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PR E F ACE. 
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NISMURRAY lies four miles from the coast of the 
county Sligo, open on the west and north-west to 

the full force of the Atlantic waves. Like so many 
other islands round Ireland, it is the site of an early 
religious establishment. Saved by its ocean walls from 
ordinary marauders in former times, and from the 
wanton tOUl'ist of to-day; singularly free, as we may 
judge from the few notices in the annals, from the 
attacks of the Northmen; occupied by a small per­
manent population honouring the memOl'ies of its 
antiquities; Inismurray has retained a larger number 
of examples of primitive Irish Art than perhaps any 
other early Christian settlement in Ireland. Petrie 
placed this island first among the typical examples of 
our primitive Ecclesiastical l'emains. O'Donovan de­
scribed its ruins as "perhaps the mo~t perfect Cyclopean 
ruins in the world." And Lord Dunraven, after his 
exhaustive study of Early Irish buildings, says, that 
"the group of ruins here offers the most characteristic 
example now in existence of the earliest monastic 
establishments in Ireland." 

GABRIEL BERANGER visited the island on the 24th 
June, 1779. His interesting account of his visit may 
be found in the Society's Jou1'nal, 1870, pp. 131-6. 
Beranger treats more of the people than of the antiqui­
ties. "There is an Abbey, as it is called," he says, 
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. : y ry rud a hUl'ch and 0 her old building', 
'aid t o have b 11 l' cted by . roIn 'h and . olumb-
kill · th fiIYUl' or tatue in wood 0 the fir t they 
bav th r in a c 11 and bav daub d him all oyer 

i h r paint t o mak him 10 k band orne. 1h-. 
BiO"arry de' 'l-ibed hi· holiue ' upon the pot. They 
bav many tmdition ' which w re all O'n hared in 
hi h by u1' interpret l' and filled OUle page of 

, 
pap r. · 

nhappily 11 ith r th drawing of th tatue nor 
th ill erpr t r" note' f th h'adition' ar forthcoUlin 0' • 

• or ar 13 rnn IY r' d.rawin tr · f th Abb y and the 
burch nor hi pI 11 which he her te1ls he 

made. Th r i how v r n k teh of a well- hnped 
Iour-hamll d meth l' which a cu:inkin IY 

cup. 
ran IY r' plan i. n doubt that publi hed by 

"'\ allnnc y on la v. in bi vindication of Iri 11 
Hi.tory ( ollcctan a ' vo1. iv. ublin r 6). T he 

la al ' contain a vi w f one of th altar sur-
r und d by a low rectnnQ'Ular wall without opening' 
and wi h an irreQ'Ulnrly conical . tone l-i inIY froID th 
altar. 'I hi repre ont ono of the tatioo probably 
the rent 'tation of the Trini ty. T his Plato is re­
produced by ro '0 in hi. ' Antiquitie of Ireland," 
vo1. ii., Plnte 121 and 122, facing pago v. 

V ALU.'CEY, who does not eem t o have vi ited 
1ni. mun'ay him elf, de cribe (" ollectanea" as above, 
p . 212) the bee-hiv cells as arti£cial caves for the wor-
hip of :fuidhr, or the un , £1: m which the i land, 

h e say , take it n ame, I nis Muidhr, or Inis Murra. 
H Cloch reine, 'un-stone, or Muidhr," he adds, "i 
still remaining in its most perfect state, being a conical 

, • 
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pillar of stone, placed on a pedestal surrounded by a 
wall to preserve it from profanation. This is the 
Mvopo~ of the Greeks, and the Mahody of the Gentoos." 

In the description of the Plate given by ValIancey 
{CC OolIectanea," vol. iv., p. 220), which he calls" The 
Plan of the Temple of the Monument of Muidhr, in 
the Island of Innis Muidhr, now Innis Murra off 
Sligo"; the walls are said to be "built without 
mortar of large stones; the wall from five to ten feet 
thick, and ten feet high." 

O'DONOVAN'S visit was made in July, 1836. He 
has recorded his experiences in a long letter preserved 
in the Ordnance Survey Oollection, in the Royal Irish 
Academy. He wrote from Sligo, July 8th. "Having 
often read about the famous wooden God, Father Molash 
of Inishmill'ry, I was driven by irresistible curiosity 
to make a pilgrimage to his shrine." He then, with 
much vigour, attacked certain l'eligious writers who, he 
ays, misrepresented the nature of the veneration offered 

by the islanders to this image. He was especially wrath 
at the notice which had appeared in a recent Magazine. 
He continues;-

• 

"Huving said so much upon this image, which is to me a mystery, I 
shall next proceed to describe my jomney and the ruins on the island, 
which are the most perfect Cyclopeau remains perhaps in the world. It 
is astonishing how preachers, and ignorant uneducated rascals of thut 
description, have been able to say so much about the figme of Molash, and 
pass over the most cmious remains of antiquity on this island, which will 
yet attract the notice of men of ?'eallearning and true piety, when hypo­
critical cant shall be condemned as a science having a worse t endency 
than phrenology, and Molaise's image preserved as a curious specimen of 
the art of Mo-Gop.l 

On Wednesday morning' we got up at 4t o'clock to secure a seat on the 
coach to Grange, a small village about eight miles from Sligo and one-and 

I Written in another part of the letter, 111 0 sob, the nrti zl1.n . 

• 
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a-half mile east of the nearest coast to Inish-Murray; but being able to 
procure only one seat I was obliged to leave 0' Conor in Sligo, and proceed 
alone to Grange, where I al:rived at 7 o'clock. Hero I met a labourer 
whom Lieutenant Chaytor had sent thither the evcning before to guide 
me through the country. After some time we procured a boat and four 
yery wild men to feITY us across. And indeed it was not without diffi­
culty, for when they obsen-ed that I was determined upon going across, 
they were determined to take as muoh money out of me as they could, 
there being no other boat within tlnee miles of the place. They ferried 
me across in one hour and twenty-five minutes, a distance they say of nine 
Irish miles; but it is not so much." 

He paid his first visit to the schoolmaster, a recent 
intl'oduction, and the only person on the island who wa 
a Protestant, or was not a native. 

"The islanders, how e,er, say and believe that they haye not had a 
day's luck since he first came among them; that the land has lost thnt 
fertility which distinguished it dUTing the golden age, when they had no 
schoolmasters, and when a risit from the priest once in the three months 
was sufficient to teach them all the circle of their duty to God, to t. 
Molaise, and to one another; that the atill refuses to give the usual 
quantity; that fishes have forsaken their shore; in short, that the island 
and its 102 inhabitants have felt the withering influence of his presence. 
And it is not improbable that the effigy of St. Molaise made some 
signs of its prototype's displeasure on the landing of this strange 
character, who was to prevail upon them to send theu' children to 
learn how to read their prayers, and thus destroy their memories . 

• • • • • • • • 

There are 102 inhabitants, reckoning men, women, and children, on 
this island. They arc of indolent habits, and are supported by illicit 
distillation. The inhabitants of the neighbouring shores supply them 
with barley, potatoes, and other articles of food for the stomach and the 
BtitZ, for which the islanders give them in return a defined quantity of 
Ulrce beata. There is but a small portion of the island cultivated, the 
people being so very indolent, and depending altogether for support up!m 
the produce of the still and the success of 0. few fishermen. The revenue 
police, however, sometimes circumvent them, and reduce them to a 
woeful state by seizing upon large quantities of the mOlJntain dew. Yet, 
notwithstanding the danger, they will continue to distil and invent new 
methods of evasion . . . . 

'l'here are five family name!! on this island, yiz. O'Heraghty (not 
Geraghty, as is generally said), O'Hart, O'Cun-et, Ilrady, and O'Iloyle, to 
which add O'Ilrien, their teacher. It is said that fifty years ago thcy 

-
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"Were the most peaceable people in the world. At this time they had no 
stills, but lived by fishing and tilling the most fertile spots of the island ~ 
at which time no rn01tSe was seen on the island. After the introduction 
of the civilised practice of distillation (that ir1'itarnenturn rnalorurn, the 
discovery of which is attributed by Boerhaave to Paracelsus) the islanders 
began to quarrel and to commit Cl;mes displeasing to God and St. Molaise. 
and one of · them went so far as to stab his neighbour's mare. This is. 
about fifty years ago, and the natives of the island, and of the neighbouring 
shores, who frequently visit them, assert that the first rnouse ever seen on 
the island was observed coming out of the carcase of this mare. 

Now, I come to the heart's blood of my subject, viz . the ruins on 
Inishmurry. 

1. It contains the ruins of a large Pagan CASHEL of wonderful cli­
mensions, and enclosing several ancient houses, penitentiaries, and 
churches, which I conceive to be the work of later ages. The most 
curious feature in this cashel is a perfect cyclopean doorway, spared by 
the hand of envious time and protect ed by the superstitious yeneratil)n .)f 
the native, against the fury of the religious zealot and the savage lIt! . ~ 

tarian, to indulge the madness of the antiquarian! I viewed this 1001' 

with great veneration, looking upon it as a work more than 2000 ye rs 
old, and as existing long before the most enthusiastic patron of F erns 
placed his ecclesiastical establishment inside it. It also brought so 
strongly to my recollection the less perfect ruins of Aileach, that I 
iDlmecliate1y set it down as probable that there may be yet discovered in 
Ireland a perfect specimen of a pagan Cashel. This door is about 6 feet 
2 inches in height, in breadth 4 feet, and thickness of the wall 7 feet 
6 inches. It is closed at the top on the outer front (pop'oopor) by a 
yery beautifnl flag-stone, measuring about 6 feet by 2 feet by 4 inches; 
on the illDer front by a similar one, and in the middle by others of the 
same length, but of less regularity of shape. The Cushel itself is much 
more extensive than that of A.ileach, and contains much more remarkable 
features, but as you can send a more expert cu-aftsman to make a plan of 
it, I shall only gi,e such clirections as I conceive will send him on the 
right scent for inquiry. 

[Rough sketch of dOQ1·way ·l 

No cement appears; 
the work is tottering; 
it bears all the marks 
of most remote antiquit.y. 

Thc greatest height of the wall, 15 feet . ~l.'his will give us a tolerably 
correct idea of the original height of the Cashel of Aileach. 

The stones were evidently those on the shores of the island, which 
can be easily quarried and separated into such blocks as compose the wall 
of the Cashel. 

Within this Cashel are several small churches and houses . 
[Rottgh plan of b2tildings in Casllel, to which the t'eference letters .in tl/(t 

following doscnption t·efer. ] 

• 
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a. [Chamber marked onpZan as llOThoe in t1)aZlnear Tool'ybreYI~ill.J-
A. cavity in the wall, supposed by the natives to have been a place of 
pllllishment and confinement. I expected to find a gallery leading from 
this through the thickness of the wall, but there is none. 

b. [ IJuor Ul DreunOllr--Toorybr eynill. ] A. small stone house, 
constructed exactly like a beehive, about 15 feet in height, and exactly 
like the stone houses of A.ran described by Mr. Petrie . It is called by 

• 
the natives, IJuor Ul breunOlL, 1·. S. O'Brenal's Tuar 01' :Jaws!". 

c. A. Rmall stone church, called IJeompuLL-nO-vOlTIlO, i.e. the 
Church of the Fire. There is a flag-stone in the floor of this little 
church, called leoe no t:;OlTIlO, on which, it is said by some, fire was 
always kept lighted for the use of the islanders, but other say that 
whenever the Dxe went out on the island a sod of turr or a piece of wood 
was brought to this flag, to which, as soon as it was applied, it took fire! 
:Not many yem's ago (if oral tradition can at all be depended upon), a 
Protestant had the profane assurance of defiling this flag ... but lo! the 
pure Molaise implored his God to work a miracle to confOlllld him and 
his companions, for a supernatmal fire, issuing forth in swelling flnmes, 
caught his flesh and penetrated to his marrow, so that he was consumed, 
to the horror of his companions, who bad accompanied him thither to 
insult and destroy the sacred ruins of the saint's churches and places of 
mortification! 

d. [SOlpeL m OLOlre the Teach Molaise of Mr. Wakeman J. A. 
small stone church, which tbe natives use at present as their cbapel. 
In tbis is treasured up with great veneration the famous wooden figure of 
tile saint, which has been reported by canting bypocrites as worshipped 
with divine adoration . Of this see "Protestant Penny J oUl11al." In 
this little cbapel were seyeral tombstones with inscriptions, but they 
have been all destroyed except onc, which nobody succeeded in reading 
before me :-

Pray for Muredach 
-

OR 00 rnupeooeh 
grandson of Comocan 
hu Chomoeam 
he sleeps here 

h lC oorm1c 
• 

Another small stone, beautifully ornamented with a cross, is in­
Ecribed :-

-OR Do P ... 

but the rest of it is seen in fragments scattered about the chapel. 
It is probable that the above Muireac1hach is the person from whom 

the island took its name of 1TIlr m Ulr eooOl(5, in8~tla MUl'cdacl!i, but 
this we shall be able to ascertain hereafter from various SOUl'ces. 

e. [ iJeompu LL no opeop J. Ruins or a stone ehapel, built with 
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-cement, and evidently the work of later times. It is called ueompuU 
no lj pe 0'[1 , i . e. the o7!wl'ch oftlllJ men, to eontraclistinguish it from another 
·ehapel of similar construction lying outside the Cashel to the east, and 
calledueompuLL no mbon, or, the cl!zwcl! of the women. In the former 
men only were interred, and in the latter, women only, and the islanders 
believe that if a man should be buried in ueompuU no mbon he woulcl 
be supernaturally removed in the night to ueompu Uno ljpeo'[1, a 
thing which frequently took place in the recollection of tradition. The 
real llame of U. no ljpeop is ueompuU mOL011'e, or Church of St. 
Molaise, and U. no mbon, ueompuU nlU1pe, or the Church of the 
n. Virgin Mary. 

f. .,A small stone house, constructed like a beehi,e, and called u po t on 
0'00'[1150011', i.c. the Lent Tralwn, or place of prayers, lide b. supm. 
The nati,es say that the word (;poton signifies a place where the monks 
sung their (;'[1oto, or vespers. 

Cln opeom 00 oleoo(;oo oljelt conoo no O-(;poto 
Cln opeom mooL 00 (561L 00'11 0'[10'000. -

I think, however, that it is a corruption of uup'[1dn, and means a ~,ttle 

towel' . The present prollunciation is U'p011 . In this I am borne out by 
-Guo'[1 Ul b'[1eun01U, where the word appears in its primitive form, C;U L. p. 
The other is formed by adding the diminutive termination on . 1. also 
think that the stone houses of a beehive form are ot pagan origin, but 
that they were afterwards used by the monks of St. Molaise for 
'oeo'[1teoch, or places of prayer and penance. 

g . Another upoton or beehive-like stone house. 
It. [The wate1' gate of plan.] A perfect Cyclopean doorway, facing 

the east. 
i . [Boutl! (lom'way of Gashel. ] A doorway destroyed. 
f A. ~cry small bouse of beehi,e construction, lyUlg outside the 

Cashcl to thc west, and called Geoch on 01,011', i. e. the Sweat-house. 
'rrndition says that lJcople went into this for the purpose of undergoing a 
course of perspiration, the house having been previously heated ; but 
whether for the purpose of atonement for sins, or of improving health, 
tradition does not now remember. 

• Under :filal' Ui Bll1'eunail is a gra,e called uum bo 111 00l Lm U 1 
'001,01(5, i . e. Moyleen O'Daly's tomb, over which is ShOWll a :flag with a 
round hole, which Moyleen made by forcing his head through the tone, 
when he was confincd in this tomb for his sins ! 

,A list or the names of Crosscs, Stations, Cams, &c., to appear on t he 
plan of InishmulTay :-

1. OUo TilU1pe . 
2. u '[1 otcin n o R l(5-peop, Trahan of the Chiefs. 
S. Leoch vo no S0C50'[1v, :Monumcnt of the Priests . • 

• 

• 
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4. Cp 011' lilOP, the large cross. 
5. vpd<;dn 0000, the Trahan or Hugh. 
6. Leoch;:;o PdqlOl(5, Patrick's momunent. The Leoch<;o is n 

square pile of stones, on the top of which an ornamental stone 
cross stands. 

7. Leoch<;o ChoLmlTI C1LLe, Columbkill's Monument. 
S. vplon61o, the Trinity. There arc three crosses here, a symbolical 

representation of the Tri-une Godhead. 
9. A second 1eoch<;0, named after Colnmbkille. 

10. H01LlC Oopdm, St. Odran's churchyard. 
11. C01reoL m6p is the name of the large Cyclopean wall surrounding 

the little churches and stone houses abo ... e described. 
12. Ctoco blleoco, i . c. the speckled stones. They arc round stone 

of ... m'ious sizes, and ananged in such order as that they cannot 
be easily reckoned, and if you belie ... e the natives they CBnnot 
be reckoned at all . These stones m'e tUl11ed, and, if I lmderstand 
them rightly, their order changed by the inhabitants on certain 
occasions when they "l'isit this shrine to wisl. good or cm to 
their neighbours. 

The west end or the island is called Ceon 0 0011e, head of the Bally.­
the east end is called Hu, Anglice Roo. A part of the north-en t is called 
vlP no n-~un, 1'.8. the land or the Birds, because that part or the i land 
is more frequented by birds than nny other pmt. Towards the south of 
the island a rock runs into the sea, called Cpu060n, from its resemblance 
to a stack. 

On the north-west is a cavern in a rock, into which the waves rush 
with great Dolence. It is called poLL no Seon<;ume, i. e. tile ca~'8m of 
the old wave. A similar name existed at Deny in the time of Manus 
O'Donnell (1520), but we have not been able to find it. 1 

On the northern coast or this island is a well called vobop no 
coopoch, i. e. tile well of aid or assistance. When the islanders 0 1' the 
illhabitants of the opposite coasts are too long detoined on the' d by 
tempestuous weather they drain this well into the sea, and repeat certain 
prayers, by which the storm will immediately subside through the 
miracles of God and St. Molaise, who blessed this well to such a degree 
of sanctity that its waters might allay the anger of old ocean! 

A similar name to this appears in the c, Annals of the Foul' Masters." 
It was that of a well near Balleeghan, in the parish of Ryemoghy, in the 
county of DonegaL I searched for it there in vain, but think that it is 
the one now called vobop SLon, Pons Sanans . 

The safest landing-place on this island is called C1,olrlo m6p. 
I have now secured all the names on this island, and think myself 

fortunate in having got done thcre before the returning of the stormy 

1 There is one at Downpatrick Head, county Mayo. (Note ndclccl by 0' .Dollovan) . 
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'Season, for the natives say that the inhabitants of the opposite coasts are 
{)ften detained on the island for weeks before the storm subsides, even 
though they have often drained the Well of A.ssistance (t;oba]' na 
Coor ac) to assuage the fury of the storms ! But it appears that St. 
Molaise does not pray for them as fervently now as he was wont to do 
before the introduction of the unsaintly art of distillation. 

They are governed with arbitrary and absolute sway by their king, 
Patrick O'Heraghty, a nobleman now in the 37th year of his age. He 
derives h:s power, not from primogeniture or seniority of family, but 
from his muscular strength, and possessions in cattle, tillage, and potteen, 
but particularly from being employed as sub-sub-agent by Mr. Wynne. 
He is tall and athletic, of a morose, implacable disposition, and can kill 
11 sheep and dissect a goose with more than common skill . A n' idea can 
be formed of his absolute authority from one act, which Mr. Wynne 
should check: he has contracted a dislike to a few families on the 
island, and to prevent them from passing his door he has built a Cyclo­
pean wall to stop up the pass against them, thus putting them to a rot nd 
of a quarter of a mile in going to their houses. This is a most unj list 
and tyrannical act, as O'Heraghty has no right to the land on whi b he 
has built this barrier. I would think it the duty of any honest lan 
to make this known to Mr. Wynne, but I fear that if O'Heraghty 1]e 
prevented from indulging his tyrannical disposition in this comparatively 
harmless manner, he may give vent to it in a more violent channel. I 
can plainly see that the schoolmaster is all'aid of him, and not without 
cause, as the king could prevent the children from attending his school, 
or report him to the priest as instilling poisonous doctrines into the 
minds of the growing generation. Howbeit, Mr. Wynne finds him so 
useful, that I guess he will not be willing to swallow ally complaints 
made against him unless his conduct becomes reprehensible by law ; and 
the islanders know so little of the liberties which the law of England 
.allows them, that it is probable t.hey will lie in passive obedience under 
his iron rod, as did his clan under O'N eill in the reign of Queen Elizabeth. 

Let all the notices of this island of 1m]' m mreaoG1 (5 be collected 
from the " Book of Lecan," "MacFirbis," and the "Annals of the Foul' 
Masters, " as also those referring to N elp lfi ... &c. 

Your obedient humble Servant, 

J OHN O'DONOVAN. 

SLIGO, July 8tA, 1836." 

It may, perhaps, be observed that 0' Donovan's 
letter, though official, was probably not intended for 
publication. His antiquarian experience too was still 
unripened. But his letter is of too much interest. and 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 



• 

• 

• 
XlV PREFACE. 

value not to be included in this record of the antiqui­
ties of Inismurray. The article which i ' more than 
once referred to in the letter, and which 0 much 
excited O'Donovan's wrath, appeared in a littlo-known 
periodical, "The Protestant Penny Magazine," of 
October 25th, 1834. It includes a ketch of the east 
end of Teach lUolaise, with the wooden statue supposed 
to represent the saint; and a le s accurate ketch of 
the exterior of the same building. (A copy may be 

• 

seen in vol. 1649 of the "Haliday Oollection of 
Pamphlets, R.I.A.") 

LORD DUNRAVEN, in his "Notes on Irish Archi­
tecture," edited by Miss Stokes, published in 1875, 
gives five photographic illustrations of the principal 
buildings on Inismurray. The. e are most adIIlll'able 
pictm'es, and moreover pos ess an unique value iTom 
having been taken before the restoration work of the 
Board of Works. They will be found in volume i. of 
his great work, as follows:-

Plate xxv. External View of Cashel (Double-page Plate). 

" 
XXVI. Interior of Cashel. 

" 
XX V II.-Tempul Molaise. 

" XXVIII. Oratory of S. Molaise (S.W. View). 

" XXIX. " " (S.E. View). 

There js also on p. 52, an illustration of the "Cros­
na-Trinoide," a drawing by Miss Stokes of the stone 
illustrated by Mr. Wakeman, at p. 142. . 

Miss Stokes, in her edition of Petrie's "Christian 
Inscriptions in the Irish Language," published by 
this Society, devotes two Plates to the Inismurray 
stones. Of the five stones engraved on these two 
Plates, four are well illustrated in the present volume. 
The fifth, called by Miss Stokes the "Cross of the 

• 
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Women," Mr. Wakeman does not notice. It 
stone with an inscribed double cross. The 
forming the head and the extremities of each 
of arms are separated into diverging spirals, 
the manner of the simple cross on p . 77. 

xv 

• 
IS a 
lines' 

• pall' 
after 

Lord Dunraven's descriptions of the Cashel and 
its buildings are not only, in many respects, the fullest 
we possess, but must ever retain exceptional importance­
from their having been written before any distmbance 
of the stones which may have been produced by the 
work of restoration. 

" The walls are very mnch broken, particularly on the inside. The 
highest part remaining is on the N. and N. W. side, where at present, it 
is about 13 ft. high. Between thirty and forty years ago, when Dr. . 
O'Donovan visited the place, the wall was 15 ft. in height. It is fr ,m 
11 ft . to 13 ft . in thickness on the N. side, and on the S. it is from 7 :t. 
to 8 ft . thick. This cashel is built of blocks of sandstone, varying in sit: 
in different parts of the wall. On the N. side the stones are from 2 ft. to 
4 ft . in length. These stones are well selected, and placed, not with their' 
l engths running into the wall as in some of the Kerry or Galway forts, so 
that the ends appear on the face of the wall, but lie lengthwise, with 
their sides to the surface. The masonry may be said to be ruder than 
that of Staigue, and the interstices are not here filled in with spawls as 
they are in the Kerry fort. However, this latter fact may be oIY jng to 
the cMerent quality of the stone. On the east side the masonry is 
different, being composed of small thin flagstones." 

His notice of the southern gateway of the cashel is 
jmportant in view of the fact that it has since, as men­
tioned by lVlr. Wakeman at p. 19, been entirely rebuilt: -

" The southern entrance is nearly destroyed, the western side having 
fallen to the height of 1 ft. That on the eastern side is perfect to the 
height of 4 ft. It is formed of small stones. The external wall at this 
point is formed of sandstone, and is also 4 ft. high. The masonry here 
is small. The entrance is 3 ft . wide, as well as I could make out, and 
the wall here 8 ft. thick." 

"This casllOl is covered with grey lichen, which, combined with the· 
rude character of its masonry and the sizr. ofits stones, eontributes to give 
it an evm finer and more venerable character than that of the forts eithel-
in Kerry or iu the I slands of Arun." . 

• 
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Teampul Molaise, he says, "is obviou ly the oldest 
of the three churches, but is unfortunately in a very 
-dilapidated condition (vide Plate XXVII.). I The wallR 
are built of rough sandstone, like the cashel; the stone' 
are laid in the same manner, lengthwi e. Very little 
-cement was used; it was a sort of mixture of hell 
grouting and clay. I think it was merely grouted in 
the centre of the wall. Both gables are gone. 'fhe1'e 
are pilaster buttresses at the east end, 2 ft. 4in . wide 
and 1 ft. deep. One of these is llearly destroyed, and 
the other is in a very tottering condition." 

The Oratory of St. l\Iolaise (Teach Molaise) "is built 
with shelly lime mortar. The end of the north and 
south walls are not bonded into the adjoining part of the 
gable, which has a peculiar effect. There is a very low­
pitched stone roof, which seems to have been restored. 
It is a straight-sided arch; the stones externally appear 
to be placed length-wise on the slope. Inside, plaster 
and wattle-marks prevent the structure being seen.' 

Describing the largest of the clochauns, he mentions 
" a low flat projection meant, I suppose, for a eat on 
the right-hand side as you enter the cell; it is 10ft. 
long and 2 ft. high. I have not observed this feature in 
the cells on the greater Skellig or elsewhere. '-£here 
are no external off-sets to the wall or projecting stones 
from the roof, such as may be seen in the remains on 
the islands of the coasts Ol Kerry and Clare." . 

In 1880 came the most important event in the 
modern history of Inismurray. The Irish Church 
1'emporalities Commissioners having transferred the 
ruins to the Board of Public Works, their Superintendent 

1 A reduced copy of this Plate appears, by permission of Miss Stokes, ns Plate Ill. 
-of the present volume, p. 48. 
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of Ancient Monuments visited the island, and made 
arrangements for such works as seemed necessary for 
the irpreservation. The Superintendent's report of his 
visit, printed in the Appendix to the 48th Report of 
the Oommissioners of Public Works, Ireland (1879-80), 
pp. 74-5, is as follows :-

" INNISRMURRAY. 

Patron saint Saint Molaise. Class of Monuments oratories, cash el, 
well, cells, &c. 

'l'his island appears to havo been almost wholly devoted to religious 
pmpo cs. The principal ruins are situated within a cashel, or smrouud­
ing wall, inclosing a circular area of about 200 feet in diameter. There 
are two main entrances, one 6 ft. high and 4 ft. wide, the econd of 
pecu liar construction. 

The cashel is of Ull average height of thirtecn feet, and is eight f.e': . 
wide at the top; to the left of entrance is a most peculiar bee-hive Ct. ' i, 
of hvo stories high, formed partly in the thickness of the wall, t p 

entrance being but two feet squal'e; moving again to the left, there arc­
indications of another cell which had its entrance from the interior of ht 
enclosure, but the cell itself is outside; leftways, again, is the curiou~ 
entrance referred to above; passing in the same direction, on the outside 
of cashel, is an indication of another entrance; then comes an oblong cell, 
fi,c fcet by se, en fcet, with entrance two feet square, all within the 
thickness of the wall; at either side of t.his ccll, are steps which formed 
approaches to thc top of the wall, as at Staigue Fort. This oblong cell 
appears to be counected with a number of others within the area' in faet, 
the ground to the westward seems to have been burrowed in all direction 
so as to form cells. Within the circuit of the cashel are three recttmglllar 
oratories :-

1. Tempul ara Tinllu. 
2. Tempul Molaise, 
3. Mainster. 

1st. Church of the Sick. 
2ud. That of St. Molaise. 
3]'(1. The School. 

'l'empLl. Molaise is very perfect with a stone roof, and in it is the 
curious effigy of the saint, carved in 'Tood. I consider this to b · the lid 
of a timber coffin the character of the curving will probably dnt to the 
fourteenth centmy. Close to the sea is an thar ohurch, 'l'empul MUll: 
or Mary's church, probably fourteenth c ntury j hore the women tu-e 
bUl'ied, and the mon within the cash 1. Round the islnnd !U" 11 

b 
• 

• 

• 



• • • PREFACE . xnll 

strttions held in great reverence by the inhabitants, who, as penance, 
make circuits of the island, returning n'om each station to the cashel, 
where aTe a nnm bel' of rotmd stones j as each station is como to thoy 
retuTll to these stones and tmn one for every station. Sir S. Ferguson, 
iu one of his poems, refers to these " cursing stones." There are many 
cmious crosses and inscribcd slahs. Outside tho cashel is a domed well, 
with steps leading to it. 

The oratories all requu'e more or less care. Many parts of tue wnlls 
will ha,e to be repaired, especially Maiuster, which, if not attended to, 
may fall at any timc. 

The works on this island will be commenced at once." 

The Report is not accompanied by either drawings, 
plans, or measurements. But it hold::; out the promi e 
of judicious work, to be done only where needed for 
preservation. It was natural to look forward to the 
final report on the treatment of remain of so great 
interest and value. It i , therefore, rather di appointing 
to find the Superintendent's next report consi ting but 
of two sentences :-

"INl'o'TSHillORRAY ISLAND, Co. SLIGO. 

A cUTeIul inspection, and report on the curious remains on this island 
appeared in last year's report. The works therein recommended have been 
llDdertaken and sati factorily completed." (49th Rep. Public Works, 
Ireland (1880-1), Appendix p. 93). 

The works carried out by the Board cost £230148. 6el.: 
£192 8s. in accounts for 1880-1; and £38 68. 6d. in 
those for 1881-2. 

This Society llOW recognized the need or a thorough 
examination and report on the antiquarian remains 
in the island. In] 884, Mr. Wakeman was com­
missioned by the Committee or the Society, then 
known as the Royal Historical and Archreological 
Association of Ireland, to undertake the work. His 
labour resulted in the production of the present mono­
graph. It is but too evident from Mr. Wakeman's 

• 
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report that some of the works carried out by the person 
left in charge at Inismurray were entirely different in 
character from what was contemplated by the Superin­
tendent in his first report. '1'he following cases especially 
may be pointed to: the erection of a west gable at 
'1'each-na-Teinidh1 (p. 54); the alleged destruction of the 
Leac-na-Teinidh (p. 5-:1:); the removal of sculptured 
stones to different positions (pp. 74 and 103). A com­
parison of Lord Dunraven's photographs with those 
of Mr. Welch show that the walls of Teampull-na-bfear 
have been raised to nearly double their height.2 lYIuch 
more serious are the liberties which lYIr. Wakeman reports 
to have been taken with the cashel wall. See pp. 19, 
25, 28. In some cases Mr. Wakeman's informant'3 
were not perhaps reliable, but unhappily we have nu 
official details of the works actually done to refute 
their statements. 

These accounts, too, receive additional credibility 
from statements as to the work done on the Islands 
of Aran, and some other sites of early remains. rrhus 
a writer in the AthenceZt1n of 29th August, 1891, reports 
that at Skellig Michael :-

"On the occasion of the vi. it of the Welsh and Irish Archreologists, 
the Boul'd of Works' restorations were found to be in 'full blast.' A 
common mason was seell pulling down and building up differellt part. of 
the dry-built walls at his own sweet will, without superintendence of 
any kind. It is almost inconceivable that such a thing should be 
allowed to go on." 

Dr. Anderson, in the At'chceolofJical Review of ~Iay, 

1888, in the interests of scientific archreology, entered 
a strong protest against the treatment of the priceless 

1 As it now stands this is 0. gable of ordinary masonry, such as might be built for 
a workman's cottage. In the plan printed by Vallancey, and referred to at p. vi, 
there is an ope shown in the portion of the gable that was standing in 1786. 

2 See Plates IH. and IV., at p . 48. • 
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antiquities of Aran and Inismurray. The Spectat01·, 
and Antiqua1,?/ too, have raised their voices in the same 
cause, and seem to reprove the apparent indifference 
of Irish Antiquaries in a matter of \lcll importance to 

archreology. 
The Board of Works have done much commendable 

work in their treatment of many of our old building , 
but it is obvious that much danger threatens primitive 
structures, such as tho e of Ini murray, which are not 
subject to ordinary architectural rul when the zeal of 
a foreman of works is unchecked by o.l'chreological 
knowledge. In the word of Dr. Ander on (A1·cltceological 
Review, Uay, 188t>, p. 188) in r eviewing the treatmeut 
of our Ancient Monuments, with special reference to 
Inismurray: " Misapplied zeal in' toration' is fatal 
to the interest of such structures, either as national 
monuments or materials of science. ' 

Mr. Wakeman was commi sioned by the 'ommittee 
in 1884, as has been stated, to write this monograph for 
publication in the Society's series of extra volumes. 
After the death of the Rev. James Grave, in March, 
1~86 (when the work was just ready for the printer), 
the issue of the Society'~ Journal fell much into arrear. 
In order to continue its publication, Mr. Wakemall's 
monograph was sent to press, and issued to the members 
early in 1887, in lieu of one of the quarterly parts of the 
Joumai for the year 1886. This issue of the Paper 
having long since been exhausted, and copies being 
frequently sought for, the Council now consider that a 
reprint in the form of an extra volume, as originally 
intended, would be acceptable to the Fellows of the 
Society, and all interested in Irish Archreology. 

The drawings were made by Mr. Wakeman duri Ilg 
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two visits to the island. The first before its antiquities 
were taken in hand by the Board of Works. The second, 
a more prolonged one, in 1885, after the completion 
of their restoration operations. 

Mr. Wakeman's practised eye and skilful pencil have 
here preserved every line of the stone gravings remain­
ing on thfl island. The monograph supp1ies a model of 
w hat we would gladly see done for every island and 
every parish in Ireland. Beyond the value of preserving 
a record of the early remains which the exposure to 
weather and the vandalism of tourists are steadily re­
ducing, Mr. Wakeman has pointed out another danger 
which threatens some of the most interesting of our early 
remains, and to which we have already adverted. T he ­
warning given in the case of Inismurray, makes it 
eminently desirable that all our primitive antiquities 
should be carefully studied and drawn by trainvd 
workers. Meanw hile Mr. W akeman's monograph is 
offered as an earnest of such work, and a model and 

• 
guide for those who would follow him. 

Tbe notes distinguished by the initials "W. M. " 
were added to the originR.l edition by Col. Wood-Martin, 
who was, at the time of its publication, Editor of the 
Society's JoZt1'nal. 
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THE ISLAND 

OF 

MUIREDAICH, NOW INISMURRAY. 

• 

HERE is scarcely an island upon the coast of Ireland, 
or embraced bv the waters of inhnd lake or river of 

J 

that country, which in early days did not contain one 
or more churches, accompanied usually by a variety of 
minor ecclesiastical structures, leach ta, crosses, &c. &c. 
These objects were commonly held very sacred; and 
indeed it may be said that the veneration which they 
attracted during the primitive ages of the Western 
Church has, as a rule, continued unabated even to our· 
own days. 
. Amongst sites attractive to archreologists, who, in 

-existing monuments would read, mark, and trace certain 
early, and occasionally obscure phases in Celtic art, 
military, ecclesiastical, and decorative, Inismurray is 
probably the richest in interest which can at the present 
time be pointed to. 

This island lies in the Atlantic, at a distance of about 
four miles and a-half from the poiut of Streedagh, parish 
of Ahamlish, on the coast of Sligo. rrhe nearest village 
to Streedagh is Grange, about one mile and a-half dis­
tant. With its long, low, level tableland, and dark, 
generally perpendicular sides, Inismurray, as seen from 
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a little distance, might, to an imaginative mind, present 
the idea of a Titanic ironclad, armed near its centre 
with a might)T turret the Cashe1. 

The greatest length of the island is little over one 
mile; its extreme breadth slightly more than half that 
measurement; and its area may be computed as 200 
acres, of which only some 130 can be utilized, afford­
ing grazing-sites for a few horses, asses, cow, sheep, 
and goats. There are some patches of grain (oats) and 
potato-ground, and a few spots where turf of somewhat 
inferior description may be dug. The re t is rock­
calp sandstone barren of interest to all but landscape 
painters of a cultivated order, geologists, and I may 
even say botanists, for the hollows, and the very crevices 
of the more sheltered slopes amongst the wild northern 
and western cliffs especially those which border the 
awful chasm of Pollnashantunny (CC the hole or pool of the 
old wave") are rich in a variety of flora. 

Strange to say, birds are comparatively few at any 
period of the year. The probability is that the island 
is not sufficiently remote from the mainland, and that 
its cliffs are therefore less attractive for breeding in­
stincts than are those of the noble headlands of 'reeling 
and Slieve League, which loom at no great di tance to 
the north-east, or the precipices of the Benbulbin range, 
stretching along the neighbouring coast of Sligo. 

The natives assert that rats could not live upon the 
island: there are certainly none there. Some seven 
hundred years ago a similar statement in connexion 
with St. Ibar's establishment on Beg Erin, off the Wex­
ford. coast, was made by Giraldus Cambrensis; and we 
read in Hollinshed that Armagh city "is said to be 
enemie to rats, and if anie be brought hither, 'presently 
it dieth, which the inhabitants impute to the praiers 
of St. Patrick." Mice, however, are known to make 
raids upon the too frequently scanty store of grain 
possessed by the islanders. rfheir first advent would, 
by general report, appear to be of comparatively reeent 
date "and thereby hangs a tale." 'fhe legend is that 
some seventy or eighty years ago one of the natives, 
with malice prepense, and envy and hatred in his 
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THE ISLAND. 3 

heart, stole out one night, and feloniously slew, by 
stabbing, the cow which was the chief support of a 
neighbouring family. The blood of the milk-giver, thus 
cruelly, in a double sense, slaughtered, Bowed, it is said, 
in more than one direction, but everywhere, upon con­
gealing, instantly quickened, and became transformed 
into mice. These animals ultimately proved a nuisance 
on the island; but for many years past the annoyance 
which they have occasioned in the destruction of stores 
has been scarcely appreciable. 

The Census return of 1881 showed that there were 
then 101 persons men, women, and children living 
upon Inismurray. In 1836, according to 0' Donovan, 
the population lIumbered 102. The family names were 
then O'Curret, Brady, O'Heraghty, O'Hart, and 
0' Boyle. Since that time new blood would appeal' to 
have been introduced, the names now being Brady; 
Heraghty, Boyle, Waters, Mannion, M'Gowan, D un­
leavy, and Hoey. The O'Currets have disappeared. 
It will be remarked. that in the interval several of IJe 
families appear to have dropped the prefix 0 to their 
names. Could O'Donovan have given them the 0 be­
cause he believed that to be the right form? 

Only three or four persons living on the island can be 
considered strangers : I refer to a detachment of the Royal 
Irish Constabulary quartered there on revenue duty; for, 
be it sadly spoken, until a few years ago, the domain of 
St. Malaise was a centre from which poteen, i. e. illicit 
whiskey, Bowed extensively over the whole seaboard 
from Sligo to Bundoran, and even to a considerable 
distance inland. That source of income has ceased, and 
yet the natives seem to live as well as ever. 

They are all Roman Catholics, and, with a single 
exception, speakers of two languages, viz. Gaelic and 
English. The exception is an extremely ancient woman, 
who could never be prevailed upon to learn the Sassanach 
tongua. It is interesting and amusing to hear little 
children chattering to each other in Celtic address 
them, and you will be replied to in English, the pro­
nunciation of which may probably savour somewhat of 
the Elizabethan era, but which, in correctness of style, 
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is usua 11y greatly superior to the average utterance of 
.Cockneydom. With the rising gen.eration the prevailing 
u e of the Irish tongue will, in all probability, expire. 
It is not, even now, the usual medium of communication 
between the islanders and people of the neighbouring 
.coast. With Sligo, for many years past, as a rule, 
trading operations, large or petty, have been negotiated 
.in English, a few of the elders only tran acting affairs in 
-the language of the Gael. All this, from an resthetic 
point of view, is no doubt greatly to be regretted, but 
there is no use in repining; inexorable utilitarianism 
~eems certain to triumph. 

In general the people are of a fair-haired, comely, 
well-built raee, probably Tuatlta de Danaan; they are 
expert, courageou boatmen, and from time to time ha" 
furnish ed excellent seamen not only to the II\ercantile 
service, but also to the Royal Navy. True it is that the 
islanders are occasionally a little an tagoni tic to c l'taill 
legal claims, and will resist payment of county ce~ , oe 
tax for roads and in titutions, in which· they not un­
warrantably consider they have no concern. Yet they 
.belong to the county of Sligo, and are expected to con­
tribute more or less. They say, "'lYe have no roads, 
nor do we require them, and if we did they would not 
be made for us; we want a harbour, or at. least a boat­
quay that we cannot get, else we might gain plenty 
of money by our fi~hing; and why should the authorities 
ob1ige us to pay them taxes from which no man, woman, 
or child on the island could expect to obtain the least 
benefit?" Let us trust that a time may soon alTive wp.en 
Inismurray shall have its harbour of refuge for vessels 
even of goodlY size, and that the teeming treasures of 

.the ocean, by which it is surrounded, may at length 

.be utilized not on ly for the benefit of the islanders, but; 
(in these days of railway communication, for that of the 
.country at large. 
'. The boats belonging to Il1ismurray are unhappily 
very few, the number being, it may be said, totally 
inadequate for the requirements oftishermen who, in 
many instances, in order to cast a line, are obliged to 

. us~ a tavourably situated rock or shelf of cliff as a plat-
• 
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form from which to ply their wretched" engines," con­
sisting genera]]y of a rough pol e, a cast of frayed twine, 
a sinker of stone, and hooks attached to a foot or two 
of semi-decayed whip-cord. Their little crafts, how­
ever, generally staunch and well-built, are admirably 
suited for near-shore purposes and trips to the mainland; 
they have here entirely superseded the c2tmclz, composed 
of wattle-work, covered by horse or cow skins, which, in 
the memory of many still hale and fresh, was the pre­
vailing kind of small boat used by the people of oU'C 

southern and western coasts. ' 
It is, indeed, somewhat strange to find, within less 

than twelve hours' travel from the metropolis of Ireland, 
an insular community, numbering more than a hundred, 
yet unpossessed of a road, harbour, or even of a boat­
pier. In other respects , Illismurl'aY would seem to be 
equally remarkable. For many a long day there has not ­
been 1'esident upon the island a clerg'Ylllan of any deno 1i­
nation, and yet the il1habitallts are orderly and religio s, 
assel1l bling for prayers in the venerable temple (Teaclz 
jl!loletise) on every Sunday and Church holiday. They 
have neither magistrate, doctor, surgeon, nor apothecary 
amongst them; the absence of medical gentlemen is not 
much regretted, the people /!'enerally preferring to die of 
extreme old age! '1'here exists not a single shop, ever 
so small, from Rue Point to Kinavally, or from Reilic­
odmin to Teernaneane and this means within the length 
and breadth of the Isle of Muiredaich ! 

Until very recently tIle government of the island 
might have been described as ll10na rchical in character, 
one of the O'HeraghtJs usually occupying the positIOn 
of Riglz. Upon the demise of tIle Jast chief of that 
dynasty his widow succeeded. This lady re-married, 
and dying, left two sons, one being an O'Heraghty, and 
the other (by the second husband) a 'Yaters. Between 
these two worthJ illdividuals remains a ri,'alry still 
unsettled, so that it might be said a kind of interregnum 
at present exists. 

Formerly persons who had compromised themselves 
l>y quarrelling unnecessarily with their neighbours, or 
by t)le commission of any act contrary to the unwrij,ten ' 
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law of the community, were, by command of the R-igh, 
banished to Ireland for a period lengthy in proportion 
to the character of the charge made and proved against 
them. Such sentence, however, were very rare. In 
the present order of affairs the detachment of the Royal 
Irish Constabulary have little indeed to do but, as in 
duty bound, to make a patrol of the cliffs once in twenty. 
four hours. 

'£he National School, admirably conducted by Mrs. 
Waters, may be regarded as the only public institution 
which the island presents. 

I am kindly permitted by Richard Jones, Esq., of 
Streedagh House, Grange, to state for the information 
of intending pilgrims to Inismurray, that upon receiving 
some days' notice of their desire to visit the place, 
he could arrange with certain £shermen to have a 
proper craft in waiting at Streedagh Point. The cost of 
the trip to and fro would be from one pound to thirty 
shillings, according to the number to b~ conveyed, or 
the state of the weather,I but there is not accommodatioll 
upon the island for anything like a party. In the event 
of contrary winds causing prolonged stay, it would be 
desirable for visitors to bring wit.h them creature com­
forts, such as tea, coffee, bread, &c., and perhaps some 
tinned meats fish they can generally be supplied with on 
the spot. It is not amiss to have a few ounce::; of com­
mon twist tobacco for distribution amongst the islanders, 
whose services in small matters will u.t times be required. 
They are often very proud, and will at times refuse 
money, which they think has not been earned but tobacco, 
never! for that is a gift which, as a native once said to 
me, "one gentleman may receive from another." 

Except during extremely calm, settled weathe~, 
ladies should not attempt a trip to the island, its 
people possessing no means of accommodating strangers 
o~ .the gentler sex who would pay more than a flying 
VISIt. 

• 

1 Tourists can be conveyed in a good be favourable, this is the pleasantel' as 
five·ton boat, from Rosses Point, near well as the shorter route. 'IV. M. 
Sligo, for thirty shillings; and if the wind 
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HISTORY OF THE ISLA.ND, 7 

NOTICES OF THE HISTORY OF 1NIS MUIREDAICH . 

Inis Muit'edaiclz, in English" the 1s1and' of Murray," 
has from a very early period been known by the name 
wllich, in the spoken language of its natives, it still 
bears. Strangely enough, as pointed out by Lieut.-Col. 
Wood-Martin, jn his valuable Histo?'!J of Sligo, recently 
published, it appears upon a map, made in 1609, of 
the Sligo and Donegal coasts, as "ENTSHE HUMRIE, or 
MURRIE." 

Who this individual was, or how it came to pass that 
ihe place is called after him, has not yet been ascertained. 
'Tbe name was a common one among the ancient people 
of Erin. We read tbat in the time of St. Patrick tbere 
was at Killala a Bishop Muiredach. 

It is not improbable tbat from bim tbe place, now 
.so completely associated with the memory of St. Molai 'e, 
derives its appellation; tbere is a tradition still extan t 
amongst the islanders that its monastery at one time 
.contained a full library of books. According to the same 
tradition a number of the volumes are supposed to have 
been immured, for the sake of concealment, within the 
mass of a certain tomb-like projection, which oceurs on 
the interior of the south side-wall of Teach Molaise, per­
haps the oldest of the remaining churches. Whether 
there be any truth in the story of a receptacle here 
occurring I cannot tell; but the legend is curious, 
especially when considered in connexion with a sem'et 
cavity which I was fortunate enough to discover within 
the body of the altar immediately adjoining, and of 
which very curious "find" a full description shall bE; 
given further on . rrhis supposecl book depm;itory is also 
.called the "bed" of the saint, and over it has been 
placed his celebrated oaken effigy. It is now needless 
to speculate on the probable fate of the manuscripts 
which, no doubt, at one time were written or preserved 
in this chief establishment of St. Molaise. Not a few 
must have been destroyed during the ravages of the 
Scandinavian pirates; others, it may be presumed, were 

, 
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allowed to be scattered and lost; while not a few, in 
all likelihood, were in the course of ages, and the 
decadence of learning, consigned to dust, ruin, and 
oblivion. 

It is smprising and addening to find that of Inis-· 
mmray so rich, as will be seen, in precious ecclesiastical 
and other remains in addition to the following scanty 
notices, no early records appear as yet to have been 
discovered. The Feli1'e of Oeng1ls, at August the 12th, 
contains the subjoined pas age :-

"The calling of Laisren of the Island of Muil'edaich, 
great, magnified." 

The Marty'rology of Donegal presents the following 
notice :-

" August 12. lYIolaisse, i. e. Laisren, son of Deglan 
of Inis lYIuiredaich in the north (i. e. the north of 
Connaught); he it was who, at the cross of Ath-Imlaisi" 
pronounced sentence of banishment on St. Columba." 
(See Adamnan's Life of St. Columba, ed. Reeves, p . .286; 
and Cln'istian InscTiptions in the Irish Language, edited by 
Miss Stokes.) Dean Reeves has taken care to point out 
that this St. Molaise, or Laisren, is not to be confounded 
with St. Molaisi, of Diamhinsi, or Devenish (an is1and in 
Lough Erne), son of Nadfraoich, whose day is September 
the 12th. 

It would appear from statements made by O'Donovan 
in a letter preserved amongst the Sligo Ordnance docu­
ments in the Library of the Royal Irish Academy, 
that the Molaise of Inismurray, and the Patron of 
Devenish, similarly named, were by him considered one 
and the same individual. In the work on lrish In-, 
scriptions just referred to, Miss Stokes writes : "It 
appears in the passage in the Life of Columba, regard­
ing this saint, that he was already a man in authority 
when Columba was still young, and thus we may believe 
him to have been some years his senior, and conclude 
that the foundation of his monastery was in all pro ba­
Lility prior to that of Iona, and took place at some time 
early in the sixth century, about 520 or 540." 

, 
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'1'he Annals of the FOUl' Masters furnish the following 
references to Inismurray :-

" .A.D . 747. Dicolla, son of l\feinide, abbot of Ini::;­
Muiredaich, died ." 

" .A .D . 798. Mac Laisre, the Learned, of Inis-Muire­
daich, died." 

"A.D. 802. Inis-Muiredaich was burned by the 
foreigners, antI they attacked Ros Commain." 

'1'here can be no doubt that these "foreigners" were 
Scandinavian rovers from Norway, or possibly from 
the country now called Denmark. Some of the older 
natives would seem to retain a faint traditional recol­
lection of this, or probably some succeeding outrage 
committed by the NOl'thmen . A long flat stretch of rock 
occurs upon the southern coast of the island, and at 
certain states of the tide, and in settled weather, presents 
a favourable and easy place for landing or embarkillg: 
At low tide the surface is quite dry, except in one ::-pot 
near its centre, where a shallow pool of sa1t water is 
retained. 'rhis is called by the people Loclzan-na- (}af'z , 
or the "Little Lake of the Battle." I was t.old on the 
spot that in ages long past a great fight had here oc­
curred between an invading force and the natives; and 
one of my informauts even went so far as to say that 
the intruder::; were "the Danes." It is much to be 
regretted that O'Donovan missed t.his interesting name, 
as forty years ago tradition on the island was muc.:h 
more vivid than it is at present, and some curious tale 
in connexion with the spot might at that time have 
been rescued from oblivion. 

From the beginning of the ninth century to .A.D . 1612 
history would appear to be silent regarding Inismurray. 
At the latter date we read in the Annals that .1lfaeleoin 
0' Dalaigh (Moylan O'Daly) died on All Souls Day, and 
was interred in Inis Muiredaich, " after bearing triumph 
from the world and the devil. " O'Daly's tomb still 
remains, but ill a very shattered condition, as it has on 
more than one occasion been broken open and violated 
by revenue authorities in search of illicit spirits. Indeed, 
not very distant recollections seem to show that, as has 
been said of the proverbial sapper, "nothing was saqred" 
to the hunters after poteen. . 
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THE ANTIQUITlES OF INIS MUIREDAICH. 

In this section I propose to describe the antiquiti s 
remaining upon the island. The buildings and ot.her 
monuments shall be ment.ioned in the order whlch their 
several peculiarities would seem to uggest. Of course 
it will be necessary to group tog·et.her a number of the 
smaller objects, such as sepnlchralleacs, al tar-stones, &c., 
under a general heading; but I tru -t it will be found that 
not a single structure, or even one stone of inte-re t, shall 
have failed to receiYe in proper place a special notice. 
The following is a list of the subj ects referred to :-

1. The Oaiseal, or Stone Fort, wit.h its cellce. 
2 . Teach Malaise, the Oratory or Dwelling of St. 

Molaise. 
8. Teampull-na-Bfem', the" Church of the lUen." This, 

no doubt, was the T eampull Mol', or great church of the 
establishment. It is sometimes styled the" Monastery" ; 
and is also known as T eampull jJ1.alaise. 

4. Teampull-na-T einidh, or the "Church of the F ire." 
This structure is evidently less ancient than the other 
ecclesiastical buildings remaining upon the island. 

5. Teampull-na-mban, or the" Church of the Women." 
6. A number of Altars, within or without the cashel, 

most of them bearing very ancient and curiously-carved 
crosses of stone, s\vearing-stones, &c. &c. 

7. Two monuments of the class usually styled" Hole­
stones," which are held in high veneration on account of 
certain supernatural powers which they are supposed to 
possess. 

8. Eight memorial L eacs, bearing inscriptions in Irish­
or Latin. Of these reconls four are here for the first 
time noticed. 

9. Monumental stones, unll1Scribed. 
10. S~veral bullans , or rude font-like objects of stone, 

the preClse use of which has not as yet been ascertained. 
11. rrhe Sacred Wells, with their coverings of stone. 
12. rrhe Leackta, or Stations, with their monuments. 
13. Concluding remarks . 

-
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THE CASHEL. 11 

The above catalogue comprises every class of remains 
to be found on this singubrly interesting island, which 
may in a manner be described as a museum of antiquities 
relating chiefly to the earlier period of the ancient Irish 
Church. Of course all cannot be supposed to belong to 
the days of SS. Molaise and Colurn ba. . 

The cashel was, as I shall endeavour to show, at 
one time occupied by tenants differing widely indeed 
in thought and habits of life from the community of 
children of the Faith, who reared the temples which it 
110W contains, and caned the memorial stones which 
still speak so eloquently of the past. The additions 
and alterations of medireval date, exhibited by 'some of 
the sacred edifices, are interesting as indicating the con­
tinued occupation of the island by an ecclesiastical 
colony from the days when, as Spenser wrote-

" Ireland flourished in fame, 
And wealth, and goodness, far above the rest 
Of aU that bear the British Islands name " -

down almost to our own time. 

'THE "CAISEAL," OR CASHEL. 

Irishmen of cultivated mind in general, and our 
nati \-e antiquaries in particular, have for more than one 
generation rejoiced in the idea that in her ecelesiastical 
round towers, stone-roofed chlU'ches; bee-hive cellre, 
sculptured crosses, and vgam inscriptions, Erin pos­
sesses antiquarian treasures which are peculiarly" racy 
of her soil," and stand unriyalled in point of interest 
by any monuments of antiquity of the same, or nearly 
the same, clal:is and age to be found in ,Vestel'l1 Europe. 

Within the memory of arch~ologists, many of whom 
are still in the vigour of life, a third class of monu­
ment, equally vvith the towers, &c. &c., characteristic of 
the genius of our ancient people, has, for the first time, 
formed a subject of study . I allude to the great stone 
fortifications usually styled dun, caher, lz's, or caslzel, which 
are chiefly, but not exclusively, found in the western 
and southern districts of Ireland, and of which only 

• 
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• 

a few of the larger examples have as yet been described 
and illustrated. 

There can be no question that the date of the 
great majority of these often-stupendous works remains 
to be ascertained. In not a few instances, however, 
tbey belong to a period of autbentic history, and are 
kno\l'n to have been erected several centuries before the 
introduction of Christianity into this kingdom. We also 
learn, on trustworthy authority, that in the fifth century 
of our era seveTaI regal or princely magnate , upon their 
conversion to Christianity by St. Patrid:, resigned their 
immemorial places of strengt.h to the ,aint, to be u ed 
by him for purposes of his IDi sion. 'rhus we :find 
that Donougbpatrick, county Meath, has its name from 
Domnach P admig, the" Church of 1 atrick," which stood 
on this site. 

It is related in the life of our national sajnt attri­
buted to St. Evin, and published by Colgan in his Tr'ias 
ThaurnatU1'fJa that Cona]], the brother of King Loeghai1'e, 
who resided here, not only gladly accepted Christianity, 
and was baptized, but also showed great kindness to 
St. Patrick, and gave him his house or rath on which 
to erect a church, and the "outline" (wl'ites Wildo) 
"of this very cashel can still be discerned in the 
present graveyard." In like manner was St. Patrick 
presented by Daire, the chieftain of the district in 
which the city of Armagh stands, with his dwelling­
plf1ce Rath Daire. The site is now occupied by the 
cathedral: it is scarcely necessary to state all trace 
of the rath has been obliterated. At Trim the saint 
was in possession of a similar presentation. Within the 
bounds of a grand prehistoric dun or cashel (in all pro­
babilitya Firbolgiall work), situated at Mui1'bheach jJ1.ill. 
on Al.'an M6r, are the remains of St. l\facduagh's mouas­
terYi a foundation of the sixth century. When Petrie 
saw this fort, in 1821, its wall in one place was twenty 
feet in height, and thirteen in thickness at its summit . 

It may fairly be asked why I have referred at 
some length to the occupation by early Christians of 
fOl'ts or dwellings, the work of pagan times, and which 
had obviously never been intended by their builders for 
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14 INISMURRA Y. 

the use of ecclesiastics. In reply, I would simply state 
that my object was to show how in certain instances the 
utilization of such strongholds, by pioneers of Chris­
tianity, had in Ireland occurred. It does not for one 
moment follow that where we find a small church or two, 
composed of hammered or cut, well-laid stones, set in lime 
cement, encompassed by a rude unmortared wall, eighteen 
feet in heig'ht, and thirteen in thickne s, we are bounu. 
to conclude that an the works thus grouped together mu t 
necessarily have been contemporaneou 'Iy erected, and, as 
a whole, represent a single original de ign . 

Antiquaries are perfectly well acquainted with the 
architectural features of our great Firbolgian forts; they 
are equally skilled in the peculiarities of the rmw, which 
it was customary to raise round our earliest ecclesiastical 
establishments. These two classes of structure, though 
often described under the same name (caiseal), are widely 
dissimilar, the former being of considerable height and 
thickness of wall, and on the interior generally present­
ing stepped inclines leading upwards from the ground, 
while ecclesiastical environments are invariably weaker 
than theu' elder and pagan namesakes. rrheir walls 
could hardly ever have served as defensive works 
against organized human violence, and were probably 
intended as barriers by which encroachment of wild 
animals or of cattle might be checked. Possibly they 
may have been only" bounds" to certain of the commu­
nity . Invariably they are low, and loosely constructed, 
and the wall is rarely remarkable for its thickness. 
I speak now only of our earlier examples. In later 
days, no doubt, the mur, or caiseal proper, becaUle 
developed into a fortification, with an arched entrance 
gateway, as at Glendalough, county Wicklow, and Inis­
main, on Lough Corrib, where transition works of the 
kind can be studied. Still later examples of monastic for­
tification may be observed at Cashel, county Tipperary; 
at Howth, county Dublin but I need not refer further 
to medireval evidences, many of which could easily be 
pointed to. 

It is greatly to be regretted that the true father of 
Irish Archreology, Dr. Petrie, does not appear ever to 
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16 INISMURRA. Y. 

have vi ited Inismurray. He seems to have formed hi 
opinion of Molaise's establi bment from report only; 
and his remarks have been adopted by more recent 
writers, who have evidently been led by statements 
which Petrie himself, had his life been prolonged, would, 
in all certainty, have changed, or modified. His idea 
was that the cashel and its enclo ure repre ented the 
wall, temples, and cellce of an eccle iastical town, "hke 
those of the early Chri tians in the East, which were 
named Laura (Aavpa), a Greek word expressing the 
cloister, or enclosure of a mona tery." 

After a long and patient examination of the features 
and peculiaritie of this great caiseal, or, as the word is 
now written, ca hel, I can arrive at but one conclusion, 
viz. that the work throughout is at least aFl ancient as a 
number of military dun , or fort, remaining upon the 
Arran I lands, several of which there is strong reason to 
believe date from a period everal centuries older than 
the dawn of Christianity in Ireland. 1 

The structure consists of a wall (0£ uncemented and 
·undressed stones), varying from seven to fifteen feet in 
thickness at its base, and in plan presenting the figure 
-of a somewhat rude triangle, with corners rounded off. 
Its length from north-east to south-west is 175, and its 
breadth in the opposite direction 135 feet. These are 
internal measurements. The present height of the wall, 
in several of its portions, is as follows: South side, 
seven feet six inches, as well as can be ascertained, the 
line of base being rather rough and irregular; east, 
eight feet nine inches; north, nine feet six inches; 
north-north-west, thirteen feet; west, nine feet nine 
inches. 

There are four entrances, and possibly a fifth, which 
latter was situated to the soutl,1-west face, if we may 
judge from existing indications. The largest and most 
important entrance occupies a position in the north­
eastern side of the wall it is called the "W atet'­
gate," probably from an adjoining well, dedicated to 
Bt. Malaise. Through it all bodies of drowned male 

I Where the Feale is not given with the Plate, meaSUl'ements will be found noted in 
the descriptive letterpress. 
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PLATE H .] 

• 

TEAMPULL- NA- TEINIDH • 
• 

' , ­ -
- ' -'" 

I NI BMUllRAY, 00. Sr,lOO. 

TOOR'iJJR.,NNELI .. 

View of Interior of Cnshel, from a Photogrnph by MI·. R. 'Welch, 1892. 

[To f (ICO paye 17 . 

T IUlIPULL MOLAISE. 

The gable of Teampull-na-Teinidb, and tbe upper part of the side-wall and gable_top of Teampull Molaise, sbown here, were re-built by tbe workmen employed by the 
Board of Works. 
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THE CASHEL. 19 

natives recovered from the sea are conveyed for inter­
ment in the enceinte. The stones of which it is com­
posed are comparatively small, as may be judged from a. 
glance at the foregoing illustration, which is a faith­
ful representation of the external appearance of this 
interesting portal. Its dimensions are height, six feet 
three inches; breadth at top, three feet; at bottom, three 
feet five inches. Its depth is seven feet, which of course 
is here the thickness of the wan. The southern entrance 
is a thing of yesterday, having, together with a large 
portion of the adjoining wall, been erected in toto by 
the men commissioned by the Board of Works as con­
servators.l 

, , '- ' I , , , 

Fig. 5. Ground-plan of Low Entrance. 

Upon the north-western curve of the wall are two 
other ent.rances which, for many reasons, claim parti-

1 This featl.rc, when the stones becon. e 
somewhat weathered and lichened will . , 
r emall a mockery, n delusion, and pro-

bably 1\ snare, to future inquiring anti­
quaries. Its dimensions need not be here 
noted. 
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22 INISMORRAY. 

cular attention. l A description of one would well answer 
for both, though, as may be seen from the accompanying 
drawings, there exists a difference of a few inches in 
their respective measurements. Advancing from without, 
you enter the cashel wall by a flat-headed aperture with 
inclined jambs. The height of this doorway is two feet 
eight inches; its breadth at lintel, two feet; its breadth 
below is somewhat greater. Passing through a kind of 
ope or passage about three feet in depth, and closed over­
head by horizontally-laid flagstones, you enter a dome­
covered chamber, the roof of which is seven feet above 
the present level of the floor. About midway in this 
crypt, which has a diameter of six feet, an obstruction, 
consisting of a nearly perpendicular face of earth, at 
present two feet and a-half in height, is met with. 

No doubt, if the place were cleared out, the height 
would be much more considerable, the original floor 
being probably on a level with the present base of the 
external entrance, or even lower. The rest of the 
crypt is a counterpart of that just passed, but, as the 
sections show, with a floor of higher elevation. This 
plan of construction is very ingenious, and by its adop­
tion defenders of the passage would, doubtless, com­
mand ample vantage-ground against hostile intruders 
from without, who could approach only singly. The 
first comer being disabled or slain, the passage would 
become blocked, in which case no further advance on 
the part of assailant.s could immediately follow. We find 
something almost identical with this defensive arrange­
ment in many of our earliest-looking souterrains, occur­
ring in raths and lisses, and indeed in places which appear 
never to have possessed a mur, or rampart of any kind. 
In the rath examples, a passage more or less lengthy" 
low, and. narrow, is traversed; then comes a sudden 
stoppage, some feet in height, over which a kind of 
tunnel appears. Clamber up the obstruction and you 
will discover the mouth of a second gallery, or passage 
leading into a dome-roofed chamber. It is much the 
same plan in all Irish souterrains of any considerable 

1 See plan of cashel, p. 13, where each is marked "Low Entrance," 
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THE CASHEL. 23 

size. Sir William Wilde, in his work on Lough Corrib, 
p. 205, has given a measured plan and section, accom­
panied by a description of one of these curious remains 
occurring in the neighbourhood of Moytura, as also of a 
second example at Cooslughoga, "the rat's foot," in the 
same neighbourhood. The latter exhibits several signs 
of very great antiquity, one of its side-walls being com­
posed of large upright flagstones, "not unlike those that 
support the roof of tIle passage into New Grange; and, 
like th ose of that remarkable structure, some of them 
are indented with artificial depressions along th eir sides 
and edges." 
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Fig, 9,- Ope of Low Entrunce. No. 2. Taken from Interior of Cashel. 

These two so-called" low entrances" are about thirty 
yards apart. That portion of the cashel's curve in which 
they oecur varies in thickness from eleven to thirteen 
feet. At the openings the depth is eleven feet, while 
the thickness of the wall on the opposite, or eastern and 
southern portion of the fort, varies from seven to about 
eight feet. 
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24 INISMURRA. Y. 

Although neither O'Donovan nor Lord Dunraveh 
appear to have noticed these most remarkable entrances, 
or to have compared their architectural exhibits with 
those of the comparatively better-known Water-gate, 
yet his Lordship did not fail to remark the striking 
diHerences in point of thickness, quality, and geologi­
cal character of masonry, size and arrangement of the 
stones, which appear when the north-western and south­
eastern portions of the fort are fairly examined and 
compared one with the other. The former segment of 
the wall's CUTve is composed of blocks of larger size, 
better selected, and more skilfully laid, than are to be 
found in the latter. The face is in many places truly 
Cyclopean, and the material is of the kind usually found 
in rocks piled beneath the cliffs of the island; easy to 
split, and form into rough building blocks. On the 
opposite side we find small stones, comparatively inferior 
masonry, a wall thinner by five feet or so, a widely dif­
ferent sty le of doorway, and, generally, another ql1ality 
of stone prevailing. Considering these very striking 
differences of detail, it would be scarcely reasonable to 
assume that the building in which they occur is, as a 
whole, of one and the same period. 

Let us seek for fUTther architectural evidence of the 
original character of this most remarkable cashel. The 
interior of the wan appears to have been composed of 
masonry much less strong than that of the exterior, and 
to have fallen in, or crlllnbled down in many places within 
the area. In clearing away the debris, which was at some 
points several yards in thickness, the Board of Works 
people found large stones, which had evidently formed a 
partition between the basis of several pairs of flights of 
steps, or inclines which, as we may judge from three 
happily-remaining examples, led from the ground to the" 
summit of the wall, where there was, no doubt, anciently 
a parapet or breastwork of some kind. When the late 
Earl of Dunraven, in company with Miss Stokes, some 
years ago visited Inismurray, the steps, or inclines re­
ferred to, owing to the accumulation of stones and rub­
bish which had fallen upon them, were scarcely visible. 

Surely the presence of these arrangements, which form 
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• 

so striking a feature in the grand military fortresses of 
Aran, as in Dun Aengus and Dun Connor, in Staig 
Fort, Kerry, in Caher Gall, Galway, and elsewhere, must 
be considered as stamping on Inismurray cashel a purely 
fortress and unmonastic character. A handful of eccle­
siatics and students, such as the island in its most pros­
perous days might have sustained, could never haye 
dreamt of manning a wall of proportions like those of 
tllis structure; and in the "low entrances," here for the 
first time noticed as the original doorways of the cashel, 
I venture to say, we may recognize features which are 
more archaic than any usually found in Irish works 
other than the prehistoric souterraill . 

Let us for a moment just consider bare possibili­
ties. Is it likely that in the sixth century any Irish 
saint, however powerful in a worldly point of view, 
would think of undertaking a task like that of erecting. 
round his cell, and possibly all adjoining ehurch, and 
a few bee-hive houses, a 1nZW or cashel with a wall at 
least twenty feet high, varying in thickness from fifteen 
to seven feet, pierced by cunningly-devised and elabo­
rate doorways, furnished with a series of steps leading 
to the summit of the rampart, having within the sub­
stance of the wall several chambers, and within the 
enclosure lines of covered passages leading to crypts and 
souterrains like those, in olden time, constructed for 
concealment or defence by Firbolgian or Tuatha de 
Danaan tribes? Could he have done so had he so 
desired? How many masons and other artificers, and 
what time, would it take to collect the necessary material 
alld complete such a structure? What would be the use 
of a fortress to men untrained to martial exercise, even 
if their number was sufficient to watch and guard the 
gates and defend the wall ? 

It is greatly to be deplored that when rebuilding or 
refacing a considerable portion of the cashel wall, the 
Board of Works" conservers" appear to have mistaken 
certain spaces between the inclines (see points marked 
A and B respectively in the annexed sketch) for the 
bases of niches. The wall should not have been meddled 
with. It would have been enough just to clear its base 
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of fallen stones and rubbish. As it is, in the "restora­
tion" certain niche-like l'ecesses, for which there is no 
precedent or authority, extending from the ground to 
the summit of the wall, have been constructed . To add, 
if possible, to the absurdity of this modern design, 
within each recess1 has been deposited a cross-inscribed 
memOTial stone which should never have been removed 
from the grave over which it had stood, or lain, for 
perhaps a thousand years, or more. 

Unlike Dun Aengus and some other of the great 
Aran forts which stand upon naked rock, the Inismurray 
cashel has within and al'ound it some soil, shallow indeed, 
but of depth sufficient to admit of covered ways being 
constructed beneath its surface. Any attempt to trace 
the plan of these souterrains would be fiercely resisted 
by the islanders, the enclosure of the cashel having for 
many centuries been used as a cemetery. 

It will be observed on reference to the plan that the 
area of the cashel is divided by stone barriers into four 
divisions of unequal size. These works bear aH the 
marks of extreme age, and there can be little doubt that 
they form an integral portion of the fort as it was ori­
ginally planned. Their use may have been twofold. 
Supposing the place carried by an enemy, the defenders 
would in these walls possess admirable bulwarks, from 
tIle shelter of which it would be a difficult task to drive 
them, while they themselves might still be in a position to 
prol<?ng the struggle, and probably in the end drive away 
the invader. Within their substance, too, might be con­
structed cells like those which are not unfrequently found 
beneath the soil in the enclosure of stone or earthen forts 
of early duys. Some such arrangement may here be 
traced in more places than one; but through the sapping . 
and mining of the. revenue men amongst the stones, in 
search of illicit whiskey, they have become almost entirely 
ruined. 

The main wall of the cashel contains several little 
chambers of a similar character. For what purpose they 
were intended it is difficult to say. At a short distance to 

1 Could the Board of Works " restorer" mistaken pagan for Christian urohitec-
have taken the reoesses for "stations" tw'a ?-W. M . 
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the west of the doorway facing Teampull-na-Teinidh occurs 
Ho chamber of this kind, measurillg seven feet six inches 
in length, by five feet in breadth, and four in height. 
Near it is a second chamber about five feet square, and 
four in height, lighted by windows looking outward. 
This aperture is but eighteen inches in height, by two 
feet in breadth. About thirty feet northward from the 
newly-built southern doorway of the cashel there is a 
small room in the thickness of the wall, which is used 
as a receptacle for the straw bedding of such of the 
natives as die upon the island. It has no name, nor is 
there any tradition as to the time it was first applied 
to its present use. A second chamber of the same kind, 
oval in form, and entered by a small square-headed 
doorway, occurs immediately above. It also is filled with 
rotten straw, remains of tIle bedding of persons interred 
within the cashel. 

In the year 1880 'ome officers of the Board of Public 
Works visited Inismllrray, and set a numerous staff to 
work at the several ruins. Their mission was to conserve 
- at least it was expected to be so but any true antiquary 
or ecclesiologist who had seen the island remains before 
certain changes had been made in their sty le and appear­
ance by the" conservers" (1) will think i t a pity that the 
various structures had been interfered with. The cashe], 
for instance, has neither been 'resto1·ed nor conse1·ved, it has 
been tmnsfoTmed. The wan all round is now of a nearly 
uniform height. There has been much building up; and 
there has been no little throwing down of original work, 
so that at present the structure, with its newly-designed 
and erected Cyc10pean gateway, and other incongruitie:;, 
must be looked upon at least as misleading to future 
antiquarian students. Scores of witnesses to the fact are 
ready to testify to the demulition (to the extent of from · 
three to four feet) of upper portions of the ancient work. 
This levelling down, the natives assert, was to enable 
the "conservers" with the greater ease to themselves, 
to level up. Ancient top courses of stones were required 
as materials for new base work. 

T he wall now presents the appearance of a gigantic 
tub or vat, at least when viewed from a little distance . 
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No one in f?ture will ever be able to say, exactly, what 
was the heIght of the cashel wall in A.D. 1880, unless 
indeed, some memoranda from the note-books of tourist~ 
may yet crop up. Levellers are not likely to have 
recorded measurements of heights in portions of the 
demolished work; but, within a foot or two, native 
recollection may, for a generation, be relied upon. 

"Do not let us talk of restoration," writes Ruskin, 
in his Seven Lamps of A1·chitectu1'e. " The thing is a lie 
from beginning to end. More has been gleaned out of 
desolated Nineveh than ever will be out of rebuilt Milan. 
It is no question of expediency or feeling whether we 
shall preserve the buildings of past times or not. We 
have no right whatever to touch them they are not 
ours. They belong partly to those who built them, and 
partly to all the generations of mankind who are to 
follow us. 'rhe dead still have their right in them. . . . _ 
It matters not whether in rage, or in deliberate folly, 
the people who destroy everything causelessly are ' 
mob; and architecture is always destroyed cause­
lessly." 

The Oloclzans, 01' Oellce. Within the enceinte of the 
cashe1, and evidently forming portion of its original plan 
as a place of habitation, are found three distinctly-deve­
loped structures of the kind ott.en described as "bee-hive 
houses" or "huts," and not a few indications of other 
buildings, more or less cryptic, the exact character of 
which, owing to ancient, as in some instances to modern, 
vandalism, cannot be strictly defined. The most remark­
able of these curious remains is situate at the southern 
termination of the strong barrier which extends from 
the northern side of the cashel, and is known amongst 
the natives as To01'ybr-enell (0' Brenell's Tower), or the 
School-house. It is of an oval form, is composed, on 
the interior, of very large stones, and presents, on 
the exterior, where the sides and roofing have been 
somewhat disturbed, much the appearance of a sepul­
dual mound, or carn. Its internal measurement is 
about thirteen feet in length; breadth, somewhat less; 
and height, from floor to apex of vault, fourteen feet. 
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The walls converge gradually upwards from a little dis­
tance above ground; and upon one side is a kind of 
projecting bench, or seat-like offset., composed of rude 
masonry, upon which, in all probability, the beds of the 
allcient occup!'\.nts were stretched. The aspect of this 
primitive chamber is not unlike that oE a prehistoric burial 
vault, with this exception, that towards the south side is an 
ope, measuring one foot in height, and one foot eight inches 
in breadth, which cannot be said to light the apartment, 
and was probably designed as a passage for air or smoke. 
The style of the entrance is truly archaic, even Oyclo­
pean, and interestingly contrast.s with that of the well­
finished doorways of the adjoining churches. In no part 
of this building, nor in the other cells which I shall have 
occasion to notice, is there a trace of hammered or cut 
stone, or of cement or mortar of any kind. Indeed it 
is impossible to believe that these clochans, or cellre, 
and the churches were contemporaneously ere·cted. The -
height of this ope is three feet eight inches; the breadth 
at top, one foot nine inches; and at bottom, two fee t 
two inches. It will be observed that the inclination of 
the jambs is in this instance exceptionally great. The 
sketch represents the portal as seen from the interior, 
and framing, as it were, a view of the southern entrance 
to the Teampull-na-Te£n£dlz. 

Trahaun-a- Olwn·ees. A second cell, which bears the 
above name, occupies a place within the cashel, close to 
the Water-gate. It is formed, like the School-house, 
of large unhammered stones laid together without 
any cement. In plan, it may be described as an oval, 
or an oblong with the angles rounded off, and having 
at its southern end a second chamber, or kind of ante­
room, which is entered from the larger apartment by 
a very small, low, square-headed doorway. The length 
of the principal chamber is, on the interior, about 
seYen feet; it is difficult to determine the dimensions 
of the smaller one, as many of its parts have fallen, 
a~d the place appears to be more or less blocked up 
wIth l'Ubbish. The principal doorway, of which an 
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illustration is here presented, exhibits unmistakable cha­
racteristics of extreme antiquity. It is in height three 
feet eight inches; in breadth at the lintel, one foot ten 
inches, and at the bottom two feet five inches. The name 
Tr'ahaun-a- Olwn'ees signifies the Lent Trahaun, or place of 
prayer, and the islanders have a tradition that it was here 
the monks were accustomed to assemble for vespers. It i 
difficult to conceive how they could have sung, at least 
with any effect, in so small a place; but probably the 
irahaztn was only so used by them as a temporary refuge 
during the prevalence of severe weather. When singing 
their vespers they may have occupied the green space 
which fronts this mysterious structure. The annexed 
view of the doorway is taken from the interior. Several 
steps, which have all the appearance of high antiquity, 
ascend from it to the level of the ground outside. It 
would thus appear that the site of the tmhaun had been 
more or less excavated. 

From the Water-gate to a point nearly adjoining 
the north-eastern end of Teach jl:folaise a wall, at present 
of inconsiderable height and thickness, extends. This 
work does not seem to contain any chamber, and 
the motive of its erection is difficult of explanation. 
Remains of several passages, or cells, can be traced in 
the broad barrier which runs from St. Molaise's house to 
the so-called School-house, or Toorybrenell, and from 
thence, in a curved line, to the southern doorway (lately 
built) of the cashel. One of these Cl'ypts occurs to the 
north-east of Teampztll-na-Teinidh, but is now so ruined as 
to be almost featureless. It seems to be portion of a 
covered way by which the last-mentioned church was 
connected with Teach Molaise. A description of it in 
its existing state would almost be an impossibility. 
Another cell-like ruined chamber may be noticed in the' 
wall-work which abuts on the south-eastern side of the 
School-house. 

No doubt several passages and small crypts, now 
indistinguishable amongst the debris of the larger divid­
ing wall, exist. Indeed portions of several, which were 
well known to the fathers of the present generation of 
natives, are still faintly visible, While the smaller cella> 
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of the cashel are of irregular form, the larger, as has 
been stated, are nearly circular or oval in plan, both 
within and without never square. 

On St. Michael's Island, or Rock one of the Skelligs, 
oH the southern coast are six cell, or dwelling·houses, 
all of which, though more or less circular without, are 
strictly square within. In like manner, the cell re, or 
dwellings, which were erected in connexion with St. 
Fechin's establishment on A1'doilian, or High Island, 
county Galway, are quadrangular on the interior, 
though ;roughly circular in external plan. The cashel 
there, as we may judge from its existing remains, 
could not at any time have served the purpose of 
a fortification; the wall was never of any considerable 
height or thickness, and the dwellings, be it observed, 
are on its outside. It was probably intended simply as 
a fence by which consecrated ground might be guarded 
against the trespass and pollution of cattle. 

The same might be said of St. Brendan's so-called 
" cashel" on Inis Gloria, county Mayo, the wall of which 
is only two feet wide, and three in height. "fhese pro­
portions could scarcely ever have been greater, little or 
no dibTis occurring; and it is certain that no stones 
which had belonged to it have been carried away. "St. 
Brendan's House," as the bee-hive structure which it 
contains is styled, is circular in form, but there is no 
evidence that it had been erected by that saint. It may 
have been ancient even in his day, and have been simply 
utilized by him. The cell of St. Finan Cam, on Church 
Island, Lough Curraun, county Kerry, is square on the 
interior, and of bee-hive shape externally. On Oilian 
tSenaig, or Senach's Island, one of the Magherees, county 
Kerry, occurs a cashel, the wall of which measures no less' 
than eighteen feet in thickness, and is composed of enor­
mous blocks of limestone. It is difficult to believe that 
this great work was designed solely for the defence of 
the two diminutive oratories and the three bee-hive huts 
which it encloses. We have seen that primitive eccle­
siastical cashels of undoubted character were of ex­
tremely light construction; but here, as on Inismurray, 
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THE CASHEL. 37 

we find a wall of enormous thickness, which must have 
taken much time, cost, and labour, to erect, enclosing 
clochans, rudely built of un cemented stones, and cir­
cular, or oval, in plan. I think it can be shown that 
.at least the great majority of the cellre of our primitive 
Churchmen were internally of a quadrangular form; 
and it seems to be pretty certain that prehistoric cloch­
ans, like the duns, cashe]s, lisses, or cahers, with which 
they are so frequently found associated, were almost 
without exception, more or less circular or oval in plan. 
If this be so, in the absence of any evidence to the con­
trary, we have much reason to believe that the Inis­
murray cashel, and the unmortared cellre which it 
encloses, belong to ante-Christian times in Ireland, and 
were simply utilized, not erected, by the community of 
St. Molaise, or by other Churchmen. 

T each- an-alais, or the Sweat-House. l For various 
reasons it seems desirable that a notice of the vel' 
curious, and perhaps unique, building which lies clos 
to the cashel wall, to the northward, should here be 
given. I al1ude to a stone-roofed structure, in plan 
somewhat of a horseshoe form, which would seem to the 
.architectural eye to be as ancient as any work remaining 
upon the island. It is styled by the natives, who evi­
dently know how to call a spade a spade, simply Teach­
an-al'1:is, or, in English, the "Sweat-house;" and the 
tradition is that the place was used in olden time 
in the way that far-Eastern baths were tens of cen­
turies ago; as formerly, in Britain, were Roman baths; 
and as the ' so-called 'rurkish baths are, even now, 
with us. 

The above remarks had been penned, and the manu­
"Script was already in the printer's hands, when Professor 
Hennessy, of the Science and Art Department, was good 
.enough to furnish me with the following interesting 
memorandum: . 

" It is remarkable tbat what are called Turkish batbs in Ireland and 
Great Britain have been designated Roman-Irish baths in Germany and 
Bohemia. I saw baths designated 'lUimische-Irische Bader' at Prague 
.antI Nuremberg in 1879." H. HENNESSY, F.ll..S. 

I See note at end. • 
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The, structure which is composed of large stones, set 
without mortar or cement, measures internally about 
five feet and a-half, by four feet two inches. The floor 
being covered with stones and rubbish, it is difficult to 
determine the height of the apartment. The distance 
from ground to roof was probably about five feet. There 
is but one aperture a doorway, measuring at present 
two feet in height, by two in width. It is square-headed, 
with slightly-inclined jambs. 

THE OHURCHES. 

Teach Molaise. The cashel contains three small 
churches, or oratories, which are styled Teach Molaise, 
T eampull-na-Bfea1' (this building is also occasionally called 
Teampull J1I{olaise, and, sometimes, the J1I{onastery), and 
Teampull or Teach-na-Teinz'dh, respectively. The most _ 
remarkable, and the best preserved, of these interesting 
structures is the first named. It is called after the patron 
saint of the island (the word teach signifying in the 
Irish language a church, as wen as a house), and is pro­
bably the most ancient building of its class remaining 
in a perfect state of preservation. It is of extremely 
small proportions, measuring, internally, but eight feet 
ten incll e:::; and a-half in length, by seven feet ten inches 
in breadth. The side-walls are of great thickness, in 
order to sustain a roof of stone which still remains un­
impaired, though the storms and frosts of fully twelve 
hundred years have done their worst upon it. In plan 
it is a simple quadrangle, entered by a doorway situate 
in its western end, and lighted by a single window 
placed in the opposite gable at a considerable distance 
above the level of the ground. The walls are composed 
of stones, generally of large size, set in somewhat 
irregular courses; all except those forming the doorway 
and window casings being rough and unhewn. The 
masonI'Y, nevertheless, is in style much less rude than 
that of the cashel, or of the bee-hive houses; and mor­
tar composed of lime, made apparently from sea shells, 
was freely used throughout the building. Owing to 
the fact of the roof being externally overspread with 
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42 INISMURRA.Y. 

vegetable matter, and lined on the interior with a thick 
coating of cement, it is impossible to ascertain with any 
degree of certainty the manner in which the stones of 
which it is built are laid. The upper part of the western 
gable and some feet of the adjoining roof are slightly 
lower than the level of the more eastern portion of the 
building, with which they should cone pond. It would 
seem that at some period, not now remembered, the 
roof had been broken, and was clumsily repaired . A 

I kind of bench or seat, composed of solid masonry about 
two feet in height, and over a foot in depth, extending 
the entire length of the south side-wall, upon the ex­
terior, forms a unique feature in this building. A /:lome­
what similar offset occurs in the interior, and is styled 
by the natives the "Saint's Bed," from a tradition that 
it served as a sleeping bench to l\Iolaise, when this teach 
was his dwelling-place. Another story is that the saint 
lies buried within it. The nat.ives declare that here 
are hidden a number of holy books which had belonged 
to the monastery in its palmy days.l At the eastern 
end is an altar constructed of rude stones of various 
sizes, and roughly In.id without any kind of cement. Its 
upper surface is covered with small flags brought frolll 
various parts of the interior of the cashel. Most of these 
are fragments of monumental slabs. While removing 
some of the accumulation in search of carved or lettered 
stones, my companion, a Ulan of considerable mark on 
the island, went somewhat deeper than any explorer 
had before been known to penetrate, and was rewarded 
by the discovery of a cist-like ho11ow within the centre 
of the altar. This singular cavity was, no doubt, in­
tended as a secret receptacle for some very sacred relic. 
We found within it a decayed piece of wood, apparently 
yew, shaped something like the flat pencil, such as car- . 
penters sometimes use, and nleasuring about two inches 
in length. This we reverently returned to the citit, dver 
which we replaced the stones, leaving the altar just in its 
usual condition. 

The doorway, which measures four feet seven inches 
in height, and one foot nine inches in breadth, is formed 

1 See ante, p. 7. 
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44 INISM ORRAY. 

of wen-cut stones carefully fitted together. Most of them 
extend through the entire thickness of the wall. Its sides 
are quite vertical, a circumstance worthy of remark, as 
opes of this early flat-headed class are almost invariably 
narrower at the top than at the base. Upon the exterior 
face of the lintel, over the centre of the entrance, is in­
scribed a cross of the Greek pattern, but with bifurcated 
terminations to its vertical and horizontal members, and 
a small circular pellet opposite each angle of the figure. 
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This i'orm of cross is one of the very earliest known to 
students of Irish, and, I believe, of Eastern, Ohristian 
symbols. A carving somewhat similar, enclosed within 
a circle, occurs upon the doorway lintel of the grand 
old church of St. Fechin at Fore, county Westmeath. A 
few other like instances might be mentioned. It is seen, 
perhaps, in a later form upon the doorway of Antrim 
Round Tower. All the church doorways upon which it 
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is exhibited are of a primitive type. It is a curious 
circumstance that this cross appears to have remained 
unobserved by O'Donovan, Petrie, Lord Dunraven, and 
other writers who have more or less described the pecu­
liarities of Teach Molaise. So far as I am aware, it is 
here for the first time referred to. The accompanying 
engraving has been faithfully reduced from a rubbing, 
and a drawing leisurely made by myself while I still had 
the subject in view. Its dimensions can be ascertained by 
reference to the scale which accompanies the illustration. 

The only window in the structure, as already stated, 
is placed in the eastern gable, right over the altar, from 
the table of which it seems to spring. Like the doorway, 
it is composed of very large stones, nearly all extending 
through the thickness of the wall. Its semicircular head 
is not constructed on the principle of the arch, but has 
been carved out of one, or rather out of a pair of stones. _ 
'fhe jambs incline greatly upwards, and therE:; is a CO Il­

siderable splay. From the base of the interior to th 
exterior of the light are four step-like ledges surmounted 
by a bevel, as shown in the sketch. The outer measure­
ments of this window are height, to curve of arch, one 
foot four inches; one foot three inches wide at base, 
and one foot one inch at commencement of arch. Round 
the exterior of the ope is a kind of recessed fillet, 
the only example of merely decorative carving (if we 
except the cross on the lintel) which the building 
presents. 

On Sundays and holidays the natives use this, the 
reputed dwelling and oratory of their patron saint, as a 
place of prayer and meditation. Notwithstanding the 
narrowness of its proportions, the islanders, one and all, 
are impressed with an idea that the place could never be 
so filled with worshippers that room might not be found 
for more. 

From the projection, or seat, extending along the 
southern side of Teach ll£olaise, a view comprising nearly 
the whole of the places of interest embraced by the 
cashel can be obtained. Almost directly in front is the 
!'f0nastery, as that structure is somet.imes styled. Nearly 
m the same direction are Oloca-b?"eaca, and Altoir beg, 
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• 

two of the principal stations of the enclosure, as also the I 

remarkable Praying Stones, the Holed Stone, and i ts 
companion. Somewhat to the right are Teach-na-Teinidlt, 
the Schoolhouse, and other cenre; and in an opposite 
direction, the Lent rrrahaUll, and the Water-gate. rfhe 
latter was, no doubt, in early days, the portal generally 
used by all who entered or departed from the sacred 
bounds. It has lately been stopped up. What strange 
manner of people must have passed beneath its lintel, 
from Firbolgian days to our own time; llOW various 
their thoughts and aspirations! "lHan may come, and 
man may go," but it remains as ever. We can imagine 
St. Molaise in company with the fiery, but also saintly, 
Columba, and a few less distinguished clerics, seated 
upon the stony bench referred to,. counselling, instruct­
ing, and directing the" family" under their charge in 
ghostly matters, or in the execution of mundane works, -
which the requirements of the monastery from time t 
time necessitated. Moreover, it was a sheltered spot, 
no doubt dear to the contemplative mind. The sacred 
edifices were grouped around, and in front lay rows of 
cross-marked graves of departed brothers. 

The effigy of an ecclesiastic, carved in oak, and 
about four feet eight inches in height, at present occu­
pies a position in an angle of the cell. It is not known 
with certainty that this was its original place. The 
natives assert that it is a statue of their patron saint, 
Molaise, and believe it to be the work of the Goban 
Saol', a famous artificer who, there is reason to assume, 
flourished some time in the sixth century, or there­
abouts. On the other hand, it has been described (but 
by persons who were totally ignorant on any subject 
of art) as the figure-head of a ship; some asserting it 
to have belonged to one of the vessels of the Ar­
mada, several of which were wrecked on the coast of 
Sligo. 1 Others conjecture that it probably surmounted 
the prow of a merchantman cast away in the neighbour­
hood, and that it came to shor8, where it was picked 

1 In sight of Inismurray. The reef on 
which they struck is still called" Carrig­
na-Spania," or Tile Spallia?'d's Rock . 

They were prob!tbly seeking for shelter 
in Milk Haven, but f!tiled to make the 
entrance. W. M. 
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Fig. 21. Oaken Figure of St. Molaise . 
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PLATE HL] 
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I NI S)IU llUAY, CO . S LIOO. [To f ace Pr,A'fll IV . 
• 

TEAM1'ULL MOLAISE, CALLED ALSO TEAMPULL - NA· BFEAR, TEAMPULL MOR, OR THE MONASTERY, 

As it stood before it came into the bands of the Board of Works restorers . 
Reduced from the photographic plate in Lord Dunraven's "Notes on Irish Architecture," publisbed in I875-
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THE CA.SHEL CHURCHES. 49 
• 

up by some of the islanders, who, imagining it to be a 
figure of their saint, miraculously delivered to them by 
the sea, placed it over, or beside, the altar of their 
church! 

The truth is, the effigy represents a cleric no doubt 
St. Molaise and that it is a medireval work, executed, 
as may be judged from its style, some time about the 
commencement of the fifteenth century. It may possibly 
be somew~lat older or somewhat later. The figure has 
been subjected to much ill usage. It is said on one 
occasion to have been stolen, and carried to sea, thrown 
overboard, and used as a target for rifle and pistol 
practice, and then set adrift.l Next morning, however, 
it was discovered in its accustomed place in the church. 
The figure had probably been found floating by some 
native fishermen, or had been washed ashore by the tide. 
Little can now be said of the face or hands, almost every _ 
detail having disappeared; but the folds of the dres ', 
though exhibiting a degree of stiffness characteristic ' 
middle-age design, are not destitute of a certain amoun t 
of artistic feeling. 

Oaken statues of local saints would appear not to 
have been uncommon even in remote Western churches. 
One of St. Brendan remains on Clare Island, a seconu 
on Inis Gloria. A wooden st.atue of St. Ibar is recorded 
to have existed on the once celebrated island of Beg 
Erin, off the coast of Wexford. 

Teampull-na-Bfear. In this venerable structure we 
may recognize a church, as distinguished from an oratory. 
It measures twenty-five feet six inches in length, by 
twel ve feet in width, and, like every Irish temple of its 
class anu period, is in plan a plain oblong quadrangle, 
with a square-headed doorway in the west gable, and 
a window to the east. In no striking respect does .its 
architectural style differ from that of the building last 
describod, except that the roof was probably composed of 
timber, thatch, or scraws certainly not of stone. The 
doorway is four feet eleven inches high; one foot nine 

1 This occurrence took place early in the present century. w. M. 
• 

E • 
• 
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50 INISMURRAY. 

and a-half inches in breadth at top, and one foot eleven 
inche at bottom . Its component stone are all large, 
well wrought, and nicely fitted together. The lintel is 
particularly long and ma ive. A window very imilar 
to that ju t de cribed a belonging to Teach 11!{olaz'se 
is seen in the ea tern gable. It has the same kind of 
, step,' inclined ide, and a large splay. On the in­
terior it mea ure to the prillg of the arch, two fo t 
eleven inche ; breadth at top, two feet eight incbes, 
and at ba e, two feet nine and a-balf incbe . It semi­
circular covering i carved out of two eparate Rtone . 
Tbe side-walls are prolonged one foot beyond the faco 
of the eastern gable, and form pila ter about two feet 
five inches wide. Such projections are found in not a 
few of our earlier churches, both on their eastern and 
western terminations. It seems a strange arrange­
ment tbat they should appear here on the eastern end 
only. 

There is on Ini mUlTay a legend, that in the erec­
tion of this church St. Molaise and the celebrat d St. 
Columba were partners, but tbat, owing to a difference 
in their respective dispositions, the one being mild and 
retiring, the otber hot and enterpri ing, they could not 
at all times thoroughly agree; and so Columba made up 
his mind to leave the island. It i a remarkable fact that 
in the extensive cemetery which surrounds this so-called 
"Church of the Men," no woman i permitted to be 
interred. '1'he burial-ground for females i at TeampttlL­
na-mban, or the "W omen'R tllUl'ch," situated some dis­
tance outside the cashel. It is universally believed by . 
the islanders that if a woman be buried in the men's 
ground the corpse will be removed, during the night, 
by unseen hands to the woman's cemetery, and vice 

A versa. 
Could Columba bave originated the rule that Dlen 

only should be buried in the cashel? He seems to be 
credited with a horror of women. Alludillg to the Ceme­
tery of the Nuns at Iona, Pennant writes : " 'rhis nun­
nery could never have been founded (as some assert.) in 
the days of St. Oolumba, who was no admirer of the fair 
sex: in fact, he held them in such abhorrence that he 

• 
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detested all cattle on their account, and would not permit 
a cow to come within sight of his sacred walls, because, 

S'jm' am bi ba, bi'dh bum, s'fm' am bi bean, bi'cllt mallacha.-

" Where there is a cow there must be a woman; and where there is 
a womnn thrrc must be mischief." 

But the separation of the sexes in death was usual in 
other Celtic districts. For instance (I once more quote 
Pennant) : "Descend to the ruins of old Kin-Garth 
Church" (Isle of Bute) ; " two cemeteries belong to it, a 
higher and a lower: the last was allotted for the inte -
ment of females alone; because, in old times, certam 
women being employed to carry a quantity of holy earrh­
brought from Rome, lost some by the way, and so in­
cUlTed this penalty for their negligence that of belIlg 
buried separated from the other sex." 

Teampull-na-Te";niclll. Of the various edifices remain­
ing within the cashel, that mysterious structure called 
Teampull-na-Teiniclh or the" Church of the Fire," is, in 
its present state, the most modern. It should be ob­
served that this building is sometimes styled Teach,­
na-Teinidh by the islanders. It is oblong in fOI'm, 
m a uring, internally, seventeen feet four inches by 
eleven feet four inches. The walls are two feet 
thick, and in their construction stones of small size 
and much lime-mortar appear to have been used. 
There are two flat-topped entrances, one on either 
side, placed about midway between the gables. The 
northern one might possibly have served the pur­
poses of a window. Altogether, the building cannot be 
considered . older than the fourteenth century it may 
be even considerably later; but that it stands on the site 
of an earlier structure is extremely probable. On the 
soffit of the lintel-stone of its south-eastern doorway 
(for the TeampuZl, or Teach, does not lie, as is usual in 
the majority of our churches, more or less directly east 
and west) n;ay be seen carved the greater portion of a 
very ancient cross. This covering very likely belong:ed 
to the doorway of an older edifice. The sacred emblem 
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Fig. 22. Interior of TCllmplllt-llll - TcinidlL (sometimes called TeaclHIII-TcittidlL), 
showing, in foregronnd, position of Ancient H earth . 
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Fig. 23. Cross inscribed on Lintel of Doorway of Tealllpltll, or Teacll -lIa- Tc/IIidll . 
Length, IS! i.'-lches ; breadth, 12 inches. 
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appears to have been sometimes engraved on the soffits 
of early square-headed doorways, as at Killiney, county 
Dublin, and in Our Lady's Church, Glendalough, county 
Wicklow. Up to the time when the Board of Works 
officials commenced operations upon the cashel buildings, 
Teach-na-Te£n£dh remained in a tolerable state of pre erva­
tion. The greater portion, indeed, of the south-we tern 
gable had fallen, or had been pulled down, so tbat only 
a few feet of the wall remained. This ha been almost 
entirely rebuilt, and a plain, featureless, uninteresting 
work is the result. Why ha this been done? Mu t it 
be taken for granted that there had been no window or 
ot.her aperture at this end of the structure? Surely, the 
little quadrangular ope which remains in the oppo ite 
gable was quite insufficient to afford eyen a "dim 
religious light" to the interior. There were no win­
dows in the side walls, though there are, apparently, 
two doorways which might not at all times have been 
kept closed. 

It would appear that archreology has suffered an irre­
parable loss by the disappearance from Teach-1la- Tein£dlt of 
a most remarkable :Bagstone, called Leac-na-Teinz"dlz, "the 
Stone of the Fire," by which a supposed miraculous hearth, 
the foundations of which still remain, was until lately 
covered. The slab is said by several of the natives of 
the island to have been broken and utilized as building 
material by the reconstructors of the gable ju t referred 
to. It was, I believe, the only relic remaining in Ire­
land which appeared to be connected in some way, 
perhaps long forgotten, with the mysterious fire-worship 
practised by our Aryan forefathers. With the Holed 
Stones, the Sacred Wells, the Turning or Swearing Stones, 
presently to be noticed, it formed an important feature 
in a group of monuments not elsewhere found associated 
within extremely limited bounds a group, indeed, the 
due consideration of which directs our attention to the far 
East, where, while the world was some thousands of years 
younger, not a few of the quaintest myths and observances 
which are generally considered characteril:itie of the Celtic 
mind had their origin. What remains of the Hearth, or 
Fireplace, is of a quadrangular form, measuring three feet 
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three inches on each side. It consists (see plan, fig. 24) 
of seven stones, four of which are placed on edge, and set 
deeply in the ground, in the manner of a pagan cist. 
The sides face, as nearly as possible, the cardinal points, 
and are therefore in position not coincident with the sur­
rounding walls of the Teach. The spot has its legend, or 
legends, two of which are of a very remarkable character. 
The natives all aver that here, of old, burned a perpetual 
fire, from whence all the hearths on the island, which 
from allY cause had become extinguished, were rekindled . 
Some say that it was only necessary to place a sod of turf 
upon the now missing Leac, when miraculous combust.ion 
immediately ensued. Others declare that the sought- or 
fire WRS giveu out in the shape of a small burning" coal '~ 

t 
• • • • • • • • • • • • 

Fig. 24. Leac-Ila-Tci,lidh, or "The Stone of the Fire." 

• 

but all agree that from Leac-na-Teinidh, and from it alone, 
all the island fires were kindled, or relit. A time, how­
ever, arrived, how long ago it is impossible to determine, 
when the famous hearth was to be ignominiously quenched 
for ever. The story of its extinction, universally told, 
and believed in by the islanders, is as follows: (( In the 
old time a Rh'anger, said to have been a Scot, who had 
casually landed upon Inismurray, on hearing of the won­
derful hearth, at once proceeded to the Teach, where he 
found the fire, as usual, smouldering." It is not neces­
sary here to detail exactly the further action of the visitor. 
Suffice it to say that, probably out of idle bravado, he 
shamefully desecrated the Lea(:, " and lo! a miracle was 
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the iIllmediate result. The fire which up to that fatal 
moment had been scarcely vi ible at once flared up, 
and swiftly assumed the strength and appearance of 
a burning fiery furnace, its flames lapping and enve­
loping the wretched victim, so that he could neither 
struggle against them nor fly, and stood melting, as 
it were, into nothingness, so that after a moment 
little remained but fragmentary bones, cracked and 
distorted," like those which are sometimes found in 
pagan carns or barrows where cremation had been 
practised. 

It is a curious fact in connexion with this well·d legend, 
that within a niche, measuring one foot ten inches by one 
foot five inches, and about one foot in depth, situate in 
what may be called the eastern gable, a number of bones, 
evidently human, and having apparently been under the 
action of intense fire, are to this day pointed to as having­
belonged to the ill·fated Albanach, or Scot, and in con­
firmation of the narrative relating to what is supposed 
by the people of Inismurray to have been a miraculous 
intervention of the local saint. The tradition points to 
no date, and the immolation referred to may have 
occurred many centuries ago. There existed of old in 
Ireland, during the Danish period of rapine, a class of 
people who were called Gall GaedMll. They had re­
nounced their baptism, and had assumed the customs 
of the Northmen, and had been fostered by them; but 
some of them did penance, and came to make satisfaction. 
(See" Fragments of Annals" : the J02t?"nal R.H.A.AJ.,. 
vol. iv., p. 367.) Such renegade natives of Erin would, . 
do",n at least to the beginning of the twelfth century, 
be described as Scots by any of their countrymen who 
might have had the misfortune to come in contact with 
them. 

CHURCI-I OUTSIDE THE CASHEL. 
• 

Teampull-na-mban, the "Woman's Church," some­
times called by the islanders Teampull Muz"re, or the 
"Church of Mary," stands at a little distance to the 
llOrth-west of the cashel. It measures twenty-eight 
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58 INISMURRAY. 

feet in length by thirteen in breadth. The walls are 
of unusual height in an Irish cill of its size. A portion 
of the remaining masonry must be referred to a very 
early age; but nearly the whole of the upper walls 
appear to have been rebuilt. 'l"'his change probably 
took place in the latter part of the fourteenth, or early 
in the fifteenth, century, to about which period the 
characteristics of the long, flat-topped eastern light 
would seem to point. The original doorway, which wa', 
as is usual in early hi h churche, placed in the centre 
of the west end, and which is llOW blocked with ma OID'y, 
measures four feet in height, three feet six inches broad 
at the top, and at base four feet. It is composed of 
rather small stones, the lintel only being of any con­
siderable size. It is probable that at the time this early 
doorway was stopped up, an entrance, now in a ruined 
state, situate in the south side· wall, was broken through 
and used in its stead. This kind of alteration wa con­
tinually made, during the Middle Age , in old hish 
churches. The side-walls have each a narrow, flat­
headed window, the jambs of which are vertical. The 
southern wall would long ago have fallen but for a but­
tTess which was built for its support. There is nothing 
worthy of special description in this much-l'emodelled 
church, which is only valuable as illustrating, in some 
degree, the progressive changes which during medireval 
days took place in the style and spirit of Irish archi­
tectural constructiOlI . In the immediate vicinity of 
T eampull Muire are found anum ber of most interesting 
leachta and other monuments. The view presented .is 
taken from the north-west angle of the church. In the 
distance will be noticed a grand range of mountains 
belonging to the mainland of Sligo. Most conspicuous 
amongst them is Benbulbin, so called from Canal G~tlban, 
son of Niall of the Nine Hostages, who was fostered in 
its neighbourhood. 

• 

\ 

• 



• 

• 

ALTARS IN CASHEL. 59 

THE ALTAL{S WLTHIN THE CASHEL.-" CURSING STONES" , 
I~TC. 

Standing within the cashel are three quadrangular 
structures composed of rough uncemented masonry, and 
apparently, except that they are of smaller size, and more 
carefully built, differing in little from the monumental 
piles, or leaclzta, which are fOlmd at certain" stations," 
distributed along the seaboard of the ioSland. They are 
styled altars, and are visited by stranger devotees on 
occasions of pilgrimage to Inismurray, and by the na­
tives, from time to time. 'rhe largest and most impo.·· 
tant of the three is called 0l0clza-b1'eaca (" the speckled­
stones "), from the number of curiously-wrought, t ime 

~-==-- -'~-=: = :- - - -. -= _ ..... -

Fig. 26. Olocha-brcaca Altar, 7 feet square, by about :3 feet in height. 

• 

and weather-tinted lithic relics of a long, long past, and 
of most mysterious cltaracter with which its surface is 
overspread. So numerous, indeed, are these remains, 
that it is generally believed upon the island that they 
cannot be counted, eaeh and every person who has 
essayed the task rendering, as far as can be remem­
bered, a different account. Petrie was, I believe, the 
first to notice remains of this class; and his opinions 
coneernillg' them have been summed up by Dr. Stokes, 
(see Life of Pet?'ie, p. 295), as follows : "Stones of this 
class are believed, to the present day, to be possessed of 
miraculous properties for healing sicknesses, and are 
used for swearing on, and also as maledictory stones . 
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Two of them, both of which bear inscriptions as well as 
crosses, are to be seen in the Paris Museum. They are 
common in the western I les of Scotland." When de­
scribing the Cathedral of Iona, Pennant writes, p. 287:­
" A little north-west of the door is the pedestal of a cross. 
On it are certain stones that seem to have been the sup­
ports of a tomb. Numbers who visit this island (I sup­
pose the Elect, impatient for the consummation of all 
things) think it incumbent on them to turn each of these 
thrice round, according to the course of the sun. They 
are called Olacha-brath; for it is thought the brath, or 
end of the world, will not arrive till the stone on which 
tltey stand is worn through. (Originally,' writes Sache­
verel, (there were three noble globes 'of white marble 
placed on three stone basins, and these were turned 
round; but the Synod ordered them, and.sixty crosses, to 
be thrown into the sea. The present stones are probably 
substituted in place of these globes.'" Petrie conjectures 
t.hat they were originally (( portable altar ,or supe1' altaria, 
commonly used throughout Christendom in the Middle 
Ages consecrated stones, to be laid upon unconsecrated 
altars when celebrating mass on a journey, or when 
access to a consecrated altar was impossible. There is 
abundant evidence that such were commonly used in 
lrc1and in the time when teachers of Christianity were 
travelling missionaries." Another object of these stones, 
Petrie suggests, was (( that they might serve as memorials 
left by those early teachers to aid in preserving the 
memory of their laboUTs, and keeping aliye devout feel­
ings among the people." This seems borne out by .a 
passage in the Book of Lecan, which states that Aire, son 
of Forba, who died A.D. 737, had a son Erna, or Hiel'lle, 
( who left no heirs but mass stones.'" After giving many 
legends which seem to support this theory, Petrie also 
conjectures, but with less confidence, that these stones 
may have been borne by pilgrims from the Holy Land, 
or else brought into the country by foreigl1 monks, who 
came in such crowds to Ireland in the fifth century. He 
adds that he would not have hinted at this theory but for 
an interesting legend, related to him by O'Curry, of a 
black stone which fell from heaven, on the altar before 
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St. Declan, when he was returning from Rome. " And 
11 8 had great courage against the Gentiles through the 
power of this stone, alld he had it carried home." 
. Whether Petrie was right in any of his theories 
regarding the character of these stones is a question 
which, no doubt, illvites a considerable amount of dis­
cussion. We know that a remarkable system of anathe­
matizing their real or supposed enemies, at least occa­
sionally, prevailed amongst the people of Ireland at a 
period antecedent to their conversion to Christianity. 
Part of the proceedings consisted in the turning of cer­
tain stones. Cursing in this manner bears with it a strong 
aroma of Paganism. Many of my readers will, no doub! , 
recollect some apposite lines in one of Sir Samuel F er-­
guson's truly national poems. The incident rela+ed 
to a story of ante-Christian days, the Burial of Ki g 
Cormac, recorded in one of our earliest manuscripts :-

" They loosed their curse against the king, 
They cursed him in his flesh and bones j 

And daily in thcir mystic ring 
They turn'd the maledictive stones." 

Now, seeing the antiquity of a practice of cursing, in 
which it would appear that the turning of stones was a 
necessary formula, it is interesting to find that on Inis­
murray a similar procedure, though now of rather rare 
occurrence, is still observed, or has been so, within the 
memory of persons still young. 

During ordinary pilgrimages on the" Way to the 
Cross," the usual route is round the altar from left to 
rig'ht, in the cow'se of the sun. When vengeance is desired, 
an oppo ite course i adopted, the stones are thrice 
turned, the curse being "loosed" at each revolution, 
and the ceremony ends. Woe to him, however, who 
anathematizes his neighbour wrongly! as the curse can 
have no effect on the innocent, and is sure to recoil, 
exactly as uttered, on the head of the issuer. . 

This ceremonial, turning from left to right, was 
called Desiul by the Irish, and also by the Highlanders 
of Scotland. It is not necessary here to do more than 

• 

• 



• 

62 INISMURRA. Y. 

refer to the erudite communication laid before the Royal 
Irish Academy (see P 'roceedz'ngs, second ser., vol. i., Po1. 
Lit. and Antiq.), by Sir Samuel Fm'guson, on the sub­
ject of this striking and old-world prevailing observance. 
Sir WaIter Scott has referred to the feeling prevalent 
amongst the mountaineers of bis country, which prompts 
them to pass round an individual whom they wish to 
honour in the course of the sun. On the other hand, 
to go to the left is tantamount to a malediction, and is 
called by the singular name of "withershins." The fol­
lowing yerse from an old Scotch ballad was written out, 
from memory, by Lady Rachel Butler, and kindly laid 
before the Rev. James Graves, who was good enough 
to dTaw my attention to it. It seems that the wither­
shins, or widdeTshins as the word appears in the manu­
script, was considered as unfortunate on sea as it WhS 

on land;-

" My love he built anither ship 
An' set her on the main, 

H e had but twenty mariners 
To bring her back again; 

The stormy wind did loutlly blaw, 
The raging waves did flout, 

An' my love an' his bonnie ship 
Turned widuershins about." 

From left to right has ever been, as far as memory goes, 
the processional order of our funeral rounds and stations. 
It was thus the piper marched at a feast, and it was from 
left to right the flowing measures of 'wine or of other 
liquors were filled in days of old Irish hospitality. ~t 
was the lucky turn, while that to the left was the reverse. 
Even children, for good fortune's sake, in some parts of 
Ireland were occasionally christened by the singular 
name of " North-east"! The reverence for the" Desiul" 
is evidently of extreme antiquity, and of Oriental origin. 

Only five of the many altar-8tones (sometimes styled 
"Cursing" or "Swearing Stones ") remaining on Clocha­
breaca are decorated. In all cases the figure presented is 
that of a Greek cross, enclosed by a circle. Two of the 
examples which I shall first describe are highly ornate, so 
much so, indeed, that their de8ign might form a valuable 
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Fig . 27.-Altar· stono all Cloclla · brcaca. No.!. D· 1- 1 ' h lumeter, D. me es. 
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tudy to an illuminating arti t intent on reproducing 
early Iri h work of sacred, or simply decorative, character. 
It i perfectly evident that the tone here figured could 
never have been u ed a a portable altar. In form it 
i like a lightly depre, ed globe, mea. uring fifteen and 
a-half inche in diameter, -and weighing, a well as might 
be judged, about twenty-eight pound . The mode of 
executing the de ign, which appear on the two la.rge 
stoue ,wa probably as follows : 'rhe figures of the 

and their . were marked out by an in-
cised line, and all intermediate paces slightly lowered. 
Thus, the limbs of the cross proper are represented by 
panel faintly unk, while at the inter ection and. in the 
arm were left, in low relief, bands or fillet . In the larger 
example, the central circular fillet, if it ever exi ted, 
appears to have been worn away; but from the inter ec­
tion extends through each limb a fiat baud, which divides 
about midway between the centre and the extremity of 
the arm, forming two fillets, which separate gradually, 
and terminate in a knot, or triquetra pattern, such a in 
early Irish art is usually considered emblematic of the 
Holy Trinity. Each quadrant in the design of the larger 
stone exhibits a beautiful triple group of spiral. Theso 
may likewi e be considered as emblems of the Three in 
One. Except in certain lights, the work on the e stones 
is difficult to trace; but, strangely enough, by the aid of 
tough thin paper, and a handful of gra ,not too dry nor 
yet too juicy, anyone accustomed to make rubbings will 
be able to bring up the entire pattern. 

The stone which I shall now notice, from the style of 
its decoration and unusual size, ight be regarded in 
some measure as a fellow to that which has just been 
described. It is, however, rather smaller. Like the 
other, it is almost globular in form, the engraved por­
tion, and the base, if may so style the oppo ite side, 
being somewhat, but very slightly, flattened. Its weight 
il; very considerable, and from convexity of form the 
stone was wh Hy unsuited for the purposes f an altar . 
hut tri was possibly correct in 'upposing that tones 
of thit; kind may have been left in comm m ration of a 
ViHit paid to the shrine (in connexion with which they are 
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Fig. 28 .. -Altar-stone on Ctoca-breaca. No. 2 . Diameter, ll~ inches. 
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found) by some distinguished visitor. In such a case 
examples like the two under observation must have been 
selected, and engraved on or near the spot where they 
are now found. It will be observed that in this instance 
the members of the cross extend from a small circle at the 
intersection, and that the quadrants are unoccupied by 
any figure. The triquetra here produced is a feature in 
the production of which the old artists in stone of Inis­
mUl'ray seem to have delighted; but with their treat­
ment it is never monotonous, and seems always in its 
proper place. 
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Fig. 29.-Altar Stone on Cloca-b,·eaca. No. 3. Greater Diameter, lO~ inches. 

A third example of the Oloca-b1'eaca punched or 
engraved stones is here represented. It is considerably 
smaller than its more highly-wrought companions, and 
like th m, from weight and form, could not possibly have 
been used as a portable altar. It is fashioned somewhat in 
the shape o£ an egg, and measures ten and a-half inches 
in its greater diameter. Upon what may be considered 
its upper surface a plain Greek cross, surrounded with a 
circle, has been engraved or punched. The members '0£ 
the figure, from their point of intersection, gradually 
expand in a slight curve, and terminate in horizontal or 
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straight-lined edges, between which and the circle are 
unoccupied space. The de ign on the stone, taken as a 
whole, has a very primitive look. 'rhe absence of pellets 
or ring in the quadrant, and of the triquetra figure in 
the body of the cross, would lead one to suppose that in 
this example, and in another presently to be noticed, we 
may recognize the olde t figured representation of so­
called "altar-stones" to be found on Inismurray, or 
indeed elsewhere in Ireland. 

• 

Fig. 30. Altar Stone on Cloea-brcaca. No. 4; Diameter of Circle, 6! inches. 

The stone to which the annexed engraving refers 
is rather ruder in character than the three which 
have just been described. The carving upon it is of 
the simplest kind a circle divided into quad ran ts by 
a perpendicular and a horizontal line. The design is 
exactly like that of the (( St. Patrick's Oross" usually 
worn by girls and children in Ireland on the festival 
day of our National Saint. It is undoubtedly the 
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• • • 

oldest form of cross known to this country, and, 
strange to say, by what appears accidental coincidence, 
a figure, in some respects )lot unlike it, is occasionally 
found on the bases of burial urns discovered in pre-his­
toric cists in Ireland, or, as at Dowth, upon stones of 
sepulchral tumuli. This form of cross, as a Christian 
symbol, was in all likelihood brought into Ireland from 
the East by foreign ecclesiastics, who as missionaries 
flocked to our shores during the sixth century. Its in-

• 

• 

I/, ' 

Fig. 3l.-Altar Stone on Cloca-bl'caca. No. 6. Diameter of Circle, about 6 inches. 

troduction to Erin may, indeed, have taken place at a 
period somewhat earlier, as there is every reason to be­
lieve that the Faith had penetrated to certain districts of 
this country at a time considerably anterior to the first. 
ad vent of St. Patrick. 1 

It will be noticed, on reference to the accompanJing 
etchings of the fifth, and last, of the Oloea-breaca " altar­
stones" remaining to be described, that it differs consi., 
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• 

derably in character from the others. It is, as is usual . 
In objects of its class, of a rather flattened globular 
form . The cross, with which it is engraved, or rather 
.punched, partakes mainly of the Greek form; but there 
are peculiarities observable in the design, some of which 
are worthy of note. The three upper members termi­
nate in widely splaying bifurcations, such as, in Irish 
crosses, are only found in examples of extremely early 
date, while the shaft rises, from a line, now somewhat 
weath81<worn and abraded, but which appears to have 
been originally straight and uniformly horizontal. There 
are four pellets, one in each quadrant, and the figure is 
encompassed by a depressed circular band, like the re t, 
punched or picked in the stone, not carved. This kind of 
manipulation is characteristic of our oldest lapidary re­
cords, even of the ogams (to say nothing of pre-historic 
rock-markings), and bespeaks, in any work in which it is 
found, a very considerable degree of antiquity. 

Miscellaneous R emains on Oloca-breaca. It is curious 
that the" altar-stones" of Inismurray just noticed have 
not before this been described or illustrated in any pub­
lication wholly or partly devoted to the elucidation of 
Irish antiquarian subjects. But they by no means com­
prise the only obj ects of archreological interest remaining 
upon the Oloca-breaca altar. Along with them will be 
found certain stones of most singular and mysterious 
character, unlike, indeed, any remains hitherto noticed 
as appertaining to rites or usages of the ancient Irish 
Church. Of the largest, and every way the most rema;rk­
able of these relics, the Dallastype here presented will 
afford a very correct idea. It consists of a block of sand­
stone· the prevailing stone of the island measuring 
about two feet in extreme length; the upper portion is 
somewhat cube-shaped; the lower consists of a sort of 
stem, or shaft, gradually narrowing as it descends, and 
evidently intenued for insertion in a base of some kind. 
The latter, if it consisted of a single stone, unfortunately 
cannot now be found; but it is not unlikely that the 
shaft may originally have been socketed in the masonry 
of the altar. A small hollow, circular in plan, descends 
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F ig. 32. IIollowed Stone, with Cover, on Cloca-breaca; use unknoll n. 
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vertically into the body of the stone, to a distance 
which, owing to the presence of decayed matter, pro­
bably vegetable, withill it, I could not ascertain with 
accuracy. A cover, formed of a flag, and ha.ving a 
stopper, like what we see in modern glass ware, of a size 
exactly fitting the neck of the boring, usually surmounts 
the stone, but is sometimes laid be ide it (see fig. 32). 
The front presents a Latin cross, in the centre of which i 
a quadmngular depression, placed diagonally. The arms 
and head of the cross terminate in imilar depressions, 
with vertical or horizontal sides. The shaft is repre­
sented as rising from an elevated base. Within each of 
the lower quadrants is a cro s of the Greek kind, with 
well-marked bifurcations at the termination of their mem­
bers. A kind of irregular border, semicircular at the t op, 
enclosed the whole of the design. The sides and back of 
the stone are marked with crosses of the same character. 
Tradition, on the island, as far as I am aware, has 
nothing to say concerning the purpose to which this 
unique object was anciently applied. Could it have 
been a primitive chrismatory? 

• .... 
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Fig. 33 , Objects.£olmed of Stone on Oloca-bl'caca. Use unknown . 

A second stone, drilled apparently for the reception 
of a small quantity of some precious fluid, and furnished 
with. a stopper of stone, is found on Oloca-breaca. Its 
shape may be compared to that of an acorn flattened at 
the base. There is no name amongst the islanders for 
it, and tradition is silent as to its former use. It mea­
sures three feet ten inches in circumference see left-
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hand figure in sketch (page 70), which also repre­
~ents two other stones, of undefined character, remaining 
upon the altar. The larger is eight, the other six inches 
in height. But that their bases exhibit no sign of abra­
sion, one might regard them as pestles, or pounders; and 
yet it may be asked why should such implements appear 
amongst the sacred altar-stones. 

Altoir·-beg. Almost immediately facing the modern 
doorway, and a large portion of the cashel wall recently 
erected by tIl e Board of Works, occurs a second altar, 
wllich is known to the islanders by the above name. Jt 
consists of a quadrangular mass of solid uncemented m h­
somy, measuring five feet six inches by as nearly 0$ ­

possible five feet. It is three feet in height, and -;s-

- '. - -
-

---- - -~-.-~- . 

.. -- -• • • . ..... . " . -. ..... . _... . . . 

---" -

Fig. 34. The Station called A ltoir-beg. 

-

plays upon its upper surface a considerable number of 
stones, similar in character to those already described as 
existing on Cloca-b?·eaca. Here, however, they are of 
small size, and amongst them not a single specimen arti­
ficially smoothed or bearing the figure of a cross is to be 
found. They would, as a rule, appeal' to be water-worn 
pebbles picked up from the seashore. From the centre 
of the mass rises a stone of the monumental class, bear­
ing a remarkably well-designed incised cross, or rather 
two crosses of early type, one over the other. The upper 
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figure, which may be considered complete in itself, is of 
the Greek pattern, and is surrounded by a double circle. 
The vertical and horizontal lines of this design termi­
nate in small triangular expansions which merge into the 
inner circle, as shown in the accompanying illustration. 

The lower cross descends from the base of the outer 
circle nearly to the table of the altar. It is in the Latin 
style, the tl1Tee upper members being of nearly equal 
length, and the lower portion, or shaft, considerably 
longer. The lines forming the cross bifurcate at their 
extremities. The face of the tone, only, bears any 
trace of carving. In fig. 34, Otoca-breaca appears in 
the middle distance, to the left, and portion of Teach 
Malaise to the right. Further off are seen part of the 
main dividing wan of the cashel, the ancient and 
modern gables of Teampull-na.Teim'dh, and the dome of 
the School-house. 

Directly between the cashel wall and the ea -tern 
end of Teampull-na-Bfem', a third altar may be visited. 
It is in plan an oblong, eight feet by six, and stands 
about four feet in height. At its southern side appears 
portion of a plinth, or step, which may extend round 
the structure, the rest being probably hidden by the 
accumulation of the soil occasioned by interments. It 
is composed of tolerably good masonry, without mor­
tar. On its face are displayed a number of small altar­
stones, none of which are carved or smoothed in any way 
by art. They may be shore pebbles, or small boulders 
found upon the surface of the island. Set in the centre 
of the quadrangle is a very curious stone, which it is, 
perhaps, somewhat fanciful to consider a cross. It is 
small and uncarved, with a top very like an extremely 
deep crutch-head, and may possibly be a rude attempt at 
the formation of a cross" potent," or of the crutched class. 
A monument of this, in Ireland, rare variety, may be 
seen, or was to be seen, near the old church of Kilnaboy, 
county Clare. I have read somewhere that it has disap­
peared, but I fortunately retain a drawing of it made by 
myself many years ago. The shaft, which was inserted 
in the cleft of a large stone, or rock, stood about three 
feet in height, and was surmounted by a beam, the arms 
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. of which slightly curved upwards. At the ex~remity o~ 
each arm, on the upper surface of the stone, was carved, 
in considerable relief, a bearded human face; and mid­
way between the faces, right over the shaft, was a well­
executed representation of a pair of clasped hands. Alto­
gether, the style of the sculpturing did not appear to be 
older than late medireval times. The crutched cross was 
supposed to symbolize a staff upon which one could lean 
while walking or resting. In the Journal, R.H.A.A.I., 
some time since, appeared an account (accompanied by 
a beautiful woodcut) of a crutched bachal, or pastoral 
staff, formed of bronze, which bad no doubt belongec1 

to an eminent saint, or bishop of the Irish Church, wh 
must have flourished some time previous to the Anglo- -
Norman invasion of this country . 
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Fig. 35. The Eastern L1.ltoi1'. 
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'rhe sketch here given represents the Eastern Altar, 
and its remarkable" cross," as seen by a person looking 
westward. Behind it appears part of the eastern gable 
of Teampull-na·BfeaT, the "Church of the Men," with 
its small round-headed window, and north-eastern angle 
pilaster. To the right is a view of 'J'each ll£olaise, 
from the south-east; and, fill,ther in the distance, may 
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'be noticed a few feet of the cashel wall, as seen from the 
interior. 

• A fourth altar stands right up against the cashel wall, 
on the exterior, upon the south side of the curve. In all 
points of construction it is very similar to that last noticed. 
It is, however, somewhat smaller, and no stones appear 
upon its table, which is overgrown with herbage. It 
supports one of the most elegant of the early cross­
inscribed stones to be met with in Ireland, and of which 
a drawing and description will be found further on. It 
had, until recently, no connexion with the site it now 
occupies, having been brought from the cemetery adjoin­
ing the "Church of the Men," within the ca hel, and 
.placed, where it now incongruously stands as the 
natives assert by the Board of Works' "conservers." 
It did not seem to me necessary to draw the altar, as 
it exhibits no feature of peculiar interest. 

The Holed Stones. During days long antecedent to 
any period of authentic Irish history, probably coeval 
with the earliest state of society in these islands, it was 
the custom here, and in Britain, as indeed in other lands, 
to erect over the last resting-place of a person of distinc­
tion a monolith, generally of considerable size. With 
us the monument is usually styled leagaun, dallcm, or 
coi1'the. In England it is called lzoa't-stone; in Scotland 
(by the non-Gaelic-speaking people), ha1'e-stane; and 
in Wales, maengwy'r. There is every reason to believe 
that pillar-stones of a similar kind were occasionally 
rai sed as boundary marks, or in commemoration of some 
stirring event, such as a battle, or the ratification of a 
treaty. In style and appearance these often very inte­
resting remains present an infinite variety. Not a 
few would seem to be simply boulders placed on end 
hy human art; others look as if they had been rudely 
quarried; and a considerable number, in their smooth 
and water-worn aspect, suggest the idea that they had 
been lifted from the bed of a ri vel'. Many are thin fiat 
flags of an irregular form; others are almost rudely quad­
rangular in plan, while some examples, probably of 
later date, appear to have been artificially rounded, and 
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THE HOLE-STONE IN MEN'S CEMETERY, INSIDE CASl!EL 01' INI SMUIlRAY, Co. SLlOO. 

From a Photograph by Air. R. Welch, taken in 1892 . 
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al'most polished. Of the last-mentioned class a fine his­
torical example occurs in Rez"lz"g-na-ree, or King's Burial­
ground, at Rathcroghan, in the county -Roscommon. 
It is the monument of Dathy (early fifth century), the 
last pagan monarch of Ireland, who was killed by light­
ning at the foot of the Alps, while engaged in one of his 
customary raids. It is recorded that the monarch's 
body was religiously carried to Erin, and interred at 
Rathcroghan; and the dallan there remaining has, from 
time immemorial, been associated with the name of 
Dathy. That pillar-stol)es, in character not to be dis­
tinguished from those of an undoubtedly pagan age, 
were occasionally erected over the graves of a numbe ' 
of our earliest ecclesiastics is a fact which cannot be­
denied. Witness on Aran, at Teampull - an - Oeathr/l z"r 
Aluz"nn, the" Church of the Four Beautiful Saints," the 
truly archaic-looking pillars of Fursey, Brendan, Conal 
and Berchan. See also the ogam-inscribed stone of 
St. Monaghan, not far from Kilmalkedar, county Kerry. 
But numerous other examples might be adduced. In 
some of the pagan, as well as in a number of the 
undoubtedly Christian memorials of this class, artificial 
apertures sometimes appear. These are of various sizes, 
from that of a large bowl, to such as would little more 
than admi~ of the insertion of a finger. The earlier 
perforations are comparati vely large, and it is believed 
that they were anciently connected with religious rites 
of some kind) and as cha.nnels for the interchange of 
solemn oaths, promises, and soforth. 

Remains of this class are usually, in English, known 
by the name of Holed Stones. Examples presenting 
small apertures, and apparently belonging to Christian 
times and people, are to be noted in connexion with a 
number of our oldest ecclesiastical establishments, and 
in districts widely apart. Striking instances occur 
in the cemetery of Kilrnalkedar, county Kerry; at 
St. Kieran's Church, called Maz"nz"stir, Aran; at Kil­
fountain ( Oz"U-Fz"ntaz"n), county Cork, and elsewhere. 
The pillars, presumably of Christian times, in which 
these perforations constitute so puzzling a feature, are 
almost invariably inl:icribed with the figure of a cross, 
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more or less elaborately designed, but always of a pri- : 
mitive type. They are universally held in high vene- ' 
rat.ion by the neighbouring people, partly, it would 
seem, from the mystery attending the perforation, but 
perhaps chiefly from the fact of the sacred emblem 
which they bear being, as a rule, highly conspicuous. 

Inismurray presents three fine specimens of the 
pillar, two of which must be considered valuable and 
most rare examples of the "holed" class. For reasons 
presently to be explained these are sometimes called 
P-raying Stones by the natives. The more important 
stands on the southern side of Teampull-na-Bfea1', at a 
little distance from that structure. It measures four 
feet in height, eleven and a-half inches in brea~th at 
top, one foot one inch at base, and about seven inches . 
in thickness. A gJance at fig. 36, No. 2, affords a 
better idea of the graceful cross which has been in­
cised upon the front, or western side of the stone, 
than would a mere verbal de cription . It may be 
observed, however, that the arms and head of the 
figure terminate in spirals, like those found upon the 
celebrated alphabet stone at Kilmalkedar, the work upon 
which has been held, by our best authorities on such 
matters, to belong to the sixth, or at latest to the seventh 
century of the Christian era. The monument faces east 
and west; its edges and eastern side are plain. As will 
be observed in fig. 36, No. 1, the eastern face exhibits 
two holes of a size just large enough to admit the inser­
tion of a fairly developed thumb. These orifices extend 
through the adjoining angles of the stone, and open out 
at its sides in apertures sufficiently spacious to receive 
the fingers of a hand of ordinary proportions. In con­
nexion with this pillar a custom, which is worthy of 
record, very generally prevails. Women who expect 
shortly to become mothers are wont hither to resort for 
the purpose of praying for a happy issue from the perils 
of their impending travail. The natives assert that 
death in childbirth is an unknown calamity upon the 
island. The postulants kneel, passing their thumbs into 
the front, and their fingers into the side openings, by 
which means a firm grasp of the angles of the stone is 
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Fig. 36. Holed Stone at Teampull-na-BJeat·, resorted to by Women. No. 1, Half· 
side View; No. 2, Nearly Front View. 
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obtained. rrhey are thus enabled to rise from their act 
of obeisance with a minimum of strain or difficulty. 

A pillar-stone unperforated and uninscribed, of about 
the same dimensions as that just noticed, is seen imme­
diat.ely beside it. The two stand in line at right angles 
with the northern wall of the very ancient church, almost 
immediately adjoining, and with which they are probably 
contemporaneous. 

A second Holed stone, bearing upon its eastern face 
a plain Latin cross (see fig. 37), occupies a position close 
to Teatnpull-na-rnban, or the" Church of the Women," out­
side the cashel. It is five feet high, ten and a·hall inches 
broad at base, eleven and a-half inches at top, and 
four and a-half inches in thickness. Like its fellow at 
the" Church of the Men," it is held in great veneration, 
especially by the women of the island. The cross which 
it exhibits is characteristic of the earliest Christian times 
in Ireland; this being so, the monument may be assigned 
to a period not later than the close of the sixth century. 
It is much to be regretted that these monuments do not 
present lettering of any description. They are just of 
the kind upon which one might hope to discover an 
inscription carved, or punched, in the ogam character. 

THE INSCRIBED STONES. 

Up to the time when Petrie began his researches 
amongst our early Christian inscriptions, all Irish lapi­
dary monumental records, of a date older than the 
fourteenth or fifteenth century, when -noticed at 'all, 
were supposed to have been engraved in Hebrew, Phce­
nician, Greek, or other foreign characters. Nobody 
appears to have known anything about them; and 
often exquisitely-beautiful crosses, and other ornaments 
by which they are very frequently accompanied, were 
looked upon only as evidences of barbarous fancy, or 
of ingenious, misspent industry. Now, however, owing 
to the steady and conscientious labours of a few true 
antiquaries, we have learnt to prize what time has left, 
and to understand the value of records in stone and 
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metal which, when properly studied, become historical 
works, eminently more eloquent and instructive than 
the generally misleading compilations bequeathed to us 
by medireval and later chroniclers. 

In the churches and stations on Inismurray a first 
chapter in the history of Iri 'h ecclesiastical architecture 
may be studied; in the inscribed monumental stones re­
maining we may recognize the lettering adopted by the 
earlier Christian communities in Erin, or Scotia, as this 
country was once named. The designs on several of 
the leacs, or memorial flagstones, herald a class of artistic 
work for which Ireland was, during several centuries, 
pre-eminent amongst the nations. 

Of three monumental stones remaining upon Inis­
murray, which exhibit the word CRUX, there is only one 
which retains the name of the individual the work was 
intended to commemorate. The leac is unusually small, 
measuring but eight inches and three-quarters in extreme 
length, by about six Rnd a-half in breadth. The letters 
average slightly over one inch and a-half in height. 
Unfortunately the c, in the word CRUX, and, in the 
second line, half of the first letter, which had evidently 
been an R, have been lost, together with the portion of 
the stone upon which they had been engraved; but there 
can be no difficulty in connexion with the reading of 
the legend CRUX RETE. 

The name RETE is not to be found in any list of 
persons connected with the island which is now known. 
There can be no question as to the high antiquity of the 
name, occurring, as it does, in the form of RITE, u on a 
remarkable ogam-stone which was found in a !cil een at 
Leades, in the townland of Deelish, and parish of Agha­
bullog. 

The late R . R. Brash whose work, on ogam monu­
ments generally, and on those of Ireland in particular, 
should be in every antiquarian library thus wrote (see 
J ournal, R .H.A .A .I. , vol. i., 3rd Series, Part n ., p . 258) : 
"The patronymic 'Rite' is a very usual one on thel;e 
( ogam) monuments; we have it in various forms, as 'Rite' 
and 'Ret' ; and we have it also as 'Rett,' on the Caher­
nagat stone, and as ' Ritti ' on stones at Ballinrannig and 

• 
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Greenhill." This stone now stands in a modern re­
cess in the cashel wall, one of those cc restored by the 
Board of Works, as stations (?), and containing crosses 
carved on Bag tones, but which were evidelltly the 
vestiges of steps, placed at regular intervals, for the 
purpose of enabling the defenders to reach the ram­
parts." '£he hi torian adds in a note, cc These flag­
stones were found in various part ' of the enclosure." See 
I-listor-y of Sligo, by Lieut.-Col. Wood-Martin, p. 151. 

A second example of a stone bearing the word CRUX, 

with the name which followed 10 t, is here figllred . It 
is of irregular form, as are all early remains of its class 
found in Ireland, and it seems water-worn, as if taken 
from the sea-shore. The cross which it bears is of 
the Latin type, with a circle in t.he cen tre, and a small 
pellet within the extremity of each mem bel'. The figure, 
which measures twelve inches in length, and eight and 
a-half in breadth, is sunk, leaving the central boss and 
pellets in relief, and flush with the surface of the stone. 
The form. of the letters in the word CRUX indicates a 
very early age. The characters may be described as 
partaking largely of the la.te Homan fashion, the c, R, and 
u being very similar to their equivalents carved Oll the 
Kilrnalkedar alphabet stone, the inscription on which was 
believed by Dr. Petrie to belong to the sixth or seventh 
century. 

The flag is now placed in Teach Malaise . I t and the 
Rete stone, as well as two others, whieh shall presently 
be described, appear to have hitherto escaped the notice 
of collectors of Irish inscriptions. . 

It is a great pity that in fig. 40, page 8:1:, we 
possess but about half of what must have been a 
valuable and interesting memorial-stone. As in the ex­
ample last described, of the inscription only the initial 
word CHUX remains. The letters are of early form, but 
it is probable that the legend is of somewhat later date 
than others which are found Oil the island; and that 
such is the fact may be judged frol11 the clmraet.er of the 
accompanying cross, the deHign of which is peculiar, and 
suggestive of a period when no inconsiderable progress 
had been made in the art of lapidary engraving. 

Of the cross in question, which appears to have been 
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of the Latin form, the head, arms, and a small portion 
of the shaft remain. The upper members spring from 
the intersection in gradually curved and expanding 
figmes, resembling rather elongated pears. They are 
slightly sunk. Within them have been left narrow 
bands partaking of the same contour, and having in their 
terminal loops circles developed, as they themselves are, 
by the lowering of portions of the stone immediately 
around or about them. Within the head of the cross is 
a ring rather larger than those in the arms, enclos­
ing a pellet, the figme forming, in low relief, a regular 
" cup-and-circle" pattern. This fragment measures 
seven inches and three-quarters in length, and six inches 
in breadth. It was figured from a rubbing made by 

• 

\ - ' ::-, 

~.-~ . 

Fig. 40. Fragment of Inscribed Flag in TeacA Molaise. 

the late Earl of Dunraven in Christian Inscriptions in the 
Irish Language, edited by Miss Stokes, and published 
by this Association, but the etching here presented. was 
reduced from a rubbing, and a careful drawing in 
pencil, which I made with the stone before me. It 
differs, in some points of detail, from the illustration 
given in the valuable work referred to. 

Perhaps the most puzzling of all the ancient Christian 
inscriptions remaining in Ireland is one which appears 
upon a rather thin flat stone, eleven inches in length, 
lying upon the altar of Teach Molaise: it has not hitherto 
been noticed. Most of the characters appear clear and 
well defined, and yet it seems impossible to ascertain 
the meaning of the legend. The illustration (fig. 41) 
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has been made from a plaster cast of the stone, kindly 
supplied to me by Mr. Richard J ones, of Streedagh. In 
order, if possible, to bring out the lettering, I caused a 
printer's roller to be passed over the surface of the plaster; 
for t.his reason all the sunken scribings, and accidental 
abrasions, appear in white; a second cast I kept intact, 
in the hope that by bringing the two before the notice 
of antiquaries accustomed to decipher cryptic engrav­
in gs some idea of the significance of the inscription 
might be arrived at. In this expectation I have been, 
up to the present, disappointed . 

• 

Fig. 41. Inscribed Flng in Teach Molaise. Inscription not yet deciphered. 

As long as any' of the natives can recollect, the memo­
rial-stone (fig. 42) which I now notice has been preserved 
upon the altar of T each Molaise. It is eleven inches and 
three-quarters in length, and in form may be described as 
a quadrilateral, each face measuring, as nearly as possible, 
four inches and three quarters in width at the head of 
the stone. Upon one of its surfaces a cross, bearing, at 
the intersection, a circle, has been engraved. Upon the 
opposite plane of the stone (the back or base of the 
monument, if we assume the cross to indicate its front), 
in rather early Irish characters, is found the inscription...,..,-

on. '00 111tmch.6-'O. 
".A. Prayer for Mm·chad." 
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• 

It is now impossible to say who this individual was,. 
or when he lived, as the patronymic does not occur in 
any known list of persons connected with Inismurray 
or its neighbourhood. An engraving which appears in 
Chr'istian Inscriptions in the Irish Language is slightly mis­
leading, for it represents the lettering as being on 
a side of this stone, instead of upon the face opposite 
to that upon which the cross is figured. 

A well-preserved teac, or slab (fig. 43), one foot four 
inches in length by eight inches in breadth, and bear­
ing the inscription-

+ OR '00 mURe'O.o..ch 

hu chomoc.o..111 
h1C 'OORmrc. 

• 

"Pray for Muredach, grandson of Chomocan (who) sleeps here ." 

is also to be seen on St. Molaise's altar. 

The island was known by the name which it now 
bears as early as A.D. 747, and it has been suggested 
that the Muredach referred to in this inscription was the 
person after whom it was called. If this be so, the 
record under notice may safely be assigned to a period 
antecedent to the middle of the eighth century. But 
the name was a common one amongst the Scoti, or 
Irish; and, judging from the character of the letters, 
it would seem probable that the Muredach here comme­
morated lived at a time considerably later. 

The legend is a curious compound of Irish and 
Latin; and it has been observed, by the editor of 
Christian Inscriptions in the :Irish Language, that we have 
here" the only instance as yet found in Ireland of the 
use of the Latin formula hic dormit." 

In a drawing of this stone, copied from a rubbing 
made by the late Earl of Dunraven, and published in 
the work just quoted from, the little cross at the com­
mencement of the legend has been omitted. 

• 
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The following may be considered, with one excep­
tion, presently to be noticed, the most remarkable of the 
illscriptions remaining upon the island. It occurs on a 
slab of considerable size, lying in the men's cemetery, 

• 

Fig. 44. Inscription on Stone in the Cemetery of Teach Molaise. 

not · far from t.he eastern end of Teach Molaise. The 
characters are unusually large, averaging about three 
inches in height, and forming a line three feet eight 
inches in length. The reading is simply-

,­
/ + OR '00 C0111mttRsce. 

"Pray for Cumursce." 

No person bearing this name is known as having been 
con1?-ected with Inismurray. cc The dative singular of 
cu is 'coin' the ligature resembling um must be read 
inm." Many Irish names were borrowed from animals : 

'. Sogba, cc greyhound," is on a stone in Kells; and" Cu­
odhar," the "dun-hound," on another at Lismore. "This 
name is compounded of cu, 'hound,' and mU1'sce, 'of 
Murrisk.'" There is a narrow plain so called situated 
between the mountains of Croagh Patrick and Clew Bay, 
in the west of the county Mayo. It also became the 
name of a small abbey situated in this plain, on the 
margin of the bay, from which the barony of Murrisk 
derived its appellation. This name was also applied to 
a district in the barony of Tir-Fiachrach (Tireragh), 
county Sligo, extending from the River Easky to Dun­
nacoy. One of tbe prerogatives of the kings of Cashel, 
mentioned in the Book of Rights, p. 19, was" the drink­
ing of the fresh ale of Magh Muirrsce." (See Ohrz'stian 
Inscriptions in the Irish Language.) 

• 
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Within Teach Malaise, lying upon the altar, or pro­
jecting masonry, popularly called the "Saint's Bed," 
may be seen a curious slab, seventeen inches long, by 
eleven broad, and very thin, which anciently bore an 

. inscription in the Irish character, some few unintelligible 
traces of which yet remain. The letters were extremely 
small, closely packed, and slanting in running-hand 
style. Only here and there can a character be recog­
nized these were probably capitals. All attempts to 
recover, by rubbing, even a portion of the writing' 
with which the surface of the slab was covered, resulted 
in complete failure. 

On July the 4th, 1885, while preparing a gravo 
within the walls of T eampull-na-mban, for Winifred ­
Heraghty, daughter of one of the chief men residing upon 
the island, a most interesting discovery was made by the 
friends of deceased. This consisted of an inscribed 
stone (fig. 415), measuring two feet eight and a-half inches 
in length, ten inches in average breadth, and about four 
inches in thickness . Unfortunately the monument is 
but a part of what had doubtlessly been a memorial 
pillar-stone of considerable height, the narrowness of its 
lateral proportions in no way affording evidence to the 
coutrary. Close to the neighbouring shore of Mayo, 
at Doonfeeny, near Ballycastle, may be seen a CfOSS­

inscribed monolith, only sixteen and a-quarter int.:hes in 
.average breadth, and ten in.ches in thickness, but which 
rises to a height of over twenty-one feet above the level 
of the ground. 

The Inismurray fragment is broken at either end, 
so that unless the missing parts should happily be re­
covered, no trustworthy idea of the original dimensiolls 
of the stone can be formed. . 

A most important fact in connexion with this waif 
is that it bears an inscription in the Irish languag-e. 
The legend consists of two lines, every letter of which, 
with one exception, is clearly decipherable to any person 
even slightly familiar with the peculiarities of so-called 
" Celtic" characters of an early, but by no meanH the 

• 
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earliest class, known to students of lapidary writings, 
as found in the British Islands. It runs as follows; . 

....... .6.1t.6.'O octlS .6.R m.6.etbR;· 
• 

ORORC oc'U,s .6.R e1te1'se. 

The first five letters would appear to represent the latter 
portion of a man's name, most probably C1nnr.6.1t.6.'O, 
a name not uncommon amongst the ancient Irish 
people; the four following letters, OCt1,S, are equiva­
lent, in English, to the conjunction and; the next two 
are clearly .6.R, in English, fO?' j we then find m.6.etbR~· , 
the termination, at present, of the upper line, which 
extends close up to the fractmed end of the stone. 
These letters almost certainly stand for part of a name, 
which there is reason to believe was m.o.etbR151'O, the 
" Ser'vant of (St.) Brigid." 

We now come to the second line, of which the first 
five letters, on careful examination, will be found to 
present the name ORORC; oc'U,s .6.R, and fo?', immediately 
follow, and the line terminates with what seems to be a 
pretty feminine name, e1te1se. 

In English, then, what remains of the record may be 
rendered thus ;-

....... "ailad, and for Maelbri ....... 

....... O'Rorc, and for Eileise." 
• 

It should be considered absolutely certain that the in­
scription originally commenced with the usual formula, 
OR '00, or OR .6.R, pray for j and that a number of names, 
of which four only are here either wholly or in part 
preserved, followed. 

As has already been shown, Inismurray was, on more 
occasions than one, the scene of Scandinavian atrocities 
-slaughter, plundering, and burning. Little more can 
be said concerning this stone, than that in all likelihood 
it was originally raised in memory of victims who 
had miserably perished dming one of those relentless 
forays. 

• 



• 

• 

. ---~ .. ... --- -- ....... ...,.."","" 

~ 

• ~ 

• 
I'l 
Q) 

El 
0 

~ 
Q) 

...cl .... .... • 
0 

~ .... 
'" ...cl 

0 --
"' ...cl -.... 
0 
~ -" "" ~ ;;: 
• 
'" ~ ~ • ---• , -~ -§ 

~ 
• I'l 

.~ 

'" <=l 
0 .... 
'" • .... 
'" 8 

p.. 
't:! 
Q) 

.:> 

.~ .... 
<> 
'" <=l ...... .... 
0 

I'l 
0 
.~ .... 

• .... 
0 

~ 
• 

." .... 
• 

be 
. ~ 

~ 

~\ • • • • • ., • 

'\ 
• 
\ , 

,: , 
'/ , • , • 

! , 

• I 
• , . ' 

• 1. -

, 
• 

• 



• 

94 INISMURRAY. 

E1sewhere in Ireland we find monuments bearing no 
inscribed names but erected over a stated number of 
individuals. Many years ago it wa my fortune, on the 
Island of Iniscealtra, county Galway, to meet with the 
base of a cross bearing a very curious record, which I 
carefully copied. The drawing then made was, with 
ot.hers, subsequently presented by me to the late Dr. 
Petrie. The inscription ran as follows :-

• 

The" Stone-tomb of the Ten Persons." 

"The formula," writes the editor of Olwistz'an Inscrip­
tions in the Irish Language, "is very peculiar, and only 
two other inscriptions have been found in Ireland which 
can be classed along with it. They are VII Rom.o.rl1, 
The Seven Roman ; and 011..6-1'C .o..R II. C.o..110111 (Pray 
for the Two Oanons). Both are tombstones in the island 
of Aran." 

On Iniscea1tra, it may be remarked, are the remains 
of a church called Teampu?l-na-Bhfear-ngonta, the" Church 
of the Slain men," i. e. in which men slain in battle were 
bUI'ied. 

The word 1t.o..'O is pronounced by authorities on the 
subject of Irish paleography to be a fOI'm of ut.o..'O, a 
stone tomb. (See Ohristian Inscriptions in the Ir'ish 
Language.) 

It would t.hus appear that the Inismunay monolith, 
bearing as it does a group of names, is, as a monu~ent 
of its interesting kind, unique in heland. 

'ro Colonel Wood-Martin I am indebted for the use 
of a number of grass and heel-ball rubbings of the in­
scription. 1 It is from a careful examination of these 
that I have been enabled to produce the illustration, 
fig. 45 . 

I The theory that the original length of 
this curious monumental slah had been 
considerably greater is fully borne out by 
the discoverers, who state that there are 
several other fragments still buried in 

close proximi ty to the unearthed porLion, 
but it can hardly be expected that the 
islanders would consent to disturb their 
dead for the purpose of recovering the 
•• • ID1SSIDg pieces. 

• 
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THE UNLETTERED MONUMENTAL STONES, ETC. 

Scattered over the surface of the cashel cemetery, 
or socketed in the masonry of the several leachta, or 
altars, which form such curious and interesting features 
among the earlier Christian antiquities of Inismurray, 
are to be seen a considerable number of memorial pillars 
and flagstones. Many of these remains are cross-inscribed, 
and the designs which they exhibit are as various in 
character as are the monuments themselves, in point of 
their respective forms and dimensions. It is not to be 
supposed that the crosses are all of the same age. A 

In the J rish Annal.! the following entries 
are to be met with ::-

Olwotlicotl &Ot01'UIII, A.D. 1027. 

n1011t;t<l.l"O mol' 1 1111111' 11<l.t<l.111I1e h1 
l)C<l.lpbpe m61p "OU 111 110 t011'l)t;e6 "06 
. xx . "Oel) "OlI111e "00 m<l.l{;1b C61pbpe. 
OCtll' Ri "06pt;Jl615e, oCll1' 111 c01pbpe, 
et; 611'ch11111ech "01'0016 Ct16b. 

" A great loss of life in Inis-na-Iainne, 
in Cairbre-m6r, in which were burned 
twelve score men of the nobles of Cairbre, 
und the King of Dartraighe, and the King 
of Cairbre, and the airchinnech of Druim­
cliabh. " 

Annals of LocI. et, A.D. 1029. 

oeuh . 11. R1I61pC oClIl' Oel15111' . 11. 
hA0I15"l'<l., ocu1' 6IJlcl1111l1ech "Ollo01<l. 
Ct16b, oClI1' t;Jll PClt; "OlIme etl "00 tol'­
C<l."O m<l.ltte fP'U, <l. 11111"Olr 116 t<l.I11l1e. 

"Oedh Ua Ruairc, and Oengus Ua 
hAenghusa, and the airchinnech of Druim­
cliabh, and sixty other persons along with 
them, were burned in lnis-na-lainne." 

It will thus be seen that the name 
O'Rorke occms in the notice in the.4.lItlals, 
as well a~ in the lapidary inscription, 
though certainly in a different form (i. e. 
ORORC, not 11. R1I61J1C). The scene of 
the catastrophe is placed ill IlIis-IIa- laillne, 
i. e. the ishl1ld of the spear; this may 
have been the old pre-Christian designa­
tion of the isle of Sl. Molaise, which still 
lingered on as an alias name, and may be 
thus l'escued from oblivion in the same 
way that the Map in the State Puper 
Office has left on record another designa­
tion borne by the island at the commence­
mentofthe seventeenth century "Enishe 

, 

• 

Hl1m re." It may have been called I n' -
lIa - lainne (the "Island of the Spear" , 
from a supposed resemblance in outline 
to the head of that weapon, even as 
muny localities throughout Ireland have 
been named from their fancied likeness 
to some object . 

There are no remains of an ancient 
edifice on any other island off the coust 
of Carhury, The building in which the 
tragedy took place must have been of con­
siderable size, for upwards of "twelve­
SCOl'e men of the nobles of Cairbre" 
perished in the conflagration, The me­
mory of such an event would be likely 
to linger on in perhaps a more or less dis­
jointed form; indeed most legends, how­
ever absurd, are usually founded on some 
fact, however much that fact may be 
obscured hy incongruous additions or 
alterations-and thus may not the legend 
of the profane "Scotch man," whom the 
irate saint caused to be consumed by fire 
for his impiety, be but a medireval dis ­
tortion of this dreadful holocaust of the 
eleventh century; and may not Teampull­
na-Teinidll, or the Church of the Fire, be the 
site of the conflagration of 1027 (or (029). 
Is it not a curious coincidence that the 
islanders should still point to a consider­
able quantity of seemingly highly calcined 
h umall bones preserved in a recess of the 
walls in Tcalllplltl-lIa- Teillidh ? Some of 
these have been removed by the officials 
of the Board of Works. 

If it be satisfactorily established that 
this inscription commemorates the decease 
of members of the" sterner sex," i t will 
go far to shake the present tradition, 
tenaciously held hy the islanders, that 
none but women were ever bUl'ied in 
Teamplllt-na-1IIball, W, M. 
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few, there is every reason to believe, belong to an 
extremely early period of the Church in Ireland, while 
others may be assigned to a much later date. The col­
lection, in all probability, comprises examples of every 
age from t.he sixth or seventh century down to the twelfth. 

In the Transactions of the Royal Iri!:;h Academy, vol. 
xxxvii., p. 32, the Right Rev. Charles Graves, Bishop of 
Limerick, writes: "De Rossi and other antiquaries are 
inclined to belie\7e that the cross formed by two diameters 
of a circle, perpendicular to each other, is a representa­
tion of the panis euchar·isticus. From Comte Melchior de 
Vogue's work on the Architecture of Central Syria, we 
learn that crosses thus enclosed in circles were fre­
quently sculptured on lintel-stones over the doors or on 
the friezes of churches and monastic buildings in that 
country; and some of these crosses are actually identi­
cal in form with the ancient Irish cross, now under con­
sideration, the outlines of the cross being formed of 
arcs of circles. As the buildings in which they appear 
were erected in the fourth, fifth, and sixth centuries, 
it is probable that the form of cross may have been 
introduced from the East by some of the pilgrim 
monks who visited Ireland in the very early period of 
the history of Christianity. But I shall not be surprised 
if I am told that examples of the use of this Patrick's 
cross are to be found amongst the ancient Christian 
remains of Italy or France. 

Of the occurrence of this so-called cc Patrick's Cross," 
pure and simple, upon some of the altar-stones on Oloca­
breaca, I have been able to give several examples . . The 
cross upon the lintel-stone of Teach Molaise, though not 
circle-enclosed, is nevertheless of most ancient style. 
Crosses enclosed by a circle may be seen upon the lintels 
of several of our oldest church doorwayt:l, most notably 
on that, already referred to, of St. Fechin, at Fore, county 
Westmeath. Indeed this form of cross is usually consi­
dered the olde~t known in Ireland, and to be, in some 
-measure, a national emblem. 

On Inismurray we find examples of a second kind of 
extremely early cross, of a class which, as far as I am 
aware, is only found in Ireland, and in Egypt upon the 



• 

MONUMENTAl STONES. • 97 

Tuins of Coptic churches of probably the third or fourth 
century. The Irish and the E astern designs cannot be 
distinguished one from the other. Seeing, then, the ab­
solute identity of style in crosses of highly peculiar, intri­
cate, and oiten elaborate composition found in countries 
so widely separated as are Erin and Egypt, the question 
naturally arises, did the Irish receive this cross from the 
East? At present I do not feel myself at liberty to 
enlarge on this interesting subject, but I am happy to 
say that Bishop Graves, who was kind· enough to show 
me a set of drawings made by himself, when recently 
in Egypt, of a number of the crosses in question, is 
likely soon to publish them, accompanied by a number 
of valuable illustrative notes. 

The very beautiful slab, of which a most carefully­
executed etching is here presented (fig. 46), stands on an 
altar touching the cashel, on the southern side of its curve. 
This was not its original position, as when I first visited 
the island, in company with Colonel Cooper, the stone 
lay prostrate in the Cemetery of the Men, within the 
cashel. Its exact measurements can be ascertained on 
reference to the illustration. The cross exhibits at its 
head and arms the spiral terminations which we find 
in connexion with our oldest carvings of the sacred 
emblem, as in the alphabet-stone at Kilmalkedar, and 
in the slab of Fintan, at OillFintain, now Kilfountain, in 
the parish of Kildrum, county Kerry. Fintan's Slab, 
besides the saint's name, cut in debased Roman charac­
ters, was inscribed with an ogam, which has not yet 
been read. These inscriptions, and the cross, and the 
Kilmalkedar alphabet and cross, are considered, on 
competent authority, to belong, at latest, to the seventh 
century. At Reask, county Kerry, is another monu­
mental stone showing divergent spiral patterns. It is 
believed to be as old as the sixth century. 

The carving, here £01' the first time noticed, is the 
best .preserved (and the most strikingly si milar to the 
CoptlC crosses, drawn by the Bishop of Limerick) now 
remaining on Inismurray. 

Though there are some important differences in detail 
observable between figs. 46 and 47, these two monuments 
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Fig. 46. Monumental Stone on Altar near Tooe?' Mo/ai8e, outside the Cashel Wall. 
Height, 26t inches. 
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Fig, 47. Monumental Stone in Cemetery of the Men . Height, 18 inches. 
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evidently belong to the same school of early Irish art, 
and are doubtlessly contemporaneous. We have here, 
however, in all likelihood but a portion of the slab, as a 
large pi.ece appears to be wanting on the left-hand side of 
the cross (fig. 47). That there has been a fracture is quite 
clear. I~ may be supposed that originally the large and 
beautifully carved cross occupied a central position on 
the ston.e, and that the lost shoulder was carved with 
two crosslets similar to those which still remain to the 
right. The leac, at present, measures eighteen inches in 
breadth, by the same in height. It lies in the Cemetery 
of the Men. Monumental stones exhibiting crosses, the 
arms or ornaments of which present divergent spiral 
forms, are to be met with in connexion with several of 
the stations. These will be found described further on. 

My present example of Inismurray sepulchral carving 
, (fig. 48) remains in an almost perfect state of preserva­

tion, and is a work of considerable interest, constituting, in 
-:fact, a connecting-link between that class of design which 
'exhibits the quaint, yet beautiful spirals recently referred 
to, and compositions consisting of a main central cross 
with crosslets in each quadrant. Several instances of 
this curious arrangement appear upon a number of the ' 
older-looking stones remaining upon the island, and it 
would seem almost peculiar to that locality. Embraced 
by an expansion of the upper member, or shaft of the prin­
cipal cross, is a small circle, an emblem as was usually , 
supposed by primitive Christians of eternity. Can the 
crosslets, rour in number, be considered as referring ' 
to the Evangelists? For its measurements, see scale . 
attached to the plate. 

A slab (fig. 49), in many respects similar to the last 
under notice, may be seen lying not far distant from it in 
the cemetery. The difference between the two is, that 
here, within the quadrants .beside the crosslets, we find four 
pellets, and the base of the cross expands into a figure 
not unlike the ordinary ancient representation of an 
anchor, the bow merging into a border which extends 
along the edge of the flag at its sides and head. Another 
difference is that the supposed emblematic circle is placed 
in the centre of the cross at the intersection. In Ireland, 

.... _ as upon the Continent, pellets, circles, or other figures of 
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• Fig. 48. Monumental Stone in Cemetery of the Men, exhibiting Five Crosses . 
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Fig. 49. A second Monumental Stone in the Cemetery of the Men, exhibiting Fivo 
Cr08ses. Length, 2 feet; breadth, 16 inched. 
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small size, are frequently foun9. within the quadrants of 
sepulchral and other crosses. A Merovingian coin of 
gold, discovered near Maryborough, and supposed by 
Mr. Madden, of the British Museum, to belong to the 
seventh or eighth century (see Report of the Annual 
General Meeting of the R.H.A.A.!. on July 7, 1863, 
p. 245), bears on its reverse a cross with graduated 
base in field, two pellets and two quatrefoils. 

Rising from Cloc'a-br-eaca are two pillars of the usual 
Christian monumental class. The upper portion of the 
larger, and every way the more important of these, pre­
.sents five crosses. This stone, when it was first observed 
by Colonel Cooper and myself, lay amongst kindred relic 
in the cemetery not far from Teach Molaise, to the south- _ 
west. Why the monument was transferred to Cloca­
breaca, and there set up, is a question difficult to e 
answered. In its present position the .stone is completely 
out of its proper place, wherever that may have been. In 
connexion with the altar over which it now stands, and to 
which its presence, no doubt, adds a considerable amount 
of picturesque effect, this waif constitutes a feature at once 
incongruous and misleading. Unfortunately we did not 
take the measurements of the stone as it lay upon the 
ground Colonel Cooper confining his attention to a rub­
bing of the carving only! When I next saw the stone 
it had been placed as it now appears, a considerable por- . 
tion of the base being imbedded in the masonry of the 
altar. The central cross is exactly eighteen inches in 
height, aud thirteen inches in breadth at the arms. As 
a monument perfectly similar in character, though of 
grander proportions, occurs at the Great Station of the 
Trinity, and will be found engraved further on, I have 
not thought it necessary to illustrate the Cloca-breac-a 
example. 

Of the second stone which has been set upright in 
Cloca-breaca, not more need be said than that it appears 
to have been part of a pillar of rude construction and 

.inconsiderable size. It is much weather worn: so much 
so that it seems difficult to determine whether it had -been 
carved or otherwise. The monument, in all probability, 
imarked the last resting-place of some early member, of the 
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island" family." In its original position it was, as may 
be presumed, an object of some interest; on the altar it 
is meaningless and delusive, adding, ne-vertheless, like its 
fellow, to the picturesqueness of that quaint and most 
l'emarkable pile. 

Scattered amongst the stones and pebbles of various 
character and sizes, with which the surface of Oloca­
o,,'eaca is overstrewn, may be noticed two which had 
evidently formed portions of one highly-decorated and 
elaborately-wrought monument. These I £tted together, 
and the result is shown in the accompanying etching. 
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Fig. 50. On Oloca-ln'eaca, Height of Stone, 2 feet; diameter of circle, 15 inches. 

The thin lines indicate a part of the work which is 
unhappily missing, but which there is every reason to 
believe may still be found. The device was a central 
cross of a style usually called Irish, displaying within its 
broadly-curved arms and head, triquetra patterns, pro­
duced by the lowerjng of the face of the stone imme­
diately sunounding them, the whole being encompassed 
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by a circular nimbus containing a fretwork design of a 
kind general1y considered characteristic of Greek or 
Etruscan art, but. which is not uncommon in later Roman 
tesselated pavements, or even in some of the more richly­
carved remains of various classes which have been noticed 
by travellers in widely separated districts of the old as 
wel1 as of the so-called " new" world. Another monu·~ 
ment of this curious class, remaining in a fairly perfect 
state of preservation, may be observed directly in front 
of Teach Molaise. A third example in which the ver­
tical member of the cross is connected by a straight 
/:lcoring extending below it with a croix gammee, or swas­
tica inscribed in a square, and having beneath it a second 
figure of the same mysterious kind, but with curved, -
instead of the ordinary rectangular -lines was discovere 
some years ago at Glencar, county of Kerry, by the 
Right Rev. Charles Graves, Bishop of Limerick, and has 
been described by that accomplished antiquary in the 
Transactions of the Royallrish Academy for April, 1879. 
These stones are, as far as I am aware, the only remains 
of their kind exhibiting a cross enclosed by a circular, 
decorated nimbus hitherto found in Ireland. 

De Rosse has shown that the CToix gammee, as a 
Christian symbol, shows itself in Roman cemeteries at 
the end of the third century, and holds its place on 
monuments of the fourth. " Its use in Ireland," writes 
Bishop Graves, "would doubtless have begun somewhat 
later, and as so few instances have been found of its 
occurrence, it seems probable that it did not prevail for 
any length of time. Thus, if its date was tolerably well 
established, it might be useful in determining, approxi­
mately, the age of monuments or manuscripts. And 
again, as it has been found in connexion with an inscrip­
tion in the ogam character, the date of which has been 
assigned to the commencement of the seventh centUl'Y, 
we possess one indication as to the period during which 
it was employed in Ireland." It is therefore most in­
teresting to find that on Irish monuments it is seen ,in 
connexion with the nimbus, as a very high degree of 
antiquity for the latter, and for the cross which is so 
enclosed, is thus clearly indicated. ' 
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There seems reason to believe that of late it has been 
too much the habit of writers to refer certain interlacing 
patterns, spirals, and a variety of other figures which 
appear sculptured upon Irish sepulchral monuments, to 
the ninth and three follo~ ing centuries, or thereabouts. 
The great majority of such designs, if not all, which 
our. Christian lapidary remaills exhibit, are to be found 
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Fig. 51. Stone with Cross and Nimbus facing Doorway of Toacl. Molaiac. Present 
heigbt of Stone, 5 feet 7 inches . 

equally well developed in Irish manuscripts of the sixth 
.or seventh century, or early part of the eighth. Surely 
our early artists or scribes would not devote their 
wealth of genius to the illumination of parchment, or 
'the chasing of metal, only? 

The diameter of nimbus of cross facing Teach Molaise 
is two feet (fig. 51). In considering the relative ages of 
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Fig. 52.-Slab with Triple Cross, in Cemetery of the Men • 
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Christian sepulchral monuments found in Ireland, it is not 
in the least necessary to assume that slabs or pillar-stones 
bearing rude and roughly engraved emblems or inscrip­
tions are therefore necessarily to be regarded as more an­
cient than others less biza1"re in character. Hit.herto in this 
section I have confined my remarks to Inismurray memo­
rial stones which, in their carvings, bear internal evidence 
of extremely high antiquity. My present example (fig. 52) 
of a cross-design is probably very old, but not necessarily 
more ancient than several which have already been brought 
forward. It consists of a line nineteen inches in length, 
divided at intervals nearly equal, by three others about 
twelve inches long, and laid more or less at right angles 
across it. The carving is extremely rude, and but -
faintly sunk; and the design would seem to have been 
placed obliquely upon the stone. It is difficult, if not 
impossible, to account for the fact of the cross arms being 
represented three in number. That the Trinity may be 
here symbolized is improbable, as slabs bearing a vertical 
stem, or shaft, crossed by a number of horizontal lilles 
other than three, are to be found in various parts of 
the country. At St. Kieran's Monastery, on the Great 
Island of Aran, county Galway, is a rough pillar­
stone bearing a double cross. At Glendalough, county 
Wicklow, and on Devenish Island, Lough Erne, are 
also double figures of this kind most beautifully and 
elaborately designed. The latter is supposed to have 
marked the grave of St. Molaise, of Devenish, who was 
but a namesake of the patron of Inismurray. Mr. Patter­
son of Belfast, in the JOZlmal R.H.A.A.I. for January, 
1883, has given an illustration of a four-armed-cross slab, 
01' pillar, remaining at Maghera, county Down. With it 
are found several extremely early crosses of Greek or 
Latin type, carved upon stones almost as ' unfashioned 
by art as are boulders. rrhe four-armed example is 
described by Mr. Patterson as standing three feet above 
ground, and measuring sixteen inches wide. It appears, 
he says, t.o be very ancient; t.he lines are shallow, and ' 
rudely cut, as though with very imperfect tools. 
. Upon what appears the artificiaJly smoothed face of 
·an .otherwi~e rough sandstone flag, of irregular fomi, 
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lying between Teach Molaise and Tearnjntll-na-Blijear, is 
carved a cross, the details of which are of extremely rare 
'occurrence in works of Irish ~onumental design. The 
cross (fig. 53) may be described as consi ting of a horizon­
tal scoring, bro.ad, fiat, and shallow, with an upper and 
a lower member of about the same breadth, extending at 
right angles from, but not touching, it. Though the 
arms are scarcely quite so long as are the vertical limbs, 
the figure, which is enclosed by a continuous sunken 
border, may be cIa sed as of the Greek order. Within the 
quadTants where pellets or small cups usually OCClli', are 
four circlets similar in every respect to rings which we 
sometimes find punched, or engraved upon pre-historic 
Temains, or even among archaic scorings on earth-fast 
rocks. Decoration, or ·very likely symbolism, or a com­
bination of both, of which the key has long been lost, 
appears not unfrequently upon our most ancient monu­
mental stones and pillars. I speak now only of such as 
belong to a date later than that of St. Patrick. In some 
of the primitive churchyards in the county Dublin, as 
at Rathmichael, Tullagh, and Dalkey, for instance, slabs 
or pillars which are evidently monuments of Ohristian 
times, present a series of concentric circles, some of 
which contain a central cup or dot. Perhaps the most 
notable relic of this kind remaining in Erin occurs in 
the county Sligo, at St. Brigid's ,VeIl, close to the 
village of Cliffony, at a distance, "as the crow flies," of 
but a few miles from Inismurray. It consists of a block 
of hard, reddish sandstone, two feet eleven inches long 
by ten inches in breadth, and aboutfive inchesin t.hickness. 
The stone is just of the kind upon which an ogam in­
scription might be looked for. The carving which it 
bears, taken as a whole, presents the appearance of an 
early Christian cross, but, upon dissection, all its parts, or 
details savour of a pagan origin. In the £rst place, it 
exbibits a swastica, exactly as found on Roman altars 
ill Britain; secondly, in the centre are three concentric 
circles, while in the arms and shaft will be recognized 
a kind of lozenge desig;n very common amongst our 
prehistoric scorings. I have here made a digression 
in order to illustrate an opinion which I have long 
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entertained, that whenever circles accompanied by a cross 
are found upon an Irish leaa, the monument must be re­
ferred to an early period of the Christian Church. The 
example under notice exhibits all the appearance of 
extreme age. The cross is not nearly in the centre of 
the stone, so that it is not improbable a portion of the 
flag, which may have borne a lettered inscription, has 
been broken off. Height of stone, nineteen inches; 
breadth, sixteen inches. 

Fig. 54 was made from a rubbing and tracing 
of two crosses which appear, one surmounting the 
other, upon a slab of sandstone, remaining in the 
Cemetery of the Mea As its surface is almost entirely 
occupied by carvings; and as the edges are smooth and 
weather-worn, we may conclude that the monument has 
lost little or nothing of its original contour, and that 
it had never exhibited a memorial inscription. '1'he 
upper figure is formed of two rudely cut lines, slightly 
sunk, and bisecting each other, forming a cross, the 
mem):>ers of which are of proportions so irregular that 
it would be difficult to pronounce the design as apper­
taining to any recognized order. It may perhaps be 
styled rudely Latin in character, the vertical line being 
somewhat longer below the intersection than in the 
upper portion. The figure much resembles a class of 
rude scoring sometimes found in connexion with ogam 
inscriptions, which there is reason to believe belong to 
an early Christian period. 

The lower and larger cross is of the Latin description, 
with a horizontal line, of the same length as the arms, 
traversing either end of the vertical member. The whole 
is enclosed by a scoring, or border. This cross has much 
in common with the design carved upon the soffit of the 
lintel stone of Teampull-na-l'einidh (see p. 53), and appears 
to be of high antiquity. The latter (as has already been 
intimated), though now forming the head of a door­
way, probably not older than the fourteenth or fifteenth 
century, is in all likelihood a relic of some much more 
ancient church portal. At any rate it cannot be supposed 
to have originally belonged to the structure in which it 
is found; and if not the head of an older doorway, may 
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Fig. 64. Monumental Stone with two Crosses in Cemetery of the Men. Lengtb, 
2 feet 6 in<;bes; breadth, 1 foot • 
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possibly have been a. monument utilized in the present 
edifice merely as building material, all tradition of the 
individual whose memory the leac was intended to com­
memorate having been lost at the time of the new 
appropriation. If this be so, it would appear that as 
early as the tjrne ofthe erection of Teampull-na-Teinidh­
say upwards of four hundred years ago these remains 
were so ancient, and so different from any kind of 
memorial work then being raised, that at least one of 
them was looked upon as possessing no interest or value 
beyond that of an ordinary stone suitable for the purpose 
of topping a flat-headed doorway or other ope. 

Amongst the many memorial-stones remaining in the 
cemetery, so often referred to, not the least remarkable 
is the subj ect of an etching, made, as are all similar 
illustrations presented in this volume, by a process 
of rubbing and pencil sketching combined (see fig. 
55). The stone is of an oblong form, measuring two 
feet in height, by sixteen inches in breadth. The 
top and base are pretty even, the sides rather rough 
and jagged, though there is no reason to suppose that 
any portion of the monument is missing. The cross, 
which occupies almost the entire surface of the flag, may 
be thus described: From the centre of a broad, shallow 
line apparently worked out by the aid of a pick and 
representing a kind of stand, or pedestal with slightly 
enlarged terminations rise, vertically, two parallel lines, 
slightly separated, and terminating at the head of the 
stone in faintly developed expansions. From these lines, 
at a distance from their upper extremities of about one­
third the entire length of the figure, extend on either 
side two perfectly similar scorings, which constitute the 
arms of the cross. The design must be considered very 
singular; as far as I am aware, there is nothing like it 
to be found elsewhere in Ireland. All the monumen­
tal stones, hitherto described in this monograph as 
remaining within the cashel, appear to belong to a 
time which there is every reason to believe extended 
from the sixth to about the close of the eighth century. 
Not a few of them present peculiarities of design highly 
characteristic of some of our earliest forms of Christian 
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Fig. 65. Sepulchral Stone in the Cemetery of the Men. Length, 2 feet; breadth, 16 inches . 
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art as exhibited on remains, the date of which has 
been at least approximately determined. The spirals 
so abundantly found at the terminations of the 1nis­
murray crosses, as I have already shown, may belong 
to the oldest age of the Church in Ireland. It should, 
however, be remembered that they are at times seen 
on monuments known to date from the eighth or 
ninth centuries. Ternoc mac-Oz'amz'n, whose pillar-stone 
remains at Kilnasaggart, in the parish of J ones­
borough, county Armagh, flourished in the beginning 
of the eighth century. His monument exhibits a large 
number of crosses, the members of which terminate in 
spiral fashion. At Tullylease, in the parish of the same 
name, county Cork, is the tombstone of St. Berichtir, 
who, according to the Annals of the Four Masters, died 
A.D. 839. These are probably the latest known examples 
of their kind. As far as I know, these spiral decora­
tions seem to have prevailed in 1nismurray to a. 
greater degree than elsewhere. The same remark will 
apply equally to the design which, upon one slab or 
pillar, exhibits two or more (sometimes five) crosses . 

Some broken pieces of richly-carved, and no doubt 
extremely early monumental slabs, are to be found lying 
upon the altar of St. Molaise, or in the adjoining grave­
yard. An interesting example also occurs at Teampull 
Mzdre, outside the cashel. It is not likely that any 
mere fragmentary portions of such memorials have been 
carried away, so that we may hope yet to see a number 
of monuments, now supposed to be all but lost, in some 
degree, at least, restored. . 

The stone referred to as lying at Teampull na mban, or 
Teampull Muz're, is but a portion, probably little more than 
half, of a slab (fig. 56) which, wben perfect, was, there 
is reason to believe, one of the most elegant of the man 
objects of its peculiar kind to be seen upon the islan . 
It measures eighteen inches in length, by nine in breadth. 
Upon it is incised a figure which is evidently the lower 
portion of a cross. Archreologists will deplore that the 
upper members of the figure have been lost, as no doubt 
their terminations more or less coincided with the diver­
gent spirals and graceful curves which constitute the 
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. -
design of the base. Besides, it is not in the least un-
likely that at the intersection an interesting example of 
so-called" Celtic" tracing may have been exhibited, to . 
say nothing of the probability of the name of some ' 
distinguished cleric or chieftain having been carved on 
the missing part of the leac. 
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Fig. 56. Fragment of Monumental Slab at Teamjiull-tla-lIIbll1l, or TelllllplIll MlIire. 
Length, 18 inches . 

A stone which may be seen on the altar of Teach Molaise 
(fig. 57) merits especial attention on the part of such 
antiquaries as make the subject of primitive symbolism 
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Fig. 57. Fragment of Monvmentnl Slab on the Altar of Teacl, M ollI,se. 
Length, 11 inches. • 
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their study. Like the example just figured, this relic is \ 
but a fragment. It would seem, however, to retain nearly: 
the entire of the device ~ith which it was origi:o.ally : 
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carved. This may be described as consisting of three 
concentric scoring, of which two are complete circle, 
the third, and outermost, being penannular, with 
parallel offsets from the opening extending length­
ways on the stone to a distance of about two inche . 
This is exactly the style of de ign which appears upon 
many "earth-fast" rocks, dallans, and on the walIs of 
(as far as ha been ascertained) prehistoric remains in 
Ireland. The missing portion of the stone was probably 
less than a foot in length, and would appear to have 
carried with it only a small portion of the two outer 
circles. That the carving is a relic of extremely early 
date there can be no question. It would seem, like 
kindred work remaining at Tullagh, Dalkey, and other 
sites of primitive Christianity in Ireland, to present, as 
it were, a connecting-link between pagan sepulchral 
scoring and the earliest Christian carvings to be found 
in the British Islands . 
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Fig. 58. Monumental Stone lying to the south-east of Teach Molai8e . 
3 feet 2 inches in length. 

• 

The burial-slab (fig. 58) may be regarded as some­
what less ancient than, at least, the great majority of 
those hitherto described. It should probably be looked 
upon as immediately following the primitive Christian 
monuments remaining upon Inismurray, and others oflike 
character which not unfrequently occur in early Irish 
cemeteries, as at Mainister, Aran Mol', Ardoilean, off the 
coast of Connemara, and elsewhere. It bears no lettered 
inscription. Perhaps the reputation of the individual -
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over whom it had been placed was so great that of old 
an epitaph was considered unnecessary. The" family" 
may have thought that the flag would ever be pointed 
to as covering the grave of a beloved and well-remem­
bered brother. Indeed, it is worthy of remark that all 
the inscriptions remaining upon the island are ' found 
on small unpretending-looking stones, while the larger 
monuments, though often bearing beautifully-designed 
cro se::;, are otherwise uninscribed. '1'he flag measures 
1hree feet two inches in length, and one foot eleven 
inches in breadth. The cross which it exhibits is in the 
Latin style, with a small circle at the intersection, and 
semicircles, averaging four inches in width at the ex­
tremities of its members. This is a very usual Iri h -
fashion. The figure is enclosed by a border form d 
of two incised lines, which may be described as running 
roughly parallel to each other, the space between them 
varying from four and a-half to two and three-quarter 
inches. From the base of this border, in line with the 
shaft of the cross, a very elegant pendant-like d~vice 
extend::; to a distance of about five inches. In it may 
be recognized an interesting example of the divergent 
spiral. Whether this appendage should be considered 
sym bolic, or merely ornamental, is a question very 
difficult to fOl'm an opinion upon. It may possibly be 
the conventional ship which, in early ages of Christia­
nity, was adopted a::; an emblem of the Church. In some 
carvings of this class, less b£za?'re, it is evident that the 
work was intended to suggest the idea of a galley with 
mast and yard. It seems to me not improbable that we 
have here the ship idea very fantastically expressed. The 
upper lines may indicate a set Rquare-sail, by which the 
mast is hidden. Pl'e-Rapbaelite arti::;ts, even those ofthe 
best classic period sculptors as well as painters did not 
generally trouble themselves to represent objects, whether 
marine 01' otherwise, in their proper forms and propor­
tions. The monument lies in the cemetery a little to the 
south-east of Teach Mola1'se. . 

Within the cashel, nearly adjoilling the portal (de- . 
si gned and erected by the people of the Board of Works), 
a slab (fig. 59) will be observed. The stone is flat and 

• 

• 



• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

'.118 
, 

INISM ORRAY, - • 

'thin, and, as a monument, slightly imperfect: but no 
'important portion appears to have been lost, It meas ures 
twenty-seven inches in length, by twenty-one in breadth, 

. and bears an incised cross, of rather plain, but graceful 
design. It is otherwise uninscribed. The cross may 
belong to any period between the eighth and twelfth 
. centuries. It exhibits no details pointing to a parti cular 
school or age; but doubtless, beneath, or close to it was 
laid, in a last earthly resting-place, all that was mortal 
of some member of the insular community. 
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Fig. 59.-Cross-inscribed Monument near the Morlern Portal of the Ca~,l ,eJ. 

Length, 27 inches ; breadth, 21 inches. 
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A pillar-stone (fig. 60), standing close to the west~rn 
gable of the" Church of the Men," is the last monument of 
a sepulchral or memorial class to be described as existing 
within the cashel. It bears an elegantly-proportioned 
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Latin cross rising from a horizontal bar, slightly sunken, 
and having a breadth similar to that of the members 
:of the cross proper, i.e. of two inches or thereabouts. 
The stone at present rises to a height of some five 
feet above ground; but it stands firmly, and much of 
.the base would appear to be imbedded in the soil. Un­
happily, like other relics of the same class remaining 
upon the island, it seems never to have possessed letter­
ing of any description. 
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Fig. 60.-Pillar-stone and Btllldll standing at the Church of the Men. 

Tlze Bullans. In various parts of Ireland, upon rocks, 
boulders, and other monoliths, are found basin-like de­
pressions, popularly called by Irish-speaking people 
bullans, which word may be translated "little pools." 
lt has been supposed by not a few eminent antiquaries 
that remains of this curious class, being discovered in 
connexion with a considerable number of our most vene­
rable ecclesiastical establishments, are therefore unques­
tionably of Christian origin, and were devoted to 
baptismal rites. On, the other hand, it has been main­
tained (see Dr. MarLin in t.he Joumal R. H. A. A. I. 
.for July, 1875, p. 438) that they were I'ude mortars, 
in which the priests, living in connexion with such 
-churches, in a very early age after the introduction 
of Christianity, had ground their corn for food. The 
Rev. James Graves has remarked that he cc felt inclined 
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to acknowledge that there was some probability in this 
view. He had no doubt that the clergy lived close to, 
if not within, the ancient parish churches. In many in­
stances the arrangements for a loft, or upper room, might 
yet be traced at the west end of some of these ruined 
buildings. The stones were so extremely rude that there 
was a difficulty in believing them to have been used as 
fonts even at the earliest period of Christianity in Ireland, 
and the hollows certainly were too small to have served 
for total immersion. On the contrary, however, it must 
be remembered that if unsuited for baptismal purposes, 
many of these bullCtns were also, from their depth 
and small size, ill-fitted even for mortars. There was a 
suspiciously pagan aspect about this class of ancient 
remains." 

We find these bullans at Cong, Co. Galway; Glenda­
lough, Co. Wicklow; Ullard, C.o. Kilkenny; Rath­
michael, Co. Dublin; Telllplenaffrin, Co. Fermanagh; 
Killinagh, in the same county; Rosscam, Co. Galway, 
and in numerous other sites of early Christianity in 
Ireland. But the great fact remains that they are dis­
covered in districts, especially oE the north and west, 
which had never possessed a church or Christian ceme­
tery. They are found grouped upon the face, or nearly 
perpendicular side, of the natural rock, upon the surface 
of boulders, and in the recesses of natural or artificial 
caverns. They may be seen on the shore of lough or 
river, or near the summits of lofty mountains. They are 
occasionally found within the chambers of pagan cairns. 
Examples of the largest variety occur at Sliabh-na­
cailNghe, Dowth, and N ewgrange. In the last-named 
mODument, within a somewhat shallow basin of consi­
derable dimensions, two large cup-like artificial hollows, 
admirably wrought out, occur. In plan our bullans are 
very generally circular, or nearly so; but in depth they 
vary considerably, some being extremely shallow and 
fIat-bottomed, while others in section present the figure 
of an inverted cone acutely pointed. The great majority 
are simply bowl-shaped. . 

In a note to "Loca Patriciana," p. 281, vol. iii., 
4th Series, of the Journal R.H.A.A.I., will be found 
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an interesting reference to a stone of this class. Mes­
fleflra, King of Leinster in the first century of the 
Ohristian era, is slain and decapitated by Oonal Oear­
nach, the champion of Ulster. The head is laid upon a 
stone, cc and the story records that the blood pierced the 
stone, and flowed through it to the ground." This relic 
of pagan times is said still to remain in the stream oppo­
site the ruins of the Franciscan church, Olane. "It is a 
, bullan stone,' and has an inverse conical cavity eighteen 
inches deep and as many wide on its upper surface." 

The water which is almost invariably to be found in 
these hollows is very generally supposed by the country 
people to possess miraculous curative powers, especially 
in diseases affecting the eye. It has been explaineu 
to me, by a medical gentleman of great experience, -
that water thus found, being as a rule, highly acidulated 
by the decomposition of vegetable-matter, when applied 
to eyes, or rather eyelids, affected by certain forms t 
irritation, may, not un frequently, alleviate discomfort, 
and even effect a cure. The same belief prevails in 
connexion with the water of many of our cc holy wells." 

Our first churches, there is every reason to believe, 
were frequently erected in the vicinity of wells which 
had, from t.ime immemorial, been considered sacred. In 
like manner, may not the primitive b~tllan have often 
suggested a site to the early church builder? If they had 
been designed as baptismal fonts, it is difficult to account 
for the appearance of nine, seven, five, four, or two 
bowls upon the one rock sometimes one touching the 
other. From the conical, or right-angular section of 
some examples, and from the position of others at a con­
siderable height from the ground, in the perpendicular 
face of a natural rock, the grain-rubbing, or mortar 
theory is, I believe, in such instances, untenable, as is 
also that of the basins having served as baptismal fonts. 

Two remains of this most mysterious class occur on 
Ini murray, one close to the west gable of the cc Ohurch 
of the Men," the other opposite the present entrance to 
the" Ohurch of the Women." The former is figured, 
along with the monumental stone which stands beside 
it, in p. 119, ante. The hollow is of a somewhat larger 
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.size than usual, is extremely shallow, and 'of irregular 
shape. It measures about one foot in diameter. 
· The example at the" Church of the Women" con­
sists of a very rough boulder-looking stone, one foot 
nine inches in length, by one foot two inches in breadth. 
Its bowl is tell inches in diameter, I:.md of considerable 
.depth. This may be looked upon as a very characteris­
.tic specimen of the ordinary single-bowled bztllan, found 
in connexion with our earliest chUTches. Both the 
stones, however, are of unusually small size. The larger 
examples, like those of Cong and Killinagh, near Belcoo, 
county Fermanagh, exhibit a number of basins. The 
last-named has no fewer than nine, in each of which 
a globular, or egg-shaped, stone, like some of those found 
.upon the altar of Oloca b1'eaca, has been set. The tra­
dition upon the spot is, that they were used for the 
purpose of anathematizing. ' 

• 

· The Holy Wells on Inismurray. Mr. Campbell, in his 
Introduction to Grant's Oentral Provinces of India, p. 19, 
after referring to the volume and variety of folk-lore 
current amongst the natives of the Sag6r and Narbada 
·territories legends of warlike feats, sorcery, witchcraft, 
supematural influences, worn-out religious beliefs, &c.­
observes: "It would be endless to multiply instances. 
From this hill is heard the sound of fairy drums; in 

·that lake are seen reflected the ruins of a buried city; 
here the hill-sides have been hollowed into rude temples; 
there the confluence of two rivers is marked by some 
solitary temple on the bluff, below which the waters 

.meet." In reading the above how vividly are we re­
·minded of the mythical fancies which prevail amongst a 
.large portion of our own people. Even the sketch of 
·the far Eastern land1:icape might equally illustrate more 
than one well-known Irish scene. • 

· Travellers from India describe the appearance of, 
and the rites practised at, holy wells situated in several 
parts of the Ea1:it, in terms which remind us, who have 
.lived in Celtic portions of Erin (and those districts com­
prise nearly the whole island), not a little of what we 

,may often have witnessed at home. With us atten'dance 
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'at such fonts, f01" devotional pu.rposes, has been ulliver­
,sally denounced by clergymen of all denominations. It 
i:; curiously true that the custom of offering prayers, &c., 
at holy wells is the same over a great part of Asia, 
Africa, and even of America, as it is in Ireland, though, 
of course, the orisons are as widely different as are the 
climes in which they are breathed. In one respect, how­
ever, the ritual seems to be unvaried it closes always 
by the suspension on bushes, trees, or walls in the imme­
diate neighbourhood of the w~ll, of ribbons or rags, 
usually of very small proportions. Probably the origin 
of a custom so widely prevailing, so strange and un­

,accountable, will for ever defy the researches of the 
learned to trace it. Can the rite be derived from the 
inexplicable corruption of a once universal religion? It -
is only reasonable to assume that well-veneration had it· 
origin in the fiery East. No doubt it was carried west 
wards as tides of mankind followed the cour:;e of the 
sun. Mter all it presents but one, although the most 
striking, evidence we possess of the direct descent of 
the mass of our people, from some long-forgotten tribe, 
or tribes, of the Old, Old World. 

There exists abundant evidence of the fact that in 
ante-Christian days natives of Erin, in common with 
those of the British Islands generally, were wont 
to worship certain trees, rocks, pillar-stones, and 
springs. The reason for the continued veneration of 
many wells found in Ireland has been very happily 
explained by Dr. J oyce in his invaluable work on 
b'z'sh Place-Names: cc After the general spread of the 
Faith the people's affection for wells was not only re­
tained, but intensified; for most of the early preachers 
of the Gospel established their humble foundations­
many of them destined to grow, in after years, into 
great religious and educational institutions beside those 
fountains whose waters at the same time supplied the 
daily wants of the little communities, and served for the 
baptism of converts. In tllis manner most of our early 
saints became associated with wells, hundreds of wl}.ich 
still retain the names of the holy men who con­
verted and baptized the pagan multitudes on their 
margins." 
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- -
There are two holy wells on Inisrnurray one of 

these stands outside the cashel, near the Water-gate, 
to which portal it probably gives name (fig. 61). It is 
dedicated to St. M olaise, and is covered by a stone­
-roofed, bee-hive-shaped, mortarless structure, measur­
ing, internally, seven feet by six. rrhe doorway, a 
truly Cyclopean work, is six feet in height, three in 
breadth at the lintel, and four at the base. Five stone 
steps lead from this ope to the water, which is neither 
abundant nor palatable. 

Tobernaco1"agh. Upon the opposite side of the island, on 
the brink of the ocean, is the second holy well (fig. 62). 
Like that of St. Molaise, it is protected bya building', ofthe 
bee-hive class, formed of large stones laid without mortar. 
From it extends, northward, a kind of stone-lined channel, 
flagged over at its ends, and having an open space in its 
centre. This channel, which seems tohave been excavated 
through clay and rock to a depth of about two feet six 
inches below the natural surface, is twenty feet in 
length. The space referred to is adapted for the pur­
pose of an open-air bath, and there can be little doubt 
of its having been so used. A scarcely-ever-cea, ing 
flow of bright sparkling water passes from the well 
through the channel, and supposed bath, and, after 
running a few feet, falls over a low incline into the 
Atlantic. Between this very remarkable work, which 
seems unquestionably to have served the double purpose 
of a baptistry and bath, and Pfynnawn Gwenvat'n (the 
well of Gwenvain), at Rhoscolyn, in the island of 
Holyhead, there exists a striking analogy. Mr. Robert 
Young, who has described that well (see the Journal 
R.H.A.AJ. for July, 1881, p. 502), states that" Gwen­
vain was the daughter of Pawl Hen, of Manaw, and sister 
of Penlan, who about 630 A.D. was the head of a small 
sisterhood at Rhoscolyn, of which the cloister-garden 
still remains a solitary but interestillg relic." 

The name '1'obernacoragh may be translated the "Well 
of Assistance"; and very curious stories are told by the 
islanders in connexion with this extremely weird but 
romantic-looking place. It not unfrequently happens, 
especially during the spring and winter months, that, 
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owing to the prevailing tempestuous weather, communi­
cation between Inisll1urray and the mainland is, even 
for weeks, rendered impracticable. On such occasions 
it was the custom of the natives to drain the waters of 
this well in to the ocean, as they believed that by so doing, 
and by the offering up of certain prayers, the elemental 
war might cease, and a holy calm follow. I was not 
able to learn from the islanders the precise time when 
the well bad been last drained. It is probably some 
years since a rite so very pagan in character was prac­
tised, and an offering poured forth that would seem 
originally intended to propitiate some old sea-god of 
Celtic mythology. Could the god have been Neptune 
himself under another name? 

The Leaclzta, Stations, g-c., with their Monuments. In 
the preceding chapters I have described the heart and 
citadel of Inismurray the cashel and its contents. But 
much remains to excite the attention and admiration of 
all true antiquaries. I allude to the leachta and stations 
which occur at pretty uniform distances from each other, 
all round the rocky, storm-worn margin of the island. 
The leachta consist of un cemented stones, usually boulders, 
set together in the form of a cube, the sides of which 
average about five feet in breadth and height respec­
tively. These rude piles were anciently surmounted by 
a miniature dallan, or pillar, engrayed with the figure of 
a cross more o! less elaborately designed, but in every 
instance of- extremely early character. From some of 
these monuments the stone has been removed, and in 
others the carvings with which they were enriched have 
been so affected by the storms of more than twelve 
centuries, that even the practised eye will fail to trace 
the character of what had been ornamentation. 

Monuments of this kind are not confined to Inis­
murray; indeed they are to be found upon not a few of 
the islands of the west and south (and upon retreats 
situate on inland waters, as most notably on Station 
Island, Lough Derg, county Donegal), which had been 
occupied by early Christian communities. They are 
everywhere regarded as altars, and each was dedicated 
to its particular saint. 
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The stations us~ally exhibit altars precisely simi­
lar to the leaclzta, but are, as a rule, enclosed by a low 
dry-stone wall, rarely more than two or three feet in 
height, and about three feet in tllickness. These walls are 
of the rudest possible construction, and must be looked 
upon only as fences intended to protect the I:lacred spaces 
which they encircle against the encroachments of cattle. 
A single gap, usually exhibiting inclined jambs is found 
in each, and was the only entrance. These op~s do not 
appear ever to have been covered by a lintel, or arch. 
It is manifest that the walls were too low to have ad­
mitted within them the construction of a covered portal, 
or doorway, and there is no reason to suppose that they 
were at any time higher than we now find them. 

Like the leacMa, the stations were dedicated to certain 
saints, but the name of the particular saint has not in 
every instance been preserved, 

Pilgrims from the mainland still not unfrequently 
visit Inismurray. Perhaps owing to the difficulty and 
uncertainty of the passage during unsettled weather, no 
partic~ar day would seem to have been appointed for . 
their attendance at the several shrines. The" rounds" · 
are usually commenced at Teaclz 111olaise, and, following : 
the course of the sun, all pilgrims proceed from station 
to station, and in this manner make a circuit o! .the 
island. Even the natives do not seem to have any par- ' 
ticular patron day. . Their" kingdom" is so diminutive ' 
that intending devotees are always within a few minutes' 
stroll of every centre of devotion which the island 
presents. 

Olla Mui1'e. Let us now proceed on the usual track 
of the pilgrims. Starting eastward from Olashymo1"e Har­
bour, a sli gh t walk will bring us to Olla. Mzt£1'e (fi~. 63), a 
very considerable station, which, as lts name lmplIes, 
was dcJicated to the Virgin Mary. Tin18 anJ tempest 
seem to have performed their work of denudation upon 
the masonry; but, as only a few stones are to be seen 
lying about, it is not likely that the work ~as lo~t much 
of its original elevation. ~ts greates~ he.Ight IS about 
two feet six inches. The thIckness vanes, m parts, from 
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two to -three feet; but owing to various causes, bulging, 
and dislocation of stones, &c., it is difficult to secure 
accurate measurements. The wall is forty-two paces 
in circumference; its figure a somewhat irregular 
circle. A gap on the south-eastern side shows where 
the entrance had been; but the stones of the jambs no 
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Fig. 63.- Olla Muire Station (pronounced Ollamurray). 

longer remain in situ. As nearly as possible within the 
centre of this enclosure stands an altar of the usual 
quadrangular form, measuring, every way, about four 
feet. From its table rises a very rude stone. rfhis at 
one time probably exhibited an incised cross, of which 
no trace, at present, can be discerned. 

Trathan-na-righfhear(pronounced Trahanareer) Station. 
-At a short distance westwards from Olla Muire, will be 
found a mos t in teresting station called Trathan-na-rig h fhea'r, 
the" Tratan of the Chieftains" (fig. 64). 1:'he buildings, 
as usual, are composed of rough unbammered and unce­
mented stones. In plan, the enclosing wall is a square, 
measuring fifteen feet by sixteen, externally, and with 
angles rounded off. It is two feet in height, and two 
feet six inches in thickness. The entrance, which is 
on the land side, is one foot eight inches wide at the 
base. The right-hand jamb as you enter consists of a 
single stone; the opposite jamb appears to have been 
disturbed. It is quite certain that the wall was never 

• 

• 

i 

, 



I • , -
j 
I 
'. 
~ 
• 

. , 

\ 
• 

• , <=l 

'" ~ . 
\ 

0 
:.3 

I .s 
rn 

I -.. ;..~ • 
Cl> 
Cl> • .... 
oS 
§ ( , 
7J ... 
E-< 
-0 

Cl> , C) 

<=l 
=' 

, 
• 

0 

" 0 .... 
p. 

I ~ 

• <; I 
.~ 
. ." 
.~ 

• 
~ 

" -~ 
• '" -" \ .-

" • .:; • 

I 
• 

.". \ to 
• 

"" .... 
~ 

• 

I 
• • • 

, 

• 

• 

• • • 

• 

• 

K 

• 



I 

• 

• 

• 

I 

• 

I 
• 

• 

130 INISMURRA. Y. 

higher than it is at present, so there was no occasion 
for a lintel to the passage. 

A most curious feature in connexion with this station 
consists of a bee-hive cell (which still, in parts, retains 
its stone roof), attached to the western face of the wall 
and measuring ten feet in diameter on the interior 
(fig. 66). This was entered, from the area of the station, 
by a doorway one foot ten inches high by two feet two 
inches in breadth. The passage is covered by a lal'ge . 
flat lintel, which still remains undisturbed. rrhis little 
building was probably the dwelling-place of some ancho­
rite, and its occupant must have been obliged to creep 
on hands and knees through this extraordinary doorway 
whenever he required to enter or depart from his strange 
domicile. 
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Fig. 65. Cross on Altar of TrattS1Inarig j Mr Station. 

H eight above Socket, 17t inches. • 

The altar is well and strongly built, the stones being 
of lmusually large size, but there is no appearance 
of mortar; and the only evidence of a chisel having 
been used in connexion with it occurs upon a flat slab of 
sandstone, which rises from it, and upon which a highly 
quaint and strangely-designed cross, one foot in length, 
has been deeply engraved (fig. 65). The vertical limb of 
this remarkable figure is crutched at top and base, and 
from its centre, which encloses a small cup, extend two 
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diminutive arms, the length of the horizontal member 
thus formed exactly coinciding with that of the termi­
nations aheady }'eferred to. The stone on which this 
cross is cut measures above its present socket seventeen 
inches and a-half by fourteen and a-half in breadth. It 
may be sunk to a considerable depth in the masonry of 
the altar. The work is, doubtless, one of the earliest 
remains of its class to be found in Ireland. Bishop 
Graves discovered one almost exactly like it, both in 
size and style, in a killeen, or primitive Christian ceme­
tery, situate in a remote district of Kerry. He was 
also fortunate enough to find on Innisvicillane, one of 
the Blasket Islands, off the coast of the same county, a 
stone bearing crosses very much of the same type, and, in 
addition, an ogam inscription. These Kerry monuments 
are pronounced, on the highest authority, to be as old, 
at least, as the commencement of the seventh century. 

Pursuing our tour, still in the course of the sun, we 
almost immediately an-ive at Pollnashant~mny, the 
"Cavern of the Old Wave," a very singular name, in 
connexion with which, no doubt, of old " hung a tale" 
of romance and wonder, now lost with the seannachies 
of dim Gaelic days. The scene is weird and awful. 
Under certain conditions of atmosphere, wind, and wave, 
this glorious example of ocean's sculpturing would form 
a subject worthy of the genius of a Petrie or a Danby to 
suggest it could not be painted. 

Leachta Orois mor (pronounced Crossmore) "Monu­
ment oftheGreat Cross." This station evidently derives 
its name from a cross which rises from the centre of 
an altar standing within the enclosure of a low stone 
wall, or fence, twenty-four paces in circumference, and 
differing in no particular from structures of its class 
which have been already noticed. There is here, how­
ever, no trace of a bee-hive cell. The entrance was, as 
uRual, from the land side, and does not appear ever to 
have been covered (fig. 67). The buildings exhibit no 
sign of molestation by the hand of man; no stones are 
lying about. In all likelihood this station, allowing some­
thing for wear and tear of storm, stands very much as it 
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134 INISMURR.A. Y. 

appeared when first erected. Its most interesting 
feature is the cross-inscribed flagstone (fig. 68) which, 
rising conspicuously above the level of the bleached and 
mossy wall, seems to sentinel one of the wildest, most 
impressive, and, I may add, delightfully characteristic 
,scenes to be met with in Erin, whether upon mainland 

• 

• 

Fig. 68, Cross on L eachta Orois mor. Height, 19 inches . 

or islet. The height of this monument is nineteen 
inches; but of course a considerable part of the base 
does not appear. Its breadth is ten inches, as is 
also the length of the carving, which figure represents, 
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probably, the oldest style of cross found in Western 
Eu~ope. E~amples every w~y si~ilar were seen (and 
copIed) by BIshop Graves, of limerIck, in Coptic churches 
upon the banks of the Nile. 

The Orois m6r design is essentially the same as one 
which appears upon a stone discovered in the year 1870 
in Glencar, county Kerry, by Bishop Graves, who thu~ 
notices it: " On the back (of the stone) is a Latin cross, 
rising out of a figure respecting which I cannot venture 
to determine what it is intended to represent, or what is 
its symbolical meaning. It may, perhaps, have been 
meant to denote a ship, the symbol of the Christian 
Church, as a mast and yard were, by primitive Christians, 
regarded as a symbol of the Cross." After describing 
this and a companion pillar, Bishop Graves continues: 
"That these Glencar monuments are very ancient is 
proved by the fact, that whilst the ornamental crosses 
inscribed upon them manifest considerable taste, the 
stones themselves show no signs of having been squared 
or hammered. This is the case with most, if not all, of 
the monuments bearing ogam inscriptions. But these 
latter differ from the uninscribed and undoubtedly pagan 
monuments in being generally much less massive." 

Close to the rocky point of Teemaneane, or the" Place 
of the Birds," on the northern margin of the island, is a 

• 
very curious station, called by the natives Tratan Aodha, 
the Tmtan of Aodh, a name generally, but absurdly, trans­
lated into English "Hugh." The station consists of a 
dry wall nearly circular in plan, and measuring sixteen 
feet in internal diameter (fig. 69). This work, which pre­
sents a considerable batter, is of a strength and massive·· 
ness at least unusual in station fences, measuring fully 
four feet six inches in thickness at the foundation. Its 
greatest elevation is three feet three inches; but much 
of the wall is considerably lower, especially near the 
entrance where it stands scarcely two Jeet in height. A 
most re~arkable fact in connexion with this so-called 
" station" is that it is completely environed by a mu?" 
of the rath cl~ss, and apparently consisting of earth and 
small stones. This surrounding rampart would scarcely, I 
imagine, be considered necessary for the requirements of 
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religious exer~ises only. It p!es~nts every appearance of 
the place havmg been a habItat.lOn of some kind not a 
bee-hive hut certainly, as no debris of a stone roof can be 
discovered wit~in or aroun.d the wall; ?ut a covering 
constructed of lIghter matenal, such as shmgles or hides 
may of old have sheltered so limited an in closure. W ~ 
read of a kind of work called bo-dun, or "cattle fort" 
which was used in early times in Ireland for the 
better security of kine against sudden attack on the 
part of freebooters. The northern seaboard of the island 
being extremely lonely and open to rovers, may possibly 
have required a fold of refuge, and a defensive position 
for the old guardians of the coast, in cases of sudden pre­
datoryattack, especially during the long nights of winter. 

A rambling and silly legend is told in connexion with 
a slight depression, supposed to be the mark of a child's 
foot, which appears on one of the stones at the entrance. 
The former is not worthy of repetition, and the latter is 
evidently a fossil-mark . 

• 

T-ratan Aodlza, in later times, may possibly have been 
mistaken for a station, especially as at a short distance 
from it stands an altar similar to those found in sacred 
inclosures of that description; but the name of the saint 
to whom it was dedicated has not been retained, and the 
pile is simply called Altoil', "altar." It is square in plan, 
seventeen feet eight inches ill girth at the ground, and 
still exhibits a finial, consisting of a rude flagstone devoid 
of cross or carving of any kind set upright in its summit. 

In the same direction, a little inland from the brink 
of the cliff, a very slight grassy elevation, through which 
a few bleached stones appear, is sty led by the natives 
Leaclzta-na-saga'rt, or the "Priest's Monument." It is 
not remembered on the island who this ecclesiastic was, 
nor is there any reason assigned for his interment in a 
spot so far from any church, and where, certainly, but 
one solitary grave appears. 

"LEACHTA PATRAIG" STATION. 
• 

• 
At Rzte, i. e. the "Red" Point,. the most eastern 

extremity of the island, are the rums of. a fine alt~r 
bearing the above name. It measures eIght feet SIX 
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inch~s by si:r fee~ seven inches, and is at present four feet 
five mches ID helght (fig. 70). The upper courses of the 
masonry have bee~ much displaced; and the customary 
c70~s, or rather topmost ~tone engraved with that figure 
(:f It ever here eXIsted), IS no longer to be found. rfhe 
VIew from Rue Point is extensive and beautiful em­
bracing ~he entire range of the Sligo Mountains' from 
Benbulbm, as far almost as the Bundrowse river. There 
exists no tradition in reference to this monument · but 
from the na.me it bears, there can be no doubt that it wa~ 
raised to the honour and memory of our National Saint . 

• .... - -
• " " 

Fig. 71. Tt"iI»I{d fil a" (pronounced Treenode more), or the Great Station of the 
Trinity. 

". 

A walk by the cliff's edge of little more than a 
quarter of a mile will bring us to the Great Station of the 
'frinjty, caned by the people of the island" T1'zonzd mar" 
(fig. 71). Here are the well-preserved remains of a struc­
ture measuring eight paces in length, by seven in width 
externally, and, like a church, extending east and west. 
There is a passage in the western end, but no lintel 
remains, if indeed one had been required to an ope 
which could never have been more than a few feet in 
height. The masonry has a comparatively modern look, 
and is like that of the less ancient portions of Teampull­
na-mban, or the" Church of the Women," standing close 
at hand which additions or restorations are probably 
not older than the fourteenth or fifteenth century. The 
interior of the station is much choked with stones 
and weeds, and may, very likely, contain a ~1Umber 'of 
interesting monuments which lie hidden. A plllar-stone, 
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however, l'aises its cross-inscribed head above the gray 
walls and tangled herbage (fig. 72); it measures upwards 
of three feet in height, and one foot six inches and a-half 
in breadth, just above the arms of the large cross, where 
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Fig. 72. Head of Pillar Stone in Tt'{onid mor, or Great Station of the Trinity. 

it is widest. It is quite impossible to explain the sym­
bolism of these crosses. Other examples of the same 
design will be found described in these pages; but this 
cross is by far the finest. All are very early . 
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A few yards from Tt'ionid mot', to the south-westward 
is the Little Station of the 'frinity (fig. 73). It is twelv~ 
paces round, very rudely constructed, and of inconsider­
abl~he~ght; yet, on account ?f the cross-inscribed flagstone 
W~lCh It ~ear~ set up near Its centre, the spot remains a 
pomt of hIgh mtel'est to students of early Celtic art. The 
stone measures two feet in height from its socket com­
posed of a number of rough boulders and one foot one 
inch and a-half at its broadest part nearthe head; the base 
is ten inches and a-half in width. Each of its greater sur­
faces has been sculptured with the figure of a cross, one 
of which is highly artistic in style, and much resembles 
in design and method of execution the beautiful figure 

• , , 

-= 1' 

Fig. 73. Tt'lot/ld beg (pronounced Treenode beg), or the Little Station of the Trinity. 

noticed at p. 98, as occurring on a slab now standing upon 
an altar attached to the southern side of the cashel wall 
upon the exterior. It will be observed, however, that 
here there is a difference, inasmuch as three of the 
triquetras, which terminate the members of the cross, ex­
hibit in one of their loops (that joining the figure) a p~llet 
in baS80-1'elievo' and at the intersection may be notIced 
a quatrefoil, the bands or fillets of whicl:, according to the 
usual spirit of early Irish art, must have mterlaced, ~hough 
now, owing to the action f~r ages of frost and ram, the 
carvings have become consIderably worn and obscured; 
nevertheless the pattern, by the practised eye, can . still 
be distinctly traced (fig. 74). 
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Fig. 74. CrosB~inBcribed Stone in Trlon(d Qcg, or the Little Station of the Trinity. 
Height above Socket, 2 feet • 
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Of the cross found upon what may be styled the 
reverse of the monument, all that need be here said is 
that it, possesses no feature of special interest and i~ 
therefore sufficiently- illustrated in ?g. 73, which pre­
sents a general VIew of the statlOn. Yet, from its 
v~ry simplicity! the desig~ is valuable as being found 
wIth a compamon cross, hIghly elaborate in character. 
The two being certainly contemporaneous, it indicates 
a fact, which writers on the subject of Celtic ec­
clesiastical art might often do well to bear in mind, 
that speculation as to the ages of monuments of various 
classes found in Ireland is rather hazardous, if directed 
only by consideration of the degree of richness or rude­
ness which may be exhibited in details . 

• 
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Fig. 75. The Station of Mnry. 

The Station of Mary tands at a short distance from 
the Little Station of the Trinity just noticed, close to 
Tearnpull-na-mban, or the" Church of the Women," some 
times called Teampull Mui1'e or MU1"?'Y, the "Church 
of Mary." It is of oblong form, measuring seven feet by 
four feet eleven inches, and is two feet ten inches in 
height. From its table rises a small flat stone which has 
been sculptured with two crosses, but the carving on one 
side has become almost entirely obliterated by time and 
the growth of lichen so much so that it is impossible 
to trace the design with any degree of certainty. 

In the close vicinity of this altar 0:: station is a p~llar , 
01' flag standing upright, and measurmg two feet eIght 
inches in length, eleven inches in width! an~ s~ven .inches 
and a-half in thickness. Upon one SIde IS mscnbed a 
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very early cross, Latin in character, and measuring one 
foot three inches in length. The opposite side is plain. 
A cross very similar occurs upon the "holed stone" 
pillar which stands by the side of the pathway verging 
upon the "Cemetery of the Women," in which this 
relic stands. The holed stone to which I refer has been 

. ah'eady described. There is a second upright stone 
remaining in the same cemetery, which, on account of 
the singularity of the cross design which it bears, is parti­
cularly worthy of antiquarian notice. Indeed, I do not 
recollect to have seen elsewhere anything like it, but at 
the same time I am not prepared to assert that the Inis­
murray example has not its fellow in some remote and 
hitherto unexplored cemetery of Ireland or Scotland, or 

• 

Fig. 76. Pillar-stone near the Station of Mary. Back view, showing remaining 
Cross. H eight, above ground, 2 feet 8.inches. 

of some other country where, at an early period, Chris­
tianity prevailed. The figure may be thus described:­
The vertical member or shaft is one foot eight inches in 
length; at a distance of three inches from its head the 
shaft is bisected by a horizontal bar four and a-half inches 
long the formation of a Latin cross being the result. 
The upper members of this figure terminate in the small 
triangular expansions so often found in early Irish works 
of a similar class. The cross, from the level of its arms, 
is surmounted by a kind of semicircular nimbus ten 
inches in diameter, and consisting of two slightly sunken 
bands, separated from each other by a space of about 
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three-quarters of an inch. rrhese bands, at the level 
already indicated, cease to be concentric, and are con­
tinued downwards, in gentle but not parallel curves until 
they join the shaft the one at a distance of six inches 
and a-half from the cross-head, the other, and outer 
four inches and a-l1alf lower. A double heart, or kite~ 
like figure, is thus presented. 

The lower part of the shaft seems set in a semicir­
cular groove· or band, through which it passes to a dis-

J • 
r~ 

• 

-. 
• 

-

Fig. 77. Pillul'-stone in the Cemetery of the Women. 

tance. of one inch and three-quarters. This termination 
had the same diameter as the nimbus. Can it be supposed 
to ~enot.e an anchor? We know that by the early Chris­
tians of Rome an anchor was considered emblematic of 
their faith, and that it has been found engraved upon 
their tombs, or memorial stones. . 

Though varying slightly h~re and there, the th1Ck~ess 
of all members of this most curIOUS example of symbohsm 
may be described as more or less uniform. Of the great. 
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antiquity of the monument there can be little doubt. 
The tone is of comparatively small size, measuring only 
two feet three inches in height, by fourteen inches in 
bl'eadth . 

.As has been already intimated, the celebrated St. 
Columba better remembered by his countrymen under 
the name 00 lurnbkille, or "Columb of the Churches," 
from the number of r~ligious foundations which he 
had established in every part of this kingdom and 
in Scotland is traditionally stated, by the Inismurray 
natives, to have been partner with St. Molaise in the 

Fig. 78.-Leachta ClIoluimcille (pronounced Laghta Colurnkille) Station. 

erection of Teampull-na-Bfem', or the "Church of the 
Men," within the cashel (see p. 50). No manuscript 
or printed authority, as far as I can ascertain, exists 
to connect St. Columba with this island, and yet, that 
he had often visited the place can hardly be doubted, his 
famous monastery of D1'uim-cliabh-na-g-cros, or "Drum­
cliffe of the Crosses," lying at a little distance from it on 
the opposite coast of Sligo. In a poem attributed to 
St. Columba occur the lines: • 

" :H elo, eel of my heart, a1 so is th e West 
Dlumcliffe at Culcinne' s Strand." 

We may assume that the founder of the monastery of 
Iona, of Tor Inis , now Tory Island, off the coast of 

• 
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Donegal, and of other sea-encompassed or maritime loca­
lities, was no indifferent sailor, and that while sojourning 
at " beloved" Drumcliffe he would, at least occasionally, 
be tempted to make a curach trip to the neighbouring 
islet, where ruled his friend Molaise. Be this as it may, 
we find in close proximity to the remains last noticed a 
station (fig. 78) still called by the people Leachta Choluim­
cille. This altar, which is perhaps the best-preserved 
work of its class remaining upon Inismurray, is nearly 
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Fig. 79. Columbkille's Altar-flllg- Front View. Height, 31 inches. 
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square in plan, measuring, at the .ground, fo~r fe~t seven 
inches and a-half, by four feet two. Its heJght IS three 
feet four inches. Some of the upper stones seem loose 
and a little displaced, otherwise the masonry has but ' 
slightly suffered from '.' Time's effacing fingers." f' A,s 
usual from the cell tre nses a cross-carved flag. In., tlns , 
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Fig. 80 , Colllmbkille' s Altar-flag- Back View. 
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in .tance tbe . stone, which measures thirty-one inches in 
heIght by sIxteen and a-half in breadth must be con. 
sidered particularly interesting, as it is in~cribed on botb 
s~des, tbe fig:ures being crosses o~ the earliest type. Tbe 
ncbest carvmg occurs on the sIde which nearly faces 
'l'eampull Mui1·e. It consists of a plain Latin cross witbin 
the lower quadrants of which there are two crossl~ts also 
Latin; tile three rising from a curved line. It is po~sible 
that in tbe curvature of this line ex ists some cryptic 
s:ymbolism. Tbe upper quadrants display a kind of de­
sIgn 110t uncommon on !:lome of our earliest Christian 
lapidary remain, and which is occasionally found in 
connexion with enamel wOTk on bronzes of what ha'" 
been called the "late Celtic period." It has a v r) 
Grecian look. Round the central cross are lines forming -
a second large cruciform figure. Tbe entire compositit/il 
is enclo.ed by a cdntinuou border, the base of which is the 
curious cuned line supporting tbe three crosses (fig. 79). 

The revel' e carving is a plain, severe Latin cross with 
a mall circle in its centre, the usual triangular expan­
sion at the termination of its sbaft and arms, and with a 
dot or cup depre sion in each of its quadrants (fig. 80). It 
is extremely interesting from being :found in connexion 
'Nith its more elaborate companion. Both may be con­
• id red as old as a time immediately following the 
death of St. Columba. They can scarcely be later 
than the commencement of the seventh century, and 
may be a little earlier. 

We have now all but accomplished the island's round, 
Reilic Od1'ain the next station , lying less than one-fifth 
of a mile ea~twal'd of Ollamur?'Y, the point from which 
we started. The name signifies, the "Cemetery of 
Odnm " or "Oran" a contemporary and companion of 

" b . 1 St.. Columba, who, by-the-by, .had e.l~ewher~ a ~n.a-
ground called after his name, VIZ . Retltg OU1'~zn, ad~?m­
ing the mona tery of Iona. Of the Scottu;h Rezlzg I 
shall have, presently, a word to sa.y. 

The station is an enclosure of very early date, as 
may be judged from the style of ~ts dry-s~one masonry. 
N car the centre is an altar whwh, as It exactly re­
sembles others already described, requires here little 

• 

• 

• 
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notice beyond a statement of its measurements. In 
length it is seven feet six inches, and in breadth six 
feet the height averaging about three feet six inches. 
The surrounding pace ha evidently long been used as 
a cemetery, many flag- tones, and other sepulchral memo­
rials lying about over hadowed by a wildernes ' of weeds 
and briers. The aspect of the spot is indeed one of lone­
liness and neglect, but happily the ma onry does not 
appear in any part to have uffered from the effects of 
time, or of modern restoration. The rank growth of 
vegetation, however, which renders a full examination of 
the monuments here so intere tingly grou ped togethel'­
a work of some discomfort, might well be thinned, or 

, 
I 
• 

Fig. 81. Altar of lleitic·Odmill (prono:mced Relickoran) Station. 

altogether removed. If picturesqueness alone were de­
sired no one would have cause to complain of the present 
state of this venerable site. 

Upon the altar are two examples of cross-design, one 
of which is highly interesting, as it exhibits in the ' arm 
terminations rather elaborate developments of the diver­
gent spiral pattern, such as an artist of the sixth or 
seventh century might have studied from models even 
then ancient. The slab is of comparatively small 
size. (See scale attached to fig. 82, next page. 
At the time of my visit to the place, the secon 
slab, fig 83 (also evidently of great antiquity), was 
·so overspread with lichen, and so weather-worn, that 
to trace much of its carving, with a degree of certainty, 
was hardly possible. From a drawing then made an 

• 



-

c(~ 
--v-" ...,r--<7 . ) 

, •• 
.]1. 

C -' 
. ) 
-, 

~, 

-, , 
--. .-- - ... 

. ' - .". .. . -- . . 
-' /" 

J" . --.. - .. ,~ , • -. - ~ .. ' - .. . -
-

- :::.~. ,.. .... . - f - , 

" 
.~ 

r-­
r - -

,4 ~ <4''''''' 

~ 

- ' Io"" '.~ . 
,. 1 , 

I .. ... .--. 
• . . . ,-

, \ ' '- . , , 
/, .. 

, . ,l ,11:" 

I.SI 

.' I ./ 

. • • ! • 

c./n..4ip. 

Fig, 82.-Stone on R eilic-Odmin Altlll'.-No. 1. 

, 

c.C'/) 
• , 

? 

, "P 

Ir' t \ h, -
, 

./' 
"&- '/ " 7 

" 

• 

Fig, 83,-Stone on Reilic-Odl'ain Altar, No, 2. 



• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

152 INISMURR.A. Y. 

idea may be formed of the general appearance of the 
leac only. It is to be regretted that the patterns 
within the quadrants are not available for the purpose 
of comparison with others found upon the island. The 
stone measures eigM inches in breadth, by about twenty­
four in length from the socket. 

A 'pillar, five feet in length (above ground), and 
fom'teen inches in breadth (fig. 84), remains within the 
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Fig. 84. Pillar standing in Reilic- Odmi11. Height, 6 feet ahove gl·ound. 

• 

• 

enc10sure. Upon one of its faces is displayed, deeply 
engraved, that inexplicable design of a large central 
Latin cross, accompanied within its quadrants by cross­
lets. The monument remains in a perfect state of preser­
vation, and may perhaps be considered the finest of its 
type that can be referred to . 

• 
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Probably the cemetery retains other carved memo­
rial stones ; but I have described all that are now above 
the present urface of the soil. The spot is sheltered 
frum the usually prevailing north and west winds so 
~ltat v~getation, accompanied, of course, by au e~er­
Il.lcreasmg growth of mo~ld, is here exceptionally luxu­
nant. From the followmg note, p. 283, in Pennant's 
Vox/age to the Heb?'ides, it would seem that the burial-
place on Iona, called after St. Oran, was, in the time of 
the writer of that interesting volume, very much in the 
same neglected state : "Arrived at Reilic-Ou?'ain, 01' the 
, Burying-place of Oran ' : a vast enelosure, the great place 
of interment for the number of monarchs who were de­
posited here, and for the potentates of every isle, and 
their lineage; for all were ambitious of lying in this holy -
spot. The place is in a manner filled with grave-stone, 
but so overgrown with weeds, especially with the commO'1 
butter- bur, that very few are at present to be seen. ' 
The aspect of neglect exhibited by Reilic- Ocl?'ain on 
Inismurray might also wen excite remark. 

Now that the antiquities of Inismurray have been 
placed under the care of the Board of Works, it is much 
to be regretted that no responsible caretaker appears to 
have been appointed. Not a few of the cross-inscribed 
flag', even some of tho e bearing inscriptions, are liable 
at any moment to be utilized a' head-stones to modern 
graves. In many parts of Ireland slabs of this kind are 
not unfrequently, on the occasion of an interment, placed 
immediately over the coffin, and buried along with it. 
Thus, a valuable work may be lost for ages, perhaps for 
ever. It is not only in this manner that -loss and ~ama~e 
might overtake a number of the monuments whICh stIll 
happily remain. From Clonmacllois, Glendalou~'h, an.d 
o~her sites of early e?clesiastical impo~tance !n thIS 
Jnnguorn, many memonal stones .of the hIghest ll1terest 
have within the last twellty 01' thIrty yearl:i been sUlTep­
titiously removed. The denudation of the great re~'al 
cemetery at Clonmacnois, by t~le removal or destructIOn 
of scores of its lettered stones, IS a fad almost of yester­
day. These memorials had been placed over tl:e gl:aves 
of kings, clerics, chieftains, warrIors, poets, hIstonans, 
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and other men of mark in their day. Of tlle inscriptions 
collected by Petrie at Clonmacnois in 1822 nearly one­
half have disappeared! 

The people of Inismurray would most certainly now 
resist any attempt to remOV0 even the most fragmentary 
relic of early days from the i land, or even from one 
cemetery to the other, but they cannot at all times be 
upon the watch. Several of the smaller leacs, and not 
a few of the altar-stones, as has been shown, are ex­
tremely small and portable. They are ju t the class of 
object to excite the cupidity of an average cUl'iosity­
hunter. An official custodian hou1d attend every part.y 
of stranger. by whom the island may be visited, if it 
were only to guard the lithic treasures from possible 
attacks by the ordinary modern tourist, who too often will 
110t hesitate to chip and deface a time-honoured relic iu 
order to add "specimens" to his scrappy and meaning­
less collection. 

It was in this way that a celebrated in cribed stone, 
which was supposed to mark the grave of an hi h Mo­
narch, gradually disappeared from the Riglife?·t, or" King's 
Cemetery," at Glendalough. Bit by bit it was sold to 
tourists by the lying" guides" (so called) who infest 
that time-hallowed spot. In like manner the noble 
historical yew-tree which grew clo~e to the cathedral, 
and had been, as there is every reason to believe, planted 
by St. Kevin himself, slowly vanished, its very roots 
heing utilized by the manufacturers of paper-folders, 
snuff - boxes, cigar - cases, and other trifles, such as 
travelling" 'Any" delights to secure for exhibition in 
his cabinet of " curiosities." . 

Happily lnismurray has not as yet become a 
fashionable show-place, and in modern times, at least, 
the cross-inscribed or lettered monuments would seem 
as a rule to have remained unharmed except by the 
rude hands of excise officers, or the trampling of 
cattle. 1 

1 The Board of Works, after I"estoring 
(?) the cashel and its edi.fices, erected no 
gate to prevent cattle or pigs frolll stray­
i ng i 11 to the interior, and roving through 

the gmveyard, so the islanders, to meet 
the difficulty, have etopped up the entrance 
by blocking it with several cross-inscribed 
flagstones! W. M . 

• 
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CONCLUDING REM A RKS. 

At Reilic- Odmin our round of the island must ter­
minate. A walk of a few minutes would bring us to the 
. tation of Ollamurray, at which point our short but inte­
resting itinerary commenced. All has been described 
except one small altar, situated to the north-east of the 
cashel, about midway between it and Teemaneane on the 
brink of the Atlantic. (See map, p. 1.) The pile is 
now nameless; and as the stones of which it is composed 
are much disturbed, further description of the ruin will 
not be necessary. 

Before finally closing this notice of Inismmray, I 
would venture to call attention to a pair of quern-stones, -
which, at the time of my last visit to the place, lay by t ,le 
side of a rude pathway, leading from Reilic- Odmin to tHe 
cashel. 'l'hey would, doubtless, be readily pointed Oh ', 

to visitors by any of the natives. These stones represent 
the oldest kind of mill known in the world . They have 
been used in the far East from time immemorial, and are 
even mentioned in Holy Scripture. " Two women shall 
be grinding at a mill, the one shall be taken, and the 
other left." B1'O is the name by which these Old-World 
machines are, or rather were, known in Ireland, where 
they have been discovered in connexion with the earliest 
human habitations in natural caves, souterrains, lisses, 
crannogs, and often in the immediate neighbomhood of 
our oldest churches. They were used by the Irish all 
through the middle ages, and were not uncommon in the 
wilder districts, even clown almost to our own times. The 
Ini. mUlTay example is probably the latest hand-mill of its 
cIa ':; produced in Ireland, having been made only some 
eighteen years ago, for purposes in connexion with the 
manufacture of poteen. The upper stone measures ~lle 
foot ten inches in diameter, and the orifice through whIch 
the grain was poured: to send it in contact with the nether 
stone, four inches and a quarter. 

A generally-received tradition prevai.ls amor:g~st t~e 
people of western Sligo, that St. MolaIse, be~ldes hIS 
chief monastery on Inismurray, possessed establIshments 
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situate in various districts of the neighbouring mainland. 
Of these, probably the most important was the Abbey 
of Staad, some remains of which occupy a position close 
to the Atlantic shore, in the townland of Agharrow, not 
far from Streeclagh Point. The ruins mainly COmllst of 
portions of a church, or chapel, whlch was of an oblong 
form, and mea ured internally thirty-four feet in lellgth, 
by fourteen feet five inches in breadth. The walls, 
which vary in height from ten feet e-ight inches to 
three feet, are at the base three feet in thickness. The 
masonry consists of rather small stones rudely laid; and 
plenty of shell mortar llas been u 'ed. At the eastern 
elld are the jambs of a window, which had been on 
the inslde four feet eleven inches in height, its external 
breadth being six inches, with an inward splay to the 
extent of three feet. At the south-eastern angle of the 
church, within the side wall, is a recess (perhaps a pis­
cina) twenty-two inches broad, seventeen inches in height, 
and the same ill depth. The doorway was probably in 
the south side-wall, but its position cannot now be 
t raced. Altogether the building presents a very medi­
revallook ; but as the ruill is d by traces of a 
mu?', it probably occupies the I:>ite of a much more ancient 
~tructure . The natives assert that this Teampull was 
built by St. Molaise for his own accommodation when 
weather-bound on his way back to the island. The 
enclosure is now only used for the interment of un­
bapt.ized children, though the church appears to have 
been formerly I:>urrounded by a cemetery of the ordi­
nary class. 

From , tbis spot a very fine view of Inismurray il:> 
obtalnable, and a kind of creek, in the immediate 
vicinity, affordlng a little shelter, is still often used as 
a point for landing, or embarkation, by the islanders. 

Some notice of a second locality on the mainland, 
nearly opposite Inismurray, and associated with the 
name of St. Molaise, may fittingly be given here. I 
allude to Tober Molaise, now called by the natives 
Tubbe1' Molash, or the" Well of Molalse" which lies on 
the slope of a hill, at a distance of about one hundred 
and fifty paces from the parish church of Ahamlisll. 
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The well is a circular pool of small diameter, en­
compassed by a raised mound, through which, on the 
north-ea t side, is an opening with three steps leading 
to the water. An overflow from this spring fills two de­
pres 'ion in the ground extellding in a direction nearly 
north. These may of old have been used as baths. 
The font is still held in veneration, and stations are 
occasionally perFormed at it by persons who have illness 
in their family, or whose cattle are" failing." 

In other parts of the county Sligo there are wells 
dedicated to St. Molaise, but being at a considerable 
di tance from the coast fronting Inismurray, a de­
scription of them will not be considered necessary for 
the completion of this Essay. 

The commission which I had the honour of recei ving 
from the Executive of our Association to produce thi 
Monograph is now, to the best of my ability, fulfilled 
uut, before laying down the pen, I would beg in the 
first place to acknowledge my obligations to Richard 
Jones, E q., of Streedagh House, Grange, county Sligo, 
for the kindness with which he placed his fine sea-going 
craft at my disposal whenever I found it necessary to 
visit Inismurray. I have also to thank Mr. Jones for 
his introduction to the people of the island, by which 
their cordial good -will was secured to III e. 

To Oolonel Oooper, of Markree Oastle, Oo11ooney, 
I am indebted for the use of a considerable number of 
illustrations of the antiquities of Inismurra),. These 
-drawings made by myself for Oolonel Oooper, and form­
ing portion of his magnificent collection of antiquarian 
matter relating to Ireland in general, and to the county 
Sligo in particular were most liberally allow'ed by theIr 
-owner to be reproduced, by the Dallastype process, for 
the purpose of this work. 

To Oolonel vVood-Martin I owe warm thanks for 
his kindness in supplying not a few measurements and 
rubbings, which were as useful as tHey were well and 
carefully executed. 

It may not be out of place here to remark that ,his 
identification of InismuITay with Inis-na-lainne, the scene 
-of the holocaust of 1027 or 1029 A. D., would appear, all 

-
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things considered, to be amply warranted. It is certain 
that several islands on the coast of Ireland, upon their 
occupation by a Christian community, received, from 
writers of ecclesiastical hi ' tory, new names. For in­
stance, Tory Island, off Donegal, was, as far as we can 
learn, originally caned Tor-Inis- Oonaing, the L' Island of 
Conaing's Tower." This name, ill earl Christian times, 
was changed to Tm'-Inis- ll!fa?"tetin, from t. Martin, a friend 
and companion of St. Patrick, who there establi hed a 
mona tery, which appears to have been re-founded by 
St. ColUlnba ci?'cet 545 A. D. In like manner, Inis-Ereann 
off Howth, now known as "Il'eland':s Eye," became 
Illis-metc-1Vessan, from the three sons of Nes 'an, viz., 
Dicholla, Muni sa, and Nadsluagh, who some time in 
the seventh century erected a church upon it. 

Of the native islanders to whom I owe acknowledg­
ments for services performed, Michael Waters is my 
principal creditor. He well knows all the old stones 
of Inismmray; and as a guide, or an assistant, he 
would be invaluable to any visitor desirous of taking 
rubbings. 
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AJ)DITIONAL NOTE. -

T EAClI- AJ.'I-ALAIS. (PAGE 37.) 

The use of the hot-ail' bath in Ireland, to which Mr. Wakeman was 
hl're the first to d:iJ:ect public attention, has since received much further 
illustration in the pages of the Society' s JOltr?wl. A Paper from Mr'. 
Milligan appears at pp_ 268-70 of the Jou1'nal for 1889, with an illustra­
tion of a primitive hut similar to that at p. 38 . Mr. Milligan has show!' 
tbat similar buildings are common in Ulster. H e visited an exampl{., 
at Legeeban, near Blacklion, county Ca,an (which he illustrates) j -
another at Pomeroy, cOllnty Tyrone ; another at Maghera, county Do\ nj 
and the existence of many others was reported to him. Iu Down alld 
Tyrone these bath chambers were used half a century ago, while i' 
county Ca,-an and some neighboming districts their use still suni,es, 
especially among the Irish-speaking country people, as a cure for 
rheumatism. When about to be used, a great fire of turf 01' brushwood 
was made inside; when this had burned out the ashes were swept out, 
and the patients took their place crouched on sods of turf. In several 
cases the bath-house had adjoining it a deep artificial pool, in which 
after the hot-air bath the patient took a phmge_ 

In the Jott1'1lal for 1890, p . 165, Mr. Wakeman, referring to Mr. 
Milligan's Paper, says : "In the immediate vicinity of the latter (Inis­
m UlTay, Teac.:h-an-alais) occllrs a large and deeply-sunk well, covered 
by a bee-hive-shaped dome; here it is probable patients, after an 
experience of the hot-air bath, enjoyed the customary refrigerating 
plunge." 

In a Paper contributed to the Journal, 1891, p . 589, Rev. D. B. 
Mulcahy, P .P ., describes a similar bath-house in Rathlin, where the name 
has the form t;l(5 paUUlf (house of sweat). There were in all four such 
places on the island of Rathlin. They are not now used there, but 
wore formerly in demand not only as a cure for rheumatism, but as a 
means lor improving the complexion of the island belles. 

, 

-
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Ahamlish Parish, l. 
Altars, 10, 42, 59-74, 95, 130, 137, 146, 

150, 166; cavity in, 42; portnble, 60. 
.Altoir, the Eastern, 72-4. 
Altoir beg, 46, 71-2. 
"Annnle of the ~'our Masters," 9, 114. 
Antrim round tower, 44. 
Arnn, 12, 75. 
Ardoilean, 36. 
Armada, 47. 
Armagh Cathedral, 12. 
Art, Celtic, l. 

Baths, Turkish or hot-air, 37, 159. 
Bed of St. Molaise, 42. 
Bee· hive house, 29, 130-1 
Beg Erin, 49. 
Benbulbin, 2, 58, 139. 
Beranger, Gabriel, visit to island, v. 
Berichtir, St., 114. . 
Books, said to have been lost, 7 ; supposed 

repository, 42. 
Brash, R. R., 80. 
Brendan, St., 36, 49. 
Bulllms, 10, 119-22. 
Burials of men and women in distinct 

cemeteries, 60-1. 

Carbury, 95. 
Caretnker of ruins needed, 153-4. 
Cashel, or Caiseal, ix, xv, xvii, 10, 

11-29; plan, 13: difference between 
Pagan and Christian, 14; view before 
restoration, extel~OI', 16; interior, 17 ; 
walls and gates, 16; low en trances, 
19-24; military character, 25; division 
walls, 26; chnm bers in will, 26, 28; 
Board of Works restoration works, 28-
9; buildings in, 29-37, 39-66; cashels 
at other l'eligious estnblishments, 36. 

Celtic art, I. 
Cemetery oi the Men, 99-102, 109-13; 

of the Women, 144-5. 
Chrismatory, supposed, 70. 
Christian Inscriptions in the Irish Lan-

guage, 84, 88, 90. 
Chmch Island, L. Curraun, 36. 
Churches on I nismurray, x, 39-58. 
Cinnfailad, 92. 
Ciroles, concentric, 108, 116-6. 
Clare Island, 49. 

M 

Clashymore Harbour, xii., 12i. 
Clocha-breaca, 45, 59-71, 103-4. 
Clochans, or cellre, xvi., 29-39, 130; form 

of, 36-7; ante-Christian, 37. 
Clonmacnoise, inscribed-stones lost, 154. 
Colgan, 12. 
Columba, St., 8, 47, 50, 146-9; his 

dread of women, 51. 
Conal Cearnach, 121. 
Cooper, Col., 97, 103,157. 
Coptic crosses, 97, 135. 
Croix gammee, 105. 
Crosses, on lintels, 44, 51, 53-4, 96; o. 

altar stones, 62-7, 71, 72; on monu­
mental stones, 76-86, 97-119; in sta­
tions, 126, 130-52: forms of, 96-7, 
105; Greek patterns on, 105-6, 14~ ; 
coptic, 97, 135. 

Cross more, 132. 
" Cru..-.:" on monumental stones, 80-4. 
Cumursce, 90. 
Curnchs, disused, 5. 
CUl'sing-stones, 59-68. 

Dallan, 74. 
Dane~, 9. 
Dartraighe, 95. 
Dnthy, 75. 
Declan, St., 61. 
De Rossi, 96. 
Desiul, 61. 
Devenish, 8, 107. 
Dicolln, 9. 
Distillation, illicit, viii, ix, 155. 
Doorways of cashel, ix, xv, 16-25; of 

clochnns, 31-5; of churches, &c., 42-
3, 46, 49-50, 5B. 

Dowth, 67. 
Drumclifl'e, 146. 
Dun Aengus, 25, 26. 
Dunraven, Lord, xiv., 24, 45, 84, 83. 

Egypt, crosses in, 97. 
Eileise, 92. 

Fechin, St., 36, 42. 
Felil'e of Oengus, 8. 
Ferguson, Sir Samuel, 61-2. 
FinRn Cam, St., 36. 
Firbolg forts, 14. 
Fire, miraculous, 54-6. 
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Fishing, 5. 
Fore, 42. 

Gates of caehel, 16, 18-25. 
Glencar, 135. 
Glendalough, 54, 107, 154. 
Goban Saor, 47 . . 
Graves, Right Rev. Charles, Bishop of 

I,imerick, 96, 97, 105, 135. 
--- Rev. James, 119. 
Grose's "Antiquities," vi. 

Hennessy, Professor H., 37. 
Heraghty, 3, 91. 
High Island, Co. Galway, 36. 
Hoar-stone, or hare-stane, 74. 
Holed-stones, 10, 47, 74-9; reverenced 

by women, 76, 78. 

IbaI', St., 49 . 
Image of oak, 47-9. 
India, veneration of wells in, 123. 
Iniscealtra, 94 . 
Inisgloria, 36, 49. 
Inismurray, interest of, 1; position, 1; 

description, 2-6; mode of access, 6 ; 
history, 7; inhabitAnts, viii, xiii, 3-6; 
burned by foreigners, 9; antiquities, 
10-159. 

Inis-na-lainne, 95, 157. 
Inis vicillane, 132. 
Inscribed-stones, 78-94. 
Inscription, not deciphered, 85, 91; me-

morial without names, 94. 
Iona, 60, 153. 
Ireland's Eye, 158. 

J ones, Ml-. Richard, 85, 157. 
.J oyce, Dr., 123. 

Kells, 90. 
Kilfountain, 75,97. 
Killiney, 54. 
Kilmalkedar, 75, 76, 82, 97. 
Kilnasaggart, 114. 

Laisren, 8. 
Language of natives, 3. 
Leae, 10 . 
Leac-na-Teinidh, x, 55 . 
Leachta, 10, 59, 95, 126-7. 
Leachta Cholllimcille, 146. 

Cross mol', 132-4. 
- na- Sagart, 137. 
-- Patraig, 137-9. 
Leades, Co. Cork, 80. 
Leagaun, 74. 
L ent Trahaun, 34. 
Lochan-na- Cath, 9. 
Loeghaire, 12. 

Mac Ciaran, Ternoc, 114. 
Mae Laisre, 9. 
Maelbrigid, 92. 

Maengwyr, 74 . 
Magharees, Co. Kerry, 36 . 
Martyrology of Donegal, 8. 
Masonry of cashel, xv. 
Merovingian coin, 103. 
Mesgegra, 121-
Mether, vi. 
Mice, 2. 
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Military origin of the cash el, 25. 
Molaise, St., 7, 8, 47, 60, 146, 155-7 ; 

oak figure of, vi, vii, xvii, 47-9. 
Molaise, St., of Devenish, 8. 
Monastery, see Teampull-na-bfear. 
Monumental Stones, 10, 78-119. 
Muiredach, 7. 
Murchad, 85-7. 
Muredach, grandson of Chomocan, x, 

88-9. 
Murruk, 90. 

Names of population of island, 3. 
N orthmen, 9. 

Oak figure of St. Molaise, 47-9. 
O'Brenell's tower, 29. 
O'Daly, Moylnn, 9. 
O'Donovan, John, 8, 9, 24, 45; letter 

describing 1nismurrny, vii. 
O'Heraghty, Patrick, xiii. 
Oilean tSenaig, 36. 
Olla l\{uire, 127-8. 
Oran, St., 153. 
Ordnance SUI'vey Letters, vii. 
Ornamental designs, 63-4, 98-9, 104-6, 

142; how worked on stone, 64, 68. 
Orore, 02, 95. 

Pagan forts converted to Christian uses, 
12-13. 

Pennant, cited, 60-1, 60, 163. 
Petrie, 14-5, 45, 59, 60, 78, 82. 
Pilasters formed by extension of side 

walls beyond gable, 1)0. 
Pillar stones, 74, 162. 
Poll-na-shantllnny, xii, 2, 132. 
Population of island, 3. 
Poteen, 3. 
Praying stones, 76. 
Protestant Penny Magazine, xiv. 

Quern stones, 165. 

Rats , none on island, 2. 
Rathcroghan, 76. 
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Reask, Co. Kerry, 97. 
Reilic Odrain, 149-53, 155. 
Religious rites, 6. 
Restoration, inj urious resul ts of attempts 

at, xix, xx, 28-9. 
Rete-Rett Rite, 80-I. 
Hoof of stone on Church, 39 . 
Rue point, 137, 139. 
Ruskin on restoration, 29. 
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School-house, 29-30. 
Scott, Sir Wulter, 62. 
Seat outside Church, 45. 
Ship, supposed representation of, 116-7 . 
Skellig Michael, cells on, 36 . 
Souterrains, mode of defence in, 22-3; 

unexplored, 26. 
Spiral ornament, 114. 
Staad Abbey, 156. 
Staig fort, 25 . 
Stations, 127-153. 
Station of Mar)" 143-4. 

of the Trinity, 139-42. 
Stokes' "Life of Petrie," 59. 
Stokes, Miss, xiv, 8, 24, 84. 
Stone vessels on Altar, 68-70 . 
Stones, cut, absent from Clochans, 3I. 
Sun, turning in course of, 6I. 
Sweat-house, 37, 159. 
Syrian crosses, 96 . 

Teach-an-alais, xi, 37- 9, 159. 
Tench MohLise, xvi, 7, 10, 34, 82-3, 85 -

6, 89-91, 106, 115-7, 127; described, 
39-49. 

Teampull-na-Bfear Tenmpull Molaise,­
or the Monastery, xvi, 10, 39,45, 72-
3, 119, 121, 146; described, 49-5I. 

Tenrnpull-na-Bhfear-ngonta, 94. 
Teampull-na-mbau, or Teampull Muire, 

10, 79, 91, 93, 114-5, 122, 139; de­
scribed, 56-8. 

Teampull-na-Teinidh, 10, 31, 34, 39, 
95n., 1l0, ll2; described, 51-6. 

Tireragh, 90, 
Tober Molaise, 97, 124; on mainland, 

156- 7. 

• 

Tobernacoragh, xii, 124-6. 
Toorybrenell, 29-30, 32, 34. 
Tory island, 158. 
Trahaun-a-chorrees, xi., 31, 33-5. 
Tmthan Aodha, 13:;-7. 
Trathan-na-righ-fhear, or Trabanareer, 

128-32. 
Trim, 12. 
Trionid beg, 14I. 
Trionid mol', 139-40. 
Triquetra patterns, 63-5, 10-1, H2. 
'l'ullylense, ll4. 

V allancey, vi. 
Virgin, station dedicated to, 127, 143. 
Vogue, Count de, 96. 

Walls of cashel, xv, 16; differences of 
construction, 24; attempted restoration 
28; steps in, 24, 27; chambers in, 6 
28, 34; passages in, 34. 

Water-gate, 16, 18, 31, 47 . 
Water fTOm bulUlIlS, 121. 
Waters, Michael, 15S. 
Wells, sacred, 10, 122-6, 156-7; rag o 

on, 123; water drained into sea to rahu 
storm, xii, 126. 

Whiskey, illicit, viii, ix. 
Windows described, 45, 50, 58. 
Withershins, 62. 
Wood-Martin, Col., xxi, 82, 9,1, 157. 
Works, Board of, reports of their superin-

tendent of ancient monuments, xvii., 
xviii.; injUdicious )'estoration work, 
xix, xx, 25, 28, 54, 74 , 103. 
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THIS Society is instituted to preserve, examine, and illustrate all Ancient 
Monuments of the History, Language, Art, Manners, and Customs of the 
past, as connected with Ireland. It has been carrying out these objects 
since its foundation as THE KU,KENNY All.CHAlOLOGICAL SOCIETY in 1849. 
The sphere of its operations having gradually extended, Her Majesty the 
Queen, hy Royal Letter, dated December 27th, 1869, was graciously pleased 
to order that it he called THE ROYAL HISTORICAL Al'JD ARCH.lEOLOGICAL 
ASSOCIATION OF IRELAND, with the privilege of electing Fellows, and was 
further pleased to sanction the adoption of the title of THE ROYAL SOCIETY 
OF fu'J"l"IQUARIES OF IRELAND, in a communication from the Secretary of 
State, dated 25th March, 1890. 

The Society"holds Fonr General Meetings in each year, in Dublin and in 
the several provinces of Ireland, when Papers on Historical and Archreological 
subjects are read, Fellows and Members elected, Objects of Antiquity ex­
hibited, and Excursions made to places of Antiquarian interest. The Council 
meets at 7, St. Stephen's·green, Dublin, on the last Wednesday in each month. 
Provincial and Local Secretaries are appointed, whose duty it is to inform the 
Secretary of all Antiquarian Remains discovered in their districts, to investi­
gate Local History and Traditions, and to give notice of any injury likely to be 
inflicted on Monuments of Antiquity, and Ancient Memorials of tbe Dead, in 
order that the influence of the Society may be exerted to preserve them. 

A Museum bas been formed at Kilkenny, and a Pamphlet, with illustrative 
woodcnts, supplying brief Hints and Queries, intended to illustrate tbe Pre. 
servation of Antiquities and tbe Collection and Arrangement of Infollnation 
on the subject of Local History and Traditions, has been printed and cir­
cnlated. 

A Quarterly Journal from the year 1849 to 1893, inclusive, has been issued, 
fOlllling twenty-two Volumes (royal 8vo), with many hundred illustrations. 
These Volumes contain a great mass of information on the History and 
Antiquities of Ireland. The Fifth Series of the J01wnal commenced in the 
year 1890. 

Extra volumes, illustratiye of the History and Topography of Ireland, are 
published and supplied to all Fellows, on the roll at date of issne, free, and may 
be obtained from the publishers, Messsrs. WiIliams & Norgate, London and 
Edinbnrgh; or from Messrs. Hodges, Figgis, & Co, (Ltd.), 104, Grafton­
street, Dnblin, by Members, at the prices fixed by the Council. 

The First Series of the Journal is out of print. Vols. 1., Il, Ill., IV ., 

V ., and VI., Second Series; Vo!. 1., Third Series (of which only a few 
copies remain on hands, the price of which may be learned on application 
to the Secretary); Vols. 1., 11., Ill., IV., V ., VI., VII" VIII., IX., 
Fourth Series; and Vols. 1. and Il., Fifth Series, can be supplied to Mem. 
bers, by the Publishers, at the reduced rate of 3 •. per Quarterl y Part . 

All who are interested in antiquarian research are invited to join the 
Society; and may notify their intentions either to the Secretaries, 7, St. 
Stephen's-green, Dublin, to the Hon. Provincifll and Local Secretaries, or 
any Member of the SocielY. 
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EXTRA VOLUME SERIES. 

1853.-" Vita S. Kannechi, a codice in bibliotheca Burgundiana extante 
:l!ruxellis transcripta, et cum codice in bibliotheca Marsiana Dub­
linii adservato collata." Edited by the Most Hon. John second 
Marquis of Ormonde . 100 copies presented by him to the Mem­
bers of the Society. 

1855 and 1858. Parts I. and H. of Social State of S. E. Counties as below. 

1865-j.-" Dineley's Tour in Ireland in the Reign of Charles n." From 
the original MS. in the possession of Sir T. E. Winnington, Bart., 
Stanford Court. Profusely illustrated by fac-simile engravings 
of the original drawings of Castles, Churches, Abbeys, :Monu­
ments, &c. Price of issue, £1 I os. Out of print. . 

1868-9.--" Social State of the Southern and Eastern Counties of Ireland in 
the Sixteenth Century": being the presentments of the gentle­
men, commonalty, and citizens of Carlow, Cork, K.ilkenny, 
Tipperary, Waterford, and Wexford, made in the Reigns of 
Henry VIII. and Elizabeth. From the originals in the Public 
Record Office, L ondon. Edited by Herbert F. Hore and Rev. 
James Graves, M.R.I.A. Price of issue, £1. Part I. out of print. 
A few copies of Parts If. and If I. stilt i1l stock. 

18jo-;. " Christian Inscriptions in the Irish Language." From the earliest 
known to the end of the twelfth century. Chiefly collected and 
drawn by George Petrie, Esq. ,Vith Topographical, Historical, 
and Descriptive Letterpress. Illustrated by 107 plates, and 
numerous woodcuts. Edited, with an Introductory Essay, by 
M. Stokes; revised I>y the Rev. William Reeves, D.D. 7 pm·ts 
itl 2 Vols . Price of issue, £3. Out of pn·nt. 

1888-9.-" Rude Stone Monuments of the County Sligo and the Island of 
Achill." With 209 illustrations. By Colonel Wood-Martin. 
Reduced price to lJ:femoers, 7s. 6d. 

1890 - 1.-" Account Roll of the Priory of the Holy Trinity, Dublin, 1337-46, 
with the Middle English Moral Play ' The Pride of Life,''' from 
the original in the Christ Church Collection in the Public Record 
Office, Dublin. With fac-simile of the MS. Edited, with Transla­
tion, Notes, and Introduction, by James Mills, M.R.I.A. Reduced 
price to lJ:femoers, 7s. 6d. 

U An eminently scholarly work."-AflletllZ1i11l. 

1892.-" Survey of the Antiquarian Remains on the Island of Inismurray. " 
By W. F . Wakeman, H on. Fellow of the Society; Author of 
"A Handbook of Irish Antiquities," &c. ,Vith a Preface by 
James Mills, M.R.I.A. Pn'ce 7s. 6d. 

J 893. " The Annals of Clonmacnoise." Edited by the Rev. Denis Murphy, 
s.J., M.R.I.A., Fellow and Member of Council of the Society. In 
the Press. . 

••• Fellows of the Society are entitled to receive the Extra Volum es as issued. 
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