
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Public Library 

Authority Statistics 
 

ACTUALS 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  



An Chomhairle Leabharlanna was established by the Public Libraries Act, 1947.  The 
functions of the Council, as outlined in the Local Government Act, 2001 are: 
 

• to provide advice and assistance to local authorities in relation to the 
improvement of the public library service 

 
• to make such recommendations to the Minister in relation to the public  

library service as it sees fit 
 

• to maintain and operate the central library established under Section 2 of 
the Public Libraries Act, 1947 (No.40 of 1947) 

 
• to promote and facilitate library co-operation 

 
 
Statistical series issued by An Chomhairle Leabharlanna: 
 

Public Library Authorities Annual Budgets 
Public Library Authority Statistics - Actuals. (Annual) 
 

 
Statistical data on Irish public libraries also appear in: 

 
Public Library Statistics – Estimates & Actuals. - London: CIPFA, (Annual) 
 

 
 
 
 

 
The cover photograph was taken in Blessington Library, County Wicklow.  

The library was officially opened in November 2006.  
 
 
 

Other grant-aided libraries which were opened during 2006 were: 
• Brian Johnston Library and Farnham Centre (Cavan County Council) 
• Bishopstown Branch Library (Cork City Council) 
• Mallow Branch Library (Cork County Council) 
• Ballina Branch Library (Mayo County Council) 
• Birr Branch Library (Offaly County Council) 
• The Source Library & Arts Centre, Thurles (Tipperary Joint Libraries Committee) 

 
                   Details of all these libraries can be found on www.librarybuildings.ie 
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INTRODUCTION 
 
 
An Chomhairle Leabharlanna is pleased to publish the annual 
analysis of the statistical returns provided by the 32 library 
authorities in Ireland for the year 2006.  
 
Branching Out, the government’s policy document for the future of the 
public library service, was launched by the Minister for the 
Environment and Local Government in 1998. This report on library 
authority statistical returns for 2006 provides a snapshot of the 
previous five years of the Branching Out programme of development 
and fuller details of 2006.  
 
Over the five year period to 2006, local authorities have increased 
their investment in library services. This report records that users 
have availed of library services with longer opening hours, more 
stock, higher volumes of lending and access to expert staff in more 
service points. An Chomhairle acknowledges this support for the 
public library service. 
 
 
The main highlights since 2002 are: 
 

 
• Total expenditure (recurrent and capital) increased by 40.1% 

from €90 million to €125.9 million giving a five year total of 
€527.3 million  

 
• Recurrent expenditure increased by 39.9% from €76.5 million 

to €107 million giving a five year total of €451 million 
 

• Capital expenditure reported by public library authorities 
increased by 41.5% from €13.4 million to €18.9 million giving a 
five year total of €76.2 million 

 
• Current expenditure on books and multimedia materials 

increased by 25.6% from €11.6 million to €14.6 million. This 
represents a six year total of €63 million 
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• Recurrent income increased by 40.3% from €76.5 million in 
2002 to €107.4 million in 2006 

 
• The nett library stock increased overall by 4.6% to a total of 

13.2 million items. The trend is towards providing a wider range 
of formats. Multimedia stock increased by 86% from 0.4 million 
to 0.74 million whereas collections of books have increased by 
1.9% from 12.3 million to 12.5 million volumes. Total loans 
(books + multimedia) recorded an overall increase of 5.5% 
from 13.8 million to 14.5 million. 

 
• Regular library users increased their annual borrowing from 17 

to 18 items per annum. The number of items borrowed per 
head of the total population increased from 3.5   to 3.7 per 
annum.  

 
There are more service points to the public and a wider range of 
options for usage. These are particularly welcome improvements. The 
number of branch libraries in Ireland increased from 346 to 354.  
The number of hours that they are open to the public per week has 
increased by 13 % (from 8,879 to 10,073). The number of   libraries 
with public access Internet points increased by 32 to 343 or 97%.  

 
• The number of public access Internet terminals 

increased from 1,214 to 1,678  
 

• Overall staffing levels rose from 1,532 to 1,740 
 

There are measures to be addressed in order to make the public 
library service open and welcoming spaces in all communities. 
Particular attention is drawn to the following concerns: 
 

• Charges for use of the library are a barrier. In 2006, 21 
authorities levied an annual charge on adult members ranging 
from €2.50 to €15.00 per annum. 

  
• Consideration should be given to flexible opening times with 

improved lunch-time, evening and. 
 
• Improved expenditure on stock remains crucial. Nine out of 

thirty two authorities equaled or exceeded the recommended 
target figure set out by the Branching Out Steering Group of 
€3.27 per capita.  

 
 
 



 

• Collection development policies which address the needs of a 
changing communities and acknowledge the increasing 
importance of  multi media stock are urgently required 

 
 
An Chomhairle thanks Mayors, Members, County and City Managers and County 

and City Librarians and staff of the public library authorities the Department of the 

Environment, Heritage and Local Government for their continuing support and 

for their assistance in compiling these figures. An Chomhairle acknowledges the 

support of the Department of Education and Science in providing data relating to 

the Primary School Library Grant Scheme. 

 
Norma McDermott 
Director 
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 2005 TO 2006 

 
Irish local authority public library service statistics record a continuing upward trend of 
service provision in the communities they serve.  
An Chomhairle Leabharlanna acknowledges the continuing support of library authorities in 
delivering a better service and the value of the capital grants programme initiated by the 
Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government. 
In national terms and in comparison with the previous year, the returns from public library 
authorities for 2006 reflect an upturn in most areas of activity.  
The major changes are as follows: 
 
Income 

• Recurrent income increased by 6.7% from €100,612,353 to €107,401,132; 
 
• Combined recurrent and capital incomes reported by local authorities 

increased by 5.6% from €112,855,379 to €119,198,848; 
 

• This represents an increase in the per capita figure from €28.81 to €30.43 for 
total income. 

 
 
Expenditure 

• Recurrent expenditure has risen by 8.5% from €98,602,596. to €106,954,748; 
 

• Expenditure on staff rose by 8% from €58.2 million to €62.9 million; 
 

• Expenditure on stock has risen by 5.5% from €13,792,665 to 
€14,554,312. Per capita expenditure has risen from  €3.52 per head of 
population to €3.72; 

 

• Expenditure on stock in 2006 accounted nationally for 13.6% of the 
overall budget as opposed to 14% in the previous year; 
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                 Chart 1: Expenditure under individual budget headings shown as  

a % of total expenditure, 2002- 2006 
 
• Capital expenditure in public library authorities increased by 25% from 

€15,122,291 to €18,941,550; 
 

• The Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government 
provided capital grants totalling €12 million which included €11 million 
for library buildings, mobile libraries and delivery vans, €0.7 million 
subsidy on leases, and €0.3 million for  the Public Library Research 
Programme, Changing Libraries Programme and Readiscover; 

 
• Total local authority expenditure on libraries (recurrent and capital) increased 

by 10.7% from €113,724,887 to €125,896,298. 
 

Collections  
Figures for 2006 recorded an increase in material in alternative formats (e.g. multimedia) and 
in the number of print based materials being added to stock, as compared with 2005: 

• Public libraries collectively hold just over 13.2 million items of stock; 

• 1,279,299 new items of stock were added during 2006; 

• Multimedia additions rose by 156% from 69,954 to 179,044; 
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• 1,100,255 books were added to stock – an increase of 9% over the 2005 figure 

of 1,012,634; 

 
Issues 

• Total items loaned showed a slight increase  from 14,503,021 to 14,525,273; 

• Multimedia issues increased by  11% from 1,290,080 to 1,430,157; 

 
 
Membership  

%; 
 

91,093 in 2005,   
 increase of 0.7%; 

     
Service points 

 
red 

73 

rnet 

• The number of branches providing online public access terminals to the 
catalogue increased by 16 from 253 to 269. 

 
 

• 985,653 books were withdrawn in 2006. 

 

 
• Book issues fell by 1% from 13,212,941 to 13,095,115. 

• Registered membership remained fairly static, registering a 1% increase overall 
from781,238 to 788,438; 

 
• The percentage of the population registered as members of the public library 

service remained at 20

• Children’s membership in 2006 was 293,083 as opposed to 2
an
 

• Adult membership increased by 1% from 490,145 to 495,355. 
    

• The total number of branch libraries open to the public has increased from 
351 to 354; 

• 86 libraries are open to the public for more that 40 hours per week, compa
to 79 in the previous year; 

 
• The overall number of hours open to the public has increased by 350 per 

week, or 4%, from 9,723 to 10,0
 

• 343 or 97% of the total of 354 branches provide public access to the Inte
via 1,678  dedicated terminals; 

 



 

 
Summary 2002-2006 
 
Income (see Summary Table 1) 

 Recurrent income increased by 40.3% from €76.5 million in 2002 to €107.4 
million in 2006. 

 
Expenditure (see Summary Table 2) 

 Recurrent expenditure increased by 40% from €76.5 million to €107 million giving a 
five year total of €451 million; 
 

 Current expenditure on stock increased by 25.6% from €11.6 million to  
€14.6 million. This represents a five year total of €63 million; 
 

 
 
Chart 2: Expenditure on stock, 2002-2006 

 

€ 

2006 2002 2003 2004 2005

Actual Estimates

 Capital expenditure reported by public library authorities increased by 41.5%  
from €13.4 million to €18.9 million giving a five year total of €76.2 million; 
 

 
 Total expenditure (recurrent and capital) increased by 40% from €90 million to €126 

million giving a five year total of €527.3 million. 
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Collections (see Summary Table 4) 
 

 Multimedia stock increased by 86% from 398,320  to 741,247 in the five years to 
2006; 
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Chart 3: Book stock, 2002-2006 
 

 Collections of books have increased by 2% from 12.3 million to 12.5 million. 
 

 

Chart 4: 
 

 
Stock additions and withdrawals, 2002-2006 
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n; 
• Book loans showed an increase of 1.3% from 12.9 million to 13.1 million; 

 

• edia) recorded an overall increase of  5.5% from 
13.8 million to 14.5 million. 

embership (see Summary Table 5.1) 
 

 

Charts 6: Registered membership, 2002-2006 
 
 

ee S mmary Table 5) 
• Multimedia stock loans showed an increase of 71% from 0.84  to 1.4 millio
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Chart 5: Loans, 2002-2006 
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 Active membership decreased by 1.6% from 801,426 to 788,438;  

 gistered as members of the public library 
service fell from 20.5% to 20.1%;   

 
 Children’s membership decreased by 2% from 299,115 to 293,083;  

 
 Adult membership decreased by 1.4% from 502,311 to 495,355. 

ervice points (see Summary Table 6) 
 

• The total number of branch libraries increased by  8 since 2002; 
 

• Opening hours per week are now 13% higher than in 2002; 
 

 

 

Chart 7: Number of service points by hours open per week  

• raries open for more than 40 hours per week 
increased by  24 since 2002; 

 
• 

d by the Western Education and 
Library Board and Donegal County Council. 

 

 
The percentage of the population re
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SUMMARY TABLES, 2002-2006 

Summary table 1:

 

 
 Income: recurrent and capital (€) 

 
 Recurrent income 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 % 

change 
over 
2002 

% 
change 

over 
2005 

 Total 7 07 8 57 8 17 10 53 10 +40.3 +6.7 6,544,2 1,417,8 9,710,3 0,612,3 7,401,132 
  Per capita 19.54 20.78 22.90 25.68 27.42   

Capital income (1) 10,313,018 10,696,233 7,738,614 12,243,026 11,797,716 +14.4 -3.6 

Total income 
 (recurrent plus capital) 

86,857,225 92,114,090 97,448,931 112,855,379 119,198,848 +37.2 +5.6 

Per capita  22.17 23.52 24.88 28.81 30.43   
Note: (1)    Includes capital grants made by the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local  

The capital in me returns are as notified by local authorities. 

Summary table 1.2:

Government from National Lottery Funds.  
co
 

  Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local                        
Government’s capital allocations                             (€) 

 
2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 

Buildings & vehicles 5 9 5,908 13,959,732.34 12 48 ,135,841 ,514,962 8,52 ,042,3
  Subsidy [Leases & loans] 963,902 875,019     ^  ^  ^ 
 ation Society  Inform 1,7 2,108,7238,446 5 ^ ^ ^ 

Stock 14,071 0 ^ ^ ^ 
Additional funds 424,160 188,062 ^ ^ ^ 
TOTAL 8,276,420 12,686,768 8,525,908 13,959,732.34 12,042,348 
Data supplied by the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government. 

Summary table 2:
 

 Expenditure: recurrent and capital (€) 
           

 Recurrent expenditure 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 % 
c  hange
over 
2002 

% change 
over 
2005 

 Total 76,461,180 80,304,838 88,821,984 98,602,596 10 748 +39.9 +8.5 6,954,
 Per capita:  Acquisitions 2.96 2.77 3.11 3.52 3.72   
                    Total  19.52 20.50 22.67 25.17 27.30   

Capital expenditure 13,386,666 13,410,572 15,313,075 15,122,291 18,941,550 +41.5 +25.3 
Total expenditure 
(recurrent plus capital) 

89,847,846 93,715,410 104,135,059 113,724,887 125,896,298 +40.1 +10.7 

Per capita  22.94 23.92 26.58 29.03 32.14   
Data supplied by public library authorities                                 
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Summary table 3: Staffing* (Nos.)         
  

 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 

Professional 355 366 372 375 404 
Para-professional 1,044 1,059 963 1,015 1,122 
Support 214 215 211 213 213 
Total 1,532 1,596 1,627 1,647 1,740 
 
* see Notes on the returns (Page 32)  

ummary table 4
 
S : Collections (Nos.)  
 
 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 % change 

ov 2 er 200
% change 
ov 5 er 200

Books: 12,263,7 12,966,3 12,31 12,497,148 66 12,808,043 68 5,589 * +1.9 +1.5 

Multimedia items: 398,320 424,632 419,096 475,627 741,247 +86 +55.8 
Additions to stock:   
Books 9 8 9 1,070,641 91,751 52,340 12,634 1,100,255 +13.4 +8.7 
Multimedia items 45,188 805 291 954 17 4 +296 +155.9 51, 53, 69, 9,04
Additions per head of 
population: 

0.3 0.2 0.3 0.3 0.3   

Withdrawals:     
Books 5 4 3 882,730 84,448 89,669 82,778 985,653 +69.1 +11.7 
Multimedia items 10,406 11,792 16,034 11,270 25,945 +149.3 +130.2 
* see Notes on the  returns (Page 32)  

ummary table 5:
 
S  Issues (Nos.) 
 
Books 2002 2003 2004 2005 2005 % change 

ov 2 er 200
% change 
ov 5 er 200

Children’s   5,027,299 5,063,642 5,356,640 5,357,323 5,424,129 +7.9 +1.2 
Adult issues  7,903,195 8,237,447 8,245,405 7,855,618 7,670,986 -3.0 -2.4 
Total book issues 12 13 1 1,930,494 ,301,089 3,602,045 3,212,941 13,095,116 +1.3 -0.9 
Multimedia 838,015 996,056 1,163,130 1,290,080 1,430,157 +70.7 +10.9 
Total issues 13,768,509 14,297,145 14,765,175 14,503,021 14,525,273 +5.5 +0.2 
  
Summary table 5.1: Registered Membership (Nos.) 
 
 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 % change 

over 2002 
% change 
ov 5 er 200

Children (0-14) 299,115 287,676 292,610 291,093 293,083 -2 +0.7 
Adults     (15+) 502,311 546,292 499,810 490,145 495,355 -1.4 +1.1 
Total 801,426 833,968 792,420 781,238 788,438 -1.6 +0.9 
As % of population        
Children  (0-14) 36.1 34.8 35.4 35.2 35.4   
Adult       (15+) 16.3 17.7 16.2 15.9 16   
Total population 20.5 21.3 20.2 19.9 20.1   
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Summary table 6: Service points (Nos.) 
 
 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 
Branch libraries 346 343 349 351 354 
Total number of  
hours open per week 

8,879 8.984 9,605 9,723 10,073 
 

Other service points * 592 622 652 654 698 
Centres 83 82 98 63 58 
Mobile units 29 29 31 29.5** 29.5 
Number of stops 1,324 1,285 1,284 1,275 1,238 
Agency services 17 23 13 12 12 
Total number of 
service points 

1,067 1,099 1,143 1,110 1,152 

* Other service points include non-agency services to hospitals, day centres, etc. 
** Includes cross border mobile which is shared by Donegal County council and the 

Western Education and Library Board 

ummary table 7
 
S : Services to schools (Nos.) 
 
 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 
No. of schools served 3,191 3,285 3,266 3,177 3,253 
Pupil population served 454,583 462,903 447,543 447,142 460,004 

Note: Includes primary and second level schools 

 Summary table 7.1

 
 

: National primary school pupil population 
 

Academic year No. of pils *  pu
 

% change on 
pre ear vious y

Primary pupils as % 
of 0-14 ation  popul

Grant  pupil per
€ 

Total a ation lloc
€ 

2006/2007 470,944 +2.8 54.5 4.52 2,128,667 
2005/2006 458,114 +2.2 55.4 4.52 2,070,675 
2004/2005 448,243 +0.62 54.2 4.52 2,026,058 
2003/2004 445,444 +1.0 53.8 3.40 1,514,510 
2002/2003 441,065 0 51.3 3.40 1,499,620 

 ment of Education & Science 
                  

    e 

.   
All additional data supplied by An Chomhairle from other sources is shown in green. 

 

* Figures supplied by the Depart
  
 
Key: 
                     0   Denotes nil or not applicabl
         * * Denotes data not available 
                    // Denotes too small to be significant 
The data given is as supplied by individual authorities to An Chomhairle Leabharlanna
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Notes on the  returns 
A small number of authorities are unable to supply detailed data as requested). An Chomhairle has 
used other data at its disposal to apply weightings to these figures in order to provide a more 
accurate picture. The weightings relate mainly to, collections, issues and membership figures. All 
data substituted by An Chomhairle has been printed in green. 
Table 1: Income remains the same as for previous years.  
 Grants from the Department of the Environment, Heritage & Local Government made have been 
designated as Capital for the purposes of this publication and are shown on Table 1.2.  
Details of capital income as notified by the contributing authorities is contained on Table 2.2.  
Table 3: Staffing has been simplified to make the table more easily readable. It no longer contains 
details of grades by location (headquarters, branches or other service points).  This information is 
still available on request from An Chomhairle. 
Authorities are asked to provide details of staff complement as full-time equivalents (FTE). As 
some authorities supply details of staff in post rather that staff complement this has led to some 
fluctuation in the returns.  The number of Branch Librarians was usually given in the returns as an 
actual number rather than as FTE  although for 2003 onwards the convention of expressing posts 
as full-time equivalents has been strictly implemented hence the apparent reduction in para-
professional posts (includes branch librarians). Some authorities do not count library support staff, 
such as cleaners, as the part of the library’s staff complement. These two changes are reflected in 
the apparent decrease in staffing for 2003. The 2003 figures accordingly present a more accurate 
picture of current staffing levels.. 
Fingal and Dublin City: The figures given in Table 3 relate to staff complement; figure in Table 3.3 
show the actual number of filled posts. 
Table 4: Collections - books and serials and Table 4.2: Collections – multimedia items no longer categorize 
withdrawn stock items. They are now given as the total figure per authority. The full set of 
information is still available on request from An Chomhairle. 
Kerry County Library: 2005 stock holdings for schools includes additions to stock between 2000 
and 2006. 
Kildare County Library: An ongoing changeover in library management systems has resulted in  
Kildare’s stock figures for 2005 being limited to those service points which have been automated. 
Table 5.1: Registered membership figures: In 2001 the definition of ‘number of registered members’ was 
redefined to ‘number of active members’, an active member being someone who had borrowed at 
least one item during the period January 1st to December 31st. This redefinition was introduced in 
order to eliminate the perceived advantage of having long registration cycles, resulting in 
membership files which  included an unknown number of  lapsed users. The change in definition 
produced a decrease in the number of reported membership figures in those authorities whose 
registration cycles exceeded one year The change in definition was introduced in an attempt to 
present a more complete picture of registered membership.  
Table 6: Service points includes data on the number of service points with online public access 
catalogues (Opacs) and Internet access. In both cases, the number of available terminals is also 
given. 
This Table also gives details of the overall, planned opening hours per week for the branch libraries. 
Table 6.1: Agency services contains information on services provided by public library authorities to 
other organisations, usually on a cost recovery basis.   
Table 7 details library services to schools as provided by the library authority.  
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Appendix 1: Population tables from 2002 Census 
 
AUTHORITY  

County Councils: 
Carlow 46,014 
Cavan 56,546 
Clare 103,277 
Cork 324,767 
Donegal 137,575 
Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown 191,792 
Fingal 196,413 
Galway 209,077 
Kerry 132,527 
Kildare 163,944 
Kilkenny 80,339 
Laois 58,774 
Leitrim 25,799 
Limerick 121,281 
Longford 31,068 
Louth 101,821 
Mayo 117,446 
Meath 134,005 
Monaghan 52,593 
Offaly 63,663 
Roscommon 53,774 
Sligo 58,200 
South Dublin 238,835 
Tipperary JLC 140,131 
Waterford 56,952 
Westmeath 71,858 
Wexford 116,596 
Wicklow 114,676 
  
Total: 28 3,199,743 
  
City Counci s: l
Cork 123,062 
Dublin 495,781 
Limerick 54,023 
Waterford 44,594 
  
Total:  4 717,460 
  
TOTAL: 32 3,917,203 

 


