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Ordnance Survey of Ireland: Letters, Down
O’'Donovan, John, 1806-1861

Assorted letters and extracts relating to the history, folklore, antiquities and topography of the County
Down, with particular reference to its early churches, forts, abbeys and origins of its place names.

ill. 1834; 80p.

Disbound, conserved and boxed by the Delmas Conservation Bindery. Conservation funded by Atlantic
Philanthropies, August 2003.

32 cm (approx).
Includes outsize material.

Donated by the Ordnance Survey Office, 1861.
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[O'Donovan, John, 1806-1861].

Title page and Index to the Ordnance Survey Letters, relating to County Down.
1834

5p.
25 cm
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14 C 13/2

O'Donovan, John, 1806-1861.

Letter, to Lieut. Thomas A. Larcom, Superintendent of the Ordnance Survey, from
John O'Donovan, written from Belfast, in which he refers to his having secured
introductions to Doctors Mac Donnell, Bryce and Stewart and Dr. William Crolly,
bishop of Down and Connor.

15 March 1834

2p.

23 cm

Included is a transcription of Crolly's letter to the priests of the Diocese regarding
O'Donovan's work for the Ordnance Survey.
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14 C 13/3

O'Donovan, John, 1806-1861.

Letter, to Lieut. Thomas A. Larcom, Superintendent of the Ordnance Survey, from
John O'Donovan, written from Belfast, in which he refers to his difficulties in
getting the inhabitants of the parishes of Hollywood and Dundonnell to pronounce
the local Gaelic place names correctly.

18 March 1834

2p.

23 cm

Including are references to the religious tensions in the area, caused, according to
O’'Donovan, by ‘clever men who are well acquainted with the nature of the human
mind.’
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14 C 13/4

O'Donovan, John, 1806-1861.

Letter, to Lieut. Thomas A. Larcom, Superintendent of the Ordnance Survey, from
John O'Donovan, written from Lisburn, in which he refers to his discussions with
an elderly resident of the parish of Knockbreda, concerning the history, antiquities
and place names of the parish.

19 March 1834

2p.

23 cm

Included are references to religious tensions, the total decline of Irish and

destruction of the antiquities in the locality.
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14 C 13/5
O'Donovan, John, 1806-1861.
Letter, to Lieut. Thomas A. Larcom, Superintendent of the Ordnance Survey, from

John O'Donovan, written from Lisburn, concerning his discussions with a
Reverend Thompson, curate of Blaris, concerning the history and place names of
the locality.

21 March 1834

Included are references to his having examination of an old map of the Marquis of
Hertford's estate.
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14 C 13/6

O’Donovan, John, 1806-1861.

Letter, to Lieut. Thomas A. Larcom, Superintendent of the Ordnance Survey, from
John O’Donovan, written from Lisburn, concerning his discussion with Fr. Smyth,
parish priest of Lisburn, regarding the antiquities and place names of the locality.
21 March 1834

2p.

23 cm

Included are references to the Marquis of Downshire's gift of land to Fr. Smyth to
build a Catholic chapel and graveyard and Smyth's own thoughts regarding the
origin and purpose of round towers.
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14 C 13/7
O'Donovan, John, 1806-1861.
Letter, to Lieut. Thomas A. Larcom, Superintendent of the Ordnance Survey, from

John O'Donovan, written from the Hertford Arms, Lisburn, concerning the history
of Lisburn, with particular reference to place name and its part in the 1641
rebellion.

22 March 1834

3p.

20 cm

Included are references to his having acquired a local history titled 'Heterogenea'
by John Moore Johnston.
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14 C 13/8

O'Donovan, John, 1806-1861.

Letter, to Lieut. Thomas A. Larcom, Superintendent of the Ordnance Survey, from
John O'Donovan, written from Moira, Co. Down, concerning the history,
topography and antiquities of the parishes of Moira and Magheralin, with particular
reference to their ancient forts and raths, early churches and burial grounds and
the origins of their place names.

27 March 1834

4p.

23 cm

Included are references to the total decline of Irish in the area and O'Donovan's
description of the view from the townland of Ballymackeonan.
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14 C 13/9

O'Donovan, John, 1806-1861.

Letters, to Lieut. Thomas A. Larcom, Superintendent of the Ordnance Survey, from
John O'Donovan, written from Dromore, Co. Down, concerning the history,
topography and antiquities of Dromore, including its early burial ground,
monastery, rath and the origins of its place name.

28-29 March 1834

op.

23 cm

Included is a description of some of the most antiquities found and collected by a
Mr. Welsh, a stonecutter and artist of Dromore, a transcription of a poem, written
about his collection and his difficulties in securing an old parish register.
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O'Donovan, John, 1806-1861.

Letter, to Lieut. Thomas A. Larcom, Superintendent of the Ordnance Survey, from
John O’Donovan, written from Dromore, in which he describes his interview with
the Rev. Holt Waring of Waringstown, at which the Irish language, Irish antiquities
and the Waring family ancestors were discussed.

30 March 1834

Included is a reference to a report that 'the last Irish wolf was killed at
WI[arings]town in .... 1700.'
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O'Donovan, John, 1806-1861.
Letter, to Lieut. Thomas A. Larcom, Superintendent of the Ordnance Survey, from

John O'Donovan, written from Hillsborough, concerning his meeting with the

Marquis of Downshire.
31 March 1834

2p.
21 cm
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O'Donovan, John, 1806-1861.

Letter, to Lieut. Thomas A. Larcom, Superintendent of the Ordnance Survey, from
John O'Donovan, written from Banbridge, Co. Down, concerning his examination of
the 'Danes cast' at Scarva demesne, a cairn at Drummiller and a standing stone at
Glenloughan.

2 April 1834

2p.

32 cm

Included is a transcription from a letter from Gen. Charles Vallancy to Col.
Lushington concerning the topographical significance of the place name Scarva,
which forms part of the collection of James Myles Reilly, of Scarva House.
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O'Donovan, John, 1806-1861.

Letter, to Lieut. Thomas A. Larcom, Superintendent of the Ordnance Survey, from
John O'Donovan, written from Banbridge, Co. Down, in which he refers to his
meeting with clergymen from Magherally and Garvaghy, their pronunciation of
place names in Magerally, Garvaghy and Annacloon and their thoughts on the
accuracy of the survey work carried out by the Royal Engineers.

4 April 1834

2p.

32cm

O'Donovan refers to the absence of 'a single aboriginal native' in the district and
concludes 'l fear that | have spent too much time in the English and Scotch

districts.’
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O'Donovan, John, 1806-1861.

Letter, to Lieut. Thomas A. Larcom, Superintendent of the Ordnance Survey, from
John O'Donovan, written from Banbridge, Co. Down, concerning his meeting with a
Fr. McArdle, parish priest of Aghaderg, with whom he discussed the building of a
Catholic chapel in Loughbrickland, the decline locally of spoken Irish and the
absence of religious tension in the district.

5 April 1834

2p.

32 cm

Included are references to the McArdle's views on the priests emerging from
Maynooth seminary and a list of the Gaelic names found in the territory of Oriel.
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O'Donovan, John, 1806-1861.

Letter, to Lieut. Thomas A. Larcom, Superintendent of the Ordnance Survey, from
John O'Donovan, written from Newry, Co. Down, concerning the history and
antiquities of the barony of the Lordship of Newry, with particular reference to
origins of its place names.

10 April 1834

4p.

32 cm (i-iii); 23 cm (iv)

Included are references to his discussions with older inhabitants of Newry and
Donaghmore, to discuss the pronunciation of place names, and his meetings with
the local antiquarian and scholar Mr. Glenny.
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14 C 13/16

O'Donovan, John, 1806-1861.

Letter, to Lieut. Thomas A. Larcom, Superintendent of the Ordnance Survey, from
John O'Donovan, written from Newry, in which he describes his progress in county
Down, his examination of the muniments of the Marquis of Downshire and refers to
his intention of adopting the 'prevailing custom' with the spelling of place names.
13 April 1834
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