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An Chomhairle Leabharlanna was established by the Public Libraries Act, 
1947.  The functions of the Council, as outlined in the Local Government 
Act, 2001 are: 
 

 to provide advice and assistance to local authorities in relation 
to the improvement of the public library service 

 

 to make such recommendations to the Minister in relation to 
the public  library service as it sees fit 

 

 to maintain and operate the central library established under 
Section 2 of the Public Libraries Act, 1947 (No.40 of 1947) 

 

 to promote and facilitate library co‐operation 
 
 
 
 
Statistical series issued by An Chomhairle Leabharlanna: 
 

Public Library Authorities Annual Budgets 
Public Library Authority Statistics ‐ Actuals. (Annual) 
 

 
Statistical data on Irish public libraries also appear in: 

 
Public Library Statistics – Estimates & Actuals. ‐ London: CIPFA, 

(Annual) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cover photograph shows Laois County Council’s Mountmellick Library , one of 
5 new libraries and refurbished libraries opened in 2010. 

Further details of these libraries, and others, can be found on 
www.librarybuildings.ie 
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INTRODUCTION 
 

 
The economic climate in which local authorities operate influences investment 
in the public library service. 2010 saw the continuing economic challenges 
resulting in reductions in the all important book funds, down 19% on the 
previous year. 
 
Budgeted stock expenditure figures for 2011 show a further decrease of at 
least 13% on the 2010 total figure spent by local authorities. 
 
The momentum created by the implementation of Branching Out continues, 
however, with local authorities opening five new or refurbished libraries in 
2010, all offering improved services and co-funded by the Minister for the 
Environment, Heritage and Local Government: 
 

• Borris Library, Carlow County Council 
• Greystones Library, Wickow County Council 
• Kildare Town Library, Kildare County Council 
• Mountmellick Library, Laois County Council, and 
• Tuam Library, Galway County Council 

 
 

Further openings are anticipated in 2011 and 2012. 
 
The weekly number of hours libraries are open to the public has fallen by 0.2%, 
from 10,3371 in 2009 to 10,320. This reduction is due, in part, to continuing 
programmes of refurbishment. Undoubtedly the staffing embargo has also 
forced many authorities to curtail services to the public.  8 library authorities 
reduced opening hours. Overall staffing levels fell by 2% from 1,7942

 

 in 2009 to 
1,759 in 2010. Public libraries opening hours are, however, 31% higher than 
they were in 1999. 

Notwithstanding access restrictions, usage, as indicated by the number of 
registered members, number of visits by the public to libraries, items borrowed 
and internet use showed a marked increase over the previous year. The 
number of public access Internet terminals in 2010 for public use also rose to 
2,088.  In 2010 we saw an increase in visits from 16.1 million to 16.3 million. 
 
An Chomhairle commends the authorities on these improvements, 
notwithstanding the challenging budgetary constraints, and acknowledges the 
support of the Minister in providing financial assistance for new developments. 
 
There are, however, measures to be addressed in order to make the public 
library service open and welcoming spaces in all communities. Attention is 
drawn to sustaining investment and increasing the usage of libraries for all 
members of society. The following issues are of particular concern:  
 

1 Revised subsequent to the published 2009 figure of 10,352 due to up to date figures being provided. 
2 2009 staffing figure revised subsequent to the published 2009 figure of 1,797 due to up to date figures being provided. 
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• Charges for use of the library are a barrier. In 2010, 20 authorities 
levied an annual charge on adult members ranging from €2.50 to 
€15.00 per annum. Public Lending Remuneration figures provide 
evidence to indicate increasing book loans in 2011. Financial 
barriers to access in this period of economic downturn pose 
challenges to users and local authorities. The benefit of free access 
outweighs the value of monies received. Local authorities are 
urged to review this matter, where appropriate.  Charges, 
including internet access, should be reassessed in order to deliver 
all services to more users. 
 

• A marketing drive for membership, particularly for adults, in each 
authority would pay dividends. The increasing use by children and 
young adults is welcomed. 

 
• As the public is choosing to use the library service more in this 

economic downturn, relevant and sufficient stock remains crucial, 
particularly as part of a wider community recovery strategy, 
notwithstanding the severe economic climate in which local 
authorities now operate. 
 

 
An Chomhairle thanks the Mayors, Members, County and City Managers,  
County and City Librarians and staff of the public library authorities together 
with the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government 
and the Local Government Management Services Board for their continuing 
support and for their assistance in compiling these figures. 

 
Norma McDermott                          
Director  
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OVERVIEW, 2009 to 2010 
 
An Chomhairle Leabharlanna is once again pleased to present the detailed 
statistical returns from 32 local authority library services in Ireland. 
The returns for the year 2010 show sustained improvements in service delivery 
throughout the country. There is a noted improvement in services provided by 
individual authorities contributing to a positive national return. 
The major changes recorded in the 2010 returns submitted by the 32 library 
authorities in Ireland, when compared with the previous year are, as follows: 
 
Income 

• Recurrent income decreased by 4.5% from €133,139,228 to 
€127,081,300; 

 
• Combined recurrent and capital incomes reported by local 

authorities decreased by 5.5% from €142,434,497to €134,927,774; 
 
• This represents a decrease in the per capita spend from €33.59 to 

€31.82 for total income. 
 
Expenditure  

• Recurrent operational expenditure fell by 9% from €116,464,551 
to €106,048,638. 
 

• When internal service support charges levied on the library 
service are taken into account, overall expenditure shows a 
decrease of 6% to a total of €132,704,013. 

 
• Expenditure on stock fell by 19% from €12,269,608 to €9,988,262. 

Per capita expenditure decreased from €2.89 per head of 
population to €2.36. 

 
• Actual expenditure on stock was 0.5% lower than estimated 

expenditure as published for 2010.  
 
• Expenditure on stock in 2009 accounted nationally for 8.8% of the 

overall budget3

 
. In 2010 this had fallen to 7.5%. 

 
                Chart 1: Sources of Recurrent Expenditure, 2010 
 

3 Overall budget figure includes Service Support Costs. 
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• Capital expenditure as recorded by public library authorities 
decreased by 45% from €27,992,770 to €15,416,920. 
 

• The Department of the Environment, Community and Local 
Government provided capital grants totaling €8.24 million 
which included €6.24 million for library buildings, mobile 
libraries and delivery vans, €1 million subsidy on leases, and 
a further €1 million supporting library programmes, 
including the Public Library Stock Fund and the Changing 
Libraries programmes, both managed by An Chomhairle 
Leabharlanna. 

 

• Total local authority operational expenditure on libraries 
(recurrent and capital) decreased by 16% from €144,457,321 to 
€121,465,556. When the service support charges are included the 
decrease is 12% (€148,120,933). 

 
 

 
COLLECTIONS AND LENDING  
 
Collections 
Figures for 2010 recorded a decrease in the number of print based materials being 
added to stock, as compared with 2009 and higher lending per item of multimedia 
resources. Due to the lower investment in stock than heretofore, stock levels 
decreased nationally by 2%. Books and multimedia items were heavily used during 
2010. Multimedia stock is growing in importance in terms of overall lending patterns 
and book loans retain their popularity. 
 

• Public libraries collectively hold 13 million items of stock. 
• 837,491 new items of stock were offered to the public during 2010. 

o 100,398 new multimedia materials were offered. 
o 737,093 books were added to stock. 

• 703,497 books and 52,346 multimedia items were withdrawn in 2010. 
 
Lending 

• Total items loaned increased by 4% from 17,556,732 to 18,242,187. 
• Multimedia loaned increased by 7% from 2,571,117 to 2,759,819. 
• Book issues rose by 3% from 14,985,615 to 15,482,368. 

 
Membership4

• Registered membership increased by .02% from 809,032 to 809,169. 
  

• The percentage of the population registered as members of the public 
library service remained the same at 19.1%. 

• Children’s membership of 316,800 (or 36.6% of the population) showed 
a 1.6% increase in 2010 over the 2009 figure of 311,625. 

• Adult membership decreased by 1% from 497,407 to 492,369 (or 15% of 
the population). 

Visits  
• Visits to full-time branches increased by 1% from 14,503,254 to 

14,702,901. 
• The estimated total number of visits to all branches was 16.3 million, an 

increase of 222,400 over 2009. 

4 Revised subsequent to the published 2009 figures due to more up to date figures being provided 
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Service points and Internet access 

• The total number of branch libraries open to the public at year end 
decreased from 348 to 341. 

• There are 197 full-time branches (i.e. open for 30 hours or more per 
week). 

• 102 libraries are now open to the public for more that 40 hours per 
week, compared with 97 in the previous year. 

• The overall number of hours open to the public has decreased by 17 per 
week, or 0.2%, from 10,3375

• 325 or 95% of the total of 341 branches provide public access to the 
Internet via 2,088 dedicated PCs, which is an increase of 98 on the 2009 
revised figure of 1,990. 

 to 10,319. 

• The number of internet sessions increased by 2,282 from 1,826,814 in 
2009 to 1,829,096 in 2010. 

• The number of mobile libraries remains at 30. These mobile 
libraries made 1,252 stops per schedule which is an increase of 52 
stops on the 2009 figures. The mobile libraries serve communities 
which experience geographic and/or social isolation. 

• The public library service reached 33 more communities in 2010 
over 2009 through the delivery of books and multimedia to 
centres and other service points, including prisons. 

 
 
 
 
Key: 
                     0  Denotes nil or not applicable 
     * * Denotes data not available 
                    // Denotes too small to be significant 
The data given is as supplied by individual authorities to An Chomhairle Leabharlanna.   
All additional data supplied by An Chomhairle from other sources is shown in green. 

5 Figure of 10,337 revised subsequent to the published 2009 figure of 10,352 due to more up to date  
figures being provided. 
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