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PREFACE.

INISMURRAY lies four miles from the coast of the

county Sligo, open on the west and north-west to
the full force of the Atlantic waves. Like so many
other islands round Ireland, it is the site of an early
religious establishment. Saved by its ocean walls from
ordinary marauders in former times, and from the
wanton tourist of to-day ; singularly free, as we may
judge from the few notices in the annals, from the
attacks of the Northmen; occupied by a small per-
manent population honouring the memories of its
antiquities ; Inismurray has retained a larger number
of examples of primitive Irish Art than perhaps any
other early Christian settlement in Ireland. Petrie
placed this island first among the typical examples of
our primitive Ecclesiastical remains. O’Donovan de-
scribed its ruins as ‘‘perhaps the most perfect Cyclopean
ruins in the world.” And Lord Dunraven, after his
exhaustive study of Early Irish buildings, says, that
‘““the group of ruins here offers the most characteristic
example now in existence of the earliest monastic
establishments in Ireland.”

GABRIEL BERANGER visited the island on the 24th
June, 1779. His interesting account of his visit may
be found in the Society’s Journal, 1870, pp. 131-6.
Beranger treats more of the people than of the antiqui-
ties. ‘‘ There is an Abbey, as it is called,” he says,
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““very rude, a Church, and some other old buildings,
said to have been erected by SS. Molash and Columb-
kill; the figure or statue in wood of the first they
have there in a cell, and have daubed him all over
with red paint to make him look handsome. M.
Bigarry desecribed his holiness upon the spot. They
have many traditions, which were all gathered in
Irish by our interpreter, and filled some pages of
paper.”

Unhappily neither the drawing of the statue, nor
the interpreter’s notes of the traditions are forthcoming.
Nor are Beranger’s drawings of the Abbey and the
Church, nor his plan, which he elsewhere tells us he
made. There i1s, however, a sketch of a well-shaped
four-handled mether, which was in use as a drinking
cup.
Beranger’s plan is no doubt that published by
Vallancey, on Plate v., in his vindication of Irish
History (‘ Collectanea,” vol. iv., Dublin, 1786). The
Plate also contains a view of one of the altars sur-
rounded by a low rectangular wall without opening ;
and with an irregularly conical stone rising from the
altar. This represents one of the stations, probably
the Great Station of the Trinity. This Plate 1s re-
produced by Grose in his * Antiquities of Ireland,”
vol. ii., Plates 121 and 122, facing page v.

Varraxcey, who does not seem to have visited
Inismurray himself, describes (‘‘ Collectanea,” as above,
p. 212) the bee-hive cells as artificial caves for the wor-
ship of Muidhr, or the Sun, from which the island,
he says, takes it name, Inis Muidhr, or Inis Murra.
‘““ Cloch Greine, Sun-stone, or Muidhr,” he adds, ‘1s
still remaining in its most perfect state, being a conical
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pillar of stone, placed on a pedestal surrounded by a
wall to preserve it from profanation. This 1s the
Muvopos of the Greeks, and the Mahody of the Gentoos.”

In the description of the Plate given by Vallancey
(‘‘ Collectanea,” vol. iv., p. 220), which he calls ¢ The
Plan of the Temple of the Monument of Muidhr, 1n
the Island of Innis Muidhr, now Innis Murra oft
Sligo”; the walls are said to be ¢ built without
mortar of large stones; the wall from five to ten feet
thick, and ten feet high.”

O’Donovan’s visit was made in July, 1836. He
has recorded his experiences in a long letter preserved
in the Ordnance Survey Collection, in the Royal Irish
Academy. He wrote from Sligo, July 8th.—*‘ Having
often read about the famous wooden God, Father Molash
of Inishmurry, I was driven by irresistible curiosity
to make a pilgrimage to his shrine.” He then, with
much vigour, attacked certain religious writers who, he
says, misrepresented the nature of the veneration offered
by the islanders to this image. He was especially wrath
at the notice which had appeared in a recent Magazine.
He continues :—

‘“ Having said so much upon this image, which is to me a mystery, 1
shall next proceed to describe my journey and the ruins on the island,
which are the most perfect Cyclopean remains perhaps in the world. It
1s astonishing how preachers, and ignorant uneducated rascals of that
description, have been able to say so much about the figure of Molash, and
pass over the most curious remains of antiquity on this island, which will
yet attract the notice of men of 7eal learning and true piety, when hypo-
critical cant shall be condemned as a science having a worse tendency
than phrenology, and Molaise’s image preserved as a curious specimen of
the art of Mo-Gop.!

On Wednesday morning we got up at 434 o’clock to secure a seat on the
coach to Grange, a small village about eight miles from Sligo and one-and

- —— =

' Written in another part of the letter, Mo gob, the artizan.
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a-half mile east of the nearest coast to Inmish-Murray; but being able to
procure only one seat I was obliged to leave O’Conor in Sligo, and proceed
alone to Grange, where I arrived at 7 o’clock. Here I met a labourer
whom Lieutenant Chaytor had sent thither the evening before to guide
me through the country. After some time we procured a boat and four
very wild men to ferry us across. And indeed it was not without diffi-
culty, for when they observed that I was determined upon going across,
they were determined to take as much money out of me as they could,
there being no other boat within three miles of the place. They ferried
me across in one hour and twenty-five minutes, a distance they say of nine

Irish miles; but it is not so much.”

He paid his first visit to the schoolmaster, a recent
introduction, and the only person on the island who was
a Protestant, or was not a native.

“ The islanders, however, say and believe that they have not had a
day’s luck since he first came among them ; that the land has lost that

fertility which distinguished it during the golden age, when they had no
schoolmasters, and when a visit from the priest once in the three months
was sufficient to teach them all the circle of their duty to God, to St.
Molaise, and to one another; that the sfi// refuses to give the usual
quantity ; that fishes have forsaken their shore ; in short, that the 1sland
and its 102 inhabitants have felt the withering influence of his presence.
And it is not improbable that the effigy of St. Molaise made some
signs of its prototype’s displeasure on the landing of this strange
character, who was to prevail upon them to send their childrven to
learn how to read their prayers, and thus destroy their memonies.

There are 102 inhabitants, reckoning men, women, and children, on
this island. They are of indolent habits, and are supported by illicit
distillation. The mmhabitants of the neighbouring shores supply them
with barley, potatoes, and other articles of food for the stomach and the
still, for which the islanders give them in return a defined quantity of
uipce beata. There is but a small portion of the island cultivated, the
people being so very indolent, and depending altogether for support upon
the produce of the still and the success of a few fishermen. The revenue
police, however, sometimes circumvent them, and reduce them to a
woeful state by seizing upon large quantities of the mountain dew. Yet,
notwithstanding the danger, they will continue to distil and invent new
methods of evasion . . . .

There are five family names on this island, viz.—O’Heraghty (not
Geraghty, as is generally said), O’Hart, O’Curret, Brady, and O’Boyle, to
which add O’Brien, their teacher. It is said that fifty years ago they
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were the most peaceable people in the world. At this time they had no
stills, but lived by fishing and tilling the most fertile spots of the island ;
at which time no mouse was seen on the island. After the introduction
of the civilised practice of distillation (that rrifamentum malorum, the
discovery of which is attributed by Boerkaave to Paracelsus) the islanders
began to quarrel and to commit crimes displeasing to God and St. Molaise,
and one of -them went so far as to stab his neighbour’s mare. This is
about fifty years ago, and the natives of the island, and of the neighbouring
shores, who frequently visit them, assert that the first mouse ever seen on
the island was observed coming out of the carcase of this mare.

Now, I come to the heart’s blood of my subject, viz. the ruins on
Inishmurry.

1. 1t contains the ruins of a large Pagan CasmenL of wonderful di-
mensions, and enclosing several ancient houses, penitentiaries, and
churches, which I conceive to be the work of later ages. The most
curious feature in this cashel is a perfect cyclopean doorway, spared by
the hand of envious time and protected by the superstitious veneration of
the native, against the fury of the religious zealot and the savage utili-
tarian, to indulge the madness of the antiquarian! I viewed this door
with great veneration, looking upon 1t as a work more than 2000 years
old, and as existing long before the most enthusiastic patron of Ferns
placed his ecclesiastical establishment inside 1t. It also brought so
strongly to my recollection the less perfect ruins of Aileach, that I
immediately set it down as probable that there may be yet discovered 1n
Ireland a perfect specimen of a pagan Cashel. This door 1s about 6 feet
2 inches in height, in breadth 4 feet, and thickness of the wall 7 feet
6 inches. It is closed at the top on the outer front (papoopap) by a
very beautiful flag-stone, measuring about 6 feet by 2 feet by 4 inches;
on the inner front by a similar one, and in the middle by others of the
same length, but of less regularity of shape. The Cashel itself is much
more extensive than that of Aileach, and contains much more remarkable
features, but as you can send a more expert draftsman to make a plan of
it, I shall only give such directions as I conceive will send him on the
right scent for inquiry. -

No cement appears ;
the work 1s tottering ;
it bears all the marks
of most remote antiquity.

The greatest height of the wall, 15 feet. This will give us a tolerably
correct idea of the original height of the Cashel of Aileach.

The stones were evidently those on the shores of the island, which
can be easily quarried and separated into such blocks as compose the wall
of the Cashel.

Within this Cashel are several small churches and houses.

[ Rough plan of buildings in Cashel, to which the reference letters in the
Jollowing description refer. ]

| Rough sketeh of doorway. |
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a. [ Chamber marked on plan as Uamac in wall near Toorybreymll. ]—
A cavity in the wall, supposed by the natives to have been a place of
punishment and confinement. I expected to find a gallery leading from
this through the thickness of the wall, but there is none.

b. [Cuap w bpeunail—Toorybreynill. | —A small stone house,
constructed exactly like a beehive, about 15 feet in height, and exactly
like the stone houses of Aran described by Mr. Petrie. It i1s called by
the natives, Cuap w1 Dpeunail, ¢.e. O'Brenal’s Tuar or Zower.

¢. A small stone church, called Teampull-na-ceimd, 1i.e. the
Church of the Fire. There is a flag-stone in the floor of this little
church, called leac na cemid, on which, it is said by some, fire was
always kept lighted for the use of the islanders, but others say that
whenever the fire went out on the island a sod of turf or a piece of wood
was brought to this flag, to which, as soon as it was applied, it took fire!
Not many years ago (if oral tradition can at all be depended upon), a
Protestant had the profane assurance of defiling this flag . . . but lo! the
pure Molaise implored his God to work a miracle to confound him and
his companions, for a supernatural fire, issuing forth in swelling flames,
caught his flesh and penetrated to his marrow, so that he was consumed,
to the horror of his companions, who had accompanied him thither to
insult and destroy the sacred ruins of the saint’s churches and places of
mortification !

d. [Seipel Molaipe—the Teach Molaise of Mr. Wakeman].—A
small stone church, which the natives use at present as their chapel.
In this is treasured up with great veneration the famous wooden figure of
the saint, which has been reported by canting hypocrites as worshipped
with divine adoration. Of this see ‘‘ Protestant Penny Journal.” In
this little chapel were several tombstones with insecriptions, but they
have been all destroyed except one, which nobody succeeded in reading

before me :—
Pray for Muredach

OR vo Mupeoach
grandson of Comocan
hu Chomocdin

he sleeps here
hic vopmic

Another small stone, beautifully ornamented with a cross, is in-
gcribed :—

Oﬁbon...

but the rest of it is seen in fragments scattered about the chapel.

It is probable that the above Muireadhach is the person from whom
the island took its name of Tmip Muipeadvai, insula Muredachi, but
this we shall be able to ascertain hereafter from various sources.

¢. [Ceampull na Bpeap].—Ruins of a stone chapel, built with
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cement, and evidently the work of later times. It 1s called Teampull
na bpean, 1. e. the church of the men, to contradistinguish it from another
chapel of similar construction lying outside the Cashel to the east, and
called Teampull na mban, or, tke church of the women. In the former
men only were interred, and in the latter, women only, and the islanders
believe that if a man should be buried in Teampull na mban he would
be supernaturally removed in the night to Teampull na bpeap, a
thing which frequently took place in the recollection of tradition. The
real name of T. na bpeap 1s Teampull Molaipe, or Church of St.
Molaise, and T. na mban, Teampull TNuipe, or the Church of the
B. Virgin Mary.

f. A small stone house, constructed like a bechive, and called Tpadan
a’copgaoip, i.e. the Lent Zrakan, or place of prayers, vide b. supra.
The natives say that the word cpadan signifies a place where the monks
sung their cpdca, or vespers.

(n opeam vo ¢leaccad aberd canad na v-tpdta
(In opeam maol vo Féil vo’'n cpabad.

I think, however, that 1t 1s a corruption of Tuppdn, and means a little
tower. The present pronunciation is T'pdn. In this I am borne out by
cuap uw bpeunaill, where the word appears in its primitive form, cuap.
The other 1s formed by adding the diminutive termination dn. 1 also
think that the stone houses of a beehive form are of pagan origin, but
that they were afterwards used by the monks of St. Molaise for
veanpteach, or places of prayer and penance.

g.- Another Tpdcan or beehive-like stone house.

h. | The water gate of plan.] A perfect Cyclopean doorway, facing
the east.

t. | South doorway of Cashel.| A doorway destroyed.

7. A wery small house of beehive construction, lying outside the
Cashel to the west, and called Teach an alaip, ¢ e. the Sweat-house.
Tradition says that people went into this for the purpose of undergoing a
course of perspiration, the house having been previously heated ; but
whether for the purpose of atonement for sins, or of improving health,
tradition does not now remember.

Under Zwuar Ui Bhreunail is a grave called Cumba Maoilin Us
Oalarg, 7. e. Moyleen O’Daly’s tomb, over which is shown a flag with a
round hole, which Moyleen made by forcing his head through the stone,
when he was confined in this tomb for his sins!

A list of the names of Crosses, Stations, Carns, &c., to appear on the
plan of Inishmurray :—

1. Olla mhuipe.
2. Tpaddn na Rig-peap, Trahan of the Chiefs.
3. Leachca na Sagapc, Monument of the Priests.
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b

Cpoip mop, the large cross.
CTnpdodn Uoda, the Trahan of Hugh.

6. Leachca Pdoparg, Patrick’s monument. The leachca is a
square pile of stones, on the top of which an ornamental stone
cross stands.

7. Leachca Choluim Cille, Columbkill’s Monument.

8. Tpfon6io, the Trinity. There are three crosses here, a symbolical
representation of the Tri-une Godhead.

9. A second leachca, named after Columbkille.

10. Roilic Oopdm, St. Odran’s churchyard.

11. Caipeal m6p is the name of the large Cyclopean wall surrounding

the little churches and stone houses above deseribed.

12. Cloca bpeaca, 1. e. the speckled stones. They are round stones
of various sizes, and arranged in such order as that they cannot
be easily reckoned, and if you believe the natives they cannot
be reckoned at all. These stones are turned, and, if I understand
them rightly, their order changed by the inhabitants on certain
occasions when they visit this shrine to wish good or evil to

their neighbours.

S

The west end of the island is called Cean a baile, head of the Bally;
the east end is called R, Anglice Roo. A part of the north-east 1s called
Cip na n-éun, 7. e. the land of the Birds, because that part of the island
is more frequented by birds than any other part. Towards the south of
the island a rock runs into the sea, called Cpuac¢an, from its resemblance
to a stack.

On the north-west is a cavern in a rock, into which the waves rush
with great violence. It is called Poll na Seancuine, i. e. the cavern of
the old wave., A similar name existed at Derry in the time of Manus
O’Donnell (1520), but we have not been able to find it.!

On the morthern coast of this island i1s a well called Tobap na
cobpach, i.e. the well of aid or assistance. When the islanders or the
inhabitants of the opposite coasts are too long detained on the island by
tempestuous weather they drain this well into the sea, and repeat certain
prayers, by which the storm will immediately subside through the
miracles of God and St. Molaise, who blessed this well to such a degree
of sanctity that its waters might allay the anger of old ocean !

A similar name to this appears in the ‘“ Annals of the Four Masters.”
It was that of a well near Balleeghan, in the parish of Ryemoghy, in the
county of Donegal. I searched for it there in vain, but think that it is
the one now called Tobap Slan, Zons Sanans.

The safest landing-place on this island is called Claipid 6.

I have now secured all the names on this island, and think myself
fortunate in having got done there before the returning of the stormy

— — e

! There 1s one at Downpatrick Head, county Mayo. (Note added by O’ Donovan).



PREFACE. X111

season, for the natives say that the inhabitants of the opposite coasts are
often detained on the island for weeks before the storm subsides, even
though they have often drained the Well of Assistance (Tobap na
Cobpad) to assuage the fury of the storms! DBut it appears that St.
Molaise does not pray for them as fervently now as he was wont to do
before the introduction of the unsaintly art of distillation.

They are governed with arbitrary and absolute sway by their king,
Patrick O’Heraghty, a nobleman now in the 37th year of his age. He
derives his power, not from primogeniture or seniority of family, but
from his muscular strength, and possessions in cattle, tillage, and potteen,
but particularly from being employed as sub-sub-agent by Mr. Wynne.
He is tall and athletic, of a morose, implacable disposition, and can kill
a sheep and dissect a goose with more than common skill. An idea can
be formed of his absolute authority from one act, which Mr. Wynne
should check: he has contracted a dishike to a few families on the
island, and to prevent them from passing his door he has built a Cyclo-
pean wall to stop up the pass against them, thus putting them to a round
of a quarter of a mile in going to their houses. This is a most unjust
and tyrannical act, as O’Heraghty has no right to the land on which he
has built this barrier. I would think it the duty of any honest man
to make this known to Mr. Wynne, but I fear that if O’Heraghty be
prevented from indulging his tyrannical disposition in this comparatively
harmless manner, he may give vent to it in a more violent channel. I
can plainly see that the schoolmaster is afraid of Lim, and not without
cause, as the king could prevent the children from attending his school,
or report him to the priest as instilling poisonous doctrines into the
minds of the growing generation. Howbeit, Mr. Wynne finds him so
useful, that I guess he will not be willing to swallow any complaints
made against him unless his conduet becomes reprehensible by law ; and
the 1slanders know so little of the liberties which the law of England
allows them, that it is probable they will lie in passive obedience under
his iron rod, as did his clan under O’Neill in the reign of Queen Elizabeth.

Let all the notices of this island of Tnip Muipeadaid be collected
from the ¢ Book of Lecan,” ¢ MacFirbis,”” and the ¢* Annals of the Four

Masters,”” as also those referring to Neipin . . . &ec.

Your obedient humble Servant,

JouN O’DonNovan.
Svico, July 8th, 1836.”

It may, perhaps, be observed that O’Donovan’s
letter, though official, was probably not intended for
publication. His antiquarian experience too was still
unripened. But his letter is of too much interest. and
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value not to be included in this record of the antiqui-
ties of Inismurray. The article which is more than
once referred to in the letter, and which so much
excited O’Donovan’s wrath, appeared in a little-known

- periodical, ‘The Protestant Penny Magazine,” of
October 25th, 1834. It includes a sketch of the east
end of Teach Molaise, with the wooden statue supposed
to represent the saint; and a less accurate sketch of
the exterior of the same building. (A copy may be
seen in vol. 1649 of the ‘ Haliday Collection of
Pamphlets, R.I.A.”)

Lorp DuxraveN, in his ““ Notes on Irish Archi-
tecture,” edited by Miss Stokes, published in 1875,
oives five photographic illustrations of the principal
buildings on Inismurray. These are most admirable
pictures, and moreover possess an unique value from
having been taken before the restoration work of the
Board of Works. They will be found in volume 1. of
his great work, as follows:—

Plate = XXV.—External View of Cashel (Double-page Plate).
v XX VI.—Interior of Cashel.
yy XXVIL—Tempul Molaise.
yy XX VIII.—Oratory of S. Molaise (S.W. View).
yy  XXIX.— 3 5 (S.E. View).

There is also on p. 52, an illustration of the ¢ Cros-
na-Trmoide,” a drawing by Miss Stokes of the stone
1llustrated by Mr. Wakeman, at p. 142.

Miss Stokes, in her edition of Petrie’s ¢ Christian
Inscriptions in the Irish Language,” published by
this Society, devotes two Plates to the Inismurray
stones. Of the five stones engraved on these two
Plates, four are well illustrated in the present volume.
The fifth, called by Miss Stokes the ¢ Cross of the
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Women,” Mr. Wakeman does not notice. It is a

stone with an inscribed double cross. The lines
forming the head and the extremities of each pair
of arms are separated into diverging spirals, after
the manner of the simple cross on p. 77.

Lord Dunraven’s descriptions of the Cashel and
its buildings are not only, in many respects, the fullest
we possess, but must ever retain exceptional importance-
from their having been written before any disturbance
of the stones which may have been produced by the
work of restoration.

““The walls are very much broken, particularly on the inside. The
highest part remaining is on the N. and N.W. side, where at present, it
is about 13 ft. high. Between thirty and forty years ago, when Dr. -
O’'Donovan visited the place, the wall was 15 ft. in height. It is from
11 ft. to 13 ft. in thickness on the N. side, and on the S. i1t is from 7 't.
to 8 ft. thick. This cashel is built of blocks of sandstone, varying in size
in different parts of the wall. On the N. side the stones are from 2 ft. to
4 ft. in length. These stones are well selected, and placed, not with their
lengths running into the wall as in some of the Kerry or Galway forts, so
that the ends appear on the face of the wall, but lie lengthwise, with
their sides to the surface, The masonry may be said to be ruder than
that of Staigue, and the interstices are not here filled in with spawls as
they are in the Kerry fort. However, this latter fact may be owing to
the different quality of the stone. On the east side the masonry is
different, being composed of small thin flagstones.”

His notice of the southern gateway of the cashel is
immportant in view of the fact that it has since, as men-
tioned by Mr. Wakeman at p. 19, been entirely rebuilt : —

‘“ The southern entrance is nearly destroyed, the western side having
fallen to the height of 1 ft. That on the eastern side is perfect to the
height of 4 ft. It is formed of small stones. The external wall at this
point is formed of sandstone, and 1is also 4 ft. high, The masonry here
1s small. The entrance is 3 ft. wide, as well as I could make out, and
the wall here 8 ft. thick.”

““This cashel is covered with grey lichen, which, combined with the
rude character of its masonry and the size of its stones, contributes to give
1t an even finer and more venerable character than that of the forts either
in Kerry or in the Islands of Aran.” |
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Teampul Molaise, he says, ‘“1s obviously the oldest
of the three churches, but is unfortunately imn a very
dilapidated condition (vide Plate XXVIIL.).! The walls
are built of rough sandstone, like the cashel; the stones
are laid in the same manner, lengthwise. Very little
cement was used; it was a sort of mixture of shell
orouting and clay. I think 1t was merely grouted in
the centre of the wall. Both gables are gone. There
are pilaster buttresses at the east end, 2 ft. 4in. wide
and 1 ft. deep. One of these 1s nearly destroyed, and
the other is in a very tottering condition.”

The Oratory of St. Molaise (T'each Molaise) ‘“1s built
with shelly lime mortar. The ends of the north and
south walls are not bonded into the adjoining parts of the
gable, which has a peculiar effect. There 1s a very low-
pitched stone roof, which seems to have been restored.
It is a straight-sided arch ; the stones externally appear
to be placed length-wise on the slope. Inside, plaster
and wattle-marks prevent the structure being seen.”

Describing the largest of the clochauns, he mentions
‘““ a low flat projection—meant, I suppose, for a seat—on
the right-hand side as you enter the cell; it is 10 ft.
long and 2 ft. high. I have not observed this feature in
the cells on the greater Skellig or elsewhere. There
are no external off-sets to the wall or projecting stones
from the roof, such as may be seen in the remains on
the 1slands of the coasts of Kerry and Clare.”

In 1880 came the most important event in the
modern history of Inismurray. The Irish Church
Temporalities Commissioners having transferred the
ruins to the Board of Public Works, their Superintendent

* A reduced copy of this Plate appears, by permission of Miss Stokes, as Plate I11.
of the present volume, p. 48.
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of Ancient Monuments visited the island, and made
arrangements for such works as seemed necessary for

the irpreservation. The Superintendent’s report of his
visit, printed in the Appendix to the 48th Report of

the Commissioners of Public Works, Ireland (1879-80),
pp. 74-5, 1s as follows :—

‘¢ INNISHMURRAY.

Patron saint—Saint Molaise. Class of Monuments—oratories, cashel,
well, cells, &e.

This island appears to have been almost wholly devoted to religious
purposes. The principal ruins are situated within a cashel, or surround-
ing wall, inclosing a circular area of about 200 feet in diameter. There
are two main entrances, one 6 ft. high and 4 ft. wide, the second of
peculiar construction. |

The cashel is of an average height of thirteen feet, and is eight feet .
wide at the top; to the left of entrance i1s a most peculiar bee-hive cell,
of two stories high, formed partly in the thickness of the wall, the
entrance being but two feet square ; moving again to the left, there are
indications of another cell which had its entrance from the interior of the
enclosure, but the cell itself is outside ; leftways, again, 1s the curious
entrance referred to above; passing in the same direction, on the outside
of cashel, 1s an indication of another entrance ; then comes an oblong cell,
five feet by seven feet, with entrance two feet square, all within the
thickness of the wall; at either side of this cell, are steps which formed
approaches to the top of the wall, as at Staigue Fort. This oblong cell
appears to be connected with a number of others within the area ; in faect,
the ground to the westward seems to have been burrowed 1n all directions,
so as to form cells. Within the circuit of the cashel are three rectangular
oratories :—

1. Tempul ara Tinnu.
2.  Tempul Molaise,
3. Mainster.

1st. Church of the Sick.
2nd. That of St. Molaise.
3rd. The School.

Tempul Molaise 1s very perfect with a stone roof, and in it 1s the
curious effigy of the saint, carved in wood. I consider this to be the lid
of a timber coffin—the character of the carving will probably date to the
fourteenth century. Close to the sea is another church, Tempul Muire
or Mary’s church, probably fourteenth century; here the women are
buried, and the men within the cashel. Round the island are seven

b
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stations held in great reverence by the inhabitants, who, as penance,
make circuits of the island, returning from each station to the cashel,
where are a number of round stones; as each station 1s come to they
return to these stones and turn one for every station. Sir S. Ferguson,

in one of his poems, refers to these cursing stones.”” There are many
curious crosses and inscribed slabs. Outside the cashel 1s a domed well,

with steps leading to it.
The oratories all require more or less care. Many parts of the walls

will have to be repaired, especially Mainster, which, if not attended to,

may fall at any time.
The works on this island will be commenced at once.”

The Report is not accompanied by either drawings,
plans, or measurements. But it holds out the promise
of judicious work, to be done only where needed for
preservation. It was natural to look forward to the
final report on the treatment of remains of so great
interest and value. It is, therefore, rather disappointing
to find the Superintendent’s next report consisting but

of two sentences :—

¢ InNtsHMURRAY Ispanp, Co. Srico.

A careful 1nspection, and report on the curious remains on this island
appeared 1n last year’s report. The works therein recommended have been

undertaken and satisfactorily completed.” (49th Rep. Public Works,
[reland (1880-1), Appendix p. 93).

The works carried out by the Board cost £230 14s. 64.:
£192 8s. 1n accounts for 1880-1; and £38 6s. 64. in

those for 1881-2.
This Society now recognized the need of a thorough

examination and report on the antiquarian remains
in the 1sland. In 1884, Mr. Wakeman was com-
missioned by the Committee of the Society, then
known as the Royal Historical and Archzological
Association of Ireland, to undertake the work. His
labour resulted in the production of the present mono-
graph. It is but too evident from Mr. Wakeman’s
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report that some of the works carried out by the person
left 1In charge at Inismurray were entirely different in
character from what was contemplated by the Superin-
tendent in his first report. The following cases especially
may be pointed to: the erection of a west gable at
Teach-na-Teinidh' (p. 54); the alleged destruction of the
Leac-na-Temmidh (p. 54); the removal of sculptured
stones to different positions (pp. 74 and 103). A com-
parison of Lord Dunraven’s photographs with those
of Mr. Welch show that the walls of Teampull-na-bfear
have been raised to nearly double their height.? Much
more serious are the liberties which Mr. Wakeman reports
to have been taken with the cashel wall.—See pp. 19,
25, 28. In some cases Mr. Wakeman’s informants
were not perhaps reliable, but unhappily we have no
official details of the works actually done to refute
their statements.

These accounts, too, receive additional credibility
from statements as to the work done on the Islands
of Aran, and some other sites of early remains. Thus
a writer in the Athencum of 29th August, 1891, reports

that at Skellig Michael :—

““On the occasion of the visit of the Welsh and Irish Archaeologists,
the Board of Works’ restorations were found to be in ¢full blast.’ A
common mason was seen pulling down and building up different parts of
the dry-built walls at his own sweet will, without superintendence of
any kind. It i1s almost inconceivable that such a thing should be

allowed to go on.”

Dr. Anderson, in the Archeological Review of May,
1888, in the interests of scientific archaeology, entered
a strong protest against the treatment of the priceless

I As it now stands this is a gable of ordinary masonry, such as might be buill for
a workman’s cottage. In the plan printed by Vallancey, and referred to at p. vi,
there is an ope shown in the portion of the gable that was standing in 1786.

2 See Plates I1I. and IV., at p. 48.
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antiquities of Aran and Inismurray. The Spectator,
and Antiquary too, have raised their voices in the same

cause, and seem to reprove the apparent indifference
of Irish Antiquaries in a matter of such 1mportance to

archeeology.

The Board of Works have done much commendable
work in their treatment of many of our old buildings,
but it is obvious that much danger threatens primitive
structures, such as those of Inismurray, which are not
subject to ordinary architectural rules, when the zeal of
a foreman of works is unchecked by archaological
knowledge. In the words of Dr. Anderson ( Archeological
Review, May, 1888, p. 188), 1in reviewing the treatment
of our Ancient Monuments, with special reference to
Inismurray :—*“ Misapplied zeal in ¢ restoration’ 1s fatal
to the interest of such structures, either as national
monuments or materials of science.”

Mr. Wakeman was commissioned by the Committee
in 1884, as has been stated, to write this monograph for
publication in the Society’s series of extra volumes.
After the death of the Rev. James Graves, in March,
(886 (when the work was just ready for the printer),
the 1ssue of the Society’s Journal fell much into arrear.
In order to continue its publication, Mr. Wakeman’s
monograph was sent to press, and issued to the members
early in 1887, in lieu of one of the quarterly parts of the
Journal/ for the year 1886. This issue of the Paper
having long since been exhausted, and copies being
frequently sought for, the Council now consider that a
reprint in the form of an extra volume, as originally
intended, would be acceptable to the Fellows of the
Society, and all interested in Irish Archaology.

The drawings were made by Mr. Wakeman during
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two visits to the island. The first before 1ts antiquities
were taken in hand by the Board of Works. The second,
a more prolonged one, in 1885, after the completion
of their restoration operations.

Mr. Wakeman’s practised eye and skilful pencil have
here preserved every line of the stone gravings remain-
ing on the island. The monograph supplies a model of
what we would gladly see done for every island and
every parish in Ireland. Beyond the value of preserving
a record of the early remains which the exposure to
weather and the vandalism of tourists are steadily re-
ducing, Mr. Wakeman has pointed out another danger
which threatens some of the most interesting of our early
remains, and to which we have already adverted. The -
warning given in the case of Inismurray, makes it
eminently desirable that all our primitive antiquities
should be carefully studied and drawn by trained
workers. Meanwhile Mr. Wakeman’s monograph is
offered as an earnest of such work, and a model and
cuide for those who would follow him.

The notes distinguished by the initials ¢ W.M.”
were added to the original edition by Col. Wood-Martin,
who was, at the time of its publication, Editor of the

Society’s Journal.
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THE ISLAND

OoF

INIS MUIREDAICH, NOW INISMURRAY.

THERE 1s scarcely an island upon the coast of Ireland,

or embraced by the waters of inland lake or river of
that country, which in early days did not contain one
or more churches, accompanied usually by a variety of
minor ecclesiastical structures, leackta, crosses, &ec. &e.
These objects were commonly held very sacred; and
indeed 1t may be said that the veneration which they
attracted during the primitive ages of the Western
Church has, as a rule, continued unabated even to our
own days.

Amongst sites attractive to archaeologists, who, in
existing monuments would read, mark, and trace certain
early, and occasionally obscure phases i Celtic art,
military, ecclesiastical, and decorative, Inismurray 1is
probably the richest in interest which can at the present
time be pointed to.

This 1sland lies in the Atlantic, at a distance of about
four miles and a-half from the poiut of Streedagh, parish
of Ahamlish, on the coast of Sligo. 'T'he nearest village
to Streedagh is Grange, about one mile and a-half dis-
tant. With its long, low, level tableland, and dark,
generally perpendicular sides, Inismurray, as seen from

B
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a little distance, might, to an imaginative mind, present
the idea of a Titanic ironclad, armed near its centre
with a mighty turret—the Cashel.

The greatest length of the island 1s little over one
mile; its extreme breadth slightly more than half that
measurement ; and its area may be computed as 200
acres, of which only some 130 can be utilized, afford-
ing grazing-sites for a few horses, asses, cows, sheep,
and goats. There are some patches of grain (oats) and
potato-ground, and a few spots where turf of somewhat
inferior description may be dug. The rest is rock—
calp sandstone—barren of interest to all but landscape
painters of a cultivated order, geologists, and I may
even say botanists, for the hollows, and the very crevices
of the more sheltered slopes amongst the wild northern
and western cliffs—especially those which border the
awful chasm of Pollnashantunny (*‘ the hole or pool of the
old wave ”’)—are rich in a variety of flora.

Strange to say, birds are comparatively few at any
period of the year. The probability is that the island
1s not sufficiently remote from the mainland, and that
its chiffs are therefore less attractive for breeding in-
stinets than are those of the noble headlands of Teeling
and Slieve League, which loom at no great distance to
the north-east, or the precipices of the Benbulbin range,
stretching along the neighbouring coast of Sligo.

The natives assert that rats could not live upon the
island: there are certainly none there. Some seven
hundred years ago a similar statement in connexion
with St. Ibar’s establishment on Beg Krin, off the Wex-
ford coast, was made by Giraldus Cambrensis; and we
read in Hollinshed that Armagh ecity ‘“1is said to be
enemie to rats, and if anie be brought hither, presently
1t dieth, which the inhabitants impute to the praiers
of St. Patrick.”” Mice, however, are known to make
raids upon the too frequently scanty store of grain
possessed by the islanders, 'Their first advent would,
by general report, appear to be of comparatively recent
date—‘‘ and thereby hangs a tale.” 'The legend is that
some seventy or eighty years ago one of the natives,
with malice prepense, and envy and hatred in his
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heart, stole out one night, and feloniously slew, by
stabbing, the cow which was the chief support of a
neighbouring family. The blood of the milk-giver, thus
cruelly, in a double sense, slaughtered, flowed, 1t is said,
in more than one direction, but everywhere, upon con-
cealing, instantly quickened, and became transformed
into mice. These animals ultimately proved a nuisance
on the island ; but for many years past the annoyance
which they have occasioned 1n the destruction of stores
has been scarcely appreciable.

The Census return of 1881 showed that there were
then 101 persons—men, women, and children—Iliving
upon Inismurray. In 1836, according to O’Donovan,
the population numbered 102. The family names were
then — O’Curret, Brady, O’Heraghty, O’Hart, and
O’Boyle. Since that time new blood would appear to
have been introduced, the names now being—Brady;
Heraghty, Boyle, Waters, Mannion, M‘Gowan, Ilun-
leavy, and Hoey. The O’Currets have disappeared.
[t will be remarkea that in the interval several of the
families appear to have dropped the prefix O to their
names. Could O’Donovan have given them the O be-
cause he believed that to be the right form ?

Only three or four persons living on the island can be
considered strangers: I refer to a detachment of the Royal
Irish Constabulary quartered there on revenue duty; for,
be 1t sadly spoken, until a few years ago, the domain of
St. Molaise was a centre from which pofeen, 1. e. illicit
whiskey, flowed extensively over the whole seaboard
from Sligo to Bundoran, and even to a considerable
distance inland. That source of income has ceased, and
yet the natives seem to live as well as ever.

They are all Roman Catholics, and, with a single
exception, speakers of two languages, viz. Gaelic and
English. The exception is an extremely ancient woman,
who could never be prevailed upon to learn the Sassanach
tongue. It 1s interesting and amusing to hear little
children chattering to each other in Celtic—address
them, and you will be replied to in English, the pro-
nunciation of which may probably savour somewhat of
the Ilizabethan era, but which, in correctness of style,

B 2
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is usually greatly superior to the average utterance of
Cockneydom, With the rising generation the prevailing
use of the Irish tongue will, in all probability, expire.
It is not, even now, the usual medium of communication
between the islanders and people of the neighbouring
coast. With Sligo, for many years past, as a rule,
trading operations, large or petty, have been negotiated
in English, a few of the elders only transacting affairs mn
the language of the Gael. All this, from an esthetic
point of view, is no doubt greatly to be regretted, but
there 1s no use in repining ; inexorable utilitarianism
seems certain to triumph.

In general the people are of a fair-haired, comely,
well-built race, probably Tuatha de Danaan; they are
expert, courageous boatmen, and from time to time have
furnished excellent seamen not only to the mercantile
service, but also to the Royal Navy. True it is that the
islanders are occasionally a little antagonistic to certain
legal claims, and will resist payment of county cess, or
tax for roads and institutions, i which they not un-
warrantably consider they have no concern. Yet they
belong to the county of Sligo, and are expected to con-
tribute more or less. They say, *“ We have no roads,
nor do we require them, and 1f we did they would not
be made for us; we want a harbour, or at least a boat-
quay—that we cannot get, else we might gain plenty
of money by our fishing ; and why should the authorities
oblige us to pay them taxes from which no man, woman,
or child on the 1sland could expect to obtain the least
benefit?” Let us trust that a tine may soon arrive when
Inmismurray shall have its harbour of refuge for vessels
even of goodly size, and that the teeming treasures of
the ocean, by which 1t 1s surrounded, may at length
‘be utilized not only for the benefit of the islanders, but;
1n these days of railway communication, for that of the
country at large.

- The boats belonging to Inismurray are unhappily
very ifew, the number being, 1t may be said, totally
1nadequate for the requirements of fishermen who, in
many ‘instances, il} order to cast a line, are obliged to
‘use a favourably situated rock or shelf of cliff as a plat-
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form from which to ply their wretched ¢ engines,” con-
sisting generally of a rough pole, a cast of frayed twine,
a sinker of stone, and hooks attached to a foot or two
of semi-decayed whip-cord. Their little crafts, how-
ever, generally staunch and well-built, are admirably
suited for near-shore purposes and trips to the mainland ;
they have here entirely superseded the curacl, composed
of wattle-work, covered by horse or cow skins, which, in
the memory of many still hale and fresh, was the pre-
vailing kind of small boat used by the people of our
southern and western coasts. -

It is, indeed, somewhat strange to find, within less
than twelve hours’ travel from the metropolis of Ireland,
an insular community, numbering more than a hundred,
yvet unpossessed of a road, harbour, or even of a boat-
pier. In other respects, Inismurray would seem to be
equally remarkable. IFor many a long day there has not’
been resident upon the island a clergyman of any denoini-
nation, and yet the mhabitants are orderly and religious,
assembling for prayers in the venerable temple (Zeach
Molaise) on every Sunday and Church holiday. They
have neither magistrate, doctor, surgeon, nor apothecary
amongst them ; the absence of medical gentlemen is not
much regretted, the people generally preferring to die of
extreme old age! There exists not a single shop, ever
so small, from Rue Point to Kinavally, or from Reilic-
odrain to Teernaneane—and this means within the length
and breadth of the Isle of Muiredaich !

Until very recently tlie government of the island
might have been described as monarchical in character,
one of the O’Heraghtys usually occupying the position
of Righ. Upon the demise of the last chief of that
dynasty his widow succeeded. This lady re-married,
and dying, left two sons, one being an O’Heraghty, and
the other (by the second husband) a Waters. DBetween
these two worthy individuals remains a rivalry still
unsettled, so that 1t might be said a kind of interregnum
at present exists.

Formerly persons who had compromised themselves
by quarrelling unnecessarily with their neighbours, or
by the commission of any act contrary to the unwritten
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law of the community, were, by command of the Righ,
banished to Ireland for a period lengthy in proportion
to the character of the charge made and proved against
them. Such sentences, however, were very rare. In
the present order of affairs the detachment of the Royal
Irish Constabulary have little indeed to do but, as in
duty bound, to make a patrol of the cliffs once in twenty-
four hours.

The National School, admirably conducted by Murs.
Waters, may be regarded as the only public institution
which the island presents.

I am kindly permitted by Richard Jones, Esq., of
Streedagh House, Grange, to state for the information
of intending pilgrims to Inismurray, that upon receiving
some days’ notice of their desire to visit the place,
he could arrange with certain fishermen to have a
proper craft in waiting at Streedagh Point. The cost of
the trip to and fro would be from one pound to thirty
shillings, according to the number to be conveyed, or
the state of the weather,' but there is not accommodation
upon the island for anything like a party. In the event
of contrary winds causing prolonged stay, 1t would be
desirable for wvisitors to bring with them creature com-
forts, such as tea, coffee, bread, &ec., and perhaps some
tinned meats—fish they can generally be supplied with on
the spot. It 1s not amiss to have a few ounces of com-
mon twist tobacco for distribution amongst the 1slanders,
whose services in small matters will at times be required.
They are often very proud, and will at times refuse
money, which they think has not been earned—but Zobacco,
never! for that is a gift which, as a native once said to
me, ‘‘one gentleman may receive from another.”

Except during extremely calm, settled weather,
ladies should not attempt a trip to the island, its
people possessing no means of accommodating strangers

of the gentler sex who would pay more than a flying
visit,

* Tourists can be conveyed in a good be favourable, this is the pleasanter as

five-ton boat, from Rosses Point, near well as the shorter route.—W. M.
Sligo, for thirty shillings ; and if the wind
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Norices or THE History or INis MUIREDAICH.

Inis Muiredaich, in English ¢ the Island of Murray,”
has from a very early period been known by the name
which, in the spoken language of its natives, 1t still
bears. Strangely enough, as pointed out by Lieut.-Col.
Wood-Martin, m his valuable History of Sligo, recently
published, 1t appears upon a map, made in 1609, of
the Shigo and Donegal coasts, as ¢ ENisae HuMmrig, or
MURRIE.”

Who this individual was, or how it came to pass that
the place 1s called after him, has not yet been ascertained.
T'he name was a common one among the ancient people
of Erin. We read that in the time of St. Patrick there
was at Killala a Bishop Muiredach. '

It 1s not 1mprobable that from him the place, now
so completely associated with the memory of St. Molaise,
derives its appellation; there 1s a tradition still extant
amongst the islanders that its monastery at one time
contained a full library of books. According to the same
tradition a number of the volumes are supposed to have
been 1immured, for the sake of concealment, within the
mass of a certain tomb-like projection, which occurs on
the interior of the south side-wall of Zeach Molaise, per-
haps the oldest of the remaining churches. Whether
there be any truth in the story of a receptacle here
occurring 1 cannot tell; but the legend 1s curious,
especially when considered im connexion with a secret
cavity which I was fortunate enough to discover withino
the body of the altar immediately adjoining, and of
which very curious ‘““find” a full description shall be
given further on. 'T'his supposed book depository is also
called the “bed” of the saint, and over it has been
placed his celebrated oaken effigy. It is now needless
to speculate on the probable fate of the manusecripts
which, no doubt, at one time were written or preserved
in this chief establishment of St. Molaise. Not a few
must have been destroyed during the ravages of the
Scandinavian pirates; others, it may be presumed, were
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allowed to be scattered and lost; while not a few, in
all likelihood, were in the course of ages, and the
decadence of learning, consigned to dust, ruin, and
oblivion. _

It is surprising and saddening to find that of Inis-
murray—so rich, as will be seen, in precious ecclesiastical
and other remains—in addition to the following scanty
notices, no early records appear as yet to have been
discovered. The Felire of Oengus, at August the 12th,
contains the subjoined passage :—

““ The calling of Laisrén of the Island of Muiredaich,
oreat, magnified.”

The Martyrology of Donegal presents the following
notice :(—

‘“ August 12. Molaisse, 7. e. Laisrén, son of Deglan
of Inis Muiredaich in the north (7. e. the mnorth of
Connaught); he 1t was who, at the cross of Ath-Imlaisi,
pronounced sentence of banishment on St. Columba.”
(See Adamnan’s Life of St. Columba, ed. Reeves, p. 286 ;
and Christian Inscriptions in the Irish Language, edited by
Miss Stokes.) Dean Reeves has taken care to point out
that this St. Molaise, or Laisrén, 1s not to be confounded
with St. Molaisi, of Diamhinsi, or Devenish (an island in
Lough Erne), son of Nadfraoich, whose day 1s September
the 12th.

It would appear from statements made by O’Donovan
in a letter preserved amongst the Sligo Ordnance docu-
ments in the Library of the Royal Irish Academy,
that the Molaise of Inismurray, and the Patron of
Devenish, similarly named, were by him considered one
and the same individual. In the work on Irish In-
scriptions just referred to, Miss Stokes writes: It
appears 1n the passage in the Life of Columba, regard-
g this saint, that he was already a man in authority
when Columba was still young, and thus we may believe
him to have been some years his senior, and conclude
that the foundation of his monastery was in all proba-
bility prior to that of Iona, and took place at some time
early in the sixth century, about 520 or 540.”
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The Annals of the Four Masters furnish the following
references to Inismurray :—

‘“ A.D. 747. Dicolla, son of Meimide, abbot of Inis-
Muiredaich, died.”

‘“ A.p. 798. Mac Laisre, the Learned, of Inis-Muire-
daich, died.”

‘““A.n. 802.—Inis-Muiredaich was burned by the
foreigners, and they attacked Ros Commain.”

There can be no doubt that these  for eigners’”’ were
Scandinavian rovers from Norway, or possibly from
the country now called Denmark. Some of the older
natives would seem to retain a faint traditional recol-
lection of this, or probably some succeeding outrage
committed by the Northmen. A long flat stretch of rock
occurs upon the southern coest of the island, and at
certain states of the tide, and in settled weather, presents

a favourable and easy place for landing or elllballﬂll”'
At low tide the surface is quite dr Y, except In one --pot
near its centre, where a shallow pool of salt water is
retained. 'This is called by the people Lochan-na-Cal,
or the Little Lake of the Battle.” I was told on the
spot that in ages long past a great ficht had here oc-
curred between an nwadmo force and the natives; and
one of my imformants even went so far as to say that
the intruders were ‘‘the Danes.” It 1s much to be
regretted that O’Donovan missed this interesting name,
as forty years ago tradition on the island was much
more vivid than 1t 1s at present, and some curious tale
i connexion with the spot might at that time have
been rescued from oblivion.

From the beginning of the ninth century to A.p. 1612
history would appear to be silent regarding Inismurray.
At the latter date we read in the Annals that Maeleoin
O’ Dalaigh (Moylan O’Daly) died on All Souls Day, and
was interred 1 Inis Muiredaich, ¢ after bearing triumph
from the world and the devil.” O’Daly’s tomb still
remains, but in a very shattered condition, as it has on
more than one occasion been broken open and violated
by revenue authorities in search of illicit spirits. Indeed,
not very distant recollections seem to show that, as has
been said of the proverbial sapper, ¢ nothing was sacred”
to the hunters after poteen.
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Tuae AxrtiQurries orF INis MuirepaicH.

In this section I propose to describe the antiquities
remaining upon the island. The buildings and other
monuments shall be mentioned in the order which their
several peculiarities would seem to suggest. Of course
it will be necessary to group together a number of the
smaller objects, such as sepulchral leacs, altar-stones, &e.,
under a general heading ; but I trust it will be found that
not a single structure, or even one stone of interest, shall
have failed to receive in proper place a special notice.
The following is a list of the subjects referred to :—

1. The Caiseal, or Stone Fort, with its celle.

2. Teach Molaise, the Oratory or Dwelling of St.
Molaise.

3. Teampull-na-Bfear, the ¢ Church of the Men.” This,
no doubt, was the ZTeampull Mor, or great church of the

establishment. It is sometimes styled the ‘“ Monastery ”’;
and 1s also known as Zeampull Molaise.

4. Teampull-na-Teinidh, or the ** Church of the Fire.”

This structure 1s evidently less ancient than the other
ecclesiastical buildings remaining upon the island.

5. Teampull-na-mban, or the ¢ Church of the Women.”

6. A number of Altars, within or without the cashel,

most of them bearing very ancient and curiously-carved
crosses of stone, swearing-stones, &e. &e.

7. T'wo monuments of the class usually styled ¢ Hole-
stones,” which are held in high veneration on account of
certain supernatural powers which they are supposed to
possess.

8. Kight memorial Leacs, bearing inscriptions in Irish

or Latin. Of these records four are here for the first
time noticed.

9. Monumental stones, uninscribed.

10. Several bullans, or rude font-like objects of stone,
the precise use of which has not as yet been ascertained.
11. The Sacred Wells, with their coverings of stone.

12. The Leachta, or Stations, with their monuments.
13. Concluding remarks.




THE CASHEL. 1k

The above catalogue comprises every class of remains
to be found on this singularly interesting island, which
may in a manner be described as a museum of antiquities
relating chiefly to the earlier period of the ancient Irish
Church. Of course all cannot be supposed to belong to
the days of SS. Molaise and Columba. |

The cashel was, as I shall endeavour to show, at
one time occupied by tenants differing widely indeed
in thought and habits of life from the community of
children of the Faith, who reared the temples which 1t
now contains, and carved the memorial stones which
still speak so eloquently of the past. The additions
and alterations of medizeval date, exhibited by some of
the sacred edifices, are interesting as indicating the con-
tinued occupation of the island by an ecclesiastical
colony from the days when, as Spenser wrote—

‘¢ Treland flourisheéd in fame,
And wealth, and goodness, far above the rest
Of all that bear the British Islands name ”’—

down almost to our own time.

THE ¢ CAISEAL,” OR (CASHEL.

Irishmen of cultivated mind in general, and our
native antiquaries in particular, have for more than one
generation rejoiced 1n the 1dea that i her ecclesiastical
round towers, stone-roofed churches, bee-hive celle,
sculptured ecrosses, and ogam inscriptions, KErin pos-
sesses antiquarian treasures which are peculiarly ¢ racy
of her soil,” and stand unrivalled in point of interest
by any monuments of antiquity of the same, or nearly
the same, class and age to be found 1 Western Europe.

Within the memory of archacologists, many of whom
are still i the vigour of life, a third class of monu-
ment, equally with the towers, &c. &e., characteristic of
the genius of our ancient people, has, for the first time,
formed a subject of study. 1 allude to the great stone
fortifications usually styled dun, caker, lis, or cashel, which
are chiefly, but not exclusively, found in the western
and southern districts of Ireland, and of which only
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a few of the larger examples have as yet been described
and 1llustrated. |

There can be no question that the date of the
oreat majority of these often-stupendous works remains
to be ascertained. In not a few instances, however,
they belong to a period of authentic history, and are
known to have been erected several centuries before the
introduction of Christianity into this kingdom. We also
learn, on trustworthy authority, that in the fifth century
of our era several regal or princely magnates, upon their
conversion to Christianity by St. Patrick, resigned their
immemorial places of strength to the saint, to be used
by him for purposes of his mission. Thus we find
that Donoughpatrick, county Meath, has its name from
Domnach Padraig, the ¢ Church of Patrick,” which stood
on this site.

It i1s related in the life of our national saint—attri-
buted to St. Evin, and published by Colgan in his 7rias
Thaumaturga—that Conall, the brother of King Loeghaire,
who resided here, not only gladly accepted Christianity,
and was baptized, but also showed great kindness to
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