a com paratively fimall fum, and its tolls would
certainly pay in fummer on an average, £ .10 fterl. every
day. Eﬂﬂuﬂ'ﬂﬂm to this remarkable cut of E:llcﬂun.
are the ruins of a church of the {ame name, which has
a very antique and highly ornamental entrance in the
 Doric order, of really excellent workmanthip, and

around which is an infeription, in very old Saxon cha-
VOL. 1. 0 ralters,
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rafters, but fo battered and abufed as almoft totally

defaced. Adjoining this church was a Danifh rath,
encircled with a very deep fofle. This place is re-
markable for having once been the chief town in the
Queen’s county in difturbed times, though not a ftone
building now ftanding, except the ruins juft mentioned.
Here was the county gaol and court houfe, where the
affizes were held, and the governor's manfion, which
was a fine building ; alfo a fort, and pudlic buildings,
of which there is now notrace. The ftone {tocks and
gallows {tood the wreck of time the longeft, and their

fites are pointed out by the old people, in whofe recol-

lection they yet are. But, excepting the ruins of the
church, not a ftone now remains over ground, of this

once celebrated town, nor the flighteft veltige of its
entrance, but by turning up the fod you find immenfe
heaps of ftones covered with mortar, and now dug for
to repair the roads. :

At Slaty, are the ruins of a fmall church, which, "tis
faid, was originally a place of great confequence called
Sleibteach, or the houfe near the mountains, and that an
ancient church and bifhoprick was founded here by St.
Fiech, in the sth century, and afterwards tranflated to
Leighlin. This church is now the only remains of this
ancient bifhoprick ; in the church-yard are two {tone
croffes apparently of the ninth century.

Taking a general furvey of the collieries, about 12,00
hands are daily employed, but were all the pits at work,
that number might be doubled, exclufive of the men
and boys, who attend the cars, which cannot be lefs

than 3000.

CHAPTER
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CHAPTER XV.

o

RELATING T0 THE COUNTY AT LARGE.

RURAL ECONOMY.

SECTION 1.

Labour.

I HAVE fhewn, that labour is contrated for by
rafk-work, and by daily hire. The cottier’s pay thro’
the year, including his privileges, is fully equal to
1s. 1d. per day; the daily labourers, who works at will,
does not exceed 10d. per day, on an average thro’ the

year.
The women, who may be employed in hufbandry,

have 6dh, per day.

SecT 2. Prouifons.

Provisions are rather dearer in this county than io
thofe adjoining, and this is accounted for by the num-
ber of refident gentry, and the towns well inhabited by

awealthy traders. I believe, the average of their meat
0 2 markets
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markets may be from one penny to three halfpence per
pound lefs than Dublin rates. Geefe fell for 1s. 104,
per couple ; turkeys, 3s. 8d.; ducks, 15 4d.; bar.
door fowl, 1s. 8d. ; chickens, 6d. to 10d. Fifhis pretty
plenty, but brought from the fea-ports by hawkers;
eels are large and plenty, but the mifchief done by the
weirs, is not compenfated by the fupoly of this fih,
for which they are entirely erefted.

Corn is advancing in price; wheat has for leven years
back been rifing gradunally, and in that period the ave-
rage price will be found to be 30s. per barrel; oats,
12s. 3 bere and barley, 20s. to 22s. ¢d. 3 potatoes, 23d.
per {tone.

Fuel.

In turf fuel they are well fupplied, and the average
price of 120 ftatute kifhes is equal to .16s, clamped
on the bog; a horfe will readily carry two of thefe
kifhes at one draft, . Coal is abundantly had in Slew-
margy where turf is fcarce, and foon may be expelted o
be turned to the advantage of a great part of the ifland,
when a proper navigation (hall be tﬂ'?ffl:ﬂ from thence,
to meet the Grand canal. -
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POLITICAL ECONOMY.
SECTION L
Roadr.

TAKING a general furvey of this county, roads
are in excellent order, and uniformly kept up fo; the
breadth of the road is fully fufficient, and the country
furnifhes materials of the beft kind, in every diftrift,
for their repairs ; wherever bog interferes, the drains
at either fide are kept open, and Icoured up, which
makes thefe roads no way inferior to thofe in the up-
lands.

SeEcT. 2. Canals.

Tue branch of the Grand canal to Athy, is thé
only perfeft one in the county, and the judicious care,
and ftri€t attention to that whole navigation, is too
well known to require any obfervations.

On
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On the intended colliery canal, I have already ven-
tured my fentiments, and I fincerely hope my fears
may be groundlefs, if the direftors fhould differ in
opinion from me.

It may be friendly to offer hints for its improvement ;
{fuch were my motives, and as fuch, I trufl, they will
be received.

The value and importance of inland navigation to a
ftate, and Parh-::ﬂl::r!}r as affe€ting agriculture, is fo ob-
vious, that it merits the affiftance and proteftion of
every well wilher to his country.

OECT. 3 < 4- Fairs and wrrH_y markels.

" Tuese are feverally held through the county, and
are high in the eftimation of the principal Leinfter
graziers. In the tables, that appear in the following
pages, they are particularly noted; as alfo, are the

weekly markets,
Sect ¢. Commerce and Manufaliure;.

Serces and [tuffs are the principal, and of thefe I
have already fhewn the county hitherto enjoyed a trade,
amounting to no lefs than /. 100,000 fterling, annually.
The decreafe of this branch will necellarily fend many
hands to agriculture, if fome means are not adopted

for its prefervation.
=y | The
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The other commerce of the county, I have fhewn, is
deeply engaged in the rearing of ftore and fat cattle.
The produce of dairies, wheat, corn, and flour, are
fent from hence to Dublin market.

In the linen manufacture they are not at all engaged,
and on the whole, their countryis rich and fertile ; the
farmers tolerably wealthy, and the principal part of the
country bleffed with the proteftion of a highly refpelt-

able and refident gentry.
It is difficult to afcertain, what is the annual revenue

of the collieries ; the late Lord Wandesford has de-
clared, that he cleared on an average from his  pits
8cool. per annum, and in one year they returned him
13,000l.

The carrier pays on an average about 15s. per ton
for the coal, and charges according to the diftance he
carries it, he will think himfelf well paid, if he gets
equal to 5s. per day for his own and his horfe’s hire ;
there is no ftated price at the pits for the coal, (hould
{trangers fend their horfes there, as every impofition 18
pra&tifed, when the colliers are permitted to make their
own laws ; by previous application to the proprietor,
this can be remedied ; at Ardatagle the coal now fells
from 10 to 12s, per ton, though not inferior to the

beft; the profit to the proprietor is about 10 or 115, i
the pound fterling,

I thould have ftated, that all thefe pits vary as to the
quality, ftonefcrults fometimes appearing, which will be
cleared off generally in a day or two ; as the vein rifes
or dips; from the immenfe depth and range of
this mineral it is no way hazardous 1o afTert, that it is
capable of fupplying this Ifland with coal for centuries
to come, and alfo to anfwer every demand might be for
exportation ; the want of {team-engines is the principal

inconvenience,
CHAPTER
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CHAPTER XVII.
Of the nﬁﬂrﬁtj of #fﬂﬁring jﬂm'ﬁ to farming.

A PITH.ETHT i'll, wl:unh fo many and widely dif-
fmnt branches, of fcience are involved, can never
be fuccefsfully followed, but by the clofeft attention,
and furely requires as careful and long a {fervice to attain
a due knowledge of, as any other art whatever.

Of the truth of this affertion, the I'.ngltﬂ:n farmers
are fully fenfible, and take great pains to find out

the moft intelligent and (kilful mafters, to whom they
=ppr=nncv= their {fons. |
Many of thefe are extenfive farmers, who will have

frnm five to ten apprentices at one time, and will re-
ceive with them very confiderable fees; after the

hﬂ has ferved his time duly, and gets a proper. cer-
tificate from his mafter, he is {ure to obtain a lucrative
partnerfhip in the farming bufinefs, or a‘clear and

handfome falary for his care and fuperintendance
of Jand.  In the mwﬂ:gum; fuch complicated

matter as hu{haudry contains; what a confiderable
{pace qf time muft be devoted to the [tudy of even
one of its various branches, in {o much io, that the
period of human life is deemed infufficient for. the
acquiring a perfect knowledge of the whole; and
this only can be remedied by appropriating to a pro-
feffed mafter the care of that particular purfuit, in

which he excels.

How
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How have the Englifth farmers obtained fuch well
merited panegyrick, but by the obfervance of thefe
rules? We fee one man diret all his ftudy to the
plough, another to the breed of cattle, a third to
draining, a fourth to planting, a hith to manures,
a ixth to the forming of ufeful implements &c. fo
that on a clofe examination, we find that to be a com-
plete farmer, he muft be alfo a mechanic, a chymift,
an engineer, a botanift, and be mafter of a thouland
other different profeffions, which are colleétively im-
poffible to be acquired by an individual.

I mean not to advance that a general and {fuperh-
eial knowledge cannot or eught not to be cultivated ;
* fo much the reverfe, I think this fhould be a princi-
| pal objeét in the apprenticing of youth to the fcience

of agriculture ; but I only would in this cafe fuggelt,
| what great natural advantages might be thus acquired ;
for a material benefit would then accrue, that, as the

patural inclinations and abilitiecs of man are attach-
ed to one favourite purfuit, fo the [tudent will de-
vote his attention more particularly to one of thefe
heads; and the invention and penctrating ¢nquiry,
which providence has beftowed on us, will certainly
be fuccefsful, and a new difcovery in {cience will
crown his labour, but the choice of the {ubjett mulit

be left to himfelf to determine : adequate rewards for
the elucidation of various propofed matters, fhould be

held out, and doubtlefs would be a fpur to his in-
* duflry.

The importance of this fubject is worthy the care
of a wife and difcerning legiflature, who fhould be
anxious to encourage it, nor do I know what greater
benefit could be obtained from any propofed pre-
miums, which may be offered by Farming Socicties,
than by an attention to this concern.

Thus
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Thus, we fhould call abilities into altion, which may
be particularly difpofed to this momentous ftience,
and from the too little hopes of réeward, that hi-
therto reltrained its cultivation, have lain dormant;
if ‘a due and well appreciated encouragement was
given for fuch difcoveries, the happieflt confequences
would refult, and a {cience would be eagerly purfued,
which, the more it would be inveftigated,. would be-
come the more pleafing tafk, and in its courfe would

tend fuccelsfully, to promote the true interefts and
real happinefs of a nation, which fuch laudable en-

quirics muft ultimately make great and powerful.

CHAPTER

o fo
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SECTION 1.

TABLE OF TOWNS AND VILLAGES.

Baronies Towns. Villages

Abbeyleix, M.
Cullinagh | Ballinakill, M. P. 3. Timahoe

Ballyroan
—— A g
| Annatnm
is in Offory, P.G6. Caftletown
UppecOfiry Rathdowny Caullihill

Donoughmaore

Maryborough, P. 6.
Mﬂuntﬂth, Pq ﬁ-r

gton, M.F. 3. Ballibrittas

Emo, P. 6. Lea
Mountmelick, P. 1. E:Emﬁk
Strabally, P. 3. Pallintubber
Ballickmoyler
Iomaan, . -

Note.—M. denotes a Market, P. a Poft town, and the
figure marks the number of days the poit comes in.
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SECTION 4.

ALPHABETICAL

LIST OF FAIRS

Abbeyleix.
Aghavoe, (1 Avg.) (18 O&.)
Ballickmoyler, (15 Mar.) (11 Nov.)
Ballinakill, (5 June) (12 Aug.) (16 Nov.)
Ballyroan, (15 May) (16 June) (19 Nov.)
Borris in Offory, (20 Mar.) (27 May) (15 Aug.) (14 O&.)
(20 Dec.)
'’ Caftlebrack, (15 May) (12 Aug) (15 Nov.)
| Caftletown, (29 June)
Clonaflee, (3 May.)
Cullinhill (27 May) (2 O&.)
Culliagh, (8 May) (18 Dec.)
Difert, (2 June) (12 Nov.)
Donoghmore, (28 Mar.) (r3 June) (31 Aug.) (12 Dec.)
G arrindiony, (19 Nov.)
Maryborough, (24 Feb.) (12 May) (5 July) (4 Sept.) (4 Dec.)
Mayo, (29 June) (18 O&.)

1 H‘ﬂ“lﬂtﬁﬂp
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Mountmelick, {2 Feb.) (17 Mar.) (12 June) (26 Aug)
(4 Sept.) (1 Nowv.) (11 Dec.)

Mountrath, (17 Feb.) (8 May) ( 19 Sept.) (6 Nov. }

Portartlington, (14 Apr.) (22 May) (12 El'ﬂ*,_] (23 Nov.)

Rathdowney, (6 May) (10 July) (12 Sept.) (15 Dec.)

Stradbally, (6 Mazy) (10 July) (21 Aug) (21 Nov.)

Timahoe, (5 Apr. (2 July) (18 O&.)

Tinehinch (29 O&.)
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SECTION §.

AN ALPHABETICAL LIST,

OF THE

PRINCIPAL LAND PROPRIETORS,

ANNESLEY, Right Honourable Earl,
Antrim, Right Honourable Countefs,
Afhbrook, Right Hon. Lord Vifcount,

Afhfield, Efq.
BEAMBRICE, Henry, Efq.
SIS, e
Bland, y Elq.
Bowen, Charles, Eiq.
Brereton, ————, Efg.
Burrowes, Sir Erafmus, Bart.
Burrowes, » Elq.
Butler, ———, Efq.

, Efq.

CAR, Thomas, Efq.
Carey, » Eiq.
C'.iﬂ'm, Andrew, Elqg.

Cavan,
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Cavan, Right Honourable Earl of,
Chandos Family,

Colclough, Patrick, Elq.

Cooper, William, Efg. *

Coote, Right Hon. Charles Henry,
Colby, Vice-Admiral,

EﬂEﬂ, — E‘Fq.

, Lig.

_’

DESPARD, » Elq.

Defvoeux, Sir Charles, Bart.

De Vefd, Right Hon. Lord Vilcount,
Doyne, Charles, Efg.

Drogheda, Molt Noble Marquis,
Drought, Rev. Thomas,

Dunn, General.

EUSTACE, General,

FITZGERALD, Gilbert, Efg.
, Thomas, Efg.

-_ —— Elgq.

Fitzmaurice, Harman, Eiq.

—, James, Eiq.

HAMILTON,



HAMILTON, James, Eiq.
Hartpole Family,

Hovingdon, ————, Elg.

STATISTICAL SURVEY -

JOHNSON, Sir John Allen, Bart.

KAVANAGH, —— Eﬁ;-
Kelly, Judge,

Kemmis, , Elg.
Kenmare, Right Hon. Earl,

King, Colonel.

LANSDOWN, Moft Noble Marquis,

Latouche, Peter, Elg.
Leckey, John, Efg.
Lyons, y Eig.

MII}RE. e ey Erq-n

Mount-Morres, Right Hon. Lord Viicount,

Mountrath, Right Hon, Earl.

ﬂmﬂnﬂH, fgrpT— E-'rq-l
Oxmantown, Right Hon. Earl.

PARNELL, Henry, Efg. -
Sir Johmn, Bart.
Pigot, Colonel,

—— John, Eig.

ey ' William, Efq.

Pim, s L1q-
Pole, Hon. William Wellefley,
Ponfonby, y Bty

Pﬂmrlmgmn, Right Hon. Earl,

*n-r..i-.l LA

ROCHFORT,
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ROCHFORT, Colonel,
Roden, Right Hon. Earl,

. Rotton, y E{g.
S5T. GEORGE, y Efqg.
Southwell, y Elq.

otanhope, Right Hon. Earl,
Staples, Sir Robert, Bart.

Stapleton, ——, Elq.
Stubber, Robert, Elg.

TEMPLE, Right Hon. Earl,
Thomas, Mﬂh .
Trench, Frederick, Efg.
Tydd, Sir John, Bart,

UPPER OSSORY, Right Hon. Farl,

Vicars, —, Efg.

W ALSH, Reverend Dean,
Warburten, Colonel,
Ward, Charles, Efq.
Weldon, Colonel,

White, Charles, Efq.
———, Thomas, Efq.

» Elq.

oy

CHAPTER
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CHAPTER XIX.

Farming Seciety.

I THINK it proper to infert a copy of the Mid-
land Farming Socicty’s advertifement of premiums
for ngri;t:ulmr:ll purfuits, as the Queen’s county is
{o particnlarly included in 1t and I beg leave to re-
mark, that foch a laudable inftitation is the fureft

means of the furtherance of agriculture, and the car-

rying into effe@ual ufe all the ample means and re-
fources, with which this country is fo highly favour-

ed. The local and general advantages, that will fure-
ly refult from fuch focicties, throughout the kingdom,
will be of real and permanent effeft, when the en-
quiries now fet on foot by the Dublin Society for the
good of the nation will have had their ufe, and
more improved modes of hulbandry be adopted from
the experience, that fhall be acquired by this truly
praife worthy emulation.
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THE MIDLAND FARMING SOCIETY.

(FIRST QUARTERLY MERTING.)

MEMEBERS PRESENT.

C P.I}nfl;é,'ﬂ'q. Prefidens Coghran Palmer, Ffy.

Hon. W. W. Pole Richard Lloyd, Elq.

Hon. John Veley Rev. George 5t.George
Hon. and Rev.A. Veley + Chrift. Dexter, Efq.

Sir W. Barker, Bart. Garrett Nevill, Elqg.

C. B Ponfonby, Efg. Edward Flood, Elq:

Col. G. Pigot | - Rev. T]HIIH- Drought -
W. Pipot Efg. W. Maher, Efg. , - A
R. W, Vicars, Efg. Roger Scully, Efg. 1
Rev. Dr. Ridge John Fitzpatrick, Efg.
John Lanigan, Efg. ~ Charles Byrne, Efg.
George Rothe, Efq. M. Edward M’Culloch.

THIS Society, withing to improve the agriculture
of the diftri® (comprehending the counties of Tip-
perary, Kilkenny, and Queen’s county), to excite a
{pirit of emulation in breeding neat cattle, fheep, and
pigs, and to produce an attention to neatnefs and
regularity in the management of their farms, in the
hufbaodmen of the diftrict, have come to the follows
ing refolutions, viz.

That a fhew of neat cattle, fheep, and pigs, be
holden at Durrow on the 16th and 17th of June;
and the following premiums be given under the direc-
tion of a Committee to be appointed for that pur-

pofe.
FIRST

T R L | e T e L — -
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FIRST CLASS.

1. To the perfon holding more than roo acres,
who fhall produce the beft cow or heifer, in milk,
bred by himfelf, sl. 13s. od.

2. To the perfon producing the beflt cow or heifer,
in milk, bred in Ireland; fix months in his poffeffion,
a Gold Medal.

3. Tothe perfon, who fhall produce the beft bull,

two years old, and upwa:ds, bred by himielf, a
Gold Medal.

4. To the perfon,  who holding not more than 100
acres, fhall produce the three beft ewes, bred by him-
felf, one year old, 3l 8s. 3d.

5. To the perfon producing the three belt ewes,
one year old, bred in Ireland, fix months in his pol-
feflion, a Gold Medal.

6. To the importer of the five beflt ewes having a
lamb the fame year, a Gold Medal.

7. To the breeder of the two beft hoggit rams, a
Gold Medal.

8. To the breeder of the two buﬂ' ranu, of any age,

a Gold Medal,
g. To the perfon, who hald:hgnatm than 100

actes, Mpruﬂmthlhﬂtp:g, twu]marsn}d
2l. 55. Od.

10. To the perfon, wﬁﬁ*ﬂl’ﬂhﬂ‘ﬁﬂt more than 100

acres, fhall produce the fecond beft pig, two years
old, 1l 2s. od.

11. To the perfon, who in the year 1801, fhall
raife under his own care and infpeftion, the greateft

number of ftocks of bees, 2l. g5, 6d.
SECOND
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SECOND CLASS.

12. To the perfon, or artift, who fhall make the
belt plongh, on the moft approved principle, 21. gs. 64.

13. To the perfon, wh-u fhall make the 2d belt, do.
il. 2s. od.

14. To the owaer of the plough that performs belk
«with a pair of horfes "'-I":th rﬂns, without = drrrcr,
a Gold Medal. _

ts. To the ploughman, who plonghs beft mth a
pair of hotfes ‘with reins, without a driver, 2l. gs. 6d.

16. To the plonghman, who ploughs fecond beft in
like manner, 1l. 2s. od.

17. To the plonghman, who f(hall plungh with a
pair of oxen without a driver, 2l. gs. 6d.

18. To the fecond beﬂ:mﬂkcmmn:r, 1l 25. pd.

19. To the owner of a plough, that has gained the
firlt prize with oxen, without a driver, a Gold

Medal.

20. To the owner of the plongh of any fort, or
drawn in any manner, that fhall perform belt and
cheapeft, a Gold Medal.

21. To the perfon who produces, the beft harrow
for fallow ground, a Gold Medal.

22. To the perfon producing the beft for harrow-
ing in feed, a Gold Medal.

23. To the farmer occupying not more than 100A.
who fhall prove to the Committee his having made

ufe of a roller in the cultivation of his farm for the
laft fix months, 2l. gs. 6d.

THIRD CLASS.

24. To the Fﬂ'nn_,'lrhuﬂnﬂ,nn fimilar foils, af-

certain the foccefs of drilling, dibbling, and hocing
barley,
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barley, wheat, &c. comparatively, with the methods
now praftifed, a Gold Medal.

25. To the perfon, who fhall, on fimilar foils, af
certain the fuccefs of drilling and hoeing potatoes,
turnips, or cabbages, comparatively, with the me-
thods now prattifed, a Gold Medal.

26. To the labouring man, who fhall hand-hoe the

greatelt quantity of turnips, not lefs than 2 A. in the
neateft, and moft workmanlike manner, 2l. gs. 6d.

27. To the perfon, who fhall raife, in proportion to
the quantity and quality of his arable land, the great-
elt weight per acre (not lefs than 18 tons) of turnips,
on the greatelt number of acres, not lefs than three,
a Golden Medal.

28. Tothe perfon, who fhall raife r.hr: greate(t quan-
tity of potataes in drills, al. gs. 6d.

29. To the perfon, who fhall raife, in prﬂpmunn to
the quantity and guality of his arable land, the beft crop
of red clover and rye-grafs, not lefs than 10 pounds of

clover, and half a bufhel of rye-grals to the acre, a
Gold Medal,

30. To the perfon, who holdng not more than 100A.
fhall raifein propartion to the quality and quantity of
his arable land, the beft crop of red clover and rye-

grafs, not lefs than 10 pounds of clover, and half a
bufhel of rye-grafs to the acre, sl 3. gd

.....

greatelt afrer-crop of nunfphnt:d rape, or cahhn.gr:s,

executed in the moft hulbandman like manner, a Gold
Medal.

32. To the occupier of not more than 100A. whofe
farm (ha!ll be foundin the beft order, the divifions beft

adapted toits fize, and the fences beft képt—where

the fDtuadon will admit of it, the ditches being - planted
et kne with



OF THE QUEEN'S COUNTY. 219

with whitethorn and timber trees, will be the {tronge(}
recommendation, sl. 135. gd.

33. Lo the farmer, not occupying more than soA.
who fhall plant with timber trees and whitethorn
quicks, the greateflt number of perches of ditching not
lefs than ¢ feet wide, and 4 feet deep, sl 13s.0d.

14. To the farmer poflefling not more than §oA. the
fecond greateft, in a fimilar manner, 3l 8s. 3d.

35. To the third ditto, in like manner, zl. 5s. 64.

Refolved, That ten guineas fhall be at the difpofal of
the Direftors of the thew, for fuch purpofes asthey
fhall deem expedient, and for rewarding agricultural
merit, though not included in the above Premiums.

Refolved, That the preminms,; in the firlt and fecond

clafs, fhall be determined on the 16th and 17th of

June. ;
Refolved, That the candidates for the premiums in

the third clafs fhall commence their experiments in the
yvear 1801, and fhall report their intentions to the
Society at the June meeting of fame year in order that
a Committee may be appointed to decide who are en-
titled to the premiums.

EYRAN DELANY, Sec,
puRROwW March 10, 1801.

I would beg leave to fuggeft to the Midland
Farming Society, that, when, money fhould be
adjudged by them in premiums for planting, or
other improvements, which it might be neceflary

to have preferved, it would be advifeable they
fhould
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thould hand the faid fums to the Dublin So-
ciety, who would pay them according to their
inftructions, .and would take fufficient fecurity

from the claimants for the prefervation of fuch
plantations or other improvements, for the ufual
required time. ~ This precaution would prevent
impolition, as the Midland Farming Socicty, not
being a corporate body, may not have fufficient
powers to recover from dcfaulters.

-L: :II-.' L
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CHAPTER XX,

CONCLUSION,

THIS work has been undertaken with no other
view but the general good, and {urely deferves the
afliftance of every individual, as far as in his power.
Had the various enguiries I made by letter been re-
replied to, much more information would be prefented,
which muft yet be withheld ? The charge of bufinefs
may be a fufficient reafon for non attention to this
particular, even which excufe, it would have been

fatisfaftory to have received; independent of the
incivility of not acknowledging the receipt of letters, a
great inconvenience followed, in as much as the pro-
pofed enquiry was not made elfe where, for I depended
on the gentleman I firft applied to, that he would
attend to it, which by his filence I was warranted in
expeting, until it was too late to make my applica~
tion in another quarter.

Having now given a general Statiftical relation of
the county, I muft beg leave to claim the indulgence
due to a ftranger, and to repeat what 1 premifed in
the preface, that the foregoing has been only a coms=
pilation of the opinions I confulted, and that I do not
prefume to claim any merit, but that of a ftrit atten=
tion to the matter I was honored with the charge of, in
which, I fhould not have even {o Tar fucceeded, but for

the carnelt and effeftual afliftance I received from
many

4_—4
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many of the gentlemen of the county, for which and

their very polite artention and friendly care, 1 beg
leave to return my beft acknowledgments.
Thefe reports are now fubmitted to their better

judgment, and I entreat a continuance of favour by
their pointing out thofe defeéts they will find, and ad-
ding their judicious remarks, which fhall be paid all
poflible attention to, in the next editian, to be
publifhed, as foon as their opinions fhall be returned

to the Dublin Society.

I have the honor to be,
their obliged and

very obedient Servant,

CHARLES COOTE,

CHARLEMONT-STREET,
Dublin, May 29th, 1801.

v R
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References tothe annexed * Plate of o patent Drill-Mackine,
 jnvented by the Rev. James COOKE, of Heateon-

Norris, near Mancheflert and of a new-conflrucled
fimple Hand-Hee. |

A, the upper part of the feed-box.

B, the lower part of the fame box.

C, a moveable partition, with a lever, by which the grain.
or feed is let fall at pleafure from the upper to the lower part

of the feed-box, from whence it is taken up by cups or ladles
applied to the cylinder D, and dropped iato the funnel E,
and conveyed thereby into the furrow or drill, made in the
land by the coulter F, and covered by the rake or harrow G-

H, a lever, by which the wheel I is lifted oot of genera-
tion with the wheel K, to prevent the grain ‘or feed being
fcattered upon the ground, while the machine is turning round
at the end of the land, by which the harrow G is alfo lifted

from the ground at the fame time, and by the fame motion,
by means of the crank, and the horizontal lever & b.

L, a Miding lever, with a weight upon it, by means of
which, the depth of the furrows or drills, and confequently
the depth that the grain or feed will be depofited in the land,
may be eafily alcertained.

M, a fcrew in the coulter-beam, by turning of which, the

feed-box B is elevated or deprefled, in order to prevent the
grain or feed being crufhed or bruifed by the revolotipn of the

cups or ladles.

N, arake with iron teeth, to be applied to the under-fide
of the rails of the machine, with ftaples and fcrew nuts at » =,
by which many ufeful purpofes are anfwered, viz. in accu-

& For Plate, fee page 160,
+ Now at No. 5, Oxford-Street, London.

Q__ mula".'u::
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mulating euitch or hay into rows, and as a fearificator for
young crops of wheat in the {pring, or to be uled upon a fal-
low; in which cafe, the feed-box, the ladle cylinder, the
coulters, the funnels, and harrows, are all taken away.

0O, is a new-conltrufted fimple Hand-Hoe, by which one
man will effeftvally hoe two chain acres per day, earthing
up the foil at the fame time to the rows of corn or pulle, foas
to caufe roots to iffue from the firft joiot of the ftem, above
the furface of the land, which otherwile would never have

exifted.

This fide view of the machine is reprefented, for the fake
of perfpicuity, with one feed-box only, one coulter, one fun-
nel, one harrow, &e. whereas a complete machioe is fur.
nifhed with five coulters, five harrows, [even funnels, a feed-
box in eight partitions, &c. with ladles, of different fizes, for

different forts of grain and feeds.
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Direélions for ufing the Machine.

The ladle cylinder D (fee the plate) is furnifhed with |
cops or ladles of four different fizes for different forts of .'
grain or feeds, which may be diftinguithed by the num- !
bers 1, 2, 3s 4- :

No. 1, {thc: fmallelt fize) is calculated for turnip-feed,
clover-feed, cole-feed, rape, &c. and will fow fomething

more than one pound per ftatute acre.

N. 2, for wheat, rye, hemp, flax, &c. and will fow
{omething more than one buthel per acre.

Hﬁ'--j, for I::.rlejr.; and will (ow one bufhel and a half
per acre.

No. 4, for beans, oats, peale, vetches, &c. and ﬁrill
fow two bufhels per acre,

Notwithftanding the above fpecified quantities of grain
or feeds, a greater or lels quantity of each may be fown at
pleafure, by {topping up'wir.h a little clay, or by adding a
few ladles to each refpe@tive box. The grain or feed in-
tended to be fown, mult be put in thofe boxes, to which
the cups or ladles as above defcribed refpe&ively Hﬂﬂg;.
an equal quantity into each box, and all the other boxes
empty. . The ladle cylinder may be reverfed, or turped ,
end for end at pleafure, for different forts of grain, &c. |

For fowing beans, oats, peale, &c. with a five-coulter
machine, four large ladles mult occafionally be applied ac
equal diftances round thofe parts of the cylinder which

Q 2 {ubtend
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fubtend the two end boxes. And for fowing barley, cight
large ones mult be applied as above ; or four ladles, No. 2,

to cach of the wheat boxes. Thefe additional ladles are
hxed on the cylinder with nails, or taken off in a few mi-
nufes ; but for fowing with a four-coulter machine, the above
alterations are not neceflary,

The funnels are applied to their refpeftive places by
correfponding numbers. Care fhould be taken, that the

points of the funnels fland direlly behind the backs of
the coulters, which is done by wedges being applied to onc
fide or other of the coulters, at the time they are fixed in
their refpective places.

The machine being thus put together, [fee the plate]
which is readily and expeditiouflly done, as no feparate part
will coincide with any other but that to which it refpec-
tively belongs, and an equal quantity of grain or feed in
each of the rtfpc&ii’: boxes, the land alfo being previ-
oufly ploughed and harrowed once or fo in'a place to level
the furface ; but if the land be very rough, a roller will beit
anfwer that purpofe, whenever the land is dry enough to
admit of it ; and upon ftrong clays, a fpiked roller is fome-
times neceflary to reduce the fize of the large dry clods;
which being dul:ln. the driver fhould walk down the furrow

or edge of the I,tuﬂ and hwrlhg hold of the laft horfe’s
head with his hand, he will readily keep him in fuch a di-
I:ﬂ'mn,. as wall hnng the outlide coulter of the machine

within threc or four inches of the edge of the land or
ridge, at which uniform extent, he fhould keep his arm
till he comes to the end of the land ; where hayving turncd
Tound, he muft come to the other fide of his horfes, and
walking upon the laft outfide drill, having hold of the

[‘,"Eﬁ! head with his hand as before, he will rcadily keep

the
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the machine in fuch a dire@ion, ar will flrike the foccead-
ang drill at fuch a diftance from the laft outfide one, or that

he walks upon, as the coulters are diftant from each
other.

The perfon that attends the machine fhould put down
the lever H, foon enough at the end of the land, that the

cups or ladles may have time 1o fill, before he bepins. to
fow; and at the end of the land, he muft apply his right
hand to the middie of the rail between the handles, by
which he will keep the coulters in the ground, while he
15 hifung up the level H with his left hand, to prevent the
grain being fcattered upon the headland, while the ma-
chine is turning round ; this he will do with great eafe,
by continuing his right hand upon the rail between the
handles, and applying his left arm under the left handle,
in order to lift the coclters out of the ground, while the
wmachine is turning round.

If there be any difhculty in uling the machine, 1t con-
Gifts in driving it flraight. As to the perfon that attends
the machine, he cannot poflibly commit any errors, except
fuch as are wilful, particularly as he fees at one view the
whole procefls of the bufinefs, wiz. that the coulters make
the drills of a proper depth; that the funnels conunne
open to convey the grain or feed into the dnlls; that the
rakes or harrows cover the grain {ufhciently ; and whén
feed is wanting in the lower boxes B, which he capnat
avoid feeing, he readily fupplies them from the upper
boxes A, by applying his hand, as the machine goes along,
to the lever €, The lower boxes B, fhould not be fuf-
fered to become cmpty before they are fupplied with feed,
but fhould be kept nearly full, or within an inch or fo of

the edge of the box.
¥

) g
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If chalk lines are made acrofs the backs of the ‘coulters,
at fuch a diftance from the ends as the feed fhould bé de.
pofited in the ground, (viz. about two inches for wheas,
and from two to three for fpring corn) the perfon that
attends the machine will be better able to afcertain the
depth the feed fhould be depofited in the drills, by obferv-
ing, as the machine goes along, whether the chalk' lines
are above or below the furface of the land’y if above, 3
proper weight muft be applied to the lever L, which will
force the coulters into the ground ; if below, the lever L
and weight muft be reverfed, which will prevent their finkiog

too deep.

Wheat that is brined and limed, fhould be made dry by
fpreading it thin upon a floor, and the loofe particles of
lime fifted out, before it is fown by the machihe, other-
wife the grain, by clogping together, will not be fo re-
gularly diftributed in the drills. Good old feed-wheat is
much better than new, and is not fo fubject to {mut; this
15 proved by expenence, | '

 Upon wet foils or ftrong clays, wheat fhould not be de-
pofited more than two inches deep, on any account what-
evers nor lefs than two inches decp on dry foils. From
two to three inches is a medium depth for all {pring corn.
Butthe exa& depth at which grain fhould be depofited in
different foils, from the lightelt fand to the ftrongell clay,
48 readily afcertained only by obferving at what diftance,
under the furface of the land, the {econdary or coronal roots
.are formed in the fpring,

- +In different parts of the kingdom, lands or ridges are of
‘ different fizes: where the machine is too wide for tht
lLand,

e

b
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land, one or mare funoels may occafionally be ftopped
with a little loofe paper, and the feed received into fuch
funpel- returned at the end of the land, or fooner if re-
quired, into the upper feed-box., But for regularity and
expedition, lands confifting of fo many feet wide from out-
fide to outfide, as the machine contains coulters, when
fixed at twelve inches diftance, or twice or three Hmes
the number, &c. are beft calculated for the machine. In
wet foils, or ftrong clays, lands .or ridges of the width of
the machine, and in dry foils, of twice the width, are re-
commended. For fowing of narrow high-ndged lands,
the outfide coulters fhould be let down, and the mddle
ones raifed, fo that the points of the coulters may form
the fame curve, that the land or ridge forms. And the
loofe foil harrowed down into the Furrows (hould be re-
turped to the edges of the lands or ridges, from whence
it came, by a double mould-board, or other plough, whether
the land be wet or dry.

Clover or other lays, intended to be fown by the
machine, fhould be ploughed a deep ftrong Furrow, and
well harrowed, in order to level the furface, and to get as
much loofe foil as poffible for the coulters to work in;
and when f{own, if any of the feed appears in the dnlls
uncovered, by reafon of the Mff texture of the foil, or
toughnels of the roots, a light harrow may be taken over
the land, once in a place, which will effetually cover the
feed, without difplacing it at all in the drills. For fowing
clays, a confiderable weight mull be applied to the lever
1., to force the coulters into the ground ; and a fet of
wrought-iron coulters, well (teeled, and made fharp at the
front edge and bottom, are recommended ; they will per-
vade the foil more readily, confequently require lefs
draught,
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draught, and expedite bufinefs more than adequate 1o the
addiuonal expence.

* For every half acre of land intended to be fown by the
tachine with the feed of that very valuable root, (carrot)
one bufhel of faw-duft, and one pound of carrot feed,
fhould be provided ; the faw-duft fhould be made dry, and
fifted to take out all the lumps and chips, and divided into
eight equal parts or heaps ; the carrot-feed fhould likewile
be dried, and well rubbed between the hands, to take off
the beards, fo that it will feparate readily, and being “di-
wided into eight equal parts or heaps, one part of the car-
rot-feed muft be well mixed with one part of the faw-duit,
and fo on, till all the parts of carrot-feed and Giw-duft are
well mixed and incorporated together, in which flaze it
may be lown very regularly in drills at wwelve jnches dif
tance, by the cups or ladles, No. 2. Carrot-feed refem-
bling faw-dult very much in its fize, roughnefs, weight,
adhefion, &c. will remain mixed as above daring the
fowing; a ladle full of faw-dult will, upon an averape,
contain three or four carrot-feeds, by which means the
carrot-fecd cannot be otherwife than regalar in the dnlls,
In amtempting to depofit {mall feeds near the furface, it
may {o happen that fome of the feeds may not be covered
with foil ; in which cafe, a light roller may be drawn over
the land, after the feed is fown, which will not only cover
the feeds, but will alfo, by levelling the furface, prepare

the land for an earlier hoeing than could otherwife have
taken place.

It has always been found troublefome, fometimes imc
pradticable, to fow any kind of grain or feed (even broad-
aft) in a high wind.  This inconvenience is entircly
obviated, by placing a {creen of any kind of cloth, or a
fack,
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i'::ln:, fupported by two uprights nailed to the fides of the
machine, behind the fannels, which will prevent the grain
or feed being blown out of its dire@ion in falling from the
ladles into the funnels, Small pipes of tin may alfo be
put on to the ends of the Funn:l:,_mm'nvq the grain or

feed fo near the furface of the land, that the highelt wind
fhall not be able to interrupe its defcent into the drills,

That farmers may not be reduced to the neceflity of
fowinpg their land out of condition, that is, when the foil
is wet and clammy, every exertion ought to be made, in
ploughing up their lands ready to fow as early as pofible
in the feafon, that the firft opportunity of (owing when the
land is dry may be embraced ; nothing bids fairer for fuc-
cefs in the drill 'l'ﬁlum. than early fowing; in which cafe
the plants have time to throw out or multiply {fo many ad-
ditional flems or offsets as the land is able to fuppor
But if farmers will fow carly, they muft plough early,
otherwile {trong produdtive foils will not be in condition
to. receive the feed ; and fuch extraordinary advantages
have been uniformly derived from ploughing up [ubbles
immediately after the crops have been carned, that many
intellipent, experimental farmers have declared, that one
furrow of the plough before winter is worth two or three

in the rpﬁng.

Relpe&ting the ufe of the machine, it is frequently re-
marked, by fome people not converfant with the propertics
of matter and motion, that the foil will clofe after the counl-
ters, before the feed is admitted into the drills. Whereas
the very contrary is the cale ; for the velocity of the coul-
ters, in paffing through the foil, is fo much greater than the
velocity with which the foil clofes up the drills by its own
{pontancous gravity, that the incifions or drills will be
conftantly open for three or four inches behind the coulters b;
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by which means it is morally impofible (if the points of
the funnels (tand dire@ly behind the coalters) that the feed,
with the wvelocity it acquires in falling through the funnels,

thall not be admitted into the drills,

Directions for Hoeing, e,

THIS hoe [fee the plate] is worked much in the fame
manner as a common Datch hoe, or {coffle, is worked in
gardens ; the handle is clevated or depreffed, to fuit the fize
of the perfon that works it, by means of an iron wedge
being refpetively applied to the upper or under fide of the
handle that goes into the focket of the hoe.

Wheat and rye cannot be hoed too early in the {pring,
provided the foil be dry enough to admit of being previ-
oufly rolled with alight roller ; nothing facilitates and ex-
pedites hoeing for the firlt time, fo much as rolling, by
pulverizing the foil and levelling the furface ; it ought ne-
verthelefs to be omitted, rather than ufed, if the foil be not

quite dry, at leaft dry enough to quit the roller.

The wings or ‘moulding plates of the hoe, which are
calculated to earth up the foil to the rows of corn, fo as to
caufe the roots to iffue from the firlt joint of the ftem above
the furface, which otherwilfe would not have exifted,
(hould pever be ufed for the firlt hoeing, but fhould always
be ufed for the laft hocing, and ufed or not uled, at- the
option of the farmer, when any intermediate hoeing is
performed.  The [aflt hoeing or earthing vp fhould not
take place till the crop is eight or ten inches high ; or ull
the young ears of corn are fo far advanced in the ftems,
45 to be above the furface of the foil, when the earthing up

it finihed. The young ears of con will, on diffeiing 2
Bty - few

o
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few ftems, be founds to exift in embryo as it were, much
fooner than is generally apprehended. The abfurdity of
rolling any crop after the young ears are formed, and of
earthing up the foil, before they are advanced in the fiems
above the furface of the foil, muft be felf-evident., In the
former inftance they will be crufhed by the roller ; in the
latter, they will be {mothered by the foil. The young
ears of corn will be found to exift, as foon as the fecondary
or coronal roots are formed. .
The above obfervations on hoting wheat and rye, are
applicable to the boeing of all {pring crops ; only the firft
hoeing of barley, oats, &c. fhould take place as foon as the
fecond blade or leaf of the voung plant appears; and of
beans, peafe, &c. as foon as the plants can be diftinguithed

in the rows. |

The beft feafon for hocing is two or three days after
rain, or fo foon after rain as the foil will quit the inftro-
ment in hoeing. Light dry foils may be hoed almoft at
any time, but this is far from being the cale with firong
clay foils ; the fealon for hoeinp fuch is frequently (hort
and precarious ; every opportunity therefore fhould be
carefully watched, aod eagerly embraced. The two ex-
wremes of wet and dry are great enemies of vegetation in
firong clay foils; the bad effefls of the former, thouogh
difficale to puard againft, are neverthelefs to be remedied
in fome meafure by ploughs of a better conftrudtion, and

face-of the land, the under fide of every furrow would be

cut
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edt parallel to the furface, and a fmooth Hoor or furfice
palifhed by the bottom ‘of the plough would be found under
every furrow, forming a repular plane with an uniform
defcent from the top of a ridge into the water-furrow ;
upon which polilhed floor or furface, all fuperfluous water,
after filtrating throuph the loofe foil, or forrows torned
- over by the plough, would find its way readily and preci-
pitately into the water furrow, at lealt fo as to prevent its
fltagnating in the foil, fo as to flarve the plants. Bt fo
far from guarding as much as polible againft the bad effeéls -
of {uperfluous water f{lagnating in clay foils, by the above
palpable procefs in ploughing, the conflroftion of the
ploughs commonly made ufe of, and the method of con-
dulling them in {trong clays in feveral parts of this king-
dom, have a dire tendency to the contrary; this is done
by working their ploughs in fuch a pofition, that the wing
or feather of the fhare, being ncither fo wide as the in-
tended furrow, nor parallel to the furface when at ‘work,
but forming an angle or forty of fifty degrees with the
fame, or, in other words, moving in an oblique diretion
to the furface, turns over pot a fquare or parallel, but a
tnaogular furrow. In which cafe it is felf-evident, that
fuch lands are ooly half-ploughed ; there being fo many
mllu of Falt undiflurbed foil, as there are furrows, form-
ing fo many troughs or trenches; that of all the fuper-
fluous water that fhall fall uwpon fuch lands, fo much only
as [hall remain over and above filling the trenches will be
able to find its way into the water-furrows ; for fome clay
foils, indeed all foils when puddled, will hold water like a
dith ; confequently fo much water as the above trenches
fhall contain, will remain there till it is evaporated by fun
snd air, [larving the plants, and puddling the foil to fuch a
degree, that the nutritive quality in the food of plants may
T | become
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become fo far impaired as not to be reflored; or if it
thould, the tender fibres of the roots of plants may be fo
putrified by Ragnated wateras to be incapable ever afier of
anfwering their intended purpofe in promoting vepetation.

As to the bad effets of ftrong clay foils caking in dry
weather, nothing more ealy to prevent; for there is a pe-
riod between the time of clay foils ruening topether, fo as
to puddle by fuperfluous wet, and the time of their caking
., by drought, that they are as traftable as need be.  Now
this is this ume, this is the junflure for hoing ; and fo
muoch land as fhall be thus fealonably hoed, will not cake
or, cruft upon the furface, as it otherwile would have doae,
tll iv has been fosked or drenched again with ruin; in
which cafe the hoeing is to be repeated, as foon as the foil
will quit the inflrument, and as often as neceffary ; by
- which. time, the growing crop will begin to cover the
ground, fo- asto act asa {creen to. the furface of the land,
againt the lntgnﬁ: heat of the fun, and thereby prevent, in
great meafure, the bad effects of the foil's caking in dry
weather.

[ Whean landis to be laid down with feeds, the feeds muft
not be fown, as ufual, with the grain, but the day the lafl
hoeing is to be performed. If feeds arc fown when barley
is_lown, hoing is excloded, conlequently the great ad-
vantages of drilling are frullrated ; but not being fown till
the hﬂbhﬂeiﬂg is jull poing to take place, every purpole is
anfwered.  For the crop is not only improved by hoeing,
but the foil in the fpaces between the rows of corn, being
cleared from weeds, and pulverized by hoing, will be in
much better condition to receive the feeds; and the [eeds
being fown broadcaft juft before the lalt hoeing, will be
incorporated with the foil by the aflion of the hoe, fo s

to



( 236 )

to vepetate much better, and produce a much better crop
than wufual. The wings or moulding plates of the hoe
may, or may not be ufed at all upon land that isto lie
down with feeds.

Such ftrong weeds as may grow direétly in the rows of
corn, and out of the reach of the hoe to cut up, (hould be
plucked up by hand, to prevent their coming to maturity,
and dropping their feeds upon the foil, that has been pre-
vioully made clean by hoeing.

Thefe machines {with five coulters price fixteen guineas ;
with four coulters, fificen pguineas) equally excel in fetting
or planting all forts of grain and feeds, even carrot-leed,
to cxaftnels, after the rate of from eight to ten chamn
acres per day, with one man, a boy, and two horfes.
They depofit the grain or feed in any given quantity from
one peck to three bufhels per acre, regularly and uni-
formly, and that without grinding or bruifing the feed, and
atany given depth, from half aninch to half a dozen inches,
in rows at the diltance of twelve, fixteen, and twenty-four
inches, or any other diftance. They are equally ufeful on
all lands, are durable, eafy to manage, and by no heans
fubje& to be put out of repair. - '

The Dublin Society, have not yet got a Model of this
%lachine, it is to be feen in London, at the White Bear,
Bafinghall-Street ; at Mr Gatfields, No. 54, Newgate-
Street, and at Mr. Mathew’s Bath.




I "N D" g

(By DANIEL BAGOT, Esq.)

ABEEY Dominican, Ruins of, Page 91, 91.
— of Leix, 64.
Ahh,'l:il. ]:hm{“'p 62,
Eftate, 55.— Ancient Hiftory of, 62.
———— F-I.il'. sﬂ- 53 ‘..-.'ﬂ'ﬁ.
Market, so.
Town, 49, 50, 51, 52, b1, 65,68, 205.
Ablentees, 27, 31,81,
Acres, Number of, 1, 5, 203.
Aftergrafs, Manure, 54, 55.
Apents, 27,
Aghavoe Fair, 206.
Aghmacart, 86, g1.
Agriculture, 49, 71, Q4, 122, 1309, 139, 156, 176.
Alder, 16.
Alienation, Effests of, 19, 20, 21, 81,
Otters, 85,
Ancient Coins, 114, 128,
Wood, B6.
Annatrim Village, BG, 205.
Annwille, 186,
Antrim, Countefs of, gI.
Apprenticefhips to Farming, 200, 201, 202
—— it Weaving Cotton, 148,
Arable Lands, 3, 81, 204.
Archdall, Rev. Mervyn, g2, 114.
Archer, Mr. 135.
Ardatagle Collieries, 188, 199.
- 4

Area



1NDEX

Area of County, 203.
Artificial Gr:ii-—ﬁ:: Grafs, Artificial mnfra,
Afh, 41, 86, 118, 136, 186, Priceof, 86, 172, 187.
——— Tree at Lea, 116. i
Afhbrook, Lord's Woods, 87,
Aflhes, Manu¥e, 1371, 160, 161.
Afpin, 118.
Afleflments, 36.
Afllnogent Quality of Bog, |
| Am:hmmﬁ:'ﬁ ddfnﬂﬂght;. 4.
Auguftin Canons, 91,

Back-half Years Rent, what, 25. Arguments for and apainft
this Syftem, 26, 27+ °

Badping Poor, 31.

Baldwin, Mr. 153.

Ballibrittas Vi 136, 138, 20%.

Balligeehan Caftle, g1.

Ballilehane Collieries, 184.

Ballintubber Church, 129,

e School, 127.

~—=— Village, z05. ’

Balliroan Callicries, 58

- Fair, 206.

—— = Parifh, 54.

School, 61.

- Town, 51, 52, 68, z05.

Ballyadams Barony, 5, 6, 122 to0 129, 203, 204, 205.

- Caftle, Ruins of, 128. .

- Chureh, 129.

Ballyckmoyler Church, 188,

- Fair, 184, 206, -

Village, 184, 20s.

Ballyfin Demelne, flg. ITE, “59.

Glen, 118, 119,

. Lake, 18, 117,118

Ballykileavan Demefne, 117, 156, 157, 158, 160,

Miils, 172.

Ballylinam Church, Ruinsof, 128,

Village, 127, 205,

Ballymanus, 1 5';,'31 v

Callle, 112,

Ballynakill Fair, 206.

— Town, g, to, ‘

Bark, Oak, 54 15250 51, 52, 54, 65, 77, 20§

Barley Crops, 49, 5V+72, 73, 74 75, 95, 96, 120, 1212, 123,

P JE : » by » 15 57+ 103, i7

T omee ooy

T —




INDEX

Barley, Produce of, 51, 72, 88, gg, gﬁ. K23, 130, 1414 157,
£77-
——, Tithe of, 204.
Barn, how to be built and fituated, 44.
Baronial H:-r:l.mgs l;nr:unl'ullr. on the Neceffity of Pﬂfmtlunu.
1 70.
Earonies, 4, 5, I'D!r iﬂq, 20%.
13 §» 0y 1233 10 129,203, 204, 205. .
Cullinagh, 5, 6, 49 to 70, 715 203} 204y 205, ol
M ; By 5 6, 9410 121, 203, 304y 205, -
Portnebinch, 5, 6, 13010138, 203, 204, 20¥.

M-H. 5 6, 17, 170 o 194, 208, 204, 205,

Str » 51 6, 124, 129, 156 10 175, 203, 204,
205.

Tincbinch, 5, 6, 130 to 155, 208, 204, :n;

Upper Offory, 5.6, 16, 71 to g3, 165, 203, :Inh

208,

Barracks, 68, 107. '

Barrow E.m:r, 17, 115, I!:;r, 128, IH. la;,Ll;E l51:'.-. 153,
171, 179, 18y, |

Battles, 115, 154, 173,

Beans, 1.

Beckhield, 76.

Beer, 58,84, 104, 148, 150, 170, 154

Beggar's End, round Tower, ]

Belmont D:md'nz, P

Benduff Mountain, (1 8.-

Btrq:l:r "3, ?j.gﬁ.t:g I 30, Iq.ﬂ lﬁl PR
L :

—, Prodoece of, 72, EE b, 141, :5?
, Tithe of, 204. |
El:'.l.'lq.f, John, 147.
——_— -y HI]HE!'.’I.. 10§.
Bigotry, Religious, 24.
Bill Hook, 42.
Billing, Mr. 188, 18g.
Binders, 47, 50. Hire of, 47.
Bits and Stirrups, Manufa&ture of, 147.
Black Carttle, Breed of, 52, 76, 100, 124,142, 104y 198,
179, 181, 291,
y LEnglith, 181,
Leg Diftemper, 182.
Blair, Doétor, 134.

Bog, Iy 3» 16, 17,43, 68, Gg, 72, 74, 87, 118, 121, I."IE,-L
135, 130 143, 144, 152, 157, 166, 172, 187, 197,
203.
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Bog, Aftringeot Quality of, 4.
s Inclofing, 43, 44.
—— Meadow, 16.
—— Mud, Manure, 40.
et | H':'Ellimtdl 2y l:El 4'3! ﬁ'!}- ET"‘
— Stuff, Manure, 15, 82, 89, 07, 126, 133 140, 157.
Timber, 4, 144.
Eolting Mills, 68, 86, 135, 152, 171, 186.
Borough of Portarlington, 134.
Borris in Offory Fair, 206.
Town, 85, 86, ros, 205.
Bounds of County, 1.
Eﬂm Hf- Q7.
Breakers of Coal, 191.
Breaking Land, 37, 74, 75, 156.
Brecknock, Lord, 109. %
Breed, of .
Black Cattle, 52, 76, 100, 124, 142, 164, 178,
179, 181, z01.

Bulls, 76 181.

Horfes, 53, 76, 117, 124, 164, 179.

Pigr, 120,

Sheeps 524 741 764 95, 100, 124, 164, 178, 185.

Breweries, §8, 68, 84, 104, 105, 135, 1458, 150, 159, 170, 172,
Brick Chy, 135: 3 104, 105, 135, 145, 150, 159, 170, 172

—— Kilns, 153.
Bridges, 46, 58, 84, 104, 135, 150, 170, 185, 193.
Commorus, 84,
M eny, 127,
Polc's Bridge, 150,
.ﬂ?ﬂf MH".’ :'I &1,

Stradbally, 171.

Mares, 53, 76, 77, 179.
Bruce, Lord, ﬁq.'?s Addiald i
Buildings, 2a.

Bullocks, Fat, 53, 8o.
e, Potatoes ufed for, 5o,
——, Working, 53, 73.
Bulls, 76, 100.

—, %ﬂﬁd of, 76, 181,

Bﬂ-ﬂlj Mr. 186.

Bﬁl‘ﬂiﬂg Land, 3?.1 73> 7T4» 75, 161, 162, 166,

Burnt
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Burat Beating, Manure, 145.
Euﬂl lern'il.l', 51-

Butter, 38, 83, 131, 179, 180,
————— Market, 54, 1 70.

Milk, 18o.
, Price of, 179.

Cabbages, Crops of, 51, 159, 162.
~————— eaten by Sheep, &c. 8o, 95.
Calves, 38, 57, 72, 76, 9o, 131, 181,
Camden, 63, 64, 65.

Canals, 88, 106, 197.

Canons, Auvgultin, g1.

Capital, want of, 19, 20, 69, 190.
Cappard, 117, 114.

Demefne, 154, 155.
l:ln:'l.r, 77

Carey, Rev, Mr. 85.

E‘I:Fﬂ'ﬂtlﬁ- Hiﬂ nﬂ 47-

Carr, Mr. 1035.

Carriape, Land, 88.

y» Water, 59.

Cars, 39; Price of, ibid.

Cartown, 86, 150,

Carts, 39, Price of, ilid.

Cathier Fallow, 19, 8.

Grafs, 53.

Caffan, Andrew, Efg. 97.
Caftlebrack Caftle, Ruins of, 152,
— Fair, 206.

— Village, z205.
Caftlecomer Collieries, 58, 59, 191
Caltlecuff Caflle, Ruins of, 153.
Cafllledurrow Woods, s534.
Caftlehaven, Lord, 112.

Caltles.
s 128.
ﬂﬂfl’ -'l'-l'- 'tl-l
{ acky; 12,
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Caflles.—[Continged.}
Cullibill, } -l
Dunamafe, 064.

Gord nn:fﬂ_f, QL.
Grange, 128.
Grant’s Town, ¥
E'iﬁuﬁfy, i

tlleney, 120.

I-m,ﬁsi 64, 109. 135

Moret,1 12, 137.
Rufball, 91, 105.
Shean, 113, 1306.
Callletown Fair, 206.
Village, 83, 205. .

Cattle, Diftempers of, See Diftempers of Cattle, infra.

——, Fat, 77, 106, 124, 183, 199.
——, Feeding in Cnibs, 45, 55, 77-
—, Léicefterthire, 53, 97, 182.

——, Price of, Bg.

—, Store; 4y 69, 72, 76, 77, 124, 131, 142, 145, 199.

Cemereries, 93.
Centre of County, 3.

Chandois Famuly, 85.
Chapels, 119.
Chara&ter of Farmers, 24.

Charitable Inllitutions, 61, 85, 127, 185,

Women, 88, 170, 187.

-Bﬂf&iqg Poor, il.

Ballintubber School, 127

Charter Eﬂbﬂ'ﬂff lﬁg‘. 171
penjary, 105.

i ary, 31, H:IE

Lace Hﬂ#ﬂfﬂ'ﬂ' arys

RQuaker's School, l:;n

Subferiptions, 171.

Charleville, 75, 706.
Charter School, 169, 171.

Cheele, 38, 76, 77 101, 1006, 1 80.

Chefnut T'ree, 62
Chickens, Price of, 196.
Chiefs, Hereditary, 116.
Chimney Pieces, 149.

Churches, .

Ballniubicr,
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Churches. " > 3
Ballintubber, - |

Ba dmi, b,
Ballyckmoyler, 18 .
' Euﬂjﬁm, 128.
Clonfna, 121, - '
C lﬁ'ﬂﬂﬂzﬁﬂ', R.H!-Eﬂ..l', 135-
Dyfart, 117,
Killabin, Rums, 158,
Killefhin, Ruinry 143- \
Lea, 135, -
Hm&ip 15?1-
Rofenallis, 149, 152.
, Rumr, 188, 194.
Straboe, Ruins, 137-
Stradbally, 169
Circumlerence of County, I.
Clarmallagh Cantred, 5, 71, 80, 82, 83, 84, 87, go.
Claufes in Leafes, 16, 28, 36, 37, §5, 102, 125, 144 .Iﬁﬁ.
Clay, 14, 104, 135. :
— Brick, 185,
——, Manure, 15, 40: 74» 955 98, 120, 13-
—— Potters, 17, 5.
Clearers of Coal, 191.
Clearing Land, 16, 30, 144, 745.
Eﬁmmi 3s
Cloghrenan Demelne, 177, 186,
Cl Monaftery, 1588,
Elﬂl'l Fliil'lu !ﬂ'ﬁ.
Clondonagh Cantred, 5, 71, 82, 83.
Clonlafleigh Caftle, Ruins of, 153.
Cloofna Church, 121,
Clopoke, Dun of, 174.
Clothing, 84, 85, 103, 114, 177, 184.
Clover, 51, 52, £3, 743 75y 77, 97y 101, 122y 124, 126, 131,
156, 157, 164, 177~
Coal, 17, 351- 'ﬂ‘h "Ei'ﬁ'-
=, Breakers of,
=, Clearers of,
T Hﬂtﬁﬂﬂ ﬂﬂ.
-  Mines, 58, 85, 176, 185.
—, I’rice o ¥ !Eg'.p Ig.g..
Cobler’s Caftle, 1 2¢.
Coins, Ancient, 114, 128,
'Eﬁl:lﬂugh. P-ih IEE.
Collars and Hames, 49, 73,123, 157, 177
m“'ﬂr 17, 184, 195, State of, 138 to 104.

_191.

Ardatagle,
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S b6l
Ardataple, 188, 190.
Ballichone, 189.
Ballircan, §8.
Ca I'rﬂ"ﬂ'mﬂ'i E’ s 191
ﬂnﬁmn IEHF S
Corgee, 180q. |
Doonan, 127, 128, 133, 188, 189, 191.
Rﬂjﬁ'ﬂr 188
Tollerton, .
Combination of Cotton Spinners, 103.
Commerce, 198.
Commorus-Bridgs, |
—— Ehilﬂh 4*
Condition of Peafantry, 9o, 1c3.
Cooke, Mr. 185.
Coocke's Patent Drill Plough, 160.
Coolane Collieries, 1885.
Coolbanagher Caftle, Ruins of, L
Church, Ruins of, - b
Coolfin Demelne, go.
Coolkerry Caftle, 1.
Coolrain, 86.
Cooper-Hill Demefne, 187.
—, William, Efq. 177, 184.
rs, hire of, 47.
Coote, Colonel, 105.
=y, Dean, 137.
——, Sir Charles, 6, 111.
Coping Hedges, 42, 82
— Walls, 42.
Corgee Collierics, 18
rgee ierics, 18g.
Corn Crops. 351.
. Barlky, 49, 51, 72, 73» 74» 752 95» 96, 120, 1121
”E’ 130, 131, 139, 140, 156, 157, 163,
176,
Bere, 73, 73, 06, I1g, 139, 140, 161, 1061.
Oatsy 4 49 506, 72 73 74 75, 94» 96, 119,
122, 123, 130, 139, 140, 156, 157, 161,
163, 176, 183,
Wheat, 49, 51y 52, 72, 73, 74» 75, 95 96, 120

122, 123, 130. 131, 139, 156, 157, 101,
162, 176, 177. |

—— Gravel Manure, 56, 156.
——— Lands, difadvantage of Dung on, 98, 99,
— Mills, 86.
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Corn, Price of, 196.

—— Ricks,

—  Stands, 45-

ﬂulh? Vice. Admiral, 6, 169, 172.—Anecdote of the Fa-
mily,

172, 173-
Cottiers, §7, 70, 81y B4, 104, 1372134 170 184, 195, 2G3.
Cotton Manufadture, §4, 147-

—-r'l-—'MIE.I-. ¥ ]lﬂ: T .
fﬁinning aftories, 67, 105y 127) 134 14T 148,
eaving Faftory, 63. .
Coving Stones, 149.
County, Area of, 203.
' Bﬂ'u-ndl q-EI- I.

Cels, 1, 4, 315 3% 555 81, 125 1332 145, 193

203,
, Circumference of, 1.

. Name of, whence derived, 1, 63.

. Sitvation of, 1.

Courfe of Crops; 49 5% 73: 74 75 9b 1356 123,
131, 139 140, 156, 176.

Cows, Englith, 182.

e . Faty, §3 So.

— Grafs, 57, 34, 127y 170. ,

—, Milch, §3,-9% 124, 143 164, 1832,

Cribs, feeding Cattle in, 45, 55 77

Crocks, 148.

Cromwell, 112, 136, t88.
Crops, Corn. See Corn Crops, Jfupra.

" Courfe of, 49, §t» 73+ 74> 751 9% 1330 125 13O
131, 139, 140 156, 1.76.

—— . Green—See Green Crops, infra.

"__'IEvIFthl gl, 75, 95, 99 131 133 162, 103
178. .

Croffes, at Slaty, 188, 104.

Crown Rent, 36.

Cullihill Caftle, Ruins of, gr.

Fi..ir,. lﬂ'ﬁ'-

Village, gr, 205.

Cullinagh Barony, 5, 6, q.gL ta 70, 71 293 304 2G5

130,

Cullinagh
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Cullinagh Fair, 206.

Mountain, §8.
Cultare, Mode, of, 71.
Cuniofities, 65, 114, 174, 192.
Culloms, attachment to, 25, 74.
Cutof Rillefhin, 192, 193,

Dairies, 24, 38, 51, 54, 72, 96, 77, loo; 106, 114, 131,
143, 16§, 178, 179, 160, 109. - -

Damps, j. |

Danith Forts, 120.

Rath, 104.

Darby, Mr. 160, 163, Plan of yoking, 167.

Dawion’s Court Demelne, 130, 137.

Dﬂf:'.l Wﬂl’t. .ll.'ﬁ" Igfi-

Deal, 86, Price of, 86, 172, 187,

De Bruce, William, 109, 110.

Deer Park, o8, 118,

Demelnes, 15, 16, 22, 42, 62, 87, 9o, 103, 1

Defpard, Mr. 82, 100. 22 e

De Velci, Lady, 61.

—, Lord, 49, 52, 56, 62, 63, 64, 6¢.

Dexter, Mr. 5o, e g

—, Rams, 52, 76, 99, 164.

Sheep, 179,
Dillon, Mr. 188, 189,

Diocefes, 6.
Difpenfary for Poor, 103,
Diftempers, of Cattle.”

Black Lep, 182.

Rat, 163,
Biﬂ:ilk'l'itl, IE'E-.-
Ditches, 37, 41, 82, 126, 145,
. Cofl of, 41. |
» Double, 43, 44, 55, 103.
~———, Manure, 133, 157, 166.
—y Quicking, 41, 43, 183.
———— Ei:nuring. 42,
» Single, 41.
Divifion of County, 4, 5.
— E{:I:]:ﬁiﬂiﬂh &
e e —= Parochial, Y
—— —— . ——Political, ;.
Dodd, Mr.ﬁu}:. s
Dominican Abbey, Ruins of, g1, g1.
wm:i go. R

Donore,
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Donore, 82, 100.
Donoughmore Fair, 206,
—e e Village, 86, 205,
Doonan Collieries, 127, 128, 133, 188, 189, 191,
Doy Ditt, 1
€ Litches, 43, 44 55, 103.
——— Harrow, 39, 73, 158.
Doyne, Captain, 5o, 52, 56, 62, 76.
Draining, gE.:!i. n::-;. 120, 126, 133, 135, 145, 162, 166, 177,
183, 1 '5
=, Mr. Elkington's Mode of 2, 177
Drains, Hollow, E:.E:E;. B4. i
P —, El:ﬂﬂhﬂs, 197
mlﬂuéh:ndq, 150,
ing Potatoes, 25, 73, 74, 120, 121,
Drogheda, M:rgui: in;ﬂ?%ﬂfq; 53,5# !
Drought, Rev. Thomas, 732 76, 82, B7, 163, 221,
Dﬂhhﬂﬂm 6.
w—— ' y 31, '.II,IJ.IEEI 12, =
s 'Ef]"né I;-&* T» 123 » 177, 212, 218
Dugdale, Mr. 152,
Dun, 107, 121.
of Clopoke, 174.
Dunamale Caftle, 64.
B v, Rock of, g7, 107, 108, 113, 116, 135.
| UDg, Manure, 23, 43, 49, 95, 98, 126, 145, 1 :
| e——., on Corn Lfl‘ld!? ﬂ?ﬁdﬁn&# of, gﬂf sgg. 1A
= Why exploded in rearing Flowers, gg.
Dunn, Mr. William, 157, 164,
Durants, 84, 106,
Du:fnw. 87, .urg.
Duties paid, befides Rent, 27. Anecdote fhewing the bad

Conf ces that may refult from them, ibid.
Dyfart Church, 117%. TR S

—_— '.FJair.. 2086,
~—— Hills, 3, 15, 97, 119, 1120,

Earth, Manure, 43.

Ecclefialtical Divifion of County, 6.
Economy, Pelitical, 197.
_-___'-l' R“-m]. 1 5'.

Education, Sute o[? 150,

Eel wﬁr’j 175 Hj'-..

Eels, 171, 196,

, _Elk_i“E'W- Mr. his Mode of Dnining, ﬁlhtht Aﬁw.sﬁ.*ﬂ:,
sl 197,
Elm, 169. Priceof, 172,

b 2 Eme
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Emo Town or Village, 136, 20s.
Employment, Want of, 152, 169.
Engltth Elack Catle, 181.

Cows, 18z,

Farmers, 101, 200, 201,
——— Harrow, fo.

Hayfeed, 53, 164, 177.
~—— Heifers, 52,

——— nguage, .EE? |:,"..',Eg.I 153, 172, Iﬂ";.

—— Pigs, 120.

FPlough,: 120, 1%5.
e Policy, 147.

Sheep, g2.

Eftablilhment for the Poor, 31, 36.
Eftates and Tenures, 19,36 55.
Ever Greens, 118, 137, 138, 173.
Extent of Cougty, 1.

Fac, %9, 40, 50, 122. Price of, 40.
Fairfni? EqrE* 2 : e
Fairs, 77. 142, 198.
FﬂJI » Liﬂ: 'ﬂf, 2006, S.!E

OW, T4y 78, 05, 122, 123, 130, ] Ie7, TH.
Fa_mﬂiﬂ, Eup:irﬂ?tiﬁul Pr:juds;i:: 3igl.i.l'.'lﬁ Lﬂlfﬂ?;in;’:ﬁ': Number

in, 2.

Fatm Houfes, 22, 55, ‘81, 102, 125, 132, 144, 166, 183.
e Yards, $2, k4. 35; 52. |
Farmers, Charater of, 23.
» Englith, 101,200, 201, - ° 1
* Mnnl:l'.tl.:r, 123. ;

——, Oma I34-
m.g. i;gﬁgﬁﬂugh‘m, 280, 201, 202.
—_— 157, 201, 212, 21y,
Tithe, a Grievance, jo0. '
Farmly Demelne, g5, 96. : a1}
Farms, Size of, 4, 55> 57, 81, o3, 125, 132, 144, 166,

183.

Fat Euﬂﬁckﬂ. 53 H.?'I;
—= Cattle, 77, 106, 124, 183, 199.
—= Cows, 53, Bo.
Feeding Cartle in Cribs, 45, 55, 77.
Hogs, Rules for, 125.

Fﬂﬂﬂ-ﬂ’ 331.. 41, 413, 45 55. E:I: 102 -::ﬁ. IEE:;' lj!: 145
A 166, 183, 184. T
!:m
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Feudal Syftem, Velligeof, 27.
Ficlds, Size of, 55, B2, 126, 130, 133, 145, .tﬁﬁ, 133,
Fll'l:ﬁ of E‘ﬂl—‘. :gl
Fith, 185, 196.
.Eul.'l’l’} 1?1]- IEI-ﬁ.
Fike, 171.
Salmen, 85, 171, 185,
Trout, Bg, 171.
Fithberne, Mr. 178, 185.
Filherics, 85, 104, 127, 171, 18§.
Fifhing, 36.
Fitzharding, Robert, 108,
Fitzmaurice, Harman, Efg. 187, 188, 189, 193,
Fitzpatricks, g1.
Fitzthomas, John, 63.
Flags, 149.
Flail,, 5o, 140, 158.

Flu:. H
iﬂr 76: 77, 78, 86, e

Flnwr.rr:. why Dung exploded in rearing, .90.
Food.

Butter, 83, 131.

Meat, 170,

Mk, Bo, 83, go, 170.

Catmeal, 83, 170, 1B4.

Potatoes, 83, 104, 134, 149, 170, 184.

Food, Green, 50, 51, 74 130, 149, 1
'Fnr:fi Lodge, 105. >,

Trees, 186,
Forells, 3, 16, 144-
Form of County, a.
Forts,
ke, 174.
%ﬁg 120.
Lunamafe, 97, 107, 108, 113, 110, 135-

| Maryborough, 111.
Fowl, Price :1. l+1;|-l'5i.lEls

. Francilcan Friars, 171.
Free Siwone, 17.

Fr'-kﬂ Sir Iﬂhﬂj .EIJ.'L Qr.
Frtm.‘.h Church, 135,

Sewers, Draining with, 56
Friars, Francifcan, 17a.
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Frizes, 84, 149, 170, 184.
Fuel, 17, 43, 60, 68, 83, 86, 121, 128, 134, 144, 145, 140,
151, 170, 184, 185, 196.
Coal, 184, 196.
Turf, 83, 128
Wood, 144.
Fullers Earth, 17.

Galonr River, 86.

Gaol, 107, 194.

Gap of Glandine, 15, 86, 117.

Garden Pots, 148. _

Gardens, 23. §7. 84, 104, 120, 138, 170
Garrindinny Fair, 206,

Garryhinch Demefne, 138.

, Price of, 1g6.

General Ellhj.ﬂﬂ!. 57> ﬂ!'l' 103, 127, 13% '451 IEEI 134~
Gentry, 19, 22,53, 50, 164.

—, Refident, 62, 103, 104,722, 105, 199.
Geographical State and Circumftances, I.
th‘-l.ll:lmtl, ﬁ!i ﬁ'-‘-l-

Glandine Gap, 15, 86, 117.

Glen of Ballyfin, 118, 119,

Goats, 72.

Gﬂﬂ:ﬂ:&i EI-&IE;. ol.

Gofls, Mr. 68.

Grace, James, 171.

—, Mr. 127.

Gracefield Demelne, 128.
—_— Wood, 128,
Grand Canal, 59, 6o, 61, 127, 128, 157, 159, 179, 171,
179. 190, 197.
Grange Caftle, Ruins of, 128,
Grant’s Town Callle, g1.
Grafs, Anificial, 77, 124, 142, 164, 177.
Clover, §1,52, §3: 74+ 75 77» 97, 101, 122,
124, 126, 131, 156, 157, 164, 177-
Foucerne, 101, 178, |
Rye c:mﬁ,ﬂﬁ_ 752 775 100, 156, 164, 177
| ;
EﬂiEfﬂill :‘:'ﬂli |TE-.-
Trefoil, §3, 75 101, 126; 164,
Grafs, E:-"ﬁ“’ Hé
——— WS " 117, L70.
"-'r.*---.._....II I..:l.iutl,Ilr 'Epmq:u nn::l Pr::pﬁr, of, 38.
—-—-.IHnm:l, £33 77y 1245 131, 142, 164, 180,

Grals
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Grafs Potatoes, 130.

——-, Rate of, 72.

—— =5 Rye, 53,75, 77, 100, 156, 164, 197,1%8.
—a Deeds, 40, 74, 123, 1£2, 161, e
Grattan, Heory, Elg. g1. g =

Gravel Manure, 96, 133, 140, 146.

Gravelling, 162.

Grecian Temple, 97.

Green Crops, 95, 96, 123, 131, 141, 162, ¥63, 177,
Cablager, 51, :51}1: 162. e
Potatocs, 41 49, 51252, 72y 73: 74+ 75» 055 06,
130y 122, 130, 140, 156, 161, 162,
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Dhuties, 27.
Middle Men, 31, 85,
Rack Rents, 19, 244 30,38, 85, 144-
Tithe Farmmmg, 30, -
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Hﬂ“}'hmn. MT- 181,

Hops Garden, 137.

Horfes, 72, 139.

, Breed of, 53, 76, 117, 124, 164, 179

Houles, 2, 22.
: Fi.t'l:n, 22, 55 EI. 102y 125, I!!, |H,. Iﬁ'ﬁ'-, |Es

, Repair of, 55,125, 166, 183.
Humpl:lre:irl, Mr. 86.

Hunting, 30.

Hurriers nf E“I]l 191.

Hufband nll, 1

rF: mpin:mﬁ;tf of. See Implements of HM igﬁ'-la

Huts, 23, 144-

Implements of Hufbandry, 39, 50, 73 74» 75, 975 1205 123»
140, 1§ I Iﬁu.. 177y 201.
Bill Hoo

Cars,
ﬂ'am,} 39
Collars and Hﬂnﬂ’. 40y T3» 123
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— Stone, 14, 124.
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Slecvmargy, 110.

Mountain, Reclaimed, 141.

Streams, 3, 118, 110,

Mountmellick Church, 152.

- Fair, 207.

— Town, 132, 140, 146, 150, 153, 205.
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Political Divifion of County, 5.

Economy, 197.

Poofonby, C. B. Efg. 78, gt.

Poor, B‘dlﬂi“ 31.

——, Dilpenfary for, 105.

—y Eftablithment for, 31, 36.

—— Law’s, Pew’s Advice op, 31, 32 to 36,

== Man's Bridge, 121.

; g | Hitﬂiil 3'[,- 3:--

==, Snblcriptions fory, 171.




INDE X

Population, 2, 19s 53s 57> 83, 99 104 127, 134 146, 169,
170, 184, .
Portarlington Borough, 134
I T 135y 207.
e ey Lord, 130, 134 130, 137 321, i
———— e, Marker, 130, 133, 134 '
— Elﬁ'l'tﬂﬂ 156. _
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~—— — Walks, 24,72, 73, Bo, 82, 99, 100, 131, 172, 180,
183, 185.

Sheffield, 188.

Shoeing, 168,

Shooting, 36.

Shovel,
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Single Ditches, 43.

—— I'hl"l'ﬂ-w, 39 .

Situation of County, I. .

Size of Farms, 24, §5: §7» 81, 102, 125, 132, 144, 166, 183.
—— Fields, 55, 82, 126, 130, 133, 145, 166, 183.

Slate Quarry, 85, 154-

E'Iﬂt}r'. I'H'ﬁ'-u

-—-Churl:h. Runs ﬂF, } (88 104.

——, Croffes at, * .

Sleive Bloom Mountains, 2, 15, 18, 72, 76, 115, 130, 149
8o. '

Slewmargy Darony, 5, 6, 17, 176, to 104, 203, 204, 205,
~ Mounotaios, 1106,
Smiths, Hire of, 47T.
Smoakimg, Cullem of, 154.
Soap Manufaflories, 148.
Societics, Farming, 1§51, 201, 212y 213.
Soil and Surface, 14, 15, 49, 51, 7I, 75 84, 94, 90, 110,
123, 126, 127, 130, 131, 135, 138, 1706.
Southwell, Bowen, Efg. 127. |
Sowing, 52- :
Spade, 39, 40 5§, 71y 75, 140—PFrice of, 40.
Epllpttm,ﬂwhu, g7,
nning, 5§
v Fnj.r.:imim Cotton, 67, 105, 127, 134 14T 148,
Spire of Porarlington, 1 36.
Spirits, §8, 84, 14, 150, TE§.
Epringmnun'r. Demelne, g5.
Stakes, 42.
Stands for Corn, 45.
Staples,, Sir Robert, Bart. go.
Stapleton, J. Elq. 188.
State of Education, 150,
| rtys 19.
Steam E::g:ﬂ, 1 8g.
—_—e— Want of, 18g, 191, 194.
Steeples, 1085, 117, 188,
Et:ﬂlu. Mr".‘. 68.
Stirrups and Bits, Manufalture of, 147.
Stone Quarries, 120, 115, 149. - '
— Walls, 41, 43, 45.—Coft of, 41. '
Store Cattle, 4, 69, 72, 76, 77, $24, 1310, 143; 145, 169
Straboe Church, Ruios of, 137. -

T Seradbally
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Stradbally Barony, 5, 6, 124, 129, 156, to 175, 203, 204,

205%.
Bridge, 172.
Church, 169,
Hall Demeioe,

a ne, 1 I I
Mills, 172. %9 173, 174 &
'_'__.];j"r' 169, 171.
———— Town, 123, 140, 168, 1 160, 171, 20C.
Sriw Bhioiee. % oo 3 14 5% 159, 109, 171, 20§
w~— To the Soil, reltoring, 37, 57, 166.
otreams, Mountain, 3, 118, 119,
Strongbow, Earl, 63, 65, 109.
Stubber, Robert, Efq. 76, B1, go, gr.
Stuffs, 151-3541 84, 101, 130, 142, 147, 149, 1§53, 170,

1

Q.
Subjects, General, 57, 83, 103, 127, 134, 146, 169,
1

Subferiptions for Poor, 171.

Suir River, 185.

Suit and Service at Manor Court, 37.

Superftition, 24. _ :

Superflitious Prejudice againit counting the number of People
in Families, 2.

Surface and Soil, 4, 15, 40 51 Tis 75 E'h Q4 9'5: 110,
123, 126, 127, 130, 131, 135, 138, 176,

Swedilh Turnip, 50—Recommended by Mr. Dexter, ibid.

Tables, 203, 204, 205

Tallow, 54, 77, 101, 124,132, 143, 165, 180.

Tacning, §4-

Tan-Yards, 68, 85, 10§, 148.

T‘:Ik WI:I-I'h ‘E. Igsi

Taxes, 16, 38, 81, 102, 125.

Teams of Horfes and Oxen, Expence of, 168,

Temple, Lord, 85.

Tenures and Eftates, 19, 36, 55.

Thatchers, Hire of, 47.

Thickfet Manufaflure, 127.

Threfhers, Hire of, 47.

Threfhing, 40, 50, 140, 158.

Machine, 39, 44, 45, 74» 177, Price of; 39.

Tierney, Mr. 1806, _

Tiles, Manufacture of, 148.

Tillage, 4, 24, 38, 49, 51, 60, 71, 72, 74» 75» 79» B2,
83, 87, Bo, g6, o8, 102, 126, 139, 143, 176

w385,
Timahoe
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Timahoe Fair, 207.

em— . Plﬁﬂll' 54.

Village, 51, 52, 69, 205.

Timh:r,gtﬁ, 62, 66, 86, 87, 97, 103, 117, 135, 152, 172,
187.

. v & 144.
i, ﬁ:ﬁ:méunnﬂ 36.

Tinehinch Barooy, §, 6, 139, to 155, 203, 204, 20%.:
———— Fair, - 207. )
Tithe, 29, 30, 58, 72. 79, 84, 96, 104, 134, 170, 184.
Barley, |
Bere,
.Lﬂﬂlh'-, 'Jﬂ*-
Meadow,
Qatr.
Potatoer, g7, 135 204.
Sheep, 97, 204.
Wiheat, 204.
Tithe, Farming, a Grievance, go.
A— Pﬂ?‘ﬂﬂ"p 311' IIIE"'"‘
-, Table of, :ﬂfiud
Togher, near Ca y» 154
Tollerton Cul]iﬂﬂi:r 188.
Tomb, 93
N ] one 'ﬂ'f the D'HEI'H"I:‘!, ﬁs.
Towers, Round, 69, g1, 107, 149, 174,
Town Lands, 4, §» 0, 203,
Towns, 3, 5, 203.
—, Market,
» Poft, g 205.
» Table of,
Treble Harrow, ,
Trees, 86,87,
Alder, 16,
Afk, 41, 86, 118, 136, 172, 186, 187,
m 118.
s O2.
Deal, 86, 172, 187.
Elm, 169, 172.
Evergreens, 118,137, 138, 173.
Forefl Treer, 186,
Lareh, 89,
ﬂd}i tﬁ: -q-:l- E'ﬁ‘- I?.:l [E?'I-
Walnut, 62, 137.
Trefoil, 53, 75, 101, 126, 164.
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Trench, Frederick, Elq. 62, 66.

, Rev. Mr. 1 36.

Trenching, 71, 75: 120y 123, 140,

Troyt, 85,178

Turf, 83, 128.

—— Cutters, Hire of, 47.

—— Price of, 68, 83, 134, 149, 196,

A ——— Rﬂliﬁl’ 4'ﬁl .
Turkeys, Price of, 196. _

Tﬁr-i-'.l A 51 52, 74 ?El Q7 123, 131, 159" 160, ]'51::

177 178.
» Swedifh, so.

Tydd, Sir John, Bart, 97, 8, 221.

Vallancey, General's Anceftors, 111. Opinionas to the Ongwn
of Roond Towers, 69, 70.

Value of Land, 2.

VEIEHHE EM’IF.] Iy 75 95 'EI-E: 1315 13 3» 162, I.ﬁjj J"?"'f

vmiﬂl 4 45~

Vetches, g1, 744 75+

Vicars, Mr. 74, 76, 77-

"Fili:ﬂrl'lznwn. 171.

Villages T
- : %?lhlt of, 20%.

Til!'i::n Mai'ln? 1!, 85.

Ullter, Earl of, 03.

U]:p-:r' Offory Ilr]3-:1‘:::113'*,. s, 6, 16, 71 to 93, 165, 203, 204

205. | :
—— Earl of, 91.
Upper Wﬂﬂéﬁ Cantred, §s 71s 723 TS 26, 77, 81, 82,83, £4s
85, 86, 87, 88.

Wages, 44, 57 B4 104y 105, 134 145, 170, 184, 195,

"y

Walout Trees, 62, 137. :
Walpole Family, 77. _

. Mr. 86.

Wallh, Dean, 157, 188,

—, General, 117.

Walls, 45.

—, Coping, 42.

Wandesford, Lord, 199.

Want,
ey T
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Wiﬂt. 'ﬂf
Capital, 19, 20, 69, 190.
Employment, 152, 15¢.
Induflry, 87, 170.
Ll.‘:l_?'.i:':r, (Good) 152
Manufallures, 88, 109,
Nurferies, 87
Roadr; 193.
Steam Enginer, 189, 191, 190

Warburton, Colonel, 133.

Ward, Charles, Efq. 187.

Ware, Sir James, §, 91. _

Wafte, 1, 2, 3 §7. 69, 87, 128, 135, 141, 143 152, 1652,
IT:. lETl :ﬂ;. :

Water, 3, 17 44 45, 62, 65, 86, B9, 151, 152, 170, 171,
1 86, 2013. -

—— — Carriage, $59.

Caftle Demelpe, 67.

Watering Meadow, 56, 77, 7E,+ rs.

Weaving, Cotton, Apprenticethipsto, 148.

., Fa&ory, Cotton. GS.

Webb, Mr. 118.

Weeding, 43-

Weeds, 19, 52, 124.

Weights, 88.

_ 'Weirs, Eel, 17, 85.

Weldon, Colonel Stewart, 122, 127, 128, 129.

Wells, 106, 114, 116, 137.
E’:Emu’:h County Lakes, Go. i Bs o8, 10, 138
heat Cr Iy 53, 72: 73 T4 T3» J00 300 1
aps, 4-]9;;, 130, 1315 139, 1565 157, 161, 162, 176,
Price ofy § 15 89, 196
_ rice O 1 s :
i Pmauu'u?, 51, 72; 88, 95, §6; 123, 139, 141 157s
177.
—., Tithe of, 204
White, Mr, 75, 76, 86.
Whyte, Mr. 78.
Wind Mills, 121, 129, 135, '40.
Winnowing Machine, 3g, 158. Fnee of, 39.
n Women, éhar:ﬂ:r of, 88, 170, 187.

—, Wages of, 47, 195-

" Wood Fuzl, 144.

mejl_p 2 tﬁ'll 135"' a
Annagh, 86.

Afebrook, Lord's, 87. Caflledurrow,
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Woods. (Continued, )
Caffledurrow, 54.
Gracefield, 128.
* Mountrath, Lord’s, B7-
Naﬂﬁ Grove,
y 128.
Wool, 54, -;tﬁ. 775 101, 124, 132, 143, 165, 180. Price of,
54-
M:lnuliﬂur:, 54., mh 146, 180,

Work and Services exafled in old es, 27
Working Bullocks, 53, 73.
Worfted Manufafture, 85, 143, 147-

Yoking, Mode of, 49, 73, 123, 157» 167, 177-
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In Sect. §.~——Cnarrer XVIIL

Beaulieu, Right Honourable, Earl.
Carew, Robt. Shapland, Efq.
WH.I.I':T-.. ———— Efq;

Wefteora, . Efg.
DIRECTIONS TO THE BINDER.

Map of the County to face the Title.

Lime EKiln, - - - page = 4§
Drill Machine, - = — =« 160
Hormn Yoke, - - - — = 107

ERRATA-
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ERRATA.

In the Preface, page viii, line 5, dele, which,
Page 12, No. 38, for Offery, read, Qffory.
e 18, line 11, for filed, read, flyled.
— Sy for Sed.gvvondy S
——ﬂ: line 314 for fBoyl; md.ﬁaﬂﬂ‘ g
— —, line 24, for aty read, as,

i 41, line 7, for eight, read, eighteen.
—— 45, line 30, after, tem, infert, fhillings per.
— g7, line 33, and in page 107, line 23, for Dona-
miacey, veady, Dunamafe. : '
— 101, line 16, hﬁﬂdﬁﬂl; infert, .
—— 137, line 13, for Dawfon's Grove; read, Dawfon .
Court, ; :

| — 146, line 12, for proves, read, prove. E.
a5 171, line 7, for o, read, o, o
—" 189, line 29, for £.7, read, £17.

—— 206, line 1o, for Cullinbill, read, Cullibull.
— ———— 11, for Culliaph, vead, Cullinagh.
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