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[ TrusT I shall not be exposing myself to a charge of egotism if I
venture to state very briefly the origin and purpose of my work.

Brought up from childhood in my dearly loved county of
Cornwall, where—and nowhere more so—the love of the nafale
solum 1s the predominant inspiration of life, surrounded on all
sides, as soon as my rambles took me beyond the range of cultiva-
tion, by the monuments of a prehistoric past, many of which lay
on my father’s estate, and prompted to interest myself specially
in them by the fact that I had before me, not only the example,
but the actual MS. collections of my great-great-grandfather, Dr.
Borlase, whose book, the “ Antiquities of Cornwall,” is a classic
amongst works on Archaology, it was no wonder that the interest
of my life-—and, without an interest, of what value would life be ?
— centred itself on the elucidation of a subject to which I seemed
to be by nature called.

While yet at Oxford I commenced the exploration of the
tumuli and hut-villages in the western portion of my county, and
it was while still at Trinity that a conversation with my kind
friend, Professor Max Miiller, showed me the necessity of extend-
ing my researches to Ireland, the prehistoric antiquities of which
country are a counterpart of those of Cornwall, and filled me
with a desire so to do. “If,” he said to me, “you really intend
to go deeply into the question of Celtic antiquities, it 1s to Ireland
you must go.”

That the tendency of modern research, and the views I have
myself formed, is distinctly to decelticize the monuments of the
dolmen class matters not; the fact remains that although we
know not, nor ever can know, what the language was which the
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builders of the earliest dolmens spoke. the absolute Idenmy
the remains they have left us, and which time has been powe less

to efface, proves them to have been one and the same mple,
far, at all events, as the British Islands are concerned. N ﬁa .
therefore, to the ethnology of Ireland alone, but to that of G at
Britain as well, when brought into comparison with the Continent,
I trust that these volumes may be regarded as a ounu-ibuum.

In 1872 Mr. James Fergusson published his “Rude S
Monuments,” the most comprehensive work on the subject as yet
produced by an English writer, and owing to his courtesy, I hﬁ '.
many opportunities of discussing with him his views as to the j.f 3
origin, purpose, and date. Although I cannot endorse theﬂlewy 3
he propounded as to the comparatively modern origin of ﬁe*
entire series, | feel sure that in certain districts the type, the
mode of construction, and the cultus connected with the dolmen m-'
survived as late as the days of the Roman Provincials. Mr.
Fergusson was inclined to regard the dolmens as no mere tomhs
intended to be closed for ever, but as sacred shrines in which the
spirits of the dead were worshipped, and which were conslmded
with a view to being accessible to devotees. In this point
entirely agree with him, and I feel that the comparisons I venm '
to draw between the earliest Greek shrines and a certain type f
dolmen, as well as those between another type and the so-c: '-—”
“Beds” attributed to Christian saints, would have deeply in-

terested him. |

About ten years since, I embraced an opportunity of spmd
much time in Ireland, and, summer after summer, ever m T

have devoted to exploring some particular district. In t JJ
manner I have been able to visit personally, and to make “-—'.
and sketches of, a very considerable number of the monum ents
which will be found in the list or survey which forms Parth

my work. For the many kindnesses and practical as istan b,xl
have received during the course of these tours I shall ever

grateful. I desire especially to mention In this rﬁpect

Denham Franklin, the Hon. Secretary of the Cork Arch **
Society, Mr. J. W. Doherty, author of *“ Inishowen, all

connell,” and Lieut.-Col. Vigors, M.R.LA. ' :
During many months spent in the wildest portion of e
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north-west,—the coasts and islands of Donegal,—where my object
was the study of the physical characteristics of the population, I
received much kindness, which I desire to record, from the Rev.
Father MaclFadden, from the late Rev. Mr. Carson, from Mr.
John Williams of Bunbeg, from Mr. Neil MacCloon of Killibegs,
and others. Were I, indeed, to set down the names of all those
who have shown me hospitality and willingness to aid me in the
objects of my search from Fair Head to Cape Clear, I should
iind I had drawn up a list as long as my index itself.

The year and a half during which I made my head-quarters 1n
Dublin, for the purpose of copying all the references to archaology
and ethnology contained in the MS. Letters which O Donovan and
others sent to the Ordnance Survey Department, the MSS. of Mr.
John Windele, etc., was rendered doubly agreeable by the kindness
and attention I received at the Royal Irish Academy, the library
of which I was permitted to use with all the freedom accorded to
members, and in which elements are to be met with as charming
from a social as they are valuable from an intellectual point of view.
[ desire 1n especial to record my thanks to Sir ]J. T. Gilbert,
LL.D., F.S.A., thelibrarian ; to the Rev. Maxwell H. Close, M.A.,
the treasurer; to Mr. Robert Macalister, LL.B., the secretary ; to
Mr. G. H. Kinahan, C.E., to Mr. Reddan, and to many more, not
forgetting the genial assistant-librarian, Mr. J. J. MacSweeny,
who was ever ready, at the expense of time and trouble, to
discover for me any particular MS. I might require, as well as
to introduce me to any members of the Academy who, coming up
from the country to Dublin, could afford me information of which
[ might stand in need.

The only attempt hitherto made to treat the subject of the
dolmens of Ireland comprehensively was that of Miss Margaret
Stokes, who in 1882 communicated to the Revue Arcidologique a
paper entitled, “Carte montrant la distribution des principaux
dolmens d’ Irlande.” I am indebted to that most kind and
accomplished lady who, in addition to the above-named brochure,
has done so much towards the illustration of Irish Art and
Architecture, for placing in my hands a portfolio of drawings of
dolmens, some of which, hitherto unpublished, I have etched
and reproduced 1n my list.
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It gives me particular pleasure to be able to add the name
of Mr. W. F. Wakeman, M.R.I.A., author of * Archaologia
Hibernica,” to the list of those who have contributed to the
illustrations of my work. For sketches of several of the monu-
ments, also unpublished previously, I am proud to own my
obligations to his facile pen. As almost the only living repre-
sentative of the elder school of Irish Archaology of which George
Petrie was the father, and Sir Willilam Wilde so enthusiastic a
disciple, I should have felt that my work had lacked an essential
element had Mr. Wakeman not participated, as he has done with
that cordiality which charms all who know him, in giving to these
volumes that comparative degree of completeness which I trust
they will be found to possess.

I may add that Mr. Wakeman has made drawings for me of
all the urns, hitherto unpublished, in the Museums of the Royal
Irish Academy, the Royal Dublin Society, and the Grainger
collection now at Belfast. Had space and the limits of cost
permitted, I had intended to have appended these and other
tlustrations of Irish prehistoric fictilia to these volumes. This,
however, must be reserved for a future occasion, and for a work—
should T live to complete it—devoted exclusively to Irish art
in the Bronze Age as compared with that of other countries.

I next desire to ask my old friend Dr. William Frazer,
F.R.C.S.I., M.R.LLA,, etc. etc., to accept my grateful acknowledg-
ments for the kindly, and, I may add, enthusiastic interest he has
for many years past manifested in the progress of my under-
taking. In especial I thank him for permitting me, with the
most courteously accorded concurrence of Dr. Joseph Anderson,
Keeper of the National Museum of the Society of Antiquaries of P
Scotland, of which Dr, Frazer is an Hon. Fellow, to reproduce
some of the most typical examples of the drawings made by Mr.
George Du Noyer, of the sculpturings in the cairns at Loughcrew.
In the part devoted to 1 chnology I have also to express obliga-
tions to the published writings of Dr, Frazer. |

[ have now to offer to my friend Col. Wood-Martin, M.R.L.A.,
for some time the able and indefatigable secretary of the Royal
Historical and Archaological Society of Ireland, and the editor
of their invaluable Journal, the best apology in my power for the
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very large draft I have made on his goodness in permitting me
to use, in the case of the County of Sligo and a part of Mayo, the
published material he has so carefully collected in illustration of
the prehistoric monuments of those districts, in his work entitled,
“The Rude Stone Monuments of Ireland,” Of him it may be
said that he is the only Irish antiquary who, selecting the county
in which he lives, and with every field in which he may be said to
be acquainted, has compiled an exhaustive and richly illustrated
account of all the megalithic monuments it contains, many of which
he has himself explored. In thanking him for the many communi-
cations on the subject which he has sent me, I wish also to record my
acknowledgments to Mr. C. E. Jones, C.E.I., the County Surveyor
of Sligo, for the careful plan of a most remarkable monument in the
Deer-Park at Magheraghanrush. In respect to the Carrowmore
oroup, I have re-edited the description by Petrie, and 1n that case,
as well as in that of Lough Arrow, have reproduced from tihe
Ordnance Survey Letters the hitherto unpublished etchings of
that highly accomplished artist.

For my illustrations of the dolmens of Cork and Kerry, many
of which have been destroyed during the last half-century, I am
largely indebted to the MSS. of Mr. John Windele of Cork, as
also for much of the folk-lore relating to those districts. Although
in some cases the drawings are but rough pen-and-ink sketches,
seemingly taken on the spot, and therefore no fair specimens of
Mr. Windele’s skill as a draughtsman, I have reproduced them, as
far as I could do so, line for line, since, in cases where the
monument no longer exists, they possess, at all events, a general
value as indicating the type to which each particular one belonged,
and the only representation of it which can ever be attainable.

For notes and drawings of dolmens in Waterford, I have made
much use of papers by Mr. Du Noyer. Similarly for those in
the districts of Fermanagh, Monaghan and Tyrone, of the various
communications made to learned societies by Mr. Wakeman.
For many notices of those in Donegal I have turned to the lists of
prehistoric antiquities in those counties drawn up by Mr. Kinahan.
IFor the Counties of Down and Antrim my principal authority is
a paper on the subject of the dolmens of those districts by Mr.
William Gray. The volume of MS. Letters (Ordnance Survey)
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relating to Dublin has supplied me with much valuable informa-
tion collected by Eugene O’Curry with regard to the pre-
historic remains in that county. For the County of Kilkenny
[ express my indebtedness to the papers communicated in the
earliest years of the existence of the Kilkenny Archzological
Society,* to the Journal of that Society of which he was the
founder, by the late Rev. James Graves, with whom, many years
ago, I had the honour of corresponding on the subject of com-
parisons between the prehistoric remains of Ireland and Cornwall.

I have spoken of the e/der school of Irish archaologists.t |
now turn, both with gratification and with a deep sense of obliga-
tion, to what I may term the younger school—to those, that is to
say, who, treating Arch®ology as a definite branch of scientific
research, have applied the principles laid down by Montelius,
Lissauer, Cartailhac, and others to the works of antiquity in their
native land, and are prepared to show that in Ireland, as in
Scandinavia, the Bronze-Age art of the countries bordering on the
Mediterranean had its reflex.

I refer especially to the recent contributions to the Transactions
of the Royal Irish Academy, and the Royal Society of Antiquaries
of Ireland, made by two gentlemen, both of whom have honoured
me by their friendship and hearty unselfish co-operation,—I mean
Mr. George Coffey, B.A., M.R.I.A.,and Mr. T. J. Westropp, M.A.,
M.R.ILA. The formerof these gentlemen, devoting himself specially
to the decorative art displayed in the sculptures at New Grange,
Loughcrew and elsewhere, has given us with regard to the former
of these monuments by far the most comprehensive, exhaustive,
and well-reasoned treatise which has yet appeared, or, indeed, can

perhaps ever appear on the subject, accompanied by illustrations,

many of which (as also some plans of the Loughcrew remains) he
has kindly allowed me to introduce. To the appearance of the

photographs he has promised of the Loughcrew sculptured stones,
all those interested in the subject will look forward, since, while

the drawings of Mr. Du Noyer, to which I have alluded, and :
which I myself use, are valuable in cases where weathering has

——

=S o c———— o ol

" Aﬁerwar_{ls the Royal Historical and Archacological Association of Ireland, and at present _.
the Royal Society of Antiquaries of Ireland.

t What may be termed an ““ archaic” school was represented by Vallancey, ete., etc.
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obliterated any of the ancient marks, the exactness of photo-
oraphic reproduction will give to Mr. Coffey’s illustrations an
interest and value not otherwise to be obtained. I may mention,
also, that Mr. Coftey informs me in a recent letter that he has
discovered other and hitherto unknown sculptured stones at
Knockmany in the County of Tyrone, a description  of which we
shall await with interest. |

To Mr. T. J. Westropp I am very much indebted for the
assistance he has so cordially rendered me in the case of the
monuments in the County Clare, for all the illustrations of which,
except those from my own pen, I have to thank him, and I may
add that, from an artistic point of view, they are some of the best
the work contains. Mr. Westropp has, however, devoted himself
principally to describing and illustrating the prehistoric stone
fortifications of Clare, and to comparing them with Continental
examples, and especially with those in the Danubian districts.
For myself, I am disposed to think that no branch of archezological
research 1s more valuable, or more likely to be prolific of im-
portant results to ethnology than this. The question of early
racial movements from north-west to south-east and wice versa
across the face of central Europe is one to which I frequently refer
towards the close of these volumes. Students of archaology in
(Germany have for some time recognized the value of the camps
as 1llustrative of the directions such movements have taken, and
Mr. Westropp'’s careful plans, accompanied by drawings of typical
portions of masonry, not only opens up new ground for research,
but brings his native island into the sphere of comparison, and
thereby may lead to the recognition of ethnic affinities in the far-
distant east which have hitherto been mere matters of conjecture,
unsupported by evidence, and dismissed by critics as wholly
unworthy of credit.

Before leaving the subject of the help so unsparingly ac-
corded me, as will have been seen, by those in Ireland who are my
tellow-workers in these branches of research, I wish to express
to the Rev. Maxwell H. Close, M.A., the treasurer of the
Royal Irish Academy, my thanks for the careful estimates he
has obtained for me of the weights of the covering-stones of
the principal dolmens. I wish also to bear testimony to the
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unvarying courtesy shown to me, whenever I have visited the
Museum of the Royal Irish Academy, by my esteemed friend
Major MackEnery.

Passing from Ireland to London, in order to complete the com-
parative portion, or Part I1., of my work, I have continuously made
use of the Library of the British Museum—the only place in
Europe, perhaps—where I could rely on finding each and every
work required for a subject so wide in range. The authorities of
which I have made use it is not necessary that I should here
specify, as, either in the text or the footnotes, references are given
to them all. I hope it will be found, as I believe is the case, that
I have not borrowed a single statement for which I do not give my
authority, nor made use of a single quotation which is unacknow-
ledged. In this portion of the work coincidences in structural
detail are pointed out in Britain (Cornwall especially), in the
several countries bordering on the Baltic—Scandinavia, Denmark,
and the North-German Provinces. Examples in the Elbe districts,
in Schleswig and Holstein, on the coast of Holland, in France,
Spain, the Islands of the Mediterranean, North Africa, Palestine,
the Caucasus, and India, also furnish other and sometimes very
striking points of similarity. Illustrations of these will enable
the reader to notice the resemblances at a glance. No archao-
logical authority of eminence at home or abroad has been over-
looked in the preparation of this section of the work, the object
of which is to make Archaology subserve Comparative Ethnology
in tracing the movements of tribes and races in prehistoric times.

Interspersed through Part II. will be found essays, prompted
by some incidental allusion, upon the subjects of * Cannibalism
and Human Sacrifice,” the ““ Iberian Hypothesis,” the “ Divisions
of the Bronze Age as laid down by Montelius,” “ The Dolm';
considered as a Shrine, and compared with Heathen Temples and
Early Christian Structures,” “ The practices of Inhumation and
Incineration,” etc., etc.

In Part III. all scraps of folk-lore, legend, or tradltlo
attaching to the Irish monuments have been collected, and th
again, compared with those pertaining to megalithic remains |
other countries. For this section the MS. letters of O’ Donov 1,
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in the Royal Irish Academy, have proved especially valuable.
LLarge portions of these are here edited for the first time.

Feeling that the only true test of race was to be found in
Anthropology, I devoted myself to a protracted and careful study
of this branch of science from the comparative point of view, in
order to discover, if possible, the ethnological affinities of the
dolmen-building people in Ireland with those in Britain and on
the Continent. The results of this study occupy Part IV. To
this portion—since some of the traditions of the Irish which reach
us from writings in the Middle Ages profess to deal with early
immigrations—I have added a concluding essay upon the possible
bearing of such traditions upon events taking place on the Con-
tinent in the early centuries of the Christian era. It will be seer
that in differentiating the inhabitants of Ireland, in regard to -
certain elements in the population, from the Anglo-Saxon or
purely Teutonic element of the neighbouring island, I incline to
what Pritchard terms the “Sarmatian Hypothesis,” and am pre-
pared to accept a theory of immigration from countries further
east than those from which the new population of Britain pro-
ceeded. Such immigrations were, I believe, both precedent and
subsequent to the Hunnish invasion of the Roman Empire,
while racial connections between the inhabitants of the south-
eastern shores of the Baltic and the early population of the
British Isles may, I think also, have been established in
periods far more remote.

By far the most perplexing question which I have encountered
1s that of assigning, however indefinitely, any even approximate
date for the introduction of the Celtic language into the British
Isles.  With a boldness which I confess may be rash, I state my
belief that it may have arrived there as early as the best period
of the Bronze Age as estimated by Montelius (see p. 5235). It
was not, therefore, the language of the earliest dolmen-builders,
but, having become rooted in the islands, it became, in Ireland
especially, the language both of the more primitive inhabitants
on the one hand, and of immigrants on the other,-—who,
pouring in from the Baltic and the German Ocean, took up their
abode on Irish soil. In the most archaic form of it known to us
it appears in the ggams, many of which may be pagan, but none
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of which can well be ascribed to an earlier date than the second
century A.D. This form of writing I regard as probably T'eutonic
in origin, and as bearing to the »unes of Scandinavia a relation
analogous to that borne by the Irish system of mythology to that

found in the Norse sagas. _
For the views expressed in this section I am entirely and
solely responsible ; and, since they are to some extent novel, but
have been arrived at without bias, and after great research, I
desire that, in fairness to myself, they may be judged as a whole .
and regarded as simply tentative. |
For assistance received at the British Museum, I must first
and foremost tender my thanks to Mr. George Frederick Barwick,
B.A., whose knowledge of Germany and German works has been
of the greatest use to me, and particularly valuable since it has._
enabled me to introduce comparisons with German megalithic
remains—some of them more closely similar to Irish examples
than those in any other district in Europe—which had been either
unknown to or ignored by Mr. James Fergusson, and no account
of which has previously appeared in the English language. |
To my friend Mrs. Salmon I also beg to be allowed to tender
my thanks, as also to Mr. Pollard, to Mr. Miller, to Mr. Naaké, to
Mr. Bain, to Mr. Anderson, and others, for their help in giving me
references and explaining uncertain points and passages in the
many languages through which my subject has carried me. To
my old friend, Mr. Henry Jenner, I am indebted for many a useful
hint, and for relieving me, on occasion, of the desperate monotony
incidental to correcting proof. | |
And here I would wish to express my appreciation of the
assiduity and attention of the officials of the Library of the British
Museum in general, and in particular of that which I have ex:

I

perienced in the “ Large Room,” from Messrs. Adlam and Eddon,
who, by their readiness to oblige, never allow a reader, however
many works he may require, to feel that he is giving trouble.

With regard to the very numerous illustrations in the work,
accord my best-thanks to Mrs. Furnivall for a large proportion 0
the etchings, and for the two coloured plates with which het
skill has enriched it. In the case of the former, they are mostl)

copies of prints, drawings, and photographs, re-drawn for productior

e
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by the zincographic process. Those for which I have to thank
her may mostly be identified by a small AF in the corner of each.
FFor the reproduction of these and of the other illustrations, I
wish to express my satisfaction with and appreciation of the work
of Mr. James Hyatt, of the Studio, 47, Great Russell Street, W.C.
In finding the necessary volumes in the British Museum from

which plates have been copied, he has been assisted by Mr. E. |.
Byard.

In conclusion, I offer beforehand my apologies for the short-
comings of my work, of the existence of which no one can be
more sensible than myself. The comparative scheme which I
have followed out has necessitated here and there short repetitions
of detail; while, despite the utmost care, where so many proper
names and unusual terms occur, some there must needs be,
which, when discovered, must plead their author's cause ftor
pardon.

WILLIAM COPELAND BORLASE.

Library of the British Museum,
April 5th, 1897.



N B.—For a few additional notes to pp. 211, 302 (also 299-301), 673674,
1080, 1130, and 1156, on the subjects of (@) an urn from Loughry, (%) ,1
chambered tumulus of Annachochmullin, and the circle at Wattlebridge, (¢) the
Cassiterides and the sources of tin in Western-Europe in the Bronze-Age, (4) Magh
Kedni, and the Kyzini, (¢) the “Round Tower” at Bolgari, (/) Timina ciy
the reader is referred to the portion of Vol. iii. immediately following the Index.
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