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IRELAND,

ITS SCENERY, CHARACTER, &c. &o.

KRILKENNY.

— =

KILKENNY is in the province of Leinster—an inland county—bounded on
the north by the Queen’s county; on the south by the county of Waterford
(from which it is divided by the river Suir); on the west by the county of
Tipperary ; and on the east by the counties of Carlow and Wexford—being
separated from nearly the whole of the latter by the Nore ;:—

“ The stubborn Newre, whose waters ETrey,
By fair Kilkenny and Ross-ponte board.'

So it is styled by Spenser. The general aspect of the county is level, but, the
soll bemg very fertile, the prospect is at all times cheering.

To visit Kilkenny, we voyaged along the beautiful river Nore, and landed

at the pretty little town of Inistioge, close to far-famed Woodstock., The

river is here crossed by a bridge, a very elegant structure of fen equal arches,

YiEL. I, T
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2 IRELAND.

the southern side of which is ornamented by lonie pillars. There are few
seats in Great Dritain so richly and gracefully endowed by Nature, or so

improved by science and taste, as that of Woodstock. The rarest shrubs of

various foreign lands are skilfully mingled with * old Patrician trees” that

have been rooted there for centuries ; while the * plebeian underwood,” that
fills every sequestered nook, seems ““in place* in the midst of cultivation, for
it prevents the eye from discovering a single spot of nakedness. Into the

broad river that skirts the banks a score of tributary streams are rushing ; now
and then as miniature cataracts down lesser precipices ; occasionally forming

o el

a placid basin, where the trout may be seen basking or at play; or rippling
onwards, through, or beneath, overhanging boughs, making the sweet and

gentle music that, more than any other earthly sound, cheers and calms at
once. Little valleys and small hills, undulating slopes and rough precipices,
steps formed by the roots of aged oaks, rocks shaped by the hand of Time
into forms grotesque—such are a few of the varied gifts with which Nature
has bountifully enriched Woodstock. Art has been busy among them, but
with so rare a skill that it seems to have laboured, always, under the direction
and control of Nature. On two or three of the heights, and also immediately
skirting the river, graceful and picturesque cottages have been erected ; the
former command magnificent views of the distant mountains and the adjacent
valleys, while from the windows of the latter may be seen the salmon leaping
—literally—*in shoals.” The gardens that adjoin the house are happily
contrasted with the natural luxuriance of the ground ; the beds are formal,

and of artificial character, but filled to abundance with flowers from all parts
of the world. It is impossible for either the pen or pencil to render

Justice to this fascinating place; we have selected one scene—only because
it will bring the beauties of Woodstock to the memories of all by whom they
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have been seen—the cottage beside which the boats are moored, and where
hiberal arrangements have been made for the accommodation of visitors.
Amid these * delicate marvels ” the accomplished authoress of *“ Psyche *
spent many years: here the sweetest of her poems were composed, and here

she died, in the spring of the year 1810—bequeathing to the world a volume
of pure thoughts conveyed in graceful and eloquent verse *.

It was evening when we quitted Woodstock and took the road to
Kilkenny. Passing through Thomastown, a very old borough, so called from
its founder, Thomas Fitzanthony, one of the earliest of the English settlers,
we diverged somewhat from the regular route to visit the ancient abbey of
Jerpoint. The sun had gone down, and the hour was in harmony with the

solemn and impressive character of the scene. The ruins occupy an area of
three acres, and retain abundant evidence of the beauty as well as extent of
the time-honoured structure. It was founded, according to Archdall, in

1180, by Donough Fitz-Patrick, king of Ossory, for Cistertian monks, and
dedicated to the Virgin. The abbot was a peer of Parliament: and among

* We found in an ** Album,"” deposited in one of the cottages, where visitors are expected to insert their
names, the following epigram, which we considered worth transeribing : —

* Here, in this happy Eden of our earth,

Dwelling with Nature and her holy train,
A mortal woman gave a spirit birth,

And Psyche made immortal once again."’

-
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the mitred abbeys of Ireland, that of Jerpoint was esteemed 1 wealth and
architectural grandeur the fourth in the kingdom. On its suppression, in
1540, it possessed 6500 acres in demesne land ; which, being surrendered by

L

Oliver Grace, the last lord abbot, were granted, together with its other

estates, to Thomas, tenth earl of Ormond. The hour, some old memories,

and the singularly picturesque character of these remains, with which the
hand of the Destroyer has dealt more leniently than with others, contributed

to leave upon our minds a very forcible impression of their singular grandeur
and beauty; they stand alone in their magnificence ; there is no object within
ken to distract the attention—nothing to disturb the imagination in recalling
them to their condition of wealth and splendour, to contrast it after a while,
with their fallen state, as we pace through dilapidated aisles, among broken
sculptured sepulchres of its ancient lords, or *¢ close-packed > graves of the
poor peasants of yesterday *.

* We may, perhaps, be allowed to extract a few stanzas from a boyish poem, written, and * privately
printed,”” anonymously, many years ago, ** On visiting Jerpoint Abbey.”” It has been brought to our remem-

brance less by the locality we are deseribing than by finding it quoted by Mr. Moore, in the third volume of
his “ History of Ireland,” and there characterised as ** a poem of considerable merit.” We hope for pardon,

therefore, if we are tempted—by a compliment, from so high an authority, to the muse by whom we have
long ceased to be influenced —to trespass upon time and space that might be better occupied.

1 gaze where Jerpoint's vonerable pile,
Majestic in its ruins, o'er me lowers :

The worm now crawls through each untrodden aisle,
And the bat hides within its time-worn towers.

It was not thus, when, in the olden time,
The boly inmates of yon broken wall
Lived free from woes that spring from eare or erime—

Those shackles which the grosser world enthiral.



S
|

KILKENNY. o

A short distance east of the road from Thomastown to RKilkenny, between

Bennetsbridge and Dungarvon, is the round tower of Tulloherin, one of five
that still exist within the boundaries of the county. It is in a fair state of

" = I - —

Then, when the setting sun-beams glisten"d o'er
The earth, arose to heaven the vesper song ;

But now the sacred sound is heard no more,
No music floats the dreary aisles along:

Ne'er from its chancel soars the midnight prayer,
Its stillness broken by no earthly thing,

Save when the night-bird wakes the echoes there,
Or the bat flatters its unfeather'd wing.

Here, where 1 stand, porchance, was once the scenc
Sway'd by the feudal chieftains of the spot.
No records live to tell what they have been ;
Their laurels faded, and their fame forgot ;
Save when sowe peasant quotes the name of Grace,
Allied to thoughts of noble deeds and days,
To give that ancient and herole race
The heartfelt tribute of a peasant’s praise ;
. Or sings, in rude but energetic strains,
Some legendary tale of times gone by ;
Beholds yon abbey’s desolute remains,
And quotes the annals of its brillianey,
When to its stately porch and sculptured nave
In better days the poor and sorrowing hied,
And as the holy fathers solace gave,

Found their griefs soften’d and their wants supplied.
. * * =

Nor let thy last lord, Jerpoint, be forgot,
Whose sorrows teach a lesson man should Im.'r'::.:
But fancy leads me to the very spot
From whence he parted, never to return.
I mark the venerable abbot stand
Bencath the shadow of his church’™s towers,
Grasping the wicket in his trembling hand,
Reverting to past scepes of happier hours,
And dwelling on the many years gone by,
Since first his young lip breathed his earliest prayer,
To lisp of Him who lives beyond the sky,
And nurse the hope he might behold Him there,
Avd now he gazes, ere his stops depart,
While carthly feelings wake that long had slept ;
When, with a look that spoke a breaking heart,
He turn’d him from his hallow'd home and wept.
* L] » L
But mark where youder dusky clouds roll on,
To cast a darkor shade on all belaw 1
Now that the song of birds is hush'd and gone,
The stream makes lonely music in ita flow ;
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preservation, but without the cap ; the ruins of a large church are, as usual,
close beside it; the church is not very ancient, but appears to have been

erected since the introduction of the pointed style of architecture. The
stones (of red sandstone) that formed the doorway have been removed by

the peasantry to make “ Fire-stones.” Unfortunately, in several other

Thy stream, thou lovely river ! thine, sweet Nore !
Flowing, though all around thee fecl decay ;
Thy banks still verdant as in days of yore,
Through the same plains thy erystal waters stray ;
Still through the same untrodden pathway glide,
On, to the trackless ocean’s silver shore,
Till mingling with the sea’s eternal tide,
The fair, the clear, the pure, exist no more.
How like each carly hope, each youthful thought !
When the young heart like yonder stream might stray,
Till from the world its spotless hue had caught
The taint of care and sorrow on its way.

O Night ! how many athing we learn from thee—
Mother of contemplation ! we may gaze
Through thy thick curtain on the Deity,
With eyes unblinded by the sun’s bright blaze.
Ob, nurse of Fancy ! on thy spotless wing,
When in thy holy west the day-beam falls,
To happier, brighter worlds the soul may spring,
And leave the day to its ephemerals.
How oft, when thou wert passing o’er the earth,
And trampling nature’s fairest on thy way,
Thy shadows gave my pensive feelings birth,
And 1 have loved in thy lone hour to stray !
Thy coronet was gemm®d with worlds of light,
By distance soften’d ; and thy sable dress
Was sparkled o'er by orbs, that beam'd so bright,
As they were conscious of thy loveliness,

But now it seems as "twere thy mourning hour ;
The dew thou weep'st falls heavily around ;

And nature feels not thy refreshing power
Give trees their bloom, and verdure to the ground.

Farewell ! all chill and cheerless as thou art,

Thy clouds hang o'er yon fane j; whose fallen state—
How true an emblem of the human heart !

That, once deserted, soon is desolate.
Farewoll l—those relies of the daye gone by,

Have waken'd feelings which thy shadowy reign
Has call’d forth into being ; and thy sky,

Though dark, T have not gazed upon in vain.—
Farewell | yon ruin'd tower and broken wall,

Near which on many an eve I"ve loved to stray,

Teach me, that thus our proudest hopes must fall,
And leave us, time-worn, darkly to decayv.
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instances we had occasion to remark the carelessness displayed in preserving
these singular, interesting, and mysterious relics of remote ages; in some
cases the foundations have been undermined, and it is to be apprehended
that in a few years many of them will be altogether lost.
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The first object that strikes the visiter on entering Kilkenny is its famous
Castle, the ancient and present seat of  the Ormonds,” standing on a small hill
that overlooks the river Nore. It has recently been put into complete repair
by its most noble, and respected, and estimable lord, and now, therefore, recalls
little of its early history. The traces of age and of “ honourable scars® are

altogether lost; and fancy will strive in vain to associate * the fortress ™
closely with the contests of centuries. It is said to have been originally
erected by Strongbow ; to have been soon afterwards destroyed by the Irish ;
and to have been rebuilt in 1195, by William, Lord Marshal, Earl of
Pembroke. In 1391 it came, by purchase, into the possession of James
Butler, third Earl of Ormond, in whose descendants it has remained vested
—while so many other properties in Ireland have changed hands—to the
present day. The principal attraction in the castle is the picture-gallery—
a noble apartment, about 150 feet in length ; it contains a fine collection of
portraits. They illustrate the long career of this distinguished family, which
occupies a station so conspicuous, and so honourable, in the history of Ireland.

The founder of the illustrious house of Orinond was Theobald Walter,
one of the followers of Henry the Second, who bestowed upon him a large
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grant of his newly-acquired possessions in Ireland. To these lands the king
added, about six years afterwards, the office of chief-butler of Ireland, whiel
like the estate, was made hereditary. o this office was annexed soon after
a grant of the prisage of wines, which entitled the Butler to one tun of
wine out of nine brought by any ship into the ports of Ireland.
ancient sirname of this family is a matter of dispute; but from this time
it is well known they took the mame of their office and were called
Boteler, Botiller, Le Bottiller, or Butler, often holding the chief offices
of the kingdom of Ireland and distinguishing themselves by activity and
loyalty. In 1315, Edmund le Botiller was created Earl of Carrick, as a
reward for his services in opposing an invasion from Scotland. His sor
James le Botiller, marrying the cousin german of Edward the Third, was
made Earl of Ormond in 1323, and in 1328 obtained from that king all the
rights of a palatine in the county of Tipperary. This grant, which was
originally intended only as a personal favour to the first earl, after being
called, was enlarged by the same king, who made the Palatinate of Tipperary
an hereditary possession. James, the first Earl of Ormond, was succeeded by
his'son, who, on account of his royal extraction, was called the “ noble earl,”
and whose modesty procured him in Ireland, where accidental appellatio
are much in use, the more valuable distinction of “ James the Chaste.”
1359, he was made Lord Justice of Ireland, an office which he occasions
held for several years; * being thought the most proper person to keep 16
kingdom in safety against the attempts both of the French and Scots.”
James, the third Earl, was made Lord Justice of Ireland i 1392, b
Richard the Second, in which office he died, after having reduced the power-
ful clan of the Byrnes to become Federators or Liegemen. He left his estates
with the addition of the Castle of Gowran, which he built, and of Kilkenny;
and the manors adjacent, which he purchased, to his son, James, the fourth
Earl, who was so much esteemed for his learning and prudence that, before
he arrived at age to take possession of his estates, he was, in the absence of
the Lord-Lieutenant, left Lord-Deputy of the kingdom, and in that post p -
sided in the Parliament. Some years afterwards he was, by Henry the Fifth,
constituted Lord-Lieutenant: defeated the Irish in several remarkabie
skirmishes ; and was so much regarded by the Crown, that he was not onl§
made Lord-Lieutenant a second and a third time, by Henry the Sixth, but was

.

so favoured by his master that when a charge of treason was brought against
him by the Talbots, in 1456, the King dismissed it, and forbade its reviva
under pain of “ royal indignation.” The fifth Earl was beheaded, as a par
tisan of the House of Lancaster; his brother, having been restored to
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estate, by Edward the Fourth, and “making a journey to Jerusalem, died in
the Holy Land.” Hissuccessor dying without male issue, the Irish estates
fell to a remote cousin, Sir Piers Botiller ;: but Sir Thomas Bullen, a favourite

of King Henry’s, who had married one of the daughters of the sixth Earl,
desired of the Earl of Ormond the resignation of his title. * To propose and
to command, to command and to compel,” writes the old Family biographer,
““ were words of nearly the same import with Henry the Eighth,” and, there-
fore, the proposal was accepted * with great readiness ;" but upon the death
of Sir Thomas soon afterwards, Sir Piers was restored to the title ;: an act of
parliament having been passed to establish his right * that it might neither

in him nor in his posterity be thereafter questioned *.”
His son, the Lord James, who retained also his father's title of Earl of
Ossory, had for many years the direction of the treasury in Ireland, but being

summoned to England, in consequence of a dispute with the Lord Deputy,
about raising a nmew tax, he was poisoned with sixteen of his servants at an
entertainment at Ely House. His successor, Lord Thomas, was the famous
opponent of the Desmonds, and conducted the government of Ireland for
Queen Elizabeth. James the First, on his accession, renewed Ormonde’s
commission of Lieutenant-General of the Army. The Earl’s great rival was
the Earl of Leicester ; and Carte relates several anccdotes characteristic of

the courage of the one and the cowardice of the other +.

* Sir Piers Butler, during the suspension of the title of Ormonde, which was transferred to Bullen in
1527, was created Earl of Ossory, and was a vory loyal subject of the King. The Earl of Kildare, the great
adversary of himself, his predecessors, and his successors, proposed to him and his son, Lord James Butler, to
unite their strength to subdue the kingdom and to share it botween them, but received from the young lord

the following answer :—** Taking pen in hand to write to you my absolute answer, I muse in the first line by
what pame to call you—my lord, or my cousin—secing your notorious treason hath impeached your loyalty

and hononr, and your desperate lewedness hath shamed your kindred.  You are, by your expressions, so
liberal in parting stakes with me, that a man would weeno you had no right to the game ; and so importunate
for my company, as if you would persuade me to hang with you for good-fellowship. And think you, that
James is'so bad as to gape for gudgeons, or so ungracious as to sell his truth and loyalty for a piece of Ireland ?
Were it so (as it cannot be) that the chickens you reckon were both hatehed and fenthered ; yet be thou sure,

1 bad rather in this quarrel die thine enemy than live thy partner. For the kindness you proffer me, and
good-will, in the end of your letter, the best way Lean propose to requite you that is, in advising vou, though
you have fetched your fence, vet to look well before you leap over., Ignorance, error, and a mistake of duty

hath earried you unawares to this folly, not yot so rank but it may be cured. The king is a vessel of mercy
and bounty ; your words against his majesty shall not be counted malicious, but only bulked out of heat and
impotency ; except yoursell by heaping of offences discover a mischievous and wilful meaning. —Farewell !

T Ormonde used often to tell hor Majosty in plain terms, that Leicester was a villain and a coward.
The Earl of Ormonde coming one day to court, met Leicester in the ante-chamber, who bidding him
good-morrow, said, ** My Lord of Ormonde, 1 dreamed of you last might.”"—* What could you dream of
me " asked Ormonde. **1 dreamed,"” says the other, ** that I gave you a box on the ear.” * Dreams.”

answered the Earl, “are to be interpreted by contraries ;" and without more ceremony, gave the Earl an
hearty cuff on the car. He was upon this sent to the Tower, but was liberated soon afterwards,

YOL. 1. 8
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The Earl dying without male issue, the title and estates descended to his
nephew, Earl Walter, upon whose death they where inherited by his grand-
son, James, the first Duke of Ormonde—distinguished in history as the “ Great
Duke :” who was Lord-Lieutenant and chief governor of Ireland upwards of
thirty years. He was the twelfth Earl of the family, and the seventh who
bore the name of James: and was born at Clerkenwell, in London, on the
19th of October, 1610, and succeeded his grandfather in 1632 ; his father
having been drowned * near the Skerries ™ in 1619.

He gave early evidence of his gallantry, and *‘ found means to marry his
cousin,” heiress of the estates that had been forced by James the First from
the house of Ormonde, and so re-united the title to the immense possessions
of his ancestors. The indomitable courage which he manifested through
life was exhibited on one of the earliest occasions of his appearance in public

to sustain the honours of his family. The animosity in the Irish Parliament
having risen so high that there was danger lest their debates should termi-
nate in blood, the Lord Deputy issued a proclamation forbidding any man to
sit in either House with his sword. * The Usher of the Black Rod was
planted at the door of the House of Lords to receive the swords of the Peers,
and as the Earl of Ormonde was coming in, demanded his, but was refused ;

that officer hereupon showed the proclamation, and repeating his demand in a
rough manner, the Earl told him if he had his sword i1t should be in his
bowels, and so marched on,” and took his seat with his weapon girded
to his side. The deputy imagining his authority treated with contempt,
summoned the Peer to answer for his conduct ; upon which Lord Ormonde
said he had so acted in obedience to a higher authority, and exhibited
the king’s writ, which summoned him to attend Parliament * cum
gladio cinctus.” The boldness of the Earl obtained for him the friendship
of the Lord Deputy, who * made him a privy counsellor at five-and-twenty
years of age.” It would be foreign to our purpose to detail the various
incidents in the life of this accomplished nobleman ; they fill three huge folio
volumes, of Carte ; the history of his life being indeed that of his country for
nearly half a century.

In 1688, “the great Duke’ was succeeded by his grandson, James, the eldest
son of the Earl of Ossory, who died before his illustrious parent®. The talents

*® The son of “the great Duke,” the Earl of Ossory, unhappily died early, in his fortioth year ; but not

until be had contributed largely to sustain the honours and increase the reputation of his family. A more
perfect character than the Earl has not perhaps existed in modern times, “ In a wond,” writes the historian,

** his virtne was unspotted in the contre of a luxurious court ; his integrity unblemished amid all the vices
of the times ; his honour untainted through the course of his whole life.”” The tonching apostrophe of
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and virtues, as well as the fortunes, of the princely race were inherited by this
brave and excellent nobleman. Honours and distinctions were heaped upon

him by William the Third and Queen Anne; but in 1715 he was impeached
upon a shallow charge of conspiring to restore the Stuarts to the throne. In a

moment of angry pique he refused to meet his accusers, retired to France, and
joined the party ofthe Pretender ; the consequence was, his attainder and the
forfeiture of his estates ; and he died in exile at Avignon, a pensioner on the
bounty of the King of Spain.

An act was, however, passed, in 1721, to enable the duke’s brother, the
Earl of Arran, to purchase the Irish estates, excepting the Palatinate of

g E

ipperary, which was extinguished ; and, as it was subsequently decided
that no proceeding of the English legislature could affect Irish dignities, this
nobleman was in reality the fourteenth Earl and third Duke of Ormond,
although he never assumed the titles; and on his death without issue,
_"tHéir became extinct. In 1791 they were restored by the Irish House of

Lords to John Butler, Esq., of Garryricken, who became seventeenth Earl of
Ormond. He was succeeded by his son Walter, eighteenth earl, created in

1516 Marquis of Ormond. Dying without issue, he was succeeded in 1820
in the earldom by his brother James, who on the 5th of October, 1825, was

advanced to the dignity of Marquis of Ormond in the peerage of Ireland.
Immense possessions of this princely house have been, from time to
time, wrested from them ;. although they are still very considerable. W hen

Evelyn, on the death of his “noble and illustrious friend,"” contains a volume. * Fis majestic never lost a
worthier subject, nor father a better or more dutiful son: a loving, gencrous, good-natured, and perfectly
obliging friend—one who had done innumerable kindnesses to several before they knew it ; nor did he ever
advance any that were nol worthy ; no one more brave, more modest y none more humhlilz-, saber, and every
way virtuous, Unhappy England ! in this illustrious person’s loss. Universal was the moursing for him, and
the culogies on him. O sad father, mother, wife, and children! What shall 1add? He deserved all that o
sincere friend, n hrave soldier, a virtuous eourtier, a loyal subjeet, an honest man, a bountiful master, and »
good Christian, could deserve of his prinee and countrv,” But even this fine panegyric is weak in comparison
with that of the Earl's father,—pronounced in a single sentence, in reply to some expression of comdolence
—* I would not oxchunge my dead wen for any living son in Christendom " the most comprehensive and
nffecting eulogy over pronounced. One ancedote of the Earl cannot be repeated too frequently ; for it will
suffice alone to bear out the warmest praise of his biographers. Soon after the infamons attempt of the
ruffian Bloed to murder the Duke of Ormond—and in which he would have succeeded, but that he almed to
give a dramatic effect to the atrocious deed, by * banging his victim at Tyburn,” and was dragging him througl
the streets for that purpose, when the nobleman was rescued—the Farl of Ossory met in the King's chamber
the favourite Duke of Buckingham (who was universally believed to bave been the instigator of Blood), and
thus addressed him, while be sought refuge behind the King’s chair : * My lord, T know well that von are at
the bottom of this late sttempt of Blood's upon my father ; and, thercfore, I give you fair waming, if my
father comies to a violent death by sword or pistel, il he dics by the hand of a ruffian, or the more secret way
of poison, I shall not be at a loss to know the real anthor of it: I shall consider you as the assassin ; 1 shall
treat you as such, and I shall pistol von, though you stoed behind the King"s chair ; and 1 tell it you in his
Majeaty’s presence that you may be sure 1 shall keep my word,"
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its representative was attainted, in 1715, he was distinguished by the
following titles: The most high, puissant, and noble prince, James Butler,
Duke of Ormonde, Earl of Brecknock, and Baron of Lanthony and Moore
Park in England, Duke, Marquis, and Earl of Ormond, Earl of Ossory
and Carrick, Viscount Thurles, Baron of Dingle and Arklow in lIreland,
Baron of Dingwall in Scotland, hereditary lord of the regalities and
governor of the county palatine of Tipperary, and of the city, town, and
county of Kilkenny, hereditary lord-chief-butler of Ireland, lord-high-con
stable of England, lord-warden and admiral of the Cinque Ports, and
constable of Dover Castle, lord-lieutenant of the county of Somerset, lord-
lieutenant and custos-rotulorum of the county of Norfolk, high-steward of the
cities of -Exeter, Bristol, and Westminster, chancellor of the Universities of
Oxford and Dublin, colonel of the first regiment of Foot-Guards and of the
first regiment of Horse-Guards, captain-general, and commander-in-chief of
all her majesty’s forces by sea and land throughout the British dominions, ¢
acting in conjunction with allied powers, one of her majesty’s most hono
privy council in England and Ireland, knight companion of the most noble
Order of the Garter, and lord-lieutenant, general, and governor-general o
the kingdom of Ireland. The revenue of this great nobleman, and the estates
forfeited by him in England and Ireland, have been estimated at £50,000
year. Andin further illustration of the princely possessions of his family, i
may be added, on the authority of undoubted evidence adduced by
historian Carte, that his grandfather “ the first duke’s losses by the trouble:
of Ireland, in 1641, amounted to £868,500 16s. 9d., beyond all official profits
and every other description of remuneration nﬂerwards received.”

From the turrets of the castle, there is a striking view of Kilkenny, a
a magnificent prospect of the winding Nore, and the fertile valley throug
whichit passes. One isinstantly startled by thesingular effect, to be witnesses
nowhere else in the world, of a large assemblage of houses, with the usu |

chimneys, from which no smoke issues :—one of the marvels attributed to the
city in the old rhyme,

“ Fire without smoke, earth without bog,
Water without mud, air without fog,
And streets paved with marble,.”

The Kilkenny coal, of which we shall speak presently, gives no smoke;
there are few bogs in the vicinity ; the streets are literally paved with a black
marble raised in the immediate neighbourhood; fogs are, we believe, very
rare ; and although the Nore is here as muddy as the Thames at Bankside
a vast number of small streams run into it that are as clear as crystal.
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Kilkenny consists of English-Town and Irish-Town; the latter being,
of course, the more ancient, and retaining some of its early prescriptive rights,
having its own port-
reeve ; and, until
the Union, keeping
the privilege of
sending two mem-
bers to parliament. £
The oldest part ot [}
this old borough 1s §
“ the Butts Cross;™ /3
where, formerly,
the mmhabitants ex-
ercised themselves
at the long bow, to
which they were |
compelled by several Irish statutes *. The present Butts-Cross stands on the
site of the ancient butts ; and near it was the bull ring—the scene of a sport
once famous in Ireland ; or rather among the Anglo-Irish.

Kilkenny was, for a long period, strictly speaking, the capital of the English
Pale. Inthe year 1309 a parhiament was held in the city ; it is, indeed, asserted,
but upon doubtful authority, that the legislative assembly had previously met
here ; of its proceedings in 1309, however, many records have been preserved ;
one of its acts provided severe penalties against any of the English who “affected
the fashion of the Irnish ;™ 1t would seem with but httle effect, for about a

century afterwards, another, and still severer, statute was enacted to °
the contagion from spreading,” and to punish those who ““ looked on the long
glibbs of the natives as boasts and ornaments.”

In 1367, “ a splendid and numerous " assemblage met, as a parhament, at
Kilkenny ; over which presided Lionel, Duke of Clarence; and in that year
was passed the * famous™ statute, known in history as *“the statute of
Kilkenny +.”

B

‘ prevent

* That of Edward IV., A.D. 1464, in particular, recites * that every Englishman, and Irishman that
dwells with Englishmen and speaks English, that be betwixt sixteen and sixty in age, shall have au English

bow of his own length, with twelve shafis of the length of three quarters of the standard ; the bows of ewe,
wyche-liasel, awburne, or other reasonable tree, according to their power—the shafis in the same manner, on

pain of two-pence per month.” Again, * In every English towne in this land, the constable shall ordaine
one pair of butts for shooting; snd every man between sixteen and sixty shall muster at the butts, and
shoot up and down three times every feast day, on pain of an halfpenny per day."

T ** In the fortieth year of his reign,” says Sir John Davis, ** King Edward held that famous parliament
at Kilkenny, wherein many notable laws were enacted, which do show and lay open (for the law doth best
discover enormities) how much the English colonies were corrupted at that time, and do infallibly prove that
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A more memorable parliament than either of these, however, was held in

Kilkenny soon after “‘the grand rebellion™ of 1641. In 1642 “ the
Confederate Catho-

lics ** assembled in
this city, in a small
house, pictured in
the  accompany-
ing print*. Their
first meeting (of
“ deputies from all
parts of the king-
dom,") was held on
the 24th of October,
in that year; but
their earliest act
- was to protest that
the members were summoned merely for the purpose of consulting on their

which is laid down before ; that they were wholly degencrate, and fallen away from their obedience. For

first it appeareth by the preamble of these laws, that the English of this realm, before the coming over of

Lionel, Duke of Clarence, were at that time become mere Irish in their language, names, apparel, and all
their manner of living, and had rejected the English lnws and submitted themselves to the Irish, with whom

they had made many marriages and alliances, which tended to the utter ruin and destruction of the commans

wealth.” The statutes enacted on this occasion were to the following purport : that the Brehon (or old
Irish) law is an evil custom, and the use of it to be deemed treason : that marriage, nursing, and

gossipred, with the Trish be treason: that the use of Irish names, apparel, or language, be punished
with forfriture of Jands or imprisonment, until the party give security to conform to English customs;
that the settlers should not make war upon the Irish without the order of the state : that the English
should not permit the Irish to graze upon their land ; nor present an Trishman te an ecclestastieal
benefice ; nor receive them into monasteries or religious houses ; nor entertain any of their minstrels, rhymers,
or nows-tellers : mor cess horse or foot upon the English subject on pain of felony : and that sheriffs might
enter any liberty or franchise to apprehend felons, or traitors : and that four wardens of the peace should be
appointed in every county, to asscss every man’'s equal proportion of the public charge for men and armour,
A century later, the English had become still ** more Irish than the lrish.”” and in consequence additional

laws were enacted to *stay the plague.” An act was passed ordaining that no subject shall be shaved above Lis
ears, or wear glibs, or crommeals (mounstaches ), or linen dyed in saffron, or above seven vards of linen in their

shifts : and that no woman wear any Kirtle, or coat tucked up, or embroidered, or purnished with silk, nor

laid with usker after the Irish fushion : snd that mo person wear mantles, coats or hoods after the Irish
fashion (except women, Lorse-boyas, cow-boys, and soldiers, at the rising out and hostings, all which may
wear mantles) ; and that everybody shall endeavour to learn the English language and conform to the English
fashion, &e. It was followed soon afterwards by another act, directing © that noblemen shall have but twenty
eubits or bandles of linen in their shirts ; horsemen, cighteen ; footmen, sixteen : garsons, twelve ; clowns,
ten; and that none of their shirts shall be dyed with saffron. on pain of twenty shillings." The Iil:'ltl:l'l!'l of
Kilkenny, -E'_tre?t *'::.hm: that will that cvery subject shall ride in a saddle, and those that speak of the
;tﬂ:gg;l:[;t i-r.;llh.: Hr';;r:n:ﬁ;?di confirmed by the Irish Parliament, held before Sir Edward Poynings.

© " The meeting," according to Ledwich, ** was held in the house of Mr. Robert Shee, son of Sir Richard
Shee, now Mr, Langford's, in Coal-market ; the lords prelates and commaons all in one room ; Mr. Palriek
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own affairs, “until his majesty had settled these present troubles.” They
gave to their meeting, however, the character of a solemn parliament;
appointed two houses, in one of which sate the lords spiritual and temporal,
and in the other the representatives deputed by cities and towns ; nominated
a speaker; and “an eminent lawyer as a substitute for the judges.” The
“two houses™ assembled in one room. The room may still be examined by

the curious ; and the old oak table
and chair of the speaker are yet
preserved : we considered it would
be interesting to procure drawings
of them. The king and the
parliament in England, having
ample employment out of Ireland, &

]

suffered the confederates to pursue L%
their own course with little or no e = B

interruption ; although some show : -. = e
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of resistance was made by the e . ——— I

Marquis of Ormond, the lord-licutenant ; but towards the close of the year
1643, that nobleman comsidering “ the unsupportable wants and miseries
of the army, the great distress of many of his majesty’s principal forts, the
mmminent danger of the whole kingdom, and the impossibility of prosecuting
the war without large supplies, whereof they could not apprehend either hope
or possibility in due time, did for those reasons conceive it necessary for his

majesty’s honour and service, that the cessation should be agreed to upon the
articles then drawn up and perfected.”

The confederated catholics were left almost unopposed to pursue their
own course; their earliest effort was directed to the repeal of Poynings’
Law;* but “for the rule of their government they professed to receive

el

-
| o—

Darcy, bareheaded upon a stool, representing all or some of the judges and masters of chancery that used to
sit in parliament upon woolsacks ; Mr. Nicholas Plunket represented the speaker of the hiouse of commons,

and both lords and commons addressed their speech to him - the lords bad an upper room, which served them
as a place of recess, for private consultation, and when they had taken their resolutions the same were delivered
to the commons by Mr. Darey."” The chamber of meeting consisted of one large hall, forty-nine feet by
forty-seven ; with a dungeon underneath, twenty foet square, with which the hall communicated by a trap-
door and stone stairs, This hall is now subdivided into a kitchen, shop, and three or four rooma ; the house
being occupled by Mr. ¥ Thomas Huleatt " as ** the Kilkenny Commercial House.'” Our engraving 18 from
a drawing by Mr. J. Egan, aelever artist of Clonmel, to whom we are indebted for the majority of the illus-
trations contained in this Number, and to whose zealous and able co-opeTation wo bear wi‘lling testimony.

* Sir Edward Poynings was a Kentish gentleman, selected by Henry VII. to govern Ireland in 1494,

TI:I-{.' ‘l.ll:]'jf"l.'.!t- of I'.I-l.H IiEsIOmn Was [0 Illl.ll."" the I'!:I:I:I.'t:iF.:l.!l]!. nr |_]"||:- hn“m “f "'i'-u-rl-:* Il]"ill to reduece the natives Lo I-II.II--
joction. Buat he was not supported by forces sulficient for that cnterprise, and the Irish, by flying into their
wools and mountains, eluded his efforts. He, however, summaned a parliament at Hl"lllﬂllﬂlﬂi. in which ho was
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Magna Charta and the common and statute law of England in all p-?inu not
contrary to the Roman Catholic religion, or incuus.iﬂtent with t}'iE liberty of
Ireland ;”* they commanded all persons to bear faith and EI;HEEH].I]EE to the
king, and to maintain his just prerogatives; at the same time t}:ufjr utterly
denied and renounced the authority of his Irish government administered f:n.
Dublin by “a malignant party, to his Highness's great disservice, and in
compliance with their confederates, the malignant party of England.” b

“The administration of public justice,” we quote from Leland, * ey

n : :I

more successful, and passed that memorable statute, which is known as * Poynings' tﬂ."' nd w
established the suthority of the English government in Ircland. By this statute, eap. 22 all the

laws of England, concerning the public weal, were made to be of force in Ireland., Another of 1 nets,
known as Poyvings' law, 10th Henry VII., eap. 4, was intended to restrain the power as well of ihl:
deputy as the Irish Parliament ; and doubts having arisen as to the construction of this act, it was rw rd
(by St. 3 and 4 Ph. xnd M. e. 4) declared to mean—1st. That before any parliament be summoned or hole

the chief governor and council of Ireland shall certify to the king, under the great scal of Ireland, the cor

tions and causes of it,and the articles of the acts proposed to be passed in it. 2ud. That after the king, in his
council of England, shall have considered, approved, or altered the said acts or any of them, and certified ..l |
back under the great scal of England, and shall have given license to summon and hold a parlinment, them t
same shall be summoned and held ; and in it the said acts so certified, and no other, shall bo proposed, receivec
or rejected ; however, it was provided that any new propositions might be certified to England in the isual
forma, after the summons and during the session of parliament.  Considering the length of time requir .'--.:
and the danger incurred by a journey to England in those days, it is obvious that this chapter of Poymi '..-r'..:
statute was too inconvenient to be strictly observed in sessions where there was heavy of urgent business &
be transacted. Accordingly, in a parliament held in the following reign (28th Hen. VII1.) in which a reate
number of important statutes were passed than fu any preceding Irish Parlisment, it was repealed ns to his
act of that parliament—which was declarcd valid notwithstanding., See 28th Hen. VIIL., ce. 4 -lﬂ'.. he
same course was adopted soon after in another session, most important in the history of early Irish log lation,
the 11th Eliz.; but lest the precedent should be too lawlessly followed, it was in this year ordained that no
future bill to suspend or repeal Poynings’ Act should be certified into England without the consent first obt
of & majority of both houses. This one of Poynings' laws was not however finally repealed until 1782 : _ -.-
2] and 22 Geo. 111, . 47, Ir. But the usage has since been, that bills were often framed in either
house under the denomination of * heads for a bill or bills,"" and in that shape they were offered h_.: |

consideration of the lord-licutenant and privy council ; who, upon such parliamentary intimation, or ot

upon the application of private persons, received and transmitted such heads or rejected them,
transmission to England,

It was also, a8 we have stated, enacted by another of Poynings' laws (cap. 22), that all acts of =
liament, before made in England, should be of force within the realm of Ircland. But by the same m [
that no previous laws made in England were binding in Ireland, it followed that no acts of the English
Parliament made sinee the 10 Henry VII, bind the people of Ireland, A very large proportion of the import-
ant Eoglish statutes passed before the Union were, however, afterwards adopted in the lrish Parliament, r'
it was sometimes provided (without specifieally re-enacting them) that the English acts relating to partien
subjects should be in force in Ireland. -

FPrevious to the establishment of Poynings’ law, the method of passing statutes in Ireland “!_ﬂr .
same as in England, the chicf governor holding parliaments at his pleasure, which enacted such laws an they
thought proper. With respeet to the dependent state of Ircland, it was declared by 6 Geo. 1., cap. 5, that the
kingdom of Ireland ought to be subordinate to and dependent upon the imperial crown of Crent m-'

being inscparably united to it; and that the king's majesty, with the consent of the lords and commons of
Great Britain in parliament, hath power to make laws to bind the people of Ireland. But this act

repealed in 1782, and the Union, in 1600, changed the whole system of the government of Ireland.

: |_'-|_II _'|-.
=, |
- :T';I.!; .

-l

==

I - L -
| | I ..
1,
Ih
L

e
g



KILKENNY. 17

assumed to themselves. To each county they assigned a council, consisting

of twelve persons, who were to decide all matters cognizable by justices of the
peace, pleas of the crown, suits for debts and personal actions, and to name all
county officers except the high sheriff. From these there lay an appeal to
the provinecial councils, consisting of two deputies out of each county, who
were to meet four times in a year to decide suits like judges of assize, with
some particular limitations of their jurisdiction. From these, again, there lay
an appeal to what was called *“ The Supreme Council of the Confederate Catholics
of Ireland ; an assembly consisting of twenty-four persons, chosen by the
general convention. Of these, twelve were to reside at Kilkenny, or in some
other convenient town ; no fewer than nine were to compose a council ; and
of the sitting members, two thirds were to decide on every measure. This
council was to choose sheriffs out of three nominated by the county-council ;
to command all military officers and civil magistrates; to determine all
matters left undecided by the general assembly ; to hear and judge all causes
criminal and civil, except titles to lands ; to direct the conduct of war, and
every matter relative to the interest of the confederacy. For the greater
honour and security of this important assembly, a guard was assigned,
consisting of five hundred foot, and two hundred horse. As this scheme of
supreme council had been adopted from the ecclesiastical synod, so also was
the oath of association taken from their form, with a retrenchment of one part
only, in which the clergy bound their votaries never to consent to peace until
the church should be amply invested, not only with all 1its powers and privi-
leges, 1ts splendour and magnificence, but with all its ancient possessions,
which no zeal for religion could induce the present possessors to restore.™

The Roman Catholic religion was thus to a large extent re-established in
Ireland ; in 1645, the Roman Catholics had possession of nearly all the
churches in the kingdom ; and that they considered their objects completely
accomplished, is proved by a letter written by the Confederates to the Pope,
in 1644, * wherein, among enumerations of their good fortune, they exultingly
observe, Jam Deus optimus maximus catholico ritu palam eolitur; dum
cathedrales, plermqu’ suis antistibus; parochiales parochis; religiosorum
multa ecenobia propriis gaudent alumnis.™

In 1645, when civil discord was about to cease, and a treaty of peace was
actually signed by Lord Ormond and the leaders of the confederates, the
nuncio of the pope, John Battista Rinueceini, Archbishop of Firmano, landed
in Kerry, on the 22nd of October, 1645, bringing with him a supply of arms,
ammunition, and money, for the carrying on the war; he immediately pro-

ceeded to Kilkenny, and declared the objects of his coming—the principal of

VOL. 11, 1]
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which was “to establish the Roman Catholic religion.” His first step was to
issue a decree of excommunication against all who had been instrumental to
the treaty ; and he succeded in his efforts so to inveolve the country in war,
that Ormond was utterly deprived of the power to render any aid to his
master, during the struggle he was making for his crown and life in England.
This state of affairs was only put an end to by the arrival of Oliver Cromwell
before the walls of the city—on the 23rd of March, 1650 ; he at once sum-
moned it to surrender ; after a brief and ineffectual defence by the governor,
Sir Walter Butler, articles were agreed to, and a page, more remarkable

than honourable, in the history of Kilkenny, was filled up.

There is, perhaps, no city in Ireland so full of striking, interesting, and—
notwithstanding the unseemly localities in which they are, for the most part,
situated—picturesque, ruins as Kilkenny. Our way was guided through
numerous alleys and by-lanes, to examine relies of the olden time ; we found
wretched hovels propped up by carved pillars; and in several instances
discovered Gothic door-ways converted into entrances to pig-sties. It was a
painful, indeed a revolting, picture of the mingling of ancient glories with
existing miseries ; for, at the period of our visit, poverty had forced its way
into nearly every cabin; and absolute starvation might be noted in many a
form and face. Ruins of abbeys, churches, castles, and castellated houses, are

tobe encounteredin every
quarter ; some of them,
however, have been res-
. cued from the grasp of
& thespoiler; asin the case
of the Black Abbey
¢ recently converted into

a Roman Catholic chapel,
in which the gaudiness
and glittering * finery * of
modern taste were oddly

_ and painfully mingled
with the solemn grandeur of ancient state®. The priory of St. John, in “ the

* The Roman Cathaolic chapels throughout Ireland, with the excception of a few in the principal towns

are exceedingly ungrceful structures, resembling, in their exterior, rather huge and ungainly barns ﬂ“;;
edifices fur Divine worship. This is to be regretted, as evideocing bad taste in the builders, and either iﬂﬂ-ﬂ"'
ﬁ!r_ﬂlm to, or imability to appreciate, elegance, in the population. We must no doubt stiribute much of this
c¥il to the waut of sufficient funds 3 for the only means of crecting them are obtained from the people, in

l:';:]]rl:'-l:"limuu-, generally, of very small sums. But a trifling addition to the cost might considerably improve
their appearance, and so familiarise the common cye o a better order of 'I:lili-ﬂl"lr—ill coertain source of 1mrﬂl'l'ﬂ-
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Liberties,” is now a parish church, but parts of it have been suffered to
remain unrenovated. Its foundation is coeval with that of ** the castle.” Grose,
in describing its former condition, observes that “for about fifty-four feet of
the south side of the choir it seems to be almost one window.” The character
of the whole building is light, graceful, and peculiarly elegant ; so much so, as
at once to JI.IEtl'F_‘( the term ﬂpplicd to 1t 1:-}" the citizens, from the number of
its windows, of
““ the Lantern
of Ireland.”
One of the
most beauti-
ful of all the
rmns, that of
the Franciscan
friary,hasbeen
put to uses far
less worthy—
it 18 now, and
has been for
many years, a
tennis court—the greater part of it, however, is in so solid and perfect astate,
that a comparatively small sum of money would suffice for its restoration and
adaptation to the purposes of religion.

But by many degrees the most important and interesting of the ecclesiastical
structures of Kilkenny,is the cathedral of St. Canice. It is inthe Irish Town,
stands on a slight eminence, and is an extensive and beautiful pile. The
foundation of it was laid, according to Ware, towards the end of the reign
of Henry II., by Bishop O'Dullany, who translated the old see of Ossory
from Aghadoe to Kilkenny; but it would appear to have been raised by
degrees, and not to have been finished until two centuries later ; and it is

ment. In the interior, also, there is usnally a sad aspect of discomfort : bare whitewashed walls ; the altar
dressed with shabby tinsel ornaments, and hung with misemble coloured printa; eclay flooring ; a few
deal stools, with two or three rush-chairs for the better class :—such is the character we have almost
invarinbly noted as belonging to the country chapels. "We sincerely hope, now that the pessantry are
. manifesting everywhere a disposition to neatness and eleanliness, these defects in their places of worship will
gradually disappear, and that the neighbouring gentry will assist in decorating them fitly ; a few trifling
contributions would materially alter and improve their eondition ; and we have reason to know they would
be gladly accepted. We some time ago presented to a chapel (over whith presided a waorthy Eii';‘ﬂ'}'mnn,
an estimable friend of our childhood) a pair of prints, of & more valuasle kind than ordinary: and were
gratificd to find that this commencement of an improved taste led the way to other improvements: his

chapel is now conspicuous for an air, both within and without, of comfort and even elegance.
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more than probable that it was erected upon the site of a building coeval with
the introduction of Christianity into Ireland *. During the wars of the seven-
teenth century the venerable structure received great injury ; the whole of

the interior remained in a state of dilapidation, and was rapidly sinking into
utter ruin, when, in 1756, Bishop Pococke was advanced to the see of Ossory.

He immediately applied his energies and devoted his property to its complete
repair ; having been assisted in the work by several generous subscribe

whose names are preserved on a marble tablet in the north transept.

It is of a cruciform shape, surmounted with a tower disproportionately
low. In extent it ranks next to the cathedral of St. Patrick, and Christ =
Church,in Dublin ;
the length from east
to west is 226 feet;
and the breadth of
the cross from north
to south, 123 feet,
The nave is distri-

-

buted into a centre,

-

o and  two iteral

alsles, communica

tiIIE hr ; . _.:;-; :
arches, springing

by ™
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native marble,defaced unhappily by the brush of the lime-washer. Four pointed
windows illuminate each aisle ; and the upper part of the nave is lighted by
five quartrefoil windows. In the side aisles and between the pillars are
numerous monuments ; one of them we copied; it is to the memory of S

¥ There can bo no doubt that * a holy man,” named Canice, or Canicus, a person * ominent for leamn ng,
sanctity, and austerity of life, built somewhere near the present eathedral, a cell from which, joined with

name of the saint, the town afterwards took its name."” Peter Shee, the historian of the cathedrmal, .
this opinion by references to various authorities, In Hanmer's Chroniele it is recorded that * fn 1

of this Canicus, there is now a famous town in Leinstor called Kilkenny.'"" Holinshed refers to him ih
holy and learned abbot, after whom the town is ealled ; and adds, * 8o remarkable was he for picty and
learning, that he was reputed of all men to be as well a mirrour of the one as a parmagon of the ather, iy
stept further in years, he made bis repair into England, where, cloistering himself in an abbey, of which i’
named Doctus was abbot, he was wholly wedded to his books and his devetion.'” Camden informa un, '..
continuation, that having voyaged to Italy, he returned to Ireland, * where he was occupied preaching to the
inhabitants of the northern parts, and went again into Britain, living an eremetieal life, at the foot of n great
:nnltnlﬂn among the Picta, But sowe religious men of Treland discovering where ho was, sent messengers |
to him, and prevailed with him agninst his will to return to . more useful and setive life, in preaching the
gospel in Ircland.” The historian also refers to the name Kilkenny ; * which is ns much as to say, the cell

or chureh of 8t, Canice.,” From these opinions, however, Dir. Ledwich entirely dissents ; considering the
saint ** an imaginary personage,™

-
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John Grace, baron of Courtstown ; and bears the date of 1568. We counted
above a dozen as richly sculptured ;
one of the most remarkable covers
the dust of “ Peter Butteler, eighth
Earl of Ormonde and Ossory, and
Margaret Fitzgerald his wife®.”
Another tomb 1s to the memory of
Bishop Walshe, who was murdered |
in 1585. A profligate, named Dul-
lard, was cited to appear in his
courtt,to answer a charge of adultery,
to which he replied, by breaking into
the palace, and stabbing the prelate to the heart with a skein. The murderer

* This lady is remarkable in history. She was daughter of the Earl of Kildare, and, inheriting the Jofty

spirit and the warlike temper of her ancestors, she is said to have emulated, if not excolled, her lord in feats
of arms ; having always a numerous train of armed followers, well tmined and sccoutred, at her command ;

by whose aid she levied black-mail on her less powerful neighbours. Her favourite residence was the castle
of Ballyragget, on the top of which a stone seat, called her “ chair,™ is still shown, and a jutting stone,

from which she used to hang her prisoners. Campion designates her “ a mre woman, and able for wisdom to
rale a realm, had not her stomach overruled herself.''  She was *“ a ladye of such port, that the eswtes of
the realmn eouched to her ; so politie, that nothing was thought substantially debated without her sdvice ;
manlike and tall of stature; wery rich and beautiful ; a bitter enemy ; the only means by which, in those
days, her husband’s country was reclaimed from the sluttish Irish customs, to the English habit ; but to these
virtues was voked a self-liking and a majesty above the tenure of a subject.’”” Tradition tells us that being
seized with a dangerous illness, a clergyman was sent to attend her, who admonished her as to certain duties
necessary for her to discharge before her exit from earth. The admonition was ill received : she told her

spiritual adviser, it was better that one old woman should suffer the pains of another world than that the
Butlers should be left without an estate.

+ © The Bishop's Court ** is attached to the north side of the choir ; some singular anecdotes are preserved
of its carlicr powers, and the modes in which they were applied. One of them would almost exceed belief,
but that the facts are recorded upon sure authoerity. About the year 1336, a lady of rank and affluence in
the city, Dame Alice Kettyl, was summoned before the bishop to answer to the charge of practising
magie, soreery, and witcheraft. Her accuser was Bishop Ledred ; and hor accomplices were, her son, William
Outlaw, and two sisters, her maids, Petronilla and Basilin—foreigneis, most probably, from their names (or,
as it is surmised, the names are fictitious), They were charged with holding conferences, nightly, with an imp,
or demon, called Robert Artysson, to whom, in order to obtain his co-operation, they had sacrificed, at
croes road, nine red cocks, and the eyes of nine peacocks ; and by whose aid they were enabled—a strange
labour—to sweep all the Alth of Kilkenny to the door of the said Willlam, muttering during their incantations

the following lines :—
“To the house of William, my son,

Hie all the wealth of Kilkenny town.*
The accused were all convieted ; but the lady having powerful friends, was sentenced to paya fine, and

abjure sorcery ; she afterwands ¥ relapsed,’” and considered it prudent to escape to the Continent, in com.
pany with the maid Basilia. The other maid, Petronilla, was burmt at the stake, near the eross of

Kilkenny, declaring previous to her death, that William Qutlaw was a participator in his mother’'s orgics, and
had worn the devil's girdle round his bare body for a twelvemonth and a day. He, however, was allowed to

compounid for his life, by undertaking to ecover the roof of St. Mary's cliureh with lead. On searching the

closet of Lady Alice (as Holinshed relates ), after her guilty flight, they found a sacramental wafer—a certain
holy meal cake— bearing Satan’s name stamped thereon, and a box of cintment with which she used to smear
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fled to a neighbouring wood, and joined a band of outlaws, to whom he boasted

of the deed he had done. They were however so disgusted with his brutality,
that they appointed a jury of themselves to try him for the act; found him

guilty on his own confession ; and at once twisted *a gad ** round his neck

and hung him from the next tree. k.
We are informed by Ware, that about the year 1318, the cathedral was muni-
ficently embellished with stained glass, of so rare and valuable a character, that
Rinuccini, the pope’s legate in 1645, offered for it no less a sum than £700; to
the honour of Kilkenny, howeves
the offer was declined ; butaver
short time afterwards, the fanatic
of the English Parliament totall
destroyed it, leaving but a fe
mutilated fragments that were
gathered together by Bishop P
cocke ®*, in 1760, and -
two ovals over the western do
A Eingular stone seat,
of St. Kieran, stands in the ne
transept. The saint is believed &
have preceded St, Patrick in the mission by thirty years, and to have been
the first to preach Christianity in Ireland+. :

e

a piece of wood, “‘on which she could ride through thick and thin, without let, hindrance, or impediment,™
In 1578, it is said, another trial for witcheraft was held at Kilkenny, under the direction of the Lord : _-_, ;
Drury, when, according to the historian of the period, ** the offender was condemned by the law of na -- , o8
there was no positive law against witcheraft in those days,"’ i
® A cenotaph to the memory of this excellent prelate is on the right of the door leading into the chanesl.
He was translated from Ossory to Meath ; and died at Ardbracean, in 1765. The inscription on the cenotaph
states that “he discharged every duty o the pastoral and episcopal office with prudence, vigilance, and Sdelity}
adorning his station with unshaken integrity of heart and of conduct: attentive to the interest of religion

g
he caused several parochial churehes to be rebuilt within his diocese. He promoted, and liberally eout: #’
to, the repair and embellishment of this cathedral ehurch, then unhappily falling into decay, He was a zealons
enconrager of every useful public work, especially the linen manufactures. He bequeathed a con |
legacy to the governors of the incorporated society for promoting the united interests of industry and Larity
within this borough of St, Canice.""

t St. Kieran is said to have been the founder of the See of Owsory, early in the fifth century (A.D, 402
‘*at a place called Sagir in the King's County.” He was born in the year 352 : and at thirty md" 'r'__'
journeyed to Rome, where he diligently employved himself in the study of the Seriptures, and in rfect] -
himself in the knowledge of ecelesinstical discipline. In ** the renowned city ** he resided twenty ;r-:'lf.“ ,:h
was then sent back to Ireland, * where he was consecrated bishop, with his five Irish companions, _ |;':-H
Columban, Meldanus, Lugad, and Capan.” * Kieran," says Ware, “ afier his return to his native o
did not hide the talent of his Lond, but diligently preached Christ, and converted numbers from Hlill# |
the faith.™ At Sagir, ** near the waters of Fuaran, he built himself a cell, encompassed I"H'-If; 'l'-ﬂill.l LWich
soon became & great monastery, and giving the religions veil to his mother, whose name was Liadan, be built
a cell for her also near his own, called by the Irish to this day Cell-lisdsin,™ .

Lt
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The well of St. Canice, a short distance from the cathedral, and dedicated
to its patron saint, is still
held in great repute by the
common people; its water,
on the hottest day of summer,
1s said to posses an icy cold-
ness.

A round tower, in good
preservation, but without
the cap, immediately ad-
joins the cathedral. It is

described by Peter Shee as
““ one hundred and eight
feet high, forty-seven feet
in circumference, and stand-
ing six feet and a half from
the wall of the church.” He
labours to prove that, as
“* there 18 not the least in-

ternal evidence to encourage a belief that the column was ever intended to
serve any one purpose in life but merely that of a monument,” it was
erected in honour of the patron saint of the cathedral, and that consequently
its date cannot be more remote than the sixth or seventh century.

We may leave these “ ancient ruins for a time, to describe some of
another character ; and which, though not peculiar to Ireland, certainly enjoy
in Ireland peculiar privileges and immunities.

One might imagine that the Irish, like the Turks, believe insanity to be
mspiration, judging from the tenderness and care they evince towards the
poor wandering idiots, who rarely provoke a harsh word or an unkind ex-
pression from the peasantry, by whom they are poetically termed “ innocents,”
or “‘ naturals.” Although sometimes mischievous and always troublesome, they

are fed and sheltered by the cabin-keeper with ready and unchanging cheer-
fulness.

“ Surely,” we once observed to a poor woman, from whom one of the class
had purloined half a loaf, which she could ill spare, *“ surely you will have
reason to rejolce when the new poor-law takes these afflicted creatures off
your hands.” “ Well,” she replied, “ Billy is mighty teazing, and that’s the
thruth, and a shocking thief ; but, God help him, he has no better sense ; and
somehow, I don't know how it is, but we'll be mighty lonesome without the
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likes of him. Poor Billy! it will be mortial hard to shut him up i stone
walls, the crayther; they’re poor innocents, and nothing worse—it would be

well for us if we war the same.”

To relate a few anecdotes of the class will, perhaps, be the best way to
describe it.

“ Larry of Leixlip > was a generous fool; he never met astranger
bestowing something ; a wild flower, a bit of straw, even a stone, he woul
present rather than offer nothing; unlike Peter Purcel (another * natural;
whom we shall describe presently), he would watch the birds’ nests until ¢t
young were nearly fledged, and then give them away. Larry was m
remarkably honest ; for he robbed * Peter to pay Paul.” He was fone
the curate of the parish to which his rambles were generally confined ' 38
one morning tapping gaily at the window where the young man was lli
fast, he said he had got something for him. When the window was ¢

— % Ah! ah!* said Larry, “ah! ah! I've got a present—guess ﬂilh pog
egg !’ ““ No—better than that.” ““ Some white sloe?’ “ No—Dbetter |
“Tell me what it 1s.” “Ah! ah! you love Larry, Larry In?uij'u .
ah! why should he have a wig, and youn have none! Ah! ah! he don {
Larry ; you do; I brought you the minister’s Sunday wig. Ah! I % _-.__:_;

where it hung upon a peg, and I took it last night!”* And pl-ll:mg!.

young man’s abundant hair, he danced and shouted with joy.

We knew one poor fellow, called Preaching Dennis, who inces
out from morning till mght “ What you see wrong inothers, mend i iny ¢
—what you see wrong in others, mend in yourself.”” Another, a wom -7‘-"_3,
never spoke until sunset, though she would mutter and * mow,” yet never
she utter a distinet sentence until the sun went down, and then Ihm oL
moan out, “ Beauty fades, death comes—beauty fades, death comes; ™ a:

in a sentence, and one to which her faded features and fine yet
eyes gave much effect. #- %

Thinking of these poor creatures, so seemingly mindless, and yet a
s0 full of keenness and susceptibility, brings to our remembrance a

wandered frequently along the sea-shore, but whose visits were certair

place after twilight, immediﬂtﬂfg,r before a storm. The people called h
a very poetic Irish name, which signified * the storm-bird.” The nlﬂ.
steward would shelter the lambs, and look to the barns, whﬂnm
lonely woman was seen at evening to take her way to the cliffs, well kn "Z:'
that a tempest was at hand ; and no fisherman would launch his boat uto  the

waters if he caught sight of the flutter of her red cloak at the corner nf
She looked a broken-hearted, wretched creature, until excited by the h
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winds and the sight of the dancing billows ; then she became like one possessed
by the very spirit of the storm. She would shout, clasp her hands, dare the

waves to advance, and address them as a queen might her subjects ; fling back
with expressions of scorn the stones they rolled upon the beach; and with a
huge branch of what children call mermaid’s ribbands, in her hand, wave
defiance to the sea and clouds. No one cared to approach * the storm-bird *’
in these moments of frenzy ; indeed, they rather avoided her ~,I times ; but
this did not prevent their leaving food, the only food they had, potatoes, or a
few slices of “griddle bread,” where she could easily find it. The dwellers
by the sea-side are always prone to give a romantic reading to everything ; and
the story ran that this poor woman’s sweetheart was drowned at sea, and that
her mind could not support his loss. We confess, we felt asif aterror had
been removed from the country when we knew she had been buried in the
old church-yard—meet resting place for her troubled spirit, for there the sea

storm roars loudly and the wild gulls skim the cliff upon which the ruins
stand.

““ Reddy the Rhymer ” is another of our reminiscences. Some said that
Reddy was a knave—an idle knave—who, loving play better than work, and
having a moderate stock of scholarship, set up as *“ a fool ;" finding folly both
more pleasant and more profitable than wisdom. Certainly, Reddy was intensely
idle ; if he had made good his quarters for the day in a gentleman’s kitchen,
nothing could induce him to leave it ; he would rhyme you for ten minutes
together—

“ The fire is bright,

And all is right,

And Heddy the Rhymer

Will stay all night.”
His facility at doggrel was very extraordinary ; but he was not always “ 1’ the
vein,”” and could not endure to be forced to what at other times seemed to be
his greatest pleasure. The fellow was sarcastic, too, and particularly severe
upon rustic dandyism, so that the young men were afraid of his severity ; but
his readiness and smartness made him a great favourite among the village
belles, During the hay-making season he was sure to be found sleeping amid
the hay. The sun, he would declare, was man’s best friend, and he loved it
too well to do anything when it shone. His wants were few, and he would
never beg, but take anything he wanted without ceremony. He had a
most melodious voice, and sung some Irish airs deliciously, but never
finished a song; his memory, as it were, only carrying him to a certain
point, and then leaving him abruptly. Music possessed more power over him
than anything else, and a plantive air would cause tears to chase each
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other down his most unsentimental countenance, The young people often |
Wi q‘lﬁﬂﬂd b him' on mal:rimﬂniﬂl guhjﬂﬂm, and inquirE{l when he intended to

Be married : to this Reddy’s reply was invariably the same—* Wife |
strife 1”’—a long pause between the words being filled up by an ominous shake

of the head. | ¥
In Clonmel we encountered another of the “rhyming class,” a man whe

goes by the name of “ Easy things are best.” J ohn Healy, or, as he spells it
¢ Haly,” (for he says e is a superfluous vowel,) is a native of the county Kildax
but has long been located in Tipperary. He is now turned of sixty, or, as
himself expresses it, “ something about the years of threescore and one.”

-

gives the following account of himself: ¢ My father was a gentleman ; but I
deprived of my property because the neighbours considered me a fool, t ou
I don’t see any sign of a fool about me.” He subsists partly on charity, a
partly by going on confidential errands, in which he invariably proves fait
and satisfactory. He isa quiet and inoffensive creature, remarkably sobe 1‘_
full of harmless humour and endless rhymes, which he sets off wit .

rich lisp. He mends his own clothes, and endeavours to keep hims -'1_-.:-1_::__
and well clad, always in the same costume, viz. “ a blue coat, for '-"_;_: '
a plaid waistcoat, for Scotland, and a green trowsers, for Ireland.” Wik
ever he wants charity from any one, he accosts him thus—** My, ——

“ Of all the pictures going, 1 do say
The picture of the money takes the sway."”

or thus—
“ What stands for a hundred,
And the name of n tree,
Will spell you a thing
That’s most useful to me."

On receiving anything, he will say—* Mr. » 1 hope and trust you
account me a troublesome beggar; this is the fourteenth of such a month,:

miud: youre not to give me anything till this day month !IEII‘.I:IL -’5.'
morning, sir, and remember—aasy things are best ! -

Many of the old families encourage the presence of one of these ha
demented creatures, who attach themselves to their patrons wlthiﬂ
ani.mnl instinct but an incorruptible fidelity. They are usually E
assistants to the huntsman, know the fox earths, and pick up the _: .
the shooting season ; watch over the * young heir” with the deepest anxiety,
and cater for the sports of the younger children ; eat up the lmgl
servants’ table, and sleep in the hay-loft ; indeed, all of the class dislik "
restraint of a bed, to which they attach an idea of confinement, and prefer

nestling in hay or straw to anything else. Some of the resident gentry ' C
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rather than encourage them ; while others sanction their attendance as a matter
of course—an appendage to their dwelling that could not be dispensed with.
The original of this sketch—our friend Barney, the established ** natural ™

of Johnstown Castle—is a mixture of absurdity and shrewdness, although

devotedly attached to the family, whose for-
tune and influence act as perpetual blessings

to their neighbourhood, Barney is no way
chary of his opinion, and does not hesitate to
“ blow up the masther whin he vexes him
widout rhyme or rason.” In his youth he
achieved a considerable degree of notoriety,
in Wexford, as a devourer of candles and
soap, a practice, we believe, he has discon-
tinued since his adoption as “ Castle fool.”
Barney’s great infirmity, however (an infir-
mity that certainly is apt to ©bother’ his
countrymen), is falling in love.  Whenever
the pretty face of a pretty girl is stamped upon
his imagination, Barney scales the castle walls to get a peep at his enchantress,

and sometimes pays dearly for his peeping. One evening we espied him
shouting and jumping, and rolling down the terrace banks head over heels,

and at last he came towards us. “ Barney, will you be a good boy

“ Oh then, sure I can’t be much better than I am.”

““ Yet I have not seen you at work these five or six days.”

“ They wouldn’t give me a spade.”

* That is not true, Barney.”

““ "Pon my honour it is! Well, what will you give me if I go to work

“ Sixpence |

“ Well, give it to me first; people say, ¢ Barney, I'll give ye sixpence,’
and they get a bad memory after. Come, give it ti me now, and it 'll be off
yer conscience.”

“ Here it is—What will you buy with it "’

“ Coffee !”” said Barney, making a solemn face. We gave him the six-
pence ; the instant he got it within his fingers, he broke into wild langhter.

“ Hurroo!” he exclaimed, *thank ye, and God bless ye; but I've changed
my mind—I'll buy whiskey—whiskey—ah ! ah !"

And so he did, and instead of going quietly to his favourite bed in the
stables, he attempted to climb to a window, some forty or fifty feet from the
ground, to catch a glimpse of a pretty servant, and in the morning pﬂn%

%,
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Barney was found almost a shapeless mass under the castle walls. We never
expected to see him again, but at this present time of writing Barney is

alive, and as ready to fall in love as ever.
There was a poor widow, in a parish adjoining our own, who had been

bereaved of all her children save one, and he, poor fellow, was almost n
idiot. Jack Lacey was tall, and his features fine, yet capable of but one

expression, that of the most helpless affection it 1s pﬂﬂﬂlhlﬂ to imagine ; hi
love and tenderness towards his mother were touching in the extreme ; -ha. as
his one idea. “ They call my poor boy a fool,” she would say, “ but hu

is sweeter to me than all the wisdom of the world.” At last it pleased God t¢
strike the old woman blind ; the middleman turned her out of her wa: '~15-
hut, because she could not pay the few shillings’ rent required for it; I " |
blind widow was led from house to house by her idiot son. We remem
how meekly she would stand opposite our parlour window, her white ha
combed carefully back from her high, wrinkled forehead, her hands crosse
upon her checkered apron; and if the rain fell, or the sun shone, Jack’s

were immediately busy with her hood, which he would draw carefi h
her head. Whatever was given to him he immediately trﬂ:nlﬁamﬂl
mother ; nothing was reserved for himself, though he would pick u
crumbs of bread or potato she dropped while eating: if she had not fo "'.
him to take food, he would have starved himself to death. Sometimes
you would meet them moving cheerfully, though slowly, along thﬂ
or seated under a huge thorn tree, that grew near the old churchyard
It was curious to observe them kneeling outside the chapel door, f
crossing himself and bowing exactly as his mother did, and then assisting he __
to rise, as if she were the child, and he the parent. At last the old woman
died in a farmer’s barn ; they had gone to rest as usual, and in the morning
poor Jack came out, saying “ Mammy slept so sound he could not wake he 3
Although the gentlest of creatures, he became quite furious when t
attempted to put her in the coffin, and was obliged to be rEﬁtrEJnﬂd'b}'
force, crying all the time that “ Mammy was only sleeping.” It was
to see him so lonely and desolate during the few weeks he mﬁd

fading gradually, until at last, poor, fond, faithful fellow ! he was found ¢
upon her humble grave. vl

“ Roving Jimmy” was altogether different from any we have known,
but we have heard of his exploits, which were very extraordinary. Hﬁ

was remarkably fleet of foot, would deliver letters or messages without

mistake, when certain of being paid for them, and not caring whether the
reward were a penny or a pound; but he would, as he said, sadly enough,
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“ do nothing for love, for love did nothing for him.” A more uninteresting or
disagreeable person than the Rover it would be impossible to meet ; he was a
determined pilferer, and had the knack of annoying all who did not contribute
to his pockets, which he strapped round his waist; he was miserly in the
extreme, and would constantly steal from his right hand pocket to put into
his left, and chuckle over his skill when the transfer was effected. It i1sa

singular proof of the honesty of the Irish poor, that though Jimmy was known
to possess a good deal of money, and wandered frequently through districts
where the people were starving for want of food, he was as safe as if he had
been surrounded by the police. When Jimmy died, the rags of which he
formed the centre were found to have been inlaid with coins of various kinds ;
he died in a widow's out-house, where he had for many a wimter’s night com-
panioned the pig; and yet the poor woman used every eflort to discover
“« Jimmy’s people®’ before she would appropriate a farthing of his savings to
herself. |

When wvisiting the ruins of a celebrated church, we observed to the
woman who acted as guide, it was a great pity the nettles were suffered so
completely to overshadow every vestige of antiquity that remained in the
churchyard. “ Ah,” said she, “it’s easy seeing that poor Jimmy Tullough
isn’t in it now.” “ And who was Jimmy Tullough " we inquired. * Some,”
she answered, “ called him Grey Tullough, others, Jimmy ; but he was a lone
friendless ould man ; without any sense at all, he was nothing but a ¢ Natural *—
and still he looked sometimes as if his head was full up of brains: he was

always a grey-headed man in my remembrance ; and I heard my mother say
she never minded him anything else. There was something about him above
the common, for the little boys that do be so fond of running after and

making game of € Naturals,” used to stand a one side peaceably, and let him
pass, which he did quietly, more like a shadow than a man—his hair hanging
about his long lean face; his ould reaping hook hung across his shoulder,
and a straight shillalee like a spear in his hand ; on he’d go, turning neither
to the right nor the left, keeping his eyes settled on the path before him. If
you said ‘God save ye kindly’ to him out of good-nature, he’d make no
answer either by word or sign, but keep on—on—on walking, as if to eternity,
whispering and gosthering for evermore something to himself, which mightn’t
be right, but which we hoped war prayers. .He took no pleasure nor
divarshin in anything ; nor wouldn’t take more than a halfpenny from e’er a
dord in the land, though sorra a many of them kind in the counthry to tempt
him—Dbarrin at an election, when they’re as thick and as sweet as May butter.
He used to say ‘ Copper pays friends—silver makes friends—gold breaks

_.r.-*.,:.}‘

&



30 IRELAND,

friends ; '—indeed he spoke but little any time, and that when nobody spoke
to him.

 Then why did you call him a fool ™

¢ Wisha then, I don’t rightly know. He didn’t care about anything except
what I’m going to tell you, and when a body is mighty different from every
other body, why we call them fools. Now Grey Tullough he’d steal off, ye
see, from one ould ancient place to another, and when he’d get there he'd just

begin fair and easy, and cut down every nettle that ever grew on the graves,
He’d not uproot them, but he'd cut them down with the reaping-hook, and

his poor hands would be blistered by them ; but he’d never heed it—he’d keep
on until all was finished ; and I've heard that he’d thravel Ireland doing that

holy work, clearing graves and ould ancient places of weeds and nettles : and
sure moonlight and daylight was all one to him, he’d no fear in him of spirit
or body. I'll never forget one night—one whole night—and above all nights
in the year it was midsummer eve, and I couldn’t sleep myself, nor a wink
never came on my husband’s eyes, with the trembling to think of that inno-
cent ould man passing that night alone in sich a place as this very churchyard,
with the Lord above knows who for company; and that ancient round
tower looking down on him—for what do ye think but he was cutting down
the nettles in this place that holy night ; and the next morning just as I had
turned out the potatoes, he came in as gentle as a lamb, and sof down in his

ould place, the childre’ making room for the stranger, as it’s natural they
should.

““God save ye !” says I.
QW Endlr welﬂnmﬂ- !' 54Ys ]II:}I" hﬂﬂhﬂﬂd-

“Butnot a word came out of Grey Tullough’s head; only he sot as steadfast
as if he was making laws. ¢ Take a sup of milk to the dry potato,” T said.
‘ Let him alone,” makes answer my husband, ¢ sure may be he see something
last night, and is conning over his prayers.”

.“ “ I never see anything worse than myself;’ says the old man, shaking his head,
while my husband and I looked at each other, for the craythur had seen a
dale of things, and a power of people in his time, and yet was counted nothing
but a natural, no one minding what they said or did before him, because they
thought him an innocent ; and sure it put us a-past everything, to hear such

a thing from his old, white, tremblin g lips, and he out at all hours, and in all
places ; and we all know some of those naturals

them ; for, if the Lord thinks fit to shut out the reason and sense of this

wm,lh_ﬂe from them, he opens their eyes to the sights of air and wather, and
maybe earth, that we have no call at all to: and then to hear him say that he
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never saw anything worse than himself made us think of ourselves; and we

signed the sign of the cross between us and harm. And when he see us doing
that, he gave a heavier sigh than before, and, without putting bit or sup inside
his lips, he went out and came and stood under the shadow of the round-
tower — where I stand now. ¢ Let him alone,” says my husband, * for
depend on it he’s a cruel sinner,’” he says. Well, somehow my heart turned
the more to the craythur on that very account; and, taking the needles as an
excuse, I kept by the door knitting away; and at last my husband went to his
work, charging me not to heed Jimmy Tullough. So as soon as he was out of
sight, I thought I'd look for a fresh egg in the hen’s nest, and roast 1t for the
poor ould man, who must be weak 1n himself after the night’s fast, and 1 just

turned to where the hen had her place in the thatch, and finding one, I put it
in the turf ashes, and went out to get him in; but he was gone. * The Lord
save us,” I said, ©that’s quare.” Well, I came within the blessed walls,
and sorra a nettle he had left standing ; I looked into the round-tower, and
beside the crosses, and under the walls of the ould ancient chapel; and getting
to the top I could see every sparrow that hopped the hedge for half a mile
round ; but sorra a sight of Grey Tullough did I ever see from that day to
this. Some,” she added with an air of mystery, and in a half whisper, “ say
that he wasn’t upon the world at all—only a spirit; and that his time was up.”

“ And what do you think /” we mqured.

“Ah!"™ she answered, * sure thinking comes to nothing in the likes of
that ; 1t was mighty quare for a natural to say he never see anything worse
than himself. Any way the nettles grow now, which they wouldn’t do if
Grey Tullough was in it.”

Our sympathies were, some time ago, strongly excited by a young woman
known by no other name we ever heard of but Mary. Mary’s eyes were
of that meaningless, moonlight cast that express nothing, and are painful from
their vacuity. Unlike many of her kind, she was remarkably clean and exact
in her person, and very fond of finery. The girl might have been about
twenty, when, to the horror of every one—though known from her birth as a
poor gentle idiot—she became a mother ; her baby grew an animated intelli-
gent little creature; and it was wonderful to see what new ideas seemed to be
awakened in the poor mother by the presence of her child. She washed it
invariably several times a day, and would deck it with scraps of finery and
fresh flowers, as children do their dolls. At last it caught the small pox; and
Mary was told she must leave it quiet on the little bed her kind aunt had
provided for it. Apparently, Mary mistook the manifestations of thie disease
for dirt spots on the skin; and having succeeded in getting it out of the cabin,
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she flew with it to the beach, where she commenced scrubbing it all ﬂ*.*f:f with
the wet sea-sand. In another day the little laughing blue-eyed child was
dead ; it died silently on its mother’s arm while she was asleep; and the
woman who watched them both thought the kindest thing she could do was

to remove the infant without her knowledge.
Of course she sought it everywhere in vain. For days and days she could

not be prevailed upon to taste food, and in the night-time wandered unceasingly
from place to place, seeking * ba—ba,” and weeping herself to rest under the
trees or hedges. After a time her wandering senses resolved themselves into
one idea—that some one had stolen her child for its beauty. She accosts every
one she meets with the painful question—“ Have you seen my child —have
you got my child ?” and then waits the reply with the most broken-hearted
look it is possible to imagine. We were somewhat startled the first time she |
approached us. She lifted our cloak with a wild excited smile, and ﬂiﬂ—
“ Oh lady, have you got my child!” She then turned away with a changed
countenance, and a heavy sigh, only to repeat the same question to the next
stranger. Mary wanders in towns, and is as intent upon the discovery ﬂfl'.l_n!??_l
child in a crowded city as in the country. She will glide like a ghost through
a fair, repeating her inquiry in the most pathetic tones ; and the reply from
the peasant women is always accompanied by a blessing. “ No Mary, avour-
neen, we hav’nt got your child, ye craythur—we wish we had,” or—* No
Mary, darlint—ask it from the Lord above, agra!” And poor Mary will
inquire who that is? “ Hear her, the innocent! Oh then may He look down
with mercy on you, Mary, asthore! see how broken-hearted she looks. Why
then, hard fortune to the vylian that brought you to the knowledge of such
sorrow—but for him you might be as you war, a quiet, harmless, natural—
dancing to the music of yer own heart—by the side of the strames—or tying
the hair, that used to shine like a sun-beam, up with wild flowers. Well
now, only it’s the will of God, I'd say why are such craythurs sent into tlll
world at all? just to make us more grateful, may be, for the small senses

we have ourselves. There—she’s gone again, poor Mary, avourneen—you'll

sce your child no more—and sure so best; though we don’t say that when
our own are taken from us.” .

Peter Purcel was a mixture of shrewdness and absurdity, cunning and
simplicity ; a compound of nature and art, and sometimes nature without art ;
stringing truisms on so slender a thread that it hroke before his work was
finished, and then laughing at his own mistakes. At times one might imagine

him ]1{:-!;* only a rational, but a deeply thinking creature—almost a philosopher
—and listen to the wisdom that fell from his lips ; whenlo! a sudden change
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would compel the conviction that the poor fellow was “only a fool!” Per-

haps either conclusion would have been equally wrong.

Peter Purcel was called “* a natural,” and he knew it, and used to pun upon
the term ; saying, ‘“ it was better to be a natural, than un-natural, which many
people that war’en’t naturals were.” He was a tall, thin, fantastic-looking
creature, whose clothes were most-miraculously kept together, being a heap
of threads and patches, stitched here and there with packthread or twine. Still
Peter generally managed to have a clean shirt, and, moreover, took as much
pleasure in arranging his hair as a young girl would do, as it fell on either
side of his pale, lank visage. The peculiarity of Peter’s attire, however, was
a sort of conical eap, which he had formed of crows’ feathers, and which he
designated his helmet, and expected every one to admire.

““ For shame, Peter, to kill the poor birds and then steal their feathers !
we said to him one day.

“ Me kill 7—me!” he exclaimed, while springing from the ground, as was
his constant habit when excited ; and such an observation was sure to agitate
him. “ Me kill anything !—I
who know life, feel life, love life.
Me take life from any living thing!
Me! Oh yarra! yarra! wirrasthru!
me! or steal—s it me! Sha’! sha’!
it's enough to set me dancin’~-mad
to hear the likes! Ah the fine,
handsome, black birdeens, that
knows the paths in the air, while
mighty knowledgeable men can
hardly find them on the earth—the
beautiful crows, they know the
caffer, they know me, and I know
them and their language — Ah !
ah ! caw they go,and down comes
a feather ! * That's for you, Peter,’
down it comes, a token of good- - e
will—a coal-black feather—to Peter Pu.rnel from the ]'m:ng of the crows! JFine

birds they are, wise birds; did you never hear their prayers? I did; just
when the grey light comes stealing out of Heaven; the old king crow,
he that nests in the tall fir-tree, caws to his queen—the old queen—and

then to his people, and then they shake the dew off their feathers and trim
their wings, and then they rise, as one bird, in the air, and pray.”

vaolL. [IT.
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« And what do they say, Peter _ |
«« Maybe they wouldn’t like me to tell ; but I'll tell you. I don’t mind telling

you, for you feed the small singing birds ; they pray to be kept fmju the ?im
of man ; they pray for plenty, and for peace ; they're the rale united Irish-
men—the black-bands of the air. 1 love the crows—hurrah for the crows!
the coal-black crows!” And then he wduld wave his feathered helmet, and

shout and dance. | | *
Poor Peter Purcel was kind to every living thing, but his heart was in our

rookery, a square field midway up the avenue that was filled with tall fir-trees,
planted before it was imagined that trees would grow so near the sea: there a
colony of rooks had established themselves, long, long ago, and there they

were suffered to remain unmolested ; but as the young plantations grew up
about the house, the rooks thought it prudent to emigrate, and while the
denizens of their old world remained at home, they drove the young birds te
the plantations; and here a war of extermination was -commenced aga;lmtl
them. Nests, eggs, and birds were destroyed with impunity. Poor Peter was
in a state of frenzy; he used to go about with his bosom crammed full of
young crows and crows’ eggs, saved from the fangs of the gardener’s boys; i
and * keen * over his favourites when they died as if he had lost his dearest
relative. |
“ Ah thin, it’s little yer mother thought whin she lined yer nest, and
rocked with the storm over the wonderful shell that held ye, ve poor birdeens,
it ’s little she thought the end ye’d come to! Ah, God help us! we're all

born, but those not dead don’t know what ’s before them, and so best: and
sure the hand that made desolate yer nest may stretch out for food yet, and

have none to get! When the Almighty made Paradise, and put the holy
Saints in it, and beasts, and things to cover the earth, he set the trees for the
shelter of them, and the dwelling of the birds of the air; he made both the

one and the other : but man is so cruel, birdeen agra! that he says, ‘ I’ll have
all the tree ; though Thaven’t the skill to build a nest in it, and am obligatedto

live in a mud house under it, still you shan’t keep what I can’t have, because
I am a man, and ye are a bird !— that’s man’s justice, birdeen, a lanan.” And
so he would go on for half the length of a spring day, mingling wisdom and
folly together, as we never heard them mingled since.

On Valentine’s day he always took up his station close to the gateway that
led into the rookery. He gave names to particular crows, and affirmed that
he knew them all. As the season advanced, woe to the urchin who attempted
to ascend a tree or pelt a crow. Peter would watch their coming and going as
a mother does the coming and going of a beloved child. When he saw &

|
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steady pair wheel off to seek food for their young, he would stand under the
tree and sing and talk “ nursery nonsense ” to the nestlings; if the birds
made a great clamour, or, as he called it, a “ bobbery,” he would grub up a
handful of earth worms, ascend the tree, imitate the noise of the parent-crows
in a most laughable manner, and, having fed the young, descend with the
agility of a squirrel, and then, with great gravity, inform the old rooks on
their return of the civility he had shown to their offspring.

We remember asking him, somewhat foolishly, one morning, if the crows
prayed more on Sundays than on any other day.

*“ No,” replied Peter, “ they pray as much every day as Christians do on
Sunday.”

““ Long observation had taught him the path through the air the rooks
would take on their return after a predatory excursion ; and it was no unusual
thing for Peter Purcel to go and meet them, and shout and dance when the dark
flock came in sight. In winter he never asked for food or raiment for himself,
but begged unceasingly for food for the crows, and if refused by the servants
would appeal to the master. *

“ They have,” said he, on one occasion, ““a tenant’s right; they war bred,
born, and reared on yer honour’s estate; and more, they have a right to
labourer’s wages, for they ate the grub that would ate the grain.”

Peter was a great Marplot; if snares were sct by the gardeners or game-
keepers for vermin, he was sure to defeat their object by destroying the snares ;
and it was no uncommon thing for the cook to find at liberty the chickens she
had set apart in a particular coop for immediate use; yet when they were
cooked Peter would eat them : he was often upbraided with this inconsistency,
but only replied with his usual half-laugh, half-shout.

Once, having detected a weazel at the instant it had pounced upon a poor .
rabbit, and having made prisoners of them both, one under one arm, and the
other under the other, he did not exactly know how to act; after much
deliberation, he let the rabbit go in a clover field, and then, sitting down in
his favourite rookery, despite the creature’s struggles, he extracted the weazel’s
teeth with an old penknife.

It was always pleasant to meet Peter in the country roads and boreens,
for he was certain to say something quaint or strange. One evening we found
him gathering wild flowers—* Here!” he exclaimed, “isn’t this daisy the
very moral of Mary Moore, with her round, white, starry face, and yalla
breast-knot ? and this, this little blue *forget-me-never,” that’s my mother,
my own mother, in heaven ! they put her in the abbey-yard, and say she’s in
heaven ; the  forget-me-never® grows round her grave—over where she’s laid,
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and these are her eyes, sure enough ! Here's the tansey, the bitter tansey ; that's
Molly the cook, of a fast day in a black Lent, when she smells the meat, and

can’t eat it, can’t eat it, can’t eat it! and—"" the idea of the cook’s being

unable to partake of the savoury messes she took so much pleasure to prepare
was too much for his imagination. He tossed the flowers in the air, flung up

his feathered cap, and shouted his wild senseless joy.

Time passed on, and we left the scenes of our childhood, to return to them
only as a visitor. Modern improvement had decreed that the old rookery
should be uprooted ; this was sorrowful news to poor Peter Purcel, who first
prayed against such a course, and then preached against it, long and loudly.
Of course, the poor natural’s remonstrances were made in vain: but the
dispersing of the colony, and the noise of the woodman’s axe, had such an effect
upon him, that, like a turbulent child, he was locked up until all was over.

Peter managed to make his escape at the moment the last tree was felled, the
very tree which he used to call “ King Crow’s Palace.” Ascending a mound,

at the foot of which he had often sheltered, he looked upon the felled timber,
the half-uprooted stumps, the crushed and mutilated boughs, with an ex-

pression of the most intense anguish. It was evening, and the poor rooke
hovered like a pall above their once loved home.

_" Hear me, birdeens,” exclaimed Peter Purcel, with his usual extravagant
action, ““ hear me ; the time isn’t far off, when he who has turned the black-
bands from their ould castles will have no more call to the land he now

stands on than ye have to what ye hang over at this minute, nor so much ;
ve'll be the best off then, birds of the air: he ean’t hinder yve from that ;

j*?u‘ll be as free of the air as ever, when he won’t have a foot of land to call
his own ! »

" The estate soon afterwards changed masters, and the poor people talk of

Peter Purcel’s prophecy to this day. There is a proverb also current amongst

them, when speaking of people who are much attached : they say, ““ As fond of
each other as Peter Purcel and the crows.”

The Kilkenny coal is chiefly raised in the vicinity of Castle Comer, a town

about ten miles due north of the city, and not far from the borders of the
county of Carlow and the Queen’s county ; and, in fact, “ the Coal Field **

* The term Coal-fcld is applied to a tract or district (more or less extensive) which contains seams of

:_m-‘ i 3 = '
:If'l or less ﬂlilmf Em“ :. their origin has been the callections of trees, shrubs, ferns, and all other kinds of
ﬂ""'*ﬂ'l#hﬂm t: matter, in situations peculiarly adapted for their reception, sueh as mouths of rivers, estuaries
@ 0T more currents meet, &o., &e. Their mode of formation may be seen in the enormous I]'II.II-I."I'

of drift
Wood colleeted at the mouths of the Alississippi and other American rivers :

will be covered with deposits of various kinds of rock, and
Ernerationa, K

these, in lime,
ultimately become the supply of future
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extends into both these counties, being fourteen miles in length and eleven in
breadth. The collieries have been worked for nearly a century and a
half. According to Dr. Boate, their discovery was accidental ; but the use
of the coal was, in his time, limited to their immediate neighbourhood,
““ because, the mines being far from rivers, the transportation is too chargeable

by land.”” They were first worked by Sir Christopher Wandesford, who

had purchased the township from the DBrennans, the ancient proprietors,
the last representative of whom died in indigent circumstances about the

vear 1795.
On approaching the coal district, the observer is at once struck by the

abruptness of the ridges that form the outer edge of the basin. The hills,
rising eight or nine hundred, and, in some cases, one thousand feet above the

surrounding country, are cultivated nearly to their summits, which are
unusually flat, and covered, generally, with a thin stratum of peat, among which
are frequently found the remains of huge trees, that must have at one period
completely clothed their surface *.

On ascending the sides of either of these mountains, the prospect is
amazingly fine, opening to view an immense extent of level country, agreeably
diversified by wood and water, and thickly studded with towns and villages.
But, on reaching their heights and looking towards the coal basin, a remark-
able change takes place, the country assuming an aspect totally different.
Flat, dreary, and almost barren hills, stretching in lengthened lines across a
thinly populated surface, give to it an aspect cheerless and uninviting ; the

unpleasing effect of which is increased by large heaps of * deads,”—. e.
rubbish thrown out from the underground works, consisting of slate, small-
coal, and the deleterious compounds of sulphur, so abundantly diffused
throughout the district : they lie scattered through the corn-fields and meadows
as well as the less productive tracts, small regard being paid to the interests of
the farmer, as by the stannary law the miner is allowed to proceed where he
will in his search after coal. Heightening the ill character of the scene
are huge unpicturesque engines, and large * gins”” worked by horses, scat-
tered among the miserable hovels of the colliers, gathered around both the
old and the new workings. The unfavourable impression thus produced
is by no means removed on a nearer inspection of the localities of the
mines ; particularly during winter, when most of the workings are filled with
surface water.

®* Asrin many other places, the forests have boon destroyed to smolt iron ; we bave often met the ruins
ol smelting houses, that were deserted when the wood was burnt out. We have already referred to one of
them in the vicinity of beautiful Lough Carah, near the Lakes of Killarney,
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The geology of “ the Leinster coal district " 1s extremely simple; the
granite country of Carlow is succeeded by beds of limestone, consisting of
almost every variety of this rock—from that of a loose, shivery, grey limestone,

breaking into indetermined angular fragments, to the most solid kind, usually
denominated black or Kilkenny marble. This formation, from the imbedded

organic remains which are so abundantly diffused throughout its members,

is distinctly referable to the mountain or carbomiferous limestone system,
Notwithstanding all that has been advanced in support of the assertion made

by some geologists, that no coal exists in the first six hundred feet of the slate
clay which immediately succeeds the limestone, a coal does exist in immediate
contact with it, as may be seen by an examination of the strata exposed in a
quarry on the farm of Rathtilig, near Arles, Queen’s County, belonging to the
Hon. Mr. Butler. It has been suggested to us that this fact may be accounted

for by the edges of the basin having been forced up by the convulsion which
formed it, and thereby brought the coal into close but artificial proximity to
the limestone. In this the seam is exposed for a considerable distance :

and, although in very disturbed ground, it is about two feet six inches in
thickness at the verge or outcrop ; and culm raised from it has been employed
in burning lime in the quarry. Besides this there are eighteen distinct veins
of coal, varying in thickness from a few inches to four feet, and of which

number ten are now workable ; but when a more scientific system comes into
operation, some of those which have hitherto been neglected will be found

available. These seams of coal are interstratified with the usual alternations
of sand-stone, slaty sand-stone, slate-clay, clay-stone, or clunch. and clay iron-

?tune, in thin beds. The fossil remains contained in these strata, in some
instances, consist of marine shells, similar to those of the inferior limestone ;
but the greater number consist of parts of stems of arborescent ferns and
aquatic plants, interspersed with the shells of fresh-water molluseca.

One remarkable difference is observable between the coal of this district
and that of the anthracitous, or stone-coal districts of South Wales: in the
fﬂr.mr:r the entire of the coal, from the base to the summit of the hill, is of one
uniform character ; whilst in the latter there is a gradual departure from the
truf'.r anthracite, which is only developed amongst the bottom members of the
series, until, in its most bituminous state, 1t 1s found occupying the upper part
of the same district. The cause of this great difference is that inferior seams
of coal in South Wales were formed, like the Kilkenny anthracite by heat
amlrpreaﬂure ; but in the superior seams heat was not present. '

+ Fhe qualities of this Kilkenny coal, as we have remarked, are very
singular. In consuming it emits neither flame nor smoke, and it leaves but a
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trifling residue of ashes; in fact, from the ingredients of the coal, it is impos-
sible that any of these should occur: the analysis is as follows—

Carbon . ! - - . . - . 96.95 in 100 Parts

Dark Grey Ashes ., (metallie oxides) .« 500 Ditto

Sulphur . ] : : . : . . 0,05 Ditto
100.00 ;

showing that the part producing the flame and smoke in the English coal
is entirely wanting in this—we mean the bitumen, which is usually 50 per
cent. of the whole.

This absence of bitumen admirably fits it for all culinary purposes to which
it may be applied, and also renders it an excellent coal for generating steam
for engines, although the form of the furnace must be different from that in which
bituminous coal is consumed. In using it for this purpose alone, a saving of
at least 50 per cent is effected, as, from its superior density, a ton of it will

last as long as aton and a half of English coal. A further saving consists in the
doing away with stokers, &c., which are unnecessary, as the coal has not that
tendency to clinker and choke the furnace bars, which we find so detrimental
in the bituminous coal *.

Notwithstanding the numerous and very great improvements that of late
years have been introduced into mining operations in this country, the collieries
of Kilkenny, instead of making simultaneous advances, seem rather to be in a
retrograding condition ; certainly no symptoms of radical improvement are

visible. This, probably, arises more from an antipathy on the part of the
working classes to the introduction of anything they have not been previously
accustomed to, and an injudicious selection of colliery agents, than to a want

of spirit and liberality in the proprietors themselves.

The prevailing opinion is, that almost the entire coal of the Kilkenny district
has been wrought out. This may be correct as regards the upper beds. It 1s
also equally undeniable that immense deposits of coal do exist, and are attain-
able by sinking to a lower level ; but, as the increased depth would compel

the conduct of operations on a regular scientific plan,—a large tract of coal
being wrought from one pit, and the thorough ventilation of the works kept
up by a system of draughts or currents of air—mnot after the rabbit-warren

* All coal is formed from vegetable matter, under presswre, with the exclusion of atmospheric air,
which, by affording oxygen, would induce fermentation, and thus resolve it into its proximate principles :
indeed, the texture of the wood can be distinetly traced in eoal. Anthracite, or stone coal, differs from the

ordinary or bituminous, by having been exposed to a very high heat, which has driven off the gaseous matters,

and thus changed it to carbon or charcoal, which has some small portion of sulphur and metals (combined
as sulphurets) contained in it. Kilkenny coal, during combustion, by its union with the oxygen of the atmo-

sphere, is converted into three distinet products—Uarbonic acid, metallic oxides (grey ashes), and sulphurons
acid gus, which gives the extromely unpleasant and unwholesome vapour,
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system which has been pursued in removing the coals from the shallower
level—the proprietors, instead of adopting these measures, have abandoned
their works ;: not wishing to risk either their lives or properties in the intro-
duction of a new method, which, although tending materially to ameliorate
the condition of the colliers and working men, would nevertheless be strenu-

ously opposed by the great majority of them, as an invasion of their rights.
The present produce of the Leinster collieries is extremely variable

(particularly the hard coal), as it depends entirely on the accidental discovery
of the pillars and barriers left to prevent the exfoliation of the roof in the

former workings ; the fact that no records of the underground workings have
been preserved, will account for the uncertainty that exists in the search after
these remnants of remote operations. The average quantity of hard coal
now raised may therefore be estimated at about 40,000 tons, and of culm,
75,000 tons annually ; of this the Doonane colliery contributes the largest
portion. The principal part of this coal is consumed in the neighbouring
towns, although it is occasionally carried to places at great distances; but in
these cases it is usually employed in the process of malting, &ec., for which
purpose 1t 1s admirably adapted.

“The excellent qualities of the Kilkenny coal,” observes Mr. Tighe, * for

particular uses, are well known in Ireland ; no fuel dries malt so well, and this
without any preparation ; it is excellent for the forge, and for most works in

iron ; in every manufacture, where steady heat is required, devoid of smoke,
it cannot be excelled ; nor does it dirty the flues when it is used*.” Tts use

in private houses, however, by persons who are careless or not accustomed to
it, is disagreeable and often noxious. The vast quantity of carbonic acid 08
evolved and formed during the ignition, not only diminishes the quantity of
pure vital air, but, being so much heavier than atmospheric air, subsides and
mingles with the lower stratum of it, which must be breathed by the inhabit-
ants. And it is observable that in the lower parts of the town its effects are
more sensibly felt than in the higher. When breathed in any quantity, this
air produces heaviness in the head, diminished circulation, torpor, and
fainting ; in close rooms it has the suffocating effect of charcoal ; but its smell
18 much heavier and more disagreeable. Even in Kilkenny, therefore, the
coal is not much used by the higher classes: and the lower orders, very

naturally, prefer turf. To our minds, the fire it made was cheerless to the
€ye, and exceedingly unpleasant to the smell.

The principal marble quarry of Kilkenny is situated about half a mile
* By

A :ll.'...lEir'H.'ll;',"- I-ﬂ.l]._".li-'r, it I-]l'lill-"ﬂl-l:'}.iﬂ I.'iE!IZI".I_r o] pure ﬂ'l"lﬂ'l'l'l:_ withowut any hil'l.l'l'l.'lil'lﬂnl matter ﬂ'll-lt"
1 COTIRIUETS tL an 'I:l.'lh'tl-ll'l'IFl.l 97.3 peTr oont. 'I]lr]'ll-l'l'ﬂ l:'lil.'l"b-l]ln, the remainder bﬂiﬂ! uninflamimable ashes,




KILKENNY, 41

south of the city ; the marble is black ; and some of it remarkably pure. Mr.

Colles, the proprietor of the mills, exports annually to England about 100
tons of it, and obtains in exchange the marble of Italy, which he works up

with the produce of the quarry into chimney pieces, &c., which he frequently
inlays with coloured stones, and adorns with sculptures in relief. The marble
generally contains a variety of impressions, of madrepores, of bivalve, and of
turbinate shells. ¢ Mytilites, turbinites, pectenites, tellinites, tubiporites,
nautilites, and ammonites, may be distinguished, and perhaps most of the
testaceous marks usually found in such stones.” Omne water-wheel, by
machinery, saws and polishes slabs with the power of forty men. There is a
quantity of marble rock through every part of the country ; and in many places
may be seen the most beautiful specimens of madrepore marble in the loose
stone walls on the high roads; and in fact all the stone in and around Kail-
kenny is marble, with beautiful madrepore and shells mixed through 1it,
which, when calcined by the air or heat of the fire in chimney-pieces, appear
so that sometimes you imagine you could pluck out the perfect shell. It is
much used for tomb and head stones ; and it was very striking to note it among
the ruins of ancient churches in the vicinity—polished by the hand of time,
and pointing out the graves of the humblest peasants. About three or four
miles north of Kilkenny, and in the immediate vicinity of other quarries, are the
singular caves of Dunmore. We borrow from the survey of Mr. Tighe a deserip-
tion of the principal cave. * It issituated not far from the edge of the calcareous
district, a little south of the church of Methill, and in a cultivated field on the
slope of a gentle hill. A large oval pit, about fifty yards by forty wide, first
appears, which seems to have been formed by the sinking in of the surface,
where it had least to support it ; in the eastern end is the mouth of the cave,
to which the rubbish of stone and clay forms a deep descent of above seventy
feet from the opposite quarter : the sides of the pit are almost perpendicular ;
the strata nearly horizontal and thin, with cavities containing spars and crystals.
Rabbits often burrow near the entrance, and wild pigeons live within the first
cavity. Some of the plants within the pit, and before the arch at the entrance,
are the Glechoma hederacea, ground ivy ; Ir. Athain luss ; a plant considered holy
by the common people *, and carried as a charm against fairies, particularly on

* Toanother plant, Verbena officinalis, vervain, Mr. Tighe also refers as an object of peculiar veneration
with the peasantry. ' ItsIrish name," he says, “is fugh na grass, and it is estoomed as a sovercign remedy
in many cases. When the country doctors among the common people, or old women, pull herba for medicinal
purposes, they always add some superstitious invocation, and some plants are taken up * in the name of the
Father, Son, and the Holy Ghost,' but when vervain is pulled, this peculisr ineantation is used :—

¢ Vervain, thon growest upon holy ground,
In Mount Calvary thou wert foand,
YOL. 11,
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St. John’s night ; Asplenium seolopendrium, hart’s-tongue spleenwort ; Ir. lugh
na much Y ﬁﬂ'ﬂ" or P.ﬁm':tf E-f the wild boar ; Sambucus :I':I!'_l?’.l"ﬂ-;. black t.}].l]EI;
The first cavern is irregularly shaped, of a large circumference ; the roof near
fifty feet high, and the floor sloping downwards ; towards the left, a nAITOW
passage leads by a slippery ascent to the interior, where a vast variety of
stalactitic forms, assisted by the inequality of the rock, amuse the spectator ;
the cave grows narrow, and again widens into a large apartment ; beyond are
winding passages and other cavities, in one of which the cave is said to run
out towards the other side of the hill, and that the light can be seen through
a chink ; it certainly goes in that direction, and might be opened at the other
end. The bottom is always slippery ; stalactites are continually formed by
the dripping water, and calcareous sinter is deposited in various shapes on
the sides and bottom. In one part of the inner cavern, imagination supposes
it to take the form of an organ, in another that of a cross, or of an altar:
pieces of the transparent alabaster taken out of this cave have been uccalinn!ﬂ[
polished, and worked into tables and vases, and it is surprising that they are
not an object of manufacture in an extensive manner. The quantity is great;
it can be detached in large masses, and an easier entrance might be opened
to the other end of the cavern. A stream of water passes through the cave
at a great distance from its mouth, and many skulls and bones have been
found not a great way from this stream, and in other parts far within the
cavity ; some of the skulls were enveloped in calcareous spar. In or near
this cave some clay coloured by carbon, aund called black chalk, has been
taken up.”

It has never been entirely explored ; and there is a report current that it
runs along under ground until it communicates with the castle in Kilkenny—
it has been even affirmed, that the voices of people talking in the Tholsel have
been heard in the cave.

At Ballyspellan and Castlecomer, both within the limits of the coal
district, are chalybeate springs, whose waters are much frequented for the
medicinal qualities they are supposed to possess. Nevertheless, the strength
of these springs is not so great as that of the waters which issue from the deep

Thou curest all sores and all discases,
And in the name of the holy Jesus,
I pull you out of the ground.*

“ The superstitions of ancient religions are generally trunsferred to the present profession. Medicinal virtues
are attributed to almowst every plant, by those who profess that knowledge among the common peaple ; their !
knowledge they derive from tradition ; in some instances they are very right, holding several powerful plants,
s dwarf elder, water-dock, and others, in high estimation for their proper uses,”
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bore-holes and mines of the collieries, owing, in part, to the surface water
mixing more freely with them.

However, the spa at Ballyspellan, in addition to the sulphate of iron held
i solution, contains a considerable portion of carbonic acid gas, which it
probably derives from its proximity to the carboniferous limestone.

From these lighter subjects we turn to one of wvery considerable
1mportance.

The “ Loan Societies” of Ireland claimed our earliest attention. At
Cahir, in the county of Tipperary, we had the first opportunity of testing
their practical working. Omn applying at the office there, the books were
readily submitted to us, and it was with no considerable surprise as well
as gratification we found, that although from the first of June 1839 to the
thirtieth of June 1840, a sum of £3792 had been lent to 1306 borrowers,
the institution had not sustained a loss of a single shilling—that the
“ securities”’ were applied to in only fifty-three cases, and summoned in but
one instance. Tlhe same result followed our inquiries at Waterford—** no
loss whatever having occurred tothesociety fromany defaultin repayments.” We

had afterwards abundant opportunities for ascertaining that these proofs of the
honesty of the peasantry of Ireland, who constitute by far the largest pro-
portion of the borrowers, were not accidental, but were borne out by similar
evidence, derived from nearly every district throughout the country. We have
therefore thought it our duty to procure all the necessary documents connected
with the subject, in order to communicate such information concerning it
as we have thought would interest our readers— prefacing our remarks by
some account of the several attempts to establish Loan Funds in Ireland, prior
to the introduction of their establishment under Government control.

The advantage to the poorer classes of small loans of money to purchase
implements of trade, early attracted the notice of the Irish Parliament : and
at various periods during the last century, associations of benevolent indivi-
duals organised themselves for the purpose of forming, by voluntary subscrip-
tions, a capital stock, to be lent out to industrious tradesmen, on the joint
security of one or more persons for repayment of the loan within twelve
months, and without interest. These private societies realised so fully the
expectations of their promoters, that in 1778 the subject came before Parlia-
ment. A musical society existed in Dublin, which, from the year 1756, had
applhied the receipts of their concerts to Loan Society purposes: and the
existing managers of that society were, with several public officers, incorpo-
rated mn 1778 (by the 17 & 18 Geo. 3, c. 12), as a Charitable Loan Society,

L

giving them extensive powers to hold property, and to open branches through-



ELAND.
44 1K

out the country. Legacies have been left to the society, but its funds are now
greatly diminished, many of the branches are extinct, and such as remain have
no connexion whatever with the parent musical society in Dublin®.

During the last thirty years, various associations have been formed in
TLondon with the view of improving the condition of the lrish peasantry,
Some of these associations bestowed pecuniary grants to encourage the straw
hat manufacture, and others to improve the fisheries, or the state of agn-
culture, either by small loans of money, or by grants of fishing-tackle, or of

farming or manufacturing implements. These transactions were carried on
through the medium of local committees, who corresponded with the parent
associations in London. :

The beneficial effects of these institutions being generally acknowledged,
it was deemed advisable to introduce a new bill for their further encourage-
ment, as the musical society act of 1778 had substantially fallen into desuetude.
This new bill (which passed in May 1823) enacted, that any number of
persons desirous of forming a Charitable Loan Society, either by lending small
sums of money or implements of industry, should lodge with the clerk of the
peace a copy of their rules; that loans not exceeding £10 in any one year
might be made to any person upon notes of hand, which would be free of
stamp duty; that these loans would be recoverable by the treasurer of the
society ; that legal interest only would be chargeable; that none of the
trustees or managers were to receive any remuneration, but clerks were to be
paid such salaries, or other necessary expenses, as the rules of each society
sanctioned. Any looms, wheels, or other implements lent out by a society,
were, before delivery, to be stamped, and were to be saved from distraint for
rent or debt.

A few years additional experience demonstrated that many abuses were
creeping in, under the act of 1823, and that the beneficial principles of the
loan fund system could not be worked out without an alteration in the law.

For although the trustees and directors of Loan Societies were personally
excluded from all remuneration, yet by the sweeping language *“ of all

necessary expenses ™ to be paid to clerks, without any limit, members of the
families of directors were in some instances largely remunerated, and little or

|

® A branch of this original institution is still carricd on at St. Anne's Church, Dublin, with a nett
capital of about £4000 ; but as the tocloty only lends the interest of its eapital, at l!i'l! close of the last year,
..“I]I I-hl.'.:lll'- £300 was in the hands of borrowers, notwithstanding the distress which might be alleviated
in Dublin by its proper use. The principal is enjoyed by that wealthy body the Bank of Ireland at thres
and a hall per cent.: and this, too, when hundreds of solvent, though poor and industrious parties, would

willingly pay a much larger per contage for its
| use, and thus be benefited by having capital to employ on
which they could realise a large profit by their small dealings. e -
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no profit was realised. Some of the London associations issued their grants

also to the local committees free of interest ; and as many of these committees
charged the borrowers six per cent., a large profit arose, which was, however
swallowed up by expensive and irresponsible management.

To meet these circumstances, an act passed in 1836, authorising the
Lord Lieutenant of Ireland to appoint a Central Board of Commissioners,
with power to inspect the books of all Loan Societies established under
the act. The rules also were to be examined and certified by a revising

barrister before being lodged with the clerk of the peace; and any society
violating the rules was liable to suspension by the board. The loans were to
be repayable by instalments, and interest not exceeding the rate of sixpence
in the pound for twenty weeks, was chargeable to the borrower; while all
profits over and above the limited expense of management were to be appro-
priated to local charitable purposes, such as maintaining a hospital or school,
or aiding in the purchase of clothing or fuel for the poor, &c., and each
society was also to send up to the Board a yearly account of its proceedings.
In 1838 an amendment of the act passed, giving the Board power to reduce
prospectively the salaries to clerks, if they were out of proportion to the
extent of business; and every treasurer was imperatively required to find
security. The Board were also directed to report annually to Parliament.

In compliance with the direction, three Reports have already been
delivered ; the first being printed by order of the House of Commons, on
the twenty-seventh of August 1839, and the two latter having been presented
to both Houses by command of Her Majesty.

The first and second Reports are but scanty documents, and we have

heard great complaints of the inaccuracy of the tables appended to them, but
have reason to believe that the Irish government, awake to the magnitude of
the interests at stake, have taken measures for insuring more satisfactory
returns for the future ; and the amplitude and correctness of the Report for
the past year (1840) confirms this supposition.

It appears by this Report that the increase of the Loan Fund System has
been in the following ratio :—

COMPARATIVE STATEMEXRT SHOWING THE PFROGRESS OF THE LOAN FUND SYSTEM IN IRELAND,
AS EXHINMTED IX THE REFPORTS OF THE CENTRAL BOARD TO PARLIAMENT,

= |
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This alone, one might suppose, affords sufficient evidence of the value of

the system—that in two years a circulation of one hundred and eighty thousand
pounds should have increased to one million, one hundred and sixty-four

thousand : and when it is considered that this large amount drawn from the

pockets of those who are well able to spare it, and to whom 1t yields a handsome
interest for its use, is circulated amongst the poorest class of the people in

loans averaging about £3 each, it seems a waste of argument to defend it.
As, however, attacks are constantly made on the Loan Fund system, and

some persons, perhaps, mistake the assertions of parties opposed to it for
arguments, we shall endeavour to take a short and impartial review of the
whole subject in its present state and future bearings on the moral and social
condition of the people of Ireland ; believing it to have a large and most
important influence upon both *,

* Statements as to the practical working of the system are published in the “ Report,”" from a very

large proportion of the Provincial Societies. As confirmatory of the view we have taken, we cxiract passages
from somo of them. Moville, County Donegal.—This Society continues to be productive of much good

among the industrious classes of this neighbourhood ; affording means of industry and promoting habits of
regularity, providence, and honesty. Lisbollaw, County Fermanagh.—Soverl instances have come to our
knowledge of persons of that class, who had not a cow when the Loan Fund was first established, but who
borrowed the price of one from the Fund, and during the winter repaid the instalments by the sale of milk,
&e. Dungannon, Counily Tyrone.—Many parties who have obtained loans bave been enabled to inerease
their stock of eaitle, and otherwise to bring their lands into a better state of cultivation : numerous small
manufacturers have been enabled to inerease their number of looms, giving additional employment to their
own inmates, a8 well us to their poorer neighbours. Edgeworthstown, County Longford.—The Trustees
look back with no small degree of pleasure to the good effect their Socioty has produced upon the minds and
habits of the population, immediately within the range of its operations. Kenagh, County Longford.—
Several instances have come under the notice of the Committee, which afford very grulifying testimony of
the stimulus which has been afforded to industry and regularity by this Institution. K illeshandra, Counly
Cavan.—Some farmers have said that the loan was * as good to them ™ ns the gift of the same sum ; and a
couple of cascs have arisen of farmers saying that they * never had s four-footed beast on their land before,™
and pow they have two or three, Galway.—The number of persons assisted by theso loans may be caleu-
lated at 3600, many of whom have been raised from poverty and despair to comparative comfort and eonfi-
dence, and saved from being o charge on the Poor Rate or Mendicity Institution. Ballaghadereen, Coundy
Mayo.— Every member (in the several districts) bears testimony to the great benefit reccived by
iml:i--rii.i:..l.l.ll from the use of the Loan Fund money, not merely in & pecuniary point of view, but by the
greal increasce observable among those who have received it of habits of order, active industry, and the
general comfort of their familics. Miltown Malbay, County Clare.—The formation of the Bociety
was a source of great relief to the poor, during the trying period of the last scarce summer, aod the
regular and certain payment for potatoes, through tho means of the loans granted, tended to keop up a well
supplicd market at a reduced price. The tribe of usurious moncy brokers, with whom this eountry sbounded,
bhave nearly ceased their griping extortion upon the poor, through the instrumentality of the Fund, to which
:];m::i'll'mr::rl. who hitherto sorely felt ll::.n oppression of this tibe. Magourney, County Cork.—In
cesy poor, but industrious, individuals have been materially benefitted. Many, especially of the
I-Ih:;jng classes, have been rescued from the exorbitant exactions of the usurer; a stimulus has been given
:, : :llll.ni.'l I'.r.n.dm of t.'h:u d.inl:.'ri.‘-l.'_':l'... & system of order and punctuality has been introduced, and we have no
ﬂ.: t. \ t that, with God's blessing, a closer bond of union will be formed between all classes of socicty, and
*pinit of kindocss and good-will, which we thankfully acknowledge has hitherto existed, will be increased
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The history and formation of a properly conducted Loan Fund 1is this.
The resident gentry of some locality in which no Loan Society exists, perceive
that such an institution is required, or would benefit the people in the district.

und stromgthened. Castle Townsend, County Cork.—A very perceptible stimulus has been given to

industry, and many are now maintaining their families in comparative comfort, who, but for the aid received

from the Loan Fund, would be living in idleness and want, Gilandore, County Cork.—Results the most
beneficial have followed ; distress has been relieved at the most eritical periods ;3 the labourer, who, withont

ita aid, would have been unable to procure seed for his potato garden last summer, bas now, through those
means, aided by the blessing of [Providenee, an abundance of food, and in many cases the rent of the garden
has been paid, by the timely ald given to the industry of himself or the females of his family, by enabling

them to procure the means of making their own labour available. Habits of industry and of exertion have,
in innumernble instances, been promoted, a regard for character and habits of punctuality have invariably

been generated. Gowran, Coundy Kikenng.—Many poor and industrions families were enabled, by the
scasonable relicf afforded them, to continue in their homes, which otherwise poverty would have forced them

to abandon, and beg for that precarious subsistence which, from want of constant employment, they could

not procure for themselves, Castlelown, County Meath.—As in former vears, it has assisted the small
farmer, by enabling him to hold over his corn for a favourable market, besides the great advantage to be
derived from not being obliged to thrash his corn until the straw was required for fodder. The cottier has
frequently been enabled to keep over his pig, when, but for the assistance afforded by the Loan Fund, he
would have been compelled to sell at great disadvantage. The labourer has been able to purchase, especially
in the summer, the food necessary for the subsistence of himself and family, at market prices, instead of
dealing with those who charge an enormous profit for a short credit. Mountrath, Queen’s Couniy.—The
Loans have been of great service to the majority of the borrowers, in many cases enabling them to lay in
provisions for the summer for much less than they would afterwards pay, and providing seed for their ground,
which would otherwise remain waste ; and by supplying materials for tradesmen, chiefly Brogue-makers, Shoe-
makers, Painters, Carpenters, Weavers, and Victuallers, Clonmel, Couniy Tipperary.—3Several instancea
of the great benefit which industrious persons have derived from the assistance afforded by the Society have
come under the notice of the Managers. Cows have been purchased by some, and the sale of the milk has

enabled them to repay the Loan ; others have purchased pigs, and repaying the instalments from their weekly
carnings, bave been able, in some little time, to scll to advantage. On the whole, the Managers are led to

expect that much good will result from the encouragement held out to good charmeter and industrious habits.
Tipperary, County Tipperary.—It has conferred immense benefits on the poor and industrious classes ;
but for the aid afforded during the present and past winters, it is fearful to contemplate the distress the poor

would bave to encounter. Tyrrell’s Pass, County Westmeath.— As applications for the Reports of the Society
are frequently made, and sometimes from distant quarters, it seems expedient to give a statement both of its

direct effects, and of its no less important collaternl operations,  Its direct effects resunlt from its constitution
as n Loan Office, in distributing Loans from one pound to ten inclusive, through a distriet comprehending, at
the lowest computation, four hundred square miles :—its collaternl operations, in its being a Savings’ Bank,
receiving the deposits of the industrious, (of whom not a few are afmaid of keeping them in their houses,) and
paying them a high interest for them ;—in supporting from its profits an Infant School, which is in a highly
prosperous state, educating 120 children, of whom seventy are in constant attendance ;—in establishing a
Platting 8chool for Irish Leghorn Hats and Bonnets; in the employing of a Seotch Agriculturist, and furnish-
ing agricultural seeds to the farmers ;—in its working the machinery of a Ladies® Society for the improvement
of the female peasantry ;—in its laying in stores of various kinds—as, in the present season, coals, and in
‘other seasons, meal—for the use of those who could not expend capital upon them, and furnishing these
articles at cost price ;—in the bestowing of the net profits chiefly upon public works, so as at onece to give

employment to the distressed, and to render that employment subservient to the public interest by permanent
improvements ; and lastly,—in the exercise of an ecxtensive moml influence by the encouragement of habits

of temperance. Lisnaskea, Counly Fermanagh.—Through the medium of this Society, two working
schools liave also been lately established, and two competent mistresses procured (under the patronage of

Mrs, Crichton, and superintendence of a Committee of ladies), for instructing daughters of small farmers,
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A meeting is called, and as many as are inclined to become depositors
state their intention of taking debentures from the new society, for which
they receive interest, in some places five and in others six per cent. One party
is voted treasurer, another honorary secretary, apd three or four others trustees.
Rules for the government of the society are themn drawn up, and it is

imperative that each set of rules shall contain a provision that no manager

mechanics, labourers, &e., in straw plat, and plain, useful, and fancy needlework, by which means they may
i after life obtain a comfortable and respectable livelihood,

We must add to this note two or three individual cases, which afford a fair specimen of the whole.

A. B. states that he had taken grass for a cow from May till November ; that in June his cow died ; that
he was not only at the loss of the cow, but would also be obliged to pay for the grass just as much as if the
cow were on it ; that, in short, he would have been a ruined man. He applied for £10 to replace the cow ;
the loan was granted ; he purchased a cow ; with her butter and his own weekly earnings hie found no difficulty
in paying the instalments ; at the end of twenty weeks he had the cow clear, and the full benefit of the grass,
C. D. states, he had ground for oats and potatoes, but had no seed ; applied for a loan of £5 ; purchased seed
and sowed and planted the ground, and paid the instalments out of his weekly earnings. E. F., a shoemaker,
had plenty of orders from his eustomers, but could not fulfil them for want of leather, and was in danger of
losing their custom ; applied for aloan of £3 ; bought leather, and was easily able to support himself, and
repay the instalments. G. M., a labourer, with two in family, earning ten shillings a week, had no meal—

market price thirteen shillings—if he applied to a mealmonger, would be charged twenty-two shillings on fime,
to be paid in three months—if he dealt with him would Jose nine shillings on every ewt.—applied to Loan

M; far 'I:!'uliﬂ.'linp and 'IIIFEIHI'-. abtained a loan of £5: 'I_ll:l-'“F'hI. menl on ﬂd"i"ﬂ“uﬂq:lﬂu‘ terms to support
his fumily : and was easily able to pay the instalments. P. 8., another shoemaker, represented that he might
have had work, but had no money or means to get leather. Got notice from his landlord to quit, being
in arrear, and not likely to be better; has sat hammering his stone for hours to make the neighbours believe
he had work when he liad none, that he might get time to pay his rent. Borrowed from Loan Fund, and
can now, as he says, “ hammer his stone in earnest, and with a dry eye.” Biddy C., wife of a small farmer,
bought a cow with £8 she got from Loan Fund, * unbeknowns ' to her husband : paid the eight shillings n
week, with the butter and milk, and in twenty weeks had the cow elear profit. Has now four cows by same

means, and has no oreasion o trouble the ** Blessed Fund, which has been the making of her and her's.”™ Tt
wotld bo uscless to multiply these instances, which might be easily done.

We copy from the Report of the Portadown Society, * the number and objects for which Loans were
granted in 1840:""'—

X s d

160 Loans to Purchase Horses . . . . . . . 650 0 0O
1750 - . Cows, Pige, Goats . . .. 7000 0O O
137 - - Corn, Hay,orSeeds . . . 550 0 O
21 " i Farm Jmplements . . ., B85 0 0
43 " m looms . ., . . . . . 175 0 O
423 " o Y¥Yarmm . . . . . . L.1700 O O
40 " i Thmber . , . . . ., . 176 0 O
15 - gL IOl . s a . we BOOOD OO
i) & 5 leather . . . . . ., . 282 0 O
250 " i Dealing .- . . . . .. 65 0 0o
85 - i Fishing Tackle . . . . . B 0 0
175 - o Remt . . . . . . .. 700 0 0O
97 - ~* Debts . . . . . . . . BBR O 0
601 » i Provisions . . . . , .. 2525 0 0

| — —

Total Number 3687

Amount £14918 0 0
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or trustee shall directly or indirectly derive any profit from it. Another
rule must ascertain the limit to which the managers shall be at liberty to
go in expenses of management, and a third, that the treasurer shall become

bound with solvent sureties ig a reasonable amount for the faithful perform-
ance of his duties. These rules are then transmitted to the Secretary in Dublin
Castle, for the approval of the Board, who make any alteration in them they
may deem expedient, and the copy is then returned to the society, that three
fair transcripts may be made and sent up for certification. On their reaching
the secretary he submits them to the certifying barrister, who, if they are
in accordance with the acts, attaches his certification and signature that such is
the case. One of these transeripts is then lodged in the office of the Secretary
to the Board, another with the clerk of the peace of the county in which the
society is situate, and the third is transmited to the treasurer of the society as

a voucher that his society is entitled to the privileges conferred by the Act.
The society 1s then in legal existence, and commences operations. A person

is appointed clerk, and to him the intending borrowers apply for application

papers, which are according to the form printed in the note®, and for each of

which a penny or a half-penny is generally charged.

® APPLICATION FOR A LLOAN FROM THE LOAN BOCIETY.

Former Loan (if any) No. Amount, £ Fines s. o,

I of Parish of

County of of which the Petty Sessions are held at

and helding neres of land, request that I may be accommodated with
| pound shillings, secording to the Rules

of the Loan Fund, which I intend to employ in

and of which I solomnly declare that the whole is to be applied to my own use and not divided with any
other person.

I eertify that the above-named is personally known toe me and
that T consider to be a solvent, honest, industrious person, and that
I believe the above statement to be perfectly correet,
Given under my hand, this day of 184 -
Signed of

T 8 == e

It is roquested that no Person will cortifly for an iMsonar rerson, or for ene who does not live inﬂm:ﬁquily
in somo ealling.

WE whose names aro hereunto subscribed, will guamntee the payment by a Promissory Note of # s.
to the Treasurer for the time being of the CHARITABLE LOAN BOCIETY, applied

w

for by
Given under our hand, this day af
of of which the Petty Sessions are
held at possessed of property in
to the value of at least #
of of which the Petty Sessions are
hield at possessod of property in

to the value of at least &
YOL. Il
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This being filled up, and returned by ﬂfe applicant, his solvency and general
character, with that of his sureties, is considered, by one or two of t-l':e trustees
in council met for the purpose, and if approved, the'ﬁlﬂ l'ﬂﬂﬂ applied for, or
such portion of it as they may think proper m grant, 13 paid to the borrower,
stopping, at the time the loan is issued, sixpence 1n the pound by wny'.nf
interest. The borrower then receives a card, on which the nmuuﬂ.l; lent to ]:um
is entered, and the instalments he pays are marked off. A duplicate of t]us,
or a proper account of the transaction, is of course booked by the society.
The borrower, and his sureties for him, bind themselves to repay the amount
of the loan in twenty weeks, by instalments of one shilling in the pound per
week. Thus, if a borrower applies for a loan of £5, which 1s apprm:ﬂll: the
society hands him £4 17s. 6d., retaining two shillings and sixpence as interest.
He then pays five shillings for twenty weeks, and the £5 1s paid off. Should
the borrower run into default, he subjects himself in most societies toa fine of
one penny for the first week, and three-pence for the second and every
succeeding week on each pound lent him, and should he remain two weeks in
default, his sureties receive notice that they will be sued for the amount
together with the fines incurred, and unless the borrower comes in, this is
immediately done. But in the very great majority of cases no such steps are
necessary, the poor borrowers genmerally being very punctual in their
repayments.

It has been objected by some that the borrowers lose their time in repaying
these instalments, but in practice the personal attendance of the borrower or
his sureties is seldom given. The instalments of a whole neighbourhood are
frequently brought in by a child, or some old person, fit for no other employ-
ment, who goes, per vicem, for two or three town lands. *‘ Indeed,” remarks
the Rev. Mr. Nixon, of Castle Town, “it is quite delightful to see the con-
fidence reposed by the borrowers in the persons who carry their instalments,
and also the fidelity and accuracy, nay, even the tact, that these latter evince
in the discharge of the duty they have undertaken.” In some places, the
amount of interest charged is less than that above stated, and in others the
fines are higher. There is no uniformity in these matters, nor have the
Central Board any power of enforcing it, though it is evidently desirable.

We have found great difficulty in arriving at an accurate estimate of the
real number of these societies, or loan funds, at work throughout the country.
Up to the 31st of December, 1840, 262 societies had been registered by the
certifying barrister, and thirty others had sent copies of rules, of which they
never took any steps to complete the certification. From the 1st of January
to the 31st of May, 1841, twenty-six new societies have been added to the
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number. In the appendix to their third report, the Board return 215 societies
in operation, which had reported to them, and five more working, which had

not reported up to the time the tables went to press.

From these data it may be presumed that 246 properly registered and
legitimate societies are at work under the sanction and control of the Board,
and their circulation for the present year may be estimated at about a million
and a half sterling. There are, however, in Ireland several loan funds,
“ private and irresponsible®;” we add, in a note, an abstract that will
exhibit the operations of the societies reporting to the board, and to these
we shall confine our remarks in the absence of any genuine statistical

* Theso * private and irresponsible ™ socicties may again be divided into two classes—viz the socicties in
connexion with * The Irish Reproductive Loan Fund,'" as it is named (though anything but reproductive in
principle) and the socicties instituted by various crafty men for their own evil purposes, and who by conducting
their business on the principle of discounting small bills for short periods, manage to rob the poor to an enor-

mous amount without rendering themselves liable to any legal proceedings.

When the Act 1 and 2 Vie. . 78, wns passed, making it imperative on all loan societies to enrol under
the Board, under penalty of not being able to recover any money or goods they might lend, in any court, the
parties interested had unfortunately snfficient intercst to insert a clause in the bill exempting the socicties in
connexion with the Irish Reproductive Loan Fund Institution from this wholesome control, provided the

chairman of the Institution in London sent to the Secretary of the Board in Dublin & list of the socicties thus
connected. Thus an imperium in imperio was formed, and a very large number of socicties in some of the

most important districts rendered independent of the control of the Board, although the latter body are in
a measure responsible for the general effects of the systom in the country, and parties unable to distinguish
between registered and unregistered societies frequently blame the Board, and the system it advocates, for
ovils incidental to the management of socicties over which they have no control.

But it is to be feared the above are among the least of the evils arising from this want of responsibility,

Let us trace ** The Amicable Society for the Permanent Protection of Industry,"’ or, as it is more generally
called, * The Irish Reproductive Loan Fund,'" to its rise.

In 1822 unusually great distress prevailed in Ireland from the failare of the erops, and a Committeo was
formed in London to mise and conduct a subscription for the relief of this distress. Large sums were raised

for this purpose from the British publie, and when the main purpose of the subseription had been achieved,
a considerable sum remained. £40,000 of this surplus was appropriated to the formation of loan societios

in certain countics, and trustoes chosen from residents in each of these counties were selected to carry out
the object desired. In 1838 this sum had been farther increased to £79,599.
A very small portion of this sum has really found its way to loan socioties, large amounts being lent by

the aforesaid local trustees to their own friends at 2 per cent. : in fact, & regular system of fobbing is carried
on with the money thus charitably subseribed for the relief of distress.

What the London Board of Directors are about does not appear ; as it is an irresponsible body, nuaking
no returns to Parliamont or elsewhere, we have no means of arriving at what their expenses are, or what
sums they really have at their command., By a garbled Report, from which little can be elicited, printed by

them in 1838, it appears on their own showing, that the funds in Ircland, alone, amount to £79,599, as
above stated.

It is to be hoped that some one of the * patriotic ™ members for Ireland will call for ** justice.” and if
Parliament has no other means of making this body responsible, that it will at least place their societics in

Ireland under the control of the Central Board. The very fact of their desiring to be exempted from
supervision should have awakened suspicion,

In nddition to these socictics there are about 100 unregistered Loan Funds carrying on business in various
parts of the country, which the present Secretary of the Board has not yet had time to dissect.



account of the rest. The table is taken from the Third Report of the Board to
Parliament ®. ' | '

It appears by this return—and the circumstance 1s so remnrkn‘.l?lﬂ as to
appear, at first, incredible—that out of an amount of £1,164,046 circulated
in small loans amongst 463,750 individuals, so small an amount as
£360 18s. 8d., only, should have been lost, or about {¢. in the pound. *W-E
were very sceptical on this point, and consequently directed vigilant
attention to the subject ; when, what was our surprise to find thateven this £360
—this 2¢. in the pound, is considerably more than has been really lost, or
left deficient by the poor borrowers! From the “ list of societies whose accounts

show a loss on the transactions of the year 1840, after paying interest to
depositors and expenses of management,” we took the first, viz.—Mitchelstown,

where the reported loss was £43 2s. 64., when we ascertained that this society
lent during 1840, £5420 amongst 3070 borrowers, who paid £135, or siIXpence

Lassa, belng the tousl

I rI"'||'-|'|Il|l|:... after dad u-rl-i
M mint ebr- Ka.of | |

‘ No.of | | Interess *".._jﬁlﬁ'.'t"a':.‘.’.ﬁ';:'fcﬂ..'ﬂ.. Clear net Profit,
i Bl e L e e T

| - | o ane It r, 1k, |
£ £ a2 d| £ o d £ s 4
Antrim . 7 70568 | 17,166 634 0 5 2 R 634 0 5
Armagh . 6 53,773 | 13696 | 618 10 ) — — - 618 10 1
Carlow . . : 8 41,858 | 13,002 499 11 1 _— — — 499 11 1
Cavan . . 12 06,194 'EII,IE-II 1450 6 8 —_— — — ’ 1450 6 @
Clae . . 2 7,278 | 2,038 62 15 7 = o= | 43 INS
Cork . . . 15 69987 | 24,120 | 1068 3 11 43 2 6 1025 1 &
Donegal . 9 46,905 | 17068 | 651 15 © B 2 3 64312 9
Down . . i 45693 | 9330 | 60511 6| 64 13 4 540 18 2
Dablin . . 1 1,993 746 g1 7 8 _—— == 8l 7 9
| Fermanagh . B 39870 | 106560 | 650 10 &5 14 18 0O 635 12 &
E-Iny. . 3 TB71 | 2.73] 6l 16 B 23 4 3 22 12 &
| Rerry . = el g T P it L e ) —
| Kildare . 4 28,155 | 7.426 403 18 S5 —_— = = | 403 18 5
| Kilkenny 13 25,682 8,099 392 15 0O 36 6 @6 d56 B 6
| King’s . . 4 14,551 7,342 134 6 2 836 4 7 99 1 7
Leitrim . 10 29,144 11,752 14 6 1 5 17 2 58 8 11
Limerick 2 26,722 | 138,675 176 12 8| — — — 176 12 B
Londonderry 2 13,782 | 8,540 218 14 0 | 8 5 4 210 8 B
| Longford 7 37,748 | 8,923 532 17 & —_— 532 17 &
| Louth 3 5,241 1,804 U7 B 1 24 14 9 2 13 4
Mayo . I 17,016 | 3,588 176 9 9 — — — | 176 9 9
Meath . . | 28,881 B.469 312 16 5 12 2 8 300 13 8
Monaghan . 11 63,007 17,550 odd 4 3 —_— — = D44 4 8
Queen's . 5 50 288 18,150 1356 B 4 —_— — — 1356 8 4
_glmmmu 5 22333 | 5939 | 137 7 7| 13 5 6 124 2 1
Tipperary . 14 47,960 | 18387 713 11 5 —_— —_— — 713 11 &
Tyromo . . 12 91,933 | 22,997 981 2 2 — o — 981 2 2
“+lhﬂud : H 31,772 8,250 369 0 4 e — 369 0 4
Westmeath . 10 62895 | 14,946 Bll 16 8 —_— — — Bll 16 B
Wexford 7 38,680 | 9843 982 7 d| — — — 982 7 4
Wicklow il 42,206 | 11,359 1017 1 9| 25 1 9 992 0 ©
Torar | 215 (1,164,046 | 463,750 | 15,837 12 11 360 18 8 15476 14 3




KILKENNY. 1

in the pound, for its use, besides £11 10s. 104, for the price of their applica-
tion papers and cards. The society paid in interest for money lent to it, and
expenses of management, £190 3. 4d., and the difference between its receipts
and disbursements constitutes this £43 2+ 64., not one penny of which was

lost from defaulters. We are informed by a person in every way competent
to judge, it is his firm belief that out of this £1,164,046 lent, not the odd £46,
or not ane-tenth of a farthing in the pound, was unpaid. This fact alone speaks
volumes for the honesty of the people, and their appreciation of the benefit

which the loan funds confer on them.

It has been argued that this security from loss has arisen in consequence
of the powers which the law gives for the recovery of the loans; but the
observation is equally applicable to societies more strictly private. For
example, in New Ross a society has been established upwards of forty years,

for the lending small sums to the poor; and the sum lost during the whole of
that period is within five pounds. This fact we give upon the authority of the
Rev. George Carr ; we could adduce others equally strong, and we have no
doubt might receive similiar statements from mnearly every institution of the
kind in Ireland. We rejoice greatly at the opportunity thus supplied us of
bearing out by unquestionable proofs our own opinions in favour of the honesty
of the Irish peasant. It is indeed a subject upon which satisfactory evidence
is especially necessary; for it has been too frequently and too generally
gquestioned in England ; where, upon this topic particularly, much prejudice
prevails, and where it has been far too long the custom to

“ Judge the many by the rasecal fow,”

We therefore, from the very minute inquiries we have instituted, have no
hesitation in arriving at the conclusion, that the Loan Funds in Ireland will
speedily become, nay are, already, mighty engines either for good or evil,
according as they may be worked and superintended. Where properly
managed, they cannot fail to exercise a vast influence on the moral and social
condition of the people; where conducted carelessly, or by parties endea-
vouring to force business for their own gain, they may be indeed considered
a moral pestilence, blighting the energies of the surrounding population, and
fostering habits of improvidence or dishonesty.

The opinions of many practical men go to prove that the present Acts
relating to Loan Societies in Ireland require amendment. The Central Board
1s crippled at present in the very points where its agency could be most use-
fully employed. The Board has no power to define districts to each society,
which it most undoubtedly should have. Hence it often follows that where

one society is usefully and efficiently working, another is started, either from
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a spirit of opposition, or from an idea that it is a good speculation ; the
borrowers apply to one for loans to pay their instalments due at the other, and

tless train of evils follow.
: m';];le treasurers, instead of giving surety to the Clerk of the Peace, should

be required to give surety to the Secretary of the Board for the time being ;
under the present system it must be a matter of impossibility for that officer
to ascertain with certainty which of the treasurers have given security and

which have not. - |
Another important point worthy the consideration of the legislature, and

which we hope to see brought before the House of Commons, is the appro-

priation of the profits of these societies. These profits will probably amount

in the present year to between twenty-five and thirty thousand pounds
Under the existing law the whole of these profits are at the disposal of the

local managers—ito be expended in charity, or to be added to stock. Now, charity
is so comprehensive a term, that it is made to embrace an infinite variety of

objects as opposite as light and darkness. This then should be matter of con-
sideration, and more strictly defined®*. When the profits are added to stock,
as is very frequently the case, the Central Board should be made trustees of

* The leading charge against the Loan Fund system is that it exacts too large an interest ; upon this subject
we quote the ** Report.” * It has been calculated that the rate of interest charged by the Loan Funds, taking
into account the redoction of the principal by the gradual repayment of instalments, is about thirteen per cent.
per annum ; & rato which, it is said, no person ean pay without being speedily ruined. But this ealeulation
proceeds on the very mistaken principle, that the borrowers who have to repay the sums borrowed out of
their savings from a weekly income (for no others than these should borrow from a Loan Fund), could invest
their savings, as they accrued, at the same high mte of interest that was charged to them for the loan. 1 the
principal, in place of being repaid by twenty instalments, were to be repaid in one sum, at the end of twenty

weeks, the money, asitis grudually aceumulated, would in most cases lie in the borrower's hands without benefit
to him, while it would be liable to be diverted to other purposes. But suppose that he had o Savings Bank

within reach, and could deposit his weckly savings in it instead of retaining them at home until the time of
payment arrived, the utmost interest that such an institution would allow for the whole sccumulation of a
£10 loan would only be one shilling and two pence. This is the extreme loss which he can sustain on s loan
of this amount, by the system of paying by instalments ; and adding it to five shillings, the interest charged by
the society for such a loan, the total charge for twenty weeks' interest, taking into nccount the repayment by
instalments, is only six shillings and two pence, which is at the mte of about eight per eent. per annum. The
sociely can, it is true, by taking the full benefit of the cash eredit s¥stem, obtain thirteen per cent, inteorest,
out of the capital which it has in circulation ; but the remaining five per cent. should not be regarded as being
taken from the horrowers, but as arising from the difference between the transactions in detail and transactions

in the gross. It may be said that even eight per eent. per annumis a high rate of interest to charge for a loan :
but it will not be thought unreasonable by those who know the rate which the poor man has to pay to the

mq.:mq-'lundﬂ' iﬂ_ the shape of interest, or to the shopkeeper, in the difference between the credit and the cash
prices of the articles that he neede ; or who are aware of the very great profit which may be made out of 8

rmall mm of money, if judiciously invested in the purchase of a cow or pig, orin some kind of dealing through
the _ﬂ"“““}’ : besides, it is only on the supposition that the borrower could have invested his accumulations in a
Savings Bank, that he can be fairly considered as paying eight per cent

! + 3 in ordinary cases he really pays no
more than fIIH!III!# in the Pﬂlﬂ.ﬂll, for twenty wecks, which is ].III-'-I:IIJ' at the rate of six and a hall per cent.
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the amount ; for, be it remembered, these profits are a surplus after all ex-

penses of management are paid, and every depositor has received five or six
per cent. interest on his deposit. Under the present state of affairs, it

appears to us that the Board has little or no check on individuals who might
be disposed to pocket these accumulated profits on the dissolution of a
society.

A small per-centage on these net profits, it strikes us, might be most advan-
tageously appropriated in rendering the Central Board itself more eflicient.
Two per cent. on the net profits from every registered society would be missed
by none, and would afford sufficient funds to enable the Board to employ an
eflicient inspector, and to inerease the staff of their office, which, we under-

stand, 1s urgently called for.
As we have remarked in another place, when speaking of the Mont de

Piété*, England will here, again, sooner or later find herself obliged to take a

lesson from Ireland on the Loan Fund system, and form a Central Board with
power to control the societies. In England, *° Loan Societies ”’ exist to an
enormous extent ; but there is no check upon their cupidity or their dis-
honesty ; and consequently, the greater number of them are mischievous and
ruinous pests, of the evil working of which, scarcely a day passes without
affording some unequivocal proof .

* We are enabled to state, and we do so with very deep gratifieation, that an Institution similar to the
Moot de Piété is about to be established in the city of Westminaster, A benevolent gentleman (John

Robertson, Esq. ) of high intellectual attainments is superintending its formation ; and as he informs us, under
auspices that insure its certain and beneficial results. We cannot doubt that, ere long, the plan will be
extensively followed in the citics and towns of the English provinces.

t In the Third Report of the Friendly Bocioty, 50, Leicester Square, it is stated that on the thirty-first
of December, 1839, the number of Loan Societies in the metropolis alone exceeded 200, and a guide has

recently been published to 100 of these, by Strange, Paternoster Row ; from this it appears that very many
are hold in public-houses and are most objectionable institutions in every point of view. The profits they
wring from the hard earnings of the poor are enormous, and n scandal to the government of a civilised
country. Upon this topic, we quote from a valuable communication that recently appeared in the Times
newspaper ; and, the subject being of such vital importance, we do not apologise for ita length.

“They generally originate with a knot of small tradesmen, who having a surplus over the demands of
their immediate business, find in them a profitable employment of their money. Formerly, these persons
were content to invest their overplus in the SBavings Banks, or in the purchase of long annuities, and other
English sccuritics ; but when the act of parliament passed anthorising the establishment of mutual benefit

and friendly societios, birth was given to these loan societies. A eapital of 500/ has been known to start
such a society—the paid-up capital eventually to be 20004 in shares of 5l each. Tt is very rare that the

whole of the eapital is at once paid down. For instance, three persons have 100/, each, and they agree to
commence a business of this kind ; they obtain the copy of the rules of another society which may have been

in existence some time, give their offspring a name, publish these rules under a new title, get them enrolled
and sanctioned in conformity with the sct of parliament, by Mr. J. Tidd Pratt, and forthwith commeneo

operations, having in the mean time gained sufficient subscribers, at the usual price, 5I. per share, to make up
their direction, which will number probably six, with a secretary and treasurer. Their rules in the outset
describe the name and the constitution of the society ; then follow the terms on which the shareholders have
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In Ireland, however, the system of legislative control was especially
necessary ; it has worked so well for the interests of the higher and the lower

classes, that we hope it may go on improving ; and that the few errors which

taken their shares, and the manner in which they are to receive a return for embarking money, which is the

allowance of 4 per cent, interest per annum on the amount of subseription, while the balance of profit after.
wards accruing is to be declared ns a dividend. The rules conclude by laying down principles by which the

shareholders and the society in general are to be governed. There are separate rules which apply to the
borrowers from the society, which are called the ** borrowers’ rules.”” And now the working of the concern

commences. The general place of business is a public-hovse ; some few, but very few, are carried on in offices
hired for the purpose. The borrower has in the first instance to call on the secretary, director, or treasurer,
all of whom are allowed to sell (at a profit) what are termed * application papers,” and purchase one, (they
are cither 2d. or 3d. each,) fill in the amount of the loan he requires, and leave it with the name of one or
two surcties, according to the amount, for the inspection of the directors. He calls again, and has to pay 1s.
for his security being inquired into, which goes into the pocket of the director whose turn it happens to be ta
look after the securitics, the emolument of this office always going in rotation. He calls again, and is teld
wheother or not his security is sufficient ; if not, he gives another security and another shilling ; if it is, he i
told to eall on a certain evening when the loans are made, and he will be attended to. Should he give half-s-
dozen securities, and none prove scceptable, ho pays his six shillings—for nothing is returned. When the
evening arrives, he is ealled in his turn before the seeretary, treasurer, and two directors, who form the auibe-

rised eourt for the conduct of the business, He is asked what amount he wishes to borrow. Perhaps it Is
5/, for six months : the first thing is to deduet 5 per cent, from the samount of the loan, 1s. for the book
with the *‘ borrowers® rules,'’ in which will be made the entries of his weekly payments (for the loan is repaid
in this manner), and the first week's instalment, and then in addition 1d. in part payment of the rent of the
office, and 1d. towards the secretary’s malary, both of which expenses he is obliged by the ** rules™ to bear in
common with the rest of the borrowers weekly. Should he fail to keep up his weekly instalments, ho is
written Lo by the secretary, calling upon him to pay, and for this letter he is charged 3d., a fee for the benefit

of the secretary. I he does not pay due regard to this, he is, at the expiration of three weeks, summoned
before the magistrates of the district, who, however, have shown a disinclination to enforce the payment of
the extras, and have confined their decisions merely to the sum due to the society after the deduction of the
legal interest. It in self-evident what a source of profit this must be to the sharcholders, for the weekly
instalments which come in on the Friday go out in fresh loans on the Maonday, and in this manner, with a
eapital of 2000/, a society can accommodate 300 borrowers with sums, minus the usual charges, varying
from 51. to 15/., which isin general the minimum and maximum of the advances. The disposition that the |
magistrates have shown to cut down the claims of these socicties when brought before them for adjudication,
have induced several to abandon the old plan of advancing on the signature of the borrower and his surety,
but a sort of accommodation paper, it is understood, is now used in the shape of a promissory note, wherein the
[::u-rm'lﬂ agroes to pay the amount of the loan for which he stipulates with the society, and the guaranteeis
given by the endorsement of the surety. That these socioties occasionally sustain ln:mrl there s no doubt,
but they are trivial in comparison to the immense profits they make, ns will be seen from the fact that one
of them upon acapital of 20004 was known to declare on the frst half-year's business a dividend of 15 per
cent., and on the second half-year a dividend of 18 per eent. However, this was the bonus declared to the
shareholders, it would seem, upon the whole investment : for it does not appear that any computation of the
interest at the rate of 4 per cent., as laid down in the regulations, was made. Whether this was done through
'T]";:I'mm of the parties concerned, or the desire to save trouble by averaging the gross profits, is not clear.
= ﬁt‘ﬁ::r“;{::;i“:;::: :1: l;;'::l:mhl:! been seen by the late case bronght ‘I:-t-l‘n:m the Commissioners
nducted in a very loose and unsatisfactory manner, and the
:nuh:-:l by which the shareholders are assured of large profits is the great tax levied upon the borrowers, who
::‘IL :unnht:h::lhh:: exercising but little vigilance in money matters. 1If a sharcholder require a return |
PP . po Iﬂ'ﬂ of eapital, tlpm! n T'rimm application to the directors, giving a fortnight’s notire,
g fl-:llll"‘ﬂ:.- [:n:::;m ﬂ':i:1hl. he receives it at the expiration of that period, or before, should the treasurer
. e societies on an extended scale have lately appeared, and profess to grant
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exist in it may be carefully and judiciously revised. The secretary to the
Board, C. J. Piesse, Esq., will gladly supply the necessary documents and

instructions to any person who may be desirous of establishing an institution
of the kind in any part of the kingdom.

A short distance north-west of Jerpoint is the Round Tower of Kilree -
time has deprived it of its conical cap; but its height is little less than one
hundred feet ; and at four feet above
the ground its circumference is fifty
feet and a half. Close to itis a very
curious stone cross, formed of a single
block of free-stone, about eight feet
high, and ornamented with orbicular
higures, or rings. Tradition states it
to have been erected in memory of
Neill Callan, monarch of Ireland,
who is said to have been drowned,
in the river, since called Awnree—
the King’s river, whilst vainly en-
deavouring to rescue one of his fol-
lowers, with whom he perished
in the stream. In the immediate
vicinity of the round tower is, of
course, a church, said to have been

formerly an abbey, dedicated to St. Gobban®*. At a short distance is the

loans without the additional charges here alluded to. They even accommodate to the extent of 50/, or 1007
Others have started on the limited plan, but deprecate the system of having the business transacted at public-
houses, alleging it to be a bait to an inerense of custom. However, still to insure such profits as from 15 to

20 per cent., of which wany of the numerous societies in existence boast having done, there must bo extortion

in some shape or other ; and it appears extremely improbable that they can ever be productive of any general
benefit, while they afford impunity for any description of abuse that can be practised under the cloak of
money-lending.™

pulechral monuments has very recently received some
ndditional proof, Woe learn that, “ some tme since, Mr. O'Dell, the proprietor of Ardmore (in the county

of Waterford), intended to ereet Roors in the tower there, and explored the interior of the tower down to the
With considerable diffieulty he caused to be removed a vast sccumulation of small stones, under
which were layers of large masses of rock, and, having reached as low down as within a few inches of the

exterual foundation, it was deemed uscless and dangerous to proceed any further, and in this opinion some
members of the society, who had witnessed what had been doue, coincided. In this state of the proceedings

a letter from Sir William Betham was forwarded to Mr. O'Dell, intimating that further exploration would

bo desirable, upon which the Istter gentleman, at great peril, commenced the task agmin, He now found
another scries of large rocks so closely wedged together, that it was difficult to introduce any implement
between them ; aftor consideruble labour, these were also removed, and at length a perfectly smooth floor

of mortar was reached, which he feared must be regarded as o ne plus witra ; but, still persovering, he

YirL: 0l. 1
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ancient town of Kells, now dwindled to a poor and insignificant village ; its
former state and importance are indicated by the ruins of many churches and
castles. The town was originally built by Geoffrey Fitz-Robert, one of the

followers of Strongbow, as a garrison for a number of men to defend the

county from the Tipperary clans, who used to enter and harry it by Mull-
mahone and the King’s river; and there at one time existed various forts

along the river, beyond Callan, to check their approach, and give notice to the
army at Kells, which was near enough to Kilkenny to render assistance there,

if required. Geoffrey Fitz-Robert also founded a priory at Kells in 1183,
which is said to have been filled with monks from Bodmin in Cornwall. On

his death without issue, in 1211, his estates devolved to his nephew, by whom
they were forfeited in 1242, and became the property of the De Birminghams,
by one of whom, in 1252, the town was burned to the ground. The prior was
a Lord of Parliament ; and large possessions were attached to the monastery,

which was dissolved in the thirty-first year of the reign of Henry the Fighth.

removed the mortar, underneath which he found a bed of mould, and under this, some fect below the outside
foundation, was discovered lying prostrate, from E. to W., a human skeleton.” 'The work of Mr. Petrie,
the eminent Irish antiquary, will, however, be ere long Lefore the public. He is known to defend the
argument that the round towers are Christian siructures, and, we bolieve, that they were used as belfries,

Within the last few weeks we ourselves cxamined twe of them—upon one of which wo found a rudely carved

figure representing the Crucifixion ; and upon the other a finely sculptured Mnltese cross ; the former at

Donoghmore, in the county of Meath, the other close to the town of Antrim.
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The whole of this district, indeed, is rich in antiquities ; many of them
being in a comparatively perfect state, and bearing evidence of the wealth
and power of the Anglo-Norman chieftains—whose names are still to be
frequently encountered, although the greater number of their descendants
retain little else that once belonged to their mighty progenitors.

North-west of Kilkenny, and almost on the borders of the county, 1s the
small village of Tullaroan, which now consists of a few poor cabins. In ancient
times, however, it was a place of great importance ; being in the centre of the
once extensive cantred of the * Grace’s Country.” The ancestors of the Grace
family held, it is said, in this and the adjoining counties, a tract of land of
about 80,000 Irish acres, extending between eleven and twelve miles in length,
and between four and six in breadth, of which a very small portion is still the
property of Captain Percy Grace, R.N., the representative of ** the ancient
and heroic race.” Raymond Fitzwilliam De Carew, surnamed, from his
great prowess, “ Le Gros,”” the founder of the family, was the friend of
Strongbow, whose only sister, Basilia de Clare, he married, receiving with
her as her marriage portion the choicest district of the newly-conquered
country, coupled with the honour of constable and standard-bearer of
Leinster *.

The descendants of Raymond continued for several centuries to be lords
paramount of their enormous territory; having their principal seat at
Courtstown castle; holding many of the most important state offices, and
being the chief defenders and protectors of ““the Pale;” and subduing or

controlling the “ mere Irish,” who were at all times its turbulent and trouble-
some neighbours +.

During the civil wars that succeeded the year 1641, the resistance of Gerald

* A work of much interest, and mauifesting great research, was a few years ago privately printed by
Shefficld Grace, Esq. F.8.A., the younger brother of Captain Perey Grace. It is entitled, * Memoirs
of the Grace Family ;** but is by no means exclusively confined to its history. Some parts of it illustmte,
with singular felicity, the customs of the Anglo- Normans, during their carly settlement in Ireland,

+ Some of them, howover, although formidable enemies to the men of Ireland, were not armeur-proof
agminst the attacks of its women., In 1335, there was a curious licence to Sir Almeric Grace, styled Baron
of Grace, for the bettor preservation and improvement of the peace of the country, to form an Irish alliance
with Tibina, daughter of O"Meagher, prince or dynast of Tkerrin, “ all laws to the contrary notwithstanding."
By the “statute of Kilkenny,” it was made high treason for any person of English origin to contract a
marriage with an Trish family. The infraction of this stern law, unless dispensed with by the king's special
permission, as in the case of Sir Almeric Grace, was punished with unrelenting severity ; and the crime for

which Thomas Fitzgerald, cighth Earl of Desmond, was attainted and executed in 1417, was that of
* having broken his allegiance by an Irish alliance and fosterage.” In the same spirit of permanent
hostility, the term * enemy ™ was officially applied to Irish offenders, in contradistinetion to that of ** rebel **

to English. Thus, Sir John Gruce was, in 1381, commissioned to asriay all the inbabitants of the

county of Kilkenny, and to treat with Irish enemies and English rebels, to muster forces as often as was
nocessary, &,
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Grace, of Ballylinch and Garvey castles, to the government of the Protector,
¥ ; '
was followed by the confiscation of estates exceeding 17,000 acres, in the

counties of Kilkenny and Tipperary, and the King’s County; and a farther
forfeiture by Baron John Grace, of Courtstown, subsequent to the Revolution,
amounted to 32,870 acres, of which about 8,000, with the castle of Courtstown,

lay within Tullaroan or Grace’s parish®. Thus, after a period of nearly five
centuries and a half, during which the house of Butler alone was paramount

* The ancient patrimony was, however, recovered by Baron John Graee, after an alionation of about twe
years, in consequence of the particular and personal interposition of the Protector, chiefly on the ground that
“in the late horrid rebellion, e did relieve diverse of the English ; ™ and on the Restoration he was especially
confirmed in the possession of his property by a clause in the Act of Settlement.

Colonel Richard Grace was the last person of note who resisted or was capable of resisting the republican
power in Ircland, as appears by a rudely-engraved print of him, habited in armour, which describes him, in 1662,
as “ now utterly routed by the courngeous Colonel SBankey.” Heo was subsequently permitted to retire un-
molested with 1200 of Lis men to any part of the Continent at peace with the Commonwenlth, and selected
Spain. On the Restoration, he received back his estates ; but, still faithful to the cause of the Stuarts, he was
at the period of the Revolution appointed governor of Athlone. Havingbeen summoned by General Douglas
to surrender it, he returned this haughty answer, first discharging a pistol in the dircction of the messenger:
“ These are my terms, and these only will I give or receive ; and when my provisions are consumed, 1 will eal
my boots.” The consequence of his courage and resolution was, that William®s general was compelled to raise
the siege : in the following year, however, the town was again invested by the troops under the command of
Ginckle, when the old and heroie governor was slain in anattack on the 20th of June, 1691, and the fortress
was soon afterwards taken by sssault.

It is recorded in & manuscript executed about the year 1720, that Baron John Grace was solicited,
with very flattering promises of royal favour, to throw the weight of his influence into the scale of King
William's interest ; and that, in the warmth of the moment, he wrote on the back of a card this indignant
reply to the overture conveyed by an emissary of Duke Schomberg. ** Tell your master I despise his offer;
tell bim that honour and conscicnce are dearer to a gentleman than all the wealth and titles a prinee can
bestow."" This card chaneed to be the sixth of hiearts, which is, to this day, in the city of Kilkenny,
frequently termed * Grace's Card.™ Thus, observes the suthor of the Statistical Account of Tullarcan,
**the nine of diamonds is styled the curse of Scotland, from Duke William writing his sanguinary orders
for military executions, after the battle of Culloden, on the back of that card.” DBaron John Grace died in
1691. Baron Oliver Grace, of Courtstown, survived his father only nine days, dying unmarried. He beld,
for a short period, the rank of major in the army of King James, when severe indisposition obliged him to
retire to the south of France, after which he never saw his father, or even knew of Lis decease; having
returned, in exhausted healih, a very short time preceding that event, and eonsequently subsequent to the
ratification of the treaty of Limerick. In this treaty his father and his younger brother were included,
though his own absence from Ircland necessarily precluded him from participating in its benefits. These

circumstances were known only to his immediste family, and the utmost secrecy was observed respecting
them, as certain ronin was involved in the disclosure, Their marked and efficient exertions for King James

sgainst the prevailing government, snd their great posscssions, were no ordinary incentives to confiscation.
On his death, the manor of Tullaroan and bis other estates, which, as he was ignorant of his father’s death,

he nover even konew he bad inherited, immediately passed to his next brother, John Grace, then of Courts
town Castle. In his undisturbed possession they remained till the year 1701, when a bill of discovery was
:nnlh:h:uiy filed against him by the dowager Viscountess Dillon (the relict of hin uncle, Sheffield Grace)
upon his refusing to comply with her demand of £500, which she had endeavoured to extort from him by a
threat of this base disclosnre. He was necessarily obliged, by this infamous act, to set forth his title before
the Court of Claims, where the treacherous informer had previously discovered the concealed circumstance
of Oliver's survivorship. His estates were soon pronounced to have been forfeited by Lis elder brother
Oliver, the presumed proprictor of them for nine days, who was found (under the general act of attainder
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to that of Grace, the existence of the latter as a Kilkenny family may be said
to terminate, as the small estate of Holdenstown is the only property they at
present possess there, Gracefield, the present seat of 1ts representative, being

in the Queen’s County. Through the whole of the district we are describing,
however, we perpetually meet some reminder of their ancient greatness ; the

ruins of castles, abbeys, and churches, that still bear their name or enclose the
dust of the feudal lords, who

“ were of fame,
And had been glorious in another day."

And even now, the peasantry speak of the race as the sovereigns of the soil :

“ Pride, bend thine eye from heaven to thine estate ;
See how the mighty sink into a song !

Can volume, pillar, pile, preserve thee great !
Or must thon trust Trapition's simple tongue,
When flattery sleeps with thee, and history does thee wrong 1"

A few miles west of Kells, and bordering on the county of Tipperary, is the
town of Callan: it is a place of considerable size, and, although not long ago

Justly described as one of the most miserable towns of Ireland, it has recently
undergone consi-

derable improve-
ment, and is no
longer a disgrace to
the mnoble family
who are 1ts owners.
It has, however,
like its meighbour,
“fallen fromitshigh
estate,”” and refer-
ence must be made to its ruins for evidence of its early importance. The
annalist, Thady Dowling, attributes the foundation of the Augustinian friary

against King James's adberents) to have been indicted and outlawed in the county of Meath, for bearing
arms under that prince ; which outlawry, owing to his absence from Ireland on the surrender of Limerick,
had never been reversed. Tullaroan and his other estates, thus forfeited, produced at that time an annual

rent exeeeding £9000, and had been in the posscssion of the Grace family 530 years. A sentence so mani-

festly unjust would, it was expected, be instantly annulled by an appeal to the British House of Lords: and
Mr. Grace repaired to London to solicit the aiil of his kinsman, the Duke of Buckingham, then Lord Privy

Scal : this he obtained, and was in a fair way of regaining his estates, when an unfortunate intrigue with a
natural daughter of the Duke deprived him of that nobleman's protection and assistance, and his suit fell

to the ground. While it was pending, however, the existing occupants of the property ““at four vears'
purd:u-r " were so alarmed at the prﬂlpﬂtt of its htl.ng: wresteal Tramn 'I:'l|-|:1:||,, that 'I:h-r_':. htriw-n‘l Courtstown

Castle of its leaded roof, and sold it at Clonmel ; and at the same time felled nearly 500 seres of wood, the

greater portion of which they converied into charcoal—of which the pits rewaining to this day preserve
abundant proofs. .
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(the walls of which, with its holy well, still remain) to Hugh De Mapilton,
obout the middle of the fifteenth century; but, according to the safer
authority of Archdall, the founder was Sir James Butler, who died and
was interred here in 1487. At the Dissolution it was granted, with its pos-
sessions, to Thomas Earl of Ormond.

That Callan was formerly a walled town is proved by the records that
have been preserved of various grants of murage to the local authorities;
and it continued to be a parliamentary borough up to the year 1800. In
1845, the Earl of Desmond summoned a parliament to meet at Callan,

in opposition to that which the deputy had convened; but the meeting
was prevented by the activity of the earl’s opponent. In the reign of Eliza-
beth, the famous

James of Desmond
took possession of
the town, which he
held for a short time
against the queen's
forces ; and in 1659
it resisted for a few
days the victorious
arms of Cromwell,
The remains of St,

Catherine’s Abbey

. . . - ¥ i . e = H
e it~ A retain marks of con-
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e e e T ] Y e, siderable splendour
E ' ' =T and extent.

Before we leave the county, we must direct attention to the beauty of the
southern road, along the banks of the Suir, which divides it from the county
of Waterford ; and in particular to the neat and pretty village of Pilltown, the
property of the Earl of Besborough, which may vie with any place in Ireland,
for manifestations of industry and contentment. The cottages are remarkably
neat and well-ordered ; each is adorned with climbing roses and honeysuckles,

and the whole neighbourhood has an aspect of cheerfulness and prosperity
too rarely to be met with in the south* The Irish cottages we shall endea-

- —

"".In this pleasant and pretty village, we wisited
cxamine a valuable and extensive collection of Irish
hood. The industry he has displayed in gathering

where similar evidences of good taste and patriotic
tradesman in Armagh,

the house of a small shopkeeper, Mr. Anthony, to
antiquities, found chiefly in the immediate neighbour-
them together is ]:iﬂ:-'tﬂ;r to his eredit,. We found else
zeal.  Very recently we passed a profitable hour with s
been formed entirely n:nh::ﬂ l:;:“hﬂ :I‘ t: " hame of Corry—whose musoum is of great valuo ; iiougiivies
poasantry. Mr, C : own funds, and S'J'J encouraging a spirit of discovery among the ncighbouning
+ LOTTY 18 & person of vory superior mingd, and thoroughly understands the subjeet to which
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vour to describe hereafter; the subject is one that may not be dismissed in
a few sentences; they are, for the most part, proverbially wretched; and
unhappily the indifference of the tenant to comfort, and even decency, is very
rarely checked by the landlord. A great change for the better has certainly

been wrought of late years ; but a vast deal still remains to be done ; and 1t wall
be vain to expect general and extensive improvement in the character and
condition of the peasant, unless pains be taken to school him into habits of
cleanliness and order at the fountain-head. When a cottage is built, or even
a group of cottages are erected, the builder is rarely or never instructed to

add an out-house—we may go the length of saying that in ninety-nine
cases out of every hundred, a most essential addition to a dwelling is never
taken into account. As long as this principle is acted upon—and it is now
almost universal—it will be useless to look for orderly, or even cleanly,
habits in the great mass of the Irish population; we, therefore, feel it our
duty to call earnestly upon those who have the power to remove the
reproach, to consider a matter of very deep importance upon all occasions
when they are either constructing themselves, or permitting others to con-
struct, houses for the humbler classes.

In this—as with almost every other subject—improvement cannot be the
work of a day; we have heretofore had occasion to cbserve that patience

and perseverance are, above all things, necessary to the philanthropist who
would better the condition of the Irish people ; but proofs are everywhere
to be found of the good that patience and perseverance cannot fail to effect.

Very recently we visited a collection of small houses, built by Mr. Chartres,
for the workmen employed at his factory in the vicinity of Belfast; they
were as neat, as well-ordered, and as well-arranged, as any houses, of similar
character, in any part of England; and he had taken especial care that
proper out-offices were added to every one of them. The occupiers spoke
of these additions as originating the advantages they enjoyed above their
neighbours ; and confirmed our belief that—insignificant as the circum-

stance may at first appear to those who have not duly appreciated it—the

want of such additions is the source of much that is evil in the Irish
- character.

Kilkenny was the most important of the counties which constituted the

he devotes tho time that may be kept apart from business. We had the pleasure of accompanying him to the
place from which nearly the whole of his antiguities have been procured—the Rath of Navan, distant about
& mile from Armagh, the seat of the ancient kings of Ulster—perbaps the most remarkable remain in

the kingdom. It will be our duty to deseribe, at a future period, this singular and deeply interesting relic of
remote ages.
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English Pale in the Anglo-Norman period; and the barons who settled iy
it, were supposed to be more firmly attached to the supremacy of the English

crown, and less liable to degeneracy, than those who obtained lands in any
other district. It was for this reason that Lionel Duke of Clarence sum-

moned the Parliament of A.p. 1367 to assemble in Kilkenny: he was anxious
to secure the enactment of laws which would prevent the increasing tendency
of the English settlers to identify themselves with the Irish; and he had

reason to fear that such a measure could not be carried in Dublin. :
The statute of Kilkenny is an act memorable in the sad legislation of Tre-

land ; but it was never completely executed, save in the county which gave it
a name. It enacted that marriage, nurture of infants, or gossipred with the
Irish, or submission to Irish law, should be deemed high treason. Any man
of English race taking an Irish name, using the Irish language, or adopting
Irish customs, was to forfeit goods and chattels, unless he gave security that
he would conform to English manners. Finally, it was declared highly penal
to entertain an Irish bard, minstrel, or story-teller ; or even to admit an Irish
horse to graze on the pasture of an Englishman! In consequence of the
enforcement of this statute, Kilkenny was sometimes called emphatically “the
English county;” a distinction which it has long lost.
1he county of Kilkenny, according to the ordnance survey, comprises an
area of 536,686 statute acres—of which 417,117 are cultivated land, and
96,569 mountain and bog; in 1821, the population was 158,716, and in
1831, 169,945. Itis divided into the baronies of Gowran, Ida, Fassadineen,
El:’-'u.ﬂ‘, Galmoy, Cranagh, Iverk, Knocktopher and Shillelogher ; and its
principal towns are, besides the city of Kilkenny, Callan, Thomas-town,
Gowran, Freshford, and Castlecomer. The manufacture of woollen had, at
one period, risen to no inconsiderable importance in Kilkenny, but it has
Erﬂj““q.’r' declined, having been of late years limited almost EIEILIHiFEIJ' to the
e ks e ok e 1o
century, when Pierce Earl of Ormond “brought

artists out of Flanders who worked in tapestry, diaper, and carpets;” and

t
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TiPPERARY is an inland county, in the province of Munster, and one of
the most fertile and productive of the counties of Ireland: it is beautifully
varied in its scenery. Cultivated plains, both undulating and champaign, pre-
senting a pleasing diversity of rich and verdant meads and magmificent
woodlands, terminated in the distance by “ mountains blue,” of many forms,
both graceful and fantastic, constitute the general features of its landscape. 1ts
principal river is the Suir, which, taking its rise in the Banduff mountain, flows
by Holy Cross, Cashel, Cahir, Clonmel, and Carrick, until it joins the Nore
and the Barrow at Waterford. It is bounded on the east by the King’s
and the Queen’s counties; on the south by the county of Waterford, from
which the Suir divides it; on the west by the counties of Cork, Limenick,
and Clare, being separated from the latter by the Shannon ; and on the north
by the King’s county and the county of Galway. Itis of considerable extent,
comprising, according to the ordnance survey, an area of 1,013,173 statute
acres, of which 819,698 are cultivated land, and 182,147 mountain and bog.

The population was in 1821, 346,806 ; and in 1831, 402,363.

The town, which gave name to the county, although very ancient, has
yielded in rank, population, and importance to that of Clonmel. Tipperary,
however, still contains above 8,000 inhabitants, and in 1831 the houses

amounted to upwards of 1000. Tipperary is said to be a corruption of the
Irish Tobar-a-neidth, which signifies *“ The well of the plains,” from its situa-
tion at the base of the Slieve-na-muck hills—a portion of the Galtee moun-
tains. Other etymologists derive it from Teobred-aruin, i.e. * The fountain
of Ara™—an ancient chief, whose name, in conjunction with that of another
chief (Owny), is now given to one of the baronial divisions of the county.
Clonmel, the chief town of the county, stands on the north bank of the Suir.
The origin of Clonmel is very ancient, and the traditional account of it is
fanciful. The Tuatha-de-dananns, a primitive people of Ireland, who have
been identified with the Pelasgi and Titans of the Continent, wishing to select
a site for a settlement, and being skilled in augury, were guided in their

choice by the following omen. They let off a swarm of bees, and observing
YOL: . L
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where it settled, there erected their baile, or ﬂin:ula}' fort, and gave the spot
the significant name of Cluain-mealla, i. e. * The li'-'l“f“ of hﬂﬂli‘!:j'." | This very
spot is still pointed out; a castle was erected on it in later times in .pla{:l:: of
the aboriginal fort ; and 1t was before this castle that Cromwell sustained the
severest repulse he received in Ireland, losing about 2,000 men ; nor would

s+ have surrendered but for the failure of ammunition, the garrison having,
it is said, fired away even their buttons. It is also recorded that Cromwell

had actually ordered his army to retreat, and as they were marching off he
spied something glittering in the grass, which he took up and found to be
a silver bullet. This incident suggested the straits to which the garrison
was reduced ; he accordingly renewed the siege, and the castle was sur-
rendered, but on very favourable terms. “The town has a very “ business
air ;" and is indeed conspicuous for its prosperity, being the great outlet for
the produce of the county, the Suir being navigable for vessels of size to within
a short distance of its quays. Its population exceeds 20,000, and the number
of houses are above 1,500. The surrounding scenery is remarkably beautiful,
combining every variety of landscape, from the Alpine to the pastoral—the
Commera mountains, which rise to the south, appearing to terminate the
streets ®*. There are several agreeable walks in the immediate vicinity of the
town, the principal of which are the Wilderness, which for solemn gloom and
wild grandeur might convey no inadequate idea of that in which the Baptist
preached ; the round of Heywood, a charming sylvan walk ; the Green, com-

manding a delightful prospect of the river; Fairy-hill road, the fashionable
promenade ; and the Quay, from which there is another pleasing view of the
river +. |

The church of St. Mary, in the northern, or rather north-western suburbs
of the town, is an object of considerable interest, because of its picturesque
character and great antiquity. The steeple is unique in structure, and seems
to have been originally square ; at present it presents the appearance of an
embattled octagon tower, of great height, rising from a square base at about
twenty-one feet from the ground, and which is probably many centuries older

g

.. These mountains, which extend far into the county Waterford, are inlabited by a people idential
with the Cummeg of Wales and Cumberland, and the Cimbri of antiquity, so formidable te the Romans.

They ave a quiet, inoffensive ruce, and very industrious. Few of them speak, or even understand, the
E-!'I.E‘H.'l-h language. They viewed all the evil practices which formerly disgraced their lowland neighbours
with horror,

T A little outside Clonmel, to the nerth, is the stream of Boolech, very insignificant in its general
ippearance, but remarkable for a singular tradition connected with it, viz. that when it overflows the thind

time it will drown all Clonmel. Tt has overflown fwrice already ; the second inundation happened not Jong

-l.Fﬂ'i .-n'ﬂ il-li ﬂ'ﬂul-l were “rr EI“."“‘-i'l"‘E mll I.lll.l‘mingl B 'I_I;Hl *‘_ -Ill Tidek l'lml'lg't' 'l'llql. Il.l.l:]l 5 'Ilﬂlj'ﬂ':“ muuld h'
circulated among the superstitious.
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than the upper, or octagon, part. Close to the summit of the steeple, and in
each of the eight sides, is a large opening in the form of a Gothic window, to
allow free transmission to the sound of a chime of bells placed in the tower.

. -
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The east window is extremely beautiful, rivalling in elegance of proportion
and grace of design the celebrated Gothic tracery windows in the Abbey of
Holy-cross, near Thurles ; it assumes the form of a double Gothie tracery win-

dow, having the space between the two arches filled by a rich cinque-foil, or
rather septem-foil, and is perhaps as old as the twelfth century. A beautiful
stained-glass window has lately been put in it. At the east corner of the church
(and nearly opposite to the steeple, which is at the north), are the remains of a
strong square tower, similar to the one forming the base of the octagon steeple;
in this tower the sexton resides. The principal entrance to the church is from

the grave-yard, through a stone Gothic portico, which, though well built, does
not at all harmonize with the general tone and character of the building. Sur-

rounding three sides of the grave-yard are the remains of the old town wall,
on which, with a view more effectually to protect it, are small square towers

at stated mtervals; at the north-west angle of the wall is a massive bomb-

proof tower, called “ the Magazine ;”* about 120 yards south of this tower, there
15 a portion of the wall wanting, which tradition points out as being the breach

made by Cromwell when he besieged and took Clonmel. Properly speaking,

‘romwell did not *take” Clonmel, the garrison having capitulated (as has

been mentioned clsewhere) on favourable terms.
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Notwithstanding its antiquity, however, ancient remains are not numeroys
in Clonmel : one of the most striking is to be found in the * Friary Chapel
Yard.” Itis a monumental stone, belonging

to the family of the Butlers, or Buttylers, as
the inscription that surrounds it sets forth,

It is of blue limestone, and measures aboyt
seven feet in length, and 1s about four feet
B broad. Raised in high relief from the stone,
1 are effigies of a male and female figure ; the
E former in complete armour, the latter in a
s loose robe, extending from the neck to the
H feet.

Clonmel is remarkable as the birthplace
of Lawrence Sterne: and of this town the p
accomplished Countess of Blessington is also
a native. A few miles to the north-east of

Clonmel is the ruined church of Donoghmore,
one of the oldest edifices in Ireland, though
it has hitherto escaped the notice of the
antiquary. One is immediately struck on approaching it with the contrast it
presents to the Gothic edifices of more modern times, is carried back to the

first ages of Christianity in Ireland, and almost imagines that the half-druidic
form of the Culdee flits around its grey and green chequered walls, whose

very weeds are different from those of the Gothic structure. Its situation 1s
in keeping with its aspect, being lonely and wild, but not melancholy. That

this edifice is referable to a very early period, is evident from the style

of its architecture. The door-way presents a combination of the Saxon
arch and the inclined sides characteristic of

termed Pelasgic, while part of the walls ind

being exactly similar in their entjre construction to those of Grianan Aileach,
in the county Derry, an undoubted edifice of pagan times. North-west of
Donoghmore is the ancient church-yard of Clerihan, a “ lone, green, and
sunny spot,” admirably suited for a * final resting-place,” from the aspect of
cheerful solitude which it presents, whilst it commands such a delightful
prospect of an extensive and beautifully varied plain, bounded on one side
by . magnificent view of Slieve-na-man, and on every other by the aerial
horizon, as seems to invest each grassy mound with freedom, and to utter * in
reason’s ear” voices of love and hope and union with the skies. A few miles
eastward the classic mountain of Slieve-na-man displays its bold outline

TR g A

that species of architecture
icate an origin still more remote,
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against the clear azure, arrayed in its summer garb of light purple, and
crowned with a small wreath of grey vapour, which in the fickle changes of

the climate may the next instant, like an enchanted mantle, render it all
invisible *,

¥ Sliabb-na-mhan (pronounced Slieve-na-man) may be emphatically termed an Ossianic locality, being
associated in tradition with the deeds of that celebrated bard and his father, Fin Mae Comhal (Qual), the

Fingal of Macpherson. Until a very recent period many of the poems of Ossian (in Irish Oisin) were
repeated by several of the inhabitants, and some of them have been preserved, which possess eonsiderable
merit, partienlarly in the pleasing descriptions which they give of rural scenery.  Slieve-na-man is ealled in
Irish “ Sliabh na mhan Fionn na heirin,'” i. &. * The mountain of the fair women of Ireland,"’ for which

appellation tradition assigns the following whimsical origin. Fin Mag Cual wishing to take a wife, and being
puzzled * whom to choose™ among the fair danghters of his land, caused all the beautiful women of Ireland to

assemble at the foot of this mountain, declaring that whoever first reached the summit should be his bride.
Fin then proceeded to the top of the mountain, and having taken his seat on the Druid’s altar that crowns

it, made a signal to the group of anxious fair ones that waited his signal below. Away, away, they went,
through wood and heath, and furze, over erag and mountain-stream § all obstacles appeared nought with such

n prize in view. Dut only one was destined to win. Graine, the danghter of Cormae, monarch of Ireland,
arriving first at the summit, claimed the hand of the Fenian chief, to whom she was sccordingly united.
Such is the romantic origin of the name of this mountain. Slieve-na-man is also celebrated in tradition as

having been the scene of the most celebrated hunting-match of the Fenians, the best description of which is

contained in an ancient poem in the possession of Mr. Wright, ascribed to Ossian, and taken from a collection
made in the neighbourhood of the very mountain referred to in it. Itis in the form of a dialogue between

the bard of Almhain and Sti. Patrick. The following translation of it is strictly literal, and the reader will
perecive the close coincidence between it and part of the couclusion of the sixth book of Macpherson's
Fingal.

O LAN.

One day Fin and Oscar

Followed the chase in Sliabh-na-mhan.Fion

With three thousand Fenian chicfs,
Ere the sun loocked out firom his cirele,

FATHICK.
Oh, Ossian ! sweet to me is thy voice,
And blest be the soul of Fin ;

Relate how many deer
Fell in Sliabh-na-mhan-Fion.

Relate before each tale,
And blest be thy mouth without falsehood |
How were your people arrayed and armed
Going to the chase in that day 1

OES1AM,
Thus were we arrayed and armed
When we went to pursue the deer.
No Fenian warrior went forth

Without a shirt of satin and two hounds,

A garment of smooth silk,

A coat of mail, a sharp blue glittering dart,
A helmet set in stones of gold,

And two spears in the hand of each bero,
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In the immediate vicinity of this town are the remains of many old castles,
and, unhappily, the ruins of some of more recent growth. One of them was
pointed out for our particular notice, as not long ago the residence of a gen.
tleman of large fortune, whose immediate descendants are now actually tillers
of the soil around it ; while the immediate heir lives in the cabin of a poor
cottier, who in former days was an humble “ follower of the family.” The
story told to us exhibited a melancholy picture of reckless extravagance. We
do not feel justified in relating it, but we may tell another, which, in its
general features, is precisely like it.

In modern times, Clonmel is chiefly remarkable as the centre of a great
corn and provision trade, which it exports through Waterford. The nawi-

1
A green shield that oft was upreared in vietory,

And well-tempered sword that scattered heads,
Thou mightest wander o'er the white-fonming bays of ocean
Without beholding a man like Fin.

Why bent we our course westwarnd,
Towards the mountain of the fair nymphs,
When the heroes of Almhain went to hunt

In the pleasant day of the sun !

We came to a green mount above a valley,

Where the trees were leafy and pleasant,
Where the joyful birds made musie,

And the song of the cuckoo resounded from the top of the cliff.

When Fin took his station with the stag-hounds,
Many voices came east and west

Of the dogs beneath the hills
Starting the boars and the deer.

Fin himself, and Bran,
Sat for a while on the mountain :

Each warrior was stationed on his hill of chase
Till the horns of the deer began to arise.

Then we lot loose three thousand hounds

That excelled in fiercences and in speed,
Each hound killed two deer

Ere the slips were put on their necks.

Thus ended the western chase

In the valley bencath the mountain.
Ten hundred hounds with golden chains

Fell at noon-tide by a hundred boars,

The boars who did this evil
Were slain by us on the plain ;

And but for our swords and the strength of our arms,
The heroes of Fin wonld have fallen.
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gation of the river from Carrick to Clonmel is capable of being greatly
improved ; but as yet every effort to

accomplish so desirable an object W
has been baffled. 45 3

Near to Clonmel is a holy well, T

dedicated to St. Patrick; to the
waters of which miraculous virtues
are ascribed. It was once a fa-
vourite resort for pilgrims, but is

now quite deserted.
Although as civilization increases, and feelings and interests are thrown

into new channels, the clannish affection, so long and so warmly cherished
by the people towards the “ ould ancient families,” will proportionably
decrease, much of it still endures in the more remote districts of the
country. |

We remember a few years ago hearing an aged herdsman dilate with deep
earnestness upon the perfections of the last of a branch of an old house, once
of great influence. He persisted in declaring that this * fine man ”—though,
according to the just and common-sense reading of the case, he had wasted the
patrimony of his children, and deprived hard-handed and honest men of their
dues—** was no one’s enemy but his own.” We could not drive out of his
follower’s head °°that the land was his, and the fulness thereof,” and that
consequently he, the possessor, had a right to do with it whatever he thought
best; the poor fellow had no idea of the relative duties of society; he
entertained a genuine Hibernian contempt for trade and traders; indeed, he
thought it by no means unfair to cheat them. But his feelings and opinions are
best described in his own emphatic words ; they give a true picture of sentiments
now passed, or at least rapidly passing, away.

“Oh! the last of them, of any note, is dead these thirty years and
more ; he was a fine man intirely, one of the ould knights of the screw ;
men that never cared what they did, and were always drinking and fighting.
I don’t remember the masther in his prime, and more’s the pity, for I'll never
see such another. He tattered over the acres like a hail-storm. Be the dads!
he was no man’s enemy but his own ; for he never kep’ a shilling in his
pocket, and ruined half the counthry to the back of it.

“He was a fine man with the ladies, and broke the hearts of twinty,
at the laste; and if a word was said against him, he had the brother
or the father of them at ten paces, on the sod, in a jiffy ; and, crack ! a bullet to
end or a bullet to mend *em ; though, in general, he was contint to let them

ﬁ'.:. -
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remimber the lead for a few months ; and sure that was all the satisfaction

a family could desire.
“ He wasa fine man intirely afther the hounds. Be the dads ! the ould foxes,

crafty chaps, that knew every pack the county, would never be at the
throuble to run away from him ; for whenever fichting Leary—his name, you
see, was Misther John, only ¢ fighting * was a pet name his friends had for him—
whenever fighting Leary led the hunt, they’d give in at onc’t. Och hone!
he was no one’s enimy but his own! only he never kep’ the guineas ; 1t was
a grate word with him, that he never could turn two guineas into three, but
he could turn two into one—so, signs by it, his sons, 1n spite of the dacent
drop that was in ’em, turned from squireens to worse—sure enough he was
the fine man! with such a generous spirit; as long as ever he could get

eredit for a hogshead of wine, it was running at the rate of a hunt, all day and
all night; and though you may misdoubt my word, it’s as thrue, be the dads!

as the light of heaven, that whenever any kind of a dirty tradesman came to

ask for his money (them tradesmen somehow war always mighty troublesome
to the rale ould sort) he wouldn’t be in the laste degree offended, but invite

him to the run of the house as long as he plased to take it ; and if he wouldn't,
the masther *ud lock him up in the strong room, where the title-deeds and
plate used to be kept, when they war in it ; then feed him up like a fighting-
cock, until the poor mane craythur, with a mouse’s heart, would roar to get
back to his business; and then to be sure the bill was compromised, or something,
and the fellow sent back as he came, barring the claret and wild fowl.”

“ But did not the tradesman bring an action against him for false imprison-
ment " was our very natural question; although, of course, we anticipated
what the answer to it would be.

“Oh, yarrah ! what good would that do him? sure the never a witness
he’d get out of the masther’s house! not but what he was a grate friend
intirely, at the first going off, to'the lawyers ; drawing custodiums, and actions,
and breaches, and fiery-faces, and processes, and proving alibis for his friends
whenever any little accident happened. And then they called him a
capital intilligent fellow ; but when they had wrack’d every thread in the
house into smithercens, they said he had been all his life a fool—just think of
the impedence of that! By the same token, one day, there was a jury to try
a poor boy for sheep-staling ; and the masther knew he was innocent, because
he was a gilly of his own, and the rason he was *took’ was just this: he
was walking the road fair and asy, when he sees a blagnard driving along a
couple of nice young wethers, that were unruly bastes ; so the stranger says,
says he, ‘ Honest man, will ye plaze to drive thim wethers for me till I take
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a wink o’ sleep,’ says he. So the simple boy did as he was bid; and the
stranger was nothing but a dirty informer, that got him sent to jail, and to
trial, for robbing a farmer that said he lost the two sheep. Well, the masther
swore he’d get him off ; and sure enough he did : but as the poor fellow was
‘ took * wid the goods upon him, he couldn’t prove an alibi; so the masther
sent a civil message to the foreman to say, if he didn’t acquit the prisoner,
he’d shoot him when convanient; and, in coorse, the boy was ¢ not guilty,’
for the foreman knew his honour always kep’ his word. And in proof of
that I'll tell ye another story. My own uncle’s first cousin had the promise
of a new lease for three lives; and having his honour’s word for it, he
knew he was safe, and wasn’t afeerd to go agin him at the election. So,
when all was over, and the masther was bet, Joe Nolan goes to him for the

lease. * In coorse,’ says the masther, ‘* ye must have it ; I said it; and what
I say 1'll do, I do, ever and always, Mr. Joe Nolan ; and, mark me,” says he,
‘I'll have your corporation in the county jail,” says he, ¢ before a month of
Sundays goes over yer head. DBut the lease ye’ll get any way ; and here it’s
for ye, signed,saled,and now delivered according to law ; so,make yerself scarce,
ye blaguard,’ says he, ¢ or I'll be afther givin® ye a skin-full of broken bones to
carry to the new mimber o’ parliament.” Well, Joe Nolan was off in a hurry,
I'll go bail. But he had his lease to the fore, and ’twas little he heeded the
masther’s anger. So, when he got to his own boreen, he takes out the parch-
ment, and reads 1t ; and, och! what de ye think ? he finds the three lives in

his new lease were the lives of three boys that war to be hung the next day
for murder : and that’s the way the masther kep® his promise to Joe Nolan. Oh !
but he was the fine man ; he had such a spirit! Somehow—I heard my father
tell it—the grand jury and the judges offended him; for with a full purse or
an empty one, he was mighty high in himself—why not? And having given
him offince, he went to take his sate with a padlock on each of the pockets of his
big coat, and one whispered, and the other whispered ; and at last the jidge—
and a nate-spoken little gentleman he was—says, ‘ Misther John,’ says he, “if it’s
plazing to ye, will ye be afther telling us what’s the cause of thim curosities—
is it a new fashion ?’ he says. * No, my Lord,” makes answer the masther,
only ye see when I'm in the company of pickpockets, and here’s eleven of them
in the box wid myself, I must take care of my property, that’s all ; * and then
he challenged them where they stood to fight ; and he did fight nine out of *em.

And now, this always show’d the rale gentleman ; be the dads! he only killed
one, just to prove his power, and let the rest off, with nothing to sigmify. He
was a fine man intirely, as I said, with the ladies ; I heerd he broke his first wife’s
heart ; and indeed I believe it was thrue, for she took to be jealous—a mighty

YioL. Il
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foolish thing, intirely, for any lady that has a good-looking ‘Iriﬁh ‘lmahn.nd,
for they have a sweet way, without any ill intentions, only _]lust divarshun,
saying things without any maning in them ; but anyhow she died, and he out
of honour married the one, the poor wife, the fractious craythur, was jealous of.
She had the name of a power of money, but I’'m thinking "twas ® grate cry and
little wool:* if it was, it’s only a woman could put a blind on the masther.

She held out wonderful, for she never cared a traneen for him, soul or body,
and went off with a richer man ; and that night, I'm tould, he cursed her on

his knees in his fury, then locked himself up in his own room ; but while the
moon was shining, my father’s brother was forced to cross the churchyard, as
it was a short cut to the doctor’s, and he had some one at home in heavy
sickness: and what should he hear first of all, but moans and cries ; and then

he was frightened, and thought something wasn’t right, and he stole asy
along under the shadow of the ould wall, and there he saw the masther himself,
whose eyes he thought were too hard for tears, whining like a new-born
babby when first it draws in the cutting breath of a could world, murning
and weeping, and calling, he a living man, calling upon the could clay of the
poor lady to forgive him ; it’s little any one would think he had #iat in him,
to see him at other times. He couldn’t get a divorce, great a man as he was,
for a rason the lawyers had, about clane hands, which was a pity, for there
was a furrin widdy lady dying for him, and 1t was she had the lashins; and
though he could not have her himself, he swore he’d blow any man’s brains
out that would look at the same side of the road she was on. But the widdy
couldn’t wait; and the man she married was no gentleman, for he knew
masther was on his keepin’, and couldn’t go out into a field to fight him, and
yet the cowardly rascal refused to meet him in the ould abbey and fight him
across a tombstone, which every one knew was an exact ten paces in length,
The same man had no luck, for he died from a fall off a bit of a pony ; and
by that time the poor masther’s second’ was dead, and he might have had
the widdy at third hand ; but, more’s the pity, the spirit was dying in him, and
only sparkled now and agin. Meetin’ Lord Arran one day, afther the boys
got ham returned, and his lordship wanting to take the inside of the road, he
p-o him, ©O'Leary salutes Arran,’ he says, just making him feel the
thiﬂ'er betwixt a bit of a lord, and a rale ould Irish gintleman., Poor dear
gintleman! it would have been better he married the other widdy itself,
than the one he did; a regular out-and-outer she was, and had been in at the
deaths of three—and the more deaths they’re in at, the less they mind it ; for
all the world like ould fox-hunters. She wanted rank in the county, and

thought he had it, which he hadn’t, for times war changed, and a little dirty
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spalpeen that could count guineas against his shillings would be given the lead ;
and he wanted money, which he thought she had, and she handn’t; so they
war both disappointed. She turned on him like a virago, as she was, though
he, poor gintleman, always polite to the ladies, bowed to every speech she
made. ¢ There’s nothing comes near the house,” she says, ‘but the rats.’
“And they’ll lave it soon,” he makes answer, ‘if the provarb be true.’
Be the dads ! T wish the dear man had closed the proverbs in his heart, instead
of putting thim on the tip of his tongue. “I'll lave yer ould barrack of a
place meeself,” she says, “ that I will.’ ¢ And,’ he makes answer, with a bow
he larned at the Coort of France, * As you plaze madam, but you must permit
me the honor of handing you to your carriage. She left him! the yalla
lavings of three tradesmen! but what else was to be expected? It isn’t in
ould bathered hearts that love takes up his quarters ; when he’s found in ould
hearts, it’s when he has grown ould with them. The masther had grate spirit
in him, intirely, to the last, and even after ke wasn't himself, every haporth
upon the lands and in the house was canted ; the ould residenters of gentry had
died around him ; the young ones war mostly absentees; there was none left
to comfort him, but the remnants of his own people, who kept their duty to him,
though the land had gone to others. And when he grew wake in his mind,
they let him out of jail, and then he returned to the ould walls, as ill luck
would have it, the very day of the auction ; it was no use to hould him back
—in spite of them all he made his way right into the Hall, the people
wondering and pitying, making a bohreen for the tall, white-headed, noble-
looking, ruined gintleman, who laning upon his goold-headed cane, and yet
straight as a poplar, darted his eyes from side to side—sensible he was in his
own house, and in a throng, yet not understanding it. The auctioneer had made
a pulpit of the large arm-chair, with its high back, that had been the masther’s
toast-seat at the head of his table for hundreds of years, and was going on with
his gibberish, when the wild eyes of the O’Leary fixed on him ; he had no time
to get down, for in a moment the ould gentleman had hurled him to the floor,
and stood with his foot upon his breast, as calm as a church monument in
moonlight ; ye might have heard a pin drop, for the auctioneer was afeard to
cry out. ‘Gintlemen,” said the rale gintleman of the counthry, * I suffer none
but myself to take this chair, and now I bid ye, as I have often done before,
kindly welcome ; I"'m an O’Leary still ; I'm not as strong as I used to be, but
strong enough to make you kindly welcome. Boys, we'll make a night of it ;
the Hall that is furnished with Irish hearts is always well furnished. Shout,
boys, shout! the masther 's at home again—O’Leary, aboo!—aboo !’ It was
as if a voice from the grave rose the cry, the men shuddered and the women
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fainted, but there was no answer. | .
round him, for they saw the change that was coming over him. * Boys,’ he says,

¢ am T never to hear it again?’ and those words stirred them, as though they
had but one heart, and they rose a grate shout—the ould cry of the family—
antil the walls shook ; and the ould gentleman stood just quiet for a minute,
like one in grate glory, but before the shout had died away he was dead ; ah!
he was no one’s enemy but his own!”

Clonmel has been rendered “famous’ in modern Irish history by the
successful exertions of a single individual, of whom it is not too much to say,
that he has done more to improve the condition of the peasantry and the
country than any other person of our age. We refer to Mr. Charles Bianconi,
and the travelling cars that bear his name. He is a native of Milan; and
about the year 1800, voyaged to Ireland; first visiting Dublin, and subse-
quently settling in Clonmel, where he carried on the trade of a picture
dealer and cleaner and frame-maker, but upon a very limited scale; for his
resources were, at first, exceedingly limited. By habits of industry, prudence,
and forethought *, he contrived to save money, and became highly respected
by his neighbours; and, his circumstances improving, he conceived the design
of running a public car, that, by conveying passengers at a much less expense

than the stage-coaches, might answer the purposes of the comparatively
humbler classes. He ran his first car—from Clonmel to Cahir, on the 5th of

July, 1815, and shortly afterwards other cars to Limerick and Thurles. The
experiment was very discouraging at the commencement ; he was frequently
for whole weeks without obtaining a passenger ; but his energy and perse-
verance ultimately triumphed, and he has succeeded in obtaining a large
fortune for himself while conferring immense benefit on the community ;

having preserved an irreproachable character and gained the respect of all
classes.

He has now, running daily, forty-five double cars—that is, cars running up
and down from the same places, and travelling over 3600 miles daily. The
number of these cars which convey the mail are eighteen up and eighteen
down. The number of horses to each car is from one to four, according to

Some of his ancient tenants had gathered

* During our 1I-'ill_il to Clonmel, a slight circumstance served to give us an insight into his charncter. Harving
:.‘:::.:':: ltll:ll establishment, we r|.'|r|':—n:r:-|:!n| to examine his house and farm, a short distance from the town—
i ‘.hm_“ t:';l'lj', he has :E;httlm colleetion of II'-II'.'[-LI.I'I.'_'I.. We hind a very pressing engagement, anid os we
though his hm;F: w::d him how he had contrived to * make so much out of so little ;" observing that
2 S &T :‘ "-"!F']j!l" 1J'-llﬂ'l-"l'|iihg1. we could not elay to hear iL ** How much time have you o

asked. ™ Just five minutes.,” The car had conveved us to the back entrance. He instanily

45
P8 the bell, and sid to'the servant, “ Tell the driver to bring the car round to the front.” adding, * thet

will save one minute
1 n—I“I ‘Tln-hlﬂ' e to “-]I ou IH. .“.-il:h' 'II i T § . . "
success—making the most of time. ¥ in the time." This was, in truth, the sccret of i
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circumstances. His cars vary in size, taking from four to sixteen passengers.
He builds all his own cars, having a regular factory at Clonmel. They travel
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al the rate of from six and a half to nine miles per hour. This variation of
speed is chiefly in reference to the mail-cars, according as there is a necessity
for an early delivery. His charges average from one penny to twopence half-
penny per mile, according to the turnpikes, the quantity of business on the
road, and the speed of the car (twopence per mile may be considered as a fmir
ratio): as an instance we may take the case of Waterford and Kilkenny, which
are equi-distant from Clonmel (the three lie nearly at right angles). 1he
charge to the former is three shillings and sixpence ; but to the latter, in con-
sequence of the heavy turnpike tolls, it is four shillings and sixpence, at the
rate of twopence farthing per mile. Passengers on these cars are much more
comfortable than on the outside of the coaches, being furnished with dry and
comfortable horse-hair cushions and aprons. In wet weather he never allows a
car to go more than two stages without changing the cushions. They are also

safer than the stage-coaches, the feet of the passengers being only about
eighteen inches or two feet from the ground ; and it is scarcely possible for
them to upset, the whole weight being outside the wheels at each side ; con-
sequently the passengers on one side act as a counterpoise to those on the
other. The fore-wheels are so low that they cannot go upon a high bank, and
if the bank is higher than the height of the fore-axle, which is only eighteen
inches from the ground, it would come against the machinery. These cars
are built of the very best material, with patent axles, &c. The cost of a car
to carry fourteen passengers is from sixty to seventy pounds, and weighs from
fifteen to eighteen cwt. For the last three years the average price he pays
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for his horses is from fifteen to eighteen pounds per horse. He attributes the
regularity with which he carries on his extensive establishment h:t the high
price he gives for his horses (sometimes it 1s over forty puun{laj,_whmh enahles
him to keep constantly a capital supply. The advantages which these cars
have afforded to the country is immense ; for instance, in the interior of the
country, from which farmers come to the little villages, they have only a few
places for obtaining their commodities, and that at an enormous rate. But
since the introduction of these cars, people in business, who hitherto were
obliged to go to market at a very heavy expense, which prevented their
doing so frequently, now find their way to the larger towns, and have been
enabled to procure supplies at once from the first-cost market ; and from the
cheapness of bringing the articles home, they were enabled to reduce their
prices considerably, and in those districts the consumption has, in consequence,
wonderfully augmented, and shops or fresh sources of competition continually
increase, thereby enabling parties to use articles hitherto inacessible to them.
A great saving of time is also effected : for example, it took a man a whole
day to walk from Thurles to Clonmel, the second day to do his business, and
the third to walk back ; now, for seven shillings, he purchases two clear days,
saves himself the trouble of walking sixty English miles, and has four or five
hours to transact his business.

The cars of Mr; Bianconi travel through nearly every district of the south
of Ireland—passing through no fewer than 128 towns *— as yet they have not
found their way to the north.

dhe mode of travelling is pleasant as well as safe ; generally, the cars
proceed at a rate to the full as rapid as that of the stage-coaches, and persons
of the highest respectability travel by them. They are planned precisely on
the model of the common * outside jaunting car " peculiar to Ireland, which

* For the information of travellers we append a list of the places through which the ears of Mr. Bianconi

ruli :—Abbeyleix, Abbeyfeale, Ahaseragh, Anchors, Arthurstown, Askeaton, Athlone, Dallvhale, Ball yragget,
Ballymoe, Ballyline, Bagnalstown, Ballymahon, Banagher, Ballinasloe, Ballvglass, Bovle, Bruff, Brackbawn,
Broadford, Borris-o'-Ka ne, Enrﬁckmn—ﬂuir, Carrick-on-Shannon, Carlow, l'_';nppnq uin, Callsn, Caher, Cashel,
Castle-island, Caherciveen, Castleblakeney, Castlerea, Castlchar, Carrigaline, Canal-bridge, Cloghjordan,
Clifden, Clonmel, Clonmoney, Cork, Cove, Colwood, Crushenn, Doneraile, Dromod, Drumsna, Dungarvan,
Durrow, Duffys, Enniscorthy, Ennis, Eyrecourt, Fermoy, Fothard Tipperary, Fethard Wexford, Foynes,
Fozhall, Foulksmill, Freshford, Galway, Glinn, Glenbour, Gart, Graigue, Halfwavhouse, Hollymount,
Johnstown, Kildorrery, Kilbeggan, Kilkenny, Killarney, Kilmaganny, Kilmacthomas, Kilmallock, Killorgli,
Killashee, Eﬂml!l-l.':'_ Landseape, Limerick, Lismore, Listowel, I.im-n-n:n-r_'r, Longford, Loughrea, Mallow,
::.ITE:::E}I}I; Mﬂtl‘;ﬂl:bwn, Mooneoin, Mountmellick, Moyeullen, Moylough, Moeate, Mountainstage,
P v Newcastle, Newmarket, ﬂut{'ﬂl'.ll.. PMarsonstown, Portumua, Foundstage, Rathkeale, Ross, Hos-

» Roscrea, Rochestown, Shinrone, Sligo, Stonepound, Tarbert, Taghmon, Templemore, Thomastown,

Thurl : |
“,Hr:.;.ﬁ”“"-"- Tralee, Tramore, Fallamore, Tuam, Tulla, Urlingford, Waterfor), Watergrasshill,
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we have elsewhere described ; but, as we have intimated, some of them are of
sufficient size to carry eight passengers on a side. The print which
accompanies these details will convey to the reader a more correct idea of their
character than any description can do.

Six miles N. of Clonmel, and commanding a very near view of Slieve-na-
man, the small town of Fethard rises in the midst of a rich undulating plain

thickly studded with the residences of gentry. This town was built in the
time of King John, and is now remarkable for the preservation of its forti-
fications, nearly all the walls and castles still remaining! Indeed, of the five
entrances into the town, three are through the archways of castles. Fethard
returned a member to the Irish Parliament—the patronage was in the
O’Callaghan family. A little outside Fethard to the west is a green hillock,
on which is the grass-covered ruin of an ancient fortress called Cahirdearg,

r “ The crimson city ;* and near it the remains of the Castle of Banetstown,

wher& some sixty years ago its owner, Ambrose Power, Esq., was murdered
on his own hearth by a party of Whiteboys. Two miles eastward, surrounded
by a large lawn, is the Castle of Knockelly, from whose top, on a fine clear
day, there is one of the finest prospects imaginable, especially of the magnifi-
cent vale of St. Johnstown underneath.

We shall now conduct the reader to a natural marvel—the most singular
in Great Britain—the Caves, near the extreme south of the county, where
it borders Cork, which are commonly known as * the Caves of Mitchelstown,”
and which are situate upon part of the estate of the Earl of Kingston.

For centuries the neighbourhood has been famous for “ caves;” and a
very remarkable one still exists that was for a long period an object of
attraction and interest to the tourist. It is however very insignificant in
comparison with the more recent discovery, and is now rarely visited. Of the
“ould cave™ we heard the legend from the lips of one of our guides; and
before we commence our descent into *“ the bowels of the earth,” we may give
it as nearly as we can in the words in which we received it.

““Is it how the caves war discovered, ye'r asking, ma’am?” replied a
‘ Tipperary boy* to our inquiry. * Why then, it was quare ; though, to be
sure, the sheep was not a right sheep, as any one might know that took a
thought about it ; for if she was right in herself—I mean nothing but a sheep
to make mutton of, she could not have had the understanding of Christian
language, as she surely had.”

“1f ye'r going to tell the lady the story, tell it at once, and don’t be rid-
dling out your own ideas upon what you don’t understand, Reddy,” inter-

rupted another guide.
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« And don’t you be taking me up, or maybe 1t's too heavy for you ['d
be, replied Reddy.—*Sure the ideas of a poor boy like myself are jus
like the wild flowers, which if transplanted into the garden would he
called i

¢« Tame flowers,” interrupted the other, “ which you will never be, my
poet of the mountains.™ Now Reddy certainly had the reputation of being
exactly what he was called, a “ Mountain Poet ;" there are few districts
without, at least, one of the class. Nevertheless, he pretended to deny the
imputation, and there were sundry exclamations of “ Whisht, will ye !—have
—done—do—don’t be making a show of me before the quality. Oh, by
the powers! I never put down a word of poetry, bating a bit out of innocence
at election-time, or a varse to plaze a comrade, if he had a liking for a neigh.
bour’s daughter, and couldn’t just make one word strike music to another.”
At last he was prevailed upon to commence his tale. |

“ A poor man lived hard by there, a poor man entirely ; trusting to his
quarter * of potatoes for the bare food, and to God’s marcy (like most of us)
for everything else ; indeed, from all I ever heard, or can judge, he wasn't
fond of troubling himself with overwork; and if it wasn't for his wife, who
had some good blood in her veins, though born poor, he’d have been, maybe,
worse ofl than he was, and that was bad enough. Well, he was wandering
about just where we’re standing now, thinking, maybe, of nothing but what
weather might come to fill out the potatoes, when all of a sudden he heard
the bleat of a sheep. Now there was no grazing at all about the place, and
he stopped and listened ; and sure enough, the bleat came again, and he fol-
lowed the sound, until at last in the bottom of a hole, what should he see but
a sheep lying, and her leg broke. Well, he went down, and as he was lifting
her up, he thought in all his life he had never seen anything so white, o
touched anything so soft as her wool ; the baste never cried a word while he
was lifting her out; and when he laid her on the grass, she turned up her
great violet-coloured eyes on him like a Christian.”

“That’s poethry, Reddy,” muttered the rival guide. Reddy continued,
not heeding the interruption—* And he felt so ashamed of the idea he had
of taking her life, that he could not look her in the face ; it was a lonely
place in these times, and not much stir anywhere, except at Lord Kingston's
ﬂnﬁtiei *frhich if it was fine then, is a thousand times handsomer now. And
50 avoiding the road near the castle, he carried the sheep home to his wife.
" You haven’t stole it ?* she says, watching his countenance. ¢ I have not,’ he
answers. ‘ Well, then,’ she says again, *if you have not, we'll strive and cure

* Quarter of an arre.




. TIPPERARY. &1

its leg in the face of day, and put no constraint on it to go or come, only I’ll
borrow a handful or two of its wool, to make you a pair of Sunday stockings,’
she says, ¢ just in payment for the care you have taken of the poor eraythur.’
The man often thought how he’d like to eat the sheep; but somehow he
didn’t like to lose the good opinion of his wife ; and he thought, too, of the
comfort of the stockings. No one ever claimed the sheep : in a little time she
got well, and would stand quite asy to be sheared ; and the wool was so beau-
tiful, that in less than no time the woman could get any price she liked for
the stockings ; nor was that all—the sheep brought them two or three lambs
at a time, all with the same silky wool; and the wool was twenty times the
value that the meat would have been ; and the man and his wife grew rich,
and had great grazing entirely. But the first sheep of the flock began to grow
old, very old; and she’d lay down in the sun and sleep ; and her wool grew
thin, and she made up her mind to have no more children. Now if the
man had any gratitude, he’d have remembered the goodness of the sheep, and
done all in his power to honour her old days ; but the dacency wasn’t in him ;
and so he says to his wife, * At the next shearing I’ll make a feast, and we’ll
have lashins of whiskey, tobacco, and pipes at it, as well as plenty of fresh
mate.” “1I think,” she says, *pickled pork and salt beef might serve your
turn, but as it's your fancy, I'll speak to my lord’s butcher for whatever you
like to order; our money’s as good as another’s ; I never see one guinea that
was ashamed to look another in the face.” ¢ I'll be my own butcher,’ he says;
‘I’ll kill that ould first sheep: she’s wasting away, and it will be a good
deed to put her out of pain.” ‘Oh murder, murder!’ shouts the woman;
‘sure you would not be that unnatural ; sure you would not kill ye'r luck,
the quiet, innocent craythur that brought plenty and prosperity to your
cabin, that’s a house now with glass windows through her means. Oh ye'r
ould yerself!’ she says, ‘and ought to think of that!” But it was no use,
the wickedness was in him ; and he declared the ould sheep should be killed
the next morning! Well, the poor woman went out to the field to look for
her old pet, and where would she find her but leaning under the window of
the very room they had been talking in; and the woman kissed and cried
over the sheep, and the sheep licked her hands. The next morning at break
of day, the boy that tended the sheep woke his master with a great cry, and

tokd him that the flock had moved off, headed by the first sheep, and that the
last of them was nearly out of sight. This roused the ungrateful sleeper,
and he set off after them without waiting to say his prayers; he travelled and
travelled, and after much walking he saw his flock pass as if into the earth.
When he arrived at the spot, the very last had gone in ; and he followed—to

get back no more—the sheep-boy saw him go in, and after calling some time at

VOL. II. )
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the mouth of the cave, returned for the neighbours, who entered with candles

and discovered the cave, and heard the man’s voice shouting to his sheep, and
promising every indulgence to the first of the flock if she’d return; but it
was too late : they do say he wanders there to this day,” added our informant,

“ but I never heard him myself.”
Such is the legend—founded in truth, perhaps,—of the old cave. The

wew was discovered on the 2nd of May, 1833, by a man while quarrying
for stones. His crow-bar fell from his hands, and in the search for it, he

found a cavity—the gateway to a magnificent palace of nature *.
The hill in which the cave exists rises in nearly the centre of a valley,
which separates the Galtee and Knockmeledown chains of mountains—the

former constituting its northern, the latter its southern boundaryt.

* Mr. Nichol, the accomplished artist, to whose graceful and accurate pencil we are so largely indebied,
visited the cave within little more than a year after its discovery. He states that the man by whom it
was found, obtained the sssistance of two boys, named Shelly, to exploreit.  After procecding a considerable
distance with great caution, they at length arrived at the brink of a perpendicular precipice, which appeared to
put a stop altogether to their further progress. Their anxiety and determination, however, to explore this i
subtermancan wonder, increased with the difficulty of attaining it; and after various conjectures, as to Low

they ought to proceed, they at length procured a burning turf, tied to » string, which they dropped to the
lower part of the precipice, measuring about sixteen feot.  Afterwards, lowering each other down by means

of ropes, they procecded with lighted candles along the narrow and rocky passage—the grandeur and novelty
of the place, together with its apparont endless extent, massive columns and pyramids of spar, stalactites, &c.,
succeeding each other in endless variety, and the desire of discovery, attracted them onwards, till their lights
were nearly burnt out, It was then the danger of attempting a return in the dark struck them : they
hastencd back, but long before they amived at the cavern's mouth, the lights had expired, and they sat down in
despair. They remained in this alarming situation until midnight. At length the father of the boys and
some other friends eame in search of them, and found them in the middle cave.

t * The prevailing rock '' (we borrow from a valuable paper by Dr. Apjohn, in the Dublin Geologiel
Journal) “ at this extremity of the Galtees is conglomerate, which occasionally passes into sandstone, while
that which composes the opposite chain of hills posscsses a structure intermediate botween that of sandstone and
schist, and includes fow, if any, rounded or water-worn pobbles. The material of the interposed valley i
compact grey limestone,” The learned writer also remarks, * The manner of formation of sparry productions
in limestone caves is so generally known, that it is scarcely necessary to advert to the subject here, Water
filters through the roof, containing carbonate of lime beld in solution by earbonie acid, and this gas, gradually
passing with some water into the atmosphere, the calcarcous salt is deposited.  The atmosphere within the
cavern was, as might have been anticipated, found saturated, or nearly so, with moisture ; for though its tempe-
rature was not lower than fifty degrees, the pulmonary halitus condensed into a visible cloud, and the bedy,
under slight exertion, became bathed with perspiration ; but it did not, it is fair to conclude, contain any unusual
per-centage of carbonic acid, for it supported, in the ordinary manner, both respiration and combustion. What
then becowes of the carbonic acid, the development of which is the immediate cause of the deposition of spar?
:"ffu;::m it not sccumulate so " ﬁ||f|li;= to creale an irrespirable atmosphere I These are interesting but

! questions, and the following is put forward only as a eonjeetural solution of the difficulty, These
caves are usually traversed by runuing water, and as this, at common temperatures, combines with one
volume of carbonic acid, the gas may be considered as in a continual process of absorption and removal, Tt is
a peeuliarity also of aiériform fluids, a8 Dalton has shown, that however different in density, they will, when
placed in contact, blend together so as finally to constitute an equuble mixture. Now, as the roofs of lime-

stone caverns _ _ : |
o T' I ":" #eldom, il over, so tight at every point as to be altogether impermeable to gases, we percei¥e,
1 the law w [ _ A
el regulates their diffusion, additional means for elfecting the climination of the carbomie acid."”
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Our first object was to engage the assistance of guides. We considered
it desirable to procure several, in order that by distributing them in various
parts of the caverns with lights, we might form a correct idea of their magni-
tude and magnificence. They took with them a large supply of candles and
a box of lucifers, to guard®igainst the danger of some sudden gust of wind
leaving us in darkness. The use of torches is prohibited by the owner of the
land ; and very properly so, for we had ample proof of the injury they had
already done in defacing the beauty of many crystallised roofs. A narrow
passage, gradually sloping, about four feet in height and between thirty and
forty in length, terminates in an almost vertical precipice, about fifteen
feet deep, which is descended by a ladder. For a considerable space (nearly
200 feet), afterwards, the visitor goes through a dull and unpromising “ lane *’
of grey limestone ; the guides push a little forward, and so arrange them-
selves that a sudden turn exhibits, in an instant, one of the most splendid of
the caves in all its beanty and grandeur.

This is the “lower middle cave”®; but wonderful though it is,

it i1s surpassed by T T 0 2 L e
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* “In shapo its ground plan resembles a8 matrass or bottle with eylindrie neck and globular bottom, the
diameter of the latter being ninety-five, and the length and diameter of the former seventy-two and forty-two
feet respectively. The vertical scetion of its wider ond is that of a dome or hemisphere, the apex of which has
an elevation above its hase of thirty-five fect. Stalactites of a small size dopend from the roof, and a shecting
of sparry matter is observable all along the joints of the limestone, and covers beneath many parts of the floor,
where it is usually superimposed upon a very fine red elay, which would appear to have been washed down by
waler filtering from above before the interstices of the arch were suflicient]ly elosed by ealeareous inciustations,
The Nloor of this eave is strewed with large tetrabedrul blocks of limestone, ™'
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are respectively 180 and 80 feet, the major pointing directly east and
west. A vertical view or section, corresponding to the line connecting the

northern extremity of the minor and eastern extremity of the major axis,shows
the roof nearly horizontal, and raised twenty feet above the floor.” This is

the most remarkable part of the entire cavern, for The magnitude, beauty, and
varied and fantastic appearances of its sparry productions. Immediately upon
entering the cave, on the right hand, and attached to the wall, 1s found the
organ—a huge calcareous growth, which is conceived to bear some resemblance
in shape to the musical instrument from which its name is borrowed. Nine great
pillars of carbonate of lime occur in this same compartment, rising from the
floor to the ceiling ; of these the lower third is usually of great diameter, and
very irregular in form, while the remaining, or upper portion, usually exhibits
the shape of an inverted cone, the base of which is in the ceiling, while the
vertex is in connexion with the lower portion of the pillar. In some instances
the upper cone has not come in contact with the stalagmite below, though,
should the calcareous deposition proceed as heretofore, there can be no doubt
that such a junction will be finally achieved. The most remarkable pillarsin
this cave are those known among the guides under the names of * Drum ** and

“ Pyramid,” the former of which occurs fifteen feet south of the organ; the latter
at the eastern end of the chamber. The base of the former is not simple, but

composed of stalks cemented together, and having leaved or foliated edges;
some of these edges are of great extent and thinness, and when struck gently
vibrate so as to produce an agreeable sound. The pyramid, a pillar fourteen
feet in height, rests upon a base of great dimensions, and its shaft is
distinguished by the circumstance of its tapering upwards towards the
ceiling. The other pillars are of inferior size, but some of them possess
a symmetry and beauty superior to those just described. In addition to the
pillars, stalactites and stalagmites everywhere abound ; the former depending
from the roof, the latter springing from the floor of the cavern.

Soon after leaving this cave we were summoned by the guides to descend
“ the chimney ”—a work of some danger ; for it is barely wide enough to
allow a passage; its sides have very few projections upon which to place the
FEEEE it descends to the depth of at least thirty yards, and a slip would be
inevitably fatal. A guide, however, goes before the visitor, directing his
* steps,” and frequently giving the foot a resting-place upon his shoulder.
At the bottom of the chimney is another cave, nearly equal in extent and
grandeur to the one we have described : and from this several galleries branch

Iendin‘g to objects only a degree less wonderful. These are new discoveries,
to which additions are continually made, and consist of a number of minor
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caves, from which no access has as yet been obtained ; although it is more than
likely that the removal of partition ““walls” of limestone would exhibit each
as but the part of a whole, and continue the line of caves in one uninterrupted
succession. Our desire was to proceed as far as possible, and our guides,
gratified by our ardour, rather than checked by the additional labour to which
they were subjected, proceeded, after allowing us brief breathing-time, to
usher us through a burrow, so narrow that we had actually to twist ourselves
along it, after the fashion in which the screw makes its way into a cork. The

task required physical strength, and no inconsiderable nerve ; for the passage
extended at least one hundred yards, the greater portion of which was neces-

sarily traversed by crawling through aspace, barely two feet square, sometimes
so reduced as to render indispensable the kind of * twist *” we have referred to,

and repeatedly suggesting the painful sensation that a fall of two or three
inches, in any of the rocks above or around us, would enclose us prisoners
beyond the possibility of rescue. Yet when we had reached the utmost limits
to which the researches of the guides had yet attained, the reader will guess
our astonishment when we found pencilled on one of the white curtains at the

extremity, the names of two ladies, who, a few days previously, had accom-
plished the whole of the difficult and dangerous task we have been describing,.
The course we had taken—burrow, caves, chimney, and all—we had to
re-traverse ; and upon our re-introduction to the daylight, we found we had
been five hours under ground ; as we were walking or creeping during four-

fifths of the time, we estimate that we must have paced, on our progress and
return, at least eight miles *.

Our space is too limited to render justice to a natural wonder perhaps

unsurpassed in the world; for such it is pronounced to be by persons who
have examined the leading marvels of the four quarters of the globe. We

¥ Some idea of the numberand extent of the caves may be formed from the fact that Mr, Nichol, during

the *‘ten hours he employed in exploring them, did not meot a single person, although, as he was afterwards
informed, there were forty visiters under ground examining them at the same time. The measurements of

some of the caves were taken by Dr. Apjohn., *“ The sccond outlet of the upper end of the lower middle

cave, expands in a N. N. W, direction, into a cavity of an elliptical shape; ninety feet in length and forty-five
in breadih, its 8. 8, E. half being divided into two by a wall of limestone, forty-five feet In length and about

fifteen in breadth.™ * The Garrett cave extends 255 feet In an easterly direction, with a sweep to the south ;
its breadth at the commencement being fifteen, and augmenting gradually until, at its widest part, it becomes
fifty-five feet.,”” * The grand Kingston gallery is the most remarkable compartment of the entire exeavation,
It is a perfoectly straight hall, 175 feet in length and seven in breadth, with a direction about one point to the
west of north, The arching of this gallery is in the Gothic style, and its walls are everywhere plazed
with spar, in some places red, in others mottled, but nowhere of a perfectly white eolour.”  * The passage,

called the Sand cave, from the quantity of this material which covers its floor, is, for two-thirds of jis length,
twelve, and for the remainder three foet wide @ it is perfectly parallel to, and of the same length with, the

Kingston gallery, but placed at a somewhat lower level.”
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must excite the imagination of the reader, to give 'I‘-'m';“ Lo our "‘-lﬂltﬂl“ﬂ.rf-ﬁu:t
description ; for the pen and the pencil "'"'“_1 equal [.F fm]. to convey a notion of
the grandeur and beauty of these caves—viewed El*tllt'!l’ In parts or as 1 whole,
The stalactites and stalagmites assume every conceivable shape ; shining witl,
the brilliancy of huge diamonds as the small light of a candle is thrown upon
them. The “ curtains’ that fall from the roofs (of which a good example
has been copied by Mr. Nichol)
are sometimes so transparent, that
the form of a hand may be seen
through them ; and though of im-
mense size, so delicate is their
construction, that they actually
vibrate to the touch. They hang
in folds, as gracefully as if the
hand of skill and taste had ar-
ranged theiwr draperies, Fre-
quently, masses of petrefactions,
heaped one above another, alter-
nate in layers of pure white, and
of a yellow like that of the li-
quid honey; while, affording the
advantage of contrast, the rock in
the back-ground retains its original

rugged shape and dismal hue.
Pools of limpid water, here and
there, cover miniature hillocks of crystals—so minute and sparkling as to seem
congregated diamonds. Let the reader fancy himself in the midst of a
cavern, larger than any building hitherto constructed by art—his guides have
stationed themselves at the various points where effects can be best produced;
one upon the top of a huge stalagmite ; another in some dark recess; others
at the several points of ingress and egress; another behind some half-trans-
parent curtain; others where the light may fall upon masses of glistening
crystals ; another where some grotesque shape may be best exhibited—Ilet
them all (as they will do) suddenly unveil their lights—the effect can be
likened only to that which the gorgeous fichions of the East attribute to the
power of the necromancer.

It i1s not a single wonder, but a succession of wonders such as these which
the wvisitor is invited to examine ;

: and every year is adding to their number.
Hitherto all the discoveries hay

¢ been made by the neighbouring peasants,
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who are scantily recompensed for their time and labour by the gratuities of

strangers, and who have no encouragement to the hazard incident upon further
explorations ; but the enterprise of a scientific person supplied with sufficient
means would, no doubt, exhibit the interior of the mountain as one entire
““ cave,” and probably effect a passage through it.

Our course from the * Mitchelstown Caves ™ lay through a wild country to

the pretty town of Cahir ; passing by the prosperous and well-managed estate
of Lord Glengall, we -

cnmeé 1n view of ‘s g
““the Castle,” which 37 At
stands on the river
Suir, and was, as
well as the town
it protected, very
famous in former
times, It 1s said,
however, to occupy

the site of a struc-
ture of the remotest

antiquity —its an- i — R
cient name being TSR 3 s
“ Calur-dunaascaigh,

or, The circular stone fortress of the fish-abounding Dun, or fort; a name
which appears to be tautological, and which can only be accounted for by the
supposition that an earthen Dwun, or fort, had originally occupied the site on
which a Calir, or stone fort, was erected subsequently.” It is of considerable
extent, but irregular outline, consequent upon its adaptation to the form
and broken surface of its insular site, and consists of a great square keep,
surrounded by extensive outworks, forming an outer and an inner ballium,
with a small court-yard between the two; these outworks being flanked by
seven towers, four of which are circular, and three of larger size, square *.

=

o

* Cahir Castle was taken by Oliver Cromwell, in 1650. At that time it bad the reputation of great
strength.  The ** Lord Protector’s " earcer in the County of Tipperary occupies no inconsiderable place in
the history of the period. Clonmel soquired especial importance during the wars. It was one of the first
places seized by the Lords of the Pale, when they resolved to take up arms and make common cause with the
northern insurgents ; and its citizens insisted strongly on their allegiance to the king, averring that their only
purpose was to defend themselves against a parfiament equally hostile to the sovervign and themselves.
Their leaders also granted safe-conduct to those Protestants who were unwilling to join their cause, and when
Cromwell's commissioners subscquently made inquisition inte the * Irish massacres,” they found that no
wurder had been perpetrated by the Irish in Clonmel or its vicinity., The distracted condition of a country
in which five parties, no two of whom could agree, were in arms at the same mowment, perplexes every
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Its general character, even now closely assimilating to that which it pre.
sented in 1599 (when it was taken by the Earl of Essex), as it is pictured in

bistorian who attempts to write the annals of the period. There were the parlinmentariuns, the royalists, the
Northern Irish, the Londs of the Pale, and the partisans of the Papacy. OUrmond tricd to unite the four last

against Cromwell and the parlinmentarians ; bul the Northern Irish were bent on establishing independence,
and the ultra-papal party, so far as they had any intelligible object, desired that Ireland should be given g
some foreign prince nominated by the pope. Clonmel was firmly attached to the Lords of the Pale, and
when they entered into alliance with Ormond, it became conspicuous for its zeal in the royal eause,
When Kilkenny was lost by the jealousy of the confederates, Clonmel remained faithful to the royal cause,
and on the approach of Cromwell readily admitted Hugh O'Niall with a reinforeement of twelve hundred
men. The siege of Clonmel was regarded by all parties as the turning point in the fate of Ireland; had
Cromwell been defeated, he would bave been compelled to abandon the whele of Munster, and before
another campaign could have opened, Charles the Second would have thrown himselfinto Ireland, with almost

a cortainty of being supported by the entire country, Cromwell first attempted to carry the place by assauli;
tradition says that the attempt was made near the west gate, which is still standing ; but Ludlow’s aceount

shows that & breach had been made in a part of the walls on which houses abutted, at no great distance from
the church, and that this was the place selected for the assault. O'Niall made vigorous preparations for
defence; a breastwork of carth was thrown up behind the breach, and its defence was entrusted (o
volunteers, armed with swords, scythes, and pikes ; while a picked body of musketeers in the sdjoining
houses kept up a steady fire on the breach. Cromwell's soldiers displayed coergy worthy of their
former fame: tradition still commemorntes the gallantry of Lieutenant Heury Langley, whoe wolunteered
to load some of his own dismounted cavalry; of Colonel Zanchey, or Sankey, who seems to bave
directed the nssault ; and of one of the sons of John Cooke, whose serviee in pleading against Charles the First
bad been rewarded by the Chief-Justiceship of Munster., Their efforts were vain; the assailants were
repulsed with the loss of 2000 men killed and wounded, and what grieved them more, Cromwell's lron-
sides had lost the charncter of being invincible. Licutenant Langley lost his hand in this enterprise, and he
ever afterwards wore an iron hand, which is still preserved by his descendants as a precious relie at Coalbrook.
Ormond was greatly exhilarated by the news of suceess which promised him the meaus of retrieving the king's
affairs ; but at the same timme he was rendered uncasy by a message from the governor of Clonmel, stating that
his ammunition was nearly exhansted, Cromwell at the same time sent the most pressing messages to Lond
Broghil to come to his assistance ; and this noble lord, who had but recently deserted the royal cause, made
the most strenuous exertions to mise forces among the Puritans who had settled on the grants made to the
Bayle family in the countics of Cork and Waterford. The Duke of Ormond’s efforts to rise the siege of
Clonmel were counterneted by the infatuation of the Commissioners of Trust, whom the council of confederte
ﬂllhnlin_l had placed ** vieeroys over him.” They wrangled with him on the point of ctiquette in whose name
mﬂﬂﬂifﬂﬂl“ of arruy should be issued to the sheriffs, and when they found that orders for levying forces had
been given, they sent counter-orders forbidding obedience to the commands of the Leord Deputy until the
Council should be further advised of their propriety. The Lord Roche and the titular Bishop of Ross slose
ul::i zm ediet of _Dn:nml.lfl; they levied a body of undisciplined and bhalf~armed peasants, and sdvanced
Lo lonmel, but on their road they were encountered by Broghil’s army and irretricvably defeated. It
;fpﬂﬂ that Lord Broghil's army was chiefly composed of Protestant gentlemen, who, though opposed to
iﬁ:ﬁﬂ?ﬁ:g ‘;‘ ‘hl" ':'l‘_“:“ of the king; for 'lrl_mn Broghil arrived before Clonmel, and the besleging
the compliment and ::-:I:II:.““. : C = El-":llslﬂl. y Brn!hﬂ{: w0 doukt ot preveil upon ks mon o Septeers
e o e Bl T e o s Shda il sizcnmibtane. 1 il W RS
resistance any longer; he therefor el l.hfgh - hl?].] ol sy s R
e e e ;h';lmm;ﬂ'ﬂrd the civic authorities to capitulate, while he and his followen
the steep hills on the count +"--1||"M.|:-rl' w: P Ermmg. over toe Hiret' Sulr et night, sad seuniSip
remembrance of this gallant officer. h:h?*.] The peasants in the neighbourhood still prescrve an affctionats
Munster who made even a mlt-r:l:;u“dﬂ: s s, Hie s was shivest the S5k WORELS
cuce against the parliamentary army. When Cromwell granted 2

capitulation, he belioved that the garrise , .
: LA i would be included in the surrender. Some of his officers endes
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the Pacata Hibernia. Very recently it has been put into thorough repair;
but so judiciously, that its pic-
turesque effect is in no degree in- |-
jured. One of the turrets, which |
time has rather improved than |
impaired, the artist copied for us.
At a short distance up the river |
are the ruins of an ancient mo-
nastery, built, it is said, in the
reign of King John, for canons |~
regular of the order of St. Au- &
gustin, |

The town of Cahir has a re-
markably cheerful aspeect, and its
prosperity is not alone upon the
surface; it is derived principally
from the extensive flour-mills,
actively and continually at work
in the immediate neighbourhood, et
and conducted almost exclusively ™ = — e Ly
by the “ people called Quakers.” There are in several parts of the south of
Ireland, towns universally known and distinguished as “ Quaker Towns "—
they are remarkable for neatness and cleanliness, for the industry and sobriety
of the inhabitants, and an air of comfort and good order in their dwellings—so
surely does a good example influence all within its reach. Cahir also enjoys the
advantage of an encouraging and considerate resident landlord, Lord Glengall,
whose beautiful seat adjoins it.

The road from Cahir to Cashel lies through a picturesque and richly-
cultivated country ; a considerable portion of it being part of “ the Golden
Vale,” so called from its exceeding fertility. About two miles to the leftis the

small but improving village of Golden, situated on both sides of the river

voured to persuade him that the escape of 0"Niall was a breach of the articles, and that he was not therefore
bound te grant such favourable terms to the town. Cromwell reproved these advisers for their unnecessary
soverity, and declared that the townsmen deserved to be respected for their gallantry and consisteney,  Under
the FProtectarate, Clonmel was regarded, if not as the capital of Munster, at least as the centre of the new

settlers on whom the lands of the forfeited gentry were conferred : it became & thoroughly puritanical town,
and as such, seems to have been regarded with much suspicion after Charles the Second was restored.  Many
of the Puritans in his reign joined the Socicty of Friends, or, as they are commonly called, Quakers, both in
England and Ireland : this was partieularly the case both in and near Clonmel ; and the names of many of
this respectable and peaceful sect in that vicinity will frequently recal to the mind of the historieal student
same of the most distingnished of the parliamentary leaders in the great civil war,

VirL. 11f. ~
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Suir, the two divisions being connected by a stone bridge of great antiquity,
upon which William
the Third is said to
have signed the char-
ter of Cashel. The
remains of an old
circular round tower,
which in former
times protected the

pass, continue in a
i tolerable state of pre-

ks

R corvation *.

s From the road,

nearly the whole of
the way, 13 seen the
singular Rath, ““ the Moat of Knockgraffon ;" an artificial mound of earth,
rising about seventy feet above the summit of the hill on which it was con-
structed ; at its base may be traced the foundations of an extensive castle,
one of the square towers of which still exists. It was built in the year 1108,
and ranks among the oldest constructions of the kind in Ireland; tradition
states that eighteen of the kings of Munster were born and reared within its
walls. In the plain beneath, there is a ford over the Suir, celebrated as the
place were Fiacha Muillathan (or, * of the flat sconce ™) was murdered by s
prince of Leinster. The legend is, that the prince was grievously aflicted
with the evil, and being informed that he might obtain a cure by bathing in
the blood of a king, he resolved, as early as circumstances permitted him, to
try the remedy. Soon afterwards he received an invitation from Fiacha to

visit him at his castle of Knockgraffon, and , the day being sultry, a proposal

- ..I:l

[ e
-

. e X

® The ruin of Cloghabreeda Castle, about two miles from Cahir on the Cashel road, is all but obliterated ;
but though now inconsiderable. its name once struck terror to the surrounding country. Shane Barke of
Cloughabreeda, its last porsessor, was a person as much dreaded as Blue Beard, or Oliver Cromwell. He used,
as an old man told us on the Epoty, * to hang the people without jouge or jury, for he was his own magistrate.”
Oupe of his deeds he related to us.  There was % o widow woman ** who ]h-r-:.l near his castle, and who had ane
only son—and a 50Ty reprobate he was, The poor mother, in despair ot the conduct of her degenerate offspring,
complained to the chiel, Shane, about him, who ordered the mother and son to attend at his castle on a
certain day. They came, and Shane calling the lad with him, walked out into his erebard : in a few moments
he returned to the heart-broken mother, and, with a satanic smile, said, “ I promise you yourson will be quiet
for the future ;" 40 saying, he led ber to n Iunp--—h-ulr in the apartment, and pointing to the orchard, showed
the poar ﬂrnmnﬂr the body of her son hanging on the branch of an apple tree. The way in which this man
;'I':";‘l I:: 'I“Jf e known ; possessed of immense riches (for he levied what they call in Scotland, Black
:lmhl:. ﬂ.:un"'d' I:“ wealih i_ﬂ some sccret piace, and murdered the man who assisted him, to prevent his dis-

I socTet: a short time afterwards he was summoned to England, from whenee he never returned.
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was made to swim in the adjacent river. When the monarch was naked and
defenceless, he was stabbed by his treacherous guest, who placing the bleeding
body to the stream, allowed the blood to flow around him. Whether he was
thus cured of his disease, tradition does not say; but the tragic event was
immortalised, and to this day the ford is called the * stream of noble blood.”

The Moat of Knockgraffon is indeed a treasury of legendary lore; we
gathered from some of the aged women in the neighbourhood a store of tradi-
tions of the ancient Irish kings, and of the fairies who still continue to guard
their hereditary dominions, to which they are expected, at some future period,
to lay claim, and again govern “in the flesh.” The wild fictions of Dr.
Keating (a native of, and long a resident in, the neighbourhood) are rife
among the peasantry; in many instances we found precisely the incidents
and events, which the Doctor dignified by the term * history,'” preserved by
the memories of old and young in this remarkable locality. A few of them,
condensed from his curious and amusing book—a * General History of
Ireland,’” may interest our readers.

There was a king called Lavra Lyngshy, whose ears were like the ears
of a horse ; wherefore he ordered every person who cut his hair to be instantly

slain, in order that as all his subjects wore long tresses, his own deformity
might not be observed. It was the king's custom to shave lis chin once a
year, and his barber, when the work was done, was immediately put to death ;
the barber for duty being selected from his subjects by lot. Now, once
upon a time, the lot fell upon the only son of a widow ; and she besought the
king that her sole prop might not be removed from her, so the monarch relented
and promised him his life as the price of his secrecy. Dut the young
man pined with inward sorrow, and his heart-broken mother consulted a
druid, who said, Let him go where four roads meet and tell his secret
to a willow tree that grows there; and the young man did as he was
bid, and returned to his home cheerful and happy. Now it chanced
that the famous harper of the king broke his harp, and sought out a
fitting branch to make another; finding the willow tree to which the
youth had told his secret, he tore a branch of it, bent it, put the strings
upon it, and went,as was his wont, to play before the monarch; and as often
as he touched the instrument, a sound came forth which plainly said, * T'wo
ears of a horse has Lavra Lyngshy.” Upon the king's hearing this, he
repented of the number of people that were put to death in order to con-
ceal lms deformity, and thereupon openly exposed his ears to this household.
¢ This however,” adds the historian, who relates the anecdote with more
minuteness, “ I conceive to be rather a romantic tale than genuine history.”
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There was a custom in old times, that “when a champion overcame his
adversary in single combat, he took out his brains, and mixing them with lime,
made a round ball, which by drying in the sun became solid and hard, and
was always produced at public meetings and conventions as a distinction and
a trophy of experienced valour and certain victory.” Such a ball was in the
honourable keeping of Connal Ciernach, the materials of which it was com-
posed having formerly filled the cranium of his enemy Meisgeadrha, Twe
fools stole this “ball of brains:’ and from them 1t was in turn stolen by
Ceat, a mighty warrior ; who placing it in a sling, flung it at the King of
Ulster, and fractured his skull, of which wound he ultimately died, and so
fulfilled a prophecy that the dead Meisgeadrha should avenge himself upon
the men of Ulster.

Thady, a stout soldier, was wounded at the battle of Rath Criona,
when the king, Cormac, envious of his merit, commanded a surgeon that

in dressing his three wounds, he should convey an ear of barley into one,a
small black worm into another, and the point of a rusty spear into the third:

which being done, the skin was healed over them, and unhappy Thady
was left to endure tortures. * This, I think,” comments the old historian,
““1s the most ungrateful instance of cruelty to be met with in the Irish his-
tory.” In process of time, however, the gallant Thady procured a more honest
medical attendant, who, discovering the secret of his ailment, first lanced the
skin in three places, and then *“ gave orders that a ploughshare should
be heated in the fire till it was red-hot, which being brought to him, he took
itin his hand, and, with a cruel and stern countenance, he ran violently at the
patient as if he would have forced the iron through his body: Thady, surprised
at this attempt, started out of his bed to avoid the push, and by the violence
of the motion, his wounds were forced open—the ear of barley, the black
worm, and the rusty iron were expelled, and he was perfectly recovered.”
In the reign of Fearaidhack, lived Moran, the son of Maoin , chief justice
of the kingdom. He was called by way of eminence, * the just judge ;" and he
was the first who wore the wonderful collar, which had a most surprising
?iirtue, for when tied about the neck of one who was about to pronounce s
wicked sentence, or a witness who designed perjury, it would immediately
shrink, contracting itself so as almost to stop the breath ; but if the party
repented, it would enlarge itself, and let him loose. ¢ Hence,” observes the
Doctor,  arose the custom in the judicatories of the kingdom, for the judge

“':h"-m he EUHJFEEtEI:I the veracity of a witness, and proposed to terrify him to
give true evidence, to warn him that the fatal

: collar was about his neck.”
A holy hermit named Mochua, (the

brother of a prince called Guaire,) who
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lived upon herbs and water, had an attendant, who wearying of the simple
fare, “* longed impatiently to eat flesh, and asked leave of his master to go and
refresh himself at the court of Guaire.” Mochua made answer that he would
furnish him with meat in abundance without compelling him to go a journey
to procure it. The holy man then proceeded to pray for a supply. At that
very instant (““ as some particular manuscripts relate,” guoth the Doctor,
“ but with small truth, I'm afraid *"), the servants of Guaire were laying dinner
on the table, and, to their great surprise, the dishes were hurried through the
air and conveyed directly to the solitary cell where Mochua was continuing his
devotion and the attendant expecting the event. The king, enraged at the loss
of his meal, galloped after the dishes, with a troop of horse; and when they
arrived at the cell, the attendant was so terrified that he wished the baked
meats back again ; upon which the saint once more prayed; the feet of the
horses stuck fast in the ground, and the riders remained immoveable until the
hungry anchorite had eaten and drunk to his heart’s content. The place
where this occurred is ““known to this day, in the Irsh language, by the
name of Bothur-na-Mias, which, in the English, signifies the Iishes’ Road.”

We might fill a volume of odd legends from the * History " of the quaint
and credulous old histo-
rian, the Rev. Geoffrey
Keating, D.D., the
greater portion of whose
chequered life was spent
in the locality we are
describing and whose

dust lies in the ruined
church of Tubrid (pic-
tured here), a few miles
only from the singular
remain of very early ages
—the Moat of Knock-
graffon ; where, it re-
quires no great stretch of
fancy to believe, he enjoyed many of his day-dreams, summoning *‘ spirits
from the vasty deep,” and talking with them of heroes who were dried bones
before the flood *.

* Geolfrey Keating was born in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, about the year 1570, near a small village
called Burgess, ten miles S.W. of Clonmel. Having pursued his studies on the Contivent, he returned to

hi= native country in 1610, and was sent on the mission to the parish of Knockgraffon, subsequently becom-
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About a mile from Golden Bridge, and still verging to the left from the

al he anci 10Ty Athassel. The site

th ns of the ancient Priory of At .

voad to Cashel, are the rem -y

by Eor S usual tﬁﬂtr:umljud_g-

| b, ez a=- ; Y — el ment of the ““monks
e t oy of old ;” although 4
few shrivelled trees
are now all that
remain of the woods
by which it was for-
merly encompassed,
and of which there is
abundant evidence,
A gentle, fertilising,
and productive river
still rolls beside its
— e e shattered glﬂriﬂs;
and the ruins afford ample proof of the vast extent as well as singular beauty
of the structure, when the ““ Holy Augustinians® kept state within its walls. To
their “ order ” may be traced the most elaborate and highly-wrought of all the
ecclesiastical edifices in Ireland ; their abbeys in that country  evincing a
style of architectural elegance and grandeur but little inferior to their fabrics
in England and on the Continent.” Athassel, according to Dr, Ledwich,
was founded by William Fitz Adelm de Burke, about the year 1200, for

e p— - - T

ing parish priest of Tubrid. His death Is believed to have occurred sbout 1650.  His remains were
interred in the chureh of Tubrid ; but no traces of his place of sepulchre nre now to be found. His famom
work, “ The General History of Ireland,” was originally published in Irish, Regarded as a histary, it must
be considered as little less than “* g very silly heap of ill.-digested fictions:™ yet the reader, who has the

patience to wade through it, will be disposed to agree with Dr, Ledwich, that * though Keating composed his
History of Ircland from bardie tales and poctic fictions, yet he
would have been a [u-'- L [I"Iiill |ilr.'r.nturu i'"

the learned Doctor,

has given a curious work, the want of which

and O Flaherty, in the * Ogygia,"" although sufliciently hard on
admits that ** he was indeed a man of profound knowledge in the annals of his country,

yet be ncted like a cook whao unskilfully dresses and serves up an unsavoury salad, promiscuously composed of
berbs both sweet and sour, mingled together without skill, taste, or choice in the sclection.” The following
passage concludes the Doctor’s preface :—* Upon the whole, Iam persuaded, that whoever consults this History
with candour, and with such proportion of allowance as seems due to the obscure and unfrequented track |
have pursued, may find satisfaction : and if ke will farther give himsellf the trouble of searching into the
ancient chronicles of Ireland, he will be convinced that I have been just and faithful in the use 1 have made
of them ; butif it should so unfortunately happen that my labours should be "despised, and the following
hill‘“‘}f be esteemed of no value, I must confess that it cxceeded my abilities to give another account, for 1
did my best. 1 take my leave, therefore, and ask pardon of the reader, if I have in any case led him oul

of his way; assaring him that his mistake was 1ot the effect of malice in me, but becanse 1 wanted skill to
direet him better,™




| canons regular of the order of St. Augustine. This Fitz Adelm was steward
; to Henry the Second, and ancestor of the illustrious family of De Burgo®. On
the king’s return from Ireland he was intrusted with the management of affairs,
and in 1204 he was interred at Athassel. Veneration and love for their great
progenitor, made the De
Burgos and their numerous
dependents bestow ample
possessions on, and contri-

bute largely to the decora-
tion of, their favourite priory.
The ruins cover an area of
considerable extent:; the
choir, Dr. Ledwich states,
is forty-four feet by twenty-
. six ; the nave was of the same
': breadth with the choir, sup-
' ported by lateral aisles; by
[ the external walls, it mea-
suresone hundred and seven-
I teen feet in length. In the
: south-west corner 18 a small
chapel. The steeple was

sqquare and lofty,the cloisters
large.  The doorway, of

exquisite workmanship, is still in an excellent state of preservation.

* The castle of Cappa Unine, built by the Burkes, in the 15th century, descendants of the celebrated
Anglo-Norman, William Fitzx Adelm, is erccted on the summit of a rising mass of sandsione, close to the

east base of the Galtee mountains, und nearly half-way between the towns of Cahir and Tipperary. There
I is a romantic tradition respecting it, assigning a reason for the hill on which it stands being called in Irish,
“ The hill of the last William.” William, the last chieftain of the Burkes who resided here, had a brother
’ named Richard, a baron of equal power with himself, and who lived in a neighbouring part of the country,

between whom and William's wife a deadly animosity existed. William one day, in the ardour of the chase,
forgetful how matters really stood, invited his brother to spend a week of the hunting season with him at his
castle of Cappa, and on his returm home, anquainted his wife with the circumstanee ; when she, with the fery
spirit of a Lady Macbeth, swore * by the soul of her father,” that of her brother-in-law, ** his head alone should
ever enter her walls.” The husband was grieved, but dared not gainsay his imperious wife ; he repented his
rashness in inviting Lis brother, but now it was too Inte—did his relative arrive at the eastle, and were he

refused admittanee, he well knew his haughty spirit would not brook so gross an insult even from a brother—
did he admit him within the walls, his dowmestic peace would be destroved, or a feud with the powerful

relatives of his lady be the consequence. In perplexity and doubt, his heart torn by faternal and conjugal
love, he anxiously, but with a secrot dread, awaited the day when the bugle of his kinsman should sound
a noto of arrival. At length the dreaded day came ; an armed band of hunters, with hawks and hounds,

were scen slowly to ascend the narrow boreen that leads from the plains of the Buir to the castle § and no




IRELAND.
06

We may pause awhile in our details of ** E:I'Ej-' ruin':a of the olden time,” gng
relieve the monotony of our descriptions by introducing our readers to a class
of persons, found in all parts of Ireland, but who are necessarily of a more
daring and desperate character in Tipperary than elsewhere—the followers, o
rather the pioneers, of the law, called “ Process-servers.” The * business”
has been at all times, in Ireland, one of imminent danger, and those whq
pursued it were almost invariably reckless ** dare-devils,” without principle or
reputation, and whose only recommendations were cunning and courage. Ay
Cahir, we formed acquaintance with one of them, known by no other cogno-
men than “ Long Jim ;" but Long Jim having some undefined notion that oy
interrogatories might be prejudicial to his interests, declined to answer them
except by smiles and civil speeches that meant nothing. As we had given him
some trouble and caused him a walk of several miles to undergo our scrutiny,
we thought it only right at parting to present him with half-a-crown. Jim
looked at the money, turned it over and over, and, shrewdly calculating that
some peculiar and perilous service was expected of him, for which this was his
retaining fee, called aside the friend who had brought us together, and

whispered, “ Tell his honour that whatever Job he has to do in this county
be jakers, I'm the man that’ll do it for him.”

But, when informed as to the nature of our object, and it was explained to

him that we had no purpose but to learn from himself some of his * hair-breadth
‘scapes,”” Jim became as communicative as he had previously been taciturn,
and readily told us a few anecdotes characteristic of his tribe, of which he may

tooner did the warden from the summit of the keep give notice of their approach, than Lady Burke hurried
to the barbican and commanded the gates to be closed. Richard Burke and his attendants rode rennd
the base of the hill, and briskly spurred their horses up the sloping path to the castle-gate—when, Jo ! be
found it closed ; no cheer of welcome from the walls saluted him ; no courtly greeting from the lordly owner
of the castle bade him hail ; all was silent and guarded ns in time of siege.  ** Fulse, treacherous villain ™
taid the disappointed Richard ; +* long have I ridden, and is this my welcome ! I came at thy asking, and is
this thy courtesy 1 three days will 1 wait without thy castle, and if""—his brow darkened as he sLppressed

the threat which rose upon his lips. The three days passed : still the inhosnitable gate debarred his entranee ;
on the fourth, the insulted brother rode up to the walls, and taking off his glove, commanded his esquire io

defy his kinsman to mortal combat, and in the event of & refusal, to’nail the gauntlet to the door-posl.
Now it was that Lady Burke tri

his honour was at stake, for

the disgrace of having a foeman's b |
gnge of battle hung at his gate would degrade
him from the rank he held.  Jer determination i ol

pelled him ta accept the battle. The brothers m
mindodness, while his infurinted brother,
castle. From that day to this the
hill of the last William_ '

el—and the unfortunate William fell a victim to his weak-

cutting off his head, flung the gory trophy over the walls of the
bill at the base of which the battle was fought has been called * The

up the incidents of the legend, Lady Buirke, on seeing the fate of her
demolished the eastle, and retired to a convent on the

e of the severest penance.  ** The Lord be merciful ta
llt'pn.rll‘ll:l.. A m-r-nrl__miuirli Our inﬁ}ﬂ"mﬂ_. as Lie croased himnselL

To sum
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be taken as a faithful example. “Jim” is very “ long,”—a tall, muscular,
loose-limbed, powerful fellow, who fears nothing. “ Ah! it's asy to say I'm
strong, but what help would my strength give me agin a hundred vagabonds
hungry for my blood 7’ he exclaimed ; “ I've had more escapes in my time,"”
he continued, “ than Bonaparte and the Duke of Wellington put together. 1
stood up to my throat in a bog once for two days, and if my head hadn’t been
hid in a bunch of rushes, I wouldn’t have been here to tell the story, for there
was a matter of fifty vagabones beating the bog after me. - I've been five times
left for dead, and have had a score of pistol-bullets took out of my body *. Once,
I erept into a house and crawled between the feather-bed and mattress without
anybody knowing ; and the fellows that were after me searched and searched,
and progged under the bed with a pike, and never touched me, and there I lay
—and lucky it was for me that the man who slept in that bed was tipsy. 1 stole
away before morning without his knowledge.” Zealous for the humanity of
the Irish women, we inquired if he had never been saved by the fair sex. “I
think,” he answered, ** an Irishwoman hates the law as much as an Irishman ;
and they’d show more pity to a tiger than they would to a process-server. 1
wasn’t a bad-looking boy in my time ; but the girls I fancied for marriage
would have nothing to say to me—a peep-o’-day boy, even a tailor, before poor
Jim—but it’s all the better for me now,” he added,turning his hat round and
round while he spoke, and rubbing the edge with his hand ; “it’s all the
better; if no one cares for me, I care for no one ; even my own mother on her
death-bed turned her face to the wall when I asked for her blessing |

Something like feeling agitated his features while he said this. So true it 1s,
that there are certain chords in the human heart which never cease to vibrate.

Jim was once employed to serve a writ upon a Roman Catholic clergyman,
and he did it on a saint’s day, at the door of his chapel, when the place was
thronged with his people. The manner was this: he persuaded an excise-
officer that he knew where a private still was at work, and induced him to
obtain the assistance of a party of military. As they approached the chapel,
Jim directed the troops to remain a little in the back-ground, while he

* There was no exaggeration in this ; it was literally true. A few months before our interview with the

worthy, he had been in hospital for above six weeks ; and on his recovery be prosecuted four men on the charge
of assault with intent to murder him. The four men had been previously, chiefly on his evidence, committed
to jail for some offence ; and on the very day of their discharge they attacked Jim, in his own house, while he
was in bed, and before he could secure his pistols (which they took with them), beat him until they thought

e was dead. Jim knew them, of course, perfectly well ; the fact that they had only been freed that morning
was sufficiently notorious ; of his being assaulted by some porsons there could be no doubt ; but as Jim was un-

able to procure any witness to corroborate his testimony, the jury declined to believe him on his oath, and the
accused were acquitted.
voL. 11. 0
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advanced to reconnoitre, placing them just where the glitter of their bayonets
could be seen from the rising ground. He then went fn{-ward boldly and put
his paper into the priest’s hand ; and perceiving a hostile movement among
the crowd, he pointed to the military, to whom he speedily returned, ang
whom he subsequently led “a fool’s march™ in search of the whiskey-sti]
that had, of course. vanished.

Another of his doings he told us at greater length. A country gentleman
had eluded all Jim’s efforts to “serve ” ham. ** I've known,” quoth Jim, «,
matter of fifteen simple writs against him at one time, besides greater law in
the coorts ; there was more paper, wax, and red tape wasted on him, than on
any man of his age. And yet,” added Jim, and an expression of the most
triumphant cunning animated his bitter eyes—*‘ I nabbed him at last ; and I'm
prouder of it than of anything I ever did. He was called ‘the Foxy-fighter.
There were ever so many of us on the watch, trying to give our bits of paper
into his hand ; but he was too ’cute for them. One thought he had found out
the right way—for he climbed to the top of the great old-fashioned chimney
that belonged to his bed-room, and stole softly down it, and the nearer he got
to the ground the plainer he could hear the Foxy-fighter discoorsing his house-
keeper—and at one time he got a little frightened, thinking of the treatment
he might get; but he had friends among the servants, who, though they
would not let him in, would not see him murdered. So down he went ; and

when he put his foot on, as he thought, the bottom, what should he find but
an iron grating across—so there he was stopped. ¢ A thief in the chimney,’
roars the Fighter, and in less than no time he was surroanded with fire and
smoke ; and between the burning and the smoking, it was many a long day
before that man was able to go up or down a chimney again. I was often on
the watch for Foxy ; and at the back of his house there was a little square
yard, and over one corner of it hung the bough of a very large tree. Iwon-
dered where he could go for a little air, and I found he took great delight in
the grey of the morning in tending a few ducks and geese that gabbled about ‘
a pond that was in the midst of the little yard ; he had no dread over him by
rason of the high wall, as he could take in the whole wall at a glance, and sure
enough he had an eye like a process. Well » I turned it over in my own mind

—and got a nice large goose €gg, and round one end of it I wrops the copy

of the writ, and letting myself down from the wall a little before the break
o'day, I placed the egg Just on a tuft of grass, an

d seated myself in the branch
of the old tree watching -

and presently out comes the Fox, after first looking
through a peep-hole he had in the door. ¢ Ah! ah!” he says, and the ducks

and geese came running out; and presently he spies the egg. ¢ That's the

E‘ ;
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grey goose,’ he says again, ¢ that always has such consideration for my break-
fast,” and seeing the bit o’ paper about the egg, in coorse he peeps into it;
and ¢ What’s this?” says he, turning pale and looking about him. “It’s the
copy,’ says I, roaring from the tree, * and here’s the original ;’ and while he
runs in for his pistols, didn’t I show him the heels o my brogues!™

On another occasion Jim finding insurmountable difficulties in the way of
a desired interview with a gentleman who was always upon “the watch,”
arranged a very scandalous mode of accomplishing his purpose. He bought a
brace of remarkably fine trout, and a fishing-rod ; and, for the first time in his
life, practised the “ gentle craft® of the angler; throwing his fly across the

river at a point where he well knew the gentleman might see him from his
parlour-window. Presently down came a message to Jim to the effect that he

was trespassing, the water being preserved. This was exactly what Jim

anticipated ; so he sent his best respects to his honour, to say that he cared
only for the sport, and not for the fish, and hoped he’d be pleased to accept
the trout he had already caught. The bait took ; the gentleman was pleased
to find that fish so large were in his river, and returned his compliments
that ““ Junch would be ready at three.” When the fellow had partaken
heartily of the hospitality, he proceeded to business, and horrified his host
by the production of a writ.

Jim was placed under precisely similar circumstances with a gentleman
less wily, because more confident ; who lived in a wild and remote district,
from which escape was out of the question; and well the party knew that
no process-server would dare venture into it. But Jim was too cunning for

him. He ascertained that the gentleman’s * custom in the afternoon,” was
to drink his punch in a rural alcove; suddenly, Jim presented himself
before the astonished sight of his victim, while enjoying the dolee far niente ;
and making his best bow, begged his honour’s pardon for the intrusion. His
honour knew Jim well. and coolly asked him at what rate he valued his life.
 Faith, sir,” says Jim, “ at very little, if I meant yer honour any harm ; but
at a great dale this present writing ; for it's to do you a service I came here ;
else I think I'd just as soon put my ugly body betwixt the horns of a mad

bull.” After some further questioning, Jim told his story. He came to warn
his honour that one of his own servants was a “rap,” and meant to betray

him ; that he (the said Jim) had been tempted by an offer of ten guineas to
serve a writ ; that he had taken the bribe ; but would “ as soon cut his own
tongue out as serve it upon his honour.” The gentleman’s suspicions were
disarmed ; he gave the fellow plenty of whiskey, and putting a guinea in his
hand, thanked him, and bade him good-bye. Jim had hardly gone a hun-
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dred yards, however, before back he came, laid the guinea upon the table,and
declared he couldn’t and wouldn’t rob so good a gentleman, and again
departed, minus the gold. Upon this, he was summoned to return,and ques.
tioned ; when, with all the appearance of generosity and rectitude, he declared,
that if he took the money, his honour would think him a “ chate,” who came
pretending to have the power of serving a process on him when, in reality, he
had nothing of the kind to serve. The scene lasted for some minutes, the
gentleman assuring Jim he was satisfied and obliged, and entreating him to
pocket the gift; and Jim declaring he could not do it, and be suspected of
cheating him. At length the discussion was brought to an issue by Jim,
violently excited, exclaiming, the only way to settle the matter was to con-
vince the worthy gentleman of his probity, by showing that he was not pre-
tending to have a writ, when he had none; so, drawing it from his pocket,

he showed both copy and original to the worthy man. * You see, sir,” said
he, “ that I was not a chating blackguard ; and now if you are content, I'll

accept the guinea.” It was, of course, given ; Jim departed in peace, taking
especial care that the “ copy ™ was left behind, went directly to his employer,
and swore the service,

We might easily multiply anecdotes of this man and his class, but have
already, perhaps, given too much space to the subject. One more, however,
we must tell. We travelled from Limerick to Castle Connell with a man—
Dick (we forget his surname)}—who had an awful and terrible squint—whose
escapes had been many and marvellous during the tithe war, for he had been
the selected server of the rebellion writs. He was the very opposite of Long
Jim in personal appearance—a remarkably small and puny creature, whom
a genuine Thurles giant might have almost swallowed at a mouthful. Once
he was on duty with a comrade, when they saw a host gathering about the
mountains above them. They had a horse, but only one ; and Dick was on
foot; he made a spring and tried to mount, but “ fell on the other side.”
There was not a moment to lose ; his companion galloped off and left poor
Dick to his fate. He looked round him in despair, and made a rush into a
neighbouring cabin. His foes were soon after him ; Dick fixed himself in
the farthest corner ; and when * the boys ** showed themselves at the door,
he presented his pistol, exclaiming “ T can only shoot one o’ ye; but I have 1
MYy €ye on the man Il shoot.” As we have said, he squinted frightfully, and
the party Paum:d and hesitated : it passed their skill to determine upon which
:flth;;::u; 'E]"'-I:E were fixed, for tl:ey rolled horribly as he repeated the. threat,
k0 y dT"-‘- on the man I'll shoot.” They consequently n:tlrei? to

; and had actually proceeded to remove the roof that they might




TIPPERARY . 101

stone hnm to death in comparative security, when Dick’s comrade hove in
sight with a party of police, and Dick’s life was saved.

All the ecclesiastical ruins (of which there are many) in Tipperary, and
indeed in Ireland, sink into insignificance, compared with those that crown the
far-famed “ Rock of Cashel.” The rock, rising above the adjacent country,
is seen from a very
long distance, and
from every direction
by which it is ap-
proached—its sum-
mit crowned by the
venerable remains
that have excited
the wonder and ad-
miration of ages,

and will continue to

do for ages yet to come *.
The * city —for the rank belongs to it, although it consists of little more

than a thousand houses, of which nearly three-fourths are thatched—has an
aspect almost as time-worn as the ruins on the “rock,” while infinitely less
picturesque +. The principal street is wide, and well built ; but the lanes and

® “Here” exelaimed the Right Hon. Richard Lalor Bhiel, in one of his addresses to the olectors of
Tippoerary—=* here my first cradle was rocked ; and the first object that, in my childhood, 1 learned to admire
was that noble ruin, an emblem ns well as a memorial of Ireland, which ascends before us—at onee a temple
and a fortress, the seat of religion and nationality ; where councils were held;, where princes assembled, the
scene of courts and of synods ; and on which it is impossible to look without feeling the beart at onceo
elevated and touched by the noblest as well as the most solemn recollections.””

+ A modern writer, endeavouring to account for the unimproving condition of the city, gives the following
statement :—* The estates entrusted to the Corporation for the benefit of the eity, consist of nearly 4000

statute acres of arable land, worth at least 20s. per Irish acre per annum, and of which upwards of 1700 Irish
ncres were out of lease so recently as 1831 ; vet the rents at present arising out of this great tract of land,

which, under proper management, should produce a sum sufficient for all the purposes intended, amount to
no more than £219 18s. 104d. per annum. From the * Report of the Commissioners on Municipal Corpo-
rations in Ireland,” (inquiry held in November 1833,) it would appear that this very inadequate return has
been caused by the disposal of large holdings to members of the Carporation, at rents which may be termod
nominal, partienlarly of 1548 acres, 8 roods, 5 poles Irish, leased to an influential individual for ninety-nine
vears from the 25th of March, 1830, at a rent of £86 Js. 94, per annum. In consequence of this alienation
of the public property, and from the Mayor and Aldermen having converted to their own usea the tolls and
customs of the city, the public works of Cashel have fallen into a state of ruin almost unexampled in the
kingdom. The streets are unpaved, unlighted, and uncleansed. There is no supply of water, but by pumps,
repaired at the expense of the county. The Water-works (which Ilr. Smith described as * truly noble,
which must perpetuate the name of the donor to ages yet unborn that will reap the advantage of them,”)
erected in the early part of the last contury by Archbishop Baolton, have gone completely to decay ; the under-
ground conduits, upwands of two miles in length, are choked up or obliterated, and the stream is diveried Lo
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alleys that branch from it, and the whole of the suburbs, are mean ang
wretched.

Yet Cashel has occupied a position, by no means insignificant, in the
history of Ireland. Here, in 1172, Henry the Second received the homage of
Donald O’Brien, and held the memorable synod of the Irish clergy, at which
Christian, Bishop of Lismore, the Pope’s Legate, presided, when “ every arch-
bishop and bishop gave sealed charters to the king, conferring on him and his
heirs for ever the kingdom of Ireland, which charters were confirmed by Pope
Alexander.” During the long and cruel contests between the Butlers and

Fitzgeralds, the city was a frequent sufferer ; on one occasion, the great Earl
of Kildare burnt down the cathedral, and having been summoned to answer

for his conduct before the king in England, he assured his majesty he * never

would have thought of committing so grievous a sacrilege, but that he was told
the archbishop was of a certainty at the time within it.” The comment of

the monarch was equally singular and characteristic:  if all Ireland cannot
govern this man, he is the fittest man to govern all Ireland —and the earl

was accordingly appointed its viceroy by patent. dated 6th August, 1496. In
1647, the Lord Inchiquin, at the head of the Parl;

against Cashel ; the citizens retired to the Rock—as
tuary, and refused the offer of Inchiquin,
payment of £3000 to his army :

amentary {orces, marched
both a citadel and a sane-
to leave them unmolested upon

the result was, that the fortress was taken by

the supply of mills in the neighbourhood,
with this most necessary clement,™

The charter was granted in 1640, 15th
the citizens bLaving hospitably received
wonnded at the sicge of Limerick, that
to have been written on the bridge of

Itis affirmed that £500 would be sufficient to supply the cty

Charles I., but it was repealed by the 5th James 11, In 1699,
and entertained the adberents of William the Third, who had been

monarch restored, by letter, the charter to the city., 'The letter is i
Golden, and is still in the keeping of the Corporation.
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storm, many of the inhabitants, including twenty monks, were slain, and the
city and its people were given up to plunder.

Cashel, however, is important chiefly as having been, for centuries, the seat
of an archbishop. The ecclesiastical province comprises the diocesses of Cashel,
Emly, Limerick, Ardfert and Aghadoe, Waterford, Lismore, Cork, Ross,
Cloyne, Killaloe, and Kilfenora ; a district very nearly co-extensive with the
| civil province of Munster®. But long before it attained ecclesiastical rank, it was

the favourite residence of the kings of Munster ; and, it is said, a synod was held
there about the middle of the fifth century, by St. Patrick, St. Ailbe, and St.
Declan, in the reign of Angus, who is supposed to have commemorated his
: conversion to Christianity by the erection of a church upon the rock; thus
| probably originating the assemblage of sacred edifices for which, in after
times, it became conspicuous; and there appears to be satisfactory authority
for the belief that it had been for ages previously the selected site of Pagan
worship +. The controversy concerning the round towers is, therefore, not
affected by the fact that all the other buildings upon the rock are undoubtedly

-

of the Christian era. The erection of ** Cormac’ Chapel ” is attributed to
Cormac Mae Culinan, King of Munster and Bishop of Cashel, who fell in
battle on the plain of Moyalbe, near Leighlin, A.n. 908; but upon safer
evidence, to Cormac Macarthy, also king and bishop, in the twelfth century.
The chapel, however, was certainly erected previously to the Anglo-Norman
invasion, and affords a convincing proof that the Irish had attained to consider-

able excellence in the erection of stone buildings prior to that event. The

cathedral was undoubtedly the work of Donald O’Brien, King of Limerick,
about 1169. The other structures on the rock are a hall for the vicars

|
I
:

* By the Church Temporalitics Aet (3 Wm. 4), it was provided that the see of Waterford and Lismore,
then vucant, should be anuexed to Cashel ; under the provisions of the same act, on the death of the then
Archbishop of Caslicl, all archiepiscopal jurisdiction was to cease ; Cashel, with the united diocesses of Waterford
and Lismore, to be maide a bishoprie, and, with the other sees of the provinee, to become suffragan to thie Arch-
bishop of Dublin. This ohject was acordingly effected. The present Bishop of Cashel, Waterford, and
Lismore is the Right Rev. Dr, Sandys ; his palsce is in the city of Waterford.

+ Keating sayvs, that Cashel was first founded in the reign of Core, son of Loo-ce ; * the name of the place
which is now called the roek of Cashel vas Sheedrum ; it was also called Drum-foeva, from the extensive
woods about it in the time of Core,  There came,’” he adds, “ about that time, two swinehends 1o foed
their pigs in the woods about this hill, namely—Killarn, herdsman to the King of Ely, and Duordey, the
herdsman of the King of Muskerry, or Ormond ; and when they had eontinued on the hill about a quarter of
a vear, there appeared to them a figure as brilliant as the sun, whose voico was more mielodions than any music
thoy had ever heard, and it was consccrating the hill, and prophesying the coming of 5t. Patrick. The
swincherds baving returned to their homes, related what they had seen to their masters § and the story soon
reached Core, who repaired without delay to Sheedrum, and built a palace there, which is called Lis-na-
Lachree, or the fort of herves ; and being Kiog of Munster, his royal iribute was reecivod on this rock, now
called Carrick-Patrick ; wherefore the rock was named Cashiel—i. £, Cios ail—or the rock of tribute.””




104 IRELANID,

choral, built by Archbishop O’Hedian, in 14%1; the old episcopal palace,
originally a strong castle, at the west end of the cathedral ; the remains of the
abbey founded by David Mac Carvill about 1260 ; and the mysterious Round
Tower: and there exist several remains of the ancient wall by which the
whole assemblage was formerly surrounded *.

The first protestant archbishop was Miler Magragh, who having for some
time filled the see of Down as the titular bishop, embraced the reformed faith,

and was advanced by Queen Elizabeth to the archbishoprie, which he held
tn commendam with

: _*:.__'_-.._..I . i  ——
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%  pomnted out upon
the south side of
the choir of the
cathedral—orrather
his monument ; for,
it 18 said, he died
~ a Roman Catholie,
4 and his body was
i Sk = T interred elsewhere,
<7 R INERERINS - S i;;'.lqrﬂ#._:-.mi‘f" " according to the
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R rites of the Roman
Catholic church,

It 1s curious to note how the authorised * care-takers ” of celebrated places

assume the tone of the scenes they exhibit. At Killarney every guide, boat-

man, and child speaks of Fairy-land, ghosts, apparitions of all kinds, that walk

the "i'f*ﬂt-EI'H, float i’the air—elink-minnikin hammers under the broad-leaved

o

"

. * Mr, l:':l:'lril: tlates that ** Cashel is only noticed in our annals as a regal residence of the Munster kisg,
o, the boginning of the twelfth century, when, in the year 1101, it is stated in the Annals of the Four

:f e that *a convocation of the people of Leoth Mogha, or the southern half of Trcland, was held 8
h.n; el, at 'Hi'l':!lltll M.tlrtnugh O’ Brien, with the nobles of the laity and elergy, and O Dunan, the illustrious
ishop and chief senior of Ireland, nttended, and on which occasion Murtough O'Brien mado such an offering

=.“ king never made before him, pamely, Cashel of the Kings, which he bestowed on the devout, without the
::-.lr:ilh':i"l!ﬂﬂnn of a laic or an H-I:Il‘iiil-liﬂ., but for the use of the r;-liuim,". af Ireland in Eq:-:ln‘.-r:l.l.' The sucoesser
mn“:dm::r:;{sﬂmlﬁ Mac Carthy, being deposed in 1127, as stated in the Annals of Innisfallen, com
EPAIRE m[nrﬁj&:‘ E_ L-;m church, now Pl:III-I.:IlI.rIF called * Cormoc's l'._:h..pn[." He was, however, sl [
MR 2o st e "“'“I' and on the completion of this church it was conscernted in 1134, This

§ rocor by all our ancient annalists in nearly the following words :—* 1134. The church built by

Cormac M . | ;
mﬂz :: Eh-l‘il.!t;p' at Cashel was conscerated this year by the archbishop and bishops of Munster, a4 which
¥ the nobility of Ireland, both clergy aud laity, were present.’ ™
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dock—or of the still more mysterious creatures that watch golden treasures
beneath the placid surface of the lake. At the Giant’s Causeway, every fellow
desires to be thought a geologist ; he hints with a careless and dignified air at its
superstitions, but dwells at length upon what Sir Humphry Davy and Doctor
MacDonnel said to him ; talks of strata and basalt columns—quartz—Ilimestone
—octagons—formations— spars, and the ““ debris of the whole”—assuring you
that /e can account for the mighty and glorious wonders that make your heart
pant and your temples throb, until you wish that some giant would step forth
and silence the petty praters, who disturb without informing vou.

On the rock of Cashel, as well as among other ruins, the guide is an anti-
quary. It was a cold, misty morning, when having wandered through the
dirty and miserable streets that lead to this noble relic, we summoned a con-
ductor from his cottage fire to lead us up the steep : he came right willingly,
expressing his regret at the softness—i. e. wetness of the day, and his hopes that
it would clear up for the view which many thought a deal of—though, to his
mind, those who climbed * the rock ™ would do better to keep to the ruins :
fine views were all over Ireland, but Ireland only held one rock of Cashel.
A cow was sheltering close to the iron gateway, which the guide unlocked : he
saw we did not altogether approve of her remaining there, and apologised,
saying—* she could do no harm, the craythur; them that could were kept
out, thanks be to the good Archdeacon Cotton.”

Great indeed was the old man’s delight upon hearing us cordially ex-
press our grateful thanks—for they are due from us, as from all who love
Ireland—to the venerable clergyman and genuine patriot. For many months
he laboured to preserve, if he could not restore, the ancient glories of the
pile : not satisfied with directing what was to be done, he wrought with his
own hands. The old man gabbled over crypts, and choirs, and transepts ;
arches—Gothic, Saxon, and Roman, together with the Twelve Apostles, and
the wonderful tomb of Magragh.

While the wind growled along the walls, and rushed with impotent fury
through the vaulted passages, a story was told us of another * guide,” the pre-
decessor of the one who had us under his especial charge. He was a very old
man when he took up his abode among the ruins; and he worked night and
day to prevent the further trespassings of time upon the structure. The
children would stand aside and whisper together, when they saw this lover of
ancient things bending over his staff as he climbed the rock, well knowing
they must not indulge in their noisy roisterings within the walls while he
was there ; he would remain for a month at a time, craving nothing beyond * the
handful of meal and potatoes,” which the poor people did not fail as usual to

YOL: 1Il. w
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give cheerfully from their scant store : and he would pray mu_l work, and work
and pray, from sunrise to sunset, and then Elﬂﬂp*trﬂﬂquﬂljf mth{!l: beneath the
grand entrance into Cormac’s Chapel, or by the side of the Archbishop’s tomb,
waking to resume his self-imposed task—piling together the precions frag-
ments which time, or more destructive ignorance, had disp]nned—piuking the
green moss from out the inscriptions, and sweeping the hallowed floors ; some-
times, despite his age, he would creep along the walls to replace a stone; and
the humbler class hinted that he held converse with the spirits of the air, whao
supported him at his work. At last, the old man died, and was buried ; and
the stones fell, and fragments of the most exquisite architecture were scattered
by the storm, and the glories of the place were crumbling into dust, when,
happily, one of equal taste and greater power laboured long and earnestly to
preserve what the humble workman honoured.

On the south side of the cathedral, and near the gateway by which “the
Rock ™ is entered, there stands a rudely-sculptured figure of St. Patrick—its
patron saint ; it is mounted on a huge stone, partially sculptured also; and
here tradition states that the petty kings of Munster formerly paid their
tribute to the superior potentate®. Owur guide pointed out to us, with con-
siderable ostentation, the marks made by the * rattling™ of the coined gold,
and added emphatically, “ Ah, there were no absentees to take it from us in
them days!™

The Round Tower is built of freestone, and not of limestone, as all the
adjacent buildings are. It is fifty-six feet in circumference, and ninety feet
in height ; has four apertures at the top, and a doorway twelve feet from the
ground. The cathedral consists of a choir, nave, and transepts, with a square
tower in the centre. The greatest length, from east to west, is about two
hundred and ten feet, and the breadth in the transepts 1s about a hundred
and seventy feet. There are no side aisles, and the windows are of the
lancet form, usual in the twelfth and thirteenth centuries +. The most

® “8ir James Ware, who lived so late as 1666, informa us that he has here seen the stone on which
those potentates "l'l!rl"l: inaugurated, and where, it is said, they received the tribute of their subordinate toparcha.
From the Ilttq:fr. circumstance the name of the place has been derived : cashi-ol being interpreted by some
‘ the stome of tribute ;* but ecashiol scems to be an original Celtic word, the same in all respects with the
Latinised casltelfum, and the probability is that the place was so ealled from the castle or dun of the chiefiain
n-.n its lu:l:ntlfih A roll or schedule of the tribute payable here is still preserved ; and the enumeration of the
different articles of use and luxury which formed the rude substitute for rent is sufficiently curious—ams,
clothing, provisions, live stock, and slaves, both male and female, being the dues ordinarily l;:-.-:cllﬁrd."

T ** A century has not yet elapsed since this magnificent pile was doomed to destruction, and that by ove

who ."]'l'ﬂ't:rlﬂ have been its most zealous preserver.  Archbishop Price, who succecded to this see in 1744, arrd
died in 1752, not being able, as tradition states,

procured an act of parliament to remove the cat
roof was taken off for the value of the lead, and

te drive in his carrage up the steep ascent to the church door,
hedral from the Rock of Cashel inte the town, on which the

the venerable pile was abandoned to ruin!"'
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interesting relic on the Rock, however, is unquestionably Cormac’s Chapel,
not alone for its high anti-

quity, but for its exceedingly
graceful proportions, and the
high finish of its workmanship.
It consists of a nave and choir,
but has neither transepts nor
lateral aisles. Itis richly deco- AL
rated in the Norman style of
the time, both exteriorly and
interiorly ; and theentirelength
of the building is fifty-three
feet. There are crypts between
the arches of the choir and
nave and the stone roof: and
there is a square tower on each
side of the building, at the
junction of the nave and choir. . .
It is entered by a curious “FreuNe
Saxon doorway, decorated -
with zig-zag and head ornaments *.

Let the reader then imagine the beautiful pile of sacred edifices crowning
the entire summit of a huge limestone rock, completely isolated and occasion-
ally precipitous, standing in the midst of a luxuriant country, * the Golden
Vale,” and commanding an extensive prospect—bounded on one side by the
lofty range of the Galtee mountains, but permitting upon all other sides the
eye to wander over miles upon miles of a richly cultivated and proverbially pro-
ductive land ; the picturesque effect of which, however, is essentially impaired
by the total absence of trees.

If the adjacent country is seen to great advantage from the rock, the rock
and its time-honoured structures have a remarkably fine effect beheld from any
point of approach. In the accompanying print, the whole of its leading
features have been skilfully introduced ; its dilapidated gateway, the surround-
ing wall, the eathedral, the chapel, the castellated palace, and the round tower ;
and the artist has exhibited the wretched hovels that shelter at its base. We
entered one of them ; it consisted of a single dark room, without a window :
the walls thick with the gathered smoke of years ; and a miserable bed, com-

® Dr. Ledwich selected Cormac’s E.'IIEF-I!] a8 l-l'l-1|.'1j'|."l:l' U which to found his cisay on the * stone-roofed
churches of the Irish."
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posed of a few boards placed a few inches above the clay floor, on which a few
handfuls of dirty straw had been thinly scattered.

A few years ago the tourist was compelled to deseribe the Rock of Cashel
as an assemblage of ruins, utterly abandoned to the attacks of time, to be
examined only by “forcing a passage through nettles and rank weeds, and
over huge masses of stone and mortar.” Recently, however, as we have
intimated, this reproach has been removed from Cashel ; the late Archdeacon
Cotton (the name should be preserved for the gratitude of posterity) devoted
his whole time and energy, and expended largely his private means, to pre-
serve from further injury every portion of the venerable structures. He con-
trived, by great and continual labour, to collect together an immense mass of
broken carved stones, which he has so judiciously and skilfully joined, that
many of the figures in basso rilievo now appear almost as perfect as when,
centuries ago, they were placed in the building ; these he has fixed in the

various walls so as effectually to protect them against any future assaults of
the spoiler *.

* We rejoice to find a desire to protect from further injury such relics of the olden time now very prevalent

throughout Ircland ; and that the peasantry are beginoing to regard old castles an something more than a

depository of stones to be used s occasion offers, ‘This feeling, however, is only gradually operating for their

preservation 3 much may be done to strengthen it, by a little attention, and perbaps some small expense, on the




TIPPERARY. 1 04

The ruins of Hore Abbey exist in a good state of preservation in the vale,
directly under * the

Rock.” The steeple
is large, and about
twenty feet square
on the inside: the
east window 1s small
and plain, and in
the inside walls are
some remains of
stalls: the nave 1s
sixty feet long and
twenty-three broad;
and on each side
was an arcade of
three Gothicarches,

the north side whereof 1s levelled, with lateral aisles, which were about thirteen
feet broad: on the south side of the steeple is a small door leading into an

open part about thirty feet long
and twenty-four broad : the side
walls are much broken, and in the
gable end is a long window ; there
1s a small division on the north
side of the steeple, with a low
arched apartment, which seems
to have been a confessional, as
there are niches in the walls with
apertures. The artist has supplied
us with drawings of both the exte-

rior and interior of this structure.

It was founded for Cistercians, in
1272, by David Mac Carvill, Archbishop of Cashel, and endowed with the

1
I. rF

part of the gentry., We assisted not long since to convinee a farmer that a crom-leach which stood in the
middle of his field was not only ne inconvenience to him, but that consigning it to the hands of the blaster,
which be had actually done, was an insult and an injury to his country. A fow weeks ago we visited. in the
neighbourhood of Belfast, a spot long famous in history as the site of a stronghold of the O Neils, which at
one period classed among the most interesting remains in the kingdom. Scarcely & vestige of it now remains.
In reference to its removal wo heard the following aneedote :—The late Marquis of Londonderry, to whom it
belonged, being very desirous to preserve it, sent an order to his stewnrd to build a wall round the place in which
it stoodl. The order was obeved to the letter : but the steward imagining that the easiest and least exXpensive
modo was the best, took down the stones of the old castle, and with them built a wall round its foundations
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revenues of the Benedictines, who were expelled by him out of “ the abbey
of the rock of Cashel, near the cathedral of Saint Patrick *.”* He also united ta

it the Hospital for Lepers, built by David Le Latimer, about the year 1230,

the ruins of which are still visible, standing in a field on the road to Cahir.
Second only in interest and also in architectural beauty to the ruins of

Cashel, is the Abbey of Holy Cross, distant about seven miles from the city,
and three from the ﬂﬂﬂl‘iﬂhing town of Thurles. It 1s situated on the * genl;]e
Suire,” and is said to owe its origin as well as its name to the possession of a
piece of the true cross; which, according to O’Halloran (who does not give
his authority, and whose own is not emtitled to much credit), was sent,
covered with gold and set with precious stones, about the year 1110, by Pope
Pascal the Second as a present to Donough O’Brien, monarch of Ireland, and
grandson of Brien Boru. The circumstance, however, is by no means
improbable ; for gifts of the kind were undoubtedly transmitted from Rome
to some of the provineial Irish kings about the same period ; and it is certain
that a relic with attributes of peculiar sanctity was preserved in the abbey for
centuries, and it is said to be in existence even to this day +. The abbey was
originally founded in the year 1182, for Cistercian monks, by Donald O’Brien,
King of Limerick, and not by his son, Donogh Cairbreach, as stated by
ﬁﬂ}hﬂ.ﬂ.ﬂfiﬂlhril:h, Gough, and other compilers, #8 may be seen from the
foundation charter, which still exists, and is given at iemgth in the Monasticon
Anglicanum, beginning thus:—* Donald, by the grace of God, King of
Limeriek, to all Kings, Dukes, Earls, Barons, Knights, and Christians of
whatsoever degree throughout Ireland, perpetual greeting in Christ.” This
Charter is signed by Christian, Bishop of Lismore, Legate of the Holy See,
m Ireland ; M. Archbishop of Cashel, and B. Bishop of Limerick.

From the earliest period the abbey was endowed with peculiar privileges;
* There oxists a singular tradition connected with the building; it is te be read in a record in
Birmingham Tower, in Dublin, in the following words: “Jn the time of David Mac Carvill, Archbishop
of Cashel, there was aortaiu Abbey of Black Monks near the cathedral church of Saint Patrick, founded in

honour of the blessed Virgin Mary, and the aforesaid David having tu-ll;i. his mother that he was warned in o

dream that the said black monks would eut off his bead, did, by the advice of Lis mother, remove those monka,

and gave their lands and possessions (o the new ubbey which he had founded.”’

‘ T Mr. Petrie informs us—and there eannot be & better authority—that * the identical picre of the crom
still exints 3 it is in the possession of the Roman Catholic clergy of the place, and is described by Doctor Milner
us being about two inches and a half long, and about balf an inch bromd, but very thin. It is inserted in the
Iﬂ!'l:l' shaft of an archiepiscopal cross made of some eurious woed, and inclosed in & gilt case. The Docter
n]ln_mfnnm us that this relic was preserved from tacrilege in the reign of Henry the Eighth, by the Ormond
family, and by them transmitted to the family of Kavenagh, a surviving descendant of which has deposited it in
the hands of its present keepers.” It appears from Camden, and other writers, that the crowd of persons who
thronged to this abbey, from reverence to the holy relic preserved there, was incredible: nor were these per-
sons exclusively of the lower or middle ranks of society, but included the greatest nobility of the laml. In
1559, the great 0’ Neil made a pilgrimage here, as did one of the Desmonds in 1579,
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and 1its charter was confirmed by the Kings, John, Henry the Third, Edward
the Third, and Richard the Second, respectively.

The abbot was a Peer of Parliament, and styled Earl of Holy-cross. At
the Dissolution, its extensive possessions were granted to Gerald, Earl of

Ormond, in capite, at the annual rent of £15 10s. 4d. The abbey, with part
of the adjacent land, is now the property of the Rev. Doctor Wall, Fellow
of Trinity College, who has so far cared for its preservation, as to place an
iron gate to the principal entrance; with little advantage, however, for the
broken walls afford easy access to intruders—as we can ourselves testify—for
during our visit, we saw a parcel of idle boys amusing themselves by pelting
stones at the carved mullions and pillars, one of which had been very recently
broken by a mischievous scoundrel who must have exerted no considerable
strength to deface it. As a monastic ruin (we borrow from Mr. Petrie), the
abbey of Holy Cross ranks in popular esteem as one of the first, if not the

very first, in Ireland. But though many of its architectural features are of
remarkable beauty, it is perhaps as a whole scarcely deserving of so high a
character ; and its effect upon the mind is greatly diminished by the cabins
and other objects of a mean character by which it is nearly surrounded, Like
most monastic structures of considerable importance, its general form is that
F of a cross, consisting of a nave, chancel, and transept, with a lofty square
’- belfry at the intersection of the cross: but it is distinguished from other struc-
tures of the kind in having in both of its transepts two distinet chapels beauti-
F fully groined—a feature which imparts much interest and pieturesqueness to
1
i
|

the general effect. Between two of these chapels and the south transept there
15 a double row of three pointed

arches, supported by twisted pil-
lars, each distant about two feet

four inches from the other, and
having a similar pointed arch in
front. The object of this singular
feature has given rise to much
conjecture, but the more rational
opinion seems to be, that it was
designed as a resting-place for the
dead bodies of the monks and
other persons previously to inter-
ment in the abbey, or its cemetery.

In addition to this, the interior of the church has another very unique and
remarkable feature, namely, that the choir arch is not placed as usual beneath
the tower, but thirty feet in advance of it, thus making the choir of greater
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length by fourteen feet than the nave, which 1s but fifty-eight feet long, the

entire length of the church being one hundred and thirty feet. This pecu-
liarity appears, however, to be an after-thought, and not the design of the

original architect, which was evidently to limit, as usual, the length of the
choir to the arch in front of the tower, and the second arch 1s unquestionably
of more modern construction. The steeple rests on four beautifully groined
arches, the supporters of which are connected in the centre by a great variety
of ogives passing diagonally from their angles; and the roof of the choir, as
well as those of the side chapels, is similarly enriched. The nave appears to
have been of meaner architecture, and has lost its roof ; but it has aisles formed
by four pointed arches on each side, and which lead into the transepts. Of
the windows in this church we may observe generally, that they are of very
elegant taste of design.

Several of the family tombs contained in the abbey are of very elegant
character ; the most remarkable of them, however, is that which tradition
A, assigns to Donald More O'Brien, King of
Limerick, its founder—an error, to the propi-

gation of which O'Halloran, Campbell, Led-
= 2 Ay T : wich, and Archdall lent themselves. There
A 'E".-": PR 15 now no doubt that it was erected by, and
to the memory of, a member of either the
House of Ormond or of Desmond®. The
v« monument 18 of exceeding beauty—it is,
- Indeed, considered the most beautiful in
Ireland ; but, unhappily, it has been much
injured, we were informed, by a party of
recruits, who, with their serjeant, were
marching through the village some twenty
years ago: the 1dle vagabonds, having nothing
better to do, employed themselves by battering the canopy, the pillars, and
the arches, with the butt-ends of their muskets.
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* The two great Irish antiquaries are at issue upon this subject. Mr. Petrie contends, that the mona-

ment is to the memory of Eleanor, daughter of James, the sceond Farl of Ormond, who married in 1359, by

the L‘il‘lﬂ'll I:':lm'l'ﬂ.'l!l:ﬂl:lr "._lh:l':ll.]-li1 the fourth Earl of I]ﬂll'lnlll]; while Sir William Betham * ventures to -H.II-H‘H;
that * the monument in question is not the tomb of the Countess

of Elizabeth, the daughter and heiress of Gerald, Ea
Earl of Ormond,

order and position,

of Desmond, or any of her family, but that

rl of Kildare, who was the first wife of James, the fourth

Tl.lil-. i“dﬂl'."d.l.“ hﬂ' H.lld'l. "':I'E!]ll'l"-'-l::. Il" :Iiﬂ]q:ul[i.:-.. ; -I:I” thie fl'l'-t"l:'h!"l:!'llli ﬂ.f' ATINS ArC 10 Fr!-['l:‘t

: Till’: Tl"l-l'_i"ﬂ.] arms of .F:fl'I-E'TII.I]lI Bliinw |}_|_|_- dl."!-fl"‘ﬂl.' of the ]h“h”. Ilrlill'.“ 'l]:“-" l"l:.nl:lg!'ﬂril-i-
the Butler coat is on the husband's side ; the Fitzgeralds on the Wili'e: ihe croes oin the Bust cemstchioon mig

be, and possibly was, intended to represent that of 8t. George. The lady,"” he farither observes, * to wham |

issign. this monument, died about the year 1400. The architecture is of that period ; and, as above stated,
the heraldry tells the tale exactly."’
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- We have devoted considerable space to deseriptions of the famous ecclesi-
astical structures of Tipperary county; first, because they rank among the
most celebrated and beautiful in Ireland ; and next because as we are passing
into districts where such relics are less numerous, and less conspicuous, we

shall not again have so much occasion for dwelling upon this branch of our
subject.

The only other towns of note in the county, are Thurles, in the northern
division, and Nenagh, in the north-west; the latter has been recently con-
verted into an assize town—an act of tardy justice—for previously, a “ summons
to court™ was the infliction of a grievous injury, involving, as it did, a journey
of nearly 140 miles.

Tipperary is an inland county ; comprising, according to the Ordnance
Survey, an area of 1,013,173 statute acres; of which 819,698 consist of cul-
tivated land, 182,147 of bog, mountain, and waste, and 11,328 are covered
with water. The population was,in 1821, 346.896: and in 1831, 402,363.
Its boundaries are, on the north, Galway and the King’s County ; on the south,
Waterford; on the east, the King’s and Queen’s Counties: and on the west,
Cork, Limerick, and Clare; its separation from the latter county being
effected by the Shannon and Lough Derg. It is divided into the baronies of
Clanwilliam, Eliogathy, Iffa and Offa, east and west, Ikerrin, Kilnemanagh,
Middlethird, Lower Ormond, Upper Ormond, Owny and Arra, and
Slieveardagh.

Although the southern division of Tipperary has been, at all times, rather
peaceable than disturbed, the northern district has long been notorious for its
state of 1msubordination. It is impossible for us to leave the county without
some notice of the lawless associations that have been, from time to time, the
bane of Ireland; checking the full and free flow of its healthy blood, and
tending most effectually to retartl its onward march in civilisation. We are
sufliciently aware that the subject is to be approached with extreme caution ;
for, unhappily, the evil, though of remote origin, still exists, and still receives
apology if not justification, and, indirectly, sanction if not encouragement, from
persons to whom the peasantry look for counsel, guidance, and sympathy *.

* We ask, is it possible that any compamtively unenlightened and unrefleeting man—especially if his mind
be exasperated by the infliction of a real or imaginary wrong—ecan read the following passage, from a speech
deolivered by Mr. O'Connell at a recent meeting of *“ Repealers *" in Dublin, without finding a ready excuse
for the crime of assassination he has either ecommitted or eontemplated >—* Mr, 0'Connell alluded to the

d¢jection of tenants in Ireland, and its consequences. He mid landlords were murderers, although they did not
use tho dagper or the musket, when they turned out their poor tenants with their families to starve. In his

opinion, it was a more cruel murder when the poor man and his wretched family perished by famine and typhus
YOL. M. .
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Arthur Young affirms, that “ no such thing as a Leveller or Whiteboy
was heard of till 1760, which was long after the landing of Thurot, or the
intended expedition of Conflans;” and he labours to prove, that Whiteboy
combinations were in no degree connected with the attempts of the Stuart family
to regain the crown of England. His Tour in Ireland was made in 1776, and

the three years following ; and about the same period Dr. Campbell, another
enlightened traveller, arrived at a like conclusion. But Arthur Young subse-

quently admits, that * they were heard of in the south under other names,

before Thurot and Conflans.”” Mr. Lewis, in his work “ On Local Disturbances
in Ireland * (published in 1836), expresses himself strongly to the same effect.

But that these 1illegal associations originated in the sudden scattering of an
army, half soldiers and half peasants, disbanded after the surrender of Lime-

rick and the termination of the war which gave the British throne to William
the Third, can scarcely, we think, admit of doubt. Mr. Crofton Croker,

who has devoted much time and attention to the subject, has placed in our
hands the results of his inquiries, and an immense mass of documentary

evidence in support of this opinion; they afford convincing proofs that
although no rebellious movement of importance in favour of the royal
exiled race appears to have convulsed Ireland, the “unbroken,” *sullen”

allegiance of that country, and the “tacit” conduct of the Roman Catholics
must not be understood as meaning that the Irish people were inactive in the

fover. Nobody had yet heard any account as to whom Lord Norbury was murdered by, He (Mr. 0"Connell)
believed it could not even yet bo proved that that dreadfil deed was done by one of that class ealled the

people.  Nobody had yet heard who had murdered Mr. Hall or Mr. Butler Bi yan. Those murders were
not worse than those committed by the landlord in turning out their poor tenantry., Hoth were murders.

It was the duty of the Repeal Association to put an end to both. What was the remedy ?  Was it the police
or the army?  Why, the police and army were on the side of the murderers, They aciually tempited the

landlords to commit murder with impunity. Were the police or the army any protection to the landlonds?
Why, it was in the parts of ihe country which were filled with police that the landlords who were murderd
had lived. He (Mr. O'Connell) stood there on the part of his country to put an end to that. To set his
face ngainst that destruetion of human life."” We cannot for a moment believe, that Mr. O'"Connell would
ecriously counsel murder; but he ought to know, that in cvery part of the country there are unprincipled
men willing and eager to construe his dangerous language into an metual warrant to murder, where a murder
had been committed * by the landlord in turning out his poor tenantry.'®  According, indeed, to the common-
sense reading of the passage, it is but * an eyve for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth.'” The unfortunate effect of
this specch, too, is greatly enhanced by the nature of the three eventas to which the speaker referred as illustrating

his case ;—both Lord Norbury and Mr. Hall were emphatieally good landlords—men who laboured for the

under circumstances that admit of less excuse or apology than the murder of Mr. Butler Bryan—the most
recent murder that has oceurred. Lot us picture a village demagogue—and there are few villages in the south

without, at least, one—canying to his elub the newspaper that contains the speech, reading and commenting
upon the passages we have quoted ; and telling the misguided persons over whom he has influence, that this
consalation to men who have m

urderod, and to those who intend to murder, is given to them by no less s
person than “ the Liberator,” the advocate,” the “ protector,” and the © regonerator *' of Ireland,
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support given to the cause of the Pretender, or that, though sullen and silent
spectators, they were indifferent to the result of momentous struggles for the

crown of England,

“ That the Roman Catholics of Ireland should have been Jacobites almost
to a man 1s little wonderful ; indeed the wonder would be were it otherwise.
They had lost everything fighting for the cause of the Stuarts, and the
conqueror had made stern use of the victory. But while various movements
in favour of that unhappy family were made in England and Scotland, Ireland
was quiet—not indeed from want of inclination, but from want of power.
The Roman Catholics were disarmed throughout the entire island, and the

Protestants, who retained a fierce hatred of the exiled family, were armed
and united.'

The severe laws against the Roman Catholics (now happily remembered
only as the “ Penal Code’") which followed the accession of William III. had
doomed that class of British subjects to such rigid restrictions as to property,
to the possession of arms, to education, to the exercise of their religion, even
to freedom of action in the ordinary transactions of life, and had placed them
so completely under the surveillance of Protestant landlords, that a combined

insurrection of any considerable extent could not possibly have been effected
by a prostrate and fettered body whose slightest action was watched with a

keen and distrustful eye.

Between France and Ireland the friendship which had previously existed
ripened into an absolute attachment, from the support given by the French to
the cause of James 11. ; and this attachment was strengthened by the emigration
of upwards of nineteen thousand men after the siege of Limerick, who left
Ireland with no other dependence than their swords, and whose subsequent
actions in the service of France and other countries established the military
character of Irishmen, and made the name of the Irish brigade famous in the
history of Europe *.

Within the last eighty years there was scarcely a Catholic family in
Ireland that had not relations or connexions in the pay of France and other
foreign countries. Many of these adventurers had risen to fame and fortune,

*= 4 Earope, at the close of the last century,”’ [1699,] says the Abbé M*Geoghegan, in the dedication of
his History of Ircland to the Irish troops in the service of France [17568]—* Europe was astonished to

Lehold your fathers quit the enjoyments of a fertile conntry, renounce the advantages which an illustrious
birth had eondowed them with in their native land, and tear themselves away from their posscesions, their
consanguinity, their friendships, and all that nature and fortune could render most dear. She was astonished

to see them, deaf to the offers of a liberal Usurper, follow the steps of a fugitive king, and seck with him in
distant climes fatigue and danger ; contented in their misfortunes, as it gave proof of their fidelity to their

t»l:lllllH!l'_l' minsters. s
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as the names of Sarsfield, O’Donnell, Nugent, Dillon, O'Reilly, Mac Carthy,
and others (* whose valour,” to quote the words of Swift,

—tt Siill remains
On French records for twenty long eampaigna'’)

sufficiently attest. For the Irish members of such families a foreign military
appointment was regarded as the surest road to honourable advancement, of
which under the severe pressure of the penal statutes there was no prospect
at home. The Roman Catholic clergy too were all educated abroad ; some

of them indeed scarcely spoke the English language, or with * difficulty and
reluctance,” although they had acquired the tongues of other countries fluently.

““The language, the literature, the manners, and the character of those
among whom the spring-time of their lives was passed (the words quoted are
those of a Roman Catholic writer*) had attractions which gained a per-
manency from the gratituade that mingled with their remembrance; and
many of them had advanced into years before they returned to the obscurity
and degradation to which they were condemned by their domestic tyrants.
Not a few renounced home and kindred, the scenes of infancy and endear-

ment, that they might enjoy liberty of conscience abroad, and have their
merits recognised and rewarded by strangers ; whilst they who returned to
their native country were obliged to wear out their days amidst a peasantry
ignorant through necessity and degraded because of their ignorance.”

Of this persecution, the impolicy was thus ably pointed out by the illus-
trious Edmund Burket. “The Roman Catholic clergy, concealed in garrets of
private houses, or obliged to take shelter (hardly safe to themselves but
infinitely dangerous to their country) under the privileges of foreign
ministers, officiated as their servants, and under their protection. The whole
body of Catholics, condemned to beggary and ignorance in their native land,

have been obliged to learn the principles of letters, at the hazard of their
other principles, from the charity of your enemies.” However sufficient the
reasons stated may have been to render the Roman Catholic clergy disaffected
towards the Hanoverian succession, there was another and a still more obvious
one, P‘fl'hﬂpﬂ not generally known, arising out of the circumstance that
promotion in the Irish Roman Catholic church depended on the nomination of
the Pretender to the Pope. The natural consequence was that, with scarcely an
exception, the Roman Catholic Priests in Ireland gave all the support in their

P’“‘TEI to the agents of him from whom their professional advancement was
derived or was to be expected.

L -|.
Rev. Thomas R. England’s Life nl'{:]"l,rnrj". + Speech to the Electors of Bristol, 1780.
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Until the Stuarts had abandoned all hope of recovering the crown of
England, and this does not appear to have been until some time after the peace
of 1763, the state of Ireland presented an anomaly scarcely to be explained.
Nominally part of the British dominions, she was actually in alliance with the
enemies of England ; and the opinion of Lord Chesterfield, in April, 1746,
with reference to the Pretender, is that of an able politician: “ Even the
manner,” said his lordship, * in which he (the Pretender), has been assisted
by those powers who encourage him to the attempt, must convince him, that
he has mow been what he ever will be, only the occasional tool of their
politics, not the real object of their care.”

From the year 1694, in fact immediately after the arrival of the Irish
Brigade in France, to 1760, when a body of French landed at Carrick-
fergus, and aroused England to the designs of France, a regular traffic was
carried on from the seaports of the south of Ireland, in recruiting the troops
of France and other nations. This traffic was then as notorious as the slave
trade of our times, and as difficult to check. Contractors for Irish recruits
undertook to supply a certain number of men, providing vessels for their
transport to France or Spain. The men they succeeded in alluring to embark
voluntarily were known by the name of * wild geese ;”* but failing to procure
a flock to the extent calculated on and bargained for, the contractors had
recourse to kidnapping, and forcibly carried off full-fledged young men, to
complete the number they had undertaken to provide. Both proceedings
were equally illegal, and several proclamations were issued by the govern-
ment on the subject of enlisting men for the service of foreign powers; but
although the agents of the contractors were sometimes detected and punished,
the principals generally escaped, owing to the secret countenance and assist-
ance given to them by powerful neighbours, the daring character of the
. contractors themselves, and the policy of the government, which, conscious of
its own weakness, dreaded to enter into a contest even with an individual who,
supported by his immediate dependants, was generally able to resist the small
body of military that could conveniently be marched against him, and might
possibly receive foreign aid®*. That such should have been the state of affairs in

* An episode in the history of the period—about 1750—exhibits so vivid a picture of the state of Irish
socicty, in which, to use a national phrase; ** the strong hand "' was resorted to on all ovcasions, that we avail

ourselves of Mr. Croker's permission to print it from his MS,

Morty Oge O'Sullivan was the head of a junior branch of the house of ('Sullivan Bere, and had been
a Captain of Hungarian Grenadiers in the Austrian service, but, on the death of his father, had returned to
reside on his property in Ireland. His residence was at a place ealled Inch, on the southern shore of the niver
Kenmare. Smuggling then as until lately prevailed to a great extent in that part of the country,and Morty
Oge took his full share of the risks and profits of the contraband trade. Un returning from one of his expedi-
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Ireland,not a hundred years ago, may startle the generality of English readers ;
nor will such surprise be lessened when it is asserted, that during the periods

tions, his vessel, a sloop or large hooker, was attacked by the revenue officers.  Morty and his party resisted,

and fired upon and killed some of the nssailants, and drove off the rest.
The Sheriff for the county of Cork at the period was a Mr. Puxley (the descendant of one of Cromwell's

officers), who had obtained large grants of land in Berchaven. He resided at Dunboy, near the site of the
ancient castlo of the ﬂfﬂn]]i'rln Bﬁrﬂ'.. in the ﬂﬂlﬂhbﬂﬂl‘hﬂﬂd of Hﬂﬂj’ ﬂﬂ'ﬂ. The defeated TeYCnue ﬁ;l_h H
to the Sheriff's house and domanded assistance. Though Puxley had surrounded himself with a body guand
in the persons of n number of Protestant settlers whom he had brought from Ulster, he did not think himself

strong enough to attack Morty Oge, but in the discharge of his duty had him outlawed. Morty as soon as he

became aware of Puxley’s proceedings sent him a challenge, and on the 8herifl"s refusing to meet him, declared
that he would force him to fight. Puxley bad been in Cork, and on his road homewards on horseback, having

his wife on a pillion behind him, and followed by a mounted servant, was met by Morty Oge, accompanicd by
one of his foster-brothers. They had been waiting his approach, at a forge not far from the entrance to Dun-
boy Hounse. Both Puxley and his servant had pistols, and Morty and his companion were similarly armed.
Morty stopped Puxley's horse, and saying that they were equally armed, called upon him to alight and fight
him, ndding that his foster-brother would fight the servant. This invitation to mortal combat was declined,
Puxley observing he would have nothing to do with him, at the same time endeavouring to pass him by,
and putting his hand to one of his own pistols. As he drew it from the holster, O'Sullivan fired and shot him
through the head. Heand his foster-brother then withdrew, and left the widow and servant with the body,
On the news of this affair reaching Cork, a purty was immediately detatehed to seize O"Sullivan, and a price
sct on his head., However, he was always accompanied by twenty or thirty armed men, and had his spies
0 posted, that he was casily able to remove in time before the military could reach him,  Several attempts
were made to eapture him, but ho always cither beat off or avoided the officers of the law, and continued for
some years to live in Berchaven (as it is termed) * on his keeping.™

The widow Puxley, who was indefatigable in her cofforts to avenge the slaughter of her hushand, at
length found means to corrupt one of Morty's sentinels ; and by his assistance a military party, sccompanied
by the armed FProtestant tenants of the late Sherifl, were enabled to surround O°'Sullivan’s house, Its garrison
wad then summeoned to surrender, but answered by firing a volley ; and a regular battle commenced.

During the engagement some of the soldiers contrived to get close under the wall of the house at the
rear, and were preparing to set fire to the thateh, when they were scen from a small window over their heads
by one of Morty's foster-brothers, who informed him of the circumstance. * Let me see,” said he, * whether
they are Ulster men or soldiers '  Having satisfied himself that they were soldiers, o desired that they might
not bo molested ; remarking, that had they been Puxley's Ulster men, he wonld have shot the whaole of them,
but did not wish to kill the * other poor devils who were fighting for their sixpence o day,' This plece of
generosity was fatal to him, for in & moment aftor these very men suceceded in setting fire to the thatch.

The battle, however, still continued until the house was nearly burnt, when one of Morty's foster-
brothers determined tosaerifico himself for the safety of the rest of the party. *Give me your gold-laced hat,
said he to his chief, * and 1 will rush out and fire among them and then endeavour to break through them.
They will take me for you and follow, and in the confusion you can all rush outand escape.' Accordingly be
made a sortie, with a ]lil-i-ﬂt in each hand, shot a man to the :|'ii|_"|'||'r and left, and broke '[]]rq-ui:]] the ranks of the
asmilants. All turned to pursue him, but he had not gone far before he was pierced by severnl bullets and fell.

The house now blazed so brightly that on coming up to the body, it was immediately known by the light
not to be Morty's ; and the party returncd just as he himself rushed forth. He fired two shots at them, and
fled by the end of the house towards the river Kenmare. Several shots were fired after him, without effect,
and in all probability he would have escaped, for he had reached a large farzo bush, which once passed would
have shut him from the view of the soldiers ; but instead of going on cither side of it, he made a jump
over, and while in the net received a ball through the body, and fell dead at the other side.  OF his garrison
two were taken, and the rest fled to the mountains. Morty's head was eut off and fixed on the jail of Cork.

- l::; mnf ttoncs marks the place where he fell, and another is piled on the spot where Puxley fell desd
¥
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England was most actively at war with France and Spain, vessels of both these
nations frequented the ports of the south and west of Ireland, taking in supplies
of water and provisions, quietly refitting when damaged, and in some instances
returning the civility shown to them by friendly entertainments to the inhabit-
ants ; although occasionally, when hostilely received or inhospitably treated,
exercising the power of fire and sword *.

There can be, therefore, no doubt, that secret and lawless associations in
Ireland originated in the disbanded troops, composed chiefly of armed peasants,
which, in the war between William and James, were termed Rapparees™—and
who were in fact, as the name implies, formidable bands of robbers,” whose
depredations the cessation of hostilities by no means terminated +.

In the course of twenty years the Rapparees were succeeded by the
Houghers—a degenerate race, encouraged, if not organized, for a political pur-
pose; and so long as their ebullition was allowed freely to escape into foreign
services, little of the evil humour of their Irish constitution was obvious. The
Abbé M‘Geoghegan states, from official documents, that more than 450,000

Irishmen had died in the service of France between 1691 and 1745 ; and Mr.

Newenham, who quotes and examines this statement in_his “ Inpuirv.into . the
Population of Ireland,” thinks “ that we are not sufficiently warranted in con-
sidering it as an exaggeration.”” When, however, the vent was interrupted—
when this drain of the Roman Catholic youth ceased, from the exiled family,
or from France, whose tools the Stuarts were, no longer requiring the services
abroad of the disaffected Irish, they were loosely held together at home by
agents in the pay of France, or speculators in expectation of being so, in the
event of future operations.

*® The system of recruiting for France rests upon unquestionable evidence, Captains Henry Ward and
Francis Fitzgerald were hanged and quartered at the Gallows Green of Cork, on the 18th of April, 1722, for
culisting men for the service of the Pretender. On the Oth of June, and on the 16th of July, in the same
year, Daniel Murpby and Patrick Sweeny were hanged at Cork for reeruiting for the Pretender. Theso trials
took place under a special commission. On the 14th of February, 1732, Captains Mooney and Maywick were
cxecuted at Stephen's Green, Dubling, for enlisting men for foreign service. On the 15th of April, 1749,
Dennis Dunn was executed in Cork * for enlisting John M*Fall to be a sergeant in the French army.” Two
other executions took place in the same city for a similar offonce, in April and May, 1752, In May, 1756,
Patrick Croncen was also exeeuted in Cork for a like crime.  Cases of the kind might be easily multiplied.

T We have entered at some length into this matter, beeause Mr. Lewis, in his work on * Loeal Disturb-
ances in Ircland,'” appears not to bave been sufficiently aware of the facts upon which we have grounded our
arguments. To his volume we shall agnin have occasion to refer. A more valuable publication has rarely
imsued from the press; there have been complaints that its tone is so liberal as to place upon it the stamp of
*“ party,"” bul his opinions are based exclusively upon facts; in his generous sympathy towards the Irish
peasantry he has been surpassed by no writer; he reasons so closcly, so clearly, and so justly, in reference to
their snd condition, and appeals with s0 much judgment aud sound sense to those upaen whom the ameliorn.-
tion of their condition must depend, that his book should be consulied by all who are willing to sacrifice pre-

conceived notions and impressions at the shrine of truth,
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Although, however, such associations did, we think, unquestionably origi.
nate in political motives, they very soon lost this distinguishing characteristic
— as vain and useless—and were applied to the attainment of objects more
certainly and directly within their reach. A brief space will suffice tq
notice the several ** socleties Whiﬂh, under their various distinctive names,
have, up to the present moment, to a considerable extent, succeeded in setting
the law at dehance.

The Whiteboys—whose origin we have derived from the scattered bands of
Rapparees, that succeeded the war of the Revolution—** began,” according to
Arthur Young, “in Tipperary,” and their aggressions were * owing to some
inclosures of commons, which they threw down, levelling the ditches ;" in con.
sequence of which, they were first known by the name of “ levellers.” This
opinion is borne out by Dr. Campbell, who says, ** The original cause of the
rising of the Whiteboys was this :—Some landlords in Munster set their lands
to cottiers far above their value; and to lighten their burden allowed com-
monage to their tenants by way of recompense; afterwards, in despite of
all equity, contrary to all compacts, the landlords inclosed these commons
and precluded their unhappy tenants from the only means of making their
bargains tolerable.” Both writers admit that * at last they set up to be general
redressers of grievances—punishing all obnoxious persons who advanced the
value of lands or hired farms over their heads,” going about the country
“ swearing many to be true to them, and forcing them to join by menaces,
which they very often carried into execution ;”” in short,  taking the adminis-
tration of justice into their own hands.” They were called “* levellers,” because
their ostensible object was to level the inclosures; and  whiteboys,” from
their “ wearing their shirts over their coats, for the sake of distinction in the
night * ;” the former title being obviously the first.

The operations of the Whiteboys were principally limited to Munster ; and

*® The general character of their proceedings may be gathered from the preamble of an Irish act, passed in 1775,
commaonly ealled the * Whiteboy Act,” which recites that, ** It has frequently happened of late years, in different
parts of this kingdom, that several persons calling themselves Whiteboys, and others, as well by night as in the
day time, have, in a riotous, disorderly, and tumultuous manner, assembled together, and have abused and injured
the persons, habitations, and properties of many of his majesty's loyal and faithful subjects, and have takes
i ““l carried away their horses and arms, and have compelled them to surrender up, quit, and lesve their
habitations, farms, and places of abode ; and have, with threats and violence, imposed sundry ocaths and solewn
declarations contrary to law, and solicited several of his majesty’s subjects, by threats and promises, to join with
them in such their mischievous and iniquitous proceedings ; and have also sent threstening and incendiary letters
to several persons, to the great terror of his majesty’s peaceable subjects ; and have taken upon themselves to
obstruct the exportation of corn, grain, meal, malt, and flour, and to destroy and damage the ssme when
intended for exportation ; and have also destroyed mills, granaries, and store-houses provided for the keepitg

of Eﬂ'l’l: w]:i-:-h, if not effectually prevented, must become dangerous Lo the general peace of this kinglom, ¢
his majesty’s government therein,"’
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they were continued from the year 1760 to perhaps the year 1775. In 1785,
however, they re-appeared under the name of Right-boys,” and in imitation
of their predecessors administered unlawful oaths, regulated the prices of land
and labour, opposed the collection of taxes, and especially directed themselves
to “the reformation of tithes.” Those who resisted were subjected to horrible
tortures ; their favourite punishment being to bury their vietim up to the head
in a grave filled with thorns and then to cut his ears off. These classes were
chiefly confined to the south ; within the same period, however, the north had
been placed in a state of insubordination by the “ Steel-boys,” and the * Oak-
boys.” The Steel-boys had their source thus :—An absentee nobleman of the
county of Antrim, holding vast possessions, resolved upon raising a large sum
of money by letting leases at small rents, but receiving large fines ; a consider-
able portion of the tenants were unable to procure sums sufficient to obtain
renewals, and * rose against the forestallers.” They said they would pay for
their farms in steel, and were called Steel-boys. The origin of the Oak-boys is
more curious :—7The public roads in Ireland were formerly repaired by the
*“labour of the householders.” Each householder was compelled by law to give
six days’ labour in the year. They complained, first, that the rich were exempted
from the work, and next, that “ the sweat of their brows had been wasted
upon private roads;" in 1764, they rose against the regulation, and from the
oaken branches which they wore in their hats were denominated Oak-boys.
In the next year the law was altered, and “ with the cause of discontent the
disturbance was removed.” The evil complained of by the Steel-boys being
also naturally of brief duration, both these illegal associations were easily sup-
pressed. The * Peep-of-day-boys * also originated in the north, about the year

785 ; and owed their title to their custom of visiting the houses of Roman
Catholics, at day-break, in search of arms ; they were met by a counter associa-
tion, * the Defenders,””—a name which explains itself. The latter from being
a defensive soon became an aggressive body ; and at length were partly dis-
solved and partly absorbed into the body of United Irishmen, till they were
finally lost in the more important movement that gave rise to the rebellion of
1798 ; ““since which time,” observes Mr. Lewis, “their society has been
revived under the name of Ribbonmen.”

Since the Union, however, a variety of other * societies,” under various
names, have existed in several parts of Ireland —independent of any avowed
political object ; thus we have had “the Thrashers,” in Connaught; which
became so formidable, that, according to the charge of Chief Justice Bushe, in
1806, the king’s judges could not move through the country upon a special
commission except under a military escort, nor a criminal be executed till a

YoL. 1. W
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general officer had marched from a distant quarter at the head of a strong force
to support the civil power ; the Terry Alts, in Clare; the Carders (so called
from the custom of flaying their victims with a wool-card); the Rockites: the
Moyle Rangers; the Paddeen Cars; and the Caravets and Shanavests *,
Now we do not hesitate to express our strong and decided conviction, that
of all these societies—including that of the Ribbonmen, the existence of
which at the present moment to an enormous extent and with an infinity of
ramifications no rational person can doubt—there has not been one that was

influenced by, or designed to influence, Religion ; but that the sole object of
their jurisdiction is—rLAND ; and that in issning their mandates, administering
their laws, and executing their sentences, no regard, whatever, i1s given to
the consideration whether the object of them be Catholic or Protestant, or
whether his politics be on the popular side or against it+.

In former times, unfortunately, the system too generally adopted by land.-
lords in Ireland was such, as to excite sympathy for the inflictor of vengeance,
rather than for the victim of it ; but, unhappily, now that the old custom of
“ clearing estates,” without care for the after-fate of the occupiers, i1s compa-
ratively a dead letter—belonging to history almost as completely as the Penal
Laws—we do not find that the terrible evil has in any great degree lessened ;
but that, on the contrary, the landowner who seeks to exercise a just and equit-
able right over his property—even where such exercise is beneficial to the
country and to those who rise against it—is as liable to the visit of the assassin
as the most inconsiderate, or unmerciful oppressor.

* The following is extracted from the report of a trial which took place at Clonmel, in 1811, before a
special commission. A man of the name of James Slattery was under examination. ** Which is the oldest
party 1" “The Caravets were going on two vears before the Shanavests stirred,™ % Why are they ealled Caravet ¥
—* A man of the name of Hanley was hanged ; he was prosecuted by the Shanavests, and Pauddeen Car wid
he wouldn’t leave the place of execution till he saw the caravet about the fellow's neck ; and from that time
they were called Caravets.”” ** For what offence was Hanley hanged #'"—¢* For burning the house of a man whe
had taken land over his neighbour’s head,** Hanley was the leader of the Caravets ' —* Before he was hanged
his party was called the Moyle Rangers ; the Shanavests were called Paddeen Car's party.” ‘' Why wer
they called Shanavests #'—* Because they wore old waistooats. '’

T Mr. Lewis has taken considerable pains to show, that % the absence of all religious hostility in the oul-
rages committed by the Whiteboys, is established by the most unvarying and unimpeachable testimony.” He
is borne out in his asseriion I'Ir the safeat .,u[hnri[ig-; Mr. Baron Fu!'l'.ef, Mr. E'[.,-I.;h.ur"m. Mr, Justice Ih':.'l
and a host of equally unobjectionable witnesses—all of whom state in nearly similar words, that * Raeligion
'8 totally out of the case; the outrages being inflicted with the most perfect impartinlity upon Catholies and
Protestants.™ A gentleman with whom we spent some days at Cahir, who has large property in Tipperary, and
particularly in the northern part of it, assured us of his entire conviction that if the most popular man in
Ireland were to take land in Fipperary and eject a tenant in possession, * his life would not be worth s month's
purchase.” A few years ago the brother of a Roman Catholic bishop was murdered. The two latest
murders wore of persons holding liberal opinions, and invariably acting with the liberal party; in fact, it

L
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In considering this melancholy and embarrassing subject, it should never
be lost sight of, that although in England a tenant who cannot or will not pay
his rent, and is therefore removed from his holding, may either become a day-
labourer or obtain land elsewhere, in Ireland the case is different. The
peasant has his “ bit of land,” out of which to procure the means by which
he and his family are to exist; during a large portion of the year he can
obtain no employment, and the potatoes he digs keep them alive until work
comes round. If deprived of it, he cannot, or rather dare not, seek for ground
elsewhere : for if he eject another holder, his doom is sealed. * Land is to
the Irish peasant (we quote from the evidence of Mr. Blackburne, the present
Attorney-General for Ireland) a necessary of life, the alternative being star-
vation.”” He reasons, that

“ You do take his life, if you do take
The means by which he lives ;™

and having been taught to believe that * the state is not his friend, nor the
state’s law,” he is easily persunaded, by men who have deeper designs to
answer than he has, that vengeance is but “ wild justice,” and that in com-
mitting murder he only punishes a murderer.

We do not hesitate to affirm—and our conviction is formed after visiting

nearly every county of Ireland—that the landlords who must be characterized
as bad landlords are now very limited in number. Public opinion and improved

habits, have equally wrought to produce an altered state of things; and the
* miuddle-men *—the evil productions of a long continued evil system—have
nearly, if not altogether, vanished from the country. Some details in reference
to them may not be uninteresting to our readers.

A middle-man was usually, in his origin, * one of the people,” who having
made money, took a farm, or an estate—rented a hundred, or, as was often the
ir:use, a thousand acres; the landlord in chief, generally an absentee, looked to
him alone for the payment of his half-yearly rent, and knew nothing whatever
of the condition of the cottiers who dwelt upon his estate; if we add that he

cared mnothing, as well as knew nothing, we shall not be far from the truth :
for while pursuing a course of pleasure in the metropolis—in Dublin, some-

times, but in London more frequently—he was far away from the sight of
their sufferings—

“ And wherefore should the clamorous voiee of woe
Intrude upon his car 1"

The peasantry badly housed, badly clothed, badly fed, were in no way necessary
either to his luxuries or his necessities ; the middle-man was always a punc-
tual paymaster, and he was the only person upon his estate with whom the
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landlord was brought into contact, or called upon to correspond. This middle.

man had to transmit to his employer perhaps three or four thousand pounds
—often more—every year. And how was he to procure it? First, his system
was to parcel out the estate into small bits—seldom more than two or three

acres to each, but generally averaging an acre. These *“ bits™ were invariably
let annually, and never on lease; the occupier, therefore, had no temptation

to cultivate the land. His slip of ground seldom bore any other produce
than potatoes; these were designed solely for the consumption of his own

housechold and the support of a pig, which, 1f it lived, and no unusual misfor-
tune attended the family, was * to pay the rent.” Of course, the land was let
at the highest possible rate, and to the highest or most thoughtless bidder

the middle-man had to pay the landlord, and to grow rich himself; as the
tenant was invariably in arrear, he was at all times in the power of the middle-

man ; and the putting on a new coat, the addition of a trifling article of furni-
ture, or the appearance of anything like comfort in or around his dwelling,
was a sure and certain notice that the bailiff would be ** down upon him ™ ere
the sun had set. This infamous system is, as we have said, almost at an end;
out of it arose the wretchedness of the Irish peasantry, and unhappily it origi-

nated a war between landlord and tenant, the effects of which have not disap-
peared with the cause *.

* The general want of employment, and the consequent anxiety of obtaining for their families the means of
even temporary subsistence, produced such an esgerncss on the part of the peasantry to get possession of
land, as to induce them to engage for the paymeént of a remt, which the crops, even under the most
favourable eircumstances, must have failed to yield. This circumstance was too frequently taken sdvas-

tage of ; aud the ultimate ruin of the miscalculating tenant was the invariable result. Land has, from these
causes, been let for double or treble the amount paid by the original lessee. The contmuct proceeded—the |
first year closed—a portion of the promised remt, perhaps the full value of the land, was fortheoming and
paid ; but an arrear was noted by the middle-man's clerk aguninst the defaulling tenant ; a second year pro-
gressed—at its termination, an addition to the arrcar was also noted—perhaps a third was permitted to expire;
this being dependent on the supposed value of the stock—the cow, the horse, the couple of sheep, and, of
course, the pig. When the arrear amounted to the supposed value of these, then came down the thunders of
the law to dispossess the unfortunate tenant, deprive him of the entire of lLis worldly goods and clothes, and
drive him, with his miserable family, to starve or beg by the wayside; the middle-man himsell being, in
most instances, the purchaser of the ** stock ** at less than half its value : for who at a public * cant’’ (auction ),
and under his own nose, would attempt to bid against his © honour ! "
b This is no fancy sketch; we have witnessed many such scenes as wo have here attempted, though very
inadequately, to pencil.  We will venture one picture a little more in detail, premising, however, that eur
!]'ﬂrtﬂ.ttﬂl"t' lins relerence Lo some t.'i‘i"'l'."lll'j" yCars ago. An I.EE-:] peasant, borne down h}' misfortune and suifer
Ing, appeared at the crear sman’s gate.  His litde all had, on the day previous, been submitted to the proces
of d:i‘h‘jm for rent; and what was the prayer of that aged man, as he presented himself at the close approxi-
:M:::b]:' winter, w'rifi SCArce a hg: to cover his attenuated form—what was his prl:l.j'ﬂr:" The reader mj'lhl'
I'arm rmi.:?.;.::?m w:ll: ]ITDI:H!-Illﬂ-I:I.l uf present inability, and promises of future re.imbursement, i'-lwuﬂﬁ"_lr
lltr]:f:unh plu:j.n“m possession of his miscrable calin, Not so—well he seemed to know the utter inutie
ings.  These extended not beyond the little heap of “ praties,”™ occupying one corner of the

cabi ‘
n, not now his—the result of his yearly toil, as the only resource of his famil y for the approsching wintes:
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. The poor peasant, therefore, who sees mo prospect but that of absolute
| starvation in the removal from his small holding, may claim sympathy from

the generous and considerate ; but it is sufficiently notorious that cases of this

And wo saw that aged outcast depart from the comparatively splendid dwelling of that hard man; his tears
descending in copious streams down his furrowed cheeks in the extremity of utter destitution. We bave

premised that this is no fancy sketch ; we will not introduce names in verification of §ts truth ; but we may
add, that many in the parish of Skull, in West Carbery, still live, who could not only sttest the general
accuracy of the picture, but add to it many more harrowing details. And that eruel and merciless despoiler
of the poor lived to accumulate enormous wealth—to be dissipated by his immediate successors.

We may add to this, another ancedote—premising that it owes very little indeed to our imagination.

We remember once passing by an Irish cottage on the estate of an abscntoe landlord, whose agent had
distrained for rent ; the family were of the very poor. A mother, whose husband was only recovering from
the *sickness,” as typhus fover is always called, staggered from beneath the doorway, not from any weak-
ness of her own, but from her efforts to support the wreck of whal had been, a few years before, the finest

: young man in the parish. She was followed by two little children, the small remnant of her family —three
' had been carried to the grave by the disease from which the father was recovering ; it was beautiful to
! sce how that pale, thin, deep-eved woman suffocated lier own feelings with the affection she bore her
husband. * Don’t ery afther the poor place, childre dear ; sure th' Almiglty is above us all,—and this last

. throuble has been sent in good time, whin there's not so many of us fo bear it. The could carth is heavy

| enough on Kathleen and Matty and Michael, but the throuble of this day would be heavier—for they were

made up of feeling. Bure, my darlings, if there's power given the landlord now, he'll not be our landlord in
the world above! The Lord be praised for that same ! Don't cry afther the pig, Ellen, nvourneen, what
significait?  May the little boy take the cat fwself, sir 1° nddressing the balf-tipsy man who hLad taken the
inventory of the contents of their miserable cabin. * Never heed it, my darlint, though to be sure it's only
patural to like the dawshy cat that lay in his bosom all the time of his sickness. Keep up, Michael," she

| whispered to her husband, who, overpowered by illness and mental suffering, resisted her efforts to drag him
Iint-:r the high road ; he glared upon the bailiff with the glare of & famished tiger, 8o famished that it has not
the power to spring upon its foe, impotent in all but the fierce and racking thirst for blood. * What nignifics
it P suro we'll be happier than ever—by'n bye,” she added, while the baggard smile upon ber lips was the

\bitter mockery of hope. *Come awny, Michael, I wonder that you wouldn't be above letting the likes of
them withou! a heart seo that you care about them or their goings on. Oh, where’s yer pride gono—that,
ind the silence together, put many a throuble over us that’s known enly te oursclves and the Almighty ;—
lessed He is! He knows the throubles of the poor, and keeps their secrels. Come away, Michael ! and
on’t let them tame Nagurs see that it's the woman that puts cournge in yo!'
But the peasant heeded her not—the home affections were tugging at his heart. He kept his eyes fixed
n the remnants of the furniture of his once comfortable cottage, that were dragged out previous to being
carricd away ; ho poioted to the potato kish which was placed upon the table—that indisponsable article in
which the potatoes are thrown when boiled, and which frequently, in the wilder and loss civilised parts of
Ireland, is used as a eradle for the * babby.'—* God bless you,” he exclaimed to the man ; ¥ God bless you, and
don't take that,—it"s nothing dul a kish, it's not worth bhalf a farthing to ye, it"s falling to picces —but it"s
more to me, homeless and houseless as [ am, than thousands—irs nothing but a kish, but my eldest boy
—he, thank God, that’s not to the foro to see his father's poverty this day—he slept in it many a long
night, when the eyes of his little sister had not gone among the bright stars of heaven, but were here to
watch over him :—if's nothing but a kish—yet many a time little Kathleen erowed, and held up her inno-
cent head out of it to kiss her daddy ;—if's nothing but a kish—yet many a day, in the midst of my
slavery, have I, and my wife, and five as beautiful children as ever stirred a man's hearl in his bosom—
.at round it, and cat the praytic and salt out of it, fresh and wholesome ; and whin 1 had my sixr blessings
to look on, it's little I cared for the slavery a poor frishman is born to =—it's nothing but a kish—but
it’s been with me full, and it’s been with me empty, for many a long vear, and i's used fo me—it knows
my throubles—for since the bed was sould from under us, for the last gale, what else had we to keep our
heads from the could earth I—For the love of the Almighty God, have mercy on a poor, weak, houscless
man—-don’t take the last dumb thing he cares for—sure il's nothing but a kish ?°
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ﬂe&ﬂﬁpﬁﬂn are now-a-days very rare; (1t 1s not even asserted that the three
latest murders, or indeed any of the appalling events that have occurred of
late years, have originated in such cause ;) whiIF:' to such a terrlihlﬂ extent, and
with such strength, has the disease spread, that in some counties no landlord
will venture to coerce a tenant into payment of a debt justly and confessedly
due ; still less to eject him from the land, of which he is either a careless
cultivator, or which he culpably neglects, to make room for a tenant in every
way desirable. “If any person imagines,” observes Mr. Lewis (page 279),
“ that the Whiteboy code is abrogated, whenever outrages are not daily

committed, let him ask the Tipperary or Limerick landlord, to what extent
he is a free agent in the letting of his land, and what would be the probable

duration of the life of a new tenant who violated the Whiteboy rules.”

To remedy so grievous an evil, to alter a state of things so ruinous, to
render the landlord and the tenant mutually dependent, there can be but one
way ; to destroy the Lawless Associations that actually control the country,
and which in the dark secrecy of their proceedings and the certainty with
which their orders are obeyed, vie with the ** Vehmic tribunals of W estphalia.”
But, under existing circumstances, to effect this object is next to an 1mpossi-
bility. Immense rewards have been offered to induce * approvers™ to give
evidence against the plotters and instigators to murder, without the smallest
effect®. Occasionally, indeed, they are procured ; but the “informers ” are,
almost invariably, so utterly worthless and depraved, that, unless their
testimony is corroborated by collateral proofs, juries cannot be found to convict
upon their evidence.

The worst feature in these outrages is that they are for the most part com-
mitted by men who have received no kind of injury from their victim ; whose
passions have been stimulated by no wrong ; and who are ignorant of every-
thing, except the name, of the person they are ordered to assassinatet.

God forbid that we should lead the reader into the error of believing that
the horrible system we have referred to is by any means general in Ireland,
or that it is promoted or encouraged by the better classes of society. The

* The amount offered in the case of Lord Norbury's murder was * £5000, and a hundred seres of land

in any one of Her Majesty’s colonies.” In that of Mr. Butler Bryan the offer excecded “ £3000, and
£100 a year for life,” to any informer who wonld prosecute to conviction.

T At a recent trial in Westmeath, where two men were
never had any misunderstanding with the deceased,
only three months a Ribbonman .

convicted of murder, an approver swore (—" |
I never spoke to him in my life till that night, 1 waa
I can tell where T was sworn in, and will if you like. I would not have
. Being ordered by the Society, there is no man in the country that 1 would
was often out on duty after I was sworn in. 1 was on Sunday out in sesrch

+ 1 was out more than one Sunday on the same business.”’ It is needlen

tot give a similar beating to,
of a wan, but I did not find him
to multiply instances.
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members of such societies are almost, if not exclusively, confined to the very

lowest orders ; although want or oppression may occasionally mingle worthier

men among them. It is, as we have stated, only in reference to “ Land
and matters appertaining thereunto, that the * legislation ** of such associations

1s directed ; and very frequently their proceedings are accompanied by such
startling traits of unselfishness, generosity, honesty, and justice, as go far to
strengthen the evil—by depriving it of much of its odious and revolting
character *. In fact, the natural ““ goodness”—the word expresses much—of

the Irish peasant is never altogether obscured ; and his worst crimes often
verge upon the best virtues.

In pursnance of our plan of illustrating the leading characteristics of
Ireland by the introduction of ““a story,” we intreat the attention of our

readers to the following—premising that it is but a very slight colouring of a
circumstance that actually occurred within our own knowledge.

At the foot of the magnificent mountain of Sleive-na-mon resided an
industrious and respectable young farmer, who had, for some time, withstood
all temptations to join the lawless associations that disturbed his native
county. His wife was remarkable only for extreme attachment to her children
and the “ bit of land * she had assisted her husband to cultivate.

John Magee, however, though not an enrolled member, was by no means
uninfluenced by the demon spirit of the period that stirred and blighted every-
where around him ; he had frequently listened, on Sunday evenings, to the
speeches detailed in sundry papers, which, while they set forth the tenant’s
“rights,” take no notice whatever of the rights of landlords, and seem quite
oblivious of the fact that no country can be well organized where the duties
are not considered reciprocal ; his wife would give ear also, though she seldom
understood what she heard. It is not easy for those who have seen to forget

the determined eagerness, the open-mouthed, intense, observance of a crowd
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